Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  Hbrary  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/| 


A  TREATISE 


ON  THB 


LATT    OF    LEASES; 


WITH 


Simm^  anH  tfttcetrnttjl 


BT 


THOMAS  YLI^,   ESQ., 

ADTHOB  OP  "a  PSACnCAL  TRUTI8B  ON  TBB  LAW  OF  COTBHAinS." 


MBTDR  QDI  IFIBAT. 


IN  TWO  VOLUMES. 
VOL.  I. 


LONDON: 
A.  MAXWELL  AND   SON,  32,  BELL  YARD,  LINCOLN'S  INN ; 

AKh 

HODGES  AND  SMITH,  GRAFTON  STREET,  DUBLIN. 

MDOOCXLTII. 


dm" 


■^  *y        y-     *• 


/ .   1. 


*  # 


a  7-^ 


LONDON: 
BRADBURT  AND  BYANB,  PRINTBUS,   ITHmnilAIW. 


PREFACE. 


If  tile  v&tne  of  a  woirk  depended  on  the^interest  of  tlie  subject 
fleleeted,  the  one  now  Bubmitted  to  the  Profession  niiglit  fear- 
lessfycomtiete  for  ikvour with  its  many  distinguished  predecessors; 
for  few  there  are  who  pass  through  life  unaffected  by  the  dis- 
oussimia  contained  in  it>  either  directly  as  principals,  or  indirectly 
in  a  representatiTe  character.    But  I  am  aware  that  neither  the 
importaJace  tf  a  themd  nor  its  practical  utility  can  supply  the 
defects  of  imperfect  analysis  or  inadequate  illustration.    With 
this  principle  iti  view  at  the  commencement  and  during  the 
progress  of  my  task,  I  earnestly  applied  myself  to  the  branch 
of  Law   investigated  in  tliese  pages.    To  perform  my  duty, 
I  have  exerted  my  best  powers,  neither  shrinking  from  labour, 
nor  yielding  to  anxiety  or  fatigue.    The  result  in  print,  how- 
ever, assures  me  that  I  proposed  to  myself  a  standard  beyond 
my  reach  j  and  I  am  painfully  sensible  of  the  difference  between 
design  and  execution.    From  these  remarks,  it  will  appear,  that 
whatever  errors  may  be  discovered  in  my  work  are  traceable  to 
waiEit  of  judgment,  and  not  to  indolence.   In  extenuation,  I  can 
cmly  say,  that,  in  possession  of  more  learning  than  has  fallen  to 
my  lot,  I  should  have  produced  a  better  book.    At  the  same 
time,  I  trust  that  my  endeavours  will  not  be  wholly  futile ;  that 
thejr  TBBBj  at  least  put  the  Reader  in  the  way  of  obtaining  further 
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information  from  the  Reports  and  Statutes  referred  to^  the  only 
legitimate  basis  of  a  treatise  of  this  nature. 

To  anticipate  an  objection  which  I  cannot  but  foresee^  it  may 
be  well  to  state^  that  I  have  thought  it  more  advisable  in  a  few 
instances  to  examine  under  one  head  the  several  subordinate 
and  collateral  bearings  of  my  subject^  than  to  distribute  them 
under  separate  divisions  of  the  work.  This  will  be  particularly 
observable  in  the  Chapter  on  the  Reddendum,  where  not  only 
the  considerations  peculiarly  appropriate  to  that  division^  but 
the  ramifications  incident  to  it^  such  as  the  suspension  and 
apportionment  of  rent^  the  effect  of  the  statutes  of  limitation 
on  the  lessee's  liability  to  pay  rent^  and  the  relief  afforded  in 
Equity^  have  also  been  discussed.  A  similar  course  has  been 
pursued  in  the  Chapter  on  Renewals.  The  convenience  of  the  plan 
compensates  for  a  departure  from  a  more  logical  arrangement. 

The  general  rules  for  the  construction  of  a  Lease^  and  the 
law  relating  to  its  alteration  by  erasure^  cancellation^  and  the 
like,  as  well  as  to  its  being  duly  executed,  being  common  to  all 
deeds,  have  not  been  specifically  noticed,  as  they  offer  nothing 
particularly  applicable  to,  or  illustrative  of,  the  doctrine  under 
consideration. 

Some  perhaps  may  think  that  needless  care  has  been  taken 
to  distinguish  the  various  modes  of  spelling  the  names  of  the 
same  cases.  To  me,  however,  it  appears,  that,  in  an  arduous 
Profession  like  the  Law,  every  aid  to  economise  time  and  trouble 
should  be  rendered  available.  One  person  may  be  familiar  with 
a  case  by  one  name,  say,  Hilman  t;.  Hore,  (as  in  Carth.  247 ;) 
another,  with  the  same  case  by  another  name,  say,  Holman  v. 
Hoare,  (as  in  8  Salk.  152 ;)  and  as  each  would  search  for  it 
only  in  its  impropriate  place  in  an  alphal^tical  list  of  Cases, 
one  of  the  two  would  be  disappointed,  unless  it  were  entered 
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under  both.  It  has,  therefore^  been  deemed  advisable  to  notice 
the  variations  whenever  the  change  or  transposition  of  a 
letter  would  assign  to  the  word  a  difiPerent  position  in  the  list. 
The  utmost  caution^  however,  is  insufficient  to  prevent  such 
occasional  mistakes  as  Chaundflower  for  Chanudflower^  (as  in 
VoL  n.^  p.  812^  n.  (u),  and  Corfe  for  Corpe,  (as  in  Vol.  Tl,, 
p.  22,9,  n.  (t) ).  It  is  hoped  that  they  are  few  and  far  between. 
Those  discovered  are  corrected  in  the  Table  of  Cases  prefixed 
to  this  volume,  where  the  proper  names  will  be  found. 

With  much  the  same  object,  and  to  prevent  confusion  and 
mistake,  the  Beports^  instead  of  being  referred  to  by  their 
initial  letters,  (as  B.  and  A.,  for  Bamewall  and  Alderson,)  have, 
in  general,  the  first  syllable  at  least  of  the  Reporters'  names  men- 
tioned ;  the  utility  of  which  will  be  obvious  from  the  following 
comparison,  which  shows  how  many  difPerent  Beporters,  by  a  sin- 
gular coincidence,  are  recognised  by  the  same  initials,  thus : — 

r  Bamewall  &  Alderson, 
B.  &  A.  may  signify  either  <  or 

I  Bamewall  &  Adolphus ; 

{Broderip  &  Bingham, 
or 
Ban  Sc  Beatty ; 

r  Brooke*s  Novel  Cases, 
B.  N.  C«        9  »        ^  or 


C.  &  M.  „  „        ^         .         o' 


[  Bingham^B  New  Cases ; 

f  Crompton  &  Meeson, 
or 
Carrington  &  Marshman ; 


r  Carrington  &  Payne, 
C  &  P.  „  n        i  or 

t  Craig  &  PhilUps ; 

{Deaeon  &  Chitty, 
or 
Dow  &  Clark ; 

r  Dow's  Parliamentary  Cases ; 
D.  P.  C.         „  "I  ^ 

I  Bowling's  Practical  Cases  ; 

Drury  &  Warren, 
D.  A-  W.         „  »         -{  or 

Drury  &  Walsh  ; 

Sir  William  Jones, 
,  J  Sir  Thomas  Jones. 

Jo.  „  »        <  or, 

Jones,  Irish  Exchequer ; 
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r  Moody  &  MAlkin^ 
M.  &  M.  may  signify  either  i  or 

(,  Montega  &  Mac  Arthur  ; 

r  Manning  &  Ryland, 
M.  &  R.         ,y  »        ^  or 


M.  &  S.  „  n        i  or 


Pha.  „  »        i  *       or 

(.Fli]]]i 


[  Moody  &  Robinson  ; 

fManle  &  Selwyn^ 
<  or 

[  Moore  &  Scott ; 

fPhOlipfl, 
Fhillinunv ; 


r  Ryan  &  Moody, 
R.  &  M.         „  „        <  or 

[  Russell  &Myhie; 

r  Simons  &  Stuart, 
S«  &  S.  yf  >9        ^  or 

[  Sansse  &  Scully  ; 


and,  probably,  additions  to  these  may  easily  be  made.  The 
Abbreviations  adopted  in  this  Work  will  succeed  the  Table  of 
Cases. 

In  citing  the  Reports,  I  have  not  contented  myself  with 
noticing  the  first  page  of  the  book  contahung  the  case  quoted, 
but  have  usually  also  pointed  out  the  particular  place  in  which 
an  authority  for  the  proposition  in  question  is  to  be  found";  a 
plan  by  which  reference  will  be  greatly  facilitated. 

The  difficulty  of  procuring  good  ^Precedents  of  Leases  is 
greater  than  can  be  conceived.  They  are  often  prepared  by 
persons  not  very  conversant  with  Conveyancing,  and  are  pro- 
portionably  loose  and  unsatisfactory.  Those  contained  in  the 
Appendix  to  this  work  have  been  selected  firom  a  large  number, 
as  best  calciQated,  from  their  various  objects,  to  prove  of 
practical  service. 

In  preparing  the  detached  Forms,  I  have  aimed  at  a  middle 
course,  and,  while  divesting  them  of  much  of  the  abundant 
phraseology  by  which  they  have  hitherto  been  characterised, 
have  endeavoured  to  preserve  the  technical  style  and  cantilena 
so  desirable  in  all  formal  Instruments.     It  is  scarcely  necessary 
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to  add  that  a  Taxiety  of  Forms,  not  in  the  first  part  of  the 
Appendix,  ynSl  be  f^und  amongst  the  PreeederUs, 

My  reasons  for  omitting  to  supply  some  slKHrt  Fkecedents 
under  the  Act  of  8  &  9  Viot.  c.  124, ''  to  facilitate  the  granting 
of  Q^rtaoi  leases/'  Ue  in  a  narrow  compass.  The  first  and  prin- 
oipal  one  is,  that  I  beliefo  leases  ai  the  description  alluded  to 
9ste,  and  will  c<mtinne,  afaneet  wholly  unknown  in  practioe* 
With  giettt  snbtmssion  to  those  who  entertain  a  different 
opinion,  I  leannot  think  that  a  good  system  which  renders 
reference  to  a  foreign  instrument  necessary  to  the  construction 
of  the  one  by  which  parties  profess  to  be  bound;  their  own 
being  in  iatat  but  a  brief  abstract  of  a  document  to  which 
they  can  rarely  have  access  otherwise  than  through  the  agency 
of  their  professional  adyiser^  and  being  comprised  in  terms  which 
are  to  signify  much  beyond  their  ordinary  import.  I  doubt 
whether  the  diminution  of  expense  will,  after  all,  be  so  great  as 
the  adTOcates  for  the  Act  anticipate ;  for  the  length  of  a  quali- 
fication, where  necessarily  introduced,  will,  in  a  great  degree, 
oonnterbahmce  the  saTing  effected  by  the  adoption  of  the 
Statutory  form.  Suppose^  fer  example,  a  party  to  take  a  lease 
on  the  understanding  that,  he  is  to  pay  rent,  and  to  repair 
dnring  the  term,  and  to  yield  up  possession  of  the  premises  in 
repair  at  the  end  of  the  term,  without  reference  to  accidents  by 
fire :  In  this  case,  he  would,  in  compliance  with  the  Statute, 
covenant  "to  pay  rent,''  (as  in  column  I.,  No.  1.,)  "and  to 
repair,"  (as  in  column  I.,  No.  8,)  "  and"  (varying  the  style)  "  that 
he  wiU  leave  premises  in  good  repair,"  (as  in  column  I., 
No.  10;)  but,  on  referring  to  column  II.  of  that  number, 
it  appears  that  those  words  signify  that  he  is  not  to  leave 
them  in  good  repair  under  all  circumstances,  but  is  to  have 
the  benefit  of  an  exception  of  "reasonable  wear  and  tear 
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and  damage  by  fire/'  which  would  be  clearly  inoonsisteiit 
with  the  former  general  covenant  to  repair.  The  Draftsman 
would;  therefore,  be  put  to  the  altemative  of  declaring,  in  some 
form  of  words,  that  the  covenant  to  yield  up  in  repair  should 
not  be  construed  to  contain  the  exception,  or  of  setting  out  the 
covenant  at  full  length  without  the  exception ;  thus  presenting 
a  sad  medley  of  ordinary  and  statutory  forms  in  the  same  deed. 
It  is  fortunate,  however,  that  they  who  desire  their  leases  to  be 
prepared  in  conformity  with  the  Act,  which,  together  with  the 
abridged  Forms,  is  inserted  in  the  Appendix,  Vol.  II.,  p.  577, 
et  seq.j  will  find  in  it  ample  directions  for  their  guidance. 
The  real  evil  to  be  complained  of  is  not  so  much  the  length  of 
the  usual  clauses,  as  the  severe  pressure  of  the  stamp  duties, 
from  which  even  the  Counterpart  and  Duplicate  are  not  exempt. 

An  analytical  Table  of  Contents,  with  corresponding  pages, 
and  a  copious  verbal  Index,  by  rendering  the  work  accessible  in 
its  detail,  have  been  considered  sufficient  to  supersede  a  marginal 
abstract  throughout  the  work. 

And  now  I  dismiss  a  subject  which  has  engaged  my  attention 
for  some  years  in  the  intervals  of  business,  and  cannot  but  feel 
that,  although  in  the  toil  of  this  life  our  endeavours  fail  of 
success,  the  mind  finds  a  secret  reward  in  the  consciousness  of 
an  attempt  to  be  useful. 

THOMAS  PLATT. 

4,  SlONX  BUILDINOB,  LlRC0LN*8  InN, 

30<^  /iMie,  1847. 
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gether, i.  178 
Usual  practice,  i.  174 


»V  ANALYSIS. 

OP  THB  CONTEACTING  PARTIES,  &c— (<»n«ttt«ed). 
CHAP.  I. — Who  mat  bb  lbssobs — {eorUinued). 
SicT.  IT.— With  reference  to  office 

z.— Corporations  in  general,  L  176 

Boclesiastical  or  spiritual ;  L  176 
Temporal  or  lay,  l  176 
Eleemosynaiy,  i.  176 
Civil,  L  176 
Sole,  i.  177 
Aggregate,  i.  177 
u.~>The  Crown  and  its  officers,  i.  184  (a) 

1. — With  reference  to  hereditaments  lying  within 

the  ordering  and  sarvej  of  the  Exchequer 

in  England  or  Wales;  in  Ireland;  and  in 

the  islands  of  Man  and  Aldemey,  L  185 

2. — With  reference  to  hereditaments  in  Scotland, 

i.204 
3. — With  reference  to  hereditaments  within  the 
ordering  and  sorvey  of  the  Chancellor  and 
Coandl  of  the  Dachy  of  Laneaster,  L  208 
4.— With  reference  to  hereditaments  paixsel  of  the 
Duchy  of  Cornwall,  L  217 
At  common  law,  L  218 
By  statute  of  1  &  2  Will.  4.  c.  5;  L  218 

1  &  2  Vict,  c  101 ;  i  220 

5. — With  reference  to  hereditaments  purchased 
by,  or  descended  or  derised  to,  the  Crown,  L 
221 
6. — With  reference  to  hereditaments  forfeited  or 
escheated  to  the  Crown,  or  taken  by  the 
Crown  by  reason  of  their  having  been 
purchased  by,  or  to  the  use  o(  or  in  trust 
for,  an  alien,  i.  222 
7. — With  reference  to  other  requisites  and  matters 
of  form  connected  with  Crown  leases,  i  280 
m.— Ecclesiastical  and  eleemosynaiy  corporations,  i  288 
At  common  hiw,  i.  288 
By  statute  of  82  Hen.  8.  c.  28  (enabling),  i  289 

1  Eliz.  c.  19  (restraining),  L  289 

1  Jac.  1.  c  8  (restraining),  L  240 

18  Eliz.  c.  10  (restraining),  L  241 

14  Eliz.  c.  14  (explanatory),  L  241 

c  11  (enabling),  i  242 

18  Eliz.  c.  11  (restraining),  L  244 

6  Geo.  8.  c.  17  (enabling),  i  247 

18  Geo.  3.  c.  81  (restraining),  L  249 

41  Geo.  8.  c.  109  ^dosnre  — en. 

abling),  i  249:  and  6  &  7 
Will.  4.  c  115;  1249 
(a)  And  im  Tabte  oi  Addenda  in  thli  Yotiiiiw. 


ANALYSIS.  XV 

OP  THE  CONTRACTIKG  PAETIES,  &c.-<am«««erf). 
CHAP.  I. — Who  HAT  BE  LESSOBS— (con<tfi«A]Q. 
Seot.  IV.— With  reference  to  offioe-^eon^tniMd). 

m.— Eccleeiastical  and  eieemosjnaiy,  kc-^continued). 
By  Btotate  of  6  Will.  4.  c.  20  (reBtxaining^re- 

newal),  L  251 

6  k7 WilL  4.  c  64  (explanatory) 

i«256 
4  It  6  Vict.  c.  89  (enabling^— ftng. 

mentation),  L  256 
5  Vict  Sees.  2.  c  27  (enabling— 

farming),  L  257 

6  k  6  Vict.  c.  108  (enabling  — 

building),  i  264.  269 

18  Ella,  c  6  (restraining— univerBi- 

tiee,  &c — com  rent),  i.  282 

89  Eliz.  c  5  (restraining^— hoBpitalfl, 

&c.),  i.  283 
— — 21  Jae.  1.  c  1.  (restraining — ^perpe- 
tual), i.  288 

22  Car.2.c.  11  (enabling— Newgate 

market),  i  288 
Principal  resnlts  of  these  enactments,  i.  284 
Necessity  for  consecration  or  induction,  Ac.,  of 
lessor,  i  288 

Sufficient  of  parson  being  parson  de/aeU>,  L 
290 

As  to  confirmation  of  ecclesiastical  leases,  I  292 
When  granted  by  Archbishop  or  Bishop,  i  298 

Dean,  i  297 

When  solely  seised,  I  297 
When  seised  jointly  with 
Chapter,  i.  297 

Prebendary,  i  800 

*• Archdeacon,  i  801 

—  Canon,  i.  801 

Parsons  and  vicars,  I  801 

Perpetual  curate,  i.  804 


Confirmation  by  construction  of  law,  i  804 

When  by  corporation  aggregate,  L  804 

Time  of  confirmation,  i.  804 

Duration  of,  L  807 

Apportionment  oi^  L  808 
Effect  of  non-residence,  L  809 

-.  resignation,  i.  810 

Evidence-— Enrolment,  L  810 
Recommendations  of  Select  Committee  on  Church 

Leases,  in  1889,  L  810 
Resolutions  of  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  for 

England,  in  April,  1846,  i.  811 


Xvi  ANALTSIB. 

OP  THE  CONTRACTIHO  PARTIES,  fcc— (amtwwwrf). 
CHAP.  I. — ^Who  mat  bb  hBBBOBB-^caiUinued). 
SioT.  IT.— -Witli  lefetenee  to  office— (eonfmtied). 

v.  (a)— MnnieipaL  coTporations,  L  812 
At  common  law,  L  812 

By  statute  of  5  It  6  Will  i.  c76  (restraining), 
l812 

5  &  6  Vict.  c.  104  (explanatory), 

L818 

6  k  7  WilL  4.  c.  104  (extending 

powers),  L  819 

2  &  8  WilL  4.  c.  69;(e]ectionB),  1 819 

VI. — Churchwardens  and  oyerseera^  and  others  connected 
with  the  management  of  the  poor,  L  820 
At  common  law,  L  820 
By  statateof  59  Geo.  8.  c.  12 ;  L  820 

l&2WilL4,c.42;  L  826 

1  &  2  Will.  4.  c  59;  i.  325,  n.  (b) 

2  Will.  4.  c.  42;  I  826 

4  &  5  WiU.  4.  c.  76  (New  Poor  Law 

,  Act),  L  827 

5  &  6  Will.  4.  c.  69;  L  828 

6  Vict.  Sess.  2.  c.  18;  L  881 

vn. — Queen  Consort>  L  882 

At  common  law,  L  882 

By  statute  of  89  &  40  Qeo.  8.  c.  88;  L  888 

viii.— Dnke  of  Cornwall,  L  888 
At  common  law,  L  888 
By  statute  of  5  Vict.  Sess.  2.  c.  2;  L  884 

7  &  8  Vict  c.  65;  i  887 

IX.— Master  of  the  Bolls;  I  848 

Powers  conferred  by  12  Car.  2.  c.  86;  confirmed  by 

18  Car.  2.  stot.  1.  c  14; 
1.848 
17  Geo.  8.  c  59 ;  t  848 

6  &  7  Wm.  4.  c.  49  ;  i.  844 

Bolls  estate  vested  in  Queen  by  1  Vict  c  46,  as 

part  of  the  land  reyenues  of  Crown,  L  844 
X. — ^Trustees  in  general,  L  845 
XI. — ^Trustees  of  charities,  L  847 
xn. — ^Bxecutors  and  administrators^  i.  866 
Difierence  between,  L  366 
Joint  executors,  i.  867 
Joint  administrators,  i  867 
Administrator  rctUone  minoria  (tiatis,  u  368 

88  Geo.  8.  c.  87 ;  1.  368 
Administrator  durarUe  abaerUid,  i.  368 

(a)  By  mistake  for  it. 


r 


ANALYSIS.  XTU 

OF  THB  COirrRACTINO  PARTIES,  kc—iconHirmed^, 
CHAP.  I. — Who  mat  bb  lbssobs — (continued). 

Saoi.  lY. — ^Wiih  reference  to  office — {wiUinued}, 
zm. — Guardians,  i.  871 

1.  By  nature,  L  871 

2.  For  nurture,  i  871 
8.  In  socage,  i.  871 

4.  Testamentaiy,  i  878 
6.  By  election,  878 

6.  By  appdntment  of  Lord  Chancellor,  i  878 
Effect  of  lease  for  a  term  exceeding  infimf  s  mi- 
nority, i.  880 
Usual  practice,  L  881 

ziT.— Assignees  of  bankmpts,  L  882 
6  Geo.  4.  a  16 ;  L  882 

XT.— Assignees  of  insolTents,  i  882 
Ilc2yict.cll0;  L882 

6  k  6  Vict.  c.  116  (Protection  from  process),  i.  888 

7  &  8  Yict.  c.  96 ;  L  888 
ZTL — Committees  of  lunatics^  L  884 

xm. — Lords  of  manors,  as  to  wastes,  L  884 

18  Geo.  8.  c  81 ;  i  884 
ZTm^— AUotment  Wardens,  L  885 
8&9yictwe.ll8;  L  886 
XIX. — ^BecdTsn,  L  889 
zx.— Bailifik,  L  890 
XXI.— Agents,  L  890 
xxn.— Donees  of  power  of  leasing,  1.  894 

1st.  As  to  the  nature  and  design  of  the  power,  L  894 
2ndly.  As  to  the  instrament  creating  the  power, 

L895 
Sidly.  As  to  the  roles  for  the  oonstmction  of  the 

power,  1.  897 
4ihly.  As  to  the  exercise  or  execution  of  the  power, 
L899 

1.  As  to  the  parties  by  whom,  and,  where  consent 

is  required,  with  whose  consent,  the  power  is 
to  be  exerdsed,  i  899 

2.  As  to  the  time  of  exercising  the  power,  L  404 
8.  As  to  the  instrument,  and  mode  of  execution, 

and  attestation,  L  406 

4.  As  to  the  parcels,  L  411 

5.  As  to  the  term  authorised,  and  the  period  of 

its  commencement,  L  424 
Effect  of  ezcessiTe  execution,  i  486 
At  Law,  L  486 
In  Equity,  L  487 


XTin  ANALYSIS. 

OF  THE  CONTEACTING  PASTIES^  kc-^wntmtied^. 
CHAP.  I. — ^Who  mat  be  JXBQOBA^ccmtmued). 
SiOT.  IT. — ^With  referenee  to  office — (oonHnued). 

xzn.— Donees  of  power  of  leuiiig— (oon^ued). 
Commencement  of  teim,  L  442 
iBt  With  reference  to  powers  tbat  aimply 
auihoriBe  leases  in  possession ;  or  aa- 
thozise  leases  in  possession,  and  con- 
tain also  tenns  prohibiting  leases  in 
reversion,  L  442 
Distinction  between — 

Leases  in  possession,  L  442 
Leases  in  reversiony  i  448 
Bevenionaiy  leases,  L  444 
Leases  of  the  reyersion,  L  444 
Concurrent  leases,  L  444 
2ndly.  As  to  leasee  under  powers  that  anthori^e 
leases  in  possession  or  reversion,  L  4S0 
Srdlj.  As  to  leases  under  powers  that  aathorise 
leases  generally,  bntare  silent  as  to 
the  period  of  commencement,  L  454 

6.  As  to  the  rent  to  be  reserved,  L  465 

7.  As  to  the  right  of  re-entry  on  non-payment  of 

rent,  ke.,  i  498 

Where  period  of  indulgence  allowed,  i  498 
Eztenaion  of,  L  498 
Abridgment  of,  494 

Where  power  silent  as  to  indulgence,  L  494 

Where  conditional  on  insufficient  of  die- 
tress,  L  506 

Where  conditional  on  rent  being  lawfully 
demanded,  L  511 
.  8.  Ab  to  execution  of  a  counterpart  by  lessee,  with 

covenant  for  payment  of  rent,  &c.,  L  518 
9.  As  to   t)ie  exemption  from  punishment  for 

waste,  L  514 

10.  As  to  other  covenants  and  conditions  required 

by  the  power,  i«  515 

Where  power  requires  all  usual  and  reason- 
able covenants,  i  515 

Where  power  refers  to  covenants,  kc,  con- 
tained in  another  instrument,  L  515 

Where  power  refers  to  covenants,  kc,  usual 
in  the  country,  i.  516 

Where  power  is  silent,  i.  517 

11.  As  to  the  efifect  of  the  execution  of  the  power,!  519 

12.  As  to  the  consequences  of   a  defective  exe- 

cution of  the  power,  L  522 
5thly.  As  to  the  extinguishment  and  suspension  of  the 
power,  i  525 


▲ITALTBIS.  SIX 

OF  THE  CONTBACTIKa  PABTIBB,  kt^contu^ved^. 
CHAP.  XL — Who  mat  be  lessees,  i.  528 

Saor.  I.— With  i«ftraic»  to  penonil  otpt^city,  I  628 
L— in&ata,  L  598 

n.— Pbtboiu  of  vuKmnd  mind,  i  580 

11  Geo.  4  It  1  Wm.  4.  c.  65;  i.  530 

m. — ^Feme  sole,  L  580 

Sflfect  of  nuuniage,  i  580 

IT. — ^Feme  covert,  L  581 

y.— Alienfl^  L  581 

Alien  merehaatBy  friendly,  i  581 
Alien artifioen,  82  Hen.  8,  a  16;  I  551 
Alien  enemiesy  tnfidelB,  L  584 
Denizens,  L  584 
NatnzaliEed  alieng,  L  584 

▼i.-*-Ontl«in^  i  584 

▼II. — ^Attainted  persons,  i  585 

▼m.~PapistB,  L  585 

11  k  12  wm.  8.  c.  4  (Allegiance  and  Sopre- 

maoy,  &c.)y  L  585 
18  Geo.  8.  c.  60 ;  1585 
10  Geo.  4.  c.  7  (Bemoval  of  DisabiUties),  i.  586 

n.— Wiik  referenoe  to  estate,  i.  587 
Copyholder,  i  587 

IIL-— With  re^*ence  to  number  and  connection,  fc  587 

I. — Joint  tenants,  i.  587 

n.-^Tenants  in  ooinm<m,  i.  540 

m* — ^Husband  and  iri&,  L  540 

Husband's  ezdaslTe  power,  i  540 
Baghts  of  wife  surviving^  1 540 

iy._With  refisrenee  to  office,  I  541 

I. — Corporations  in  general,  i  541 

n.— The  Crown  and  its  officers,  L  548 

Leases  taken  in  names  of  Commissioners  of  Woods, 
ForeetSr  Land  Berennes,  Works,  and  Boildinga^ 
under  10  GeOf  4.  c  50,  and  2  Ic  8  WilL  4.  c  1, 
L544 
Provisions  of  acts,  L  544  etseq. 
8  &4  WiU.  4.  c  69  (Scotland),  i.  548 
5  &6  WilL  4.  c.  58  ^tland),!  548 

m.— Ecideeiastieal  bodies,  L  549 
XV. — Churchwardens  and  overseers,  and  others  connected 
with  the  management  of  the  poor,  L  551 
c2 


XX  ANALYSIS. 

OF  THE  CONTRACTINO  PARTIES,  kc-^aniitmwdj. 

CHAP.  III. — Of  leases  between  particular  iNBnnDUALS,  i.  559 

By  PrineipaL  to  Steward  or  Agent^  L  559 
By  Client  to  Attom^>  L  559 
^y  Ward  to  Qiuurdiaii,  L  559 
T^  CeBtai  que  trust  to  Tmstee,  L  559. 
By  Mortgagor  to  Mortgagee,  L  559 
CHAP.  IV. — Of  the  goktract  or  agreement,  i.  567 
S>0T.  I. — ^With  regard  to  the  Bignsture,  L  568) 

IL-^In  what  caaea  eqni^  dispenaea  with  Bignatiire  on  the  ground 

of  part  performance,  L  571 
III. — Of  the  form  of  the  agreement,  diatingniahing  herein  an 

agreement  for  a  leaae,  from  an  actual  lease,  i.  570 
IT. — Of  the  effect  and  conseqneneea  of  the  agreement^  i.  611 
L— At  law,  L  611 
n. — In  equity,  L  621 
v.— Of  the  admifldbili^  of  parol  eridenoe  to  explain  or  aannl 
the  written  agreement,  L  640 


OF  THE  TEBM  OF  THE  LEASE,  i.  652 

CHAP.   I.-^AS  TO  LEASES  AT  WILL,  i.  652 

II. — As  TO  LEASES  FOR  ANT  ALIQUOT  PART  OF  A  TEAR  ;   FOR 
A  TEAR  ;  OR  FROM  TEAR  TO  TEAR^  i.  657 

in. — ^AS  TO  LEASES  FOR  AN  ABSOLITTE  TERM  OF  TEARS,  i.  668 

lY.— -As  TO    LEASES    FOR   A   TERM    OF   TEARS    DETERMINABLB 
WITH  A  LIFE  OR  LXVES,  OR  ON  ANT  OTHER  EVENT,  1.  670 

v. — ^AS   TO  LEASES   FOR   A    TERM,    WITH  THE    GRANT  OF  AN 
ACGBSSIONAL  TERM  ON  AN  EYENT,  i.  673 

VI. — ^AS  TO  LEASES  FOR  LIFE  OR  LITES,  i.  678 

YII. — As  TO  RENEWABLE  LEASES,  1.  703 

SiOT.  I.— Of  the  nature  of  "Tenant  Bight"  of  Benewal,!  708 
II. — Of  the  expresa  contract  for  renewal,  L  706 

L— As  to  the  renewal  being  optional  or  oompnlaoiy, 

L706 
n. — ^As  to  the  qnanti^  of  interest  contracted  for,  L  707 
iiL^As  to  the  acts  of  the  parties  being  receiTed  in  evi- 
dence in  aid  of  constmction,  L  725 
IT. — ^As  to  the  liabilities  at  law  of  the  lessor,  and  persona 

claiming  throngh  or  tmder  him,  L  731 
T. — ^As  to  the  rights  at  law  of  the  leasee,  and  persona 

claiming  throngh  or  under  him,  i.  788 
Ti. — As  to  the  liabilities  in  eqidty  of  the  lesaor,  and  per- 
sons claiming  throngh  or  under  him,  considered 
paiticolarly  with  reference  to  specific  performance 
of  the  contract  to  grant  a  renewal,  L  785 


ANALYSIS.  XXi 

OF  THE  TBBH  OF  THB  LEASB— (con^miecl). 

CHAP.  VII As  TO  BBNEWABLB  LEASES— {(MW/^'ntM^). 

Shox.  n.— Of  the  ezpresB  oontnct  for  renewal — (continued). 

Tn.— Ab  to  the  rights  in  equity  of  the  leasee,  and  persons 

claiming  through  or  nnder  him,  i  747 
vzn. — As  to  the  relief  given  in  eqidtj  againat  the  tenant's 
laches  in  applying  for  a  renewal,  i.  751 
III.— As  to  tmsts  being  grafts  on  renewed  tenn,  L  762 
lY.— As  to  the  obligation  of  tenant  for  life  torenew,  i  770 
y.— As  to  fines  for  renewals,  and  contribution,  L  774 
VI.— As  to  the  surrender  of  existing  interests  as  a  preliminary 
stop  to  renewal,  1787 


OF  THB  INSTEUMBNT  OF  DEMISE,  ITS  BSSBNTUL  AND  FORMAL 

PABTS,  ii.  1 
CHAP.  I. — Of  leases  by  warriHO,  pabol,  ahd  deed,  ii.  1 
II.— Op  the  Date,  ii.  10 

III. Pabtibs,  ii.  12 

IV. Recitals,  ii.  17 

V. Testatum,  ii,  1 9 

VI. Pabcels,    asj>   clauses   op   bevebsion    and 

ESTATE,  ii.  35 
VII. EzCEPnOES  AND  BESEBVATIONS,  ii.  37 

VIII. Habendum,  ii.  47 

SsoT.  I. — ^As  to  its  operation  with  regard  to  the  parcels,  ii  48 
IL —  — -^-----^-___  person,  ii.  48 

III  —  — estate,  a  49 

r. — ^As  to  certainty  of  oommenoement>  ii.  50 
In  interest  or  eiyoyment,  ii.  50 
In  computation  of  time,  ii  50 
By  reference  to  an  eyent  certain,  ii  51 
By  reference  to  a  contingency,  ii  51 

Ist.— As  to  leases  commencing  in  prxetenH, 
ii.  53 

1.  In  immediate  possenion,  ii.  53 

Effect  of  words  fiwn  (he 
day  of  (he  daie,  &c.,  ii.  54 

2.  Concurrent:    Lease    of  rever- 

sion, ii.  57 
2ndly.— As  to  leases  injuharo,  ii  59 

1.  Beversionaiy  lease,  ii  59 

2.  Lease  in  reversion,  ii  59 
New  or  old  sfyle,  ii  66 

Holding  by  deed,  ii  66  ' 
Holding  by  parol,  ii.  67 
n. — As  to  certainty  of  duration,  ii.  68 

let       By  express  enumeration  of  years,  ii  69 
2ndly.  By  reference  to  a  certainty,  ii.  70 
8rdly.  By  matter  expoit/acio,  a  72 


UU  ANALTeiS. 


OF  THE  IKSTBUMEKT  OF  PS1CI8S, 

CHAP.  VIII. — Of  TBS  HABBirDtm — {emHmte^. 

SioT.  ni. — As  to  its  operatian  with  regard  to  the  estato— (cofi^nued). 

m.^ — Ab  to  certainty  of  end,  u.  75 

Collateral  determination^  ii,  75 

IY.t^Ab  to  its  opfliation''w]ih  xogard  to  the  premiaes  of  the  lease, 

iLTT 
Where  a  oitMWBy  ia  le^daite  to  estate  in  premiaea, 

but  net  te  habendum,  iL  70 
Where  a  ceremm^  Is  reqviBite  to  both,  iL  80 
Where  a  ceremony  fa  not  requisite  to  dther,  iL  70 
Difference  betveen  express  and  implied  estate  in  pre- 

misei^iLSl 

CHAP.  IX.-^Or  Tm  kbpdskdux^  il  82 

SioT.  I. — Its  natnre  and  objeeti  L  83 

IL^-Ont  of  what  proper^  the  rent  issaeSy  iL  85 
III, — Of  the  form  of  the  reddendum,  IL  86 

I. — With  reference  to  the  person  who  fa  to  ha^e  the  rent> 
and  the  period  during  which  it  fa  to  be  paid,  iL  88 

n. — With  refersnoe  to  the  place  of  payment^  iL  100 
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19.  To  tenant  for  life,  and  reveraumar  for  the  time  being,  a  certain  rent  for  lands 

to  be  built  on ;  a  certain  rent  for  pasture  land,  subject  to  increase  on  such 
land  being  used  for  any  other  purpose  than  pasture ;  lease  being  made 
under  a  power,  ii.  607 
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20.  Monthly,  of  one-eighth  of  coola  landed,  kc,  or  one^ighth  of  money  to  be 

prodnoed  by  Bale  thereof,  ii  608 

21.  Of  a  peppercorn,  ii  608 

22.  On  a  lease  by  hnsband  and  wife,  under  the  statute  of  82  Hen.  8.  c.  28 ;  ii.  609 
28.  Of  redeemed  land-tax  in  eodesiaBtical  lease,  ii  609 


VIII. 
COVBNANTa 

Lim. 

1.  Qy  leasee  with  lessor,  ii  609 

2.  By  two  lessees  jointly  and  seyerally  with  lessor,  ii.  609 

8.  By  lessee,  with  hnsband  and  wife  seised  in  right  of  the  wife,  ii  610 

4.  By  each  of  two  lessors,  to  the  extent  of  a  moiety  of  damages,  ii  610 

5.  By  each  of  two  lessees,  on  an  assignment  of  their  respeetiTe  leases^  by  one 

deed,  as  to  the  lands  comprised  in  his  lease,  ii  610 


Bt 

1.  To  pay  rent^  ii  680 

2.  To  pay  taxes  and  rates,  kc,  ii.  580 
8.  To  repair,  ii  580 

4.  To  paint  outside  every  year,  ii  581 

5.  To  paint  and  paper  inside  ereiy  year,  ii  581 

6.  To  insure  from  fire,  to  show  receipts,  and  rebuild  in  case  of  fire,  ii  581 

7.  To  permit  lessor  to  view  state  of  repairs,  and  to  repair  according  to  notice,  ii  582 

8.  Not  to  use  demised  premises  as  a  shop,  ii  582 

9.  Not  to  assign  without  leave,  ii  582 

10.  To  leave  demised  premises  in  good  repair,  ii.  582 

11.  To  insiire  fotnre  buildings  when  covered  in,  aoid  to  increase  inanxance  when 

completed,  ii  611 

12.  To  lay  oat  a  given  som  in  repairs,  and  produce  vouchers,  ii  612 

18.  To  pi^  share  of  expeikse  of  repairing  ways,  &c.,  the  amount  to  be  reooveniUe 
as  rent  in  arrear,  ii  612 

14.  Another  form,  ii  612 

15.  To  procure  supply  of  water  for  demised  premises  from  a  particular  company, 

ii618 

16.  By  lessee  of  a  public-house  to  purchase  his  porter  of  lessor,  and  tiiat  lessee's 

underlessee  or  assignee  shall  enter  into  a  similar  covenant,  ii  618 

17.  That  lessor  and  his  tenants  shall  have  watercourse  through  demised  premiseBy 

ii614 

18.  Kot  to  obstruct  lights  by  building,  ii.  614 

19.  In  a  building  lease,  not  to  pennit  thorough&re  over  premises,  ii  614 

20.  Kot  to  assign  premises  or  underlet  them  for  a  longer  tenn  than  a  year, 

without  giving  lessor  a  right  of  pre-emption,  ii  614 

21.  To  leave  assignment  or  underlease  at  office  of  lessor's  solidtor  for  registiy, 

a  615 

22.  To  keep  orchards  fully  planted,  and  preserve  same  from  ii\iuiy  by  cattle,  in  a 

lease  in  Devonshire,  ii.  616 
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23.  To  keep  Iftwn  and  garden  in  order,  and  praaerre  firnit  treee  and  flowers^  iL  616 

24.  Koi  to  convert  old  meadow  into  tillage,  nor  mow  without  mannring  aame, 

ezeept  where  well  flooded,  the  landa  lying  in  the  oonntj  of  Deron,  IL  616 

25.  Not  to  make  hedges,  except  onder  certain  conditions,  in  a  lease  of  lands  in 

Beronshire^  iL  616 

26.  To  provide  reed  for  thatching,  on  a  certain  allowance  being  made  to  him,  ii  617 

27.  That  lessor  may,  in  last  year  of  term,  enter  on  part  of  demised  ptemises  to 

prepare  next  wheat  crop,  ii.  617 

28.  To  employ  the  derk  of  lessors  (a  municipal  company)  to  prepare  deeds,  on 

lessee's  assigning  or  underletting,  or,  in  defaolt,  to  pay  penal  rent,  iL  617 

Bt  Lissob. 

29.  For  leflsee's  quiet  e^joyment^  iL  583 

80.  To  find  lessee  rough  timber  for  repairs,  iL  618 

81.  To  rebuild  or  repair  in  case  of  fire,  iL  618 

82.  To  laj  out  a  given  sum  in  repairs  in  case  of  aecidonial  fire ;  on  tiie  grant  of  a 

lease  in  reversioa,  iL  618 

Bt  Absiohob  asd  Assiaim. 
88.  GoTenants  for  title  in  an  assignment  of  leaseholds,  confined  to  the  acts  and 

defaults  of  the  assignor,  iL  619 
84.  Covenant  by  assignee  of  a  lease  for  future  payment  of  rent  and  perfonnanoe  of 

covenants,  and  for  the  assignor's  indemnity,  iL  620 


IX. 
PBOVISOES  AlO)  DBCLARATIOKS. 

1.  For  lessor's  reentry  on  lessee's  nonpayment  of  rent  or  nonperformance  of 

covenants,  iL  588 

2.  For  lessor^B  re-entry  on  nonpayment  of  rent  after  demand  or  notice  iL  621 

8.  That  lessor  shall  not  reenter  for  a  forfeiture  without  notice  of  breaches,  and 
lessee's  n^lect  to  remedy  them,  ii.  622 

4.  For  lessor's  reentry  into  that  part  only  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  lessee 
shall  make  defjuilt  in  payment  of  rent  or  performance  of  covenants ;  dis- 
tinct rents  being  reserved  for  distinct  premises  demised,  iL  622 

6.  For  lessor's  re-entry  on  leasee's  nonpayment  of  rent  or  nonperformance  of 
covenants^  framed  so  as  to  enable  lessor  to  re-enter  without  ejectment, 
U.  628 

6.  For  suspension  or  apportionment  of  rent^  on  premises  becoming  uninhabitable 

from  fire,  ii.  628  % 

7.  Another  form,  iL  624 

8.  For  cesser  of  term  in  case  of  fire,  the  tenant  having  the  option  of  giving  up 

possession,  or  of  repairing  and  continuing  tenant,  iL  624 

9.  For  apportionment  of  rent  on  surrender  by  lessee  of  part  of  demised  premises, 

iL625 
10.  Between  vendor  pessor]  and  purchaser,  for  apportionment  of  rent  on  a  sale  of 
the  reversion  of  part  of  the  demised  premises,  ii.  625 

VOL.  I.  d 
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11.  For  determination  of  lease  at  the  end  of  first  fourteen  years,  at  option  of  lessee, 

U.626 

12.  Por  determination  of  lease  by  either  at  the  end  of  first  three  or  five  years  of 

the  term,  on  giving  notice  to  the  other,  ii.  626 
IS.  In  lease  for  liyes,  or  for  years  determinable  with  lives,  that  proof  of  lives  being 
in  existence  shall  lie  on  lessee,  ii.  627 

14.  To  enable  underlessee  to  pay  his  rent  to  original  lessor,  ii.  627 

15.  That,  on  lessee's  defiralt,  lessor  may  insure,  and  recover  premises  as  rent  in 

arrear ;  insurance  moneys  recovered  to  be  expended  in  repaiia,  iL  627 


X. 
CONCLUSIONS  OF  LEASES. 

1.  In  a  lease  between  private  individuals,  when  executed  by  both,  iL  628 

2.  In  a  lease  by  corporation,  ii  628 

8.  In  lease  by  rector,  with  confirmation  of  bishop,  dean,  and  chapter,  ii  628 


XL 
INDOESBMENTS  ON  LEASES. 

1.  Memorandum  of  liveiy  of  seisin  to  be  indorsed  on  a  feoffinent,  ii.  628 

2.  Memorandum  of  execution  of  a  counterpart  by  a  lessee,  to  be  indorsed  on  a 

lease  made  under  a  power  requiring  a  counterpart,  iL  629 
8.  Attestation,  lease  being  executed  by  attorn^,  iL  629 

4.  Memorandum  on  a  lease  executed  by  attorney,  in  order  to  preserve  evidence 

of  the  lessor  being  alive  after  execution  of  the  deed,  iL  629 

5.  Another  form,  lease  being  made  with  liveiy,  iL  680 


XIL 
POWBES  CONNECTED  WITH  LEASES. 

1.  Of  leasing  for  a  term  not  exceeding  twenty-one  years,  iL  680 

2.  Short  form  of  a  power  to  trustees  to  lease,  ii.  681 

8' • lease,  immediately  following  the  limitation  of  an 

estate  for  life,  iL  681 
4.  Power  of  leasing  for  mining  or  building  purposes,  ii.  682 
6.  Power  to  give  and  to  receive  liveiy  of  seisin,  ii.  648 


XIIL 
TRUSTS. 
Trusts  to  renew  leases  on  such  terms  as  trustees  shall  think  reasonable ;  to  sur. 
render  subsisting  lease;  to  mortgage  for  raising  fines,  &c.;  and  to  pay 
interest  and  rent  out  of  income  and  profits,  ii.  648 
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III. 

PRECEDENTS. 


I.— Agreement  for  a  lease  for  a  year,  and  so  on  from  year  to  year,  (yery 
concise  form),  ii  644 

n.— Agreement  for  a  lease  of  copyhold  lands^  where  the  license  of  the  lord 
of  the  manor  is  required,  ii.  645 

III.— Tenns  for  letting  a  ftrm  in  the  county  of  Somerset^  (not  special), 
11646 

lY.— Another  Precedent  (special),  ii  649 

v.— Agreement  for  the  grant  of  a  lease  on  completion  of  buildings  to  be 
erected;  the  instnunent  specifying  the  particulars  of  the  bnild- 
ingSy  and  the  covenants  to  be  contained  in  the  lease  when  granted 
iL656 

VT.— Agreement  for  the  grant  of  a  lease  by  the  Mayor  and  Commonalty  and 
Citizens  of  the  City  of  London,  and  the  Wardens  and  Commonalty 
of  the  mystery  of  Meroers  of  the  City  of  London,  to  the  Corpo- 
ration of  the  -^—  Assurance  Company,  of  certain  parts  of  the 
(then  intended)  Kew  Boyal  Exchange ;  with  provisions  adapted  to 
that  peculiar  property,  ii  667 

VII.— Lease  of  a  cofiee-house  in  London,  under  a  power,  the  lessee  cove- 
nanting to  pay  rent,  rates,  and  taxes;  to  repair;  to  paint  the 
inside  every  seven,  and  the  outside  of  the  premises  every  four  years ; 
not  to  assign  without  license ;  not  to  carry  on  certain  trades ;  and 
to  insure.  Proviso  for  lessor^s  re-entry  on  nonpayment  of  rent, 
and  covenant  for  lessee's  quiet  possession,  ii.  675 

Yin.— Lease  for  ninety-nine  years,  determinable  on  the  death  of  the  survivor 
of  three  persons,  with  right  of  perpetual  renewal,  ii  681 

I^.— Lease  of  a  copyhold  messuage  and  piece  of  hind,  with  the  Ucense  of 
the  lord  of  the  manor;  the  lessee  entering  into  the  common  cove- 
nants to  j^  rent  and  taxes,  to  repair,  and  not  to  prejudice  lessor's 
interest ;  the  lessor  covenanting  for  the  lessee's  quiet  eiyoyment, 
and  indemnity  against  copyhold  outgoings,  &c,  ii  684 

^•—Underlease,  by  a  mortgagee  and  mortgagor,  of  a  house  and  premises  in 
the  city  of  London,  held  under  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's 
Cathedral ;  with  a  provision  for  payment  of  the  rent  to  the  mort- 
gagor, with  power  of  distress,  till  notice  by  the  mortgagee ;  indemnity 

d2 
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against  claims  of  original  landlord.  The  leasee  coyenants  to  pay 
renewal  fine  and  expenses ;  the  lessor  ooyenanting  to  assign  or 
underlet  to  the  lessee  the  renewed  term  for  securing  the  advance 
and  interest,  ii  685 

XI. — Lease  of  a  coiton-miU^  machinery  and  gear,  kc„  for  a  tenn  of  yestn,  at 
a  yearly  rent,  subject  to  suspension  in  case  of  fire :  the  lessee  cove- 
nanting to  pay  an  additional  rent  for  the  use  of  a  culvert,  and  also 
an  annual  chief  rent^  to  lay  out  a  given  sum  in  repairs,  and  to  keep 
repured,  damage  by  fire  excepted.  The  lessors  to  have  option  of 
purchasing,  at  end  of  term,  machinery  erected  by  lessee ;  and  to 
accept  payment  of  rent  by  bills  of  exchange,  iL  690 

XII. — Underlease  by  three  joint  tenants,  of  a  house  in  the  Begent's  Park,  with 
the  use  of  foot  and  caniage-waj,  and  ornamental  gardens,  in  com- 
mon with  neighbourhood,  besides  ordinary  covenants  to  pay  rent» 
&c.;  covenant  by  underlessee  to  contribute  proportion  towards 
expenses  of  maintaining  roads  and  ornamental  garden,  and  watch- 
ing and  police ;  to  insure;  to  paint  in  a  mode  prescribed,  at  specified 
periods ;  with  power  to  underlessors  to  do  work  on  de&ult,and  recover 
expenses  as  rent.  Power  of  entry  to  underlessors  to  take  schedule 
of  fixtures,  to  see  condition  of  premises,  and  to  repair  adjoining 
premises.  Powers  to  park  gate-keepers  to  exclude  carts,  &c« ;  and 
other  provisions  adapted  to  general  benefit  of  the  neighbourhood. 
Power  to  underlessee  to  determine  lease  at  end  of  first  five,  seven, 
or  fourteen  years  of  term,  ii.  694 

XIII. — Lease  by  surviving  trustee,  granted  under  an  order  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, of  a  fimn  in  the  county  of  Norfolk ;  reserving  to  lessor  all 
brick-earth,  fish,  timber,  trees,  &c.,  hunting,  hawking,  shooting, 
&c.,  for  eight  years,  at  a  fixed  rent ;  and  an  additional  rent  for  every 
acre  of  pasture  converted  into  tillage,  or  used  contrary  to  good  hus- 
bandry. Proviso  for  lessor's  re-entiy  on  lessee's  nonpayment  of 
rent,  &c ;  becoming  bankrupt  or  insolvent,  &c.  Covenant  by  lessor 
to  keep  buildings  in  repair,  and  set  out  rough  timber;  to  allow 
bushes,  &c.,  for  firing.  Power  to  leasee  to  dig  clay  and  marL 
Lessor  to  make  lessee  allowance  for  thrashing  and  dressing  last  year's 
crop  on  premises,  &c.  Covenant  by  lessee  to  pay  rent  and  taxes — 
to  reside  in  fiurm-house— to  keep  premises  repaired— 4o  perform 
carriage  work  for  lessor — ^to  find  beer  for  workmen — to  supply 
wheat-straw — to  scour  ditches,  kc.,  clip  hedges,  preserve  trees, 
&c. ;  to  bring  actions  against  trespassers,  &c. ;  to  cultivate  land 
according  to  four-course  system,  &c.,  and  to  consume  muck  on^ 
premises,  &c.  Arrangements  as  to  incoming  tenants,  and  various 
other  provisions  applicable  to  farming  in  that  county,  ii.  706 

XIV. — Jjease  by  tenant  for  life,  under  a  power,  of  a  fiirm  in  the  county  of  Berks, 
at  rents  varying  every  fourth  year  of  the  term,  calculated  on  avenge 
price  of  com  for  preceding  four  years,  and  an  additional  rent  for 
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eviaty  acre  of  paatnn  eonverted  into  tillage.  Ooyenftntfl  i^plicable 
to  the  cnliiYation  of  a  fiurm  in  that  county.  Lessee  to  give  up  any 
twenty  acres,  on  reoeiTing  six  months'  notice,  and  annual  allowance 
for  same ;  to  proride  food  and  lodging  for  lessor's  steward  and 
attendants,  not  exceeding  eight  persons,  on  holding  court;  and 
stable  room  for  horses ;  allowanee  to  be  made  to  lessee.  Lessor  to 
find  timber  for  repairs,  and  to  pay  moiety  of  expense  of  repairs, 
except  windows  and  thatching,  it  718 

XY. — ^Agricultural  proTiaions  contained  in  a  lease  of  lands  in  the  Isle  of 
Ely,  IL  724 

XVI. — Lease  of  a  fiurm  in  the  county  of  Londondeny,  in  Irefamd,  with  appro- 
priate danses  for  its  management ;  and  power  to  the  lessee  to  cut  bog 
or  turf  for  domestic  consumption.  Power  to  the  lessors  to  resume  any 
part,  on  notice^  and  payment  of  compensation ;  to  be  settled  in  case 
of  dispute  by  referees.  Proviso  for  le-entry  on  the  lessee's  not 
paying  rent,  continuing  to  reside,  assigning  or  underletting,  build- 
ing, digging,  oflfonding  against  rerenue  laws,  or  becoming  bank- 
rupt or  insolvent,  ke,,  ii.  729 

XYIL— Lease  for  twenty-one  yean^  by  tmatees  of  a  tenn  of  ysars,  under  a  will, 
of  a  furnace  and  iron-works,  of  land,  and  of  mines  of  coal  and  iron- 
stone, reaerving  a  surfiMse  rent,  and  royalties  varying  with  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  mine,  and  the  different  qualities  and  market  value 
of  the  minerals ;  with  stringent  clauses  for  the  due  working  of  the 
mines,  kc,,  adapted  to  an  extensive  undertaking,  ii  740 

XYIIL^Lease  of  lands  in  the  county  of  Somerset  by  trustee  of  a  term,  mort- 
gagee, and  mortgagor,  and  of  a  coal  mine  underneath;  with  the 
usual  powers  for  working  same ;  reserving  a  fixed  surfiu^e  rent  for 
a  part  of  the  term,  and  augmented  rent  for  the  remainder,  and  a 
royalty  of  one^hth  of  the  gross  moneys  for  which  coal  shall  be 
sold,  and  a  proportionate  part  on  determination  of  the  term  before 
its  eflluxion  by  time;  with  a  covenant  to  raise  all  the  coal  within 
the  first  twenty-five  years,  or  to  pay  for  coal  unwrought  at  a  valua- 
tion. Power  to  lessee  to  determine  lease  at  end  of  first  twenty-five, 
thirty-five,  or  forty-five  years  of  term ;  and  lessee  to  have  right  of 
pre-emption  on  sale  by  mortgagor. 
[A  condse  precedent,  the  lessee's  object  being  rather  to  sink  a 

shaft  to  work  under  a(\joining  property,  than  to  obtain  the 

coal  under  the  lands  demised,  ii.  782] 

XIX. — ^Lease  of  a  lead  mine  in  the  Korth  Biding  of  the  county  ,of  York,  by 
trustees  under  a  power ;  reserving,  by  way  of  royalty,  a  fifth  of  the 
smelted  lead,  before  extraction  of  the  silver ;  with  power  of  distress 
to  the  lessors.  The  lessors  to  have  a  right  of  purchasing  the 
machinery  and  engines,  &c.,  at  the  end  of  the  term ;  and  the  lessees 
to  have  a  right  of  determining  the  lease  on  a  given  day.  With 
appropriate  clanses  for  the  due  working  of  the  mine,  ii  792 
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XX. — ^LeMe  of  faniitare  to  aooompanj  leMe  of  a  dwelling-hoiiBe,  iL  806 

XXL— -Foim  of  lease  pieacribed  by  the  act  of  5  4(  6  WilL  4.  c  69,  enUtled 
''An  Act  to  fiicilitate  the  ConTeyance  of  WorkhoiiseB,  and  other 
Property  of  ParisheB  and  of  Incorporations  or  Unions  of  Parishes  of 
England  and  Wales,"  ii  807 

XXII. — ^Form  of  lease  for  railwajs,  or  of  encroachmantB  in  the  royal  forests, 
granted  by  the  Conuniauoners  of  Woods  and  Forests,  under  10 
Geo.  4.  c.  50,  iL  808 

XXni. — ^Assignment  of  a  lease  for  years :  Yaiiations,  where  fixtures  are  indnded 
in  the  assignment^  iL  808 

XXIY. — Surrender  of  a  lease  by  an  assignee  on  a  purchase  by  the  rerermoner: 
with  variations  applicable  to  a  surrender  by  indorsement  on  the 
lease,  iL  810 

XXY. — Confirmation,  by  one  of  three  trustees  under  a  wiU,  of  a  lease  granted 
by  his  two  co-trustees  only :  by  indorsement  on  the  lease,  iL  811 

XXYI. — ^Declaration  and  coyenant  by  the  assignee  of  a  lease  with  the  lessor^  on 
his  licensing  an  assignment,  iL  818 

XX  V 11.— License  by  lord  of  manor  to  copyhold  tenant  to  demise,  by  wi^  of 
lease,  but  not  of  mortgage,  a  particular  tenement,  iL  816 

XXVUL— License  by  lord  of  manor  to  copyhold  tenant  to  demise  all  his  copyhold 
tenements,  ii.  816 

,  XXIX.— Memorial  of  a  lease  for  registration,  iL  817 

XXX. — ^Affidavit  to  be  substituted  for  personal  attendance  on  registration,  iL818 

XXXI.— Form  of  notice  of  owner's  intention  to  apply  to  justices  to  reooyer  poa- 
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A    TREATISE 


ON 


THE    LAW    OF    LEASES. 


INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS. 

A  GLANCE  at  the  early  history  of  tenures  discloses  many 
'^  important  features  of  distinction  between  the  ancient  and 
present  condition  of  a  lessee  for  years ;  and  it  is  interesting^ 
if  not  instructiye^  to  trace  the  gradual  amelioration  of  his 
state^  and  the  steps  by  which  his  existing  rights  and  privileges 
haye  been  developed  and  secured. 
The  period  when  terms  of  years  were  first  granted  can 

Anglo-Saxons^  there  is  every  reason  to  beUeve  that  they  were 
of  common  occurrence  for  some  time  anterior  to  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  First;  as  the  statute  of  6  Edward  1.  c.  11  {a), 
refers  to  a  letting  for  a  term  of  years  apparently  as  an  ordi- 
nary event ;  and  the  statute  De  Viria  Religiosis  {b)  imposed 

(a)  The  term  in  the  Act,  n  home  Tomlins,  ^if  a  man  kate  bis  tenement 

haut  $un  tenement  a  terme  de  cmuz^  is  for  term  of  years." 
translated,  as  well  in  the  Statutes  of  the  (6)  7  Edw.  1.  Stat  2.  c.l.    ^  Quod 

reahn,  published  in  1810  under  the  nuUus  religiosus  aut  alius  quicunque 

sanction  of  the  Record  Commissioners,  terras  aut  tenementa  aliqua  emere  vel 

as  in  those  edited  by  Rujfhead  and  vendere  aut  sub  colore  donationis  aut 
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the  penalty  of  forfeiture  on  any  person  religious  or  other 
whatsoever  that  would  buy  or  sell,  or  under  the  colour  of  gift 
or  lease  receive,  any  lands  or  tenements  whereby  they  might 
come  into  mortmain. 

At  first,  the  tenant  appears  to  have  been  regarded  rather 
as  the  bailiff  or  servant  of  the  lord,  and  accountable  for  the 
profits,  than  as  having  any  direct  property  in  the  land  {c). 
By  degrees,  however,  he  assumed  a  more  independent  posi- 
tion, and  acquired  a  defined,  though  limited,  interest  in  the 
soil  itself,  rendering  provisions,  grain,  or  other  agricultural 
produce  as  a  recompense  for  the  enjoyment ;  a  circumstance 
to  which  we  may  refer  the  adoption  in  modem  leases  of  the 
words  "  and  to  farm  let ;''  the  word /arm  or  feorme  being  an 
old  Saxon  term,  signifying  provisions  {d). 

The  term  granted  was  originally  of  short  duration  (e); 
indeed,  it  is  stated  by  Coke,  that  by  the  ancient  law  of 
England  for  many  respects  a  man  could  not  have  made  a 
lease  above  forty  years  at  the  most,  for  then  was  it  said  that 
by  long  leases  many  were  prejudiced,  and  many  times  men 
disherited  (/).  He  adds,  that  the  law  was  then  antiquated; 
and  Blackstone  mentions  (^)  that  Madox,  in  his  Formulare 
AngUcanum{h),  notices  some  leases  for  years  of  the  reigns  of 
Bd.  2  and  Edwd.  4,  which  considerably  exceeded  that  period. 


termini  rel  alterios  tituli  eujuscunque 
ab  aliquo  recipere  aat  alio  quovis  modo 
arte  vel  ingenio  sibi  appropxiare  pr8&- 
Bomat  gab  forisfactarft  eorundem  per 
quod  ad  manwin  mortnam  teire  et  te- 
nementa  hujusmodi  deyeniant  quoquo 
modo."  The  words  mb  colore  donct- 
tionis  aut  termim  are  translated,  as 
well  in  the  Statutes  of  the  realm,  men- 
tioned in  the  pieoeding  note,  as  in  Raff- 
head^s  &  Tomlins's,  •'under  colour  of 
gift  or  lease." 

(c)  Gilb.  Ten.  30.  Bacon  on  Leases, 
1.  2  Bla.  Ck>m.  141.  Case  of  the 
Queensbury  Leases,  1  Bli.  P.  C.  458. 

(<0  2  BU.  Com.  318.  Spelm.  Glos. 
229.  Reeyes,  in  his  History  of  the 
English  Law,  vol  1,  p.  301,  n.  (g),  2nd 


edn.,  says,  that  a  gift  for  a  term  of  life 
or  years  was  called  a  holding  cui^nnaiii, 
and  the  persons  so  holding  were  called 
finMurii :  and  that  fermoy  in  the  Italian, 
signifies  a  bargain  or  contract. 

(e)  Theobaldsv.Duifoy,9Mod.  101. 
1 03.  Wind  v,  JekyU,  1  P. Wms.  572. 574. 

(/)  Co.  Lit.  45,  b.  46,  a.  And  see 
Cotton's  case,  Godb.  191-2.  Rowles 
V,  Mason,  2  Brownl.  1 97.  4  H.  7.  p.  9. 
pi.  1  ;  and  O.  Bridgm.  by  Bann.  7. 

{g)  2  Bhi.  Com.  142.  1  Steph.  Com. 
266. 

Q)  Madox's  PorfMdareAngUcanwny 
No.  239,  foL  140,  demise  for  80  years, 
21  Rich.  2  ;  No.  245,  fol.  146,  for  the 
like  term,  A.D.  1429  ;  No.  248,  foL 
148,  for  50  years,  7  Edw.  4. 
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An  estate  for  a  term  of  years  amouBted  in  legal  estimation 
to  a  chattel^  as  distinguished  firom  a  freehold  interest.  It  was 
created  without  livery  of  seisin ;  assigned  without  that  solem- 
nity; was  subject  to  gift  by  will  long  before  the  Statute 
32  Hen.  8.  c.  l(t);  and^  on  the  intestacy  of  the  tenant^ 
whatever  might  be  the  length  of  the  term^  devolved^  with 
oth^  similar  property^  on  his  personal  representatives ;  marks 
of  the  inferiority  of  the  tenure  which  remain  uneffaced  at  the 
present  day.  Hence^  it  bore  the  distinctive  appellation  of  a 
chattel  real;  the  term  chattel  serving  to  denote  the  quality 
of  the  estate  in  the  substance  or  subject ;  the  word  real 
referring  to  the  substance  or  subject  in  which  that  estate 
existed. 

The  entry  of  the  lessee  perfected  his  estate  in  the  land;  and 
so  long  as  he  performed  the  duties  of  a  tenant^  he  had  a 
rightfol  title  during  the  term  against  the  lord  and  all  claim- 
ing under  him.  Against  paramount  titles^  however^  the 
tenant  had  no  defence ;  and  hence  a  mode^  the  offspring  of 
fraud  and  collusion,  was  devised  of  perverting  the  powerfrd 
machinery  of  the  law  to  the  purpose  of  despoiling  him  of  his 
possession.  A  feigned  recovery  was  suffered  by  the  rever- 
sioner, at  the  suit,  ostensibly,  of  a  hostile  stranger,  but,  in 
reality,  of  a  confederate ;  and  involved  the  destruction  of  the 
derivative  term  for  years,  the  recoveror  being  deemed  to  claim 
mider  a  title  superior  to  that  of  the  recoveree,  or  lessor,  and, 
of  course,  entering  and  evicting  the  lessee.  According  to  the 
better  opinion,  it  was  not  competent  to  the  termor  to  frdsify 
the  recovery ;  that  being  a  privilege  conceded  to  none  but  a- 
party  having  a  freehold  estate  {k).  It  is  true,  that  he  might 
seek  his  remedy  in  a  writ  of  covenant  for  damages ;  but  they 
were  a  poor  substitute  for  the  enjoyment  of  his  tenement, 
improved  probably  at  the  cost  of  great  skill,  labour,  and 
expense. 

<t)  Explained  by  34  &  36  Hen.  8.  5  Bli.  P.  C.  N.  S.  57.    See  also  Flower 

e.  5.  V,  RIgden,  Cro.  Eliz.  284.     Pledgard  ir. 

Qc)  Co.  lit.  46,  a.  325,  a.    Butl.  n.  1 .  Lake,  Cro.  Eliz.  718, 
2  Inst  322.  AAOoiigh*8cafle,9Co.l35,a. 
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Against  an  evil  so  serious  the  statute  of  Gloucester  (/)  was 
directed^  by  providing  ''that  if  any  man  lease  his  tenement 
in  the  City  of  London  for  term  of  years^  and  he  to  whom  the 
fireehold  belongeth  causeth  himself  to  be  impleaded  by  collu- 
sion^ and  maketh  default  after  default,  or  cometh  into  the 
court,  and  giveth  it  up,  for  to  make  the  termor  lose  his 
term,  and  the  demandant  hath  his  suit,  so  that  the  termor 
may  recover  by  writ  of  covenant;  the  mayor  and  bailiffs 
may  inquire  a  good  inquest,  in  the  presence  of  the  termor 
and  the  demandant,  whether  the  demandant  moved  his  plea 
upon  good  right  that  he  had,  or  by  collusion,  or  by  fraud  to 
make  the  termor  lose  his  term ;  and  if  it  be  found  by  inquest 
that  the  demandant  moved  his  plea  upon  good  right  that  he 
had,  the  judgment  shall  be  given  forthwith ;  and  if  it  be  found 
by  inquest  that  he  impleaded  him  by  fraud,  to  put  the  termor 
fit)m  his  term,  then  shall  the  termor  enjoy  his  term,  and  the 
execution  of  judgment  for  the  demandant  shall  be  suspended 
until  the  term  be  expired.  And  in  like  manner  it  shall  be 
of  equity  before  the  justices  in  such  case,  if  the  termor  do 
challenge  it  before  the  judgment.^' 

The  confined  operation  of  this  statute  counteracted  in  a 
great  measure  its  object  and  utility;  and  several  particulara 
are  noticed  in  which  it  was  defective;  among  which  were. 
First,  Its  inapplicability  to  parol  leases,  in  consequence 
of  the  words  in  the  statute,  so  that  the  termor  may 
recover  by  writ  of  covenant;  a  form  of  action  not  maintain- 
able unless  the  lease  were  by  deed(m).  Secondly,  Its  exten- 
sion to  a  recovery  by  defetult  only;  and  not  to  a  case  of 
feigned  pleading  (n) ;  and  Thirdly,  The  inability  of  the  termor 
to  obtain  relief  unless  he  gained  information  of  the  recovery, 
and  was  received  before  judgment  (o).    On  the  whole,  the 

(I)  6  Ed.  1.  c  11.    By  an  amiuing  recovery  in  London  againBt  a  termor.** 

error  of  the  preM,  in  Ruff  head's  edi-  (m)  Co.   lit.  46,  a.    2  Inst.  322. 

taon  of  the  Statutesat  large,  this  Act  is  1 0  E.  3.  45.  7. 

entitied  «« a  feigned  roffbery  against  him  (n)  Co.  lit  46,  a.    2  Inst.  323.    9 

in  the  reyernon,  to  make  the  termor  £.  3.  30.  45 ;  9  E.  3.  37.  15  ;  9  £.  3k 

lose  his  term."    In  the  Statutes  of  the  38.  16 ;  14  H.  8.  4.  4. 

reahn  issued  by  the  Record  Commis-  (o)  Co.  lit  46,  a.     2  Inst.   324. 

sioners^  the  marginal  note  is  **  Feigned  Keilw.  92,  b.  pi.  6. 
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tenant  derived  but  little  advantage  from  its  provisions ;  but 
no  additional  security  in  this  respect  was  thrown  around  him 
until  the  reign  of  Henry  the  8th^  when  an  effectual  check 
was  given  to  a  course  of  proceeding  alike  impolitic  and  unjust^ 
by  a  statute  (z?)^  which,  after  noticing  the  inconveniences  of 
the  then  existing  law,  empowered  (9)  termors,  including  those 
holding  without  writing,  as  well  as  those  holding  by  inden- 
ture, to  fEdsify,  for  their  terms  only,  recoveries  upon  feigned 
and  untrue  titles,  as  a  tenant  of  a  freehold  might  where  he 
was  neither  privy  nor  party  to  the  recovery ;  and  declared  (r) 
that  the  termors  should  hold  their  terms  according  to  their 
leases,  as  if  the  recoveries  had  not  been  suffered;  at  the  same 
time  giving  the  recoverors  the  like  remedy  against  the 
termors  for  the  rents  and  services,  and  for  waste,  as  the 
lessors  had. 

From  this  time  the  estate  of  tenant  for  years  ranked  with 
that  of  the  fi'eeholder  in  regard  to  stability  of  enjoyment;  the 
judicial  records  of  the  country  bearing  testimony  to  the  fi*e- 
quency  of  his  appeals  to  justice,  and  to  the  protection  and 
support  his  rightfrd  claims  never  failed  to  ensure. 

Though  his  estate  has  ever  retained  the  brand  of  its  original 
inferiority,  time  and  a  more  just  appreciation  of  his  position 
in  the  community  have  concurred  in  levelling  many  of  the 
distinctions  formerly  existing  between  him  and  the  freeholder; 
and  we  have  seen  the  leaseholder  for  years,  his  tenure  being 
in  part  his  qualification,  gradually  admitted,  under  certain 
conditions  and  restrictions,  to  a  participation  in  many  impor- 
tant civil  rights  and  functions  previously  withheld.  We  find 
him  privileged  to  kill  game  {s) ;  to  serve  as  a  juror  {t) ;  to  act 
in  the  commission  of  the  peace  (t^) ;  to  exercise  the  elective 
franchise  (t;) ;  and  even  to  perform  the  responsible  duties  of  a 

(p)  21  Hen.  8.  c  15.     Cooper  v.  (t)  3  Geo.  2.  e.  25,  s.  18,  repealed 

Denne,  Denne  v.  Cooper,  1  Yes.  Jim.  by  6  €reo.  4.  c.  50,  s.  62.     And  see 

565  ;  S.  C.  4  Bro.  C.  C.  80.  sect  1.  of  the  laat  Act. 

iq)  Sect  2.  («)  5  Geo.  2.  c.  18,  s.  1,  amended  by 

(r)  Sect  3.  18  Geo.  2.  c.  20. 

(s)  22  &  23  Car.  2.  c.  25,  s.  3,  now  (v)  2  W.  4.  c.  45,  8.  20. 
repealed  by  1  &2  W.  4.  c.  32. 
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representatiTe  in  the  Commons  House  of  Parliament  (ar).  In 
addition  to  which^  his  estate^  through  the  channels  of  aliena- 
tion^ settlement^  mortgage^  and  testamentary  disposition,  may 
be  made  subservient  to  most  of  the  various  purposes  suggested 
by  interest,  necessity,  or  caprice. 

These  remarks  are  applicable  only  to  leases  for  terms  of 
years. 

Leases  for  lives  seem  to  have  originated  under  the  system 
of  the  feudal  tenures  before  feuds  became  hereditary.  They 
conferred  a  freehold  interest,  with  its  concomitant  privileges; 
and  in  their  creation  were  attended  with  the  solemnities 
afterwards  adapted  to  the  case  of  a  fee-simple.  They  still 
retain  in  legal  estimation  their  superiority  as  an  estate  over 
leases  for  years ;  and,  until  lately  (y),  unless  a  mode  of  assur- 
ance operating  under  the  statute  of  uses,  or  a  common  law 
lease  and  release,  were  resorted  to,  or  a  reversion  or  remain- 
der were  leased  for  an  estate  of  freehold,  a  feoffment  with 
livery  of  seisin  was  essential  to  their  creation,  and,  with  the 
same  qualifications,  to  their  transfer  also. 

In  attempting  to  explain  the  law  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject of  these  volumes,  I  shall,  after  noticing, 

I,  The  definition  and  general  nature  of  a  lease ;  and 
briefly  adverting  to, 

II,  The  different  properties  of  a  demisable  nature ;  pro- 
ceed to  consider  in  order, 

III,  The  contracting  parties,  and  the  nature  of  their 

contract  :  showing  herein  the  distinction  be- 
tween an  actual  lease,  and  an  agreement  only 
for  a  lease ; 

IV,  The  term  of  the  lease  ; 

V,  The  instrument  of  demise ;   its  essential  and  formal 
parts ; 

(.r)  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  48,  &  2. 
(//)  Sec  7  &  H  Vict  c.  76,  s.  2  ;  and  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  106,  b.  2. 
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VI,  The  duration  of  the  liability  of  the  parties  under 
their  covenants ;  and  the  effect  of  the  transmis- 
sion by  act  of  law,  or  alienation  by  act  of  the 
party,  of  the  reversion,  or  the  lease ; 

VII,  The  determination  of  the  lease,  as  well  before  its 
regular  expiration,  as  by  efiSuxion  of  time ;  and, 
after, 

VIII,  Offering  a  few  remarks  respecting  the  preparation ; 
custody  j  stamping ;  and  registration  of  leases ; 
and  also  respecting  indorsements ; 

Finally,  add  a  variety  of  forms  and  precedents,  which  may 
be  referred  to  as  practical  illustrations  of  the  law 
contained  in  the  body  of  the  work,  and  be  ren- 
dered available  by  the  draftsman  to  facilitate  the 
despatch  of  actual  business. 


J^art  tje  ffixnt. 


OP  THE  DEFINITION  AND  GENERAL  NATURE 

OF  A  LEASE. 

A  LEASE  at  the  common  law  is  a  grant  (a)  or  assurance  of 
-^  a  present  or  future  interest^  for  life,  for  years,  or  at  will,  in 
lands  or  other  property  of  a  demisable  nature,  a  reversion  being 
left  in  the  party  &om  whom  the  grant  or  assurance  proceeds  (£)• 
A  pecuniaiylpeirt',  Uf  other  Yecompense,  though  not  essential 
to  the  contract  (c),  is  usually  reserved,  payable  yearly,  or  at 
other  stated  times,  during  the  term.  The  party  granting  the 
lease  is  called  the  lessor ;  he  to  whom  it  is  granted,  the  lessee. 
K  the  instrument  be  executed  by  the  lessee  only,  it  is  not  a 
lease  (^. 

In  this  definition  I  have  referred  to  a  reversion  being  left 
in  the  lessor  as  one  of  the  essential  conditions  of  a  lease;  but 
this  position  requires  further  observation. 

An  opinion  has  very  generally  prevailed  that  the  existence 
of  a  reversion  is  one  of  the  chief  characteristics  of  a  lease ; 
and,  what  amounts  to  the  same  thing  in  different  terms,  that 
a  transfer  of  the  whole  of  a  lessor's  estate  in  the  heredita- 
ments demised  operates  as  an  assignment,  to  the  exclusion  of 
a  reversion ;   in  proof  of  which  we  may  refer  not  only  to 

(a)  The  vord  grant  is  here  used  in  version,  vnfra. 
its  comprehensiye  or  popular  sense,  (c)  Knight's  case,  5  Co.  55,  a.,  1st 

and  not  according  to  its  strict  technical  resolation. 
import.  (d)  Doe  dem.  Marlow  v.  Wiggins,  4 

[h)  See  as  to  the  necessity  for  a  re-  Q.  B.  367  ;  S.  C.  3  Ga  &  Dav.  504. 
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express  judicial  decisions  (a)  but  to  the  pages  also  of  various 
text  writers  (/)  who  have.had  occasion  to  notice  the  subject. 
Within  the  last  five-and-twenty  years,  however,  the  point  has 
undergone  so  much  discussion,  and  so  irreconcileable  are  the 
cases  relating  to  it,  that  they  call  for  examination  with  some 
degree  of  particularity.  And  the  best  plan,  perhaps,  wiU  be 
to  notice  them  in  chronological  order,  reserving  till  the  con- 
clusion such  remarks  as  they  may  seem  to  require. 

In  the  case  of  Hicks  v.  Downing  {g),  the  distinction  between 
an  assignment  and  an  underlease  was  clearly  taken ;  and  it 
was  resolved,  that  if  lessee  for  years  of  a  house  assigned  over 
all  lus  term,  and  the  house  were  burnt  by  the  negligence  of  the 
assignee,  no  action  lay  for  the  assignor  against  the  assignee 
for  this;  for  the  assignor  had  no  residuary  interest  in  the  house. 
So,  if  lessee  for  three  years  assigned  his  term  for  four  years, 
or  demised  the  house  for  four  years,  he  did  not  by  this  gain  any 
tortious  reversion,  and  it  did  but  amount  to  an  assignment  of 
his  interest.     Other  early  cases  are  to  the  same  effect  (A). 

Poultney  v.  Holmes  (t)  appears  to  be  the  first  case  in  which 
a  contrary  doctrine  was  broached.  The  defendant  having  a 
term  for  years,  whereof  one  year  and  three  quarters  were  to 
come,  agreed  with  the  plaintiff  that  he  should  have  the 
premises  for  the  remainder  of  the  term,  paying  to  the 
defendant  the  same  rent  as  was  reserved  upon  the  original 
lease.  The  plaintiff  took  possession,  and  brought  trespass 
against  the  defendant  for  re-entry.  It  was  objected,  that 
this  amounted   to  an  assignment  of  the   lease,  and,  not 


(e)  See  the  cafles  in  this  and  the  fol- 
lowing pages. 

(/)  Lit  s.  215.  Shep.  Touch.  266. 
2  Bla.  Com.  317.  Woodf.  Landl.  & 
Ten.  53, 3rd  ed.  by  Harrison.  2  Prest 
Conv.  125.  Flintoff  on  Real  Property, 
vol.  2,  p.  579.  Jarm.  Prec.  by  Sweet, 
vol.  4,  p.  517  ;  vol.  5,  p.  430.  Watk. 
Conv.  Book  2,  chap.  4  &  9.  4  Bac. 
Ab.  ed.  by  Gwil.  &  Dodd,  vol.  4,  p.  632. 
margl.  note  ||.  Davids.  Prec.  vol.  1, 
p.  407. 

(^)  Hicks  V.  Downing,  alias  Smith  v. 
Baker,  1  Ld.  Raym.  99  ;   S.  C.  nom. 


Hicks  V.  Downling,  1  Salk.  IS. 

(h)  Wheeler  v.  Baker,  3  Salk.  10. 
Floyd  V.  Langlield,  Freem.  C.  P.  218 ; 
S.  C,  nom.  Loyd  v.  Langford,  2  Mod. 
174.  Jenison  v.  Lord  Lexington,  1  P. 
Wms.  555  ;  S.  C.  2  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  430, 
pi.  10.  Anon.,  Mo.  93,  pi  230;  and  see 
Crasoe  dem.  Blencowe  v,  Bugfoy,  2 
Wils.  234  ;  S.  C.  2  W.  Blac  766. 
Holfordv.  Hatch,  1  DougL  183.  Kin- 
nersley  v.  Orpe,  1  Dougl.  56.  Earl  of 
Derby  v.  Taylor,  I  East,  602. 

(i)  Poultney  V.  Holmes,  1  Stra. 
405. 
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being  in  writings  was  void  by  the  statute  of  frauds ;  which 
the  phdntiff's  counsel  answered  by  saying,  that  it  must 
be  taken  as  a  lease,  and  not  as  an  assignmentj  because 
the  reservation  was  to  the  lessee,  and  not  to  the  (»riginal 
lessor,  and  that  the  lessee  might  maintain  debt  for  rent 
upon  it,  though  he  could  not  distrain  for  want  of  a  rever- 
sion;  and  of  this  opinion  was  the  Chief  Justice. 

But  a  different  decision  was  pronounced  in  the  case  of 
Palmer  v.  Edwards  (k) .  A  lessee  for  a  term  of  years  assigned 
part  of  the  demised  premises,  at  a  yearly  rent,  reserving  a 
power  of  re-entry  on  nonpayment.  The  transfer  moreover 
contaimed  several  covenants  different  from  those  in  the  ori- 
ginal lease;  and  it  was  contended,  on  the  authority  of 
Poultney  v.  Holmes,  that  for  those  reasons  the  instrument 
did  not  amount  to  an  assignment;  but  constituted  the 
assignor  the  landlord  of  the  assignee.  But  the  Court  held 
that  it  was  an  assignment,  as  there  was  no  reversion  left : 
and,  BuUer,  J.,  commenting  on  the  case  of  Poultney  v. 
Holmes,  remarked,  that  it  only  determined  that  what  could 
not  be  supported  as  an  assignment  should  be  good  as  an  under- 
lease against  the  party  granting  it. 

In  Smith  t;.  Mapleback  (/),  too,  where  an  assignee  of  a 
lease  for  years  entered  into  the  following  agreement  with  the 
lessor :  '^  Agreement  between  Mr.  Smith  [the  lessor]  and  Mr. 
Sellon  [the  assignee]  for  thelhree  Jolly  Sailors  at  Rotherhithe: 
Mr.  Smith  to  have  the  house  on  the  terms  as  mentioned  in 
the  lease,  and  to  pay  8/.  10«.  over  and  above  the  rent  annually, 

m 

towards  the  good- will  already  paid  by  Mr.  SeUon ;  the  Court 
were  clearly  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  this  was  a  transfer 
of  the  assignee's  whole  interest,  and  not  an  underlease. 

A  similar  judgment  was  pronounced  in  the  case  of 
Parmenter  v.  Webber  (w),  where  a  lessee  agreed  with  A., 
that  he  should  have  the  farm  during  the  lease  for  the  same ; 
A.  to  remain  tenant  to  the  lessee  during  the  lease ;  and  the 

(k)  Palmer  v,  Edwarda,  1   Dougl.      Rep.  441. 
1 87,  n.  (m)  Panncnter  t\  Webber,  8  Taunt. 

(/)  Smith  V.   Bfapleback,    1    Term      593  ;  S.  C.  2  J.  B.  Mo.  656. 
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instrument  contained  particular  provisions  as  to  the  terms  of 
holdings  and  declared  that^  at  the  learing  of  the  farm^  A.  was 
to  be  paid  for  the  fallows  and  dung ;  the  instrument  being 
held  to  operate  as  an  absolute  assignment  of  all  the  lessee's 
interest  in  the  &rm. 

And  the  same  principle  was  acted  on  in  the  case  of  Doe  v> 
Bateman  (n).  The  defendant  Bateman  being  possessed  of  a 
term  of  years  in  the  premises  in  question  demised  them  to 
Freeman  for  a  term  coextensive  with  his  own,  reserving  rent, 
and  subject  to  certain  conditions ;  and  no  doubt  seems  to  have 
been  entertained  that  the  instrument  was  an  assignment  of 
the  whole  of  Bateman^s  interest. 

Hogan  v.  Fitzgerald  {o),  determined  in  Ireland,  ranks  on 
the  other  side.  A  lessee  for  three  lives  by  indenture  demised 
part  of  the  lands  comprised  in  his  lease  to  B.  for  the  lives  of 
the  same  cestuisque  vies,  with  the  usual  covenants  between 
lessor  and  lessee.  An  ejectment  by  civil  bill  having  been 
brought  against  B.  for  nonpayment  of  rent,  the  assistant 
barrister  pronounced  a  decree  for  the  plaintiff,  which  being 
appealed  from,  the  counsel  for  the  defendant  in  the  appeal 
insisted  that  the  ejectment  could  not  be  maintained,  inasmuch 
as  no  reversion  was  left  in  the  first  lessee ;  whereupon  the 
learned  judge,  Bushe,  C.  J.,  reserved  the  case  for  the  opinion 
of  the  judges ;  and  they  held  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled 
to  recover.  Burton,  J.,  dissentiente,  who  said  that  he  always 
considered  the  ejectment  for  nonpayment  of  rent  under  the 
statutes,  as  applicable  to  rent-service,  and  not  to  rent-charge 
or  fee-fBirm. 

The  case  of  the  lessee  of  Coyne  v.  Smith  (/?),  in  ejectment  in 
Ireland,  was  similar  in  its  circumstances,  and  Blackbume,  S., 
contended  that  the  action  could  not  be  supported  without  a 
reversion ;  but  he  was  stopped  by  the  Court,  who  said  that  it 
had  been  ruled  before  that  this  was  not  a  valid  objection  to 


(n)  Doe  dem.  Freeman  v.  Bateman,  on  this  case,  post,  p.  13. 
2  Barn.  &  Aid.  168.  (p)  Lessee  of  Coyne  r.  Smith,  Bat. 

(o)  Hogan  v.  Fitzgerald,  1  Huds.  &  90,  n.  (*). 
Br.  77,  n.    See  the  remarks  of  Jebb,  J., 
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the  action  of  ejectment  for  nonpayment  of  rent ;  and  that 
thej  would  not  again  suffer  it  to  be  argued  upon  a  mere  point 
saved;  that  the  ejectment  statutes  were  to  be  construed  in 
&your  of  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant^  and  that  there 
were  sufficient  grounds  for  holding  this  to  be  a  case  within 
the  benefit  of  those  statutes. 

In  Rankin  v.  Newsam  {q),  also  an  Irish  case^  a  lessee  for 
years,  by  a  deed  which  purported  to  be  a  lease,  demised  the 
premises  for  a  term  of  years  exceeding  Ids  own ;  and  a  ques* 
tion  arose  as  to  his  right  to  avow  for  a  distress.  Jebb,  J.,  in 
delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  said,  that  the  instru- 
ment avowed  upon  was,  in  point  of  law,  an  assignment,  and 
not  a  lease,  there  being  no  reversion  reserved;  and,  as  it  was 
clear  that  the  avowauts  had  no  other  title  than  that,  the 
avowry  could  not  be  sustained  on  the  issue  joined  on  the  plea 
of  wm  iemdt.  Hogan  v.  Fitzgerald  being  cited  for  the  defen- 
dant, Jebb,  J.,  remarked,  with  respect  to  that  decision  there 
certainly  was  a  difference  of  opinion  among  the  judges ;  it 
was  not  argued  by  counsel,  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  he  did  not  consider  himself  bound  by  it.  And  we  may 
here  notice  that  the  learned  judge  again  expressed  himself  to 
the  same  effect  in  the  late  case  of  Fawcett  v.  Hall  (r). 

Preece  v.  Corrie  {s)  came  next.  A  lessee  being  possessed  of 
the  remainder  of  a  term  which  would  expire  on  the  11th  of 
November,  18S6,  on  the  11th  of  September  in  the  same  year 
onHy  let  the  premises,  to  hold  till  the  same  11th  of  Novem- 
ber, paying  270/.  rent  immediately.  The  Court,  recognising 
the  authority  of  Poultney  v.  Holmes,  held,  that  the  transaction 
amounted  to  a  demise,  and  not  to  an  assignment,  though  it 
would  not  entitle  the  lessor  to  distrain. 

The  question  was  most  elaborately  argued  in  the  case  of 
Pluck  V.  Digges  (t),  which  occurred  in  Ireland,  and  afterwards 
came  before  the  House  of  Lords  on  appeal.    A  lease  having 

(g)  Rankin  v.  Newsam,  1  Huds.  &  S.  C.  2  Mo.  &  Pa.  57  ;  Best,  afterwards 

Br.  70.  Lord  Wynford,  C.  J.,  presiding. 

(r)  Fawoett  v.  Hall,  Ale.  &  Nap.  (0  Flnck  v.  Digges,  2  Huds.  &  Br. 

248,  253,  stated  post,  p.  16.  1  ;  S.  C,  on  appeal,  D.  P.,  5  Bli.  P.  C. 

(f)  Preece  v.  Corrie,  5  Bing.  24  ;  N.  S.  31 ;  2  Duw.  &  CI.  180. 
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been  granted  for  three  lives^  with  a  covenant  for  perpetual 
renewal^  the  parties  claiming  nnd^  it  by  indenture  released 
the  premises  to  one  Plucky  from  whom  the  plaintiff  derived 
his  title^  for  the  same  lives  as  those  on  which  the  original 
lease  was  held^  though  this  fact  did  not  appear  on  the  face  of 
the  deed  of  release.  A  rent  was  reserved,  and  the  deed  con- 
tained a  provision  for  distress  and  entry  on  nonpayment, 
and  a  covenant  for  perpetual  renewal,  provided  that  the  lives 
to  be  added  should  be  the  same  as  those  added  to  the  original 
lease.  A  distress  having  been  taken  for  an  arrear  of  rent, 
upon  replevin,  the  defendants  pleaded  their  title  by  a  general 
avowry  under  the  Irish  statute,  25  Geo.  2.  c.  18  («).  The 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  decided  in  favour  of  the  defendants, 
notwithstanding  the  plaintiff's  argument  that  he  was  entitled 
to  a  verdict  on  the  plea  of  turn  tenuit,  as  it  appeared  by  the 
evidence  that  the  persons  in  whose  names  the  defendants  had 
avowed  had  not  any  reversion  in  the  premises  at  the  time  of 
making  the  distress.  The  case  then  came  on  a  writ  of  error 
before  the  Irish  Exchequer  Chamber,  where  the  judgment  of 
the  Common  Pleas  was  affirmed  by  six  judges  (<r)  against 
four  {y) ;  the  former  maintaining  that  the  release  to  Pluck 
operated  as  a  lease,  and  that  a  reversion  was  not  necessary  to 
the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant ;  the  latter  affirming  ^st 
the  deed  operated  as  an  assignment,  and  that*the  relation  of 
landlord  and  tenant  could  not  subsist  without  a  reversion. 
Thence  the  case  was  carried  to  the  House  of  Lords,  where 
the  judgment  of  the  Court  below  was  reversed.  Lord  Ten- 
terden,  after  noticing  the  facts,  and  the  facilities  afforded  by 
the  statutes  to  a  landlord  of  avowing  without  setting  forth  his 
title  to  the  land,  and  speaking  of  the  deed  of  release  as  an 
ajssignment  of  the  whole  interest,  observed,  that  the  exemp- 
tion was  not  by  either  of  the  statutes  permitted  in  the  case  of 
a  rent-charge  on  land,  payable  to  a  person  who  had  no  rever- 

(tf)  The  22nd  section  of  the  English  land,  B. ;  Smith,  B. ;  O'Grady,  C.  B. ; 

statute,  11  Geo.  2.  c.  19,  is  similar  to  and  Plnnket,  G.  J.  C.  P. 

the  4th  section  of  the  Irish  Act  (y)  Vandeleur,  J.;  Jebb,  J.;  John- 

(x)  Torrens,  J.;  Moore,  J.;  M'Cle-  son,  J.;  and  Bushe,  C.  J. 
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sionary  interest  in  the  land;  that  the  rent  in  the  case  before 
the  Court  eonld  not  be  considered  as  rent-service^  or  as  rent 
reserved  by  a  landlord,  and  payable  by  his  tenant ;  that  there 
could  not  be  such  rent  where  there  was  no  reversion;  and, 
therefore,  that  there  was  not  in  the  case  a  rent  of  the  descrip- 
tion which  came  within  the  provisions  of  the  statute.  Lord 
Wynford  concurred  in  this  opinion  (r) ;  but  thought  that 
some  legislative  measure  should  be  introduced  to  prevent  the 
£edlure  of  the  remedy  by  distress. 

Next  came  Doe  v.  Ries  (a),  in  which  the  instrument  on 
which  the  question  arose  was  to  the  following  effect : — ^Me- 
morandum of  an  agreement  between  K.  of  the  one  part  and 
P.  of  the  other  part.  The  said  E.  agrees  to  let,  and  the  said 
P.  agrees  to  take.  All,  &c.,  for  the  term  of  60  years,  or  there- 
abonts,  being  the  whole  term  that  the  said  K.  has  the  said 
premises  leased  unto  him ;  at  the  yearly  rent  or  siun  of  5257., 
dear  of  taxes,  &c. ;  the  said  rent  to  be  paid  quarterly  on  the 
four  most  usual  days  of  payment  of  rent ;  the  first  payment 
to  be  made  for  the  half  quarter  at  Christmas  next.  The  said 
P.  also  agrees  to  insure  the  whole  of  the  premises  in  the 
Westminster  Fire  Office  in  the  sum  of  5000/.,  in  the  joint 
names  of  P.  and  £.,  or  such  other  name  or  names  as  they 
may  appoint.  The  said  lease  and  counterpart  to  be  prepared 
by  the  attorney  of  the  said  K.,  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
said  P.,  and  to  contain  all  the  clauses,  covenants,  and  agree- 
ments, that  the  said  £.  has  entered  into  and  agreed  upon  in 
the  lease  granted  unto  him  of  the  aforesaid  premises.  P.  to 
have  the  benefit  of  the  insurance  which  has  been  lately  paid, 
without  any  charge  or  expense  to  himself  for  the  same.  And 
the  instrument  was  held  to  operate  as  a  demise,  although  the 
Court  admitted  that,  as  far  as  the  term  was  concerned,  there 
seemed  to  have  been  an  intention  to  assign  it.  The  case  of 
Pluck  V.  Digges  was  not  referred  to. 
The  question  arose  again  in  the  case  of  Thorn  v,  Wool- 

(2)  Henee  it  may  be  inferred  that      p.  13,  had  undergone  a  change, 
the  opinion  expreeaed  by  his  lordahip  (a)  Doe  dem.  Pearson  v,  Ries,  8 

in  Preeoe  r.  Corrie,  5  Bing.  24,  sop.      Bing.  178  ;  S.  C.  1  Mo.  &  Sc.  259. 


16  GENERAL   NATURE   OF    A    LEASE:  [Past  I. 

combe  (b),  where  a  lessee  for  years  demised^  leased^  set^  and  to 
farm  let^  the  premises  in  dispute  for  a  longer  term  than  his 
own ;  and  Lord  Tenterden,  C.  J.,  who  delivered  the  judgment  of 
the  Courts  said^  that  the  deed  left  no  reversion  in  the  lessee; 
that  his  entire  interest  passed  by  it ;  and  he  laid  down  as  a 
rule^  that  where  that  took  place  the  deed  operated  as  an 
assignment^  whatever  might  be  the  form  of  words  used  in  it. 

The  circumstances  of  the  case  of  Fawcett  v.  Hall  (c),  which 
was  the  next  in  order  of  time^  were  similar  to  those  of  Pluck 
V.  Digges.  A  lessee  for  lives  demised  the  premises  to  another 
for  the  same  lives^  with  the  usual  clause  of  a  power  of  distress 
and  entry;  the  only  difference  being  that  the  action  was 
ejectment  instead  of  replevin;  and  the  Court  were  unani- 
mously of  opinion^  on  the  authority  of  Pluck  v,  Digges^  and 
Bankin  v.  Newsam^  that  a  reversion  was  an  essential  ingre* 
dient  in  constituting  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant: 
And  they  also  held  that  there  was  no  substantial  distinction 
between  the  case  of  a  replevin  and  an  ejectment  for  nonpay- 
ment of  rent,  with  reference  to  the  necessity  for  a  reversion. 

Notwithstanding  these  cases^  it  was  held  in  Baker  v. 
Orost\mg{d)f  on  the  authority  of  Poultney  v.  Holmes,  that  a 
demise  by  a  lessee  for  a  longer  term  than  he  himself  had, 
reserving  a  rent,  operated  as  a  demise.  The  point  arose  only 
incidentally.  It  is  observable,  however,  that  the  Court  were 
apprised  of  the  case  of  Thorn  v.  Woolcombe;  but  Tindal,  C.  J., 
dismissed  it  by  saying,  that  it  amounted  to  no  more  than  a 
decision  that  where  a  term  was  merged  in  the  inheritance, 
the  rent  reserved  was  extinguished.  No  mention  was  made 
of  Rankin  v.  Newsam,  or  Pluck  v,  Digges. 

So,  in  another  case  in  the  Irish  Exchequer  of  Pleas  (e),  where 
a  lessee  pur  autre  vie  demised  the  premises  to  another  for  the 
same  life,  reserving  a  rent,  for  nonpayment  of  which  the 
lessor  brought  an  action .  of  ejectment,  though  Pluck  v. 

(b)  Thorn  v,  Woolcombe,  3  Bam.  &  (d)  Baker  v.  Goetling,  1  Bing.  N.  C. 

Add.  586.  19  ;  S.  C.  4  Mo.  &  Sc.  639. 

(e)  Fawoett  v.  Hall,  Ale.  &  Nap.  {e)  Leasee  of  Walah  v.  Feely,  Jo. 

248.  413. 
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Di^es  and  Fawcett  v.  Hall  were  cited,  it  was  held  that  the 
action  could  be  maintained;  the  Court  considering  that  Pluck 
9.  Digges,  being  a  case  of  distress,  and  not  of  ejectment,  and 
Fawcett  v.  Hall,  as  founded  upon  it,  did  not  affect  the  case 
before  them. 

In  the  next  case  (/)  on  the  subject,  where  the  form  of  action 
was  covenani,  the  circumstances  were  similar  to  those  in  Baker 
9.  Gostling.  An  assignee  of  a  lease  professed  to  demise,  lease, 
set,  and  to  farm  let,  part  of  the  premises  for  a  term  exceeding 
his  own;  and  Tindal,  C.  J.,  in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the 
Court,  used  the  following  strong  terms: — ''The  only  question, 
therefore,  is,  whether,  if  lessee  for  ninety-nine  years  demises 
for  a  longer  term,  such  demise  operates  in  law  as  an  assign- 
ment. And  we  entertain  no  doubt  but  that,  for  a  very  long 
period,  the  law  has  been  held  that  it  has  such  operation,  and 
may  be  so  treated  in  pleading.  The  resolution  of  the  Court  in 
Hicks  V.  Downing,  1  Ld.  Baym.  99,  is  in  point.''  His  Lord- 
ship also  referred,  for  the  same  conclusion,  to  Palmer  v. 
Edwards,  and  Parmenter  v.  Webber.  This  decision  is  the 
more  important  from  Poultney  r.  Holmes,  Preece  v.  Corrie, 
and  Baker  v.  Gostling,  being  cited  by  the  counsel  for  the 
defendant,  who  maintained  that  the  instrument  operated  as 
an  underlease. 

Sir  Edward  Sugden,  C,  also  lately  stated  {g)  that  a  sub- 
demise  by  a  lessee  for  lives  for  the  same  lives  left  no  rever- 
sion in  the  lessor,  and,  consequently,  that  the  rent  reserved 
was  not  a  rent  within  the  Acts  enabling  landlords  to  avow 
generally  for  their  rent. 

In  addition,  we  may  mention  that  the  authority  of  Poultney 
V.  Holmes  was  strongly  assailed  by  Parke,  B.  in  the  late  case 
of  Barrett  v.  Bolph(A).  The  learned  Baron  declared  that  it 
certainly  could  not  be  supported  on  the  ground  of  the  reserva- 


(/)  WoOaston  v.  Hakewill,  8  Seotfs  (ff)  Fitzgerald  v.  O'Connell,  1  Jo.  & 

N.  R.  593.  616.    And  see  Pasooe  v.  La  Ton.  Ir.  Ch.  134. 156. 

Paoeoe,  3  Bing.  N.  G.  898 ;  S.  C.  5  {h)  Barrett  v.  Rolph,  14  Mees.  ^c 

Scott,  117.  WeL348.  352. 

VOL.  I.  C 
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lion  of  rent: — ^that  it  was  certainly  of  very  doubtfdl  authority: 
— ^that  it  was  very  questionable  whether  it  was  good  ]kw,  espe- 
cially since  the  decision  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in 
Parmenter  v,  Webber; — and  that  it  was  yery  dilSicult  to  say 
that^  because  an  instrument  was  by  parol^  and  therefore  could 
not  operate  as  an  assignment^  it  was  to  be  construed  to  give 
less  interest  than  the  parties  intended.  He  considered  that 
that  doctrine  could  not  be  sustained. 

From  this  statement  of  the  cases^  the  difference  of  opinion 
on  the  subject  will  be  obvious.  To  sum  them  up^  it  appears 
that^  in  favour  of  the  doctrine  of  an  instrument  passing  aU  a 
lessor's  estate  being  construed  as  a  demise^  and  of  a  lease 
][)eing  good  without  a  reversion  in  the  lessbr^  are  the  following 
cases: — 1.  Poultney  v.  Holmes;  2.  Hogan  v.  Fitzgerald^  in 
which  the  Court  were  not  unanimous;  and  of  which  the 
authority  has  been  twice  denied  by  Jebb^  J.;  3.  The  lessee  of 
Coyne  v.  Smith,  where  the  Court  stopped  the  ai^ument  of 
counsel  opposed  to  that  view ;  4.  Preece  v,  Corrie,  coupled  with 
the  qualifying  circumstance  of  Lord  Wynford's  subsequently 
concurring  in  the  reversal  of  the  judgment  in  Pluck  t?.  Digges, 
which  was  opposed  in  doctrine  to  Preece  v.  Corrie;  5.  Doe 
dem.  Pearson  v.  Ries,  in  which  the  Court  adverted  to  the 
apparent  intention,  as  far  as  the  term  was  concerned,  to  effect 
an  assignment;  6.  Baker  v.  Gostling,  where  the  point  under 
discussion  was  only  incidentally  raised ;  in  addition  to  which 
Tindal,  C.  J.,  afterwards  concurred  in  the  opposmg  case  of 
Wollaston  v.  Hakewill ;  and,  7.  The  lessee  of  Walsh  v.  Feely. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  find  declaring  that  a  lease  cannot 
subsist  without  a  reversion,  and  that  a  transfer  of  the  whole 
of  the  lessor's  interest  operates  as  an  assignment;  1.  Hicks  v. 
Downing;  2.  Pabner  v.  Edwards;  3.  Smith  v.  Mapleback; 
4s.  Parmenter  v,  Webber;  5.  Doe  dem.  Freeman  v.  Bateman; 
6.  Rankin  v.  Newsam;  7.  Pluck  v.  Digges,  decided  in  the 
highest  court  of  appeal;  8.  Thorn  v.  Woolcombe;  9.  Fawcett 
V.  Hall;  10.  Wollaston  v.  Hakewill;  11.  the  declaration  of" 
Sir  E.  Sugden  in  Fitzgerald  v.  (yConnell;  and,  12.  Mr. 
Baron  Parke's  censure  of  Poultney  v.  Holmes ;  not  to  advert 
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particularly  to  those  referred  to  in  a  former  page  (t) ;  from  aU 
which  it  is  not^  perhaps^  too  much  to  conclude  that  a  rever- 
sion is  essential  to  a  lease;  and  under  these  drcumstances  I 
have  not  hesitated,  in  the  definition  of  a  lease  (^),  to  speak  of 
a  reversion  as  a  condition  indispensable  to  its  eidsteiice ;  and 
we  may  also  conclude  that,  where  all  the  grantcHr's  estate  is 
transfisrred,  the  instrument  will  operate  as  an  assignment 
notwithstanding  the  reservation  of  a  rent  to  the  grantor,  or 
a  right  of  re-entry  on  nonpayment,  or  on  the  nonperfoim- 
anoe  by  the  grantee  of.  covenants  contained  in  it,  and 
although  words  of  demise  be  used  instead  of  words  of  assign- 
ment. 

It  is  dear  that  if  a  tenant  £rom  year  to  year  demises  for  a 
term  of  years,  and  the  original  tenancy  from  year  to  year 
lasts  beyond  that  term,  such  a  demise  is  not  an  assignment, 
but  there  is  a  reversion,  on  which  an  action  of  covenant  may 
be  maintained  (/). 

In  connection  with  this  subject  we  may  notice  the  case  of 
Hartshome  v.  Watson  (m).  A.,  an  assignee  of  a  lease  for 
years,  entered  into  an  agreement  with  B.,  whereby  he,  A., 
agreed,  in  consideration  and  on  payment  of  the  sum  of  200/. 
and  interest  at  liie  times  and  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  a 
warrant  of  attorney  bearing  even  date  therewith,  to  assign  unto 
the  said  B.,  his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  at  his 
or  their  request,  costs,  and  charges,  the  said  lease;  to  hold 
the  same  to  B.,  his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns, 
for  the  term  of  eleven  years  from  Lady-day  then  last,  being 
the  residue  of  the  term  in  the  indenture  of  lease  demised,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  100/.,  and  under  and  subject  to  the  cove- 
nants, provisoes,  and  agreements,  in  the  indenture  of  lease 
contained;  and  the  said  B.  agreed  to  accept  the  said  lease  on 
payment  of  the  sum  of  200/.  and  interest ;  and  in  the  mean- 


(0  Ante,  p.  10,  n.  (A).  909  ;  S.  C.  4  Man.  &  Ry.  661.    Curtis 

{h)  Ante,  p.  9.    See  ako  a  note  on  v.  Wheeler,  Mood.  &  Malk.  493. 

this  imbject  In  5  Man.  &  Ry.  157.  (m)  Hartshome  v,  Watson,  5  Ding. 

(0  Oxley  V.  James,  13  Mee8.&  Wei.  N.  C.  477  ;  S.  C.  7  Scott,  494  ;  2  Am. 

209.    Pike  r.  Eyre,  9  Bara.  &  Ores.  70.       ^ 
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time  and  until  such  assignment  should  be  made  well  and 
truly  to  pay  the  rent^  and  perform  the  coyenants,  conditions^ 
and  agreements,  in  the  said  indenture  of  lease  contained,  and 
of  and  firom  the  same  to  save  harmless  and  keep  indemnified 
the  said  A.,  his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns ;  and 
it  was  thereby  agreed  that,  in  case  default  should  be  made  in 
payment  of  all,  or  any,  or  either  of  the  instalments  mentioned 
in  the  said  warrant  of  attorney,  A.  should  be  at  liberty  to  re- 
enter, and  to  enjoy  the  said  premises  as  in  his  former  estate. 
The  instrument  was  construed  to  be  an  agreement  to  assign, 
and  not  an  assignment,  as  it  was  clearly  not  to  receive  its 
effect  firom  the  consideration  of  a  promised  payment,  but 
only  firom  the  actual  payment  of  the  ^00/.,  A.  retaining  a 
hold  on  the  premises  by  way  of  security  in  the  mean- 
time. 

According  to  Lord  Coke  (»),  the  term  lease  is  derived  firom 
the  Saxon  word  leapum  or  leasum,  for  that  the  lessee  oometh 
in  by  lawfiil  means.  It  is  clear  that  even  before  the  late  act 
of  8  &  9  Vict.,  c.  106  (o),  a  lease  for  years  could  not  be  gained 
otherwise  (p) ;  it  was  an  innocent  conveyance,  and  if  made  by 
a  stranger  would  not  amount  to  a  disseisin  in  fact,  without  a 
forcible  entry  by  the  lessee,  or  an  avowed  intention  to  dis- 
seise (q) :  if  made  by  a  tenant  for  a  period  which  might  exceed 
his  own  estate,  as  if  one  possessed  of  a  term  for  twenty  years 
granted  for  nineteen  to  commence  after  his  death;  or  for  a 
term  of  years  which  must  exceed  his  own(r),  as  if  one  pos- 
sessed of  a  term  for  three  years  granted  it  for  four;  it  occa- 
sioned no  interruption  of  the  title  to  the  fireehold,  and 
consequently  did  not  work  a  forfeiture  («),  not  even  if  made 
by  lessee  at  will,  unless  the  lord  elected  to  treat  it  as  a 


(n)  Co.  lit  43,  b. 

(o)  8  &  9  Vict  c.  106,  which  pro- 
vided, sect  2,  Ihat  a  feofiVnent  made 
after  the  Ist  of  Oct  1845  shall  not  have 
any  tortious  operation.  It  repealed  7 
&  8  Vict  c.  76. 

(p)  Helyar's  case,  6  Co.  24,  b. 

(9)  JerriU  v.  Weare,  3  Price,  575. 

(r)  Stomfil  V,  Hicks,  Holt,  M  ;  S.  C. 


2  Salk.  413.  Eastcoort  v.  Weeks»  1 
Salk.187.  Greev.Studley,  cited,  Holt, 
414.  Roe,  or  Rowe,  v.  WilliainBOii,  2 
Lev.  140  ;  S.  C.  3  Keb.  490  ;  Freem. 


400.    Hicks  V.  Downing,  alias  Smith  v. 
Baker,  1  Ld.  Raym.  99. 

(«)  Hicks  V.  Downing,  sop.  East- 
court  17.  Weeks,  sup.  And  see  Wood 
V.  Reignold,  Cro.  Eliz.  764. 854- 
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dis8ei8m(/).  Upon  the  same  principle,  and  the  law  was  the 
same  before  the  enabling  statute  («),  a  lease  for  jears  by 
tenant  in  tail,  as  it  conveyed  no  more  than  could  be  right- 
ftdly  conveyed,  did  not  operate  as  a  discontinuance  (^). 

A  lease,  however,  for  life  or  years  will  operate  as  a  revoca- 
tion of  a  devise  to  the  extent  of  the  estate  comprised  in  the 
lease,  whether  it  be  granted  to  a  stranger  or  the  devisee 
himself,  provided,  in  the  latter  case,  that  it  begin  immediately, 
or  futurely  in  the  testator's  lifetime,  as  it  may  then  determine 
before  his  death  (y);  but  a  lease  granted  by  a  testator  to  his 
devisee  of  the  lands  devised,  for  a  term  to  commence  after 
the  testator's  death,  will  effect  a  total  revocation  of  the 
devise,  although  the  lease  be  delivered  to  a  stranger  to  the 
use  of  the  devisee,  and  the  stranger  do  not  deliver  it  to 
the  devisee  till  after  the  testator's  death,  and  although  the 
devisee  never  agree  to  it ;  for  the  impossibility  of  both  estates 
subsisting  together  affords  evidence  of  an  alteration  of  the 
testator's  intention  (2r). 

So,  a  lease  on  which  a  rent  is  reserved  will  revoke  a  volun- 
tary conveyance  within  the  Statute,  27  EUz.  c.  4,  whether  a 
gross  sum  be  paid  by  way  of  consideration  or  not  (a). 

A  demise  of  land  empowers  the  lessee  to  work  open  mines ; 
though  he  cannot  open  new  ones  without  being  guilty  of 
waste  {b) ;  but  if  the  demise  be  of  land  and  all  mines  therein, 
and  no  mine  be  open  at  the  time,  the  lessee  may  open  a 

(0  Pow8eIey,or  Pouseley,  v.  Black-  skins  v.  Whood,  Cro.  Jac.  690  ;  S.  C, 

man,  or  Blakenuui,  Cro.   Jac.    659;  nom.  Hodgkinsonne  v.  Whood,  Cro. 

Pahn.  201  ;  2  RoL  284  ;  S.  C,  nom.  Car.  23.    Perkins  v.  Walker,  1  Vem. 

Poneslej  v.  Blackman,  J.  Bridg.  12  ;  97.    Cave  v.  Holford,  3  Yes.  653. 

cited,  Ltttch,  53.    Fisher's  case.  Latch,  (z)  Ibid. 

75.    lit  8.  588.    3  Mod.  196.    Blun-  .    (a)  Cross  v.  Faustenditcfa,  Cro.  Jac. 

den  r.  Ban^,  Cro.  Car.  802  ;  S.  C.  W.  180. 

Jo.  315.  (^)  Saunder'a  case,  5  Co.  12,  a. ; 

(«)  32  Hen.  8.  c.  28.  S.  C,  nom.  Sannders  v.  Marwood,  I 

(z)  Lit  s.  622.    See  also  Baker  v.  Brownl.  241.    Co.  Lit  54,  b.    Astry 

Hacking,  Hutt  126.     The  law  of  dis-  v.  Balh^rd,  2  Mod.  193  ;  S.  C.  2  Lev. 

continuance  was  abolished  for  ahnost  185  ;'Freem.  K.  B.  444  ;  S.  C,  nom. 

all  practical  purposes  by  the  Ute  statute  Astrec  v.  Ballard,  T.  Jo.  71  ;  S.  C.  3 

of  lunitations,  3  &  4  W.  4.  c.  27,  s.  39.  Keb.  709. 723. 761 .  765. 766.  776.    The 

(y)  Sheers  o.  Lammas,  1 1  Mod.  365.  writ  of  waste  was  abolished  by  the  sta- 

Croke  v.  Bullock,  Cro.  Jac.  49;  Hodge-  tute,  3  &  4  W.  4.  c.  27,  s.  36. 
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]nine(c) ;  if^  however,  the  demise  be  of  land  and  mines,  some 
being  open,  and  others  not  open  at  the  time,  the  dose  mines 
wiU  not  pass(£Q. 

There  is  reason  to  suppose  that  an  implied  trust  cannot 
subsist  between  a  lessor  and  lessee ;  because  every  lessee  is 
a  purchaser  by  his  contract  and  covenants,  which  seem  to 
exclude  aU  implication  of  a  trust  for  the  lessor;  and,  there- 
fore, if  in  that  case  there  be  any  trust  at  all,  it  is  apprehended 
that  it  must  be  in  ¥nriting(e). 

If  the  lease  be  but  for  half  a  year,  or  a  quarter,  or  any  less 
time^  the  lessee  is  respected  as  tenant  for  years,  and  is  styled 
so  in  some  legal  proceedings^  a  year  being  the  shortest  term 
of  which  the  law  in  this  case  takes  notice  (/).  The  estate  of 
lessee  for  years  is  called  a  term,  /ermtmcf,  because  its  duration 
or  continuance  is  bounded^  limited,  and  determined;  for 
every  such  estate  must  have  a  certain  beginning  and  a 
certain  end  (g). 

A  lease  for  years  must  be  perfected  by  the  entry  of  the 
lessee  (A);  a  lease  for  life  made  before  the  1st  of  October, 
1845  (f),  by  Kvery  of  seisin (*).  Before  entry,  the  whole  estate 
remains  in  the  lessor  (/),  the  lessee  for  years  having  in  strict- 
ness no  estate^  but  merely  a  right,  denominated  an  inieresse 
termini  {m),  which^  though  assignable  (n),  cannot  be  the 
foundation  for  a  release  by  way  of  enlargement  £rom  the 


(c)  Sannder's  case,*  5  Co.  12,  a.  ; 
S.  C,  uom.  Saunders  v.  Marwood,  1 
BrownL  241.  Co.  Lit.  54,  b.  Astry 
V.  Ballard,  2  Mod.  193 ;  S.  C.  2  Lev. 
185  ;  Freem.  K.  B.  444 ;  S.  C,  uom. 
Astree  v.  Ballard,  T.  Jo.  71  ;  S.  C.  3 
Keb.  709.  723. 76 1. 765. 766. 776. 

(d)  Astry  v.  Ballard,  sup.  Co.  Lit, 
54,  b. 

(e)  PUkington  v.  Bayley,  7  Bro.  P. 
C.  526  ;  TomL  ed.  vol  7,  p.  383  ;  MS. 
Joum.  sub  awno  1777-8.  p.  112. 

(/)  2  Bla.  Com.  140.  Lit.  s.  67. 
Co.  Lit  54,  b. 

(g)  2  Bla.  Com.  143.     Co.  Lit  45,  b. 

(h)  Lit  ss.  58.  66.  2  Bla.  Com. 
1 44.     O.  Bridgm.  hy  Bann.  499.     WU- 


liams  V.  Bosanquet,  1  Brod.  &  Bing. 
238.  256  ;  S.  C.  3  J.  B.  Mo.  500. 

(t)  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  106,  a.  2. 

(k)  Lit  8.  59.    Co.  Lit  48,  a. 

(2)  Co.  Lit  46,  b.  270,  a.  Doe  dem. 
Rawlings  v.  Walker,  5  Bam.  &  Cres. 
llh  118  ;  S.  C.  7  Dow.  &  Ry.  487. 

(to)  2  Bla.  Com.  144.  The  expres- 
sion intereaae  tennmi  la  also  used  to 
denote  the  interest  of  a  leasee  in  a 
term  that  is  to  commence  in  future. 
Copeland  v,  Stephens,  1  Bam.  &.  Aid. 
593.  606.  Doe  dem.  Rawlings  v.  Wal- 
ker, sup. 

(»)  Co.  Lit  46,  b.  Saffyn's  caise,  5 
Co.  123,  b.  ;  S.  C,  nom.  Saff^-n  r. 
Adams,  Cro.    Jac.   60.     Wheeler    r. 
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lessor  (o),  nor  will  it  qualify  the  owner  to  maintaiii  an  action 
of  trespass  Qc?)^  or  cgectment(9).  Even  a  lessee  by  bargain 
and  sale  under  the  statute  of  uses  cannot  maintain  trespass 
till  entry  (r).  The  lessee  may  enter  notwithstanding  the 
death  of  the  lessor  during  the  term,  whether  he,  the  lessor, 
be  sole  or  joint  tenant  {s).  After  the  lessee's  entry,  the  deed 
becomes  available  firom  the  time  of  its  execution  (/),  and  the 
lessee  the  absolute  owner  of  the  premises  for  the  term 
granted(«). 

The  lessee's  entry,  however,  in  the  case  of  a  lease  for  years, 
is  not  necessary  to  entitle  the  lessor  to  sue  for  rent ;  as  rent 
becomes  due  by  the  lease,  and  not  by  the  entry ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  need  not  aver  occupation;  but  it  is  otherwise  in  the 
case  of  a  lease  at  will,  where  the  rent  is  only  due  in  respect 
of  occupation  (^] . 

We  now  proceed  to  consider  the  lease  with  reference  to 
the  subjects  of  demise.  /    ,     f 

>  V,  J-. 

Thorogood,Cro.£luE.  127;  S.C.,nom.  Barker  v,  Keat,  2  Mod.  249.  251. 

Wlieeler   v.   Twogood,  1   Leon.   118.  Geary  v.  Bearcroft,  Cart  57.  66. 

Bnierton  v.  Bainsford,  Cro.  Eliz.  15.  («)  Lit.  8. 66.    Copeland  v.  Stephens, 

Copeland  v,  Stephens,  sap.  1  Bam.  &  Aid.  593.  606. 

(o)  Saffyn's  case,  sap.    Lit  s.  459.  (0  Copeland  v.  Stephens,  sap. 

Co.  Lit  46,  b.  270,  a.  (u)  Raine  v,  Alderson,  6  Scott,  691. 

(p)  Plowd.  133,  cites  22  £.  4.  13.  699  ;  S.  C.  4  Bmg.  N.  C.  702  ;  1  Am. 

U.    Bro.  Trespass,  365.    5  Mod.  384.  329. 

And  see  Plowd.  142.    37  H.  6.  18,  a.  (x)  Koshden's  case,  1  Dy.  4,  b., 

Saffyn's  case,  or  Sa£fyn  v.  Adams,  sop.  cites  18  H.  6.  1.  A.    Bellasis  v.  Bnr- 

Wbeeler  v.  Montefiore,  2  Q.  B.  133.  brick,  or  Borbriche,  Holt,  199;  I  Salk. 

142  ;  S.  C.  1  Ga.  &  Day.  493.    Doe  209  ;  1  Ld.Raym.  170.  Anon.,  1  Vent 

dem.  Parsley  v.  Day,  2  Q.  B.  147. 156;  41.    Anon.,  4  Leon.  17.  18.    Jeakill 

&  C.  2  Ga.  &  Dav.  757.  v.  Linne,  HetL  54.    Anon.,  DaL  44. 

(9)  Saffyn's  case,  or  Saffyn  V.Adams,  pi.    30.    Williams   v.    Bonnquet,    1 

sup.  Brod.  &  Bing.  238.  257  ;  S.  C.  3  J.  B. 

(r)  Lutwich  v.  Mitton,  Cro.  Jac.  604.  Mo.  500. 
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OF  THE  SUBJECTS  OF  DEMISE. 

T^HE  subjects  of  demise  are  various^  and^  generally  speaking, 
comprehend  incorporeal  as  well  as  corporeal  heredita- 
ments (a) .  Thus,  not  only  land,  but  advowsons  (4),  corodies  (c), 
estovers  (rf),  ferries  (e),  fisheries  (/),  franchises  {g),  rights  of 
common  (A),  rights  of  herbage  (t),  rights  of  way  (*),  tithes  {/), 
toUs  (m),  and  other  things  of  a  similar  kind,  may  be  leased 
for  Kves  or  years. 


(a)  Shep.  Touch.  268. 

(5)  Anon.,  3  Dy.  323,  b.  pL  (30). 

(c)  Bro.  Ab.  tit  Leases,  40.  Bacon 
on  Leases,  8. 

id)  Ibid. 

(e)  Rex  V.  Nicholson,  12  East,  330. 
Peter  v.  Kendal,  6  Bam.  Sc  Cres.  703. 

(/)  The  Bishop  of  Wmchester  v. 
Wright,  2  LdRaym.  1056.  The  Duke 
of  Somerset  v,  Fogwell,  5  Bam.  &  Ores. 
875  ;  S.  C.  8  Dow.  &  Ry.  747. 

(g)  The  Doke  of  Somerset  v.  Fog- 
well,  sup. 

(A)  Sury  v.  Brown,  Latch,  99. 

(t)  Tottel  V.  Howell,  Noy,  54.  17 
£.  4.  6.  Sury  v.  Brown,  sup.  Hill  v. 
Barry,  Hay.  &,  Jo.  688. 

{k)  Newmarch  v.  Brandling,  3  Swanst 
99.    Osbom  v.  Wise,  7  Car.&  Pa.  761. 

(0  Bally  V.  Wells,  WUm.  34 1 ;  S.  C. 
3  Wils.  25.  The  Dean  and  Chapter  of 
Windsor  v.  Cover,  2  Saund.  302. 
Bouslier  v,  Morgan,  2  Anslr.  404. 
Brewer  v.  Kill,  2  Anstr.  413.    Cox  v. 


Brain,  3  Taunt  95.  And  see  6  &  7 
W.  4.  c  71,  An  Act  for  commutation 
of  tithes,  in  En^and  and  Wales,  by 
the  88th  section  of  which  the  lessee  in 
occupation  of  tithes  commuked  under 
the  act  is  empowered  to  surrender  and 
make  roid  his  lease,  so  fiur  as  it  may 
relate  to  the  tithes ;  and  the  oommia- 
sioners  are  empowered  to  direct  what 
compensation  shall  be  given  to  the  im- 
mediate lessor,  and  what  allowances 
shall  be  made  by  the  leasee,  in  consi- 
deration of  the  nonfulfilment  of  any 
oonditioDs  contained  in  the  lease,  and 
what  deductions  shall  be  made  from 
the  rent  thenceforth  payable  in  respect 
of  the  hereditaments  included  in  the 
lease. 

(m)  Oldroyd  v.  Crampton,  4  Bing. 
N.  C.  24.  Bridghmd  v.  Shapter,  5 
Meea.  &  Wei  375.  Harris  v,  Mor- 
rice,  10  Meee.  &  Wei.  260.  Walker 
V.  Richardson,  2  Mees.  &  Wei.  882. 
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A  demise  of  minerals  before  they  are  won  is  a  demise  of 
the  realty  (it). 

Offices  merely  ministerial  are  also  subjects  of  demise ;  and 
Dur  early  reports  give  examples  of  leases  of  the  office  of 
printing  {o)y  of  post-master  {p)y  of  registership  of  policies  of 
assurance  in  London  (q),  of  aulnager  {r),  and  of  teller  of  the 
Exchequer  {s) ;  and  the  case  of  Yeale  v,  Priour  {t)  refers  to 
other  precedents  of  offices  granted  for  years ;  firsts  of  those 
concerning  the  safety  of  a  realm ;  as  the  office  of  havenor^  t.  e., 
warden  of  a  haven  or  port,  by  K.  Hen.  6 ;  of  gun  founder, 
1  Car.  1 ;  of  making  gunpowder,  by  King  Charles  the  2nd ; 
secondly,  of  those  concerning  the  trade  of  the  realm;  as 
1  H.  7,  of  exchange  of  money;  18  H.  8,  of  gager;  and  of 
the  letter  office  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  First.  Lord 
Hardwicke  also  admitted  that  the  office  of  taking  care  of  the 
palace  and  house  of  lords  might  be  granted  to  one  and  his 
executors  and  administrators  for  a  term  of  terms  {u). 

But  it  has  been  held  that  a  lease  of  the  office  of  marshal  of  the 
King's  Bench  (a?),  being  an  office  of  trust  annexed  to  the  person, 
and  concerning  the  administration  of  justice,  could  not  be 
granted  for  aterm  of  years  certain;  for  the  trust  being  indiyidual 
and  personal  could  not  be  extended  to  the  executor  or  adminis- 
trator of  the  officer,  which  would  otherwise  be  the  case  in  the 


(n)  Doe  dem.  MorgaD  v.  Powell^  8 
Sootl's  N.  R.  687.  693. 

(o)  Hardr.  352. 

(1>)  IMd. 

(9)  Yeale  v,  Priour,  Hardr.  351. 

(r)  Northcote  v.  Ward,  3  Dy.  303,  a. 
Veale  V.  Priour,  Hardr.  354.  4H6n.4. 
c24. 

(«)  Squib  V. y  cited  1  Vem.  10. 

12.  The  office  of  teUer  of  the  Exche- 
quer was  abolished  by  4  &  5  W.  4. 
e.  15, 8. 1. 

(0  Hardr.  351.  354.     - 

(«)  Schellinger  v.  Blackerby,  1  Yes. 
346.  The  fkiming  out  of  customs  hath 
been  andently  usod  by  our  Kings. 
Thus,  Edward  3.  let   the    new  and 


old  customs  of  London  for  10,000 
marks  monthly,  to  be  paid  into  the 
wardrobe.  The  like  was  done  in  the 
17th  year  of  Rich.  2.  <mno  20,  who 
let  out  for  term  of  life  the  subsidy  of 
cloth  in  divers  countries.  And  Ed- 
ward 4.  anno  1,  the  subsidy  and  ul- 
nage  of  doth.  Thus  did  H.  8.  with  his 
customs,  and  since  his  time  the  late 
Queen,  and  our  now  Sovereign,  [i.  e., 
William  the  Tlurd.]  NotebyCJ.Treby 
to  Northcote  v.  Ward,  3  Dy.  303,  a. 

(x)  After  the  next  vacancy  the  per- 
son having  the  custody  of  the  prison 
is  to  be  called  the  Keeper  of  the 
Queen's  Prison.  5  Yict.  sess.  2,  c.  22, 
S.22. 
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event  of  his  death  during  the  tenn  (y).  So  we  find  that  the 
office  of  custos  brevium  {z),  of  chirographer  (a),  of  the  derk 
of  the  pipe  {b),  of  the  Queen's  remembrancer  in  the  Exche- 
quer (c),  of  the  derk  of  the  crown  of  the  c-ourt  of  Queen's 
Bench  {d),  of  steward  of  an  honor  comprising  a  court  leet  {e), 
of  garbler  of  the  city  of  London  {/),  and,  it  seems  {g),  of 
keeper  of  the  Gate-house  prison  in  Westminster,  could  not  be 
leased  for  any  certain  term  of  years.  Though  the  same 
objection  was  held  not  to  apply  to  a  lease  at  will,  or  for  the 
officer's  life  {h),  or  for  a  term  of  years  determinable  with  his 
life(t). 

Examples,  however,  are  not  wanting  of  grants  for  years 
certain  of  some  offices  connected  with  the  administration  of 
justice,  as  that  of  coroner  and  shmff  till  the  statute  14  Ed.  3. 
c.  7  (A),  of  surveyor  of  the  green  wax  (/),  and  of  the  six- 
penny writs  in  Chancery,  and  subpoenas  in  C.  B.  and  B.B.  (m), 
of  controller  of  sealing  writs  {n),  and  of -making  out  process 
in  C.  B.  (o). 

Chattels,  such  as  farming  implements  and  furniture  {p), 
may  also  be  demised.     So  may  a  flock  of  sheep  or  other  live 


(jr)  Reyners  case,  9  Co.  95,  a.  Meade 
V,  Lenthall,  Cro.  Car.  587 ;  S.C.  W.  Jo. 
463.  Sutton's  caae,  6  Hod.  57.  See 
alflo  5  &  6  E.  6.  c.  16 ;  and  Ellis  v. 
Raddle,  2  Ley.  151  ;  S.  C,  nom.  Ellis 
V,  Andle,  3  Keb.  552 ;  and  27  Geo.  2. 
c  17,  8.  9. 

(z)  Reynel's  case,  sup.  This  office 
was  abolished  by  7  W.  4  &  1  Viet, 
c.  30,  8.  1. 

(a)  Reynel's  case,  sap.  This  office 
was  abolished  by  5  &  6  W.4.  c82,  s.  1. 

(b)  Reynel's  case,  sup.  Office  in 
Enghmd  abolished  by  3  &  4  W.  4. 
c.  99,  s.  41,  and  inScothmd  by  4  W.4. 
c.  16, 8. 1. 

(c)  ReyneFs  case,  sup. 

(d)  Ibid.  Also  called  Master  of  the 
Oown  Office,  and  Qneen's  Coroner  and 
Attorney,  see  6  Vict  c.  20. 

(e)  Howard  v.  Wood,  2  Lev.  245 ; 
S.  C.  T.  Jo.  126.    But  see  Ilardr.  354. 


(/)  Jones  V,  Oerk,  Hardr.  46  ; 
dtedbyHale,C.B.,  Hardr.353.  Hob. 
153.  And  see  The  Bdayor  and  Com- 
monalty of  London  v.  Hatton,  Sty.  357. 

(ff)  Rex  V,  Lady  Branghton,  or 
Bro1i^^ton,3  Keb.  32 ;  S.C.  2  Lev.  71; 
T.  Raym.  216.  But  see  Prog^s  v. 
Lady  Fraser,  2  Ca.  in  Ch.  70  ;  S.  C, 
nom.  Prodgers  v.  Phrazier,  1  Vem.  9. 

(h)  Jones  V.  Clerk,  sup. 

(»)  Howard  v.  Wood,  sop. 

(k)  Vealev.Prioor,  Hardr.  351. 354. 

(I)  Office  abolished  by  3  &  4  W.  4. 
c.  99,  8.  41. 

(m)  Veale  v.  Priour,  sup. 

(n)  Ibid. 

(o)  Ibid. 

(p)  Bacon  on  Leases,  7.  Bac.  Ab. 
tit  Leases,  (A).  Collins  r.  Harding, 
Cro.  Ells.  606.  622.  Newman  v.  An- 
derton,  2  New  Rep.  224. 
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animals  {q).  The  lessee  is  entitled  to  the  use  and  profit  of 
them  during  the  term^  but  he  cannot  destroy,  kill,  sell,  or 
give  them  away,  without,  it  seems,  exposing  himself  to  an  action 
of  trespass  (r).  The  property  of  such  animals  as  may  die 
during  the  term  belongs  to  the  lessee ;  and  hencp  the  lessor 
has  not  such  a  reversion  as  can  be  granted  over  either  during 
the  demise,  or  in  the  interval  between  its  determination  and 
the  redelivery  of  the  sheep  (s).  He  has  only  a  possibility  of 
property  in  case  they  outlive  the  term  (/)•  The  young  ones 
belong  absolutely  to  the  lessee,  as  profits  arising  and  severed 
firom  the  principal  {u). 

Though  the  sum  payable  in  respect  of  a  lease  of  an  advow- 
Bon,  or  the  like,  has  acquired  the  denomination  of  a  rent,  yet, 
in  strictness,  a  rent  cannot  be  reserved  out  of  an  incorporeal 
hereditament  [x).  The  sum  reserved  may  be  recoverable  on 
the  express  covenant  for  payment,  or  on  the  reddendum, 
which  amounts  to  an  implied  covenant  (y) ;  but  will  not  war- 
rant a  distress  {z). 

It  is  right  to  apprise  the  reader,  that,  in  this  treatise,  leases 
of  incorporeal  hereditaments,  goods,  and  the  like,  are  only 
incidentally  touched  upon,  .when  they  present  any  peculiar 
feature  of  distinction,  or  serve  the  purpose  of  illustration,  my 
chief  design  being  to  attempt  an  explanation  of  the  law  as  it 
telates  to  leases  of  corporeal  hereditaments. 


(q)  Ibid.  Spencer's  caae,  5  Co.  1 6, b. 
Wood  V.  Foeter,  1  Leon.  42 ;  S.  C, 
nom.  Wood  v.  Ash,  Godb.  1 12 ;  Ow. 
139.  Emott  V.  Cole,  Cro.  EHz.  255. 
BillingpBley  v,  Hersey,  2  Bulstr.  5.  7. 
RicbardB  Le  Tavemer*8  case,  Dy.  56,  a. 
pL  (15).  Dormer  v.  Clerk,  Dy.  1 1 0,  a. 
pL  (39).  Newman  v.  Anderton,  sup. 
Walsh  V.  Pemberton,  Selw.  N.  P.  603, 
7th  ed. 

(r)  Ibid.     Lit  a.  71. 

(«)  Bacon  on  Leases,  7.  Bac.  Ab. 
tit.   Leases,  (A).      Wood  v.  Foster, 


Wood  V,  Ash,  sap. 

(0  Ibid. 

(u)  Ibid. 

(x)  Lovelace  v,  Reynolds,  Noy,  59. 
60.  Co.  Lit.  47,  a.  Gardiner  v.  Wil- 
liamson, 2  Bam.  &  Adol.  336.  Neale 
V.  Mackenzie,  2  Crompt.  Mees.  &  Ros. 
84  ;  S.  C.  in  error,  where  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court  below  was  reversed, 
1  Mees.  &  Wei.  747. 

(y)  See  as  to  the  JReddendum,  Part 
V.  chap.  viii.  post. 

(z)  Gardiner  v.  Williamson,  sup. 
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OF  THE  CONTRACTING  PARTIES;  AND  OP  THEIR 

CONTRACT  OR  AGREEMENT. 


CHAPTER   I. 


WHO  MAY  BE  LESSORS. 


Section  I. — With  reference  to  personal  capacity. 


I. — Infanta. 

/CONSIDERABLE  confusion  prevails  in  the  books  on  the 
subject  of  infants'  leases  for  years  at  common  law.  Some 
of  the  authorities  expressly  or  inferentiaUy  show  them  to  be 
voidable  only  if  they  reserve  a  rent  [a),  but  void  if  they  do 
not{b),  or  if  they  only  reserve  a  rent  of  no  value,  such  as  a 
rose,  a  peppercorn,  a  penny,  or  other  trifle  (c).  Some  express 
a  doubt  on  the  subject  ((f).     Some,  without  allusion  to  the 


(o)  7  E.  4.  6.  pL  16.  18  E.  4.  1. 
pL  7.  Lane  v,  Cowper,  Mo.  105,  7th 
point ;  S.  P.  and  S.  C,  nom.  Hum- 
phreston's  caae,2  Leon.  216,  Gawdy,  J., 
disaetU.  Forrester's  case,  1  Sid.  42  ; 
S.  C,  nom.  Gable  v.  Forester,  1  Keb.  1. 

1  Rol.  1 9.  (1 6).    Davies  v.  Manington, 

2  Sid.  109.  Smith,  or  Smyth,  v.Bowen, 
or  Bowin,  1  Mod.  25  ;  S.  C.  1  Vent 
51  ;  2  Keb.  581.  Anon.  3  SalJi.  196. 
Ashfield  V.  Ashfield,  W.  Jo.  157  ;  S.  C. 


Latch,  199;  Godb.  364;  Noy,  92; 
Bendl  188.  Afy'.  Hutl  102.  1  Rol. 
441.     3P.Wm8.209. 

(6)  Lane  v.  Cowper,  snp.  Hum- 
phreston*B  case,  sup.  Anon.  3  Salk. 
196.     Anon.  Hutt  102. 

(c)  Humphreston's  case,  2  Leon.  2 1 7. 
1  Mod.  263.  Fitzh.  Abr.  tit  Entre 
Congeable,  26. 

(d)  Per  Glyn,  in  Davies  v.  Maning- 
ton, 2  Sid.  110. 
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distinction  between  rent  and  no  rent,  simply  declare  that 
they  are  voidable  («).  Others  assert  or  imply  that  they  are 
voidable  only  though  no  rent  be  reserved  (/).  Others^  &gaiii> 
make  a  difference  between  ordinary  leases^  and  leases  made 
for  the  pnrpose  of  trying  titles^  and  state  that  the  latter 
require  no  reservation  of  rent  for  their  support  (ff) ;  while 
from  two  or  three  dicta  (A)  we  might  infer  that  an  in&nfs 
deed  is  in  no  case  good. 

From  this  mass  of  irreconcilable  confusion  the  law  was  to 
a  certain  degree  rescued  by  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  in  the 
case  of  Zoucht;.  Parsons  (i)^whereLordMansfieldy  who  delivered 
the  judgment  of  the  Courts  after  remarking  generally^  ''that 
it  was  not  settled  what  was  the  true  ground  upon  which  an 
infant's  deed  was  voidable  only;  whether  the  solemnity  of  the 
instrument  was  sufficient,  or  it  depended  upon  the  semblance 
of  benefit  to  the  infant,  from  the  matter  of  the  deed  upon  the 
iace  of  it/'  proceeded,  with  reference  to  the  lease  being  void 
where  no  rent  was  reserved,  to  observe : — "  There  are  many 
obiter  sayings,  but  there  is  no  sufficient  authority  clearly  to 
outweigh  the  reasons  against  this  position.  I  cannot  find  a 
case  adjudged  singly  on  this  ground.  What  looks  most  like 
an  authority  is  the  opinion  of  Wray  and  Southcote  against 
Gawdy  in  Humphreston's  case,  16  Eliz.  Moore,  105  (k),  and 
2  Leon.  216 ;  but  there  the  judgment  was  upon  the  right 
and  merits  of  the  case,  and  not  upon  the  point  of  the  lease. 


(0  LH.8.547.  Co.Iit45,b,308,a. 
9  H.  7.  24.  pi.  7.    Cont  Co.  Lit.  273,  a. 

(/)  Per  Gawdy,  J.,  in  Humphres- 
ton^s  case,  2  Leon.  216.  Kirton  v, 
Efiotty  2  Bulstr.  69. 

(^)  Per  Gawdy,  J.,  in  Humphres- 
ton's  case,  2  Leon.  217.  Davies  v. 
Manington,  2  Sid.  1 10.  Anon.  3  Salk. 
196.  Ramea  v.  Machin,  Noy,  180. 
Zouch  dem.  Abbot  v.  Parsons,  3  Bnrr. 
1806.  And  see  Noke  v.  Windham, 
Stra.  694.  Throgmorton  dem.  Miller 
V.  Smith,  Stra.  932.  Birchman  v.  No- 
right,  Conn.  54.     Anon.  Cowp.  128. 

(A)  See  Coke*s  oboerration  on  the 


argoment  of  Warren  v.  Smith,  Cro. 
Jac.  364.  Smith  v.  Low,  1  Atk.  490. 
Pigot  V.  Garnish,  Cro.  Eliz.  678.  734. 
Jennings  v.  Bragg,  Cro.  EHz.  446-7; 
cited,  3  Co.  35,  b. 

(»)  Zouch  dem.  Abbot  v.  Parsons,  3 
Burr.  1794  ;  S.  C.  1  W.  Blac.  575.  In 
the  late  case  of  Allen  v,  Allen,  4  Irish 
£q.  Rep.  472,  Sir  Edward  Sugden,  C, 
observed,  p.  491,  Ihat  the  case  of  a 
lease  with  a  reservation  of  rent  showed 
that  at  least  some  instruments  exe- 
cuted by  iniants  were  voidable. 

(it)  i.  e.  Mo.  103,  nom.  Lane  v. 
Cowper. 


30  OF   THE    CONTEACTING    PARTIES.  [PaBT  III. 

The  question  as  to  the  lease  aro^  upon  the  fictitious  lease  to 
try  the  infisint  lessor  of  the  plaintifiPs  title  in  qectment.  The 
two^  Wray  and  Southcote,  held  that,  no  rent  being  reserved, 
there  was  no  semblance  of  benefit  to  the  infiint ;  whereas,  in 
trath,  it  was  greatly  for  his  benefit.  The  objection  was  turn- 
ing his  own  privilege  of  infancy  against  him  to  bar  his 
recovering ;  besides  the  lease  was  by  parol.  But  reason  soon 
prevailed,  and  it  has  been  long  settled,  that  an  infant  may 
make  a  lease  without  rent  to  try  his  title.  Very  prejudicial 
leases  may  be  made  though  a  nominal  rent  be  reserved ;  and 
there  may  be  most  beneficial  considerations  for  a  lease,  though 
no  rent  be  reserved.  What  seems  decisive  is,  that  the  lessee 
can  in  no  case  avoid  the  lease  on  account  of  the  infancy  of 
the  lessor,  which  shows  it  not  to  be  void,  but  voidable  only. 
And  it  is  better  for  infants  that  they  should  have  an  election.'' 

These  words,  particularly  when  connected  with  other  ex- 
pressions in  the  judgment,  seem  to  import  that  an  infianf  s 
lease  is  in  no  case  void;  but  it  is  afterwards  stated,  ''that  if 
a  new  case  should  arise  where  it  would  be  more  beneficial  to 
the  infant  that  the  deed  should  be  considered  as  void,  for 
instance,  if  he  might  incur  a  forfeiture,  or  be  subject  to 
damages,  or  a  breach  of  trust  in  respect  of  a  third  person, 
unless  it  was  deemed  void,  the  reason  of  the  privilege  in 
infancy  would  warrant  an  exception  in  such  case  to  the 
general  rule''  (/) ;  thus  discarding  the  former  distinction  be- 
tween rent  and  no  rent,  and  founding  the  doctrine  on  the 
more  doubtful  test  of  the  lease  being  beneficial  to  the  in- 
fant (w). 

Mr.  Justice  Buller,  indeed,  advanced  a  step  further;  and, 
observing  that  all  the  modem  cases  had  expressly  held  that 


(0  S  Burr.    1807-8.     1    W.  Blae.  eree  building  leases  for  60  ymn  of 

579.    And  see  Baylis  v,  Dineley,  8  iniants' estates  where  it  appeared  to  be 

Mau.  &  Sdw.  477.  481.  for  their  good.     On  refereooe,  how- 

(m)  In  1  £q.  Ca.  Ab.  280.  pL  1,  ever,  to  Vernon,  I  cannot  find  the 

marg.,  Lord  Holt  is  stated  to  have  proposition.    Cecil  v.  Salisbury,  2  Yen. 

said  in  his  argument  of  the  case  of  224-5,  is,  without  doubt,  the  case  in- 

Lord  Falkland  v,  Bertie,  2  Vem.  342,  tended, 
that  the  Court  of  Chancery  would  de- 
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an  in&Dt  could  not  avoid  alease  which  was  for  his  own 
benefit^  freely  owned  himself  of  the  same  opinion  (n).  ''  Lord 
Mansfield/'  said  he^  ''in  the  case  of  Drury  t;.  Dmr7(o),  laid 
it. down  as  a  general  principle^  that  if  an  agreement  be  for 
the  benefit  of  an  infant  it  shall  bind  him ;  and  Lord  Hard- 
wicke  afterwards  adopted  this  rxde"  But^  notwithstanding 
Mr.  Justice  BnUer^s  remarks^  it  seems  to  be  the  prevailing 
opinion  of  the  profession  that  the  infant  is  never  precluded 
from  disputing  the  lease  on  attaining  twenty-one  (p) ;  an 
opinion  fortified  by  the  fact  of  the  lessee's  inability  to  avoid 
the  lease  in  any  case  on  account  of  the  infancy  of  the  lessor(9), 
and  the  inadmissibility  of  the  infant's  plea  of  non  est  fac- 
tum (r). 

Notwithstanding  a  passage  to  the  contrary  in  Coke  {s),  it 
appears  that  an  infant's  lease  for  life  or  lives  made  by  feoff- 
ment and  personal  livery  of  seisin^  whether  containing  a 
reservation  of  rent  or  not^  or  beneficial  or  disadvantageous  to 
him^  is  voidable  only  (/).  The  infant  may  enter  during  his 
infancy  to  revest  his  possessory  right  for  the  sake  of  the 
profits,  and  elect  to  confirm  the  feoffioaent  on  attaining  his 
majority  (ti). 

A  lease  by  livery  derived  through  the  medium  of  a  power 
of  attorney  given  by  an  infant  is  inoperative  (a?). 


(ft)  Bladdon  dem.  Baker  v.  White, 
2  Term  Rep.  159.  161. 

(o)  5  Bro.  P.  C.  570  ;  Toml.  Ed. 
ToL  3,  p.  492,  being  the  case  of  the  Earl 
of  Backingham  v.  Dnuy. 

(p)  2  Prest  Conv.  248. 

Iq)  Forester's  case,  1  Sid.  42 ;  S.  C. 

1  Keb.  1.  Davies  v.  Manington,  2  Sid. 
109.  Smith,  or  Smyth,  v.  Bowen,  or 
Bowin,  1  Mod.  25 ;  S.  G.  1  Vent  51  ; 

2  Keb.  581.  Zonch  dem.  Abbot  v, 
Pinona,  3  Burr.  1806.  And  see 
Shannon  v.  Bradstreet,  1  Scho.  &  Lef. 
58.  Fameham  v.  Atldns,  1  Sid.  446. 
Haw  r.  Ogle,  4  Taont  10. 

(r)  5  Co.  119,  a.  Cro.  Eliz.  127. 
Thompson  v.  Leach,  Holt,  357.  Poph. 
178.  Zonch  dem.  Abbot  v.  Parsons,  3 
Burr.  1805.     Keane  v.  Boycott,  2  H. 


Blac.  515.  These  cases  were  prior  to 
the  Ute  role  of  court,  Hil.  Term, 
4  W.  4.,  5  Bam.  &.  Adol.  viii.,  which 
declares  that  the  plea  of  non  eat 
factum  shall  operate  as  a  denial  of  the 
execution  of  the  deed  in  point  of  fact 
only ;  and  that  it  can  only  be  impeached 
by  a  special  plea  setting  forth  the  cause 
of  invalidity. 

(«)  Co.  Lit  273,  a.;  but  see  Lit  s. 
547.    Co.  Lit  45,  b.  308,  a. 

(t)  l4Uie  V.  Cowper,  Ho.  105,  7th 
point  Zonch  dem.  Abbot  v.  Parsons, 
3  Burr.  1808.     Perk.  s.  12. 

(«)  Zouch  dem.  Abbot  v.  Parsons, 
sup. 

(x)  3  Burr.  1804.  Diamond  v.  Bel- 
lamy, Bendl.  137,  the  first  page  of  that 
number:   the  paging  throughout  the 
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One  of  the  consequences  of  the  lease  being  voidable  is^ 
that  it  may  be  confirmed  alter  the  infant  has  attained  hia 
age  of  twenty-one  (y).  The  act  of  confirmation  may  be  by 
deed{z)^  by  parol (a)^  or  inferred  from  conduct^  acceptance  of 
rent  for  instance  (b).  In  a  case  before  Lord  Hardwicke  {c), 
a  party  had  devised  some  land  and  houses  built  thereon  to 
his  six  children^  the  mother^  acting  as  guardian  to  the  chil- 
dren, who  were  all  infants,  demised  the  premises  on  a  bmlding 
lease  for  forty-one  years;  her  eldest  son,  who  was  about 
nineteen  years  of  age,  joined  with  her  in  making  the  lease, 
and  covenanted  that  the  lessee  should  have  quiet  enjoyment, 
and  that  the  rest  of  the  children,  when  of  age,  should  confirm 
the  lease ;  the  children  all  arrived  at  age,  and  accepted  the 
rent  for  above  ten  years  after  the  youngest  came  of  age ;  and 
after  such  acceptance  brought  an  ejectment  against  the  lessee ; 
who  filed  his  bill  to  have  the  lease  established.  The  lease 
being  clearly  a  beneficial  one  for  the  infants,  a  decree  was 
made  to  establish  it  during  the  residue  of  the  term ;  and  the 
Lord  Chancellor  ordered  that  the  plaintiff  should  have  his 
costs  at  law  and  in  equity,  considering  that  it  was  against 
conscience  to  bring  an  ejectment  after  these  transactions. 

So  if  a  party  takes  a  lease  of  an  infant's  lands,  and  the 
infant,  on  coming  of  age,  mortgages  the  property  to  the  lessee 
by  deed  referring  to  the  lease,  this  will  amount  to  a  confir- 
mation ((f).  And  slighter  circumstances  such  as  the  words  of 
congratulation  "Grod  give  you  joy  of  your  lease*' (c),  have 
been  held  equally  efficacious. 

The  privilege  of  avoiding  or  confirming  the  lease  is  exer- 
cisable by  the  lessor,  or  his  heirs  in  case  of  his  death  during 


▼olume  is  very  faulty.    Combee's  cue,  S.  C.  Latch,  1 99 ;  Godb.  364 ;  Noy,  92 ; 

9  Co.  76,  b.    Pigot  v.  Garnish,  Cro.  Bendl  188.    And  see  Smith  «.  Low,  1 

Eliz.  678.  7S4.    Thompson  v.  Leach,  Atk.489.   Hamilton  v.  Gardroes,  8  Bro. 

Holt,  357.     Hmnphreston's  case,   2  P.  C.,  Index,  p.  359,  tit  Confirmatioii, 

Leon.  218.  Toml.  ed. 

(y)  Lit  8.  547.     Baylis  v,  Dineley,  (c)  Smith  v.  Low,  3  Atk.  489. 

3  Man.  &  Selw.  477.  481.  (d)  Story  v.  Johnson,  2  Yo.  &  Col. 

(2)  Anon.  2  Leon.  220-1.  Exch.  587.  607. 

(a)  4  Leon.  4.  pi.  15.  («)  4  Leon.  4.  pi.  15. 

(5)  Ashfield  v.  Ashfield,  W.  Jo.  157; 
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infancy,  but  not  by  strangers ;  and,  if  avoided,  it  is  annulled 
ab  initio  (/). 

An  infantas  lease  cannot  operate  by  way  of  estoppel,  for 
estoppels  must  be  mutual  (^). 

In  some  places,  where  the  common  law  yields  to  the  influ- 
ence of  particular  custom,  a  person  seised  of  lands  holden  in 
socage  may  at  the  age  of  fifteen  grant  an  unavoidable  lease  (A) . 
If  an  infant  of  that  age  can  grant  a  lease  of  gavelkind  lands 
descended  to  him,  which  is  not  clear,  it  must  be  for  a  firee- 
hold  interest,  the  custom  requiring  a  feoffment,  and  livery 
propridmanu{i). 

The  Crown,  being  unaffected  by  the  strict  rules  of  the  com- 
mon law,  cannot  avail  itself  of  a  plea  of  infancy  to  avoid  its 
lease  (k) ;  for,  as  Bacon  observes  (/),  the  politic  rules  of  go- 
vernment have  thought  it  necessary  that  he  who  is  to  govern 
and  manage  the  whole  kingdom  should  never  be  considered 
as  a  minor^  incapable  of  governing  himself  and  his  own  affairs. 

In  like  manner,  it  has  been  held  that  a  lease  made  by  an 
infant  parson,  and  confirmed  by  the  patron  and  ordinary,  was 
perfectly  valid;  for,  having,  though  improperly,  been  instituted 
and  inducted,  he  was  rightful  parson  till  deprived,  and  as 
competent  to  act  in  his  corporate  capacity  as  a  person  of 
foil  age  (m). 

Where  the  tutors  and  curators  of  an  infant,  in  the  name 
and  on  behalf  Qf  the  infant,  executed  a  tack  of  a  salmon 


(/)  3  Burr.  1805. 

(g)  Junes  Vi  Lnndon,  Cro.  Eliz.  37. 
Smith  V,  Low,  1  Atk.  489.  And  see 
poet,  p.  52,  €t  ieq.f  as  to  Estoppels. 

(A)  Co.  Lit  45,  b.  21  £.  4.  24,  pi 
10.    Combes's  case,  9  Co.  76,  b. 

{%)  Robins.  GftT.  280,  cites  Co.  Copyh. 
a. 33.  Seep.65.ofHAwkin8'8£d.l764. 
This  priTilese  is  expressly  excepted 
from  the  late  Act  of  8  &  9  Vict  e.  106, 
whidi  enacts,  S.3,  that  a  feoffinentmade 
after  the  Ist  of  Octr.  1845,  other  than 
afeoffioaeot  made  under  a  custom  by  an 
infiuit,  shall  be  T<nd  at  law,  unless  evi- 
denoed  by  deed. 

▼Oi.  I. 


(h)  Case  of  the.Duchy  of  Lancaster, 
Plowd.  212  ;  S.  C.  2  Dy.  209,  b.  pi.  22. 
Jenk.  Cent.  224,  case,  84.  Bro.  Ab. 
tit  Age,  pL  34.  Alcock  v.  Cooke,  5 
Bing.  340  ;  S.  C.  2  Mo.  &  Pa.  625. 

(I)  Bacon  on  Leases,  12. 

(m)  Bro.  Ab.  tit  Age,  pL  34.  64. 80. 
3  Bac.  Ab.  367.  Now,  however,  in  the 
Church  of  England  a  candidate  must 
be  twenty-three  years  of  age  before  he 
can  be  ordained  deacon,  or  have  any 
share  in  the  ministry  ;  and  full  twenty- 
four  before  he  can  be  ordained  priest, 
and  permitted  to  admmister  the  com- 
munion. 
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fishery  in  Scot]]Biid  to  another^  and  thereby  bound  and 
obliged  the  infant  to  warrant  peaceable  possession  to  the 
lessee^  and  the  lessee  bound  and  obliged  himself  to  pay  the 
rent  to  the  infSant^  it  was  held  that  the  iufSetnt  might  main- 
tain an  action  of  debt  in  his  own  name  for  arrears  of  rent, 
although  he  was  no  party  to  the  tack,  nor  was  it  proved  that 
he  had  attained  his  majority  (n). 

The  probabilities  of  fdture  litigation  on  this  branch  of  our 
subject  are  greatly  diminished  by  a  late  act  of  parliament  (o), 
entitled  '^  An  Act  for  consolidating  and  amending  the  laws 
relating  to  property  belonging  to  infants,  femes  covert,  idiots^ 
lunatics,  and  persons  of  xmsound  mind,''  the  17  th  section  of 
which  provides,  that,  where  any  person  being  an  iufSetnt  under 
the  age  of  21  years  is  or  shall  be  seised  or  possessed  of  or  entitled 
to  any  land  in  fee  or  in  tail,  or  to  any  leasehold  land  for  an 
absolute  interest,  and  it  shall  appear  to  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery to  be  for  the  benefit  of  such  person  that  a  lease  or 
underlease  should  be  made  of  such  estates  for  terms  of  years^ 
for  encouraging  the  erection  of  buildings  thereon,  or  for  re- 
pairing buildings  actually  being  thereon,  or  the  working  of 
mines,  or  otherwise  improving  the  same,  or  for  fanning  or 
other  purposes,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  in&nt,  or  his  guar- 
dian in  the  name  of  such  infiemt,  by  the  direction  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  to  be  signified  by  an  order  to  be  made  in  a  sum- 
mary way  upon  the  petition  of  such  infant  €g  his  guardian,  to 
make  such  lease  of  the  land  of  such  persons  respectively,  or 
any  part  thereof,  according  to  his  or  her  interest  therein 
respectively,  and  to  the  nature  of  the  tenTu*e  of  such  estates 
respectively,  for  such  term  or  terms  of  years,  and  subject  to 
such  rent  and  covenants,  as  the  said  Court  of  Chancery  shall 
direct  (/?);  but  that  in  no  such  case  shall  any  fine  or  premium 
be  taken;  and  that  in  every  such  case  the  best  rent  that  can  be 
obtained,  regard  being  had  to  the  nature  of  the  lease,  shall  be 

(n)  Gamegie  v.  Waogh,  2  Dow.  &  (p)  The    Court  acted   andar   thii 

Ry.  277.    Fitzmaurioe  v.  Waogh,  3  provision  in  Harris  v.  Dtma,  I  Half  s 

Dow.  &  Ry.  273.  Eq.  Rep.  294. 

(o)  11  G«o.  4.  &  1  W.  4.  c  65. 
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lesenred  upon  such  lease ;  and  that  the  leases  and  covenants 
and  provisions  therein  shall  be  settled  and  approved  of  by  a 
Master  of  the  said  Court ;  and  that  a  counterpart  of  every 
such  lease  shall  be  executed  by  the  lessee  or  lessees  therein 
to  be  named ;  and  that  such  counterparts  shall  be  deposited 
for  safe  custody  in  the  Master's  office  until  such  infant  shall 
attain  twenty-one;  but  with  liberty  to  proper  parties  to  have 
the  use  thereof^  if  required^  in  the  meantime^  for  the  purpose 
of  enforcing  any  of  the  covenants  therein  contained;  provided 
that  no  lease  be  made  of  the  capital  mansion  house  and  the 
park  and  grounds  respectively  held  therewith  for  any  period 
exceeding  the  minority  of  any  such  infant/^ 

The  Slat  section  provides,  "  that  every  surrender,  and  lease, 
assignment,  conveyance,  or  other  disposition,  respectively 
granted  and  accepted,  executed  and  made,  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  shall  be  and  be  deemed  as  valid  and  effectual  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  as  if  the  person  by  whom,  or  in  whose 
place,  or  on  whose  behalf,  the  same  respectively  shall  be 
granted  or  accepted,  executed  and  made,  had  been  of  full 
age,  and  had  granted,  accepted,  made,  and  executed  the 
same/' 

By  the  86th  section,  the  powers  and  authorities  given  by 
the  act  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  England  are  extended 
to  all  land  within  any  of  the  dominions,  plantations,  and 
colonies^  belonging  to  her  Majesty,  except  Scotland. 

The  provisions  of  the  act  relative  to  the  Renewal  of  leases 
where  the  reversioner  is  an  infant  will  be  found  in  a  future 
chapter. 

Until  this  statute  was  passed,  the  Court  could  not  grant 
leases  to  bind  an  infant  after  his  infancy  {q) ;  and  although  in 
Cecil  V,  Salisbury  (r),  we  find  it  said,  that  building  leases 
for  sixty  yean  of  infants'  estates,  where  for  their  benefit,  had 
often  been  decreed,  yet  it  does  not  appear  that  that  case  has 
been  followed  in  practice. 

(q)  Sutton  V,  Jones  ;  Jones  v.  Satton,  15  Yes.  584.  588. 
(r)  Cecil  v.  Salisbnry,  2  Vem.  224-5. 

D  2 
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In  a  case  decided  before  the  enactment^  where  an  estate 
was  settled  on  A.  for  life^  with  remainder  to  B.^  an  infant, 
the  Vice  Chancellor  refused  a  motion^  at  the  instance  of  the 
receiver  in  the  cause^  for  a  reference  to  the  Master  to  inquire 
whether  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  parties  in  the  suit  that 
the  receiver  should  make  leases  of  the  premises^  the  object  of 
it  being  to  enable  the  receiver  to  make  leases  which  would  bind 
the  infant  remainder-man,  s&ying,  that  he  recollected  no  in- 
stance in  which  the  Court  had  assumed  such  a  jurisdiction  («). 

In  the  matter  of  Evans  {t),  a  case  affecting  the  constmction 
of  the  17  th  section  of  the  Act,  the  petitioners  were  five  infant 
sisters,  upon  whom  had  descended  certain  estates,  of  which 
their  brother  William,  an  infSant  of  the  age  of  seven  years  on 
the  14th  of  June,  1833,  died  seised  in  fee,  leaving  his  fieither 
and  mother  living ;  and  it  was  held  that,  as  the  infant  peti- 
tioners had  not  then  an  indefeasible  estate  of  inheritance, 
their  estate  being  liable  to  be  defeated  by  the  birth  of  a  son, 
or  affected  by  the  birth  of  a  daughter  or  daughters  of  the 
fitther.and  mother,  they  were  not  seised  of  or  entitled  to  the 
land  in  fee  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act,  although  they 
might  ultimately  acquire  such  an  estate  (tf). 

We  may  add,  that,  upon  the  administration  of  the  real 
property  of  an  infant,  the  Court  will  not  delegate  to  the  Master 
the  power  of  approving  leases  of  the  estate :  the  order  will 
be  for  him  to  receive  proposals  for  leases,  and  to  report  his 
opinion  upon  thb  same  to  the  Court  {x). 

Leases  by  guardians  will  be  discussed  hereafter  (y). 

(t)  Gibbina  v.  Howell,  3  Kfadd.  469.  act  provides,  thai  it  flhall  not  extmd 

(0  Mre  EvaiiB,  2  Myl  &,  K.  318.  to  any  descent  taking  place  on  the 

(«)  But  now,  as  by  3  &  4  W.  4.  death  of  any  person  before  die  let  of 

e.  106.  8.  6,  every,  lineal  ancestor  is  Jannaiy,  1834. 

rendered  capable  of  being  heir  to  any  {x)  Symons  v.  Symons,  2  Ya,  Sl  Col. 

of  his  issue,  in  preference  to  collateral  Exch.  1. 

persons  claiming    through    him,  the  (y)  Poet,  Sect  IV.    Who  may  bo 

land  woold,  in  the  case  dted,  ascend  lessors  with  feference  to  office. 

to  the  father.    The  1 1th  section  of  the 
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II. — Persons  of  unsound  mind,  and  their  Committees, 

It  was  formerly  held  that  every  lease  made  by  a  person 
non  compos  mentis  was  voidable  only  (a) ;  but  a  later 
de^on  {b)y  establishing  a  distinction  between  a  lease  for 
years^  and  one  granted  for  a  freehold  interest^  declares  the 
former  to  be  absolutely  void ;  and^  in  consequence  of  the 
relaxation  of  the  ancient  rule  which  prohibited  a  person  from 
stultifying  or  blemishing  himself  {c),  the  grantor  of  a  chattel 
lease  mighty  when  sane^  till  lately  plead  non  est  facttan,  and 
give  the  lunacy  or  idiotcy  in  evidence  {d).  Now,  however, 
he  can  only  impeach  it  by  a  special  plea  setting  forth  the 
cause  of  invalidity^  the  plea  of  non  est  factum  operating  as  a 
denial  of  the  execution  of  the  deed  in  point  of  fact  only  (e). 
A  freehold  lease  made  by  feoffinent  by  a  person  non  compos 
mentis  in  person  is  voidable  only,  on  account  of  the  solemnity 
and  notoriety  of  the  transfer  by  livery  of  seisin  (/) ;  and  may 
be  set  aside  by  his  heir  (g),  or,  after  office  found  that  the 
lessor  was  an  idiot  ^  nattvitate,  by  the  Crown  {h) .  If  livery  be 
made  in  pursuance  of  a  letter  of  attorney,  the  demise  cannot 
be  supported  (f).  A  lease  made  during  a  lucid  interval  is 
not  impeachable  on  the  ground  of  previous  or  subsequent 
insanity  {k). 

The  committee  of  a  lunatic,  being  considered  merely  as  a 


(a)  Beverie/B  case,  4  Co.  123,  b. 
Co.  Lit  247,  a. 

(h)  Thompfloii  V,  Leach,  3  Mod.  301 ; 
S.  C.  12  Mod.  173;  Com.  45  ;  Comb. 
438.  468  ;  Holt,  357 ;  Carth.  435  ;  1 
Ld.  Raym.  313  ;  2  Salk.  675 ;  3  Salk. 
300  ;  1  Eq.  Ga.  Ab.  278,  pi.  3  ;  Show. 
P.  C.  150. 

(c)  Ibid.  Beverley's  case,  sup. 
SCrood  V,  Marshall,  Cro.  Eliz.  398,  and 
2  Bla.  Com.  291,  where  the  progress 
of  this  notiou  is  traced. 

(d)  Yates  «.  Bden,  2  Stra.  1104  ; 
and  see  Faulder  «.  Silk,  3  Campb.  126. 


Baxter  v.  Earl  of  Portsmouth,  5  Bam. 
&  Cres.  170.  Browne  v.  Joddrell,  1 
Mood.  &  Malk.  105.  Levy  v.  Baker, 
1  Mood.  &,  Malk.  106,  n. 

(«)  Reg.  Gen.  Hil.  Term,  4  W.  4. 
5  Bam.  &  AdoL  p.  viii.  And  see  Gore 
V.  Gibson,  13  Mees.  &  WeL  623—6. 

(/)  Thompson  v.  Leach,  sup. 

(g)  Beverley's  case,  sup. 

{h)  Ibid. 

(I)  Show.  P.  C.  153.     3  Mod.  304. 

Ik)  1  Dow,  P.  C.  177-8.  Owen  v. 
Davis,  1  Yes.  82.  Pegge  v.  Skinner, 
1  Cox,  23. 
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bailiff^  and  having  an  estate  but  during  pleasure^  could  never 
make  leases  of  the  lunatic's  lands  without  special  order  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery  (/) ;  nor  could  that  Court,  unaided  by  the 
Legislature,  enable  him  to  grant  an  absolute  interest ;  for  the 
lunatic,  on  his  recovery,  might  eject  the  lessee  (m) ;  and  even 
such  interest  as  it  could  confer  was  never  recognised  as  a  legal 
as  distinguished  from  an  equitable  estate  (n).  The  statutes 
29  Greo.  2.  c.  31,  and  11  Qeo.  S.'c.  20  (o),  being  confined  to 
leases  on  renewals,  afforded  but  a  partial  remedy  for  the  evil ; 
and  it  was  not  until  the  43rd  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
George  the  3rd  (/>),  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  could  direct  the 
committee  to  make  a  demise  for  years  independent,  in  point 
of  duration,  of  the  lunatic's  restoration  to  sanity.  The  late 
act  (q),  by  which  these  statutes  have  been  repealed,  has  in- 
corporated and  consolidated  their  various  provisions,  and 
enacted  (r),  that  where  any  person  being  lunatic  is  or  shall  be 
seised  or  possessed  of  any  land  either  for  life  or  for  some 
other  estate,  with  power  of  granting  leases  and  taking  fines, 
reserving  small  rents  on  such  leases,  for  one,  two,  or  three  lives 
in  possession  or  reversion,  or  for  some  number  of  years  deter- 
minable upon  lives,  or  for  any  term  of  years  absolutely,  such 
power  of  leasing,  which  is  or  shall  be  vested  in  such  person 
being  lunatic,  and  having  a  limited  estate  only,  shall  and  may 
be  executed  by  the  committee  of  the  estate  of  such  person, 
under  the  direction  and  order  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  entrusted 
by  virtue  of  the  King's  sign  manual  with  the  care  and  com- 
mitment of  the  custody  of  the  persons  and  estates  of  persons 
found  idiot,  lunatic,  or  of  unsound  mind. 

This  superintending  authority  was  originally  conferred  on 


(I)  Cocks   V.    Danon,    Hob.    215.  &,  1  W.  4.  c.  65,  in  which  their  |iron- 

Anon.,  semb.  S.  C,  Hutt  16.     Foster  sions  are  incorporated, 
r.  Marchant,  1  Vern.  262  ;  S.  C.  1  Eq.  (p)  43  Geo.  3.  c  75,  s.  4,  repealed 

Ca.  Ab.277.  pL  4 ;  326,  pL  13.    Knipe  by  11  Geo.  4  &  1  W.  4,  in  which  its 

t'.  Palmer,  2  Wils.  ISO.  provisions  are  incorporated. 

(m)  Ex  parte  Dikes,  8  Ves.  79.  (q)  11  Geo.  4  &  1  W.  4.  c.  65. 

(n)  Knipe  v.  Palmer,  2  Wi]&  130.  (r)  Sect  23. 

(o)  Both  since  repealed  by  1 1  Greo.  4. 
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the  Lord  Clianoellor  in  180S  {jb),  pievioosly  to  which  time  the 
committee  could  not  execute  the  lunatic's  power  (Q. 

K  the  consent  in  writing  of  a  person  who  afterwards  be- 
comes a  lunatic  be  required  to  the  yalid  execution  of  a  power 
of  leasing  given  to  another,  the  court  will  not  delegate  the 
priyilege  of  consenting  to  the  committee  (ii). 

By  section  24  of  the  late  Act  {x),  it  is  provided,  that  where 
any  person  being  lunatic  is  or  shall  be  seised  or  possessed  of 
or  entitled  to  any  land  in  fee  or  in  tail,  or  to  any  leasehold 
land  for  an  absolute  interest,  and  it  shall  appear  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  entrusted  as  aforesaid  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  such 
person  that  a  lease  or  underlease  should  be  made  of  such 
estates  for  terms  of  years  for  encouraging  the  erection  of 
buildings  therein,  or  for  repairing  buildings  actually  being 
thereon^  or  otherwise  improving  the  same,  or  for  farming  or 
other  purposes,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Lord  Chancellor  en- 
trusted as  aforesaid  to  order  and  direct  the  committee  of  the 
estate  of  such  lunatic  to  make  such  lease  of  the  land  of  such 
persons  respectively,  or  any  part  thereof,  according  to  his  or 
her  interest  therein  respectively,  and  to  the  nature  of  the 
tenure  of  such  estates  respectively,  for  such  term  or  terms  of 
years,  and  subject  to  such  rents  and  covenants,  as  the  Lord 
Chancellor  entrusted  as  aforesaid  shall  direct. 

By  section  27,  That  when  any  person  who  shall  have  con- 
tracted to  let  atiy  land  shall  afterwards  become  lunatic,  and 
a  specific  performance  of  such  contract,  either  wholly,  or  so 
fiir  as  the  same  shall  remain  to  be  performed,  shall  have  been 
decreed  by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  either  before  or  after  such 
lunacy,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  committee  of  the  estate  of 
such  lunatic,  in  the  place  of  such  lunatic,  by  the  direction  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor  entrusted  as  aforesaid,  to  be  signified  by 
an  order  to  be  made  on  the  petition  of  the  plaintiff  or  any  of 
the  plaintiffs  in  such  suit,  to  convey  such  land,  in  pursuance 

(«)  By  43  Geo.  3.  c  75.  s.  3.  («)  Ex  parte  Smyth  ;  MreSmyth,  2 

(0  £x  parte  The  Committee  of  Lord  Swanst  393. 

Bnidford,  Ca.  temp.  Hardw.by  West,  (x)  11  Geo.4  &  1  W.  4.  c.  65. 
133. 
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of  such  decree^  to  such  person  and  in  such  manner  as  the  said 
Lord  Chancellor  entrusted  bs  aforesaid  shall  direct;  and  that 
the  purchase  money  or  so  much  thereof  as  remains  unpaid, 
shall  be  paid  to  the  committee  of  such  lunatic. 

By  section  31,  That  every  surrender  and  lease  granted  and 
accepted,  executed  and  made,  by  virtue  of  the  act  shall  be 
deemed  as  valid  and  legal  as  if  the  person  by  whom,  or  in 
whose  place,  or  on  whose  behalf,  the  same  respectively  shall 
be  granted  or  accepted,  executed  and  made,  had  been  of  fuU 
age,  unmarried,  or  of  sane  mind,  and  had  granted,  accepted, 
made,  and  executed  the  same;  and  that  every  such  surrender 
and  lease  respectively  made  and  accepted  by  or  on  the  behalf  of 
a  feme  covert  shall  be  valid  without  any  fine  (y)  being  levied 
by  her. 

By  section  86,  That  the  powers  and  authorities  given  by 
the  act  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  England  shall  extend  to 
land  within  any  of  the  dominions,  plantations,  and  colonies, 
belonging  to  the  Crown,  except  Scotland. 

By  section  38,  That  the  powers  and  authorities  given  by 
the  act  to  the  Courts  of  Chancery  and  Exchequer  in  England 
shall  and  may  be  exercised  in  like  manner  and  are  thereby 
given  to  the  Courts  of  Chancery  and  Exchequer  in  Ireland, 
with  respect  to  land  in  Ireland. 

By  section  39,  That  the  powers  and  authorities  given  by 

the  act  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain  entrusted  as 

aforesaid  shall  extend  to  all  land  within  any,  of  the  dominions 

plantations  and  colonies  belonging  to  the  Crown,  except 

'  Scotland  and  Ireland. 

By  section  42,  That  the  powers  and  authorities  given  by 
the  act  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain  entrusted  as 
aforesaid  shall  and  may  be  exercised  in  like  manner  by  and 
are  thereby  given  to  the  Lord  Keeper  or  Commissioners  of 
the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain  for  the  time  being  entrusted 
as  aforesaid. 


(y)  Fines  have  been  abolished  hj  the  Act  of  S  &  4  W.  4.  c  74,  and  more 
simple  modes  of  assurance  substitated. 
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And  by  the  second  section.  The  provisions  of  the  act 
relating  to  a  lunatic  are  declared  to  extend  to  and  include 
any  idiot  or  person  of  unsound  mind,  or  incapable  of  manag- 
ing his  affairs,  unless  there  be  something  in  the  subject  or 
context  repugnant  to  such  construction. 

It  was  formerly  the  practice  of  the  court  to  refer  it  to  a 
Master  to  consider  and  report  whether  it  would  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  lunatic  to  make  a  lease;  and,  if  it  would, 
the  committee  receiyed  directions  for  that  purpose  (xr),  the 
committee  paying  the  expenses  of  the  inquiry,  to  be  allowed 
on  passing  his  accounts;  and  the  lessee,  the  expenses  of 
the  lease  (a).  But  by  a  recent  Act  of  Parliament  (d),  after 
noticing  the  expediency  of  altering  and  amending  the  practice 
and  course  of  proceeding  under  commissions  in  the  nature  of 
writs  de  bmatico  inqmirendo,  the  Lord  Chancellor  (c)  was 
empowered  ((2),  to  appoint  two  persons  to  be  '^The  Commis- 
sioners in  Lunacy'' (e),  and  it  was  declared  and  enacted  (/) 
that  it  shoold  be  lawful  for  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  order  and 
direct  that  any  of  the  inquiries  and  matters  connected  with 
the  persons  and  estates  of  lunatics  usually  referred  to  the 
Masters  in  ordinary  of  the  High  Court  of  Chancery,  should 
be  referred  to  such  commissioners,  or  one  of  them.  And  the 
Lord  Chancellor  was  empowered  (^)  from  time  to  time  to 
make  such  orders  as  to  him  should  seem  fit  and  proper  for 
r^ulating  the  form  and  mode  of  proceeding  before  and  by 
the  said  commissioners,  and  the  practice  in  matters  of  lunacy. 
Li  pursuance  whereof.  Lord  Lyndhurst,  C,  has  ordered  (A) 


(i)  Knipe  v.  Palmer,  2  Wils.  131.  persons  found  idioty  lunatic,  or  of  un- 

(a)  Ex  parte  Prickett;    lire  The  sound  mind  ;  Sect  17. 

Dndiess  of  Norfolk,  3  Swanst  130.  (d)  Sect  1. 

(h)  5  &  6  Vict  c.  84.  (e)  Now  eaUed  ^  Masters   in   Lu- 

(e)  The  words  **Lord  ChanceDor"  nacy,**  8  &  9  Vict  c.  100,  s.  2  ;  and 

indnde  the  Lord    Keeper  or  Lords  they  are  inyested  with  all  necessary 

CommiasionerB  for  the  Custody  of  the  powers  of  inquiry  by  sect  96, 

Great  Seal,  or  other  the  person  or  (/)  Sect  3. 

persons  for  the  time  bdng  entrusted  ^)  Sect  7. 

by  yirtue  of  the  Queen's  sign  manual  {h)  See  Orders  of  27  Octr.,  1842, 

with  the  cam  and  commitment  of  the  No.  2.    3  Beav.  Ixix. 

custody  of  the  persons  and  estates  of 
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that  all  the  inquiries  and  matters  oonnected  with  the  persons 
and  estates  of  lunatics  theretofore  usually  referred  to  the 
Masters  in  ordinary  of  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  (except 
iaquiries  under  or  by  virtue  of  the  Act  of  1  W.  4?.  c.  60  (i), 
and  except  where  the  Lord  Chancellor  shall  from  time  to 
time  otherwise  specially  direct)^  shall  be  hereafter  referred  to 
the  Commissioners  (now  Masters)  in  lunacy  for  the  time  being. 
And  (j)  that  the  Commissioner  (now  Master)  shall  be  at 
liberty^  without  special  order^  to  receive  any  proposal  or 
conduct  any  inquiry  as  to  managing,  setting,  or  letting  the 
estate,  or  otherwise  respecting  the  person  or  property  of  any 
lunatic,  and  may  report  thereon  as  he  shall  see  fit ;  but  that 
such  report  shall  be  submitted  for  confirmation  as  was  then 
done  with  respect  to  such  reports  when  made  upon  speciaL 
reference. 

It  would  appear,  however,  that  the  report  will  not  always 
be  adopted  because  no  one  objects  to  its  confirmation.  In 
a  late  case(^),  decided  before  the  passing  of  the  act  of 
5  &  6  Yict.  c.  84,  the  Master  having  reported  that  it  was 
expedient  to  grant  building  leases  for  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  years  of  part  of  the  lunatic's  estate,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  on  a  petition  to  confirm  the  report,  although  no 
party  opposed  it,  refused  to  make  the  order,  and  directed  the 
Master  to  review  his  report. 

Application  was  lately  (/)  made  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  to 
sanction  a  lease  by  the  committee  of  a  lunatic  tenant  in  tail 
for  an  absolute  term  of  twenty-one  years ;  and  it  was  con- 
tended, that,  as  by  the  24th  section  of  1  W.  4.  c.  65,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  might  direct  the  committee  to  make  such 
leases  of  the  lands  of  the  lunatic  according  to  his  interest 
therein,  and  the  nature  of  the  tenure  of  the  estate,  and  for 


(»)  Entitled  ^  An  Act  for  amending  certain  caaea." 
the  laws  respecting  coayeyanoes  and  (j)  No.  13  of  Orders^  sup. 

transfers  of  estates  and  funds  vested  (k)  Mre  Starkie,  2  Russ.  197. 

in  trustees  and  mortgagees ;  and  for  (Q  In  the  Matter  of  Starkie ;  Ex 

enabling   Courts  of   equity    to    give  parte  Clayton,  3  Myl.  &  K.  247. 
effect  to  their  decrees  and  orders  in 
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such  term  of  years,  as  he  the  Lord  Chancellor  should  approve; 
and  as  by  the  act  for  the  abolition  of  fines  and  recoveries  (m) 
the  tenant  in  tail  in  possession  might  grant  leases  for  any 
term,  the  Lord  Chancellor  might  authorise  the  committee  to 
make  the  lease  required,  because  such  lease  would  then  be 
''according  to  the  interest  of  the  lunatic  in  his  estate;  t>ut 
his  Lordship  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  act  8  &  4  W.  4. 
c.  74,  did  not  empower  him  to  permit  the  committee  to 
make  any  lease  which  the  Lord  Chancellor  on  behalf  of  the 
lunatic  tenant  in  tail  could  not  have  authorised  prior  to  the 
passing  of  that  act;  that  to  make  such  an  order  as  was 
prayed  would  in  fact  be  to  enable  the  committee  to  bar  the 
estate  tail  pro  tanto,  which  his  Lordship  considered  not  to  be 
within  the  intent  of  the  act;  and  he  added,  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  object  could  only  be  accomplished  by  means  of  a 
private  act  of  parliament,  if  the  parties  thought  it  worth 
while  to  go  to  that  expense. 

.The  clauses  of  the  act  of  11  Geo.  4.  &  1  W.  4.  c.  65, 
relating  to  the  renewal  of  leases  by  or  to  persons  of  unsound 
mind  will  be  noticed  in  a  iuture  page ;  though  here  it  may 
be  permitted  to  add,  that  a  renewed  lease  must  be  taken 
in  the  name  of  the  lunatic,  if  the  original  lease  was  so  made ; 
but  if  the  demise  was  originally  made  to  a  trustee  for  him, 
the  renewal  may  be  taken  in  the  committee^s  name(n). 

The  recent  act(o)  above  referred  to,  for  the  regulation  of 
the  care  and  treatment  of  lunatics,  has  provided  {p)  that  it 
shall  be  lawfiil  for  the  Lord  Chancellor  from  time  to  time  to 
make  orders  for  the  appointment  of  a  receiver,  or  otherwise, 
for  the  protection,  care,  and  management,  of  the  estate  of  the 
lunatic,  and  that  such  receiver  shall  have  the  same  powers 
and  authorities  as  a  receiver  of  the  estate  of  a  lunatic  found 
such  by  inquisirion  had  when  the  act  was  passed. 

(m)  3  &  4  W.  4.  c.  74.  s.  15.  (o)  8  ^  9  Vict  c.  100. 

(n)  £x    parte  Jermyn,  3  Swanst  (j>)  Sect.  95, 

131,  n.^ 
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III. — Weak  and  aged  Persons. 

The  weakness  of  the  lessor  is  not  of  itself  a  ground  for 
annulling  a  lease  granted  by  him  (a).  But^  if  obtained  by 
firaudulent  practices,  the  grant,  even  if  valid  at  law,  cannot 
'  be  supported  in  equity  (i).  And,  therefore,  where  A.,  a  man 
poor  and  weak  in  his  intellects,  was  prevailed  on  by  B.,  his 
neighbour,  to  sign  a  paper,  alleged  to  be  an  appointment  of  B. 
to  be  the  receiver  of  the  rent  of  a  small  estate  belonging  to 
A.,  and  then  let  at  20/.  per  annum  on  a  lease  almost  expired, 
but  which  afterwards  turned  out  to  be  an  agreement  for  a 
lease  of  the  estate  to  B.,  at  only  14/.  per  annum,  and  B.  soon 
after  obtained  an  actual  lease  from  A.  of  the  estate,  for  the 
term  of  41  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  14/.,  in  consideration 
of  5«.,  for  which  a  receipt- was  signed  and  witnessed,  but  no 
notice  was  taken  of  the  agreement,  it  was  held  that  the  le^se 
was  void,  being  obtained  by  fraud  and  imposition  (c). 

Nor  does  old  age,  simply,  incapacitate  a  person  frx)m  grant- 
ing a  lease  (d).  The  lady  in  the  case  quoted  was  nearly  75 
years  old.  Fraud  or  imposition  would,  of  course,  defeat  the 
le^e  in  equity,  if  not  at  law ;  but  the  circumstance  of  age 
is  not  of  itself  a  ground  to  presume  imposition;  for,  as 
Mr.  Justice  Buller  observed,  we  have  seen  the  greatest 
abilities  displayed  at  a  greater  age  than  75. 


(a)  Garteide  v,  laberwood,  I  Bro.  C. 
C.  558,  Appendix.  And  see  White  v. 
SimUl,2Ca.inCh.l03.  WiUis  v.  Jeiv 
n^gan,  2  Atk.  251.  Oflnumd  v.  Fitzroy, 
3  P.  Wms.  129  ;  S.  C.  2  £q.  Ca.  Ab. 
186,  pL  8.  Griffin  v.  Devenille,  or  De 
Veolle,  Cox's  note,  3  P.  Wms.  130. 
3  Woodd.  Yin.  Lect.  Appendix,  p.  xyL 
Smyih  V.  Smyth,    2  Madd.  75.   93. 


Bridgeman  v.  Green,  Wilm.  58. 

(5)  Ibid.  White  v.  Small,  2  Ca.  in 
Ch.  105.  And  see  Portington  v.  Alex- 
ander, Com'  Eglinton,  2  Vera.  189. 

(c)  Webb  V.  St  Lawrence,  5  Bro. 
P.  C.  30 ;  Toml.  ed.  toI.  3,  p.  640  ; 
Jour.  vol.  27,  p.  581. 

((2)  Lewis  V.  Pead,  1  Yes.  jmL  19. 
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IV. — Persons  intoxicated. 

At  law,  the  stability  or  instability  of  a  lease  made  by  a  man 
under  the  influence  of  intoxication  would  appear  from  some  of 
the  cases  (e)  to  depend  on  the  extent  of  his  inebriety  at  the 
time ;  and  it  is  laid  down  that  such  a  degree  as  totally  sub- 
dues the  reasoning  faculties  deprives  the  party  of  the  power 
of  forming  any  legal  engagement  (/).  Lord  Ellenborough, 
however,  ruled  at  nisi  prius,  that  intoxication,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  degree,  was  good  evidence  upon  a  plea  of  non  est 
factum  (jff).  Whether  the  distinction  obtains  in  this  country, 
as  in  Scotland  (A),  is  not  fully  established  by  authority. 

Whatever  may  be  the  rule  of  law,  the  practice  of  equity  on 
the  subject  is  clearly  ascertained.  That  court,  considering 
itflf  interference  likely  to  operate  as  an  encouragement  to 
drunkenness/  wisely  abstains,  in  the  absence  of  fraud,  from 
enforcing  or  annulling  the  contract  (t).  Even  particular  acts 
of  excessive  drinking  are  insufficient  to  defeat  the  transaction 
in  a  court  of  equity ;  for  the  party  injured  may  resort  to  his 
legal  remedy  (/). 

But  if  by  artifice  the  lessor  be  allured  to  drink,  and  advan- 
tage be  taken  of  his  condition,  the  Court  will  interfere  for  his 
protection,  and  rescind  the  contract  {k).    Thus,  in  the  case  of 


(e)  Cooke  v.  CUyworth,  18  Vee.  16. 
Smith  V,  Downing^  Rep.  temp.  Hardw. 
by  Westy  93.  Nagle  v,  Baylor,  3  Dni. 
&  War.  60-4.  Gore  v,  Gibson,  11 
Mees.  &  Wei.  623. 

(/)  Ibid. 

(g)  Pitt  V.  Smith,  3  Campb.  33. 
Fenton  v.  Holloway,  1  Stark.  126. 
And  aee  Cde  v.  Robins,  Bull.  N.  P. 
172.-  See  now,  ae  to  the  plea  of  non 
egtfaehbm^  Reg.  Gen.  HiL  Tenn,  4  W.  4., 
5  Bam.  &  Adol  viii^ante,  p.  31.  n.  (r). 

(h)  ^Persons  while  in  a  state  of 
absolute  dnmkennesB  cannot  oblige 
themselyes;  but  a  lesser  degree  of 
drunkenness  which  only  darkens  rea- 
son, has  not  the  effect  of  annulling  the 


contract**  Stair,  July  2dth,  1672. 
Lord  Hatton,  Ersk.  Inst  447.  s.  16; 
Ivory's  edit  toI.  2,  p.  593,  s.  16. 

(0  Johnson  v,  Medlicott,  3  P.  Wms. 
131,  n.  [A],  Cory  v.  Cory,  1  Ves.  19. 
Cooke  V.  Clayworih,  1 8  Ves.  1 4.  Cragg 
V,  Hohne,  Rolls,  May,  1811,  cited  18 
Yes.  14.  Nagle  v,  Baylor,  3  Dm.  & 
War.  60-4.  And  see  Malins  v.  Free- 
man, 2  Keen,  25.  34. 

( j)  Smith  V,  Downing,  Rep.  temp. 
Hardw.  by  West,  90. 

(k)  See  cases  in  note  (t),  and  Rich 
V.Sydenham,  1  Ca.  in  Ch.  202.  Butler 
v.MulTihill,lBllP.C.  137.  Dunnage 
V,  White,  1  Swanst  137. 
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Say  V,  Barwick  {l),  a  lease  contracted  to  be  granted  by  an 
infant  at  an  undervalue^  and  executed  at  an  early  hour  of  the 
morning  on  which  he  attained  his  majority^  was  set  aside 
with  costs^  the  plaintiff  havings  through  the  defendant's  con- 
trivance or  encouragement^  been  in  a  state  of  continual  or 
habitual  intoxication  for  a  long  period^  including  the  night 
prior  to  the  execution  of  the  lease.  The  lessor^  indeed^  about 
five  weeks  afterwards^  pointed  out  to  the  attorney  who  drew 
the  lease  a  trifling  mistake^  and  said  that^  if  necessary^  he  was 
ready  to  execute  it  again ;  but  this  circumstance  was  not 
considered  equivalent  to  a  confirmation^  as  the  plaintiff  at  the 
time  was  not  apprised  of  the  true  value  of  the  estate^  and  still 
continued  to  live  at  the  defendant's  house  in  the  same  habits 
of  inebriety  as  at  the  time  of  making  the  lease. 


y. — Persons  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind. 

Neither  deafness,  dumbness,  nor  blindness,  though  it  be 
necessary  to  resort  to  signs  for  expressing  intention,  occa- 
sions any  incapacity  to  lease,  provided  the  party  be  in  pos- 
session of  his  intellectual  faculties,  and  capable  of  compre- 
hending the  nature  and  consequences  of  the  deed  tendered 
for  his  execution  [m) ;  and  it  would  seem,  that  even  persons 
deaf  and  dumb  at  the  same  time  enjoy  the  like  free  agency, 
provided  they  have  understanding  (»). 

Yet  if,  by  fraud  and  misrepresentation,  a  lease  different 
from  the  one  directed  to  be  prepared,  be  imposed  on  a  blind 
man  for  execution,  he  may  afterwards  treat  it  as  a  nullity  (o). 

Persons  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind,  from  their  nativity  labour 
under  an  absolute  incapacity  (jp). 

(/)  Say  V.  Barwick,  1  VeB.  &  B.  195.  S.  C,  nom.  Throwgood  v.  Tumor,  Mo. 

(m)  Co.  lit  42,  b.     Shulter's  case,  148;  S.  C,  nom.  Thoroag^igood  v.  Cole, 

12  Co.  90,  a.  1  And.  129.    See  also  Anon.  Skin.  159. 

(«)  Eliot'8caae,Cart.53.  Ports. 25.  {p)  Co.   lit  42,  b.    Perk.  a.  25. 

(o)  Shnlter's  case,  sap.    And  see  Tong  v.  Sant,  1  Dy.  56,  a.,  and  note 

Manser's  case,  2  Co.  3,  a.;  S.  C.  Mo.  (13),  Vaillant's  ed.,  1794.    Com.  Dig. 

18Z    Thronghgood's  case,  2  Co.  9,  a.;  Qipacity,  (D.  4.) 
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VI. — Persons  under  duress. 

A  lease  made  by  a  party  under  duress  is  not  void,  but 
voidable  only  by  him  when  he  recovers  his  &ee  agency  {q) ; 
but  he  cannot  plead  non  est  factum,  for  it  is  his  deed  at  the 
time  of  tHe  action  brought,  and  ought  to  be  avoided  by 
special  pleading  (r) . 


VII. — Outlatfs. 

A  lease  made  by  an  outlaw  before  an  inquisition  taken, 
will  prevent  the  Queen's  title,  if  it  be  made  bonA  fide,  and 
upon  good  consideration ;  but  not  if  it  be  in  trust  for  the 
outlaw  himself.  But  no  conveyance  made  after  the  inquisi- 
tlbn  will  take  away  or  discharge  *the  title  of  the  Crown  («). 
Against  all  others  the  outlaw's  lease  is  good  (/). 

It  is  observable,  however,  that  if  a  lessor  be  outlawed  in  a 
civil  action,  and  the  lands  demised  be  found  by  inquisition, 
which  is  estreated  into  the  Exchequer,  and  the  lands  there- 
upon granted  in  custodiam,  he  cannot  maintain  an  ejectment 
against  the  tenant  for  the  nonpayment  of  rent  of  those 
lands  (tf). 


viii. — Feme  sole. 

A  feme  sole  is  competent  to  lease  her  lands,  provided  she 
be  not  at  the  time  labouring  under  any  particular  disability, 
such  as  unsoundness  of  mind,  or  the  Uke.  And  if  she  make  a 
lease  at  wiU,  and  afterwards  marry,  the  tenancy  wiU  not  be 


(9)  Throngligood's  cue,  2  Co.  9,  b.  Ante,  p.  81,  n.  (r). 

5  Co.   119,  a.    2  Inst  483.    Sliep.  («)  AtUmtoy-Gmtenl   «.   Freeman, 

Toneli.  233,  Pnst  ed.    Perk.  8.  IS.  Hardr.  101. 

(r)  6  Co.  119,  a.    And  see  as  to  the  (0  ShepL  Touch,  by  Prest  232. 

plea  of  non  ett  faetumy  Reg.  Qen.  HiL  (f()  King  dem.  Foe  v.  Ball,  Ridgew. 

Tenn,  4  W.  4.,  6  Ban.  Sl  AdoL  viil  Li4>p.  Sl  Scho.  94. 
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determined  without  some  express  act  by  the  husband  to 
defeat  it  (^). 

The  lessee  of  a  feme  sole  must,  after  her  marriage,  pay  his 
rent  to  her  husband ;  nor  will  ignorance  of  the  marriage  pro- 
tect him  at  law,  whatever  it  may  do  in  equity,  firom  payment 
to  the  husband,  although  the  rent  had  been  previously 
demanded  by,  and  paid  to,  the  wife  (y). 


IX. — Feme  covert. 

m 

A  feme  covert  having,  generally  speaking  (xr),  no  legpl 
existence  distinct  from  that  of  her  husband,  is  incapable, 
without  his  concurrence,  of  making  a  valid  lease  at  law  of 
lands  of  which  he  and  she  are  seised  in  her  right,  or  of 
which  he  ia  possessed  in  her  right  (a).  Her  deed  being  abso- 
lutely void  does  not  admit  of  confirmation  (A) .  Formerly,  when 
discovert,  she  might  have  pleaded  non  est  factum,  and  given 
the  former  coverture  in  evidence  (c) ;  but  now  a  special  plea 
is  necessary  {d).    A  feme  covert  is  not  bound  by  estoppel  (e). 

So,  in  equity,  if  a  feme  covert  contracts  for  the  grant  of  a 
lease  of  her  separate  estate,  a  bill  for  a  specific  performance 
will  not  lie  against  her,  as  she  is  incompetent  to  enter  into  a 
contract  so  as  to  give  a  remedy  against  her  in  personam  (/). 
The  Court  in  such  cases  acts  in  rem ;  but,  although  a  feme 


(x)  Crooke's  case,  HetL  72;  S.  C. 
Keilw.  162.  Henstead's  case,  5  Co. 
10,  a.    Cro.  Car.  304.    Co.  lit.  55,  b. 

(y)  Tracy  v.  Dutton,  Cro.  Jac  617, 
the  second  page  of  that  number.  Pafan. 
206. 

(2)  The  Qneen  Consort  is  an  excep- 
tion. 4  Cm.  Dig.  20.  See  post,  as  to 
leases  by  the  Crown ;  and  as  to  a 
Feme  coyert's  lease  under  a  power; 
and  as  to  leases  by  Baron  and  feme. 

(a)  S&4W.4.c.74,8.77. 

(5)  3  H.  6.  53.  22.  Manby  v.  Soott, 
1  Sid.  120  ;  S.C.  1  Mod.  124^;  1  Keb. 
69.  80.  87.  206.  337.  361.  383.  429. 


441.  482..  Jennings  v.  Bragg,  Gro. 
Eliz.  446  ;  dted,  3  Co.  35,  b.  St  John 
V.  St.  John,  11  Yes.  529.  531.  Zoach 
dem.  Abbot  v.  Parsons,  3  But.  1805. 

(c)  Zouch  dem.  Abbot  v.  Paonsons, 
3  Burr.  1805. 

(d)  Reg.  Gen.  HiL  Term,  4  W.  4., 
5  Bam.  Sl  AdoL  Tiii  ante,  p.  31,  n.  (r). 

(e)  Sacheverel  v.  Frogate,  1  Yent. 
161..  James  v.  Landon,  Cra  Elis.  37. 
Brereton  v,  Evans,  Cro.  Ehz.  700. 

(/)  Francis  v.  Wigzell,  1  Madd. 
258.  Aylett  v.  Aahton,  I  MyL  Sl  Cr. 
105. 
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covert  has  power^  and  the  Court  has  jurisdietion^  over  the 
rents  and  profits,  no  case  has  given  effect  to  her  contracts 
against  the  corpiis  of  her  separate  estate  (ff). 

The  means  hy  which  the  lands  of,ii  married  woman  may 
he  demised,  being  discussed  at  length  in  the  chapter  on 
leases  by  husband  and  wife  (h) ;  and  the  mode  of  obtaining 
renewab  of  leases  granted  by  her  previously  to  marriage, 
being  noticed  in  the  chapter  on  renewals  (i) ;  it  will  be  unne- 
eeasary  to  do  more  in  this  place  than  refer  the  reader  to 
those  parts  of  the  work« 


Section  II. — ^With  reference  to  estate;   and  herein  of 

leases  by  estoppel. 


I. — Owner  of  interesse  termini — Disseisee — Heir  before  entry 
— Bargainee  before  enrolment — Dowress  before  assignment 
of  dower — Disseisor — Abator — Intruder — Cestui  que  use 
before  entry — Bemamder-man  and  Reversioner, 

It  has  lately  been  enacted  (k)  that,  after  the  1st  day  of 
October,  1845,  a  contingent,  an  executory,  and  a  future 
interest,  and  a  possibility  coupled  with  an  interest,  in  any 
tenements  or  hereditaments,  of  any  tenure,  whether  the 
object  of  the  gift  or  limitation  of  such  interest  or  possibility 
be  or  be  not  ascertained,  also  a  right  of  entry,  whether  imme-' 
diate  or  future,  and  whether  vested  or  contingent,  into  or 
upon  any  tenements  or  hereditaments  in  England,  of  any 
tenure,  may  be  disposed  of  by  deed.  But  it  is  yet  to  be 
decided  whether  the  term  dispose  of  applies  to  the  leasing 
powers  of  the  persons  whose  interests  are  enumerated  in 
the  Act. 

(g)  Per  M.  R.  in  Aylett  v.  Ashton,  (h)  Post 

1  Myl.  &  Cr.  105. 112.    But  see  Stead  (i)  Poet. 

V.  Neleon,  2  Bear.  245.  {i)  8  &  9  Viet  e.  106,  8.  0, 
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Previously  to  its  passing,  in  order  to  create  a  lease,  to 
operate  inprcBsenti{l),  it  was  essential  that  the  lessor  should 
be  in  possession  of  the  premises,  or  have  an  iniere^se  ter» 
mini  (m),  at  the  time  of  the  demise.  A  party  having  a  naked 
right  of  entry  only  could  not  grant  a  present  lease  (n).  Thus, 
a  disseisee,  until  he  revested  his  seisin  by  entry,  and  continued 
in  the  seisin  (o),  could  not  support  the  character  of  lessor, 
so  as  to  pass  a  present  interest  {p).  So,  a  demise  by  an  heir 
in  the  interval  between  an  abatement  by  a  stranger  and  his 
own  re-entry  could  not  be  sustained  [q). 

But  the  rule  did  not  extend  to  the  state  of  an  heir  at  law 
before  entry,  his  possession  in  law,  no  other  having  a  posses- 
sion in  deed,  clothing  him  with  sufficient  power  to  grant  a 
lease  (r). 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  leases  granted  on  or  be- 
fore the  1st  of  October,  1845,  are  not  affected  by  the  act 
referred  to. 

A  bargainee  of  a  freehold  estate  before  enrolment  still 
labours  under  the  disability  noticed;  nor  will  subsequent 
enrolment  within  the  period  limited  by  the  statute  («)  impart, 
by  the  doctrine  of  relation,  validity  to  the  lease  (/). 

The  law  is  the  same  with  regard  to  a  dowress,  who  is 
incapable  of  demising  her  portion  of  the  land  recovered  in  a 


(2)  See,  as  to  leases  operating  by- 
estoppel,  posty  p.  52. 

(m)  Doe  dem.  Parsley  v.  Day,  2  Q. 
B.  147.  156.  Co.  lit  46,  b.  Sbep. 
Toach.  269. 

(n)  Berrington  v.  Parkhurst,  2  Stra. 
1086  ;  S.  C.  Andr.  125  ;  4  Bro.  P.  C. 
353 ;  Tomi  ed.  toL  4,  p.  65 ;  Joar. 
▼ol.  25,  p.  257.  Doe  dem.  Ducket  v. 
Watts,  9  East,  20,  n. 

(o)  See  Doe  dem.  Ducket  v.  Watts, 
9  East,  20,  n. 

{p)  Jennings  v.  Bragg,  Gro.  Eliz. 
447 ;  S.  C.  cited,  3  Co.  35,  b.  And  see 
Stephens  v.  Eliot,  Cro.  Elia.  484. 
Countess  of  Sussex  v.  Wroth,  3  Leon. 
144.    Shop.  Touch.  269. 

{q)  Plowd.l37,a.  142. 


(r)  Com.  Dig.  Seisin,  (A.  2.)  Shep. 
Touch.  269. 

{s)  Six  lunar  months,  27  Hen.  8. 
c.  16.    2  Inst  674.     Shep.  Touch.  223. 

{t)  Bellingfaam  v,  Alsop,  Gro.  Jae. 
52 ;  S.  C.  Noy,  106.  Dymmock's  case, 
Cro.  Jac.  408 ;  S.  C,  nom.  Dimmock's 
case.  Hob.  136.  Iseham  v.  Monice, 
Cro.  Gar.  109.  110,  4th  resolatioD; 
S.  C,  nom.  Norris  v.  Isham,  HetL  81. 
Bennett  v,  Gawdy,  Garth.  178.  Perry 
V.  Bowes,  Bowers,  or  Bowyer,  1  Yent 
360  ;  S.  C.  T.  Jo.  196 ;  Skin.  30 ;  S.C, 
nom.  Berris  v.  Bowyer,  2  Show.  156. 
Elliott  V.  Danby,  12  Mod.  3.  It  is 
submitted  that  Mr.  Preston's  poeitioD 
to  the  contrary,  3  Prest  Abet  90-1, 
cannot  be  supported. 
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writ  of  dower  (m)  until  seisin  be  delivered  to  her  by  execu- 
tion (ai). 

But  a  possession,  however  short,  and  whether  it  be  a 
possession  in  fact,  or  in  law  (y)  or  rightful,  or  tortious,  as  in 
the  case  of  a  disseisor  {z),  or,  as  it  seems,  an  abator,  or  an 
intruder  upon  the  possession  of  the  lessee  of  the  Queen,  who 
is  not  herself  disseisable  (a),  will  warrant  a  lease  for  years, 
which  will  avail  against  all  persons,  except  the  party  having 
the  right  of  possession  (i),  by  whose  re-entry  the  lessee^s  estate 
may  be  defeated  (c),  and  the  lessee  absolved  from  the  per- 
formance of  covenants  dependent  upon  the  enjoyment  of  the 
premises  {d) ;  though  a  lease  by  a  disseisor,  being  voidable 
only,  and  not  void,  is  capable  of  confirmation  (e) ;  and  the 
disseisee  may  apportion  his  confirmation,  where  the  disseisor's 
tenant  for  years  haa  underlet,  by  ratifying  the  one  lease,  and 
not  the  other,  or  by  confirming  the  whole  or  part  of  the  land, 
for  all  or  any  number  of  the  years  (/). 

The  possession  conferred  by  the  statute  of  uses  (ff)  is  suffi- 
cient  to  enable  the  cestui  que  use  to  grant  a  lease  without  a 
previous  entry  into  the  lands  demised(A). 

And  it  is  clear  that  a  person  having  a  present  right  to  the 
future  enjoyment  of  an  estate,  as  a  remainder-man  or  rever- 
sioner, expectant  either  upon  an  estate  for  years,  for  life,  or 
in  tail,  may  make  a  lease,  which  will  take  effect  in  possession 
on  the  determination  of  the  preceding  estate  (i). 


(«)  The  writ  of  right  of  dower 
excepted  from  the  sweeping  operatioB 
of  the  36th  section  of  the  limitation 
actof3&4  W.4.C27. 

(x)  Shep.  Touch.  269. 

(y)  Plowd.  137,  a.  142. 

(z)  lioe  V,  Norris,  Cro.  Ehs.  381. 
Tbuntmi's  case,  Ow.  16. 

(a)  Thm«ton*s  case,  sup.     Lee  v, 
Norrisy  sop. 

(b)  Ibid.     TuL  Ab.  tit  Estate,  (R. 
a.  5)  pL  3. 

(c)  Mo.  50.  pL   150.    2  Vent.  68. 
(cQ  Andrews  v.  Needham,  Gro.Elliz. 

656;  S.  C.  Noy,  75.    Bot  see  Cooch 


«.  GooAnan,  2  Q.  B.  580  ;  S.  C.  2 
Ga.  &  Dav.  159. 

(c)  Belford  r.  Foord,  or  Betford  v. 
Ford,  Cro.  Eliz.  447,  and  472,  bemg 
the  second  page  of  that  nmnber ;  S.  C, 
nom.  Foord^s  case,  5  Co.  81,  a.  b.; 
3Dy.  383,  b.;  1  And.  47. 

(/)  Ibid. 

(g)  27  Hen.  8.  c.  10. 

(h)  But  he  cannot  maintain  trespass 
till  entry  ;  Lutwich  v*  Mitten,  Gro.  Jac. 
604.  Cart  66.  Other  cases  ante,  p. 
23,  n.  (r). 

(0  Jeiik.  Cent  267.  case,  77.  Pal- 
mer V.  Thorpe^  Cro.  E3iz.  152. 
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II.— -4*  to  Leases  by  Estoppel. 

It  has  been  stated  [k),  that^  in  order  to  create  an  effectual 
lease  to  operate  inprasenii,  it  was  essential^  with  reference  at 
least  to  demises  made  on  or  before  the  Ist  of  October,  1845, 
that  the  lessor  should  be  in  possession  of  the  premises  at  the 
time  of  the  demise.  It  is  not,  however,,  to  be  understood 
that  the  lease  of  a  party  out  of  possession  was  totally  inopera- 
tive ;  for  a  demise  of  this  description  derived  a  new  feature 
from  the  doctrine  of  estoppel,  of  which  I  shall  here  attempt 
a  succinct  explanation,  with  an  assurance  to  the  reader  of  its 
being,  in  Lord  Coke's  phrase,  an  excellent  and  curious  kind 
of  learning  (/),  weU  deserving  his  attentive  consideration. 

An  estoppel  is,  properly  speaking,  an  impediment  or  bar 
raised  by  law  upon  a  man's  own  deed  to  his  averring  or 
proving  anything  in  contradiction  to  what  he  has  once  so 
solemnly  and  deliberately  avowed  (m).  It  is  sometimes  also 
termed  a  conclusion^  from  its  determining,  finishing,  closing, 
or  shutting  up  the  mouth,  so  that  the  party  cannot  speak, 
plead,  or  claim,  anything  contrary  to  his  deed  (n). 

Estoppels,  having  a  tendency  to  prevent  the  investigation 
of  the  truth  (o),  are  considered  odious  in  law  (p) ;  and  the 
reasons  why  they  are  allowed  seem  to  be,  that  no  man  ought 
to  allege  anything  but  the  truth  for  his  defence,  and  what 
he  has  alleged  once  is  to  be  presumed  true,  and,  therefore, 
he  ought  not  to  contradict  it ;  for  aUegans  coniraria  non  est 
audiendtis ;  and,  secondly,  that  as  the  law  cannot  be  known 
till  the  facts  are  ascertained,  so  neither  can  the  truth  of  them 
be  found  out  but  by  evidence ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  reason- 
able that  some  evidence  should  be  allowed  to  be  of  so  high 


(]c)  Ante,  p.  50.  (o)  Rex   o.  Labbenham,  4  Ti 

(0  Co.  Lit  352,  a.  Rep.  254. 

(m)  2  6U.  Com.  295.  Co.  lit.  352, a.  {p)  Co.  Lit.  365,  b.    2  Ld.  Bajm. 

Com.  Dig.  Estoppel,  (A).  1553.    Stdpwitfa  v.  Gveen,  8  Hod.  31 1. 

(n)  Co.  lit  37,  a.  170,  a.  31 3.    Bac.  Ab.  Joint-teiianta,  <H)  I. 
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and  condusiye  a  nature  as  to  admit  of  no  contradictory 
proof  (^). 

Hence^  a  lease  by  indenture  (r)  by  a  person  having  no 
estate  whatever  («),  as  an  heir  apparent ;  by  a  party  claiming 
under  an  executory  devise  (/),  or  contingent  remainder  {u);  or 
by  a  person  having  a  wrongful  estate  only  in  the  premises  (^); 
would  operate  by  way  of  estoppel  and  conclusion  against  him 
on  his  obtaining  a  vested  or  rightful  interest^  whether  by 
purchase  (y)  or  descent  {z).  A  mortgagor  is  similarly  cir- 
cumstanced;  and  will  be  precluded  by  estoppel  from  claiming 
the  land  after  redemption  in  opposition  to  his  own  lease  (a). 
So^  if  one  having  no  interest  in  the  premises^  by  indenture 
make  a  lease  for  years  to  B.^  reserving  a  rent^  and  afterwards 
by  indenture  demise  the  same  land  to  C.  for  forty  years^  C. 
shall  have  the  rent  by  the  same  means  by  which  he  has  the 
reversion,  i.e.,  by  estoppel  (i). 

If  a  party  lease  lands  in  which  he  has  no  estate,  and  after- 
wards acquire  an  estate,  the  lease  which  before  operated  by 
estoppel  only,  becomes  a  lease  in  interest  (c). 

It  is,  however,  in  all  cases  requisite  that  the  premises 
forming  the  subject  of  demise  be  particularly  specified  or 
referred  to ;  for  a  demise  by  A.  of  aU  his  lands  in  Dale,  not 
being  at  the  time  owner  of  any  lands  there,  to  B.  for  years, 
will  fail,  on  account  of  its  generality,  to  create  an  estoppel 


iN 


iq)  Co.  lit  352,  a.  note  (1). 

(r)  See  post^  p.  55,  as  to  the  neces- 
aty  for  an  indenture. 

{$)  Mo.  20.  pi.  69.  1  RoL  Ab.  874. 
pL9.  Rothwell'scaae,  Hetl.  91.  Anon. 
Dai  26.  pL  4.  Foote  v.  Berkley, 
Plowd.  527.  545.  Bawlyns's  caee,  4 
Co.  53,  a.,  4th  reeolution.  Isebam  v. 
Morrioe,  Cro.  Oar.  109 ;  S.  C,  nom. 
NorriB  V.  laham,  HeU.  8 1 .  Hermitage 
V,  TomkinB,  1  Ld.  Raym.  729.  Smith 
V.  Low,  1  Atk.  489.  Co.  Lit  47,  b. 
3  Term  Rep.  371. 

(0  Cooks,  or  Hooks,  v.  Bellamy,  1 
Keb.  530.  628.  708 ;  S.  C.  1  Sid.  187. 

(a)  Weale  v.   Lower,  Pollexf.  54. 


3  Com.  Dig.  274,  Estoppel,  (B). 

(x)  Panlin  v.  Hardy,  Skin.  2.  62. 

(^)  See  the  cases  cited  in  note  («), 
sup. 

(z)  Smith  V.  Low,  1  Atk.  489.  Plowd. 
434. 

(a)  Edwards  v.Omellhallum,  March, 
64.  Omelaughland  v.  Hood,  1  Rol.  Ab. 
874.  pi  1 0.  876.  pL  5.  Webb  v,  Austin, 
8  Scott's  N.  R.  419 ;  S.  C.  7  Man.  & 
Gra.  701 ;  Law  Jour.  N.  S.  vol.  13. 
p.  203,  C.  P.  And  see  Doe  dem.  Mar- 
riott V,  Edwards,  6  Car.  &  Pa.  208. 

(6)  Jenk.  Cent.  254,  case,  46.  Plowd. 
433.     Webb  v.  Austin,  sup. 

(c)  Webb  V.  Austin,  sup. 
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against  him^  on  his  subsequent  acquisition  of  an  estate  in 
Dale(rf). 

But  should  it  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  indenture  that 
the  lease  is  made  by  one  who  has  not  an  interest  (and  who 
really  has  not)  to  make  a  lease^  and  he  afterwards  purcbases 
the  land^  the  rule  of  estoppel  will  not  prevail  {e).  And^  for 
the  same  reason^  where  a  church  in  the  incumbent's  lifetime 
was  appropriated  infiituro  to  a  body  corporate^  and  the  said 
body^  reciting  this^  made  a  lease  in  the  life  of  the  incumbent^ 
the  lease  was  held  to  be  void;  it  appearing  by  the  deed 
that  the  corporation  had  nothing  (/).  But  where  a  party 
seised  of  an  estate  in  Dale^  falsely  reciting  that  he  had 
nothing  in  that  manor,  made  a  lease  to  B.  by  indenture  for 
years,  the  recital  was  held  to  be  void,  and  the  lease  good  by 
estoppel;  for  the  law  rejects  a  false  recital  which  makes  a 
contradiction  (^) . 

Whether  a  deed  incapable  of  operating  in  the  way  intended 
may  conclude  the  party  by  falling  within  the  doctrine  under 
consideration  is  not  decided.  The  point  arose  in  the  case  of 
Roe  V.  The  Archbishop  of  York  {h),  where  a  demise  was  made 
by  tenant  for  life,  and  expressed  to  be  in  pursuance  of  a 
power  of  leasing ;  but,  as  the  Court  held  the  lease  to  be  void 
for  informality  as  an  execution  of  the  power,  they  did  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  enter  into  the  question  of  estoppel. 
There  seems  to  be  reason  for  contending  that  if  the  lease 
could  have  derived  its  validity  &om  the  lessor's  ownership, 
the  doctrine  of  estoppel  could  not  apply,  as  it  is  a  rule  that 
a  lease  shall  not  work  by  way  of  estoppel  when  it  may  pass 
an  interest  (t). 

(d)  Jenk.  Cent  255,  case,  46.  (/)  Jenk.  Cent.  255,  case, 46.  Montr 

(c)  Hermitage  v,   Tomkins,   1  Ld.  gomery's  case,  2  Dy.  244,  a. ;  1   Co. 

Raym.  729.    Jenk.  Cent.  255,  case,  46.  155.  a.    2  Barn.  &.  AdoL  281. 

Cooks  V.  Bellamy,  1   Keb.  531.    Co.  (g)  Jenk.  Cent.  255,  case,  46. 

Lit.  352,  b.     And  see  Rigbt  dem.  Jef-  (/t)  Roe  dem.  Earl  of  Berkeley  r. 

ferys  v.  Bucknell,  2  Bam.  &  Add.  278 ;  The  Archbishop  of  York,  6  East,  86 ; 

and  Doe  dem.  Lumley  r.  Earl  of  Scar-  S.  C.  2  Smith,  166. 

borough,  3  Adol.&  Ell.  2;  S.C.4  Ncv.  (i)  2  Prcst.  Con  v.  139. 

&  Man.  724. 
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One  of  the  rales  connected  with  this  learning  requires 
every  estoppel  to  be  reciprocal^  and  binding  on  both  parties  {k) ; 
hence,  a  stranger  can  neither  take  advantage  of,  nor  be  bound 
hj,  an  ^toppel  (/).  Infants  also  (m),  and  married  women  (n), 
on  account  of  their  legal  disability,  and  persons  contracting 
with  them,  are  exempt,  fpr  want  of  mutuality  from  the 
operation  of  the  doctrine ;  and,  accordingly,  if  one  takes  a 
lease  by  indenture  of  his  own  land  from  an  in&nt  or  feme 
covert,  he  is  not  bound  by  estoppel  from  disputing  the 
demise  (o).  So,  if  husband  and  wife  declare  against  a  party 
in  debt  for  rent  on  a  lease  made  by  the  feme  and  her  former 
husband,  the  defendant  may  plead  the  sole  seisin  of  the 
former  husband,  without  being  estopped  by  the  lease  (p). 
So,  on  the  other  hand,  if  a  man  and  his  wife  make  a  lease, 
reserving  a  rent  to  himself  and  his  wife,  and  his  heirs,  he 
may  bring  debt  for  the  rent,  and  declare  as  on  a  lease  made 
by  himself  alone,  and  the  reservation  to  himself.  In  each 
case  the  lease  being  void  as  to  the  wife,  want  of  mutuality 
prevents  an  estoppel  (9).  And  as  the  Crown  is  not  bound  by 
estoppel,  a  man  taking  a  lease  of  his  own  land  by  patent 
from  the  King  is  not  estopped  frx)m  showing  it  (r). 

The  rule  which  requires  reciprocity  in  cases  of  estoppel 
obviously  involves  the  necessity  for  a  lease  by  indenture; 
for,  according  to  Littleton  {s),  Coke  (t),  and  other  authori- 
ties {u),  if  a  lease  be  made  by  deed-poll,  the  lessee  is  not 
estopped  to  say  that  the  lessor  had  nothing  at  the  time  of 
the  lease  made ;  and  the  reason  why  a  deed  indented  will. 


(k)  Co.  lit.  352,  a. 

(0  Ibid.  Right  dem.  Jeffer>'s  v. 
Bncknell,  2  Bam.  &  Adol  278. 

(m)  James  v.  Laadon,  Cro.  Eliz.  37. 
Smith  V,  Low,  1  Atk.  489. 

(n)  Sacheyerel  v,  Frogate,  1  Vent 
161.  James  t,  Landon,  Cro.  Eliz.  37. 
Brereton  v.  Evans,  Cro.  Eliz.  700. 

(o)  James  v,  Landon,  sup. 

(j>)  Brereton  v,  Etbub,  Cro.  Eliz. 
700. 

(q)  Sacheverel  v,  Frogate,  1  Vent. 


161.  But  Boverton  Vn  Evans,  1  Rol. 
Ab.  872.  pi.  6,  semb.  cont 

(r)  Stanhop's  case,  1  Rol.  Ab.  871. 
pi.  3. 

(«)  Lit.  8.  58. 

(0  Co.  Lit  47,  a.  b.  363,  b. 

(u)  Hilman  v.  Hore,  Carth.  247-8. 
Cooks,  or  Hooks,  v.  Bellamy,  1  Keb. 
530.  628.  708.  Plowd.  421.  433-4. 
Pike  V.  Eyre,  9  Bam.  &  Cres.909. 914; 
S.  C.  4  Man.  &Ry.  661. 
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but  a  deed-poll  will  not^  conclude  the  taker^  is,  because  the 
latter  is  the  deed  of  the  feoffor,  donor,  and  lessor  only ;  while 
the  former  is  the  deed  of  both  parties,  and  concludes,  there- 
fore, the  taker,  as  well  as  the  giver  («r). 

Upon  the  same  principle,  it  should  seem,  that,  to  enure  by 
way  of  estoppel,  the  indenture  must  be  executed  by  both 
lessor  and  lessee  (y),  an  indenture  executed  by  the  one  and 
not  the  other  being  equivalent  to  a  deed-poll  (z) ;  though,  for 
this  purpose,  a  lease  executed  by  the  lessor  only,  and  a  coun- 
terpart by  the  lessee,  are  considered  as  one  indenture  (a). 

But  it  has  been  determined  that  if  a  bond  be  given  for  the 
performance  of  the  covenants  contained  in  a  certain  inden- 
ture, the  obligor  is  estopped  from  denying  the  existence  of 
the  indenture  (b).  And  in  a  late  case  (c),  where  a  lessee 
gave  a  bond  for  the  payment  of  the  yearly  rent  of  170/., 
recited  in  the  condition  to  be  reserved  in  the  lease,  the  lessee 
was  held  to  be  estopped  from  showing  that  the  rent  reserved 
by  the  lease  was  in  fact  140/.,  and  not  170/. 

If  an  interest  (which,  it  appears  ((/),  signifies  a  legal  interest) 
passes,  the  lease  cannot  operate  by  way  of  estoppel  (e) ;   for 


(x)  Co.  lit  363,  b.  One  of  the 
many  objections  to  the  late  Act  of  7  & 
8  Vict  o.  76,  to  BimpUfy  the  transfer 
of  property,  was  occasioned  by  the 
11  ih  section  providing,  that  ''it  e^ould 
not  be  necessary  in  any  case  to  have  a 
deed  indented,  and  that  any  person  not 
being  a  party  to  any  deed  might  take 
an  immediate  benefit  under  it,  in  the 
same  manner  as  he  might  under  a 
deed-poll,*^  which  would  preyent  the 
instrument  operating  by  way  of  estop- 
pel. But  the  Act  has  since  been  re- 
pealed by  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  106. 

(y)  Pahner  v,  Ekins,  2  Ld.  Raym. 
1560-1  ;  S.  C.  2  Stra.  817  ;  1  Barnard. 
B.  R.  103.  Wood  V.  Day,  1  J.  B.  Mo. 
389.  400  ;  S,  C.  7  Taunt  646  Hill 
V.  Saunders,  in  error,  9  Bam.  &  Cres. 
534  ;  S.  C.  in  C.  P.,  2  Bing.  112;  9 
Mo.  238 ;  1  Car.  &  Pa.  80.     Wilson 


V.  Woolfryes,  6  Man.  &  Selw.  S41. 
Cardwell  V.  Lucas,  2  Mees.  &  WeL  1 1 1« 
117. 

(z)  Atkinson  v,  Coatswortfa,  I  StnL 
512$  S.G.  8Mod.  33. 

(a)  Wilson  v.  Woolfiryes,  sup. 

(6)  1  RoL  Ab.  872.  pL  3.  Lainson 
V.  Tremeere,  1  AdoL  St  £11. 792;  &  C. 

3  Ney.  &  Man.  603. 

(c)  Lainson  v.  TremeeFe,  sop. 

(d)  Blake  v.  Foster,  8  Term  Rep. 
496. 

(e)  Co.  Lit  45,  a.  Treport's  cas^ 
6  Co.  1 4,  b.     Hill  r.  Saunders,  in  error, 

4  Bam.  &  Cres.  529  ;  S.  C.  in  C.  P.,  2 
Bing.  112;  9  Mo.  238 ;  1  Our.  &  Pa. 
80.  Fawcett  v.  Hall,  Ale  &  Nap.  248. 
254.  Doe  dem.  Strode  v,  Seton,  1 
Gale,  303.  But  see  Oilman  v.  Uoare, 
i  Salk.  275,  where  Holt,  C.  J.,  said, 
that  a  lease  for  years  might  operate 
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one  deed  cannot  so  enure  to  two  intents  (/).  Therefore,  if  a 
tenant  pur  autre  vie  leases  for  twenty-one  years,  and,  after 
liaving  pnrchajsed  the  fee,  the  cestui  que  vie  dies,  the  lessor 
may  avoid  his  lease ;  because  an  interest  passed  for  the  life  of 
the  cestui  que  vie  {jg).  So,  if  A.,  tenant  for  life,  and  B., 
remainder-man  in  fee,  join  in  a  lease,  the  lessee  cannot,  in 
the  lifetime  of  A.,  recover  in  ejectment  declaring  upon  the 
demise  of  both;  for  the  lease  during  A/s  life  is  his  demise, 
and  must  be  so  pleaded ;  nor  can  the  deed  work  an  estoppel, 
on  account  of  the  interest  that  passed  to  the  lessee  (A).  So, 
if  two  join  in  a  lease,  and  one  only  has  any  interest  in  the 
premises,  it  enures  by  way  of  confirmation  from  the  other, 
and  not  by  way  of  estoppel  (t). 

An  estoppel  is  not  confined  to  the  parties  to  the  lease,  but, 
being  annexed  to  the  estate,  runs  with  the  land,  and  is  bind- 
ing alike  on  all  persons  claiming  under  them  (A:). 

The  heir  of  the  reversioner,  being  privy  in  blood,  and 
taking  the  estate  subject  to  the  burthens  under  which  his 
ancestor  enjoyed  it,  is  bound  by  the  estoppel  where  that 
ancestor,  having  no  estate  in  the  premises  (^,  or  only  a 
contingent  remainder  (m),  made  a  lease  by  indenture,  and 
afterwards  purchased  the  fee  of  the  land  demised,  and  died. 
It  is  also  said  (n),  though  the  position  cannot  safely  be  rehed 


and  take  effect  as  to  part  by  estoppel, 
and  as  to  the  residue  by  passing  a  real 
intenst,  was  very  plain  from  the  com- 
mon case  of  concurrent  leases,  which 
were  all  of  them  good  as  to  part  by 
estoppel,  and  a  rent  reserved  thereon; 
S.  C.,  nom.  Hilman  v.  Here,  Garth. 
247 ;  S.  C,  nom.  Hohnan  o.  Hoare,  3 
Salk.  1 52.     And  see  Ale.  &  Nap.  254,  n. 

(/)  Brereton  v.  Eyans,  Cro.  Eliz. 
700-1.     O.  Bridgm.  by  Ban.  544. 

{g)  Ca  lit.  47,  b.  Anon.  Mo.  20. 
pi.  6d.  Treport*8  case,  sup.  Jenk. 
Cent  255.  Palmer  v,  Ekins,  2  Ld. 
Baym.  1550;  S.  C.  2  Stra.  817;  1 
Barnard.  B.  R.  103;  11  Mod.  407. 

{h)  Co.  Lit.  45,  a.    6  East,  102-3. 


(i)  Brereton  v.  Evans,  sup.  Brooks 
V.  Foxcroft,  Clayi  1 37. 

(Jc)  Trevivian  v.  Lawrence,  Holt, 
282 ;  S.  C.  6  Mod.  256 ;  1  Salk.  276 ; 
cited,  2  Ld.  Raym.  1551.  Rawlyns's 
case,  4  Co.  53,  a.  Co.  Lit  352,  a. 
Weale  v.  Lower,  Pollexf.  61.  Good- 
title  dem.  Faulkner  v.  Morse,  3  Term 
Rep.  371.  Webb  v.  Austm,  8  Scott's 
N.  R.  419  ;  S.  C.  7  Man.  &  Gra.  701 ; 
Law  Jour.  N.  S.  vol.  13,  p.  203,  C.  P. 

(J)  Rothweirsca8e,Hetl.91.  Anon. 
Mo.  20.  pL  69 ;  S.  C.  DaL  26.  pi.  4. 

(m)  Weale  v.  Lower,  Pollexf.  54. 
But  see  8  &  9  Vict  c.  106.  s.  6,  ante, 
p.  49. 

(n)  Jenk.  Cent  255,  case,  46. 
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on  {o),  that  if  a  lessee  for  twenty  years  make  a  lease  by 
indenture  for  one  thousand^  this  is  an  estoppel ;  and  if  the 
mesne  lessor  afterwards  purchase  the  fee  of  the  land^  it 
will  bind  him  and  his  heirs.  The  heir^  however^  will  not 
be  bounds  unless  he  claim  the  land  from  him  who  created  the 
estoppel;  and^  therefore^  if  the  heir  purchase  the  reversion 
himself^  or  if  it  devolve  upon  him  by  descent  from  another 
ancestor^  he  will  not  be  bound  (/?).  Nor  will  he  be  bounds 
unless  the  estoppel  would  have  operated  upon  the  inheritance 
in  the  hands  of  his  ancestor ;  and^  consequently^  if  tenant  for 
life  lease  for  years,  and  afterwards  purchase  the  reversion 
in  fee,  and  die  within  the  term,  his  heir  may  enter;  for,  a 
freehold  being  a  greater  estate  than  any  term  of  years,  the 
decease  of  the  tenant  for  life,  out  of  whose  estate  the  lessee's 
interest  arose,  is  the  regular  period  appointed  by  law  for  the 
determination  of  the  lease  (9). 

Privies  in  estate  are  also  bound.  Thus  if  A.  make  a  lease 
by  indenture  of  D.,  to  which  he  has  no  title,  and  afterwards, 
becoming  its  owner  in  fee,  dispose  of  it  to  B.,  the  latter  will  be 
estopped  from  disputing  the  lease  (r).  So,  if  a  mortgagor 
grant  a  lease,  and  after  performance  of  the  condition  in  the 
mortgage  make  a  feoffment  in  fee,  the  feofPee  will  hold  subject 
to  the  estoppel  {s).  So,  the  lessor's  assignees  may  take  advan- 
tage of  estoppels  (/),  even  though  he  become  bankrupt  (i«). 


(0)  See  1  Vent.  358 ;  and  Abbott's 
Argument  in  Blake  v.  Foster,  8  Term 
Rep.  490 ;  and  3  Bac.  Ab.  442,  which 
has  a  qucBre  on  the  point. 

(p)  W.  Jo.  460.  3  Com.  Dig.  275, 
Estoppel,  (C).  GoodtiUe  dem.  Faulk- 
ner V.  Morse,  3  Term  Rep.  371. 

(q)  Anon.  Mo.  20.  pi  69 ;  S.  C.  Dal. 
26.  pi  4.  Jenk.  Cent.  255,  case,  46. 
Rothweirs  case,  Hetl  91.  Co.  Lit. 
47,  b.  Treport's  case,  6  Co.  15,  a. 
Oilman  v.  Hoare,  1  Salk.  275.  And 
see  Ludford  v.  Barber,  1  Term  Rep. 
86.  Roe  dem.  Brudnell  v.  Roberts,  2 
Wils.  143.  Blake  r.  Foster,  8  Term 
Rep.  487.  Carvick  v,  Blagraye,  1 
Brod.  &  Bing.  531 ;  S.  C.  4  Mo.  303. 


(r)  Trevivian  v.  Lawrence,  Holt, 
282  ;  S.  C,  1  Salk.  276  ;  6  Mod.  256. 
Iseham  r.  Morrice,  Cro.  Car.  J09  ; 
S.  C,  nom.  Norris  v,  Isham,  Hetl.  81. 
Weale  v.  Lower,  PoUexf.  64.  Reres- 
bie's  case,  Clayt.  41.  Webb  v.  Austin, 
8  Scott'8N.R.419;  P.C.7  Man.  &  Gra. 
701;  LawJour.N.S.voll3,p.203,C.P. 

(s)  Edwards  v.  Omellhallum,  Bilarch, 
64.    Rawlyns's  case,  4  Co.  53. 

(t)  Palmer  v.  Ekins,  2  Ld.  Raym. 
1551  ;  S.  C.  2  Stra.  817  ;  1  Barnard. 
B.  R.  103;  11  Mod.  407.  Co.  Lit. 
352,  a.  Parker  v.  Manning,  7  Term 
Rep.  537.  Webb  v,  Austin,  sap.  See 
also  2  Taunt.  282. 

(u)  Parker  v.  Manning,  sup. 


Ch.  II.  ft.  II.]       WHO   MAY    BE    LESSORS  : — ESTOPPEL. 


59 


Privies  in  law^  as  the  lord  by  escheat^  tenant  by  the 
curtesy^  tenant  in  dower^  and  others  who  come  under  by  act 
in  law^  or  in  the  post,  are  also  bonnd  by^  and  competent  to 
take  advantage  of^  estoppels  {x).  But  if  one  joint  tenant  of 
land  take  a  lease  of  the  same  land^  by  indenture^  of  a  stranger, 
and  die^  the  snrviTor  is  not  bound  by  the  conclusion ;  be- 
cause he  claims  above  and  not  under  it  (y). 

On  the  other  hand,  the  lessee,  by  executing  the  lease  {z), 
and  parties  claiming  imder  him,  are  also  estopped  from  im- 
peaching or  disputing  his  landlord's  title  {a) ;  and  the  rule 
is  founded  in  good  sense,  pobcy,  and  justice ;  for  if  it  were 
otherwise,  the  tenant  might  enjoy  the  property  demised,  and 
afterwards  defeat  the  lessor  of  his  remedy  for  rent.  Thus, 
he  cannot  plead  that  there  was  no  demise  (&),  or  that  the 
lease  is  not  a  good  one,  for  instance,  because,  being  for  lives, 
it  could  not  be  granted  without  livery  of  seisin,  or  lease  and 
release,  or  bargain  and  sale ;  or,  being  a  lease  of  a  freehold, 
it  could  not  commence  in  future  (c).  Even  if  the  lease  to 
him  be  of  his  own  lands,  he  cannot  during  the  continuance 
of  the  term  dispute  his  lessor's  right  to  demise  (d).  And  in 
a  late  case  (e),  a  lessee  of  lands  within  the  Bedford  Level  was 
estopped  from  pleading,  to  an  action  of  covenant  for  not 
repairing,  that  the  lease  was  void  for  default  of  registration 
under  15  Car.  2  (/),  the  object  of  the  Act  being  to  take  away 
the  priority  of  the  party  whose  title  was  not  registered,  with 


(x)  Co.  Lit.  352,  a.  b.  Weale  v. 
Lower,  PoUexf.  64.  Palmer  v.  Ekins, 
2  Ld.  Raym.  1551 ;  S.  C.  2  Stra.  817  ; 
1  Barnard.  B.  R.  103.  Trevivian  v. 
Lawrence,  1  Salk.  276. 
{y)  Co.  Lit.  185,  a. 
(r)  Hill  V.  Saunders,  in  error,  4 
Bam.  &  Crea.  534.  Wood  v.  Day,  1 
J.  B.  Mo.  389.  Beckett  v.  Bradley 
8  Scott'8  N.  R.  843. 

(a)  Wiim  V.  White,  2  W.  Blac.  842. 
Attorney-Genera]  v»  Lord  Hotham,  1 
Turn.  &  Rubs.  209.  219  ;  S.  C,  on  ap- 
pcail,  3  Ross.  415.  Webb  r.  Austin,  sup. 


(h)  Anon.  1  Leon.  156.  Com.  Dig. 
Estoppel,  (A.  2.)    Co.  Lit.  47,  b. 

(c)  Monroe  v.  Lord  Kerry,  1  Bro. 
P.  C.  384  ;  S.  C,  Toml.  ed.,  vol.  1, 
p.  67 ;  Jour,  vol  19,  p.  264. 

(d)  James  v.  Laudon,  Cro.  Eliz.  36 ; 
S.  C.  Mo.  81 ;  4  Co.  54,  a.  See  also 
Sutton's  case,  Cro.  Eliz.  140  ;  S.  C. 
Ow.  96  ;  S.  C,  nom.  Sutton  v.  Hollo- 
way,  1  Leon.  206  ;  S.  C,  nom.  Sutton 
V.  Dixons,  Say.  98. 

(e)  Hodson  v.  Sharpe,  10  East,  850. 
(/)  15  Car.  2.  c.  17.8.8. 
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respect  to  subsequent  claimauts  whose  titles  were  registered; 
but  not  to  operate  between  the  parties  themselves,  so  as  to 
enable  a  lessee  who  had  enjoyed  under  it  to  dispute  the  lease* 

So,  if  an  underlease,  executed  by  the  underlessee,  contain  a 
covenant  by  him  to  pay  the  rent  reserved  by  the  original 
indenture  of  lease ;  or  if  the  original  lease  be  recited  in  the 
underlease ;  in  either  case  the  Court  will  estop  him  from 
denying  the  existence  of  such  lease  {g). 

InUke  manner,  the  assignee  of  a  lease  is  concluded  by  the 
deed  which  estops  his  assignor  (A).  But  where  a  party,  plain- 
tiff in  replevin,  had  obtained  possession  of  certain  premises 
from  one  who  had  paid  rent  under  distress  by  the  defendant, 
it  was  held  that,  after  proof  of  this  fact,  the  plaintiff  was 
estopped  to  dispute  the  defendant's  title  to  the  rent,  notwith- 
standing the  defendant  inadvertently  put  in  evidence  a  docu- 
ment which  showed  that  the  plaintiff's  predecessor  occupied 
under  a  lease  to  which  the  defendant  was  in  lai^  a  stranger, 
the  legal  estate  in  the  premises  having  been  vested  in  a  trustee 
for  the  lessor  at  the  time  of  the  demise  (t).  So,  where  a  strip 
of  land  was  claimed  by  A.  and  B.  adversely  to  each  other,  and 
B.  obtained  possession  by  purchase  from  the  party  to  whom 
it  had  been  leased  by  A.,  it  was  held  that  he  had  placed  him- 
self in  the  situation  of  an  assignee  of  the  lease,  and  was 
estopped  from  disputing  A/s  title  (k). 

But  although  a  lessee  may  maintain  an  action  of  covenant 
against  his  lessor  on  a  lease  by  estoppel  (/),  the  same  privi- 
lege does  not  extend  to  his  assignee  {m). 

So,  although  a  tenant  is  precluded  from  disputing  Ids 
landlord's  title,  he  is  not  estopped  by  the  <}escription  of  the 


(g)  Atkinson  v.  Coatswortfa,  8  Mod. 

33  ;  S.  C.  1  Stpa.  512.    Jewell  v, , 

1  Kol.  408.  Nash  v.  Tomer,  1  Esp. 
217.  Lainson  v.  Tremeere,  1  AdoL  & 
£U.  792;  S.  C.  3  Nev.  &  Man. 
603. 

(h)  Taylor  v.  Needham,  2  Taunt. 
278.  Johnson  v.  Mason,  1  Esp.  89. 
Warborton  v.  Ivie,  Jones,  Ir.  Ezch. 
313. 


(t)  Cooper  V,  Blandy,  1  Bing.  N.  C. 
45 ;  S.  C.  4  Mo.  &  Sc  562.  And  see 
Fleming  v.Gooding,10  Bing. 549;  S.C. 
4  Mo.  Si  Sc.  455. 

(it)  Doe  dem.  Bullen  v.  Mills,  2  AdoL 
&  EIL  17;  S.  C.  4  Nev.  &  Man.  25. 

(0  Style  V.  Hearing,  Cro.  Jac.  73. 

(m)  Noke  v.  Awder,  or  Awder  v. 
Nokcs,  Cro.  Eliz  373.  436  ;  S.  C.  Mo. 
419  ;  cited  2  Ld.  Raym.  1552. 
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premiBes  in  the  lease  from  showing  their  real  nature ;  and^ 
therefore,  where  a  lessee  covenanted  to  pay  5/.  an  acre  for 
every  acre  of  meadow  he  should  plough  up  during  the  lease, 
it  was  held,  that  he  might  plead  that  two  pieces  of  land 
demised  to  him,  and  in  the  indenture  called  Laine^s  meadow, 
had  for  sixty  years  past  been  arable  land,  and  by  times 
ploughed  up  and  sowed  as  the  tenants  thereof  thought  proper; 
for  the  intention  was  only  to  covenant  against  the  ploughing 
up  of  real  meadow ;  and  the  court  said,  that  everybody  knew 
that  in  deeds  of  this  nature  the  parcels  were  very  often  taken 
from  former  deeds,  without  regard  to  every  alteration  of  the 
nature  of  the  land ;  that  it  would  be  the  hardest  case  in  the 
world,  if  the  land  had  been  arable  at  one  time,  and  laid  down 
at  another,  that  the  tenant  should  be  concluded  by  calling  it 
by  either  of  those  descriptions ;  and  that  it  would  be  carrying 
estoppels  too  Jbr  to  extend  them  to  this  case  (n). 

Nor  is  he  estopped  from  showing  that  the  lessor's  title  is 
expired,  or  otherwise  determined :  if  a  different  rule  pre- 
vailed, he  might  be  called  upon  to  pay  his  rent  twice  over  (o). 
Therefore,  where  in  1784,  a  tenant  for  life,  who  had  a  power 
to  lease  for  twenty-one  years,  leased  for  fifty-three  years  to 
the  defendant,  who,  in  1818,  nine  years  after  the  death  of  the 
tenant  for  life,  underlet  to  the  plaintiff,  and,  ten  years  after 
the  death  of  the  tenant  for  life,  the  remainder-man,  having 
given  to  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  notice  to  quit,  granted 
to  the  plaintiff  a  new  lease,  and  received  the  rent  thereon  for 
six  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  defendant,  who  had 
acquiesced  in  the  transaction  during  the  interval,  distrained 
on  the  plaintiff  for  six  years'  rent,  it  was  held,  that,  after 
this  acquiescence,  the  plaintiff  might  in  an  action  of  reple- 
vin plead  non  tenuit  to  the  defendant's  avowry  under  the 
lease  which  the  plaintiff  accepted  from  him  in  1813  {p).    So, 

(»)  Sldpwifli «.  Green,  1  Sim.  610;  England   dem.   Sybnin   «.  Slade,  4 

&  C.  a  Mod.  311 ;  11  Mod.  388.    And  Terra  Bap.  682.    Doe  dem.  Jackson 

me  Biidi «.  Stephenson,  3  Taont  469.  v.  Bamsbotbain,  3  Man.  &  Selw.  516. 

(o)  Fenner  v.  Dnplock,  2  Bing.  10 ;  Bmdnell  v.  Roberts,  2  Wils.  143. 

S.  C  9  Mo.  38.    Alchonie  v.  Gonune,  (  p)  Neave  v.  Moss,  1  Bing.  360 ; 

2  Bing.  54.  60  ;  S.  C.  9  Mo.   130.  S.  C.  8  Mo.  389. 
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where  a  lease  was  made  by  a  husband  and  wife  seised  in 
right  of  the  wife^  for  her  life^  it  was  held  that  the  lessee 
might  show  the  determination  of  the  lease  by  the  decease 
of  the  wife  (g)  ;  and^  where  made  by  a  disseisor^  that  he 
might  plead  its  determination  by  the  re-entry  of  the  dis* 
6eisee(r).  So^  where  A.  demised  to  B.  the  herbage  of  Us 
own  land,  B.  was  not  estopped  from  saying  that  A.  had 
nothing  in  the  land,  because  the  lease  was  not  of  the 
land(«). 

So,  if  it  appear  on  the  face  of  the  declaration  that 
the  lease  is  void,  being  made,  for  example,  by  an  attorney 
in  his  own,  instead  of  his  principal's  name,  there  cannot 
be  an  estoppel  against  the  lessee  {t).  And,  upon  the  same 
principle,  where  a  declaration  in  covenant  for  rent  in  arrear 
showed  that  a  tenant  for  life  and  the  rerersioner  in  fee, 
then  an  infant,  joined  as  parties  in  a  lease,  which  at  the 
time  was  executed  by  the  tenant  for  life  only,  and,  after  his 
decease,  by  the  reversioner,  who  had  then  attained  his  majo* 
rity,  the  court,  in  answer  to  an  argument  that  the  defendant 
was  estopped  by  his  indenture  from  pleading  the  determina- 
tion of  the  lease  by  the  death  of  the  tenant  for  life,  resolved 
that  they  could  not  go  on  the  doctrine  of  estoppel,  because  it 
was  admitted  by  the  plaintiff's  pleadings  that  the  plaintiff  did 
not  execute  the  deed  till  two  years  after  the  death  of  the  tenant 
for  life,  upon  whose  decease  the  lease  was  totally  void ;  and 
that  the  subsequent  execution  by  the  reversioner  could  not 
set  up  such  a  lease,  nor  revive  the  covenant  against  the 
lessee  {u). 

Nor  will  an  estoppel  by  indenture  bar  the  lessee  beyond 
the  duration  of  the  interest  derived  by  him  under  the  lease. 
Therefore,  if  a  man  take  a  lease  for  years,  by  deed  in- 
dented, of  his  own  land,  it  is  no  conclusion  beyond  the 

(q)  Blake  v,  Foster,  8  Term  Rep.  (0  FrontiB  v.  Small,  2  Ld.  Raym. 

487.     HiU  «.   Saunders,  in  error,  4  1418;    S.  C.  2  Stra.  705;   but  the 

Bam.  &  Ores.  529.    Bradnc^  v.  Ro-  point  not  noticed.    And  see  Wilks  v. 

berts,  2  Wils.  143.  Back,  2  East,  142. 

(r)  Hilman  v,  H<we,  Carth.  248.  (u)  Ludford    r.   Barber,    1    Term 

(«)  Co.  Lit  47,  b.     3  Com.  Dig.  278.  Rep.  86. 
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tenn^  at  the  end  of  which  the  lessor  (^)  may  enter  or 
occupy  the  land ;  (or,  by  the  determination  of  the  term^ 
the  estoppel  is  also  determined  (y) ;  though  it  is  difficulty 
if  not  impossible,  to  reconcile  Pleadall's  case  (z)  with  this 
position.  There,  a  lease  was  made  to  father  and  son  for  eighty 
years,  and  afterwards  the  Hather  let  the  land  to  the  son  for 
fifty  years,  by  indenture,  upon  condition  that  if  the  father 
paid  20/.  at  such  a  day,  &c.,  the  lease  should  be  void,  as  if 
it  were  never  made.  The  condition  was  performed;  the 
&ther  entered,  and  devised  the  land  to  two  others  of  his  sons, 
and  died ;  they  entered  upon  the  son  who  took  the  lease,  and 
he  re-ousted  them,  and  they  brought  an  ejectment.  The 
opinion  of  the  justices  was,  that  the  son  who  took  the  lease 
was  estopped  to  claim  any  other  estate  than  for  fifty  years, 
and  that  the  estoppel  continued  after  the  fifty  years  expired ; 
and  thereupon  the  grand  jury  found  for  the  plaintiffs,  and 
they  recovered  their  term  and  damages. 

But  if  a  party  take  an  inteirest  in  his  own  lands  firom  a 
stranger  by  a  matter  of  record,  and  not  a  mere  indenture,  it 
appears  that  the  fee  will  be  bound,  and  the  taker  estopped 
for  ever  (a). 

A  plea  which  amounts  to  a  special  nil  habuit  in  tenementis 
is  no  more  admissible  on  the  part  of  a  lessee  by  indenture, 
than  a  general  nil  habnU,  ^c. ;  as  if  he  plead,  that  the  lessor 
previously  to  the  lease  conveyed  his  fee-simple  to  a  stranger  (6), 
or  had  only  an  equitable  estate  in  the  premises  {c) ;  because, 
if  such  w&ce  the  case,  the  plaintifT,  in  the  one  case,  could  have 
nothing  in  the  premises  when  he  made  the  lease ;  and,  in  the 
other,  no  interest  of  which  a  Court  of  Law  could  take  cogni- 
sance ;  nor  can  he,  on  a  plea  of  nil  debet ,  give  in  evidence, 

(x)  So  in    Coke's   report,    qiuere,  S.  C.  cited,  Cro.  Eliz.  36. 

lesteef  (a)  James  v.  Landon,sap.  Pleadall's 

(y)  4  Co.  54,  a.    James  v.  LandoD,  case,  sup.    Sutton's  case,  Cro.  Eliz. 

Cro.  Eliz.    36  ;    S.  C,  nom.  James  140. 

case,  Mo.  181 ;  S.  C,  nom.  London  v.  (b)  Palmer  v,  Ekins,  3  Ld.  Raym. 

James,  1  And.  128;  cited,  W.Jo.  459;  1551 ;  S.  C.  2  Stra.  817  ;  1  Barnard. 

Lit.   372.     Co.  Lit.  47,  b.  48,  a.     3  B.  R.  103. 

Bac  Ab.  443.  (c)  BlaJce  v.  Foster,  8  Term  Rep. 

(z)  Pleadftll's  case,   2  Leon.    159  ;  487. 
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that  the  plaintiff  had  nothing  in  the  tenements  {d).  But  if 
nil  habuit  in  tenementis  be  pleaded  to  an  action  of  debt  for 
rent  on  an  indenture,  the  plaintiff  is  not  under  the  neces- 
sity of  replying  the  estoppel ;  but  may  demur  generally  {e) ; 
because  the  declaration  is  on  the  indenture^  and  the  estoppel 
appears  on  the  record ;  it  is  otherwise  if  he  declare  quod  cum 
dimisisset  (/).  Nor  does  such  demurrer  amount  to  a  confes- 
sion that  the  plaintiff  had  nothing  in  the  lands ; .  for  what  is 
ill  pleaded  a  demurrer  does  not  confess  {g).  If  the  plaintiff 
will  neither  reply  on  the  estoppel,  nor  demur,  but  reply 
habuit,  ^c.y  he  waives  the  estoppel^  and  leaves  it  at  large, 
and  the  jury  may  find  the  truth  notwithstanding  his 
indenture  (A). 

On  this  last  point,  whether  a  jury  is  bound  by  the  estoppel ; 
in  other  words,  whether  they  are  precluded  from  finding  by 
their  verdict  the  fact  of  the  lessor  having  no  interest  in  the 
premises^  the  early  cases  show  that  much  doubt  prevailed  (i); 
but  the  better  opinion  appears  to  be  that  they  are  not  pre- 
cluded (k).  Estoppels,  says  Lord  Coke  (2),  which  bind  the 
interest  of  the  land,  as  the  taking  of  a  lease  of  a  man's  own 
land  by  deed  indented,  and  the  like^  being  specially  found  by 
the  jury,  the  court  ought  to  judge  according  to  the  sperial 
matter ;  for  albeit  estoppels  regularly  must  be  pleaded  and 
relied  upon  by  an  apt  conclusion,  and  the  jury  is  sworn  ad 
veriiatem  dicendam,  yet  when  they  find  veriiaiem  faeti  they 


(d!)  TreTiTian  v.  Lawrence,  1  Salk. 
277  ;  S.  C.  3  Salk.  151 ;  Holt,  282 ;  6 
Mod.  256. 

(e)  Kemp  v.  Goodal,  1  Salk.  277. 
Palmer  v.  Ekms,  2  Stra.  817  ;  S.  C. 
Barnard.  K.  B.  103;  2  Ld.  Baym. 
1553. 

(/)  Kemp  V.  Groodaiy  sap. 

(g)  Palmer  v.  Ekins,  sap. 

(A)  Treviyian  o.  Lawrence,  1  Salk. 
277 ;  S.  C.  3  Salk.  151 ;  Holt,  282 ;  6 
Mod.  256;  2  Ld.  Baym.  1036.  1048. 
Com.  Dig.  Estoppel,  (C). 

(t)  James  v.  Landon,  Oo.  Eliz.  36; 


S.  C,  nom.  James  case.  Mo.  181 ; 
S.  C,  nom.  London  v,  Jamei^  1  And. 
128 ;  cited,  W.  Jo.  459 ;  Lit.  372. 
Satton*8  case,  Cro.  Eliz.  140  ;  S.  C. 
Ow.  96 ;  &  C,  nom.  Sutton  v.  HoUo- 
way,  1  Leon.  206  ;  S.  C,  nom.  Sutton 
V,  Dicons,  Say.  98.  Bawlyns^s  case^  4 
Co.  53,  a.  b.  Pleadall^B  case.  Mo.  96 ; 
cited,  Cro.  Eliz.  86.  Isehamv.Morrioe, 
Cro.  Car.  109 ;  S.  C,  nom.  Nozris  v. 
Isham,  Hetl.  82 ;  cited.  Cart  155. 
Jenk.  Cent  254,  case,  46. 

(h)  n)id. 

(0  Co.  Lit  227,  a. 
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pursue  well  their  oath^  and  the  Court  ought  to  adjudge 
according  to  law. 
An  estoppel  against  an  estoppel  sets  the  matter  at  large  (m) . 


III. — Tenant  in  Fee-simple, 

It  is  a  general^  but  not  a  universal  rule  {n),  that  leases  may 
be  made  for  any  term  short  of  the  estate  of  the  lessor  (o).  A 
person  seised  of  a  fee-simple  may^  therefore^  in  general^  make 
leases  for  any  term  or  number  of  years  without  limit  or 
restraint,  which  will  be  binding  on  his  heirs,  and  all  others 
claiming  under  him  (p).  Anciently,  as  we  have  already  had 
occasion  to  remark  (9),  a  lease  could  not  have  been  made  to 
endure  for  above  forty  years;  the  law,  however,  appears  to 
have  become  soon  antiquated  (r). 


IV. — Tenant  in  Tail, 

Leases  by  t^iant  in  tail,  depending  on  the  peculiar  quali- 
ties of  the  ownership  of  the  lessor,  and  being  regulated  in 
a  great  degree  by  the  provisions  of  legislative  enactment, 
require  a  more  lengthened  notice. 

At  common  law,  an  estate  tail,  though  capable  of  being 
converted  into  a  fee-simple,  conferred  on  the  owner  rights 
and  privileges  scarcely  greater  than  those  exercisable  by  a 
mere  tenant  for  life.  His  alienation  in  fee  by  an  innocent 
conveyance,  such  as  lease  and  release,  bargain  and  sale  en- 
rolled, or  covenant  to  stand  seised,  was  voidable  on  his  de- 
cease by  the  entry  of  the  issue  claiming  under  the  entail,  or 
by  the  reversioner  or  remainder-man  («) .     His  leases  for  years 

(«)  Com.  Dig.  Estoppel,  (E.  9.).  {q)  Introductory  remarks,  ante,  p.  2. 

(»)  See  as  to  leasee  by  corporations,  (r)  2  Bla.  Com.  142. 

ecdesiaatiGal  and  civil,  pos^  Sect  lY.  («)  MaeheQ  v,  Clarke,  2  Ld.  Raym. 

of  this  Chapter.  778  ;  S.  C,  nom.  Matchel  v.  Clerk,  1 1 

(o)  As  to  the  necessity  for  a  rever-  Mod.  19 ;  S.  C,  nom.  Machil  v.  Clerk, 

sion  being  left  in  the  lessor,  see  ante,  or    Clark,  Holt,  615;    2   Salk.   619. 

p.  9.  Seymor's  case,  1 0  Co.  dby  b. 

(p)  Com.  Dig.  Estates,  (G.  2.). 

VOL.  I.  ¥ 
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were  not  of  a  more  permanent  nature  {t),  the  interest  they 
conferred  being  in  like  maimer  determinable  by  the  succeed- 
ing tenant  in  tail^  or  remainder-man^  or  reversioner.  Equity 
had  no  power  to  compel  the  issue^  though  in  ihe  enjoyment 
of  large  assets^  both  real  and  personal^  to  confirm  his  ances- 
tor's lease.  He  might  at  his  pleaisure  assume  the  possession ; 
and  say^  ''it  is  my  absolute  will  as  owner  of  this  estate  to 
defeat  the  leases:  the  satisfSsu^tion  of  the  lessees  must  be 
measured  by  damages;  but  I  choose  to  enter  into  posses- 
sion *'  (tt). 

The  serious  inconyeniences  to  which  lessees  were  exposed 
from  their  lessors  being  secretly  tenants  in  tail  at  length 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  legislature^  and  a  remedy,  an 
insufficient  one  indeed,  was  provided  by  the  statute  32  Hen.  8. 
c.  28,  commonly  called  the  enabling  statute,  and  entitled, 
''Lessees  to  enjoy  the  farm  against  the  tenants  in  tail/' 
After  reciting  that  "where  great  numbers  of  the  king's  sub- 
jects have  heretofore  taken  leases  of  lands,  tenements,  and 
other  hereditaments,  for  term  of  years,  and  divers  of  them 
for  term  of  lives,  and  have  given  and  paid  great  fines  and 
great  sums  for  the  same,  and  also  have  been  at  great  costs 
and  charges  as  well  in  and  about  great  reparations  and  build- 
ings upon  their  said  ferms,  as  otherwise  concerning  their  said 
ferms ;  yet  notwithstanding  the  said  fermors,  after  the  death 
or  resignations  of  their  lessors,  have  been  and  be  daily  with 
great  cruelty  expulsed  and  put  out  of  their  said  ferms  and 
takings  by  the  heirs  or  successors  of  their  said  lessors,  or  by 
such  persons  as  have  interest  therein  after  the  deaths  or  re- 
signations  of  their  said  lessors,  by  reason  of  privy  gifts  of 
intail,  or  for  that  the  lessors  had  nothing  in  the  lands  tene- 
ments or  other  hereditaments  so  let  at  the  time  of  the  leases 
thereof  made  but  only  in  the  right  of  their  wives,  or  such 
other  like  cause,  to  the  great  impoverishment  and  in  matter 


(0  Ex  parte  Smyth,  1  Swanst  356.  («)  Lady  Cavan  v.  Pnltenej,  £ari 

1   Dy.  51,  b.  pL  (17).    7   Co.  9,  a.  of  Darlington  v.  Pulteney,  2  Yea.  jnn. 

Case  of  the  Queensbnry  leases,  I  Bli.  562  ;  S.  C.  3  Yes.  384. 
P.  C.  458. 
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utter  undoing  of  the  said  feimors  /'  it  was  enacted,  that,  for 
Tefanhation  thereof  all  leases  thereafter  to  be  made  of  any 
manors,  lands,  tenements,  or  other  hereditaments,  by  writing 
indented  under  seal,  for  term  of  years,  or  term  of  life,  by  any 
person  or  persons  being  of  full  age  of  twenty-one  years,  haying 
any  estate  of  inheritance  either  in  fee-simple  or  in  fee-tail,  in 
their  own  right,  or  in  the  right  of  their  churdies  or  wives,  or 
jointly  with  their  wives,  of  any  estate  of  inheritance  made 
before  the  coverture  or  after,  should  be  good  and  effectual  in 
the  law  against  the  lessors,  their  wives,  heirs,  and  successors, 
and  every  of  them,  according  to  such  estate  as  should  be 
comprised  and  specified  in  every  such  indenture  of  lease,  in 
like  manner  and  form  as  the  same  should  have  been  if  the 
lessors  thereof,  aud  every  of  them,  at  the  time  of  the  making 
of  such  leases,  had  been  lawfully  seised  of  the  same  lands, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments,  comprised  in  such  indenture, 
of  a  good,  perfect,  and  pure  estate  of  fee-simple  thereof  to 
tiieir  own  only  uses. 

It  was  provided,  however,  that  the  act  should  not  extend 
to  any  leases  to  be  made  of  any  manors,  lands,  tenements, 
or  hereditaments,  being  in  the  hands  of  any  fermor  or 
fermor&by  virtue  of  any  old  lease,  unless  the  same  old  lease 
should  be  expired,  surrendered,  or  ended,  within  one  year  next 
after  the  making  of  the  said  new  lease ;  nor  should  extend  to 
any  grant  to  be  made  of  any  reversion  of  any  manors,  lands, 
tenements,  or  hereditaments,  which  had  not  most  commonly 
been  let  to  ferm,  or  occupied  by  the  fermors  thereof,  by  the 
space  of  twenty-one  years  next  before  such  lease  thereof 
made ;  nor  to  any  lease  to  be  made  without  impeachment  of 
waste;  nor  to  any  lease  to  be  made  above  the  number  of 
twenty-one  years  or  three  lives  at  the  most  firom  the  day  of 
making  thereof;  and  that  upon  every  such  lease  there  should 
be  reserved  yearly  during  the  same  lease,  due  and  payable  to 
the  lessors,  their  heirs  and  successors,  to  whom  the  same  lands 
should  have  come  after  the  deaths  of  the  lessors,  if  no  such 
lease  had  been  thereof  made,  and  to  whom  the  reversion 
thereof  should  appertain,   according  to  their  estates  and 
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interests^  so  much  yearly  ferm  or  rent^  or  more^  as  had  been 
most  accustomably  yielden  or  paid  for  the  manors^  lands^ 
tenements^  or  hereditaments^  so  to  be  let^  within  twenty  years 
next  before  such  lease  thereof  made ;  and  that  every  such 
person  and  persons  to  whom  the  reyersion  of  such  manors^ 
lands^  tenements^  or  hereditaments^  so  to  be  let  should  apper- 
tain as  aforesaid^  after  the  deaths  of  such  lessors^  or  their 
heirs^  should  and  might  have  such  like  remedy  and  advantage 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  against  the  lessees  thereof^  their 
executors  and  assigns^  as  the  same  lessor  should  or  might 
have  had  against  the  same  lessees.  So  that  if  the  lessor  were 
seised  of  any  special  estate  tail  of  the  same  hereditaments 
at  the  time  of  such  lease^  the  issue  or  heir  of  that  special 
estate  should  have  the  reversion^  rents,  and  services^  reserved 
upon  such  lease  after  the  death  of  the  said  lessor^  as  the  lessor 
himself  might  or  ought  to  have  had  if  he  had  lived  (x). 

The  restrictions  under  which  tenants  in  tail  are  by  this 
statute  enabled  to  lease  have  been  virtually,  though  not  ex- 
pressly, relaxed  by  the  late  act  for  the  abolition  of  fines 
and  recoveries,  and  for  the  substitution  of  more  simple  modes 
of  assurance  (y).  But,  as  the  enactment  of  Henry  the  8th 
is  still  in  fuU  force  with  regard  to  existing  leases  made  by 
tenants  in  tail  under  its  authority,  and  may  also  operate  upon 
such  demises  as  are  not  sanctioned  by  the  statute  of  William 
the  4th,  it  is  of  great  importance  that  its  provisions  be 
understood;  for  which  purpose  it  is  intended  in  this  place  to 
enter  into  a  detailed  examination  of  its  construction.  And, 
as  some  of  the  requisites  prescribed  by  it  extend  alike  to 
leases  granted  by  tenants  in  tail,  by  ecclesiastical  corporations, 
and  by  husbands  and  wives  seised  in  right  of  their  wives,  it 


(x)  Soon  after  the  great  fire  of  Lon- 
don, all  persons  aeased  of  or  interested 
in  any  house  or  houses  burnt  or  de- 
stroyed by  reason  of  the  said  fire,  in 
tail,  for  life  or  lives,  or  years  deter- 
minable npon  life,  with  remainder  to 
their  heirs  or  issue  male  or  female,  or 
to  tiieir  first  or  other  son  or  sons, 
daughter  or  daughters,  in  tail,  or  other 
like  estate,  were  empowered  by  22 


Gar.  2.  c.  1 1.  s.  79,  by  indenture  under 
their  respectiye  hands  and  seals,  to 
demise  the  ground  or  soil  of  such 
burned  or  demolished  houses,  without 
any  fine  or  fines,  and  at  the  most  im- 
proved annual  rent,  to  any  person  or 
persons  that  would  rebuild  thereon, 
for  any  term  of  years  not  exceeding 
fifty  ydars. 

(y)  8  &  4  W.  4.  c.  74. 
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is  proposed^  with  a  view  to  prevent  repetition^  to  notice  sucli  of 
them  as  affect  indiscriminately^  or  illustrate  the  law  connected 
with,  these  several  classes  of  lessors,  reserving  for  separate 
consideration  the  particular  clauses  exclusively  applicable  to 
the  various  persons  subject  to  its  operation. 

Whether  it  was  the  intention  of  Parliament  to  secure  the 
enjoyment  of  the  lessee  against  the  eviction  as  well  of  the 
reversioner  or  remainder-man,  as  of  the  issue  in  tail,  after  the 
lessor's  decease,  cannot  at  this  distance  of  time  be  ascertained. 
The  words  in  the  act  appear  to  be  sufficiently  comprehensive 
for  the  purpose ;  and  within  a  twelvemonth  after  it  was  passed 
the  question  was  agitated,  and  apparently  decided  in  favor 
of  the  lessee  (z);  but  the  right  of  the  reversioner  and  remain- 
der-man to  eject  the  lessee  of  the  tenant  in  tail,  on  the  decease 
of  the  latter  without  issue  inheritable  to  the  estate  tail,  has 
since  been  incontrovertibly  established  (a),  on  the  ground 
that  as  the  interest  is  derived  from  the  estate  tail,  it  can 
endure  no  longer  than  the  continuance  of  the  principal 
estate  (A). 

In  modern  practice,  however,  by  means  of  powers  of  leasing, 
to  which  attention  will  be  given  in  a  future  part  of  this 
work  (c),  the  imperfect  operation  of  the  act  in  this  particular 
has  found  an  adequate  remedy,  independently  of  the  statute, 
3  &  4  W.  4,  c.  74. 

To  avail  himself  of  the  enabling  act  of  32  Hen.  8,  the  lessor 
must  be  seised  of  a  vested  estate  tail;  for  if  a  gift  be  made  to 
a  husband  and  wife,  and  the  heirs  of  the  body  of  the  survivor, 
a  lease  made  pending  the  contingency  of  survivorship  will  not 
bind  the  issue  (d) .  And  it  appears  that  neither  a  tenant  in  tail 
after  possibility  of  issue  extinct,  whose  estate  for  most  pur- 
poses corresponds  with  that  of  a  mere  tenant  for  life  (e),  nor  a 

(s)  Earl  of  Bridgewater's  ctwe,  Dy.  (6)  8  Co.  34,  a.    Bftyley  v,  War- 

48,  b.  burton,  sup. 

(a)  8  Co.  34,  A.     Windham's  case,  (c)  Post,  as  to  leases  hy  donee  of 

No7,G.    Woodroff  V.  Green vood^Noy,  power. 

56.    B.  N.  C.  pL  370.    Reeye  v.  Cox,  (d)  Lampet*s  case,  10  Co.  51,  a. 

Noj,  66.     Dy.  48,b.n.    Keen  v.  Cope,  Co.  Lit.  26,  a.     But  see  8  &  9  Vict 

Cro.  Eliz.  602.     Co.  Lit  44,  a.  45,  b.  c.  106.  s.  6,  ante,  p.  49. 

Bayley  v,  Warborton,  Com.  494.  (e)  Bowles'scase,  11  Co.  79,b.  80, a.. 
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widow  tenant  in  tail  tx  provisione  viri  (f)y  is  within  its  scope. 
But  the  circumstance  of  the  reversion  being  in  the  Crown 
will  not  prevent  a  tenant  in  tail  firom  leasing  by  virtue  of 
the  act  (^). 

The  lease  must  abo  be  made  hj  indenture  under  seal  by 
a  party  of  full  age.  A  parol  lease  {h)y  or  lease  by  deed  poll, 
will  not  answer  the  purpose  (t).  But  it  was  said  by  Sir  H. 
O  willim,  that  the  mere  defect  of  the  form  of  indenting  the  deed 
would  not  affect  its  validity,  for  it  might  even  be  done  in 
court ;  and  that  such  a  trifling  omission  would  not  furnish  a 
ground  for  exception  (k). 

It  is  laid  down  by  Lord  Coke  {I),  that  the  lease  must  be  oS 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  manurable  or  corporeal, 
which  are  necessary  to  be  letten,  and  whereout  a  rent  by  law 
may  be  reserved,  and  not  of  things  that  lie  in  grant,  as  ad- 
vowsons,  fiairs,  markets,  franchises,  and  the  like,  whereout  a 
rent  cannot  be  reserved. 

It  appears,  however,  that  tithes,  though  incorporeal,  might 
be  demised  for  years  within  the  act;  for,  notwithstanding 
Lord  Coke's  authority  to  the  contrary  (m),  little  doubt  is 
entertained  of  the  validity,  at  common  law,  of  a  reservation  of 
rent  on  a  lease  for  years  by  ecclesiastical  persons  of  their 
tithes  (ft).  The  rent  ran  with  the  reversion  in  favor  of  the 
successor,  and  was  recoverable  by  an  action  of  debt  from  an 


S.  C,  nom.  Bowles  v.  Berrie,  1  RoL 
177.    Co.  Lit  28,  a. 

(/)  Crocker,  or  Groker,  v.  Kelsey, 
Cro.  Jae.  688;  S.  C.  W.  Jo.  60;  Hutt 
84 ;  J.  Bridgm.  27 ;  2  RoL  490.  498; 
Bendl  143.  Bettison  v.  Elways,  Skin. 
31.  86;  a  C.  2  Show.  193.  Waters  v, 
Ramfley,  3  Keb.  333. 

(g)  O.  Bridgm.  by  Bann.  106. 

(h)  All  leases  required  by  law  to  be 
in  writing,  of  any  tenements  or  heradi- 
tamentB)  mnst  now  be  made  by  deed. 
See  8  &  &  Vict  e.  106.  &  3.  See  far- 
ther on  this  sabjeet,  post,  Part  V. 
Chap.  I. 

(i)  Co.  Lit  44,  a.  The  late  act  of 
3  &  4  W.  4.  c.  74,  to  be  noticed  here- 


aflter,  only  reqoires  a  deed,  not  an  m- 
dentwre. 

{h)  4  Bac  Ab.  7th  Ed.  Lease8,(R)2. 
n.  (a),  p.  687.  Bat  see  Co.  Lit  I4^b. 
229f  a.  Stile's  case,  5  Ca  20>b.;  &C., 
nomi.  Frunpton  v.  Stiles^  Cro.  Eliz.  472. 

(0  Co.  Lit  44,  b.  47,  a.  142,  a. 
And  see  Jewel's  case,  5  Co.  S,  a.  SaaA 
V.  Bowles,  2  RoL  Ab.  451.  (O). 

(m)  Co.  Lit  47,  a. 

(n)  Talentine  v.  Denton,  Cro.  Jac. 
111.  112;  S.  a  Ho.  778;  dted,  T. 
Raym.  167.  Rickman  v.  Gartii,  Cro. 
Jac  173.  Dobitofte  «.  Cnrteeoe,  Cro. 
Jac.  452-3.  Ensden  v.  Denny,  Pym. 
105.  See,  howerer,  the  preamble  of 
the  act,  5  Geo.  3.  c  17. 
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assignee  of  the  lease  (o).  And  lay  impropriators  derived 
under  the  statute,  32  Hen.  8.  c.  7  {p),  rights  of  ownership  over 
their  tithes  similar  to  those  exercisable  by  them  over  their  cor- 
poreal hereditaments.  Thus^  it  appears  that  spiritual  owners 
of  tithes,  at  common  law,  and,  after  the  statute  just  named, 
lay  tenants  in  tail  of  tithes,  or  husbands  seised  of  tithes  in  right 
of  their  wives,  or  jointly  with  their  wives,  could  lease  the 
same  for  years  so  as  to  bind  the  successor,  issue  in  tail,  or  sur- 
viving wife,  by  virtue  of  the  act,  32  Hen.  8.  c.  28.  Still,  as  an 
action  of  debt  was  not  maintainable  at  common  law  for  rent 
reserved  on  a  freehold  lease  during  its  continuance  (q),  the 
inability  of  the  persons  within  the  last  named  act  to  lease 
their  tithes  for  a  life  or  lives  continued,  until  removed,  as  to 
lay  persons,  by  a  statute  of  Queen  Anne  (r),  which  gave 
the  remedy  of  an  action  of  debt  for  arrears  of  rent  upon  free- 
hold demises;  and,  as  to  spiritual  persons,  by  the  act, 
5  Geo.  3.  c.  17  {s),  which  enacted,  that  all  leases  for  one,  two, 
or  three,  life  or  lives,  or  any  term  not  exceeding  21  years, 
then  already  granted,  or  which  should  thereafter  be  granted, 
of  any  tithes,  tolls,  or  other  incorporeal  hereditaments,  solely 
and  without  any  lands  or  corporeal  hereditaments,  by  any 
archbishop  or  bishop,  master  and  fellows,  or  other  head  and 
members,  of  colleges  or  halls,  deans  and  chapters,  precentors, 
prebendaries,  masters  and  guardians  of  hospitals,  and  every 
other  person  and  persons  who  were  enabled  by  the  several 
statutes  then  in  being,  or  any  of  them,  to  make  any  lease  or 
leases  for  one,  two,  or  three,  life  or  lives,  or  any  term  or  number 
of  years  not  exceeding  21  years,  of  any  corporeal  heredita- 
ments, should  be  as  good  and  effectual  against  the  persons 
granting  the  same,  and  their  successors,  as  any  leases  made 
or  to  be  made  by  them  of  any  corporeal  hereditaments  by 

(o)  Ibid.  l^pm«.GroTer,T.Raym.  (p)  32  Hen.  8.  c.  7.  s.  7,  confirmed 

18.    The  Dean  and  Chapt^  of  Wind-  and  enlarged  by  2  &  3  Ed.  6.  c.  13. 

•or  V.  Gover,  or  Gower,  2  Saimd.  302 ;  (q)  3  Bla.  Com.  232.    And  see  the 

S.  C.  T.  Baym.  194;  1  Vent  98;  1  cases  cited  ante. 

Ler,  308 ;  2  Keb.  688.  727.  787.  775.  (r)  8  Anne,  c.  14,  s.  4. 

Dalstonv.  Reeve,  1  Ld.Raym.77.  BaUy  («)  5  Geo.  3.  c.  17. 
V.  Wells,  3  WUs.  32;  S.  C.  Wihn.  341. 
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virtue  of  the  statute^  S2  Hen.  8.  c.  28^  or  any  otber  statute  then 
in  being;  provided  (t)  that  leases  should  not  be  granted  for 
larger  terms  than  were  allowed  by  the  local  statutes  of  the 
several  foundations.  And  the  act  empowered  {u)  the  lesson 
to  recover  by  an  action  of  debt  all  arrears  of  rent  on  leases 
made  or  to  be  made^  as  landlords  might  on  leases  for  years. 

Whether  advowsons^  fairs^  markets^  firanchises^  and  other 
incorporeal  hereditaments  of  the  like  nature^  are  demisable 
under  the  enabling  statute  of  Hen.  8th^  is  not  clear  {x).  In 
Jewel's  case  (y)  it  was  laid  down^  that  a  lease  by  a  bishop  of  a 
fair^  parcel  of  the  possessions  of  his  bishopric^  with  all  profits 
thereof^  (whether  for  life  or  lives^  or  for  years^  was  deemed 
immaterial;)  was  not  available  against  his  successor^  since 
neither  lessor  nor  successor  had  any  remedy  by  distress  or 
assize  for  the  rent  reserved.  But  the  case  of  Talentine  v. 
Denton  (z),  confirmed  by  much  later  decision  {a),  is  of  a  dif- 
ferent complexion. 

Leases  of  copyholds^  as  they  pass  by  surrender,  and  not  by 
indenture,  are  not  within  the  act  {b),  unless,  perhaps,  the 
demise  be  made  with  the  license  of  the  lord  (c). 

The  2nd  section  of  the  act  prohibits  its  application  to  re- 
versionary leases,  unless  the  old  lease  be  expired,  surrendered, 
or  ended,  within  one  year  next  after  the  making  of  the  new 
lease.  For  this  purpose,  a  surrender  in  law  is  sufficient  (</). 
The  act  does  not,  in  general,  admit  of  a  conditional  surren- 
der {e) ;  but  the  tenant  may  safely  retain  a  power  over  his  old 
estate  until  the  new  one  be  granted,  by  adopting  the  pre- 


(0  Sect  2. 

{u)  Sect  3. 

(x)  Chambers  on  Leases,  p.  248. 

(y)  Jewel's  case,  5  Co.  3,  a. 

(z)  Talentine  v.  Denton,  Cro.  Jac. 
111.  112;  S.  C.  Mo.  778;  cited,  T. 
Raym.  167.  And  see  The  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Windsor  v.  Gover,  .or 
Gower,  2  Saund.  304;  S.  C.  T.  Raym. 
194;  1  Lev.  308;  2  Keb.  688.  727.  737. 
775.     Anon.  1  Vent  98,  semb.  S.  C. 

(o)  BaUy  v.  WelU,  3  Wils.  26.  32  ; 
S.  C.  Wilm.  341. 


(b)  Rowden  v,  Malster,  Cro.  Car.  44. 
GUb.  Ten.  166.  ed.  1730.  Winter  v. 
Loreder,  Comb.  371.  And  see  Anon. 
1  Leon.  4. 

(c)  Gilb.  Ten.  167.  Watk.  Cop. 
voL  2,  p.  194.  n.  (g).  3rd  ed. 

(d)  Thompson,  or  Tomp8on,v.Tnif- 
ford,  Poph.  8;  S.  C.  2  Leon.  188. 
Plowd.  106.  And  see  Grombrell  v. 
Roper,  3  Bam.  &  Aid.  711. 

(e)  Ehner's  case,  5  Co.  2,  a.;  S.  C, 
nom.  Eihnor  v.  Geale,  Mo.  253. 
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caution  of  a  condition  to  avoid  the  surrender  on  the  lessor's 
refusal  or  omission  to  grant  the  latter  at  the  time  specified; 
because  whether  the  conditional  surrender  be  good  or  no^  on 
the  grant  of  the  new  lease^  the  surrender  becomes  absolute^ 
both  in  deed  and  in  law ;  the  lessee's  former  interest  is  ended 
without  the  necessity  of  any  further  act  on  his  part^  and  the 
terms  of  the  statute  are  complied  with  (/). 

Where  a  tenant  in  tail  made  a  lease  for  life  to  a  feme 
covert^  whose  husband  surrendered  it^  and  then  the  tenant  in 
tail  made  a  lease  for  three  lives^  and  died,  and  the  wife  after 
the  decease  of  her  husband  entered,  and  died,  the  court  held 
that  the  issue  could  not  avoid  the  lease  for  three  lives  (g). 

The  lands  must  also  have  been  most  commonly  letten  to  ferm 
or  occupied  by  the  fermors  thereof  for  the  space  of  twenty  years 
next  before  the  lease  thereof  made.  The  object  of  this  clause 
was  to  prevent  the  parties  enabled  by  the  act  firom  demising 
their  mansion  houses  and  demesne  lands  so  as  to  bind  their 
successors,  and  thus  diminish  ancient  hospitality  {h) ;  and  the 
better  construction  of  it  seems  to  be,  that  it  consists  of  two 
parts  in  the  disjunctive,  and  if  either  of  them  be  observed,  it 
is  sufficient  to  support  the  lease.  The  words  are,  that  ^^the 
act  shall  not  extend  to  any  lease  of  any  manor,  lands,  &c. 
which  have  not  most  commonly  been  letten  to  ferm ; "  this 
is  the  first  part  of  the  disjimctive,  and  is  general ;  the  other 
part  Lb,  '^  or  occupied  by  the  fermors  thereof  by  the  space  of 
twenty  years,''  and  it  is  said  that  the  most  natural  and  genuine 
meaning  of  the  clause  is,  that  the  lands  to  be  leased  must  either 
be  such  as  have  been  most  commonly  letten,  that  is,  such  as 
are  not  reputed  part  of  the  demesnes ;  or  such  as  have  been 
occupied  by  the  fermors  thereof  by  the  space  of  twenty  years  (i) . 

The  words  "  most  commonly  letten,  &c."  seem  to  be  satis- 
fied if  the  lands  have  been  demised,  at  one  time,  or  at  several 
times,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  twenty  years  next  preceding 

(/)  Wilson   dem.  Eyre  v.  Carter,  Lease,  £.  Rule,  6.     And  see  Pemble 

2  Stra.  1201.  v,  Sterne,  T.  Raym.  165 ;  1  Ley.  212 ; 

(g)  Sydenham  v.  Caps,  Mo.  783.  1  Sid.  316.  416;  2  Keb.  213.  230.  325. 

(A)  4  Cni.  Dig.  70.  4th  ed.  440.  448.  460.  464.  484.  525. 
(t)  4  Cru.  Dig.  70.     Bac.  Ab.  tit. 
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the  intended  lease  {k).  And  it  is  immaterial  whether  the 
letting  has  been  for  life^  or  lives^  or  years^  or  at  will^  at 
common  law^  or  by  copy  of  court  roll  (/). 

In  order  to  bring  the  lands  within  the  term  "  commonly 
letten/'  the  previous  demises  must  have  been  by  persons 
having  an  estate  of  inheritance ;  and  it  has  accordingly  been 
held  that  a  lease  for  twenty  years  by  the  guardian  in  chi- 
valry (m)  of  an  in&nt  tenant  in  tail  of  lands  never  before 
demised;  or  by  the  dowress  of  tenant  in  tail;  or  by  the 
husband  tenant  by  the  curtesy  of  an  estate  tail;  was  not 
such  a  letting  as  would  enable  the  issue  in  taO^  when  of  age, 
to  lease  under  the  statute  (n). 

A  lease  made  without  excepting  trees^  such  exception 
having  been  made  in  aU  former  leases,  will  not  bind  the  suc- 
cessor ;  for,  by  the  omission  of  the  exception,  not  only  the 
trees,  and  the  profits  of  the  trees,  pass,  but  the  soil  itself 
passes  to  the  lessee ;  and,  consequently,  as  more  is  let  than 
usual,  the  lease  is  not  protected  by  the  statute  (o).  But  if 
distinct  premises  be  comprised  in  the  lease,  of  which  some 
only  have  been  let  for  the  greater  part  of  twenty  years 
before,  with  several  reservations,  and  several  words  in  the 
habendum,  the  instrument  is  tantamount  to  a  distinct  lease 
of  each  distinct  set  of  parcels,  and  operates  as  a  valid  demise 
of  those  lands  which  the  tenant  in  tail  is  empowered  by  the 
statute  to  lease  {p). 

The  lease  must  not  be  made  without  impeachment  of 
waste;  and,  hence,  a  lease  for  life,  remainder  for  life,  was 
not  warranted  by  the  statute,  because  it  was  dispunishable 


{h)  MaUet  v.  MaUet,  Cro.  EUz.  707. 
And  see  Pemble  v.  Sterne,  sup.  Co. 
Lit  44,  b. 

(0  Co.  lit.  44,  b.  Dean  and  Chap- 
ter of  Worce8ter*8  caee,  6  Co.  37,  a.  b. 
Bangfa  V.  Haynee,  Cro.  Jac.  76.  T.  Jo. 
29.  Banks  v.  Brown,  Mo.  759  ;  S.  C. 
Noy,  no.  The  Lord  Norris*s  caee, 
Noy,  106. 

(m)  Gnardianship  in  Chivalry  was 
abolished  by  the  Statute,  12  Car.  2. 
c.  24. 


(n)  Anon.  3  Dy.  271,  b.  pL  (28). 
Co.  Lit  44,  b. 

(o)  Smith  V.  Bole,  or  Bowles,  Cro. 
Jac.  458;  S.  C.  3  Bnlstr.  290;  cited, 
3  Man.  &  Selw.  108. 

( p)  Tanfield  «.  Rogers,  Cro.  Efiz.* 
340 ;  S.  C.  Ow.  1 1 9.  See  also  Winter's 
case,  3  Dy.  308,  b.  Knight's  ease,  or 
Knight  V.  Breech,  Brech,  Breadi,  or 
Beeche,  5  Co.  54,  b. ;  S.  C.  1  And.  173; 
Mo.  199;  3  Leon.  124 ;  Gouldsb.  15. 
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of  waste  {g)y  in  consequence  of  the  interposed  remainder  (r) ; 
but  a  lease  to  one  for  three  lives  was  good^  for  the  lessee 
might  be  punished  for  waste  {s). 

The  term  warranted  by  the  statute  extends  to  twenty-one 
years  or  three  lives,  firom  the  day  of  making  thereof;  not 
twenty-one  years  and  three  lives  (/) ;  therefore^  if,  during  the 
continuance  of  an  existing  lease  for  years,  a  new  one  be 
granted  for  lives,  the  second  will  be  void,  though  one  year 
only  of  the  first  be  unexpired ;  because  it  is  against  the  express 
words  of  the  statute  that  there  should  be  both  a  lease  for 
years  and  a  lease  for  lives  in  being  at  the  same  time  against 
those  who  are  to  succeed  {u).  So,  if  the  second  lease  be  for 
fives,  the  first  lease  must  be  surrendered  and  gone  before  the 
making  of  the  new  lease ;  but  if  the  lease  for  life  be  made  at 
the  common  law,  a  surrender  of  the  prior  lease  before  livery 
will  make  the  second  lease  binding  on  the  successor,  because 
it  is  no  complete  lease  before  livery,  and  before  that  the  first 
lease  is  surrendered  and  gone  (ai). 

The  lease  will  be  equally  vaUd  whether  it  be  granted  to  one 
for  three  lives,  or  to  three  for  their  three  lives  (y) ;  though,  as 
we  have  seen  {z),  a  lease  to  A.  for  life,  remainder  to  B.  for 
life,  remainder  to  C.  for  life,  could  not  be  supported,  because 
it  would  have  been  dispunishable  of  waste. 

It  appears  to  be  the  better  opinion,  founded  on  the  deci- 
sion in  Whitlock's  case  (a),  that  the  statute  of  Henry  the  8th 
will  justify  a  lease  for  ninety-nine  years  if  three  persons  shall 
so  long  live  (A).     In  that  case,  the  Court  took  a  distinction 


{q)  The  vrrii  of  waste  was  aboliflhed 
by  the  act,  8  &  4  W.  4.  c.  27.  8.  36. 

(r)  Co.  lit  44,  b.  Dean  and  Chap- 
ter of  Woreester's  ease,  6  Co.  37,  a. 
Owen  V.  App  Reee,  Cro.  Car.  94 ;  S.  C, 
nom.  Owen  v.  Price,  Hetl.  22.  Berry 
V.  White,  O.  Bridgm.  by  Baim.  99. 

(<)  Ibid. 

(/)  Co.  Lit.  44,  b. 

(«)  Chambers  on  Leaaee,  p.  231-2. 
Small's  case,  Degge'a  Pus.  Coons.  130. 
Mariarv.  Wri^t,  cited.  Mo.  253;  and 
10  East,  184.     1  Leon.  148. 


(X)  Ibid. 

(y)  Baug^  V,  Haynes,  Cro.  Jac.  76. 

(z)  Sop,  p.  74. 

(a)  Whitloek's  case,  8  Co  69,  b. 
See  also  Roe  dem.  Brune  v.  Prideaux, 
10  East»  158.  186.  Lutwichv.  Piggot, 
3  Mod.  268. 

(fr)  The  difference  between  the  con- 
stmdion  of  this  statute,  and  of  the 
restraining  statutes,  I  &  13  Eliz.,  will 
be  noticed  in  treating  of  leases  by 
ecclesiastical  corporations. 
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between  a  particular  power  affirmative^  as  a  power  to  lease 
for  three  lives  or  twenty-one  years;  and  a  general  power 
restrained  by  a  negative^  as  a  power  to  lease  so  that  the  term 
granted  shall  not  exceed  so  many  lives  or  years ;  and  it  was 
agreed^  that  the  donee  of  a  power  of  the  former  kind  could 
not  make  a  lease  for  ninety-nine  years  determinable  on  three 
lives ;  though  a  power  of  the  latter  description  (resembling 
which  is  the  power  conferred  by  the  statute  of  Henry  the  8th) 
would  authorize  such  a  lease^  the  first  part  of  the  clause  being 
general^  and  the  latter  part  only  restraining  leases  exceeding 
three  lives  or  twenty-one  years. 

The  case  of  Smith  v.  Trinder  (c)  involved  the  point.  A 
husband^  having  purchased  lands  to  him  and  his  wife  and 
their  heirs^  alone  leased  the  lands  for  three  score  years^  if 
they  should  so  long  live ;  the  case  was  not  pressed  to  a  deci- 
sion j  but  no  objection  was  made  to  the  lease  on  the  ground 
of  its  non-compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  statute.  And  in 
a  later  case  (d)  the  Court  refused  to  dispute  whether  a 
bishop's  lease  for  ninety-nine  years  determinable  on  three 
lives  were  good  or  not. 

Lord  Hardwicke,  however^  was  of  opinion  that  the  statute 
would  not  authorize  a  lease  otherwise  than  for  twenty-one 
years,  or  for  three  lives,  absolutely  (e). 

Unless  the  lease  be  good  in  its  creation,  no  subsequent 
event  can  give  it  vaUdity.  If  it  be  made  for  four  lives,  in- 
stead of  three,  and  one  of  the  cestuis  que  vie  die  in  the  lessor's 
lifetime,  the  successor  wiU  not  be  bound  (/). 

It  needs  scarcely  to  be  mentioned  that  a  lease  for  a  less 
term  than  three  lives  or  twenty-one  years  may  be  granted  {g). 

It  is  necessary  that  the  lease  be  made  to  commence  from 
the  day  of  the  making ;  for  should  the  term  be  computed  from 

(c)  Smith  V.  Trinder,  Cro.  Car.  22.        Ambl.  199.200.    And  Me^ep.  Touch. 
{d)  Thredneedle  v.  Lyneham,  Line,      by  Prest  277.  n.  (22). 


Lynum,  or  Linum,  5  Keb.  595  ;  S.  C.  (/)  The  Bishop  of  Salisbury's 

PoUexf.176-9.     1  FreenL92. 119. 165.  10  Co.  62,  a. 

179.  (g)  B  Co.  6,  a.  b.    Carter  v.  Clayoole, 

(c)  Glanville  r.  Payne,  2  Atk.  40 ;  1  Leon.  306.    Per  Peryam  in  Fox  9. 

S.  C.  Barnard.  Ch.  1 8.    Paget  v.  Gee,  CoUier,  0.  Bridgm.  by  Bann.  92.  n.  (/). 
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a  fdture  {h),  or  even  a  preceding  day  (t)^  the  demise  will  be 
Toid  against  the  parties  entitled  to  the  reversion  after  the 
lessor's  death,  although  it  would  not  exceed  in  duration  the 
period  allowed  by  the  statute.  Thus,  a  lease  to  commence 
after  the  lessor^s  death  (k),  or  for  nineteen  years  to  commence 
two  years  after  the  making,  notwithstanding  the  appearance 
of  authority  to  the  contrary  (l),  cannot  be  supported  (m). 

So  much  yearly  ferm  or  rent  or  more  as  hath  been  most 
accustomably  yielden  or  paid  for  the  manors,  &c.,  so  to  be 
letten  within  twenty  years  next  before  such  lease  thereof 
made,  must  be  reserved  yearly  during  the  same  lease  (n). 
The  lands  must  have  been  usually  let  before ;  otherwise  the 
ancient  rent  cannot  be  reserved  {o);  and,  therefore,  if  twenty 
acres  of  land  have  been  accustomably  letten,  and  a  lease  be 
made  of  those  twenty,  and  of  one  acre  which  was  not  accus- 
tomably letten,  reserving  the  accustomable  yearly  rent,  and 
so  much  more  as  exceeds  the  value  of  that  acre,  the  lease  is 
not  warranted  by  the  act,  for  the  accustomable  rent  is  not 
reserved,  because  part  was  not  accustomably  letten,  and  the 
rent  issues  out  of  the  whole  (p).  If  there  be  distinct  reserva- 
tions, the  case  is  different  (g).  So,  if  a  lease  be  made  by 
tenant  in  tail,  comprising  leaseholds  for  lives,  as  well  as  the 
entailed  lands,  and  reserving  an  entire  rent,  it  is  void  for  the 


{h)  Symonds  v.  Codmore,  Carth. 
260;  S.  C.  Holt,  666 ;  Skin.  284.  317. 
328;  4  Mod.  1 ;  12  Mod.  32;  1  Salk. 
338 ;  8  Salk.  335 ;  1  Show.  370  ;  1 
Freem.  310. 503.  Griffin  v.  Stanhope^ 
Cro.  Jae.  454;  2  Ld.  Raym.  781.  Dy. 
279,  a.  pL  (7).  Opee,  or  Opy,  v. 
Thomasius,  1  Sid.  261 ;  S.  C.  T.  Raym. 
132;  1  Keb.  778.  910.  Prince  v. 
Green,  Toth.  193,  nnmbered  225  by 
mistake. 

(t)  Bal.  74.  pL  58. 

(k)  Anon.  3  Dy.  279,  a.  pL  (7). 
Griffin  V.  Stanhope,  snp.  Machell  v, 
Clarke,  2  Ld.  Raym.  781.  Symonds 
V.  Codmore,  12  Mod.  32.  Opee,  or 
Opy,  V.  Thomaains,  sup. 

(/)  Anon.  2  By.  246,  a.  pi.  (69). 
1  Leon.  148. 


(m)  DaL  74.  pL  58.  Dean  and  Chap- 
ter of  Westminster's  case.  Cart  150. 
As  to  the  construction  of  the  words 
^from  the  date/*  and  the  like,  see 
post.  Habendum, 

(n)  In  a  fdtnre  page  relating  to 
leasee  nnder  powers,  the  reader  will 
find  some  further  remarks  on  the  words 
cmcierU  and  acetutomahle  rent. 

(o)  The  Bishop  of  Hereford  v.  Soory, 
Cro.  Eliz.  874.  Doe  dem.  Tennyson 
V,  Lord  Yarborough,  1  Bmg.  24;  S.  C. 
7  Mo.  248. 

(p)  Co.  Lit.  44,  b.  Monntjoy's  case, 
5  Co.  3,  b.  5,  b.,  2nd  resolution ;  S.  C. 
Mo.  197.  Doe  dem.  Bartlett  v.  Ren- 
dle,  3  Man.  &  Selw.  99.  108. 

(q)  Tanfield  v.  Rogers,  Cro.  Eliz. 
340.     2  Vem.  543.    Ley,  74.  77. 
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whole ;  nor  will  the  fact  of  the  lands  haying  been  immemo- 
rially  holden  together  alter  the  case  (r).  So^  where  a  lease 
was  made  by  a  prebendary  of  the  prebend^  without  excepting 
all  crab^trees  and  such  like  trees^  such  exception  haTing  been 
made  in  all  former  leases,  and  the  former  rent  was  reserved, 
the  lease  was  held  to  be  void  against  the  successor;  for  it  was 
not  the  ancient  rent  where  more  was  demised  than  had  been 
let  before  {»).  A  lease  even  by  a  college  to  try  a  title  cannot 
be  supported,  unless  the  accustomable  rent  be  reserved  (/). 

In  a  late  case  (u)  under  the  restraining  statutes,  a  vicar, 
with  the  consent  of  the  patron  and  ordinary,  leased  a  piece  of 
the  vicarage  land,  which,  on  account  of  the  expense,  had  not 
been  fenced  in  the  memory  of  man,  and  was  consequently 
unproductive,  for  three  lives,  at  the  best  annual  rent  that 
could  be  obtained,  reserving  a  right  of  entry  in  case  of  non- 
payment ;  and  the  lessee  covenanted,  among  other  things,  to 
inclose  the  demised  premises.  It  was  argued  that  the  object 
of  the  legislature  was,  to  secure  to  the  successor  the  accus- 
tomed rent  where  any  rent  had  existed  before;  and  where 
not,  the  best  rent  that  could  be  gotten :  but  the  Court  were 
clearly  of  opinion  that  a  lease  of  lands  which  had  never  been 
letten  before  could  not  be  reconciled  with  the  words  of  the 
statute  13  Eliz.  c.  10.  s.  S,  that  all  leases  by  any  vicar, 
''  other  than  for  the  term  of  one  and  twenty  years  or  three 
lives*' — "whereupon  the  accustomed  yearly  rent  or  more 
shall  be  reserved** — "  shall  be  utterly  void."  They  said  that 
the  case  was  not  distinguishable  from  the  Bishop  of  Hereford 
t;.  Scory(^),  and  that  their  decision  must  proceed  on  the 
statutes  taken  together. 

If  two  coparceners  be  seised  in  tail  of  land  which  has  been 
let  for  10/.,  one  of  them  may  let  her  moiety  for  5/.;  for, 

(r)  Rees  dem.  PerkiiiB  v.   Phillip,  306;  S.  C,  nom.  Garter  v.  Cmmwdl, 

Wightw.  69.  1  And.  248. 

(«)  Smith  V.  Bole,  or  Bo^es,  Cro.  («}  Doe   dem.  Temiywm  «.  Lord 

Jac.  458 ;  S.  C.  3  Bnlrtr.  290  ;  cited,  Yarborongh,  1  Bing.  24  ;  S.  C.  7  M o. 

3  Man.  &  Selw.  108.  248. 

(0  Carter  v.  Qeypoole,  Mo.  593;  (or)  Cro.  Eliz.  874. 

S.  C,  nom.  Carter  v.  Claycole,  1  Leon. 
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although  differing  in  form  or  quality^  the  rent  is  in  substance 
the  true  and  ancient  rent  within  the  statute  (y). 

The  anc^nt  rent  must  also  be  reserved  during  the  whole 
term  to  the  lessor  himself^  as  well  as  to  the  successors.  If  he 
reserves  a  less  rent  to  himself  during  his  life,  and  after  his 
death  the  true  and  ancient  rent,  the  lease  will  not  be  good  (xr); 
though,  perhaps,  the  lessor  might  release  the  rent  as  to  him- 
self, without  impairing  the  efficacy  of  the  lease  as  against  the 
succeeding  reversioner  (a). 

Where  a  manor  belonging  to  a  bishop's  see  was  usually 
leased  out  for  lives,  at  a  rent  of  49/.  Ss.  4if .,  and  one  of  the 
bishops,  on  renewing  the  lease,  excepted  the  demesnes,  which 
were  of  the  value  of  82/.  11«.  Id.,  reserving,  however,  the  full 
ancient  rent  of  49/.  Ss,  4id,,  and  afterwards  accepted  a  rent  of 
16/.  12«.  3i/.,  being  the  proportion  after  deducting  for  the 
demesnes,  in  full  of  the  whole  reserved  rent,  the  acceptance 
was  held  not  to  bind  his  successor,  but  that  he  was  entitled 
to  the  fiill  rent  reserved  by  the  lease  {b). 

As  it  was  evidently  the  object  of  the  legislature  to  cany 
the  rent  to  the  person  entitled  to  the  reversion,  the  courts 
wiU  so  construe  a  lease  as  best  to  effectuate  that  intention. 
Thus,  where  tenant  in  tail  to  him  and  his  heirs  male  of  his 
body  had  issue  two  sons  by  two  different  venters,  and  died, 
and  the  eldest  son  entered,  and  made  a  lease  for  twenty-one 
years,  reserving  rent  generally  to  himself,  his  heirs  and  as- 
signs, during  the  term  (c),  and  died  without  issue,  having  two 
sisters,  his  heirs  at  law,  and  a  question  arose  whether  by  this 
reservation  the  rent  belonged  to  the  second  brother,  to  whom 
the  reversion  descended,  as  heir  male  of  the  body  of  the  father, 
it  was  held  that  the  rent  would  go  along  with  the  rever- 
sion, and  that  the  lease  was  a  good  lease.    The  statute  (said 

(y)  Mountjo/s  cmb,  5  Co.  5,  a.  b.  (5)  Dyke  o.  The  Biahop  of  Bath  and 

Co.  Lit  44,  b.  Wellfl,  1  Bro.  P.  C.  602;  TomL  ed. 

(?)  Mountjoy's  case,  5   Co.  6,  a.;  toL  6,  p.  36 ;  Joor.  toI.  20,  p.  58. 

6th  resohition;  S.  C.  Mo.  197.    See,  (c)  The  words  ^^ dozing  the  term*' 

however,  Hardr.  90.  93,  cont.  are  not  in  the  body  of  the  report,  but 

(a)  2  RoL  403.  407.    Dy.  123,  a.  are  noticed  in  the  judgment  of  the 

304,  a.  pL  (53).     Ley,  78.  court  as  being  inserted  in  the  lease. 
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the  court)  is  an  enabling  law ;  and  the  question  here  depends 
upon  the  proviso^  which  says^  that  the  rent  shall  be  reserved 
to  the  lessor  and  his  heirs^  or  those  to  whom  the  lands  would 
go  if  no  such  lease  had  been  made :  and^  in  the  exposition  of 
statutes^  the  judges  must  make  such  a  construction  as  to 
advance^  and  not  to  frustrate^  the  intention  of  the  makers. 
Now^  their  intent  was^  that  the  rent  should  go  along  with 
the  reversion,  and  the  lease  be  good,  if  by  any  reasonable 
construction  in  law  it  might  be  so :  and  so  it  may  be  here;, 
for  rent  does  naturally  foUow  the  reversion,  and  the  second 
brother  is  heir  to  the  estate  {d) ;  but  where  a  lease  was  made 
by  one  of  two  coparceners  in  tail,  and  by  the  husband  being 
tenant  by  the  curtesy  of  the  other  coparcener  deceased,  ren- 
dering rent  to  th^n  and  their  heirs,  the  lease  was  considered 
void  within  the  statute,  the  reservation  not  being  to  the 
donee  and  her  heirs,  but  to  the  tenant  by  the  curtesy  jointly 
with  the  other  (e). 

So,  where  lands  were  given  to  the  husband  and  wife,  and 
to  the  heirs  of  their  two  bodies,  and  the  husband  died  leaving 
issue  by  his  wife,  and  the  wife  made  a  lease  of  the  lands 
according  to  the  statute  of  Henry  the  8th,  it  was  dearly  held 
that  the  issue  were  bound  by  the  lease,  although  the  statute 
said  that  the  lease  should  be  good  against  the  lessor  and  his 
heirs,  and  the  issue  did  not  claim  as  heir  to  the  wife  only, 
but  as  heirs  of  the  bodies  of  the  husband  and  wife  (/). 

So,  where  tenant  by  the  curtesy  and  the  heir  in  reversion 
in  tail  concurred  in  granting  a  lease,  rendering  rent  to  them 
and  their  heirs,  the  general  reservation  was  held  to  withdraw 
the  lease  from  the  protection  of  the  statute  (^). 

Casual  and  accidental  services,  such  as  heriots,  and  the  like, 
are  not  comprehended  within  the  term  rent.  A  dean  and 
chapter  being  seised  of  a  manor,  whereof  the  land  in  question 
was  copyhold,  demisable  for  three  lives,  rendering  eight  shil- 
lings rent,  at  the  four  feasts,  and  heriotable  upon  the  death 

{d)  Cother  v,  Merrick,  Hardr.  89.  (g)  Stacy  v.  CUrk,  or  Clerk,  cited, 

(e)  Thomeon's  cue.  Latch,  45.  Latch,  257 ;  Palm.  484. 

(/)  Anon.  Godb.  102.  pL  119. 


Ch.  I.  s.  IL]      WHO  MAT  BE  LESSORS: — TENANTS  IN  TAIL. 


4 

81 


of  every  tenant  dying  in  possession^  let  this  land  by  inden- 
ture for  three  lives^  rendering  eight  shillings  rent^  at  two 
feasts^  without  reserving  anyheriot;  and  it  was  resolved,  that 
the  act  did  not  avoid  the  lease,  if  the  accustomed  yearly  rent 
or  more  were  reserved;  and  that,  forasmuch  as  the  said  heriot 
was  not  an  annual  thing,  nor  a  thing  depending  on  the  r«nt, 
it  was  sufficient  if  the  yearly  rent  were  reserved  (/i).  So, 
where  in  addition  to  the  uaual  yearly  rent,  the  running  of  a 
eolt  was  reserved  by  the  former  leases,  it  was  determined 
that  a  new  lease  was  good  although  the  running  of  the  colt 
was  omitted  to  be  reserved  (i) ;  because,  quoad  this,  it  was 
neither  a  reservation,  nor  an  exception  (k). 

More  than  the  accustomable  yearly  ferm  or  rent  is  expressly 
authorized  by  the  statute  to  be  reserved.  And,  therefore,  if 
two  manors  have  been  usually  let  for  60Z.  a-year,  a  lease  of 
one  of  them  only,  reserving  thereon  the  whole  rent  is  good  (/). 

Whether  a  part  of  lands  accustomably  letten  together 
could  be  separately  demised  at  a  pro  raid  rent  was  formerly 
a  disputable  point.  The  difficulty,  as  far  as  spiritual  persons 
are  concerned,  was  removed  by  the  statute  39  &  40  Geo.  3.  (m), 
which  declared  (n),  that  apportioned  rents  reserved  on  leases 
granted  and  to  be  granted  of  parts  of  the  ecclesiastical  lands, 
&;c.,  should  be  deemed  the  ancient  and  accustomed  rents  for 
such  parts,  provided  (o)  that,  in  case  the  whole  land,  &c., 
should  be  demised  in  parts,  the  aggregate  of  the  several 
reserved  rents  should  not  be  less  than  the  old  accustomed 
rent  on  the  demise  of  the  whole;  and  that,  in  case  part  only 
of  the  lands,  &c.,  should  be  separately  demised,  and  the 


{h)  Bangh  v.  Haynes,  Cro.  Jac.  76; 
Mo.  759;  Noy,  110.  The  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Woroester's  case,  6  Co.  37, 
a.  b.,  Srd  resohition. 

(O  Co.  lit.  44,  b.  Hargr.  n.  (6). 
Enaden  v.  Denny,  Pakn.  104. 

(h)  Hargr.  n.  (6)  to  Co.  lit  44,  b. 

(0  5  Co.  6,  a.  Threadneedle  v. 
Lynhazn,  Line,  Lynnm,  or  Lmnm,  1 
Mod.  203 ;  S.  C.  2  Mod.  57 ;  Pollexf. 
176;  1  Freem.  92.  119.  165.  179;  3 
Keb.    192.  372.   583.   595.     Dyke  v. 

VOL.  I. 


The  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  1  Bro. 
P.  C.  502;  TomL  ed.  vol.  6,  p.  365; 
Jour.  vol.  20,  p.  58. 

(m)  39  &  40  Geo.  3.  c.  41.  By  a 
private  act  of  parliament,  35  Greo.  3. 
c.  109,  the  Bishop  of  Ely  was  em- 
powered to  grant  ont  estates  belonging 
to  his  See  in  several  smaller  parcels. 
Co.  Lit  by  Thomas,  vol.  2,  p.  423, 
n.  (3). 

(n)  Sect.  1. 

(o)  Sect.  3. 
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remainder  retained  in  possession^  the  rent  or  rents  reserved 
by  such  separate  lease  or  leases  should  not  be  less  in  propor- 
tion to  the  fine  or  fines  to  be  received  on  granting  such  lease 
or  leases^  than  the  rent  or  rents  accustomed  to  be  reserved  for 
the  whole  of  the  said  premises  was  in  proportion  to  the  fine 
received  on  granting  the  last  entire  lease;  bnt  that  statute 
being  applicable  to  ecclesiastical  persons  only  tends  rather  to 
aggravate  than  diminish  the  doubt  as  to  the  power  of  tenant 
in  tail^  and  husband  and  wife  seised  in  right  of  the  wife^  to 
make  such  lease.  The  better  opinion^  notwithstanding  the 
fifth  resolution  in  Lord  Mountjoy's  case  {p)  would  lead  to  a 
different  conclusion^  appears  to  be  favorable  to  the  power  {q). 

The  statute  of  39  &  40  Geo.  3.  confers  no  power  even  on 
spiritual  persons  to  comprise  in  one  lease^  at  one  entire  rent^ 
several  farms  which  have  been  usually  let  distinctly,  and  at 
distinct  rents,  although  the  entire  rent  may  equal  or  exceed 
the  aggregate  of  the  several  rents  formerly  reserved.  Ac- 
cording to  Lord  Mountjoy's  case  (r),  such  a  lease  by  tenant 
in  tail  would  be  invahd. 

If  two  coparceners  tenants  in  tail  of  twenty  acres,  every 
acre  of  equal  value,  and  accustomably  letten,  make  partition, 
each  may  lease  her  distinct  moiety,  reserving  the  half  of  the 
accustomable  rent  {s). 

It  is  not  necessary  that  the  rent  be  reserved  by  express 
words  of  reservation,  if  it  be  made  payable  by  words  tanta- 
mount to  a  reservation.  Accordingly,  where  a  lease  was 
made  by  the  Petty  Canons  of  St.  Paul's  of  lands,  of  which 
the  ancient  rent  was  40/.  and  a  couple  of  capons,  reserving 
40/.  a-year,  and  the  lessee  covenanted  to  pay,  over  and  above, 
a  couple  of  capons  yearly,  the  Court  refused  to  disturb  it  (/); 
but  a  lease  made  to  a  man  and  his  wife,  with  such  a  render 

(p)  Mountjoy's  case,  5  Co.  5,  b.,  5th  Smith  v.  Trinder,  Cro.  Car.  22-3.  Ort>jr 

resolation.     And    see    Owen  v.  App  v.  Lord  Mohun,  3  Cb.  Rep.  75 ;  S.  C 

Rees,  Cro.  Car.  94.  2  Vem.  531.  542  ;  Freem.  291  ;  Gilb. 

(q)  Co.  lit  44,  b.    Doe  dem.  Earl  Eq.  Rep.  45  ;  Prec.  Ch.  257 ;   I  Et^ 

of  Shrewsbory  v.  Wflson,  5  Bam.  &  Ca.  Ab.  343.  pi.  5. 

Aid.  363.  385,  5th  point  («)  Co.  lit  44,  b.    Monntjo/s  caae, 

(r)  Mountjoy's  case,  5  Co.  5,  b.,  5th  sup.,  5th  resolution, 

resolution.     And  see   1    Co.   139,  a.  (t)  MorriceT.Antrobu8,Hardr.325. 
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and  ooyenant^  would  not  bind  the  successor;  because  the 
husband^s  covenant^  firom  its  being  inoperative  against  the 
wife,  did  not  amount  to  a  reservation  {u). 

Nor  does  any  necessity  appear  to  exist  for  reserving  the 
rent  payable  on  the  identical  days  on  which  it  has  been 
accustomably  paid;  for^  if  it  be  reserved  yearly,  whether  it 
be  made  payable  yearly  at  one  time,  or  half  yearly,  the  words 
of  the  act  will  be  satisfied,  although  the  tenants  may  have 
formerly  made  their  payments  quarterly  (x).  So,  it  is  suffi- 
cient if  the  ancient  rent  be  made  payable  on  four  days,  or 
withm  twenty  days  after  j  as  the  successor,  whose  advantage 
in  this  respect  was  the  object  of  the  statute  (y),  would  be 
benefited  by  the  death  of  the  lessor  after  the  four  days,  and 
within  the  twenty  {z), 

A  variation  of  the  reservation  in  words  only,  as  of  eight 
bushels,  instead  of  a  quarter,  of  wheat,  will  not  invalidate  the 
lease;  because  both  the  old  and  new  reservations  are  the  same 
in  quality,  value,  and  nature  {a) ;  but  a  reservation  of  silver 
in  lieu  of  gold,  it  appears,  would  produce  that  effect  (d). 
Prudence,  therefore,  demands  in  almost  all  cases  a  strict 
adherence  as  well  to  the  usual  form  as  to  the  substance 
of  the  reservatioHy  lest  a  departure  from  the  established 
mode  should  lead  to  controversy,  or,  perhaps,  prove  fatal  to 
the  lease. 

It  should  seem  that  the  rent  first  reserved  immediately 
after  the  passing  of  the  act  must  be  deemed  the  ancient 
rent,  unless  the  amount  has  been  increased,  after  which  the 
rent  cannot  again  be  reduced  to  its  former  standard  (c). 


(«)  Monricei^.  Antrolm8,H«rdr.325. 

(x)  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Woree8ter*B 
),  6  Co.  37.  38.,  4th  resolution. 
Ban^  1^.  HayneB,  Cro.  Jac.  76.  Cook 
9.  Younger,  Cro.  Car.  17.  And  see 
Doe  dem.  Dooglas  v.  Lock,  2  AdoL  & 
EIL  705.  737 ;  S.  C.  4  Nev.  ft  Man. 
807.  Ffyer  v,  Coombe,  11  Adol.  & 
£iL403. 

(y)  Bangfa  v,  Haynes,  sup. 

(z)  Bayly  v.  Mnnday,  2  Lev.  61 ; 
S.  C,  nom.  Bayly  v.  Murin,  I  Vent. 


244;  3  Keb.  46.  107.  193.  The  late 
apportionment  act  of  4  W.  4.  c.  22, 
does  not  seem  to  apply  to  this  case. 

(a)  Moontjoy's  case,  5  Co.  5,  b.,  5th 
resolution. 

(6)  Ibid.  2  Vem.  544.  Gilb.  Eq. 
Rep.  60. 

(c)  Orby  v.  Lord  Mohim,  2  Vem. 
543  ;  S.  C.  Gilb.  Eq.  Rep.  45  ;  Free. 
Ch.  257 ;  1  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  343.  pi.  5 ; 
Freem.  291 ;  3  Rep.  in  Ch.  102.  Mor- 
rice  V.  Antrobus,  Hardr.  325. 
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Care  must  be  taken  in  every  lease  made  subseqnenily  to 
the  redemption  of  the  land  tax^  by  any  bishop  or  other  eccle- 
siastical corporation^  in  pursuance  of  the  power  for  that 
puj^se  contained  in  the  land  tax  redemption  a«t(if)j  to 
reserve  not  only  the  ancient  and  accustomed  yearly  rent,  but 
also  the  annual  amount  of  the  land  tax  redeemed;  it  having 
been  determined  (e)  that  an  omission  to  do  so  will  render  the 
lease  voidable  at  the  option  of  the  successor. 

With  regard  to  leases  existing  at  the  time  of  the  redemp- 
tion, the  statute  enacts  (/),  that  such  land  tax  shall  be  consi- 
dered as. yearly  rent  payable  to  such  bishop,  &c.,  his  and 
their  successors,  over  and  above  the  reserved  rent,  if  any, 
and  shall  be  recovered  and  paid  as  such. 

A  bishop  is  not  bound  by  covenants  contained  in  his  pre- 
decessor's lease  unless  they  have  been  usually  inserted  in 
former  demises  (ff). 

The  statute  of  Henry  the  8th,  having  an  enabling,  and  not 
a  restraining  operation,  did  not  deprive  the  tenant  in  tail  of 
any  power  exercisable  by  him  over  his  estate  at  common 
law ;  and,  hence,  a  lease  not  conformable  to  its  provisions 
is  still  effective  against  the  lessor  himself  during  his  life;  for 
he  cannot  avoid  his  own  deed  (A).  Nor  is  it  absolutely  de- 
termined by  his  deaths  provided  he  leave  issue  inheritable 
to   the  estate    tail,   as   to   whom   it   is  voidable .  only  (t) ; 


(cO  42  Geo.  3.  c  116.  s.  69. 

(e)  Doe  dem.  Momy,  Lord  Bishop 
of  Rochester,  v.  Bridges,  1  Bam.  & 
Adol.  847.  By  the  88th  section  of  the 
act  it  WM  declared  that  the  land  tax 
redeemed  should  in  all  fdtore  demiaes 
he  added  to  the  ancient  and  aocus- 
tomed  yearly  rent,  and  be  reeenred 
and  made  payable  and  reooverable  as 
tnch;  and  that  where  the  lands  should 
be  demised  to  an  under-lessee,  who 
should  be  bound  by  any  covenant  or 
agreement  to  pay  the  land  tax  charged 
thereon,  then  the  amount  of  such  land 
tax  should  be  considered  as  rent  re> 
served  or  made  payable  on  such  last- 
mentioned  demise ;  and  that  the  same 


powers  should  be  had  for  the  reooTeiy 
thereof,  as  for  the  reoovery  of  audi 
rent  ythea  in  arrear. 

(/)  Sect  88. 

(g)  Dayenant  v.  The  Bishop  of 
Sarum,  or  Salisbury,  2  Ler.  68;  &  C. 

1  Vent  223 ;  3  Keb.  69. 

(h)  Mountjoy's  case,  5  Co.  5,  a.,  1st 
resolution;  S.  C.  Mo.  197. 

(i)  Opee,  or  Opy,  v.  Thomasius,  I 
Sid.  261;  S.  C.  1  Lot.  167;  T.  Raym. 
132;  1  Keb.  778.  910.  Hach^  r. 
Clarke,  2  Ld.  Raym.  778.  780;  S.  C. 

2  Salk.  619  ;  7  Mod.  18.  Bedford's 
case,  7  Co.  7,  b.  Symonds  v.  Cud- 
more,  1  Show.  370.  373 ;  S.  C.  3  Salk. 
335.    Winn  v.  White,  2  W.  Blae.  842. 
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but    as    against  remainder-men  or  the  reversioner    it    is 
void  (*). 

If  a  woman  tenant  in  tail  make  a  lease  for  years  not  war- 
ranted by  the  statute^  and  die^  leaving  her  husband  and  issue 
by  him  surviving^  the  issue  cannot  avoid  it  during  the  life 
of  the  tenant  by  the  curtesy^  although  he  surrender  his 
estate  to  the  issue  (Z) . 

The  lease^  if  voidable^  and  not  void^  may  be  confirmed  (m), 
either  expressly,  or  impliedly,  as  by  receipt  of  rent  (n),  or  a 
distress  and  avowry  (o),  or  any  other  act  that  can  amount  to 
a  recognition  of  the  tenancy ;  and  if  the  lease  be  to  A.  for 
life,  with  remainder  to  B.  for  life,  acceptance  of  rent  from  A. 
will  enure  to  confirm  the  estate  to  B  (/?)>  The  issue  cannot, 
by  professing  ignorance  of  his  title,  prevent  his  acceptance 
from  operating  as  a  confirmation,  it  being  his  duty  to  inform 
himself;  and  if  he  omit  to  do  so,  he  cannot  take  advantage  of 
his  own  neglect  {q).  But  unless  the  party  accepting  the  rent 
be  entitled  at  the  time,  his  acceptance  will  not  amount  to 
an  affirmance  of  the  lease  (r). 

The  lease,  if  originally  void  as  to  the  issue,  does  not  admit 
of  confirmation.  Therefore,  where  tenant  in  tail,  having 
enfeoffed  another  to  the  use  of  himself  and  his  heirs,  made  a 
lease  for  years,  and  died,  it  was  held  that  acceptance  of  the 
rent  by  the  issue  did  not  amoimt  to  a  confirmation ;  for  the 
issue  was  remitted  to  an  estate  tail  by  descent ;  and  the  lease, 
being  made  by  the  father,  then  tenant  in  fee-simple,  [i.  e.,  by 
discontinuance,]  was  void  as  to  the  issue  {s). 

It  is  observable  that  equity  will  not  interpose  in  favor  of 
the  lessee  in  a  mere  case  of  noncompliance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  statute  {t).     But  if  tenant  in  tail,  during  the  life 


(h)  Sup.  p.  69.  n.  (a).  (jp)  JeflTery  v.  Coyte,  Cro.  EUz.2S2. 

(0  Powtrers  case,  Ow.  83 ;  S.  C.  (q)  Doe  dem.  Soothonse  v.  JenkinSy 

Dal.  65 ;  1  Dy.  46,  b.  marg.  sap. 

(m)  See  the  cases  in  note  (t),  p.  84.  (r)  3  Salk.  3. 

(n)  Doe  dem.  Southouse  v.  Jenldns,  («)  Anon.  Mo.  846,  pi  1143. 

5  Bing.  469;  S.  C.  3  Mo.  &  Pa.  69.  (0  RosweU's  case,  1  Rol.  Ab.  379. 

(o)  Symonda   v,  Cadmore,  Carth.  pL  6.    Earl  of  Darlington  v.  Pulteney, 

260.  Cowp.  260.  267.    Anon.  Freem.  Ch. 
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of  his  father^  tenant  for  life^  suffer  the  lessee  of  his  father  to 
expend  money  in  repairing  and  improving  the  demised  pre- 
mises, the  oonrt  will  decree  the  tenant  to  hold  undisturbed 
for  the  residue  of  his  term  (ti). 

Such  are  the  requisites  of  the  statute  of  Henry  the  Sth, 
and  such  is  the  judicial  interpretation  it  has  received. 

We  now  proceed  to  show  the  alterations  effected  with 
regard  to  leases  of  tenant  in  tail  by  the  recent  act  for  the 
abolition  of  fines  and  recoveries  (a?). 

The  15th  section  provides  that  '^  after  the  31st  day  of 
December^  1833,  every  actual  tenant  in  tail  (y),  whether  in 
possession,  remainder,  contingency,  or  otherwise,  shall  have 
full  power  to  dispose  of,  for  an  estate  {z)  in  fee-simple  abso- 
lute^ or  for  any  less  estate,  the  lands  (a)  entailed,  as  against 
all  persons  claiming  the  lands  entailed  by  force  of  any  estate 
tail  which  shall  be  vested  in,  or  might  be  claimed  by,  or 
which,  but  for  some  previous  act,  would  have  been  vested  in, 
or  might  have  been  claimed  by,  the  person  making  the  dis- 
position at  the  time  of  his  making  the  same,  and  also  as 
against  all  persons,  including  the  King's  most  excellent 
Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  whose  estates  are  to  take 
effect  after  the  determination  or  in  defeasance  of  any  such 
estate  tail,  saving  always  the  rights  of  all  persons  in  respect 
of  estates  prior  to  the  estate  tail  in  respect  of  which  such 


224,  case,  296.  Shannon  v.  Bradstreet, 
1  Scho.  &  Lef.  52. 71.  But  see  Prince 
V.  Green,  Toth.  193,  numbered  225  by 
mistake. 

(u)  Huning  v.  Ferrers,  Gilb.  £q. 
Rep.  86. 

(a:)  3  &  4  W.  4.  c.  74. 

(y)  In  the  construction  of  the  act, 
the  expression  actual  tenant  in  tail 
means  exduaiYely  the  tenant  of  an 
estate  tail  which  shall  not  have  been 
barred,  and  such  tenant  shall  be 
deemed  an  actual  tenant  in  tail,  al- 
though the  estate  tail  may  have  been 
divested  or  turned  to  a  right.    Sect  1. 

(z)  The  word  eOate  extends  to  an 
estate  in  equity  as  well   as  at   htw. 


and  also  to  any  interest,  chai^,  lien, 
or  incumbrance,  in,  upon,  or  affecting, 
hmds,  either  at  law  or  in  equity. 
Sect  1. 

(a)  The  word  landi  extends  to 
manors,  advowsons,  rectories,  mes- 
suages, lands,  tenements,  tithes,  rents, 
and  hereditaments,  of  any  tenure,  (ex- 
cept  copy  of  court  roll,)  and  whether 
oorporeal  or  incorporeal,  and  any  un- 
divided share  thereof^  but  when  ac- 
companied by  some  exprcwBton  inchid- 
ix^  or  denoting  the  tenure  by  copy  of 
court  roU,  extends  to  manors,  mes- 
suages, lands,  tenements,  and  heredi> 
taments,  of  that  tenure^  and  any  undi- 
vided share  thereof.     Sect.  1. 
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duposition  shall  be  made,  and  the  rights  of  all  other  persons, 
except  those  against  whom  such  disposition  is  by  this  act 
authorized  to  be  made/^ 

And  it  was  farther  enacted  {b)  that  "  every  disposition  of 
lands  under  this  act  by  a  tenant  in  tail  thereof  shall  be 
effected  by  some  one  of  the  assurances  (not  being  a  will)  by 
which  such  tenant  in  tail  could  have  made  the  disposition  if 
his  estate  were  an  estate  at  law  in  fee-simple  absolute ;  pro- 
vided nevertheless  that  no  disposition  by  a  tenant  in  tail 
shall  be  of  any  force  either  at  law  or  in  equity  imder  this 
act  unless  made  or  evidenced  by  deed;  and  that  no  disposi- 
tion by  a  tenant  in  tail  resting  only  in  contract,  either  express 
or  implied,  or  otherwise,  and  whether  supported  by  a  valuable 
or  meritorious  consideration,  or  not,  shall  be  of  any  force  at 
law  or  in  equity  imder  this  act,  notwithstanding  such  dispo- 
siticm  shall  be  made  or  evidenced  by  deed;  and  if  the  tenant 
in  tail  making  the  disposition  shall  be  a  married  woman,  the 
concurrence  of  her  husband  shall  be  necessary  to  give  effect 
to  the  same;  and  any  deed  which  may  be  executed  by  her  for 
effecting  the  disposition  shall  be  acknowledged  by  her  as 
hereinafter  directed^^  (c). 

"  Provided  {(t)  that  no  assurance  by  which  any  disposition 
of  lands  shall  be  effected  under  this  act  by  a  tenant  in  tail 
thereof  (except  a  lease  for  any  term  not  exceeding  twenty- 
one  years  to  commence  firom  the  date  of  such  lease,  or  from 
any  time  not  exceeding  twelve  calendar  months  from  the  date 
of  such  lease,  where  a  rent  shall  be  thereby  reserved  which 
at  the  time  of  granting  such  lease  shall  be  a  rack  rent,  or  not 
less  than  five-sixth  parts  of  a  rack  rent,)  shall  have  any 
operation  imder  this  act  unless  it  be  enrolled  within  six 
calendar  months  after  the  execution  thereof;  and  if  the 
assurance  by  which  any  disposition  of  lands  shall  be  effected 
under  this  act  shall  be  a  bargain  and  sale,  such  assurance, 
although  not  enrolled  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  act 
passed  in  the  twenty-seventh  year  of  the  reign  of  his  Majesty 

(6)  Sect  40.  (c)  See  sect  79.  (d)  Sect.  41. 
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King  Henry  the  Stli^  intituled  '  For  Enrolment  of  Bai^ains 
and  Sales^'  shall^  if  enrolled  in  the  Court  of  Chanceiy  within 
the  time  prescribed  by  this  clause^  be  as  good  and  valid  as 
the  same  would  have  been  if  the  same  had  been  enrolled  in 
the  said  court  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  said  act  of 
Henry  the  8th." 

It  seems^  therefore^  1^  that  a  lease  for  years  not  exceeding 
twenty-one  years,  to  commence  from  the  date  of  such  lease, 
or  from  any  time  not  exceeding  twelve  calendar  months  from 
the  date  of  such  lease,  where  a  rent  shall  be  thereby  reserved, 
which,  at  the  time  of  granting  such  lease,  shall  be  a  rack 
rent,  or  not  less  than  five-sixth  parts  of  a  rack  rent,  may  be 
granted  by  a  tenant  in  tail,  without  enrolment  under  the 
statute  of  3  &  4  W.  4.  c.  74,  and  without  its  conforming  to 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  32  Hen.  8.  c.  28  {e). 

2,  That  leases  for  any  other  term  granted  by  a  tenant  in 
tail  will  be  supported  against  the  issue  in  tail,  reversioner, 
and  remainder-men,  if  made  by  deed,  and  enrolled  according 
to  the  requisitions  of  the  fines  and  recoveries  abolition  act. 

3,  That  no  lease  not  authorized  by  that  act,  expressly,  or 
impliedly,  as  in  the  case  of  the  exception  just  noticed,  will 
be  binding  upon  the  issue  in  tail,  unless  it  comply  with  the 
terms  of  the  statute  of  Henry  the  8th.  A  lease  for  three 
lives,  for  instance,  which,  for  want  of  enrolment,  may  fiftil  of 
effect  under  the  act  of  WiUiam  the  4th,  may  be  estabUshed 
under  the  former  one  of  Henry  the  8th.  Leases  for  twenty- 
one  years,  or  less,  but  not  reserving  five-sixth  parts  of  a  rack 
rent,  may  likewise  be  supported  under  the  old  act,  though 
inoperative  under  the  new  one,  provided  the  rent  reserved  be 
the  accustomed  rent. 

If  the  tenant  in  tail  making  the  lease  be  a  married  woman, 
the  concurrence  of  her  husband  is  necessary  to  give  it  effect, 
and  any  deed  which  may  be  executed  by  her  for  effecting  the 
disposition  must  be  acknowledged  by  her  as  her  act  and  deed 

(e)  See  also  sections  25  &  26  of  3  &  leases  made  by  tenants  in  tail  indepen- 
4  W.  4.  c  74,  which  seem  to  recognize      dently  of  the  statute  of  Heniy  the  BtiL 
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before  a  Judge  of  one  of  the  superior  courts  at  Westminst^^ 
or  a  Master  in  Chancery,  or  before  two  of  the  perpetual 
Commissioners,  or  two  special  Commissioners,  to  be  respec- 
tively appointed  as  in  the  act  is  provided ;  such  Judge,  &c., 
having  previously  examined  her,  apart  from  her  husband, 
touching  her  knowledge  of  such  deed,  and  ascertained  that 
she  fireely  and  voluntarily  consents  to  such  deed  (/). 

But  the  general  enabling  clause  does  not  extend  the 
powers  of  tenant  in  tail  ex  provisione  viri ;  for  it  is  enacted 
by  the  16th  section,  "  that  where  under  any  settlement  made 
before  the  passing  of  this  act  any  woman  shall  be  tenant  in 
tan  of  lands  within  the  provisions  of  an  act  passed  in  the 
11th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  Majesty  King  Henry  the  7th  {g), 
intituled  '  Certain  alienations  made  by  the  wife  of  the  lands 
of  her  deceased  husband  shall  be  void,'  the  power  of  disposi- 
tion hereinbefore  contained  as  to  such  lands  shall  not  be 
exercised  by  her  except  with  such  assent  as,  if  this  act  had 
not  been  passed,  would,  under  the  provisions  of  the  said 
act  of  King  Henry  the  7th,  have  rendered  valid  a  fine 
or  common  recovery  levied  or  suffered  by  her  of  such 
lands  {hy 

Tenants  in  tail  of  the  gift  of  the  Crovm,  and  tenants  in 
tail  after  possibility  of  issue  extinct,  are  also  excluded  from 
the  operation  of  the  act,  by  the  eighteenth  section,  which 
enacts,  *^  that  the  power  of  disposition  hereinbefore  contained 
shall  not  extend  to  tenants  of  estates  tail  who,  by  an  act 
passed  in  the  34th  and  35th  years  of  the  reign  of  His 
Majesty  King  Henry  the  8th  (i),  intituled  'An  Act  to 
embar  feigned  recovery  of.  lands  wherein  the  King  is  in 
reversion,'  or  by  any  other  act,  are  restrained  from  barring 
their  estates  tail,  or  to  tenants  in  tail  after  possibility  of 
issue  extinct/' 

(/}  Sections  40. 79. 80.  The  clBuseB  {h)  i.  e.,  with  the  assent  of  the  heira 

of  the  act  reilatiTe  to  conveyances  by  next  inheritable  to  the  woman,  or  of 

mairied  women  will  be  more  fully  set  him  or  them  that  next  after  the  death 

oat  in  a  fiitnre  division,  concCTning  of  the  same  woman  shall  have  estate  of 

leasee  by  husband  and  wife.  inheritance  in  the  lands. 

{g)  11  Hen.  7.  c  20,  confirmed  by  (t)  34  &  35  Hen.  8.  c.  20. 

32  Hen.  8.  c  36.  s.  2. 
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And  hj  the  twentieth  section  it  is  iHN>vid€dj  "  that  nothing 
in  this  act  contained  shall  enable  any  person  to  dispose  of 
any  lands  entailed  in  respect  of  any  expectant  interest 
which  he  may  have  as  issue  inh^table  to  any  estate  tail 
therein." 

Previously  to  the  late  act  for  the  limitation  of  actions  and 
suits  relating  to  real  property  {k)  a  common  law  lease  for 
lives  by  tenant  in  tail^  whether  made  with  or  without  war- 
ranty, would  effect  a  discontinuance,  unless  it  conformed 
to  the  provisions  of  the  statute  of  Henry  the  8th  (/),  and 
consequently  deprive  the  remainder-man  of  his  right  of 
entry ;  but  it  was  otherwise  if  the  statute  was  complied  with, 
though  the  lease  was  accompanied  with  warranty  (m).  And 
upon  this  ground  it  appears  to  have  been  necessary  in  an 
avowry  for  rent  under  a  lease  made  by  a  tenant  in  tail 
for  lives,  to  aver,  in  pursuance  of  the  statute  32  Hen.  8. 
c.  £8,  that  the  land  had  been  demised,  and  that  it  was 
the  ancient  rent  which  had  been  reserved  for  the  greater 
part  of  twenty  years  next  before  the  making  of  the  lease; 
nor  could  the  neglect  of  averment  be  cured  by  any  con- 
fession in  the  pleadings  on  the  other  side  (n).  So,  if  a 
lease  for  lives  were  made  by  a  tenant  in  tail,  (who  afterwards 
died  without  issue,)  and  by  the  reversioner  or  remainder- 
man in  fee,  with  livery,  it  discontinued  both  estate  tail 
and  remainder  or  reversion  (o) ;  but  if  made  by  tenant 
for  life  and  remainder-man  in  tail,  a  discontinuance  was  not 
effected  {p). 

The  practical  importance,  however,  of  the  law  relative  to 
warranties  by  tenant  in  tail  is  now  determined  by  a  clause  in 
the  late  fines  and  recoveries  abolition  act  (q),  which  pro- 
vided, ''that  all  warranties  of  lands,  which  after  the  31st  day 
of  December,  1883,  shall  be  made  or  entered  into  by  any 

(k)  3  &  4  W.  4.  c.  27.  Noy,  66. 

(Q  Baker  v.  Hucking,  or  Hacking,  (n)  Mallet  v.  Mallet,  Cro.  Eliz.  707. 

Hutt  126  ;  S.  C.  Cro.  Car.  387.  405  ;  (o)  Baker  v.  Hucking,  or  Hacking, 

W.  Jo.  358.     Co.  Lit  333,  a.  sup. 

(»)  Keen  v.  Cope,  Ci-o.  Eliz.  60*2  ;  ( p)  Trcviliau  r.  Lane,  Cro.  Eliz.  56. 

cited    Vaugh.    383.     Reeve    r.    Cox,  (q)  3  &  4  W.  4.  c.  74.  s.  14. 
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tenant  in  tail  thereof^  shall  be  absolutely  void  against  the 
issue  in  tail,  and  all  persons  whose  estates  are  to  take  effect 
after  the  determination  or  in  defeazanee  of  the  estate  tail/' 

And  the  same  remark  applies  to  the  law  of  discontinuance, 
the  distinction  between  real  and  possessory  actions  for  the 
recovery  of  land  having  been  almost  wholly  exploded  by  the 
late  act  for  the  hmitation  of  actions  and  suits  relating  to  real 
property,  and  for  simplifying  the  remedies  for  trying  the  rights 
thereto  {r),  the  thirty-sixth  section  of  which  enacted,  'Hhat 
no  action  real  or  mixed  (except  a  writ  of  right  of  dower,  or  writ  of 
dower  uixde  nihil  habet,  or  a  quare  impedit,  or  an  ejectment,) 
and  no  plaint  in  the  nature  of  any  such  writ  or  action,  (except 
a  plaint  for  freebench  or  dower,)  shall  be  brought  after  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December,  1884  ^  though  it  was  provided  («), 
that'  when,  on  the  first  of  June,  1885,  any  person  whose 
right  of  entry  to  any  land  should  have  been  taken  away  by 
any  descent  cast,  discontinuance,  or  warranty,  might  main- 
tain any  such  writ  or  action  in  respect  of  such  land,  such 
writ  or  action  might  be  brought  after  the  said  first  day  of 
June,  1 835,  but  only  within  the  period  during  which,  by 
virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  act,  an  entry  might  have  been 
made  upon  the  same  land  by  the  person  bringing  such  writ 
or  action  if  his  right  of  entry  had  not  been  so  taken 
away. 

And  it  was  farther  enacted  (/)  that  no  descent  cast,  dis- 
continuance, or  warranty,  which  might  happen  or  be  made 
aft»r  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  1838,  should  toll  or 
defeat  any  right  of  entry  or  action  for  the  recovery  of 
land. 

Under  the  old  law,  a  fine  levied,  or  recovery  suffered,  by  a 
tenant  in  tail  had  the  effect  of  confirming  a  voidable  lease 
granted  by  him  {u) ;    and  a  clause  productive  of  the  like 

(r)  3  &  4  W. 4.  c.  27.  276.     AnAwel  Co.  62,  a.  2  Co.  52,  b. 

(«)  Sect.  38.  Godfrey    Wade    alias    Machwilliam's 

(t)  Sect  39.  case,  Winch,  41.    Anon.  Freem.  Ch. 

(tt)  Stapilton  v.  Stapiltou,  1  Atk.  9.  310. 
Beck  denu  Hawkins  v.  Welsh,  1  Wils. 
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effect  is  contained  in  the  fines  and  recoveries  abolition  act^ 
where  it  is  provided  {x),  '^  that  when  a  tenant  in  tail  of  lands 
under  a  settlement  shall  have  already  created^  or  shall  here- 
after create^  in  such  lands^  or  any  of  them^  a  voidable  estate 
in  favor  of  a  purchaser  for  valuable  consideration^  and  shall 
afterwards  under  this  act^  by  any  assurance^  other  than  a 
lease  not  requiring  inrolment^  make  a  disposition  of  the  lands 
in  which  such  voidable  estate  shall  be  created^  or  any  of  them, 
such  disposition,  whatever  its  object  may  be,  and  whatever 
may  be  the  extent  of  the  estate  intended  to  be  thereby 
created,  shall,  if  made  by  the  tenant  in  tail  with  the  consent 
of  the  protector  (if  any)  of  the  settlement,  or  by  the  tenant 
in  tail  alone  if  there  shall  be  no  such  protector,  have  the 
effect  of  confirming  such  voidable  estate  in  the  lands  thereby 
disposed  of,  to  its  ftdl  extent  as  against  all  persons,  except 
those  whose  rights  are  saved  by  this  act;  but  if,  at  the  time 
of  making  the  disposition,  there  shall  be  a  protector  of  the 
settlement,  and  such  protector  shall  not  consent  to  the  dispo- 
sition, and  the  tenant  in  tail  shall  not  without  such  consent 
be  capable  under  this  act  of  confirming  the  voidable  estate  to 
its  full  extent,  then  and  in  such  case  such  disposition  shall 
have  the  effect  of  confirming  such  voidable  estate  so  fiir  as 
such  tenant  in  tail  would  then  be  capable  under  this  act  of 
confirming  the  same  without  such  consent ;  provided  always, 
that  if  such  disposition  shall  be  made  to  a  purchaser  for 
valuable  consideration  who  shall  not  have  express  notice  of 
the  voidable  estate,  then  and  in  such  case  the  voidable  estate 
shall  not  be  confirmed  as  against  such  purchaser  and  the 
persons  claiming  under  him.'' 

Formerly,  if  tenant  in  tail  with  an  immediate  reversion  or 
remainder  in  fee  to  himself  made  a  lease  to  commence  after 
the  determination  of  an  existing  lease,  and  died  before  the 
commencement,  and  his  issue  in  tail  levied  a  fine  to  the  use 
of  himself  in  fee,  whereby  the  base  fee  acquired  by  the  fine 

(x)  3  &  4  W.  4.  c.  74.  8.  38.     And      Toidable  estates  where  the  tenant  in 
see  sect  62,  as  to  the  confirmation  of      tail  becomes  bankrupt 
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merged  in  the  reversion  in  fee^  and  the  issue  in  tail  became 
seised  in  fee^  as  if  the  tenant  in  tail  had  died  without  issue ; 
the  reversionary  lease  could  not  be  avoided^  being  derived 
out  of  the  reversion  in  fee^  which  the  lessor  had  at  the 
making  of  the  lease  (y). 

But  now^  by  virtue  of  the  statute  {z),  if  a  base  fee  in  any 
lands  and  the  remainder  or  reversion  in  fee  in  the  same  lands 
unite  in  the  same  person^  without  any  intermediate  estate^ 
the  base  fee^  instead  of  merging^  as  heretofore^  becomes  ipso 
facto  enlarged  into  as  large  an  estate  as  the  tenant  in  tail, 
with  the  consent  of  the  protector,  if  any,  might  have  created 
by  any  disposition  under  the  act,  if  such  remainder  or  rever- 
sion had  been  vested  in  any  other  person. 

It  remains  to  add,  that,  by  virtue  of  a  late  act  of  parlia- 
ment (a),  leases  of  the  lands  of  infant  tenants  in  tail,  and 
lunatic  tenants  in  tail,  may  be  made  by  the  direction  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery  in  the  former  case,  and  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  in  the  latter;  but  as  the  particulars  of  this  act 
are  fully  set  out  in  the  chapters  respectively  treating  of  leases 
by  infants  (6),  and  by  persons  of  unsound  mind  and  their 
committees  (c),  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  repeat  them  in 
this  place. 


V. — Tenant  for  Itfe — Tenant  by  the  curtesy — Tenant  in  tail 
qfterpossibitity  of  issue  extinct — Tenant  in  dower — Tenant 
for  l\fe  and  Remainder-man. 

As  a  party  cannot  confer  on  another  a  larger  estate  than 
he  himself  possesses,  it  follows,  that  a  lease  at  will  {d),  or 
from  year  to  year  (e),  or  for  years  (/),  granted  by  a  tenant  for 

(y)  SymoncU,  or  Simonds,  v.  Cad-  aeetioiiB  17  Mid  24. 

more,  Holt,  666 ;  S.  C.  1  Salk.  338;  3  (h)  Ante,  p.  34. 

SiJk.  335;  Cartfa.  257 ;  Skin.  284. 317.  (c)  Ante,  p.  38. 

328;  4  Mod.  1 ;  1  Show.  870 ;  Freem.  (d)  Ex  parte  Smyth,  1  Swaost.  355. 

K.  B.503;  12  Mod.  32.  Anon.  Freem.  (e)  Ibid.      Symona   v.  Symona,    6 

Ch.  310.  Madd.  207. 

(e)  3  &  4  W.  4.  0.  74.  a.  39.  (/)  HaU  v.  Arrowamith,  Poph.  105. 

(a)  11   Geo.  4  &  1  ViT.  4.  e.  65.  Jenkina  dero.  Yate  v.  Church,  Cowp. 
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his  own  life^  or  tenant  pur  autre  vie^  unless  it  be  authorised 
by  an  express  power  {g),  must  expire  on  the  death  of  the 
lessor  in  the  one  ease  (A),  or  of  the  cestui  que  vie  in  the 
other  (i).  Dealing  for  his  own  estate^  he  cannot  be  under- 
stood as  meaning  to  a£fect  the  interest  of  another  (k) ;  and 
so  inflexible  is  the  rule^  that  a  tenant  pur  autre  vie  who  has 
granted  an  absolute  term  of  years  may^  at  law^  taike  advan- 
tage of  the  death  of  the  cestui  que  vie^  and  evict  the  lessee 
without  the  ordinary  notice  in  ejectment  {l),  though  he  (the 
lessor)  be  also  seised  of  the  reversion  by  a  purdiase  effected 
since  the  demise  (m) ;  nor  can  the  lessee  avail  himself  of 
the  doctrine  of  estoppel^  an  interest  having  originally  passed 
by  the  lease  (n).  On  the  other  hand,  the  liabiUty  of  a  lessee 
of  tenant  for  life  ceases  with  the  determination  of  the 
estate  by  the  death  of  the  lessor ;  nor  is  he  estopped  from 
showing  that  the  estate  has  so  determined  (o).  But  if  a 
tenant  for.Ufe,  seised  also  of  the  remainder  in  £ee  expectant 
on  an  intervening  estate  tail  in  the  premises,  make  a  lease, 
the  demise,  though  defeated  by  his  death  as  to  his  hfb 
estate,  may  ultimately  take  effect  for  the  residue  of  the 
term  out  of  his  remainder  in  fee,  by  the  decease  of  the 
tenant  in  tail  without  issue,  and  without  having  acquired 
the  fee  by  a  proper  mode  of  assurance  {p). 

The  death,  however,  of  the  tenant  for  life  does  not  deter- 
mine the  right  of  his  lessee  to  the  emblements  (q) ;  and 
though  the  lessee  be  ousted  by  a  disseisor,  and  the  lessee 
of  the  disseisor  sow  the  land,  and  then  the  tenant  for  life  die. 


482.  Roe  dem.  Jordaii  v.  Ward,  1  H. 
Blac.  97.  LadfoBd  V.  Bart)er,  1  Term 
Rep.  95.  Doe  dem.  Simpson  v.  But- 
cher, 1  DougL  60.  Groodrigfat  dem. 
Wymie  v.  Humphreys,  cited  1  Dougl. 
52.  Doe  dem.  Potter  v.  Areher,  1 
Boa.  &  Pul.  531.  Bowea  v.  East  Lon- 
don Waterworks  Company,  3  Madd. 
375 ;  S.  C.  Jacob,  324. 

(g)  Ex  parte  Smyth,  sup.  As  to 
leases  by  tenants  for  life  with  power  of 
leasing,  see  poet,  Sect  lY .  of  Ch.  I.  Ft  I. 

{h)  See  the  cases  in  note  (/  ),  sup. 


(t)  Co.  Lit  47,  b. 

(k)  1  Swanst  357. 

(I)  Ludford  v.  Barber,  1  Tenn 
"B/ep.  95. 

(m)  Co.  Lit  47,b.  Bacon  on  Leasee, 
p.  127.     1  Rol.  Ab.  878.  pi.  8. 

(n)  Ibid.  And  see,  as  to  Estoppel, 
ante,  p.  52. 

(o)  Bmdnellir.  Roberts,  2  Wila.  143. 

(p)  Taylor  v,  Stibbert,  2  Yes.  jon. 
437.  442.  And  see  3  &  4  W.  4.  c  74, 
6.40. 

(q)  Co.  Lit  55,  b. 
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the  emblements  belong  to  his  lessee ;  for  the  law  preserves 
his  right  as  if  he  had  re-entered  (r).  And  if  a  tenant  for  life 
grant  a  lease  for  years,  and  then  surrender  or  forfeit  his 
estate,  the  leas^will  remain  good  during  his  life,  if  the  years 
80  long  continue  {$) . 

The  lease  of  tenant  for  life,  once  determined,  is  incapable 
of  being  continued  or  reviyed,  as  an  interest  cognisable  at 
law,  by  any  act  of  confirmation  by  the  succeeding  owner ;  as 
was  particnlarly  exemplified  in  the  case  of  Ludford  v. 
Barber  (/).  A  tenant  for  Hfe  and  the  reversioner  in  fee, 
then  an  infant,  were  parties  to  a  lease  for  years,  which  at  the 
time  was  executed  by  the  tenant  for  life  only.  After  his 
decease,  during  the  term,  the  reversioner,  having  then 
attained  his  majority,  and  having  executed  and  confirmed  the 
lease  for  the  remainder  of  the  term,  commenced  an  action  of 
covenant  for  nonpayment  of  rent ;  but  the  court,  deeming 
the  confirmation  inoperative,  ajs  the  lease  became  absolutely 
void  on  the  death  of  the  tenant  for  life,  gave  judgment  in 
fsLvar  of  the  defendant.  And  various  authorities  are  to  the 
same  effect  {u). 

A  different  rule,  however,  prevails  in  equity,  if  the  remain- 
der-man has  encouraged  an  expenditure  by  the  lessee  on 
improvements,  in  confidence  of  his  continuing  tenant ;  or  has 
suffered  him  to  rebuild,  and  does  not  by  his  answer  deny  that 
he  had  notice  of  the  lessee's  proceedings.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  will  be  prevented  firom  controverting  the  lease  (x). 

And,  even  at  law,  subsequent  acceptance  of  rent,  or  other 
acknowledgment  of  tenancy,  may  amount  to  a  new  demise  by 


(r)  Knerett  v.  Pool,  Cro.  Eliz.  463, 
the  fine  page  of  that  nombep ;  S.  C, 
nam.  Sir  Henrj  Kniyet^s  case,  5  Co. 
65,  a.;  Goulds.  143. 

(s)  Sutton's  ease,  12  Mod.  557-8. 

{t)  Ludford  v.  Barber,  1  Term.  Rep. 
86.    Hall  r.  Arrowsmitb,  Poph.  105. 

(«)  Jenkins  dem.  Yate  v.  Church, 
Cowp.  482.  Doe  dem.  Simpson  v. 
Buteber,  1  Dougl.  50.  Goodright 
dem.  Wynne  v.  Humphreys,  cited,  1 


Dougl.  52.  Doe  dem.  Potter  v.  Ar- 
cher, 1  Bos.  &  Pnl.  531.  Bowes  v. 
East  London  Waterworks  Company, 
8  Madd.  375;  S.  C.  Jacob,  324. 

(x)  Stiles  V.  Cowper,  3  Atk.  092. 
And  see  East  India  Company  v,  Yin- 
cent,  2  Atic.  83.  Jackson  v.  Cator,  5 
Yes.  688.  Dann  v.  Spurrier,  7  Yes. 
231.  235-6.  Pilling  if.  Aimhage,  12 
Yes.  78.  85.  Blore  v.  Sutton,  8  Merir. 
237.  247.    Anon.  Bunb.  53. 
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the  remainder-TnMi  fix>in  year  to  year  (p),  the  lessee  being  a 
mere  tenant  by  sufferance  in  the  intenral  (z). 

If  the  confirmation  be  made  in  the  lifetime  of  the  tenant 
for  life^  the  lease  will  continue  in  force  for  the  remainder  of 
the  term^  and  after  his  decease  will  be  deemed  the  lease  of 
the  reversioner  or  remainder-man  himself  (a).  But  should 
the  lease^  in  lieu  of  being  made  for  a  term  of  years  absolute^ 
be  granted  for  years  determinable  on  the  decease  of  the 
tenant  for  life^  the  act  of  confirmation  will  be  nugatory,  as 
the  term  must  necessarily  determine  with  the  period  originally 
marked  out  for  its  continuance  {b). 

It  is  said,  indeed  {c),  that  if  a  man  make  a  lease  to 
another  for  twenty-one  years  if  the  lessee  shall  so  long  live, 
and  the  lessor  and  lessee  join  in  a  grant  by  deed  of  the  term 
to  another,  and  afterwards  the  lessee  die  within  the  term, 
the  grantee  shall  enjoy  the  land  during  the  residue  of  the 
term  absolutely.  But  to  reconcile  this,  says  Bacon  {d),  with 
the  preceding  case,  it  must  be  intended  that  in  the  assign- 
ment no  notice  is  taken  of  the  express  Umitation  affixed  to 
the  lease ;  but  that  they  joined  in  an  assignment  of  the  lease 
for  the  residue  of  the  twenty-one  years,  and  then  it  may  well 
be  construed  to  amount  to  a  confirmation  by  the  lessor 
for  that  time,  as  the  lessor  may  confirm  the  land  to  the 
lessee  for  any  longer  time,  and  thereby  enlarge  his  estate 
or  interest. 

There  is  no  objection  to  the  lease  of  a  tenant  pur  autre  vie 
being  made  to  commence  after  his  death  (e). 

If  a  party  take  possession  of  a  house  under  an  agreement 
for  a  long   term,  and,  after  having  laid  out  considerable 


(y)  Doe  dem.  Martin  v.  Watts,  2  (a)  HaU  v.  Airowmitfa,  Poph.  105. 

Term  Rep.  83;  S.C.  2  Eap.  501.    Roe  Mayowe*8  case,  1  Co.  147,  b. ;  S.  C^ 

dem.  Jordan  v.  Ward,  1  H.  Blac  97.  nom.  Kettle  v.  BfaaoDyPoph.  50;  I^uie^ 

RoedenLBmnev.Prideaax,]0£a6t,  88.    Lit  a.  529.    Co.  Lit  301,  a. 

187-8.    Doe  dem.  Collins  v.  Weller,  7  (6)  Ibid. 

Term  Rep.  478.    Doe  dem.  Tncker  v,  (c)  Li  Lampet^s  case,  10  Co.  49,  ^ 

Morse,  1  Bam.  &  Adol.  865.  (d)  3  Bac.  Ab.  398.      Bacon   on 

(i)  Ibid.    Preston    v,  liOTe,  Noy,  Leases,  p.  127. 

120.    Roe  dem.  Jordan  V.  Ward,  1  H.  (e)  Utty    Dale's   case,   Cro. 

Blac.  99.  182. 
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snins  in  repairs  and  improyements,  discover  that  the  lessor 
was  tenant  for  life  only,  it  seems  that  he  has  no  lien  on  the 
estate  for  the  expenditure  (/). 

Tenants  by  the  curtesy  (^),  and  tenants  in  dower(A),  though 
their  estates  are  quodam  modo  a  continuance  of  the 'estate 
of  their  wives,  or  husbands,  are,  for  the  purposes  of  leasing, 
considered  simply  as  tenants  for  their  own  lives ;  and,  conse- 
quently, their  demises  determine  on  their  deaths,  without 
the  possibility  of  being  confirmed  at  law  by  the  succeed- 
ing owner  of  the  reversion  (i).  Their  lessees  holding  over, 
unless  recognized  by  the  succeeding  owner  as  tenants  fix>m 
year  to  year(y),  are  merely  tenants  by  sufferance  (A);  but 
they  are  entitled,  under  the  circumstances  before  noticed  (/), 
to  the  equity  of  being  quieted  in  their  possession  for  the 
remainder  of  their  term.' 

Tenants  in  tail  after  possibility  of  issue  extinct  are  simi- 
larly circumstanced  (m). 

If  tenant  in  dower  lease  for  years,  and  marry,  her  second 
husband's  executors  are  entitled  to  the  arrears  of  rent  due 
at  his  death  (n). 

We  may  here  notice  two  legislative  provisions  for  removing 
the  difficulty  of  proving  thg  death  of  tenant  for  life,  or  of 
cestui  que  vie.  The  statute  of  19  Car.  2  (o),  after  reciting  that 
divers  lords  of  manors  and  others  had  used  to  grant  estates 
by  copy  of  court  roll,  for  opie,  two,  or  more  life  or  lives, 
according  to  the  custom  of  their  several  manors,  and  had 
also  granted  estates  by  lease  for  one  or  more  life  or  lives,  or 
else  for  years  determinable  upon  one  or  more  life  or  lives, 
and  that  it  had  often  happened  that  such  person  or  persons 
for  whose  life  or  lives  such  estates  had  been  granted  had 
gone  beyond  the  seas,  or  so  absented  themselves  for  many 

</)  Waring  v.  Maokreth,  Forr.  129.  (Jc)  Miller  v.  Maynewaring,  sap. 

ig)  Miller  v,  Maynewaring,  W.  Jo.  (Q  Ante,  p.  95. 

354 ;  S.  C^  more  fnlly  reported,  Cro.  (m)  Bowleses  case,  11  Co.79,b.80,^; 

Cir.  397.  S.  C,  nom.  Bowles  v,  Beiriey  1  Rol. 

(A)Bro.Ab.tii.Aeoeptannoe,pl.  14.  177.    Co.  lit.  28,  a. 

Br>.  Ab.  tit.  Lease,  pi.  19.  (n)  Anon  Mo.  7.  pi.  25. 

(t)  Miller  V.  Maynewaring,  sap.  (o)  19  Car.  2.  c.  6. 

(j)  Ante,  p.  96. 
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years^  that  the  lessors  and  reversioners  could  not  find  out 
whether  such  person  or  persons  were  alive  or  dead ;  by  reason 
whereof  such  lessors  and  reversioners  had  been  held  out  of 
possession  of  their  tenements  for  many  years^  after  all  the 
lives  upon  which  such  estates  depended  were  dead^  in  regard 
that  the  lessors  and  reversioners^  when  they  had  brought 
actions  for  the  recovery  of  their  tenements^  had  been  put 
upon  it  to  prove  the  death  of  their  tenants^  when  it  was 
almost  impossible  for  them  to  discover  the  same;  it  was 
enacted  {p),  that  if  the  person  or  persons  for  whose  life  or  lives 
such  estates  had  been  or  should  be  granted  should  remain 
beyond  the  seas^  or  elsewhere  absent  themselves  in  this  realm^ 
by  the  space  of  seven  years  together^  and  no  sufficient  proof 
should  be  made  of  the  lives  of  such  person  or  persons  in  any 
action  commenced  for  recovery  of  *  such  tenements  by  the 
lessors  or  reversioners^  in  every  such  case  the  person  or  per- 
sons upon  whose  life  or  lives  such  estate  should  depend  should 
be  accounted  as  naturally  dead. 

And  by  the  fifth  section  it  was  provided^  that  if  any  person 
should  be  evicted  out  of  any  lands  by  virtue  of  the  act^  and 
afterwards  if  such  person  or  persons  upon  whose  life  or  lives 
such  estate  should  depend  shou]^  return  from  beyond  seas^ 
or  should^  on  proof  in  any  action  to  be  brought  for  recovery 
of  the  same,  be  made  appear  to  be  living  or  to  have  been 
living  at  the  time  of  the  eviction,  then  the  tenant  who  was 
outed,  his  executors,  &c.,  might  re-enter  for  the  life  or  lives, 
or  so  long  term  as  the  said  person  or  persons  upon  whose  life 
or  lives  the  said  estate  should  depend  should  be  living ;  and 
should  upon  action  to  be  brought  against  the  lessors,  rever- 
sioners, or  tenants  in  possession,  or  other  persons  who  sinoe 
the  time  of  the  said  eviction  received  the  profits  of  the 
lands,  recover  for  damages  the  fiill  profits  with  interest 
for  and  from  the  time  that  he  was  outed  and  held  out 
of  the  same  by  the  said  lessors,  reversioners,  tenants,  or 
other  persons  who  after  the  said  eviction  received  the  pro- 

(p)  Sect.  2. 
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fits  of  the  said  lands,  as  well  in  tlve  case  when  the  said  person 
or  persons  upon  whose  life  or  lives  such  estate  or  estates  did 
depend  were  dead  at  the  time  of  bringing  the  action,  as  if 
the  said  person  or  persons  were  then  living. 

It  appears  that  remainder-men  were  included  within  the 
equity  of  this  statute  {q),  though  it  extended  in  terms  to 
lessors  or  reversioners  only.  But  that  consideration  is  ren- 
dered comparatively  unimportant  by  a  subsequent  act, 
directed  to  a  similar  end,  but  more  extensive,  speedy,  and 
efficient,  in  its  operation,  passed  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne(r).  This  act,  after  reciting  that  divers  persons,  as 
guardians  and  trustees  for  infants,  and  husbands  in  right  of 
their  wives,  and  other  persons,  having  estates  or  interests  de- 
terminable upon  a  life  or  lives,  had  continued  to  receive  their 
rents  and  profits  of  such  lands  after  the  determination  of 
their  said  particular  estates  or  interests,  and  that  the  proof 
of  the  death  of  the  persons  on  whose  lives  such  particular 
estates  or  interests  depended,  was  very  difficult,  and  that 
several  persons  had  been,  and  might  be,  thereby  defrauded, 
enacted  («),  that  any  person  who  hath,  or  shall  have,  any 
claim  to  any  remainder,  reversion,  or  expectancy,  after  the 
death  of  any  person  within  age,  married  woman,  or  other 
person  whatsoever,  upon  affidavit  that  he  hath  cause  to 
believe  that  such  minor,  &c.,  is  dead,  and  that  the  death 
is  concealed  by  such  guardian.  Sec.,  may  once  a  year 
move  the  Lord  ChanceUor,  and  he  is  empowered  to  order 
the  party  concealing,  or  suspected  to  conceal,  such  person,  to. 
produce  him  to  the  persons  and  in  manner  therein  men- 
tioned ;  and  that,  in  case  of  refusal  or  neglect,  the  person  so 
concealed  shall  be  taken  to  be  dead ;  and  that  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  person  claiming  any  interest  in  the  remainder, 
reversion,  or  otherwise,  to  enter  upon  the  lands  accordingly. 

The  second  section  provides,  that  if  it  shall  appear  to  the 
court,  by  affidavit,  that  the  cestui  que  vie  is  or  lately  was  at 
some  certain  place  beyond  the  seas,  the  party  prosecuting  the 

{q)  Hoinuui  v.  Exton,  Carth.246.  (r)  6  Anne,  c.  18.  (#}  Sect  1. 
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order  may  send  over  persons  to  view  sucli  cestui  qne  vie ;  and 
in  case  of  the  refusal  or  neglect  of  the  party  concealing^  or 
suspected  of  concealing^  to  produce  the  cestui  que  vie^  in 
manner  therein  mentioned^  the  cestui  que  vie  shall  be  taken 
to  be  dead;  and  that  the  party  claiming  may  enter  on  the 
lands  accordingly. 

The  third  section  provides^  that  if  it  shall  afterwards  appear 
upon  proof  that  the  cestui  que  vie  was  alive  at  the  time  of  the 
order^  then  the  party  having  the  estate  determinable  on  the 
life  may  re-enter,  and  recover  the  mean  profits. 

The  fourth  section  provides^  that  if  the  person  holding  the 
estate  determinable  on  life  shall  prove  to  the  Court  of 
Chancery  that  he  has  used  his  utmost  endeavours  but  with- 
out effect  to  procure  such  cestui  que  vie  to  appear^  and  that 
the  cestui  que  vie  is  or  was  living  at  the  time  of  the  return  to 
the  order  of  the  court  made  and  filed^  then  it  should  be 
lawful  for  such  person  to  continue  in  possession. 

And  the  fifth  section  enacts^  that  persotis  holding  orer 
after  the  determination  of  the  particular  estates  shall  be 
deemed  trespassers^  and  be  liable  to  an  action  for  damages 
for  mean  profits  accordingly. 

As  a  court  of  equity  will  not  render  its  assistance  to  a  man 
who  seeks  to  dis-affirm  his  own  lease^  if  tenant  for  life  make 
a  lease  of  coal  mines^  he  cannot  support  a  bill  with  the 
remainder-man  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  lessee  fix>m 
taking  the  coal^  although  he  allege  that  the  lease  was  made 
by  mistake^  and  was  a  forfeiture  of  his  life  estate.  If  the 
remainder-man  complain  he  must  file  a  bill  alone  (/). 

If  tenant  for  life  and  remainder-man  in  fee  concur  in 
making  a  lease  for  years^  the  deed  during  the  life  of  the 
former  operates  as  his  lease^  and  the  confirmation  of  the 
latter ;  but^  after  the  death  of  tenant  for  life,  it  is  the  lease  of 
the  remainder-man  {u) ;  for,  says  Lord  Coke  {w),  seeing  the 

(/)  Wentworth  v.  Turner,  3  Yes.  3.  2  Dy.  234,  b. ;  S.  C,  Anon.  Dal.  72. 

(tf)  Treport*s  case,  6  Co.  14,  b.  King  pL  52.    Milliner  v.  Robinson,  Mo.  682. 

V.  Bery,Poph.57.     Baker  v.  Hucking,  6  East,  102-3.    Hall  v.  ArmwanaSA, 

Hntt.  126.    Nndigate's  case.  Mo.  72 ;  Poph.  105. 

S.  C,  nom.  Newdigate  v.  Lord  Hastings,  (x)  Co.  Lit  45,  a. 
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lessors  have  seyeral  estates^  the  law  shall  construe  the  lease 
to  move  out  of  both  their  estates  respectively^  and  every  one 
to  let  that  which  he  lawfully  may  let;  and^  therefore^  a 
declaration  in  ejectment  on  a  lease  by  a  tenant  for  life  and 
remainder-man  must  be  framed  with  great  caution :  if  the 
tenant  for  life  be  livings  the  plaintiff  must  declare  on  a 
demise  by  him ;  if  not^  on  a  demise  made  by  the  remainder- 
man ;  but  in  no  case  on  the  joint  lease  of  tenant  for  life  and 
remainder-man  (y).  The  like  remarks  apply  to  a  defendant, 
who  cannot  object  to  a  declaration  on  the  ground  of  its  not 
alleging  a  joint  demise  (z). 

If  a  husband  be  tenant  for  life,  with  remainder  to  his  wife, 
her  mere  concurrence  in  the  lease  cannot  operate  as  a  con- 
firmation (a) ;  although  she  may  pass  an  interest  out  of  her 
remainder  by  pursuing  the  course  prescribed  by  the  fines 
and  recoveries  abolition  act  (6). 


VI. — Tenant  for  Term  of  Years. 

Persons  holding  terms  for  years  may,  in  like  manner, 
create  subordinate  interests  by  way  of  underlease;  and  it 
may  not  be  superfluous  to  remind  the  reader  in  this  place  of 
a  distinction  already  noticed  (c)  between  interests  of  that 
description  and  assignments. 

By  an  underlease  a  new  and  partial  estate  only  is  vested 
in  the  underlessee,  a  reversion  being  left  in  the  lessor  {d),  the 
duration  of  which  is  immaterial,  as  it  may  be  for  a  year,  a 
month,  a  day,  or  an  hour.  If  rent  be  reserved,  a  power  of 
distress  need  not  be  contained  in  the  deed,  such  power  being 

(y)  MilUner  v.  Robinson,  Mo.  682.  (a)  Friend  v.£afltabrook,2W.Blac. 

Tireport's  case,  sup.    King  v,  Bery,  1152. 

sup.  (6)  3  &  4  W.  4.  c.  74.  s.  77,  &c. ; 

(z)  Nndigate's  case,  Mo.  72 ;  S.  C,  and  see  Sect  III.  of  this  Chapter,  as  to 

nom.  Nevrdigate  v.  Lord  Hastings,  2  leases  by  husband  and  wife. 

Dy.  234,  b.,  where  Brown  and  Dyer  (c)  Ante,  p.  9,  ftw^.,  where  the  cases 

considered  the  pica  bad ;  Weston  and  on  this  subject  are  examined. 

Walshe,  i  amira;  S.  C,  Anon.  DaL  72.  (d)  Ibid. 
pL52. 
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incident  to  the  demise  at  common  law  (e).  But  as  no  privity 
exists  between  the  underlessee  and  the  original  lessor^  the 
covenants  entered  into  between  the  latter  and  the  original 
lessee,  though  they  be  covenants  which  run  with  the  land,  as 
to  pay  rent,  to  repair.  Sec.,  cannot  affect,  either  by  way  of 
right  or  liability,  the  underlessee  personally  (/).  The  land, 
however,  is  not  discharged  by  the  underlease  from  the  claims 
of  the  original  lessor,  who,  notwithstanding  the  subdemise, 
may  proceed  to  distress  or  eviction,  if  the  rent  be  in  arrear, 
or  a  forfeiture  be  incurred  by  his  lessee  (^). 

An  assignment,  on  the  other  hand,  transfers,  aa  we  have 
seen  (A),  the  whole  interest  of  the  lessee  to  the  assignee;  for, 
if  the  lessee  retain  the  smallest  reversionary  interest,  the 
instrument,  though  professing  to  be  an  assignment,  will  not 
operate  otherwise  than  as  an  underlease  (i) :  nor,  provided 
the  whole  interest  be  conveyed,  will  the  essence  of  the  deed 
as  an  assignment  be  destroyed  by  its  reserving  a  rent  to  the 
assignor,  and  a  power  of  re-entry  for  nonpayment  (*),  or  by 
its  assuming,  by  the  use  of  the  word  demise,  or  in  any  other 
respect,  the  character  of  a  lease  (/). 

In  the  case  of  an  assignment,  the  assignee  is  personally 
liable  to  the  covenants  which  run  with  the  land;  and  the 
premises  still  remain  liable  to  the  landlord's  right  of  distress 
for  arrears  of  rent.  But  this  part  of  our  subject  will  be  more 
fully  discussed  hereafter  (m). 

If  a  lessee,  on  granting  an  underlease,  desire  to  protect 


(e)  Lit.  8.  213.  Co.  Lit.  141,  b. 
142,  a.  Curtis  v.  Wheeler,  1  Mood.  & 
Malk.  493. 

(/)  Holfoi^l  V.  Hatch,  1  Dougl.  183. 
Brewer  v.  Hill,  2  Anstr.  413.  419. 
Anon.  Mo.  93.  pi.  230.  Earl  of  Derby 
V.  Taylor,  J  East,  502.  Sparkes  v. 
Smith,  2  Vem.  275  ;  S.  C.  1  Eq.  Ca. 
Ab.  47.  pi.  6.  PUkington  v.  Shaller,  2 
Vom.  374 ;  S.  C.  1  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  47, 
pi.  6.  Doe  dem.  Wyatt  v.  Byron,  1 
Man.  Gra.  &  Sc.  623.  626. 

((/)  Amsby  v.  Woodward,  6  Bam.  & 
Ores.  519;  S.  C.  9  Dow.  &  Ry.  536. 

(h)  Ante,  p.  9,  el  scq. 


(t)  Earl  of  Derby  v.  Taylor,  1  East, 
502. 

(k)  Palmer  v.  Edwards,  1  DoogL 
187,  n.  [f  59].  Doe  dem.  Freeman 
V.  Bateman,  2  Bam.  &  Aid.  168.  But 
see  Poultney  v.  Holmes,  1  Stra.  405 ; 
and  ante,  p.  9,  et  seq. 

(Q  Hicks  V.  Downing,  or  Downdng, 
alias  Smith  v.  Baker,  1  Ld.  Baym.  99; 
S.  C.  1  Salk.  1 3.  Doe  dem.  Freeman 
V.  Bateman,  sap.  Smith  v.  Mapleback, 
1  Term  Rep.  441.  Parmenter  r. 
Webber,  8  Taunt.  593;  S.  C.  2  J.  B. 
Mo.  656. 

(m)  Post,  Pai-t  the  Sixth. 
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himself  firom  tlie  consequences  of  a  breach  by  the  underlessee 
of  the  covenants  contained  in  the  original  lease^  he  must  be 
careful  to  take  firom  the  underlessee  covenants  corresponding 
with  those  contained  in  that  lease^  or  a  covenant  of  indem- 
nity against  such  breach ;  as  an  omission  in  this  particular 
will  prevent  his  recovering  firom  the  underlessee  the  costs 
incurred  by  him^  the  lessor^  in  defending  an  action  for  a 
breach  brought  against  him  by  the  original  lessor  (n).  It  is 
observable^  however^  that  Lord  Abinger^  C.B.,  in  the  case  of 
Walker  v.  Hatton  (o),  asid,  that  he  was  by  no  means  dear 
that,  even  if  there  had  been  a  covenant  to  indemnify,  the 
costs  would  have  been  recoverable,  as  that  would  only  extend 
to  costs  necessarily  incurred. 

The  underlessee  sometimes  stipulates  for  a  clause  to  pro- 
tect him  from  paying  his  rent  till  production  by  his  lessor  of 
the  superior  landlord's  receipt  for  the  chief  rent,  with  a 
provision  that  if  the  chief  rent  be  not  paid  within  a  specified 
time  after  it  shall  become  due,  the  underlessee  may  pay  it, ' 
and  that  the  superior  landlord's  receipt  shall  be  a  good  dis- 
charge {p), 

VII. — Tenant  from  Year  to  Year. 

A  tenant  firom  year  to  year  cannot  confer  by  way  of 
underlease  an  interest  exceeding  his  own  in  point  of  dura- 
tion. ^  demise  by  him  to  another,  also  to  hold  &om  year 
to  year,  is,  in  legal  operation,  a  demise  fi*om  year 'to  year 
during  the  continuance  of  the  original  tenancy  of  the  inter- 
mediate landlord(g),  and  is  properly  so  described  in  pleading, 
although  at  the  time  of  making  the  contract  no  such  qualifi- 
cation is  mentioned  (r).     But  it  seems  that  the  interest  of 


(n)  Penley  v.   Watts,  7    Mees.  &  2  Term  Rep.  425. 

Wei.   601.      Walker    v.  Hatton,    10  (q)  Pike  v.  Eyre,  9  Bam.  &  Cres. 

Mees.  &  Wei.  249,  wherein  Neale  v,  909;  S.  C.  4  Man.  ft  Ry.  661.    Browne 

Wyllie,  3  Bam.  &  Cres.  533,  was  de-  v.  Warner,   14  Yes.  412.    Oxley  v. 

dared  not  to  be  law.  James,  13  Mees.  &  Wei.  209.  212. 

(o)  Walker  v.  Hatton,  sup.  (r)  Pike  v.   Eyre,  sup.     Oxley  v. 

( />)  Roe  dem.  Gregson  v.  Harrison,  Jamesy  sup. 


104 


OF  THE  CONTRACTINO  PARTIES. 


[Part  III. 


the  underlessee  cannot  be  defeated  hj  the  mesne  lessee's 
surrendering  his  estate  in  the  premises  to  the  lessor  {s) :  nor 
can  the  underlessee's  interest  be  determined  by  the  original 
lessor's  giving  him  a  notice  to  quit:  the  notice  should  be 
given  either  by  such  lessor  to  his  lessee;  or  by  the  mesne 
lessee  to  the  underlessee  {t). 

It  is  clear  that  a  tenant  from  year  to  year  underletting 
from  year  to  year^  acquires  such  a  reversion  as  will  entitle 
him  to  distrain  for  rent  in  arrear  (t^).  And  if  a  tenant  from 
year  to  year  grant  a  lease  for  twenty-one  years^  his  executor 
may  maintain  an  action  of  covenant  upon  it  against  the 
underlessee^  though  the  breach  be  committed  after  the 
mesne  lessor's  death  {v). 


viu.— Tenant  at  Will. 

A  tenant  at  will^  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  his  estate^  is 
disqualified  from  granting  a  lease  available  against  any  one 
but  himself  (a?) ;  for  the  demise  would  amount  to  a  determina- 
tion of  the  will  (y) . 

The  operation,  however,  of  such  a  lease  upon  the  estate  of 
the  original  lessor,  being  the  owner  of  the  freehold,  has  been 
the  subject  of  some  contrariety  of  opinion.  In  the  Year 
Book,  12  E.  4  {z)y  it  is  laid  down,  and  confirmed  by  subse- 
quent authorities  (a),  that  the  lease  would  cause  a  present 
disseisin,  unless  it  were  made  to  commence  in  futuro  (i). 
But  Dyer  and  Manwood,  in  opposition  to  the  opinion  of 
Harper,  agreed  that  a  lease  by  tenant  at  will  would  not 


(«)  Pleasant  dem.  Hayton  v.  Ben- 
son, 14  East,  234.  Co.  Lit  338,  b. 
And  see  Doe  dem.  Beadon  v,  Fyke,  5 
Man.  &  Selw.  146. 

(0  Ibid. 

(tt)  Curtis  V.  Wheeler,  1  Mood,  ft 
Malk.  493.  Oxley  v.  James,  1 3  Mees. 
&  Wei.  209,  212. 

(v)  Maekayv.Mackreth,2Chit461. 

(x)  Mobs  r.  Gallimore,  1  DougL  283. 


Spark's  case,  Cro.  ElJz.  676. 

(y)  Ibid.  Sbaw  v,  Baibor,  Cro. 
Eliz.  830.  Birch  v.  Wright,  1  Term 
Rep.  382.    2  Wils.  132.     Haidr.  47. 

(z)  12  £.  4.  12.  pL  5. 

(a)  Anon.  Dal.  46,  pL  1.  Shaw  «. 
Barbor,sup.  Spark's  case,  sup.  Cooper 
V.  Cohimbell,  Noy,  56. 

(h)  Cooper  V.  ColumbeU,  sup. 


Ch.  I.  s.  II. J      WHO  lessors: TENANTS  AT  WILL^  ETC. 


105 


operate  as  a  disseisin^  but  was  void;  and  they  denied 
12  E.  4.  12  to  be  law  (c). 

These  decisions  are  scarcely  to  be  reconciled ;  but,  in  all 
probability,  the  entry  of  the  lessee  of  tenant  at  will  would, 
in  accordance  with  cases  {d)  of  later  occurrence  than  those 
before  cited,  be  determined,  at  the  present  day,  to  operate  by 
way  of  disseisin,  or  not,  at  the  election  of  the  freeholder. 
And  should  he  refuse  to  treat  the  lease  and  entry  as  a  dis- 
seisin, the  lessee,  it  is  apprehended,  would  stand  in  the 
relation  of  a  new  tenant  at  will,  until  converted  into  a  tenant 
from  year  to  year  by  acceptance  of  rent  or  other  acknow- 
ledgment of  a  yearly  tenancy. 

As  copyholders  are,  even  at  this  day,  but  tenants  at  will, 
though  according  to  the  custom  of  the  manor,  their  leasing 
capacity  may  be  noticed  in  the  next  division. 


IX. — Copyholder $. 

A  copyholder,  whatever  quantity  of  interest  he  may  have, 
is  restrained  by  the  peculiar  nature  of  his  tenure  from 
demising  his  copyhold  for  more  than  a  year,  unless  autho- 
rised by  the  custom  of  the  manor  {e),  or  the  express  license 
of  the  lord  (/).  And  of  this  poor  privilege  of  leasing  even  for 
a  year,  which  is  allowed  by  the  general  custom  of  the  king- 
dom ((g)y  it  is  said  (A),  he  may  be  deprived  by  a  particular 
custom  to  the  contrary. 


(c)  The  authority  for  this  MBertioii 
has  imfortimately  been  misktid. 

yd)  Bhinden  v.  Baugh,  Cro.  Car. 
302;  S.  C.  W.  Jo.  315.  Gerrard  i;. 
Norrifly  Latch,  53.  Fisher's  case, 
Latch,  75.  Powseley,  or  Pouseley,  v. 
Bhtckman,  or  Blakeman,  Cro.  Jac. 
659;  S.  C.  Pahn.  201;  2  RoL  284; 
S.  C.y  nom.  Poneeley  «.  Blackman,  J. 
Bridgm.  1 2.    3  Mod.  196.    Lit  8. 588. 

(€)  WellBV.Partridg,Cro.£liz.469. 
6  Vin.  Ab.  118.  WUoock's  case,  2 
Dany.  Ab.  195.  pi.  9.  1  Rol.  Ab.  508, 
1. 5.    Jackman  v,  Hoddesdon,  Cro.  Eliz. 


351 .  Kensey  v.  Blchardsoii,  Cro.  Eliz. 
728.  Crampom  v.  Freshwater,  Brownl. 
133. 

(/)  Kensey  v.  Richardson,  sap. 
Jackman  v.  Hoddesdon,  sup. 

{g)  Mathewes  v.  Weston,  W.  Jo. 
249;  S.  C,  nom.  Matliews  v.  Whetton, 
Cro.  Car.  233.  Lenthall «.  Thomas,  2 
Keb.  267.  Melwich  v.  Luter,  or  Lu- 
ther, 4  Co.  26,  a.;  S.  C.  Cro.  Eliz. 
102.  Frosel  v.  Welch,  Cro.  Jac  403. 
Combes's  case,  9  Co.  75,  b. 

(A)  1  Prest.  Abst  202. 
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In  some  manors^  the  custom  authorises  a  lease  for  three 
years  without  license  (i) ;  in  others^  a  lease  for  life  and  forty 
years  over  {k) ;  or  from  three  years  to  three  years  to  the  term 
of  twenty-one  years  (/).  In  the  manor  of  Highbury,  in  the 
County  of  Middlesex,  it  appears  that  the  custom  warrants 
the  granting  of  a  lease  for  any  term  not  exceeding  twenty- 
one  years  {m).  And  in  the  manors  of  Stepney  and  Hackney, 
in  Middlesex,  there  is  a  custom  that  the  copyholders  may 
grant  leases  without  license  from  the  lord  for  any  term  not 
exceeding  thirty-one  years  and  four  months,  ia  possession, 
so  that  such  leases  be  presented  to  the  homage,  and  entered 
on  the  rolls,  at  the  first  or  second  general  court  met  after 
the  making  thereof  (»). 

A  custom  also  that,  on  payment  of  ten  years^  rent,  the 
lord  shall  license  to  let  for  ninety-nine  years,  and  that  on 
his  refusal  the  tenant  may  lease  without  license,  has  been 
adjudged  good  (o). 

But  a  custom  that  a  copyholder  for  life  shall  lease  for  the 
life  of  another  cannot  be  maintained  {p). 

A  lease  for  a  longer  term  than  is  authorised  by  the  custom 
or  by  license  occasions  a  ground  of  forfeiture  of  the  copy- 
holder's estate  (g),  which  the  lord  may  enforce  or  waive  at  his 
option  (r).  The  rule  is  the  same  whether  the  lease  be  by  in- 
denture or  parol  (s),  or  made  to  commence  in  Juturo  (Q,  and 
even  though  the  lessee  neglect  to  enter  (t<),  or  die  before 
entry  (x).  But  the  lessee  has  a  title  against  every  one  but 
the  lord  (y) ;  and,  therefore,  if  a  copyholder  lease  the  copyhold 


(0  WeUB  V.  Partridg,  sup.  WU- 
cock's  case,  sup. 

(k)  Anon.  Mo.  8.  pi.  27. 

(0  Scriv.  Cop.  544,  3rd  ed. 

(m)  Rawstome  v.  Bentley,  4  Bro. 
C.  C.  415. 

(»)  Scriv.  Cop.  544.  3rd  ed. 

(o)  Grove  v.  Bridges,  cited  in  Por- 
phyry V.  Legingham,  2  Keb.  344. 

(p)  Anon.  Godb.  171,  case  236. 
Anon.  Mo.  8,  pi.  27.  Com.  Dig.  Copy- 
hold, (K.  3.). 

(q)  Anon. Mo.184.pl. 329.  3Aik.l41. 


(r)  Doe  dem.  Robinson  v.  Bonsfield, 
1  Carr,  &  Kir.  658;  S.C.  6  Q.B.  492. 

(«)  Jackman  v.  Hoddesdon,  Cn>. 
Eliz.  351.  East  v.  Harding,  Cro.  Elix. 
498 ;  S.  C.  Mo.  392. 

(0  Ibid.  Harding  v,  Torpin,  Hed. 
122. 

(«)  Anon.  Mo.  184.  pL  329. 

(x)  East  V.  Harding,  sup. 

(y)  Doe  dem.  Tresidder  v.  Tresid- 
dcr,  1  Q.  B.  416;  S.  C.  1  G*.  &  Dmv. 
70.  Doe  dem.  Robinson  v.  Bousfidd, 
1  Carr.  &  Kir.  558 ;  S.  C.  6  Q.  B.  492. 
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for  a  term  of  years  exceeding  the  period  allowed  by  the 
custom^  a  prior  tenant  from  year  to  year  holding  over  after 
due  notice  firom  the  lessee  to  quit^  cannot  resist  an  ejectment 
on  the  ground  of  the  lessee's  want  of  title  from  the  invalidity 
of  the  lease  (xr). 

So,  under  a  custom  authorising  a  lease  for  twenty-one 
years^  the  copyholder  cannot  make  a  lease  for  that  term  to 
commence  from  a  day  to  come  (a). 

In  the  case  of  a  feme  copyholder,  however,  a  forfeiture 
occasioned  by  her  husband's  unauthorised  lease  will  not  affect 
her  after  his  decease  {b).  And  so,  if  an  infant  copyholder 
make  a  lease  not  warranted  by  license  or  custom,  a  forfeiture 
may  be  avoided  by  his  refusal  to  confirm  it  on  attaining  his 
majority  (c). 

No  one  but  the  lord  at  the  time  the  forfeiture  accrues 
can  take  advantage  of  it :  if  he  die  before  entry  or  seizure, 
his  right  does  not  devolve  on  the  remainder-man  or  rever- 
sioner {d). 

The  license,  being  only  an  authority,  cannot  extend  beyond 
the  interest  in  the  manor  of  the  lord  who  grants  it  (e) ;  and, 
therefore,  a  lease  granted  under  a  license  will  cease  on  the 
lord's  death,  if  he  be  only  tenant  for  life ;  or  on  the  deter- 
mination of  his  term,  if  he  be  tenant  for  years  (/);  but,  as  the 
demise  is  effected  under  the  authority  of  the  lord  for  the 
time  being,  the  remainder-man  or  reversioner  of  the  manor 
cannot  enter  on  the  copyhold  for  a  forfeiture  (^).  It  is 
apprehended  that  the  law  is  the  same  though  the  lord 
granting  the  license  be  merely  tenant  at  will,  as  he  may 
dispense  with  a  forfeiture,  not  only  as  to  himself,  but  as  to 


(z)  Doe  dem.  Robinson  v.  Bousfield, 

BUp. 

(a)  O.  Bridgm.  by  Bann.  97. 

(6)  Saverne  v.  Smith,  Palm.  383 ; 
S.  C.  Cro.  Gar.  7;  BendL  131.  147,  the 
Mcond  page  of  that  number.  2  Rol. 
344.  36 1 .  Hedd  v,  Chalener,  Cro.  Eliz. 
149. 

(c)  Aahfield  v.  Ashficld,  W.Jo.  157; 
S.  C.  Latch,  199;  Godb.  364;  Noy,  92. 


(d)  Lady  Montagae*8  case,  Cro.  Jac. 
301 ;  S.  C,  nom.  Hamlen  v«  Haralen, 
1  Bulstr.  189.  Eastcourt  v.  Weeks,  1 
Salk.  186-7. 

(e)  Petty  v.  Evans,  2  Brownl.  40. 
1  Rol.  Ab.  511,  Copihold,  (K).  pi.  2. 
Munifas  v.  Baker,  1  Keb.  25. 

(/)  Ibid. 

(jjf)  Milfax  i;.  Baker,  1  Lev.  26;  S.C, 
nom.  Munifas  v.  Baker,  1  Keb.  25. 
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the  reversioner  or  remamder-man  also  {h) ;  but  a  lord  by  tort 
or  disseisin  has  not  the  same  power  (i). 

The  circumstance  of  the  license  not  extending  beyond  the 
lord's  interest  in  the  seigniory^  observes  Mr.  Serjeant 
Scriven  {k),  renders  it  expedient  that^  in  all  settlements  of 
manors  of  which  copyholds  are  holden^  but  more  particularly 
when  the  property  has  been  usually  let  on  long  leases^  or  is 
likely  to  become  improveable  by  buildings  or  otherwise,  a 
power  should  be  inserted  authorising  the  person  in  possession 
of  the  manor  for  the  time  being,  (however  limited  his  inte- 
rest,) to  grant  licenses  to  demise  for  such  period  of  time,  and 
under  such  restrictions,  as  circumstances  may  seem  to 
require;  taking  the  usual  fines,  and  conforming  in  all 
respects  to  the  custom  of  the  manor. 

A  steward  cannot,  virtute  officii,  grant  a  license  to  demise, 
though  in  full  court,  and  in  the  name  of  the  lord,  unless 
there  be  express  words  in  his  patent  to  enable  him  to  do  so, 
or  special  authority  be  given  him  by  the  lord,  or  by  some 
particular  custom ;  this  doctrine  is  supported  by  Sir  Edward 
Coke  (/),  and  C.  B.  Gilbert  (m),  but  is  denied  by  Kitchen  (n). 

No  instance  is  to  be  found  of  a  mandamus  to  the  lord  of  a 
manor  to  grant  a  copyholder  a  license  to  demise  (o).  It  is 
said  to  have  been  decided  that  he  may  be  compelled  to  do  so 
in  equity  (p) ;  but  the  authority  cited  is  by  no  means  satis- 
factory (9).  In  the  case  last  quoted,  facts  were  stated  to 
show  that  the  tenant  had  a  right  to  demise  for  any  term  not 
exceeding  three  years,  without  license,  and  that,  for  a  longer 
term,  the  lord  for  every  license  to  demise  was  entitled  to 
id.  for  every  year  of  the  term ;  but  the  Court  refused  an 
application  for  a  mandamus.  If,  however,  the  lord,  for  a 
valuable  consideration,  agree  with  his  copyholder  to  grant  a 

(A)  Milfax,  or  Munifas,  v.  Baker,  Watk.  p.  433. 

sap.  (n)  Kitch.  85,a. 

(0  Ibid.  (0)  Regina  v.  Hale,  9  AdoL  &  ElU 

(k)  Scriv.  Cop.  546,  3rd  ed.  339;  S.  C.  1  Per.  &  Day.  293. 

(0  Ck>.  Cop.  B.  44.    Co.  Law  Tr.  hy  (p)  BaUard  v.  Agard,  6  Yin.  Ab. 

Serjt  Hawkinfl,  p.  101-2.  240,  Copyhold,  (Y.  e). 

(ill)  Gilb.  Ten.  333,  and  5th  ed.  hy  (^)  Regina  v.  Hale,  sup. 
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license^  a  court  of  equity  will  decree  him  to  grant  it 
accordingly  (r). 

A  memorandum  of  the  grant  of  a  license  is  usually  entered 
on  the  Court  rolls. 

Generally  speakings  the  lord's  license  must  be  strictly 
pursued.  And^  accordingly^  it  is  held^  that  a  copyholder, 
under  a  license  to  demise  for  twenty-one  years  firom  a  time 
past,  cannot  make  a  lease  to  commence  at  a  future  day  («) ; 
or,  if  a  condition  precedent  be  annexed  to  the  license,  an 
efficient  grant  cannot  be  made  until  the  condition  be  per- 
formed (/).  A  condition  subsequent  has  a  different  opeiu* 
tion(«). 

But  the  copyholder  is  not  bound  to  grant  for  the  exact 
term  specified  in  the  license.  Though  he  cannot  demise  for 
a  longer,  he  may  for  a  shorter  period ;  for  instance,  a  license 
to  demise  for  twenty-one  years  authorises  a  lease  for  any  less 
interest  (v) .  So,  where  a  copyholder  for  life  is  licensed  to  make 
a  lease  for  twenty-one  years,  if  he  the  copyholder  should  so 
long  liye,  he  may  demise  for  the  twenty-one  years,  or  a 
shorter  term,  absolutely ;  for  the  restriction  is  no  more  than 
what  the  law  implies,  the  lease  without  any  such  limitation 
being  determined  by  the  lessor's  death.  It  is  otherwise^ 
when  the  Ucense  prescribes  that  the  lease  shall  be  limited  to 
fiye  years,  if  a  stranger  shall  so  long  live  (a?) ;  or  if  the  copy* 
holder  be  seised  in  fee ;  for  then  the  license  must  be  strictly 
pursued,  lest  the  heir  should  be  prejudiced  by  the  continuance 
of  the  lease  after  his  ancestor's  death  (y). 

If  the  license  has  been  once  exercised  and  exhausted,  a 
new  demise  cannot  be  made  without  a  new  license:  and, 
therefore,  it  seems,  that  if  a  copyholder,  having  a  license  to 
lease  for  twenty-one  years  from  Michaelmas  then  next,  make 


(r)  Hungerford  v.  Austen,  Nek.  49.  535.     Worledge  v.  Benbuxy,  Cro.  Jac. 

(«>  Jackflon  v.  Neal,  Cro.  Eliz.  395,  436. 

And  flee  O.  Bridgm.  by  Bann.  97.  (x)  Worledge  v.  Benbury,  sup.    O. 

(Q  Hall  V.  Arrowsmith,  Poph.  106;  Bridgm.  by  Bann.  205.    Haddon  v. 

S.  C,  nooL   Haddon  v.  Arrowsmith,  Arrowsmith,  or  Hall  v.  Arrowsmith, 

Cro.  Efiz.  461 ;  S.  C.  Ow.  72.  sap. 


(«)  Ibid.  (y)  Ibid, 

(v)  Goodwin  v.LonghnrRt,  Cro.  Eliz. 
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a  lease  accordingly^  and  before  Michaelmas  make  another 
lease  of  the  same  lands  for  twenty-one  years  to  commence  at 
Michaelmas  then  next^  the  second  lease^  though  void  in 
interest,  but  good  by  estoppel,  will  work  a  forfeiture,  the 
license  being  satisfied  by  the  first  {z).  This  was  the  opinion 
of  Anderson,  C.J.;  but  C.  B.  Gilbert  questions  its  propriety; 
''for,"  says  he  (a),  "the  lease  was  void  in  point  of  interest, 
and  only  worked  by  way  of  estoppel  between  the  parties;  and 
if  no  interest  passed,  how  could  it  be  a  forfeiture  ?  Yet  had 
the  first  lease  been  surrendered,  the  second  lease  would  have 
taken  efifect,  and  then  the  land  had  been  charged  with  a  lease 
without  license ;  but  till  that  happened,  the  land  was  charged 
with  nothing  in  point  of  interest :  and  this  is  not  like  the 
case  of  a  future  lease ;  for  there  the  land  is  bound  presently ; 
and  though  this  may  happen  to  be  a  charge,  yet  the  supposi- 
tion is  foreign,  and  ought  not  to  be  intended  to  work  a 
forfeiture/' 

Though  the  lease  be  voidable  by  the  lord  of  the  manor, 
the  lessor  cannot  take  advantage  of  its  not  being  warranted 
by  license  (i). 

A  license  is  not  necessary  to  an  underlease  or  an  assign- 
ment by  the  lessee  (c). 

By  custom,  a  license  to  demise,  though  not  in  terms  extend- 
ing to  the  copyholder's  assigns,  may  run  with  the  land,  and 
be  exercised  by  his  surrenderee  ((^. 

By  the  late  act  {e)  for  enabling  ecclesiastical  corporations 
aggregate  and  sole  to  grant  leases  for  long  terms  of  years, 
each  lease  granted  under  its  provisions  by  any  corporation, 
either  aggregate  or  sole,  of  any  lands  or  houses,  mines, 
minerals,  quarries,  or  beds,  of  copyhold  or  customary  tenure, 
or  of  any  watercourses,  ways,  or  easements,  in,  upon,  over, 

(z)  Anon.  Mo.  184.  pi.  329.  508.  pL  14. 

(a)  Gilb.  Ten.  219.  220.  (d)  Whitton  v.  Peacock,  3  Myl.  A. 

(6)  Downingham'B  case,  Ow.  17.  18.  K.  325.  335. 

Ashfield  v.  Ashiield,  W.  Jo.  157;  S.  C.  (e)  5  &.  6  YicL  c.  108.  See  farther. 

Latch,  199;  Noy,92;  6odb.364.    Doe  astotheproyiaonaofihisactySectlV. 

dem.  Tresidder  v,  Tresidder,  1  (^  B.  of  this  Chapter,  relating  to  leases  by 

416;  S.  C.  1  6a.  &.  Day.  70.  Ecclesiastical  corporations. 

(c)  Johnson  r.  Smart,  1   Rol.  Ab. 
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or  under,  any  such  lands,  where  the  copyhold  or  customary 
tenant  thereof  is  not  authorised  to  grant  or  make  leases 
or  grants  for  the  term  of  years  intended  to  be  created  by  such 
lease  without  the  license  of  the  lord  of  the  manor,  must  be 
made  with  the  consent  of  the  ecclesiastical  commissioners  for 
England,  and  also  of  the  lord  for  the  time  being  of  the  manor 
of  which  the  same  lands,  &c.,  shall  be  holden ;  and  such  con- 
sent shall  amount  to  a  valid  license  to  lease  the  same  lands, 
&c.,  for  the  time  for  which  the  same  shall  be  expressed  to  be 
demised  by  such  lease  (/).  The  consent  is  to  be  testified  by 
such  person  being  made  a  party  to  such  deed,  and  duly  exe* 
cuting  the  same  (ff). 

And  where  the  consent  of  the  lord  for  the  time  being  of 
any  manor  is  required,  and  he  or  she  shall  be  a  minor,  idiot, 
lunatic,  or  feme  covert,  or  beyond  seas,  the  guardian,  com- 
mittee, husband,  or  attorney,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  such  lord, 
but  in  case  of  a  feme  covert  not  being  a  minor,  idiot,  or 
lunatic,  or  beyond  the  seas,  with  her  consent  in  writing,  may 
execute  the  instrument  by  which  such  consent  is  to  be  tes- 
tified, in  testimony  of  the  consent  of  such  lord;  and  such 
execution  is,  for  the  purposes  of  the  act,  directed  to  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  an  execution  by  the  lord  of  the 
manor  (A). 

We  find  in  the  books,  that  a  copyholder's  demise  confers  a 
common  law  interest,  capable  of  supporting  an  action  of  eject- 
ment (i) .  It  is  certain  that  the  lessee  need  not  be  admitted,  as 
he  does  not  become  tenant  to  the  lord  (k).  But  upon  what 
principle  the  copyholder  can  transfer  a  portion  of  the  interest 


(/)  Sect  20. 

(g)  Sect  21. 

(4)  Sect  24. 

(t)  Melwich  v.  Later,  or  Luther,  4 
Co.  26y  a.  Cole  v.  Wall,  Cro.  Eliz. 
224;  S.  C.  2  Bnlstr.  328.  Jackson  v. 
Ned,  Cro.  Eliz.  394.  Wells  v.  Par- 
tridg,  Cro.  Eliz.  469,  the  first  page  of 
that  nnmber.  Groodwin  v.  Longhurst, 
Cro.  EUiz.  535.  Collins  v.  Harding,  Cro. 
Eliz.  623.   Spark's  ease,  Cro.  Eliz.  676 ; 


S.  C,  nom.  Sprake's  ease,  Mo.  569. 
Kensey  «.  Richardson,  Cro.  Eliz.  728. 
Turner  v.  Hodges,  HetL  126;  S.  C. 
lit  233;  Hutt  101.  Erish  v.  Rives, 
Cro.  Eliz.  717.  I>owningfaam*s  case, 
Ow.  17.  18.  Doe  dem.  Tresidder  v. 
Treeidder,  1  (^  B.  416  ;  S.  C.  1  6a.  & 
Dav.  .70.  But  see  Anon.  Poph.  188, 
and  Ever  v,  Aston,  Mo.  271. 

{k)  Watk.  Cop.  3rd  ed.  by  Vidal, 
vol.  1,  p.  368.  466. 


112 


OF  THE  CONTRACTINO  PARTIES. 


[Past  III. 


wliich  is  generaDy  admitted  to  reside  in  the  lord,  is  not  very 
clear.  They  who  endeavour  to  explain  it  by  alleging  that  the 
demise  is  valid  against  all  persons  but  the  lord(/)^  advance  an 
argument  which  appears  to  disprove  rather  than  prove  their 
position;  for^  by  admitting  the  continuing  legal  interest  in  the 
lord,  they  in  effect  deny  the  copyholder's  power  of  passing  a 
portion  of  it  to  another.  The  current  of  authority,  however, 
in  support  of  the  right  of  a  copyholder's  lessee  to  maintain  an 
ejectment  at  common  law  is  too  strong  to  be  resisted. 

In  the  case  of  a  license,  the  lease,  perhaps,  in  strictness, 
occasions  a  forfeiture,  though  the  lord  cannot  seize  or  enter, 
being  precluded  by  his  license,  which  operates  as  a  confirm- 
ation of  the  lease  (m),  or  a  dispensation  with  the  forfeiture. 
And,  hence,  if  a  copyholder  make  a  lease  for  years  with 
license,  and  die  without  heirs  (n),  or  forfeit  his  copyhold  (o), 
the  lord  cannot  disturb  the  possession  of  the  lessee. 

The  custom,  or  license,  ought  to  be  specially  shown  in 
the  declaration,  in  an  action  of  ejectment  brought  by  the 
lessee  of  a  copyholder  {p). 

It  is  amusing  to  trace  the  ingenious  devices  resorted  to  at 
various  periods  for  evading  the  required  license,  and  for  pre- 
serving at  the  same  time  the  copyholder's  estate  from  for- 
feiture. In  one  case  (9),  a  copyholder  made  a  lease  for  a  year, 
excepting  the  last  day,  and  so  from  year  to  year,  excepting  the 
last  day  of  every  year,  as  long  as  he  lived;  but  he  paid  the  pe- 
nalty of  his  artifice  by  the  forfeiture  of  his  copyhold ;  it  being 
held,  without  argument,  that  it  was  a  certain  lease  for  two 
years,  with  the  exception  of  two  days,  and,  therefore,  in  effect  a 
lease  for  more  than  one  year.    Williams,  J.,  quaintly  said  (r), 


(0  Hall  V.  Arrowsmith,  Cro.  Eliz. 
461-2.  Goodwin  v.  Longhunt,  Cro. 
EHz.  535.  Spark*B  case,  Cro.  EUz.  676. 
Aflhfield  V.  Aflhfield,  W.  Jo.  157;  S.C. 
Godb.  364.  DowninghAm's  case,  sup. 
Doe  dem.  Treaidder  v,  Tresidder,  sup. 

(m)  Anon.  Poph.  1 88. 

(n)  Turner  o.  Hodges^  Hutt  101; 
a  C.  Hetl.  126 ;  lit  233.  See  also 
Anon.  Poph.    188,  and    Johnson    v. 


Smarts  1  RoL  Ab.  518.  pi.  14. 

(o)  Swinnerton  v.  Miller,  Hob.  177. 

(j>)  Wells  V.  Partridg,  Cro.  EKz.  469. 
Kensey  v,  Richardson,  Cro.  Eliz.  728. 
Gregory  v.  Harrison,  Mo.  679.  And 
see  Doe  dem.  Tresidder  v.  Tresidder, 
sup. 

{q)  Lutterel  v.  Weston,  or  Wea- 
tome,Cro.Jac.308;  S.C.  lBu]8lr.215. 

(r)  1  Bulstr.  215. 
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that  the  lessor  had  made  a  snare  for  another^  and  bad  eatched 
himself  in  the  same. 

In  another  {s),  a  copyholder  made^  on  the  same  day^  three 
distinct  leases  for  a  year  each^  leaving  an  interval  of  two  days 
between  the  termination  of  the  one  and  the  commencement 
of  the  next  succeeding  lease;  but  this  plan  was  not  more 
successful  than  the  last :  he  forfeited  his  copyhold^  the  court 
deeming  tbe  transaction  a  fraudulent  evasion  of  the  law.  It 
was  further  held^  that  the  circumstance  of  the  lord^s  accepting 
a  surrender  from  the  lessor^  without  notice  of  the  lease^  did 
not  amount  to  a  waiver  (/). 

In  like  manner^  it  has  been  determined^  that  if  a  copyholder 
empowered  by  the  custom  to  lease  for  three  years^  lease  for 
three  years^  and  so  from  three  years  to  three  years^  till  nine 
years^  a  forfeiture  is  the  consequence^  as  the  lease  is  for  six 
years  at  the  least  (tf). 

The  reader  will  perceive  that  the  forfeiture  in  these  cases 
was  the  result  of  an  interest  being  actually  granted  by  the 
copyholder  without  license^  and  exceeding  the  period  allowed 
by  the  custom  of  the  manor.  But  if  the  excess  be  not 
actually  granted^  but  rest  merely  in  contract^  a  forfeiture  will 
be  avoided.  This  distinction^  founded  as  it  is  on  sound  prin- 
ciple^ and  jBrst  propounded  by  the  court  in  Lady  Montague's 
case  (t;)^  has  the  sanction  of  later  authority  to  give  it  the 
force  of  a  well-established  rule. 

In  the  case  alluded  to  {ai),  a  copyholder  demised  his  copy-* 
holds  for  a  year  only^  according  to  the  custom  of  the  manor, 
and  covenanted  that  the  lessee  should  enjoy  the  lands  from 
year  to  year  during  ten  years ;  and  it  was  held,  that,  although 
a  lease  for  a  year  by  a  copyholder  warranted  by  the  custom, 
and  so  from  year  to  year  during  ten  years,  would  clearly  work 

(«)  Mftthews  V.  Whetton,  Cro.  Car.  (v)  Lady  Montague's  case,  Cro.  Jac. 

233;  S.  G.,noin.  Mathewee  v.  Wheston,  301 ;  S.  C,  nom.  Hamlen  v.  Hamlen,  I 

W.Jo:  249.  Bnkir.189.  And  see  Haveigil  v.  Hare, 

(t)  Ibid.  3Bu]8tr.252.  Doe  dem.  Wood  v.  Mor- 

(«)  Wiloock's  case,  2  Danv.  Ab.  1 95.  ris,  2  Taunt.  52. 

pL  9,  tit  Copybold.     1  Rol.  Ab.  508,  {x)  Lady  Montague's  case,  sup. 
L5. 
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a  forfeiture ;  yet,  as  the  grant  of  the  copyholder  in  the  case 
in  question,  being  for  a  year  only,  with  a  covenant  for  the 
enjoyment  for  a  longer  time,  did  not  amount  to  an  actual 
demise  beyond  the  year,  the  lord  could  not  enter  for  a  for- 
feiture. 

So  in  LenthaU  v.  Thomas  {y),  where  a  copyholder  let  the 
lands  in  question  to  A.  C,  by  articles  of  agreement,  with  pro- 
mise and  covenant  to  hold  for  a  year,  according  to  the  custom 
of  the  manor,  and  so  from  year  to  year  for  five  years,  it  was 
resolved  that  the  lord  could  not  enter  for  a  forfeiture. 

To  the  same  effect  is  the  case  of  Doe  dem.  Coore  v.  Clare  (r). 
On  the  trial,  a  paper  writing  was  produced,  on  an  agreement 
stamp,  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  T.  Tidd,  of  whom  the 
lessor  of  the  plaintiff  purchased,  by  which,  after  reciting  that 
the  said  T.  Tidd  had  agreed  with  the  defendant,  that,  in  case 
he  should  become  entitled  to  the  premises,  which  were  copy- 
hold, after  the  death  of  M.  S.,  the  then  tenant  for  life,  he 
would  immediately  on  her  decease  let  the  same  to  the  defend- 
ant, on  the  terms  and  conditions  thereinafter  mentioned,  it 
was  witnessed  that  the  said  T.  Tidd  did  thereby  agree  to 
demise  and  let,  &;c.,  to  hold,  from  the  decease  of  the  said 
M.  S.,  for  the  full  term  of  twenty-one  years ;  and  he  cove- 
nanted, on  the  death  of  M.  S.,  and  on  his  becoming  entitled, 
to  procure  a  license  to  let  the  premises ;  and  for  quiet  enjoy- 
ment ;  and  the  court  were  of  opinion  that  the  instrument  in 
question  was  an  executory  agreement  only,  and  not  a  lease, 
for  two  reasons,  first,  because,  if  it  were  held  to  be  a  lease,  a 
forfeiture  woidd  be  incurred,  in  opposition  to  the  intention 
of  the  parties,  who,  they  said,  had  cautiously  guarded  against 
it  by  the  insertion  of  a  covenant  that  a  license  to  lease  should 
be  procured  from  the  lord ;  and,  secondly,  because  the  stamp 
was  conformable  to  the  nature  of  an  agreement  for  a  lease, 
and  not  adapted  to  an  absolute  lease  (a). 

(jf)  LenthaU  v.  Thomas,  2  Keh.  2G7.  (a)  As  to  the  stamp  affecting  Che 

But  see  Richards  v.  Ceely,  or  Scly,  3  construction  of   the   instmmenty  see 

Keb.  638;  S.  C.  2  Mod.  82.  post,  Part  the  fourth,  Ch.  VII,  relat- 

(z)  Doe  dem.  Coore  v. Chire,  2  Term  ing  to  renewable  leases. 
Rep.  739. 
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To  these  succeeded  the  case  of  LufFkin  v.  Nunn  (6).  There, 
a  copyholder  in  1795  demised  his  copyhold  to  J.  S.,  to  hold 
for  one  whole  year,  and,  at  the  end  of  the  said  term  of  one 
year,  from  year  to  year,  for  and  during  the  term  of  thirteen 
years  more  (in  all  fourteen  years),  if  the  lord  would  give 
license  and  consent,  and  so  as  the  same  should  not  become 
forfeited  or  liable  to  be  forfeited.  The  lease  contained  a 
covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment  diuing  the  term  aforesaid;  and 
many  covenants  and  provisoes  applicable  only  to  a  lease  for 
several  years;  and  it  was  held,  that  the  demise  conferred  an 
interest  for  one  year  certain,  and  no  more,  as  the  obtaining 
of  the  lord^s  license  (which  was  afterwards  refdsed)  consti- 
tuted a  condition  precedent  to  the  grant  of  a  further  estate. 
It  appeared  that  the  lord  of  the  manor,  in  1802,  purchased 
the  lessor's  copyhold,  and  took  a  surrender  to  the  use  of  a 
trustee  for  himself,  and  such  trustee  was  allowed  to  recover 
in  ejectment  against  the  copyholder's  tenant  after  six  months' 
notice  to  quit,  although  he  had  notice  of  the  terms  of  the 
demise  when  the  purchase  was  effected,  and  although  there 
was  an  exception  in  the  contract  of  purchase  of  aU  subsisting 
leases,  and  the  lord  afterwards  accepted  quit  rent  from  the 
tenant.  And  Lord  Eldon,  C,  also  concurring  in  the  decision 
that  there  was  no  lease  at  law  further  than  from  year  to  year, 
decreed  that  there  was  no  equity  upon  the  circumstance  of 
the  lord's  having  purchased  his  tenant's  interest  with  notice 
of  the  demise,  and  the  express  exception  of  all  subsisting 
leases,  or  agreements  for  leases  (c). 

And,  finally,  the  distinction  has  been  confirmed  by  the 
decision  of  Fenny  dem.  Eastham  v.  Child  ((t),  where  freeholds 
and  copyholds  were  demised  by  the  same  deed,  to  hold  so 
much  as  was  freehold  for  twenty-one  years,  provided  the 
lessors  so  long  Uved,  and  so  much  as  was  copyhold  for  the 
term  of  three  years  under  the  same  proviso;  reddendiun. 


(6)  Luffkin  v,  Nairn,  1  New  Rep.  (c)  11  Ves.  170. 

163;  S.  C,  nom.  Doe  dem,  Nunn  v.  (d)  Fenny  dem.  £aBtham  v.  Child, 

LuffkiD,  4  East,  221 ;  S.  C.  1  Smith,  2  Mau,  &  Selw.  255.    And  see  lUw- 

DO ;  11  Ve».  170.  storne  v.  Bentley,  4  Bro.  C.  C.  415. 

f  ^ 
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during  the  said  term  of  twenty-one  yeaxs,  the  yearly  rent  of 
SI/.  10s. ;  and  by  the  indenture^  (after  several  covenants^) 
reciting  that  it  was  thereby  agreed  that^  for  the  said  yearly 
rent  of  31Z.  10^.^  and  under  the  said  covenants^  the  defendant 
might  hold  the  premises^  as  well  copyhold  as  freehold^  for  the 
term  of  twenty-one  years  to  commence  as  aforesaid  as  if  that 
demise  had  been  so  made>  but  that  the  copyholds  were  not 
grantable  for  any  longer  term  than  three  years  successiyely, 
the  lessors  covenanted  with  the  defendant^  that  they  would 
within  three  months  next  before  the  expiration  of  the  said 
term  of  three  years^  under  the  like  covenants^  and  without 
any  increase  of  rent^  execute  to  the  defendant  a  new  lease  of 
the  said  copyholds  for  three  years,  to  commence  after  the 
expiration  of  the  former  term  of  three  years,  and  so  totieg 
quottes  until  the  term  of  twenty-one  years  was  expired;  and 
it  was  agreed  that  until  such  new  lease  should  be  executed, 
the  defendant  should  quietly  enjoy  both  freeholds  and  copy- 
holds for  the  term  of  twenty-one  years;  the  court  again 
recognized  the  difference  between  an  actual  demise,  and  a 
covenant ;  and  decided  that  the  instrument  in  question  ope- 
rated, as  to  the  copyholds,  as  a  lease  for  three  years  only, 
with  an  executory  contract  for  the  remainder  of  the  term ; 
observing  that  it  was  a  covenant  for  such  a  lease  as  might  be, 
and  not  a  lease  for  such  an  estate  as  could  not  be  granted;  and 
that  a  contrary  construction  would  create  a  forfeiture  of  the 
lessor's  estate,  which  was  never  contemplated  by  the  parties. 

From  these  cases  it  will  be  seen  how  anxiously  the  courts 
in  construing  such  doubtAil  instruments  avail  themselves  of 
slight  words  or  circimistances  to  prevent  a  forfeiture,  which, 
according  to  the  authorities  (e),  is  considered  odious  in  law. 

We  may  here  notice  that  the  previous  admission  of  the 
copyholder  is  not  essential  to  the  validity  of  his  demise  (/). 

Unless  there  be  a  special  custom  to  the  contrary,  the 
husband's  lease  will  take  precedence  of  the  widow's  free- 

(e)  Moody  v.  Gamon,    Mo.  848;      S.C.,  noin.Wood  v.  Germons^Cio.  Jar. 
S.  C.  1  Rol.  330.  367  ;  S.  C,  nom.      390.    Sanders  v.  Pope,  12  Vee.  290. 
Moodie  «.  Gamanoe,  3  Bolstr.  153;  (/)  Bullock  v.  Dibley,  Mo.  596. 
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bench;  for  he  comes  under  the  custom^  and  hj  the  lord's 
hcense,  as  well  as  the  feme  {ff). 

By  articles  of  agreement  under  hand  and  seal^  after  re- 
citing an  agreement  for  letting  certain  copyhold  premises  to 
one  Price  for  twenty-one  years  from  the  25th  of  March,  1820 ; 
that  it  had  been  agreed  that  the  defendant  should  be  accepted 
as  tenant  in  lieu  of  Price ;  that  the  plaintiff  was  willing  to  let 
them  to  him  as  soon  as  a  license  for  the  purpose  should  be 
granted  to  him  by  the  lord  of  the  manor,  but  not  before ;  the 
plaintiff,  in  consideration  of  the  covenants  and  agreements 
thereinafter  contained  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  covenanted, 
that,  when  and  so  soon  as  a  license  should  have  been  pro- 
cured by  the  plaintiff  from  the  lord  of  the  manor,  he  would 
lease  the  premises  to  the  defendant  for  the  residue  of  the 
term  of  twenty-one  years,  to  be  computed  from  the  25th  of 
March,  1820;  and  the  defendant  covenanted  thenceforth 
during  the  residue  of  the  said  term  to  pay  the  rent,  and 
during  the  term  thereby  agreed  to  be  granted  to  pay  all  taxes, 
and  from  time  to  time  during  the  term  to  be  granted  as  afore^ 
said  to  repair  the  premises ;  and  the  plaintiff  also  covenanted 
for  quiet  enjoyment  during  the  remainder  of  the  term :  the 
defendant  entered  into,  and  retained  undisturbed  possession 
of,  the  premises  till  the  term  expired  by  effluxion  of  time ;  but, 
as  the  lease  was  never  granted,  nor  license  obtained,  he  con- 
tended that  he  was  not  liable  to  an  action  of  covenant  for 
not  keeping  the  premises  in  repair:  but  it  was  held,  that 
the  parties  evidently  intended  to  covenant  with  each  other, 
independently  of  the  lease  to  be  afterwards  granted;  and 
that  the  defendant,  having  had  the  full  benefit  which  he  could 
have  enjoyed  imder  the  lease,  could  not  dispute  his  liability 
on  the  covenant  because  the  lease  was  not  granted  (h). 

The  anomalies  connected  with  this  branch  of  the  law  did 
not  escape  the  vigilance  of  the  Ileal  property  commissioners, 
who,  considering  the  impediments  thrown  in  the  way  of  im- 

(g)  Fareley*B   case,  Cro.  Jms.  36  ;      Salisbury  dem.  Cooke  v.  Hurd,  Cowp. 
S.  C,  nom.  Holder  v.  Farley,  Mo.  768.      481. 
Dugworth  V.  Radford,  W.  Jo.  462.  (^)Pi»tor  v.Cater,9Mees.&W.315. 
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provement  by  the  present  system^  recommended  (i)  tliat  a 
power  should  be  given  to  the  copyhold  tenant  to  grant  a  lease 
at  rack  rent  for  twenty-one  years^  out  of  his  own  interest^ 
without  the  license  of  the  lord ;  a  recommendation^  howeyer^ 
that  haa  not  been  adopted. 

By  the  late  act^  passed  in  consequence  of  their  suggestions  {k)y 
lords  of  manors  and  their  tenants  were  empowered  to  enter 
into  an  agreement  for  the  commutation  of  the  lord's  rights 
for  the  payment  of  an  annual  sum  by  way  of  rent-charge  on 
the  lands  in  respect  of  which  the  commutation  or  enfiranchise- 
ment  might  be  made.  And  it  was  provided  {l),  that  every 
tenant  or  occupier  who  should  pay  any  such  rent-chai^^ 
or  any  expenses  legally  chargeable  under  the  act  upon  the 
land  of  which  he  should  be  such  tenant  or  occupier^  should 
be  entitled  to  deduct  the  amount  from  the  rent  payable  by 
him  to  his  landlord^  and  should  be  allowed  the  same  in 
account  with  his  said  landlord. 

And  a  right  of  distress  was  given  {m)  to  the  person  entitled 
to  the  rent-charge  in  case  it  should  be  in  arrear  for  twenty- 
one  days  after  any  half-yearly  day  of  payment,  ten  dayV  notice 
in  writing  being  given  or  left  at  the  usual  or  last  known  resi- 
dence of  the  tenant  in  possession ;  provided  that  not  more  than 
two  years'  arrears  should  at  any  time  be  recoverable  by  distress. 

By  another  act  {n)  made  to  amend  and  explain  the  act  of 
4  &  5  Vic.  c.  85,  an  enfranchisement  may  be  made,  either 
wholly  or  in  part,  for  the  consideration  of  a  grant  of  an  annual 
rent  in  fee  to  be  thenceforth  charged  on  and  issuing  out  of 
the  lands  enfranchised;  and  any  commutation  or  enfranchise- 
ment may  be  made,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  for  the  consider- 
ation of  a  conveyance  of  lands  parcel  of  the  same  manor  as 
the  lands  commuted  or  enfranchised,  and  subject  to  the  same 
uses  and  trusts  as  the  lands  commuted  or  enfi^uichised  shall 

(0  3rd  Real  property  report,  p.  19.  such  rights,  and  for  faciliUting  the 

(Ic)  4  &  5  Vict  c.  35,  entitled  ^  An  enfiranchiaement  of  each  lands,  and  for 

act  for  the  commutation  of  certain  the  improvement  of  such  tennzes.** 

manorial  rights  in  respect  of  lands  of  (Q  Sect  45. 

copyhold  and  customary  tenm-e,  and  (w)  Sect.  47. 

in  respect  of  other  lands  subject  to  (n)  6  Vict.  c.  23. 
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be  subject  to  at  the  time  of  such  commutation  or  enfranchise- 
ment (o);  and  the  annual  rent  so  granted  shall  be  a  rent- 
service^  ond  thenceforth  parcel  of  and  appendant  and  appur- 
tenant to  the  same  manor  as  the  lands  enfranchised  {p). 

If  the  person  for  the  time  being  seised  in  possession  of 
such  annual  rent^  or  entitled  to  the  receipt  thereof^  shall  be 
so  seised  or  entitled  for  a  particular  estate^  (whether  such 
estate  shaQ  have  been  subsisting  at  the  time  of  the  enfran- 
chisement of  such  lands  or  not,)  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him, 
whether  he  shall  be  so  seised  or  entitled  in  actual  possession, 
or  in  remainder  or  reversion  expectant  on  the  determination 
of  any  estate  for  a  term  of  years,  to  divide  and  apportion 
such  annual  rent,  and  to  declare  what  part  and  proportion 
thereof  shall  be  thenceforth  severally  charged  upon  each  of 
the  respective  parcels  of  such  lands  between  which  such 
apportionment  is  intended  to  be  made,  and  after  such  appor- 
tionment such  annual  rent  shall  be  chargeable  upon  and 
payable  out  of  such  lands  only,  and  in  such  parts  and  pro- 
portions only  as  shall  be  so  declared.  Provided  nevertheless, 
that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  so  seised  or  entitled 
in  respect  of  an  undivided  share  only  of  such  annual  rent  to 
divide  and  apportion  such  annual  rent,  unless  the  person  for 
the  time  being  enabled  either  by  the  act  or  otherwise  to 
divide  and  apportion  the  same,  as  respects  the  other  undivided 
share  thereof,  shall  join  in  dividing  and  apportioning  such 
annual  rent  (9). 

If  the  person  seised  of  such  lands  in  possession,  or  entitled 
to  the  receipt  of  the  rents,  issues,  and  profits  thereof,  shall  be 
so  seised  or  entitled  for  a  particular  estate,  (whether  such 
estate  shall  have  been  subsisting  at  the  time  of  the  enfran- 
chisement of  such  lands  or  not,)  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him, 
whether  he  shall  be  so  seised  or  entitled  in  actual  possession, 
or  in  remainder  or  reversion  expectant  on  the  determination 
of  any  estate  for  a  term  of  years,  and  with  the  consent  of  the 
Copyhold  commissioners,  to  concur  in  any  division  or  appor- 

(0)  Sect  1.  (p)  Sect  2.  (q)  Sect.  4. 
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tionment  of  such  annual  rent^  and  to  agree  what  part  and 
proportion  thereof  sliall  be  thenceforth  severally  charged  upon 
each  of  the  respective  parcels  of  such  lands  between  which 
such  apportionment  is  intended  to  be  made:  Provided  never- 
theless that  it  shall  not  be  lawfiol  for  any  person  so  seised  or 
entitled  in  respect  of  an  undivided  share  only  of  such  lands 
to  concur  in  or  agree  to  any  such  division  or  apportionment, 
unless  the  person  for  the  time  being  enabled  either  by  the 
act  or  otherwise  to  concur  in  such  division  or  apportionment 
as  respects  the  other  undivided  share  of  such  land  shall 
concur  in  or  agree  to  such  apportionment  (r). 

It  is  farther  provided  {s)  that  a  sub-lessee  under  any  sub- 
lease,  his  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  shall  not,  in 
consequence  of  any  charge  under  the  act,  either  with  an 
annual  rent,  or  in  consequence  of  any  apportionment  under 
the  act  either  of  an  apportioned  annual  rent,  or  of  any  rent 
reserved  in  any  lease,  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  any 
greater  sum  of  money  than  he  would  have  been  subject  or 
liable  to  if  such  charge  or  apportionment  had  not  been  made. 

If,  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance  under  the  act,  in  consi- 
deration either  wholly  or  in  part  of  the  commutation  or 
enfranchisement  of  any  lands  held  by  copy  of  court  roll, 
there  shall  be  subsisting  in  the  lands  so  conveyed  any  lease, 
(not  being  an  underlease),  the  lessee  under  such  lease,  his 
executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  shall  pay,  observe, 
and  keep,  to  and  with  the  person  to  whom  such  lands  shall 
be  so  conveyed,  or  other  the  person  for  the  time  being  seised 
of  or  entitled  to  such  lands  expectant  on  the  determination 
of  such  lease,  and  his  executors  or  administrators,  the  rent, 
reservations,  covenants,  conditions,  and  agreements,  respect- 
ively reserved  and  contained  in  such  lease,  or  such  and  so 
many  or  such  part  of  the  rent,  reservations,  covenants,  con- 
ditions, and  agreements,  respectively  reserved  and  contained 
in  such  lease,  as  are  or  ought  to  be  thenceforth  respectively 
paid,  observed,  and  kept,  in  respect  of  the  lands  so  conveyed; 

(r)  Sect  5.  («)  Sect.  8. 
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and  the  person  to  whom  such  lands  shall  be  so  conyeyed,  or 
Other  the  person  so  for  the  time  being  seised  of  or  entitled, 
shaU  and  may  £rom  time  to  time  make  or  bring  all  such 
distresses^  actions,  suits,  or  entries,  for  non-payment  of  such 
rent  or  reservations,  or  for  non-performance  of  the  covenants, 
conditions,  and  agreements,  in  such  lease  respectively  reserved 
and  contained,  as  could,  in  case  such  conveyance  had  not 
been  made,  have  been  made  or  brought  by  the  person  making 
such  conveyance,  or  other  the  person  for  the  time  being 
seised  of  or  entitled  to  the  reversion  expectant  on  the  deter- 
mination  of  such  lease;  and  that  in  all  such  distresses, 
actions,  suits,  and  entries,  the  rent,  reservations,  covenants, 
conditions,  and  agreements,  in  such  lease  reserved  and  con- 
tained on  the  part  of  the  lessee,  his  executors,  administrators, 
or  assigns,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  annexed  to  an 
immediate  reversion  vested  in  the  person  to  whom  such  lands 
shall  be  so  conveyed,  or  other  the  person  for  the  time  being 
80  seised  of  or  entitled  to  such  lands  (/). 

And  if  at  the  time  of  any  commutation  or  enfranchisement 
under  the  act  of  4  &  5  Vic.  c.  35,  or  under  the  act  of 
6  &  7  Vic.  c.  23,  of  any  lands,  there  shall  be  subsisting  in 
such  lands  any  lease,  (not  being  an  underlease,)  the  lessee 
under  such  lease,  his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns, 
shall  pay,  observe,  and  keep,  to  and  with  the  person  for  the 
time  being  seised  of  or  entitled  to  the  lands  so  commuted  or 
enfranchised,  and  his  executors  or  administrators,  the  rent,  re- 
servations, covenants,  conditions,  and  agreements,  respectively 
reserved  and  contained  in  such  lease,  or  such  and  so  many  or 
such  part  of  the  rent,  reservations,  covenants,  conditions,  and 
agreements,  respectively  reserved  and  contained  in  such  lease, 
as  are  or  ought  to  be  thenceforth  respectively  paid,  observed, 
and  kept,  in  respect  of  the  lands  so  commuted  or  enfranchised; 
and  the  person  for  the  time  being  seised  of  or  entitled  to  the 
lands  so  commuted  or  enfranchised  shall  and  may  from  time 
to  time  make  or  bring  all  such  distresses,  actions,  suits,  or 

(0  Sect  9. 
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entries^  for  non-payment  of  snch  rent  or  reservations,  or  for 
non-performance  of  the  coTenants,  conditions,  and  agreements, 
in  such  lease  respectiyely  reserved  and  contained,  as  could 
have  been  made  or  brought  by  the  person  who  would  for 
the  time  being  have  been  entitled  to  the  lands  so  commuted 
or  enfiranchised  in  case  such  commutation  or  enfranchisement 
had  not  been  made ;  and  in  aU  such  distresses,  actions,  suits, 
and  entries,  the  rents  or  reservations,  covenants,  conditions, 
and  agreements,  in  such  lease  reserved  and  contained  on  the 
part  of  the  lessee,  his  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns, 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  annexed  to  an  immediate 
reversion  vested  in  the  person  for  the  time  being  seised  of  or 
entitled  to  the  lands  so  commuted  or  enfranchised  («). 


X. — Tenant  at  Sufferance. 

A  mere  tenant  at  sufferance  has  no  demisable  estate ;  at 
least  as  against  any  one  but  himself  (a?). 


XI. — Tenant  by  Elegit;  Statute  Merchant;  Statute  Staple; 
and  Recognizance  in  nature  of  a  Statute  Staple. 

The  lease  of  tenant  by  elegit,  statute  merchant,  statute 
staple,  and  tenant  in  possession  under  a  recognizance  in  the 
nature  of  a  statute  staple,  partake  of  the  precarious  nature  of 
the  lessor's  interest,  and  is  determinable  at  law  by  payment 
of  the  sum  for  which  the  lands  were  originally  extended. 
But  equity  has  sometimes  adopted  a  different  rule.  In  an 
early  case  (y),  one  Hudson  gave  a  judgment  for  400/.  to  the 
defendants,  who  were  executors  of  one  Short,  to  secure  a  debt 
of  220/.  due  from  Hudson  to  Short.  Hudson  afterwards 
devised  certain  premises  to  the  plaintiff,  and  died;  and  after 
his  death  the  executors  of  Short  extended  a  moiety  of  the 

(u)  Sect  10.  Belcher,  3  East,  451. 

(:r)  Shopland  v,  Rydler,  Cro.  Jac.  (y)  Doughty  v.  Stiles,  Rep.  temp. 

5.5,  Arjft  Thunder  dem.  Weaver  v.      Finch,  115. 
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landB  BO  devised^  and  leased  the  same  for  seven  years  at  a 
yearly  rent  of  2,bL  The  plaintiff  exhibited  his  bill  against 
them  to  be  reUeyed  against  the  judgment^  and  to  redeem  the 
lease^  and  to  bring  the  executors  to  an  account ;  but  it  was 
held  that  the  lease  ought  not  to  be  impeached.  The  executors^ 
however,  were  decreed  to  account  for  certain  goods  sup- 
plied by,  and  money  received  of,  Hudson  by  their  testator, 
and  for  the  profits  of  the  lands  before  the  lease,  and  for  the 
rent  of  25^.  per  annum  after  it.  And  it  was  further  decreed, 
that,  on  paying  what  was  due  to  the  defendants,  they  should 
acknowledge  satisfaction  on  the  judgment,  and  release  and 
convey  the  extended  premises  to  the  plaintiff,  firee  firom  all 
incumbrances  made  by  them,  except  the  lease. 

Under  Afierifadas,  the  debtor's  term  for  years  remains  in 
him  until  an  actual  assignment  by  the  sheriff;  and,  therefore, 
a  purchaser  of  it  cannot  make  a  valid  lease  of  the  legal  estate 
before  such  assignment  (z). 


XII. — Cesttii  que  trust. 

A  cestui  que  trust,  having  only  an  equitable  estate  is,  of 
course,  incapable,  without  the  concurrence  of  his  trustee,  of 
conferring  a  legal  interest  (a).  His  demise  may  operate  by 
way  of  estoppel  (J),  or  give  a  good  title  in  equity;  but  such 
a  tenancy  is  too  precarious  to  be  relied  on ;  for  the  lessee, 
being  deemed  at  'law  a  mere  trespasser  as  against  the  trus- 
tee (c),  is  liable  to  eviction  at  law  without  previous  notice  to 
quit ;  and  must  seek  for  redress  in  equity.  It  is  the  better 
opinion  that  the  statute  1  Rich.  3.  c.  1.  is  now  destitute  of 
all  operation  whatever  {d). 

For  the  purpose  of  security,  therefore,  both  trustee  and 

(2)  Fbkyhar  v.  Musgrove,  14  Mecs.  Term  Rep.  487.  492. 

&  W.  239;  S.  C.  3  Dowl.  &  Lown.  72.  (d)  1  Rich.  3.  c.  1.    Sec  the  Ist 

(a)  As  to  leaacB  by  trustees,  see  Chap,  m  Sanders  on  Uses,  and  parti- 
post  Sect  IV.  of  this  Chapter.  cularly  p.  45,  4th  cd.;  and  p.  42,  5th 

(6)  See  as  to  fistoppel,  ante,  p.  52.  ed.  by    Sanders    and   Warner ;    and 

(c)  Plowd.  349.     Blake  r.  Foster,  8  Gilb.  on  Uses,  by  Sugd.  p.  67,  u. 
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cestui  que  trust  should  concur  in  a  demise^  as  in  the  case  of  a 
mortgagor  and  mortgagee  (e).  The  trustee  should  '^demise 
and  lease^^'  and,  on  the  part  of  the  cestui  que  trusty  words  of 
demise  should  be  inserted^  as  well  as  words  of  consent  and 
approbation.  K  there  be  several  eestuis  que  trusty  the  con- 
currence of  all  should  be  obtained ;  for  if  a  trustee  under  a 
will  concur  with  some  but  not  all  of  the  eestuis  que  trust  in 
making  a  lease^  which  recites  part  only  of  the  trusts^  the 
lessee  cannot  hold  in  opposition  to  the  other  eestuis  que  trust, 
not  parties  to  the  lease:  the  circumstance  of  the  recital 
rendering  it  incumbent  on  him  to  make  further  inquiry,  he 
is  considered  as  having  had  notice  of  the  title  of  the  other 
claimants  under  the  will  (/). 

The  rent  should  be  reserved  generally  during  the  term, 
without  specifying  to  whom ;  leaving  the  law  to  give  it  its 
due  appropriation  (^). 

And  the  covenants,  to  make  them  run  with  the  land, 
should  be  entered  into  with  the  trustee  (h). 


Section    III. — ^With    reference   to    number    and 

CONNECTION. 


I . — Jaint'tenants. 

Joint-tenants,  holding  (according  to  the  technical  phrase) 
per  my  et  per  tout  (i),  enjoy  a  singular  and  anomalous  species 
of  tenure.  During  their  joint  ownership  they  constitute  but 
one  tenant  of  the  whole  land,  and  are  then  said  to  be  seised 
per  tout;  but,  for  the  purposes  of  alienation,  each  has  an 
exclusive  right  to  and  dominion  over  a  moiety ;  and  in  this 
sense,  adopting  Lord  Coke's  exposition  (^),  which  is  more 

(e)  Post,  Sect  III.  of  this  Chapter.  393.     Stokes  v.  RoflBell,  3  Term  Rep. 

(/)  Malpas  V.  Ackland,  3  Russ.  273.  678.    Ruaaell  v.  Stokes,  I  H.  Blac  562. 

ig)  Whitiock's  case,  8  Co.   fo9,  b.  (t)  Lit  s.  288.    2  Bla.  Com.  182. 

71,  a.  (it)  Co.  Lit.  186,  a. 
{h)  Webb  V,  Rtueell,  3  Term  Rep. 


r 


/ 
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simple  and  intelligible  than  Littleton's  (/)^  or  Blaekstone's(9it)^ 
must  be  understood  the  expression  that  joint-tenants  are 
seised  or  possessed /^er  my. 

To  illustrate  this  position :  If  there  be  two  joint-tenants^ 
and  one  of  them  make  a  lease  of  the  whole  land  at  one  time^ 
and  the  other  make  a  lease  of  the  whole  land  at  another  time 
of  the  same  day^  the  moiety  only  of  each  joint-tenant  will 
pass.  Each  of  them,  being  seised  per  my  et  per  tout,  may 
make  a  lease  of  the  whole,  but  no  more  than  his  moiety  will 
be  affected  by  it.  The  terms  granted,  as  they  arise  irom  the 
several  interests  of  several  persons,  will  be  several  and  dis- 
tinct, though  the  same  in  point  of  duration  (ti).  Joint- 
tenants  may,  therefore,  join  in  demising  their  estate,  or 
either  of  them  may  demise  his  own  undivided  share  to  a 
stranger,  or  to  his  companion  (o).  So,  where  there  are  more 
than  two,  either  of  them  alone  may  grant  his  share  singly,  or 
concur  with  any  other  or  others  in  granting  their  shares 
jointly.  If  two  of  three,  for  instance,  join  in  a  lease,  two 
undivided  thirds  of  the  land  will  pass  {p). 

Joint-tenants  usually  concur  in  demising,  with  one  red- 
dendum; the  lessee's  covenants  being  entered  into  with  them 
and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  or  their  executors,  administrators, 
and  assigns,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  reversion;  but 
without  any  words  of  severance. 

We  may  consider  the  quality  of  a  lease ;  first,  where  joint- 
tenants  concur  in  granting  it ;  and,  secondly,  where  either  of 
them  separately  leases  his  own  portion. 

1.  Where  they  concur,  the  lessee's  interest  continues 
notwithstanding  the  decease  of  either  of  the  lessors,  and  the 
whole  rent  is  payable  to  the  survivor  (9).  So,  if  the  lease  be 
at  wiU,  the  death  of  one  of  the  lessors  does  not  operate  as  a 
countermand  of  the  tenancy,  even  for  a  moiety.    All  survives 

</)  lit  B.  288.  (!>)  Philpott  v.  Dobbinson,  3  Mo.  & 

(m)  2  Bhk  Com.  182.  Pa.  320. 

(n)  Morm  V.  Bany,  1  Wiifl.  1 .  And  {q)  Henstead's  case,  5  Co.   10,  b. 

see  Belfinghaiii  v.  Alaop,  Cro.  Jac.  53.  Doe  dem.  Aslin  v.  SimmieTsetty  1  Bam. 

(o)  Co.   lit.    186,    a.    Jurdain    r.  &  Adol.  135. 140. 
Steere,  Cro.  Jac.  83. 
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to  the  other;  and,  if  the  lessee  continue  his  possession,  the 
survivor  may  maintain  an  action  for  the  whole  rent  on 
account  of  the  privity  (r).  If  two  or  more  joint-tenants 
make  a  lease  by  parol,  or  deed-poU,  reserving  rent  to  one  of 
them,  the  reservation  will  enure  to  both  in  respect  of  the 
joint  reversion  («).  If,  however,  the  lease  be  by  indenture, 
reserving  rent  to  one,  the  other  will  be  precluded  by  estoppel 
from  disputing  the  reservation  (/).  But  if  one  joint-tenant 
in  fee  take  a  lease  for  years  from  a  stranger  by  deed  indented, 
and  die,  the  survivor  will  not  be  bound  by  the  conclusion  or 
estoppel ;  because  he  claims  above  and  not  under  it  (ti). 

Though  the  title  as  well  as  the  estate  of  joint-tenants  is 
undivided,  yet  each  has  his  own  particular  portion.  Their 
joint  demise  operates  to  a  certain  extent  as  a  demise  by  each 
of  his  share ;  and,  therefore,  one  of  several  joint-tenants  who 
had  joined  in  a  demise'  from  year  to  year,  on  giving  due 
notice  to  quit,  may  recover  his  several  share  in  ejectment  on  his 
several  demise,  without  the  concurrence  of  his  co-tenants  (x). 
But  the  true  character  of  a  tenancy  firom  year  to  year  under 
a  joint  demise  by  joint-tenants  is  not  that  the  tenant  holds 
of  each  the  share  of  each  so  long  as  he  and  each  shall  please, 
but  that  he  holds  the  whole  of  all  so  long  as  he  and  all 
shall  please.  It  is  competent,  therefore,  to  either  of  the 
lessors  to  put  an  end  to  the  tenancy  as  to  the  whole  (y) ;  and 
an  ejectment  may  be  maintained  on  the  joint  demise  of  all 
the  lessors,  though  the  notice  to  quit  be  given  by  one  of  them 
only(2r). 

In  the  case  of  Bight  v,  Cuthell  (a),  where  the  premises  in 
question  had  been  demised  for  a  term  of  twenty-one  years, 
subject  to  a  proviso,  that,  in  case  either  landlord  or  tenant, 

• 

(r)  Henstead's  case,  sup.  (x)  Doe  dem.  Whayman  v.  Chaplin, 

(8)  Sacheverel  v.  Frogate,  1  Vent  3  Taunt.  120.    Doe  dem.  Afilin  v.  Sum- 

161 ;  S.  C.,nom.  Saeheverell  v.  Walker,  mersett,  1  Bam.  &  Adol.  135. 

Freem.  K.  B.  16.    Lit  8. 346.   Co.  Lit.  (y)  Doe  dem.  Aslin  v.  Sommenett, 

47,  a.  192,  a.  aup. 

(0  Sacheverel  V.  Frogate,  or  Walker,  (z)  Ibid, 

sup.    Co.  Lit.  47,  a.  192,  a.  214,  a.  (a)  Bight  dem.  Fishery.  Cntheil,  5 

Lit  8.  346.  EHp.  149 ;  S.  C.  5  East,  491. 

(u)  Co.  Lit  185,  a. 
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or  their  respectiye  heirs^  executors^  &c.^  should  be  desirous 
at  the  expiration  of  the  first  seyen  or  fourteen  years  of  the 
term  to  determine  the  lease^  and  should  giro  six  months' 
previous  notice  in  writing  under  his  or  their  respective  hand 
or  hands  to  or  for  the  other  or  others,  or  for  the  heirs, 
executors,  &c.,  of  the  other  or  others  of  them,  the  term  should 
cease ;  and  the  lessor  died,  having  appointed  Fisher,  Nash, 
and  Hyrons,  his  executors,  it  was  held  that  notice  given  to 
the  tenant  by  Fisher  and  Nash,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and 
Hyrons,  who  was  abroad,  to  quit  the  premises  at  the  end  of 
the  first  fourteen  years  of  the  term,  was  not  sufficient.  It 
will  be  observed  that  in  this  case  the  specific  mode  of  putting 
an  end  to  the  term  required  the  concurrence  of  all  the  joint- 
tenants,  and  that  this  mode  was  not  pursued,  a  circumstance 
which  distinguished  it  firom  Doe  dem.  Aslin  v.  Summersett(d). 

If  an  entire  rent  be  reserved  on  a  joint  demise,  one  of  the 
lessors  alone  cannot  maintain  an  action  of  debt  for  it  (c).  He 
may  distrain ;  but  then  he  must  avow  in  his  own  right,  and 
as  bailiff  to  his  co-tenant,  to  whom  he  is  accountable  (rf). 
Payment,  however,  to  one  is  payment  to  all  (e). 

2.  One  joint-tenant,  as  we  have  seen,  may  lease  his 
share  of  the  estate,  in  opposition  to  the^  express  wish  of  his 
companion.  And,  as  each  of  several  joint-tenants  in  fee,  or 
for  their  lives,  has  an  estate  not  only  for  his  own  life,  but  for 
his  companion's  too,  he  may  grant  a  lease  for  years  of  his  own 
share  to  commence  at  a  future  day,  nay  even  after  his  death  (/), 


(b)  1  Bam.  &  Adol.  141. 

(0  Co.  lit.  180,  b.     Lit  8.  311. 

(d)  Bonoyon  v.  Palmer,  6  Mod.  71 ; 
S.  C,  nom.  PuUen  v.  Palmer,  5  Mod. 
150;  Carth.  328;  3  Salk.  207.  And 
see  Stedman  «?.  Bates,  1  Ld.  Raym.  64 ; 
S.  C.  1  Salk.  3d0 ;  S.  C,  nom.  Sted- 
man V.  Page,  or  Page  v.  Stedman,  5 
Mod.  141;  Carth.  364.  See  also  De- 
charma  v.  Honrood,  10  Bing.  526. 

(0  Ibid. 

(/)  Harbin  v.  Barton,  Mo.  395  ; 
S.  C.  Goldesb.  1 B7 ;  S.  C,  nom.  Harbin 
V.  Loby,  Noy,  157;  cited,  Cro.  Jac.  91 ; 


2  Rol.  446.  474.  485.  Anon.  2  And. 
1 6.  Sharpner  r.  Hardenham,  Mo.  395. 
Gmte  V.  Locroft,  Cro.  Eliz.  287;  S.  C. 
cited.  Mo.  395.  Cart  155.  Qerk  v. 
Clerk,  2  Vem.  323.  Whitiock  v,  Hor- 
ton,  Cro.  Jac.  91  ;  S.  C,  nom.  Whit- 
lock  V,  Hartwell,  Godb.  146;  Mo.  776; 
S.  C,  nom.  Whitiock  v.  Chartwell, 
Noy,  14.  Smaleman  v.  Eigburrow,  3 
Bulstr.  273 ;  S.  C,  nom.  Smalman  r. 
Agborow,  Cro.  Jac.  417;  J.  Bridgm. 
42-3;  1  Rol.  401.441.  Anon.  2  Dy. 
187,  a.    Herbin  r.  Chard,  Poph.  96. 

3  Salk.  204.     Lit  s.  289. 
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the  term  in  the  meantime  existing  in  interest,  though  not  in 
possession  (ff).  And  the  same  rule  prevails  in  the  case  of 
joint-tenants  for  years  {h). 

In  this  respect  a  lease  is  distinguishable  from  a  devise^ 
which  is  no  present  binding  disposition  upon  the  devisor  him- 
self, as  he  may  revoke  his  wiU ;  and,  therefore,  the  devise,  not 
taking  effect  till  his  death,  comes  too  late  to  prevent  the  sur- 
vivorship, which  is  preferred  as  the  elder  title  (i).  So,  all 
grants  or  charges  by  one  joint-tenant  out  of  the  land  £blI1  off 
with  his  life,  and  cannot  affect  the  survivor ;  because  being 
no  immediate  disposition  of  the  land  itself,  that  land  comes 
whole  and  entire  to  the  survivor  under  the  first  title,  and, 
consequently,  overreaches  all  intermediate  charges  or  grants 
thereout  by  the  other  joint-tenant  who  is  dead  (£). 

A  joint-tenant,  however,  cannot,  unless  empowered  by  the 
late  act  to  amend  the  law  of  real  property  (2),  make  a  valid 
lease  at  law  for  more  than  his  moiety,  or  other  aliquot  share ; 
although  he  should  prove  the  survivor  (m).  But  he  may,  by 
way  of  contract  in  equity,  bind  the  portion  which  he  has  the 
possibility  of  taking  by  survivorship. 

If  the  deed,  though  purporting  to  be  the  lease  of  all,  be 
executed  by  only  one  of  the  joint-tenants,  it  operates  on  the 
share  of  that  one  only,  who  may  maintain  an  action  for  pay* 
ment  of  his  share  of  the  rent  reserved  to  all  (n),  or  distrain  for 
the  same  in  any  part  of  the  land  (o). 

One  of  the  peculiarities  attending  the  relation  of  joint- 
tenants  for  life  renders  it  necessary  to  guard  against  a  sever- 
ance, the  effect  of  which  is  to  constitute  a  tenancy  in  common, 
and  thus  destroy  the  interest  which  each  co-tenant  previously 
had  in  the  land  for  his  companion's  life,  as  well  as  his  own  (p); 


(g)  Grute  v.  Locroft,  sap.  sop,  Gro.  Jac  52-3. 

(h)  Co.  Lit  184,  b.  185,  a.  (n)  Cartwright's  case,  or  Bond  «. 

(0  Baoon  on  Leases,  p.  131.  Cartwright,  cited,  1  Tent.  136.  162.  2 

(h)  Ibid.    lit  B.  289.  Keb.  795.    And  see  Co.  Lit  192,  a. 

(0  8  &  9  Vict  c.  106.  s.  6,  set  oat  (o)  3  Bnlstr.  133. 

ante,  p.  49.  (p)  Farington's  case,  1  Dy.  67,  a. 

(to)  Wbitlock  V.  Horton,  Hartwell,  2  P.  Wms.  740.    Co.  Lit  191,  a. 
or  Chartwell,  sup.    Bellingham  r.  Al- 
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and^  therefore,  if  one  of  two  joint-tenants  for  life  lease  for 
years  to  commence  after  his  death,  and  the  co-tenant  by  sur- 
rendering sever  the  joint-tenancy,  the  lease  will  determine 
by  the  death  of  the  lessor  (9).  So,  if  one  of  two  joint-tenants 
for  life  make  a  lease  for  sixty  years,  if  he  and  his  companion 
live  so  long,  it  will  determine  by  the  death  of  either; 
although,  after  the  lease,  the  lessor  surrender  his  moiety, 
and  take  back  a  new  estate  (r).  But  it  seems  that  if  one  of 
two  joint-tenants  for  their  lives  lease  for  years,  and  after- 
wards convey  his  share  to  his  co-tenant,  the  latter  cannot 
defeat  the  lease  on  the  death  of  the  lessor,  for,  as  to  the 
lessee,  he  is  under  the  joint-tenant  of  whom  he  purchased  («). 

The  marriage  of  a  feme  sole,  joint-tenant  with  another,  will 
not  sever  the  tenancy ;  and,  accordingly,  a  lease  for  years 
made  by  her  and  her  husband  will  continue  in  operation 
after  her  decease  against  the  surviving  joint-tenant  (/) ;  nor 
can  a  husband  sever  the  joint-tenancy  of  a  lease  granted 
to  him  and  another,  by  assigning  a  moiety  to  his  wife  {u). 

If  one  of  two  joint-tenants  for  lives  make  a  lease  of  his 
moiety,  reserving  rent  to  himself  and  his  heirs,  the  term 
will  continue  after  his  death;  but  the  lessee  will  hold  dis- 
charged of  rent ;  for  the  surviving  joint-tenant  claims  from 
the  original  feoffor,  and  paramount  the  lease  and  the  reser- 
vation (^),  and  the  heirs  cannot  claim  it,  having  no  reversion 
or  interest  in  the  land  (y) ;  but  Bacon  (z)  adds  a  qtusre, 
whether  the  executors  or  administrators  cannot  maintain 
an  action  of  debt  or  covenant,  either  upon  the  covenant 


(9)  3  Salk.  206. 

(r)  Dmniel  v.  Waddington,  Cra.  Jac. 
377;  S.  C.  1  Rol.  309;  3  Dulstr. 
130. 

(«)  Lord  AbnrgaYeny's  case,  6  Co. 
78,  b. 

(f)  Smalman  v.  Agborow,  Cro.  Jac. 
417:  S.  C,  nom.  Smaleman  v.  Eigbur- 
row,  3  Biikrtr.  272.  1  Rol.  401.  441. 
J.  Bridgm.  42-3. 

(«)  Moyae  v.  Giles,  2  Vem.  385; 

VOL.  I. 


S.  C.  Prec.  Ch.  124;  1  Eq.  Ca.  Ab. 
293.  pi.  2. 

(x)  Anon.  2  Dy.l87,  a.  J.  Bridgm. 
44.  Blaxton  v.  Heath,  Poph.  145. 
Daniel  v.  Waddington,  3  Bulstr.  133. 
Shelley's  case,  1  Co.  96,  a. ;  S.  C.  Mo. 
139.  Shury  v.  Brown,  3  Bulstr.  330. 
Co.  Lit  185,  a.  318,  a. 

{y)  Bacon  on  Leases,  p.  131;  Bac. 
Ab.  tit  Leases,  (I)  5. 

<2)  Ibid. 
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in  law,  or  express  coyenant,  for  payment  of  the  money,  if 
there  he  any. 

To  ohviate  any  question  on  the  suhject  in  the  case  of 
a  lease  hy  one  joint-tenant  in  fee,  the  joint-tenancy  should 
previously  he  severed,  hy  whieh  means  the  rent  will  sur- 
vive to  the  heir  or  devisee  of  the  reversion  after  the  lessor's 
death. 

The  e£Fect  produced  on  the  joint-tenancy  hy  the  lease  of 
one  only  of  the  tenants  depends,  in  the  first  place,  on  the 
quantity  of  estate  enjoyed  by  the  lessors,  and,  in  the 
second,  on  the  quantity  of  estate  granted  to  the  lessee. 
K  A.  and  B.  be  joint-tenants  in  fee,  and  one  of  them  lease 
to  C.  for  life,  a  freehold  interest,  the  jointure  is  severed 
during  the  lease,  and  C.  and  B.  for  the  time  wiU  hold  as 
tenants  in  common  (a),  and  A.  and  B.  will  resume  thdr 
joint-tenancy  on  the  determination  of  C.'s  lease  in  the  life- 
time of  A.  and  B.  (&).  But  if  A.  lease  to  C.  for  years,  a 
chattel  interest  only,  it  appears  that  the  jointure  is  neither 
absolutely  severed  nor  suspended  for  the  term  ;  but  A.  and  B. 
will  continue  joint-tenants  as  before  (c). 

So,  if  they  join  in  a  lease  to  two  persons^  habendum 
the  one  moiety  to  the  one  for  life,  and  the  other  moiety  to 
the  other  for  life,  the  reversion  is  severed,  being  dependent 
on  several  freeholds  {d).  And  the  same  effect  was  formerly 
produced  by  a  joint  demise  to  an  abbot  and  a  secular  man  for 
the  term  of  their  lives  {e). 

On  the  other  hand,  if  there  be  joint-tenants  for  years,  the 
underlease  of  one  so  effectually  severs  their  tenancy,  as  to 
render  it  incapable  of  revival,  though  the  underlease  deter- 
mine during  their  joint  lives.  For  the  remainder  of  their 
own  term,  as  well  after  the  conclusion  of  the  underlease,  as 
during  its  continuance,  they  hold  the  reversion  as  tenants  in 
common  (/).     The  reason  assigned  is,  because  a  term  for  a 

(a)  lit  8.  302.  Co.  Lit  192,  a.  {d)  Co.  Lit  191,  b.  192,  a. 

(b)  Co.  Lit  193,  a.  214,  a.  (e)  Ibid. 

(e)  Co.  Lit  185,  a.    2  PreeL  Abet  (/)  Sym*B  cMe,  Cro.  Eliz.  33.    Co. 

68.    Bat  flee  Clerk  v.  Clerk,  2  Yem.      Lit  192,  a.  199,  a.    Lit  &  319. 
323,  cont 
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small  number  of  years  is  in  contemplation  of  law  as  high  an 
interest  as  one  for  a  greater  number  {ff). 

A  leajse  by  one  joint-tenant  of  his  share  to  his  co-tenant 
operates  quodam  modo  as  a  severance^  or  rather  extinguish- 
ment;  of  the  jointure  for  the  time  (A).  If  there  be  three  or 
more^  the  lessee  would  hold  the  share  demised  to  him  as 
tenant  in  common  with  the  others  (i). 


II. — Tenants  in  common. 

Tenants  in  common  are  considered  as  holding  several  free- 
holds^ or  other  distinct  interests^  according  to  the  quantity  of 
their  estates^  the  only  unity  among  them  being  that  of  pos- 
session (k).  The  rule  of  surviyorship  does  not  constitute  an 
ingredient  in  their  tenure. 

On  the  decease  of  either  of  the  lessors^  the  reversion  of  his 
share^  according  to  the  nature  of  his  estate^  will  descend  to 
his  heir,  or  devolve  on  his  executor,  and  carry  with  it  the  title 
to  the  rent  in  respect  of  that  share;  the  lessee  and  the  sur- 
vivors or  survivor  holding  in  common  during  the  continuance 
of  the  lease  {l)» 

Each  tenant  in  common,  therefore,  may  grant  his  undi- 
vided share  for  any  interest  commensurate  with  his  own, 
either  to  a  stranger,  or  his  companion  (m),  or  two,  three,  or 
more,  or  all,  of  several  tenants  in  common  may  concur  in  one 
lease,  which,  however,  will  operate  as  the  distinct  demise  of 
each  tenant  of  his  part,  and  not  as  the  joint  demise  of  all  (n) ; 
and  should  be  so  stated  in  pleading  (o). 


Of)  Co.  lit.  192,  a. 

(h)  Co.  Lit.  186,  a. 

(t)  Jurdain  v.  Steere^  Cro.  Jac  83. 
Blackasper's  case,  Noy,  13,  semb.  S.  C. 

(k)  Co.  Lit  189,  a.  lit.  8.  292. 
Pulleii  V.  Palmer,  3  Salk.  207.  Burne 
V.  C^bridge,  1  Mood.  &  Kob.  539. 

(0  Co.  lit  199,  a.  Wilkixuion  v. 
Hall,  1  Bing.  N.  C.  713.  718;  S.  C.  1 
Scott,  676;  1  Hodg.  170. 

(m)  Anon.  Mo«  71.  pi.  194k    Snelgar 


v*.  Henston,  Cro.  Jac.  611;  S.  C,  nom. 
Hudson  9.  Snellgar,  2  RoL  212.  Story 
V.  Johnaon,  2  Yo.  &  Col.  Ezch.  686. 
596. 

(n)  Bac.  Ab.  Joint-tenants,  (H)  1. 
Mantle  v.  Wellington,  Cro.  Jac  166. 
Heatherley  dem.  Worthington  v.  Wee* 
ton,  2  Wils.  232.  Burne  v.  Cambridge, 
1  Mood.  &  Rob.  639. 

(o)  ChaUoner  v.Daviea,  1  Ld.Raym 
400-4. 
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There  is  no  estoppel  in  snch  case^  because  an  interest  passes 
from  each  lessor  (p). 

A  declaration  in  debt  by  the  survivor  of  two  tenants  in 
common  alleging  that  he  and  the  deceased  were  seised  of  the 
entirety  of  the  premises  demised  cannot  be  supported  (q). 

A  reservation  of  a  rent  of  20«.  to  the  lessors  will  entitle 
them  to  only  one  sum  of  208.  (r). 

We  may  here  add  a  few*  words  respecting  the  right  of 
tenants  in  common  to  join  or  sever  in  action  in  respect  of 
their  demise. 

If  the  action  be  in  the  realty^  like  ejectment^  tenants  in 
common  cannot  be  joined  as  plaintiffs ;  for,  being  brought  in 
respect  of  the  title  to  the  land,  and  that  title  being  several, 
the  action  follows  its  nature,  and  must  be  several  («).  So, 
they  must  sever  in  an  avowry  for  rent,  which,  like  the  old 
assize  (/),  is  in  the  realty  (u) ;  unless  the  rent  be  in  its  nature 
indivisible,  as  a  horse  or  a  hawk  (x).  And,  in  like  maimer, 
they  could  not  join  in  a  writ  of  waste  against  their  lessee 
during  the  continuance  of  the  term,  as  in  that  form  of  action 
the  land  wasted  would  have  been  recoverable  (y) ;  though  it 
was  otherwise  if  the  term  had  expired,  when  damages  only 
could  be  obtained  {z). 

The  authorities  are  not  uniformly  consistent  as  to  the 
right  of  tenants  in  common  to  join  or  sever  as  plaintiffs, 
where  the  action  is  in  the  personalty,  as  in  cases  of  debt  or 
covenant. 


(p)  Bac  Ab.  Jomt-t6iiant9y  (H.)  1. 
1  Rol.  Ab.  877.  1.  48.  52.  Borne  v. 
Cambridge,  1  Mood.  &  Rob.  539.  541. 
Brooks  V,  Foxcrofty  Gayt  137.  Anon. 
CUyt  140.  pL  253.  See,  as  to  leases 
by  estoppel,  ante,  p.  52. 

(q)  Bume  v.  Cambridge,  sup. 

(?)  Co.  Lit  197,  a. 

(«)  Lit  8.  314.  Co.  Lit  197,  b. 
200,  a.  Keilw.  1 14,  a.  case,  49.  Cut- 
ting v.  Derby,  2  W.  Blac.  1077.  Moore 
V.  Fursden,  1  Show.  342.  Mantle  v. 
Wellington,  Cro.  Jac.  166.  Doe  dem. 
Bryant  v.  Wippell,  1  Esp.  360.    Hea- 


therley  dem.  Worthington  v.  Wesfam, 
2  Wils,  232. 

(0  Abolished  by  3  &  4  W.  4.  c  27. 
B.  36. 

(tt)  Lit  &  317.  Pullen  v,  Pahner, 
3SaIk.207.  Anon.  2  Sid.  2.  Harriaoa 
V.  Bamby,  5  Term  Rep.  249.  WhiUej 
V,  Roberts,  M'Clel.  &  Yo.  107. 

(:i;)  Lit  s.  314.    Co.  Lit  197,  b. 

(y)  Anon.  Mo.  34.  pi.  110.  Anon. 
Mo.  40.  pi.  127.  The  writ  of  waste 
was  abolished  by  3  &  4  W.  4.  c.  27. 
B.  36. 

(z)  Anon.  Mo.  40.  pL  127. 
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We  may  first  notice  the  action  of  debt;  and  afterwards 
that  of  covenant. 

Littleton  expressly  denies  their  right  to  distinct  actions  of 
debt,  stating,  tl^tt  '^  if  two  tenants  in  common  make  a  lease 
of  their  tenements  to  another  for  a  term  of  years,  rendering 
to  them  a  certain  rent  yearly  during  the  term,  if  the  rent  be 
behind,  &c.,  the  tenants  in  common  shall  have  an  action  of 
debt  against  the  lessee,  and  not  divers  actions,  for  that  the 
action  is  in  the  personalty  ^'  (a) ;  and  this  opinion  appears  to 
have  been  entertained  by  the  court  in  the  case  of  Eatchin  v. 
Buckley  (d),  notwithstanding  a  remark  to  the  contrary  in 
Siderfin  (c). 

The  more  numerous,  as  well  as  the  more  modem  authori- 
ties, however,  are  of  a  di£ferent  tendency,  and  appear  to  war^ 
rant  the  following  distinctions  : — 

K  tenants  in  common  concur  in  a  joint  demise  for  years, 
with  a  reddendum  of  an  entire  rent  to  them,  they  may  be  co- 
plaintiffs  in  an  action  of  debt  for  recovering  the  rent  {d)  ;  or 
each  may  bring  a  distinct  action  for  his  undivided  share  (e). 
In  other  words,  they  may  join  or  sever  at  their  election. 

If  the  lease  be  for  life  they  must  sever  (/). 

But  although  they  may  be  co-plaintiffs  on  their  joint 
demise,  yet,  as  a  joint  lease  by  tenants  in  common  is  in  effect 
a  demise  of  their  separate  shares,  the  survivor  of  two  lessors, 
tenants  in  common,  cannot  maintain  an  action  of  debt 
against  the  lessee  for  the  whole  rent,  declaring  on  a  joint 
demise  {g). 


<a)  Dt8.316;citedbyParke,B.,in 
Bndbonie  v.  Botfield,  14  Mees.  & 
Wei.  567. 

(6)  Kilchin  and  Kniglit  v.  Buckley, 
at  Bunkley,  T.  HAym.  80;  S.  C,  1  Lev. 
109;  1  Keb.  565.  572;  S.  C,  nom. 
Kitehin  v.  Compton,  1  Sid.  157.  And 
Bee  Cole  v.  Banbery,  1  Sid.  49,  and 
Greenwood's  case,  Gayt  28. 

(e)  1  Sid.  402. 

(d)  Anon.  Gk)db.  283.  pi.  404. 
Mid^Iey  v.  Lovelace,  Garth.  289;  S.  C. 
Holt,  74.     Martin  v.  Crompe,  1  Ld. 


Raym.  341.  Borne  v,  Cambridge,  1 
Mood.  &  Rob.  539. 

(e)  Hontley's  case,  3  Dy.  826,  a.; 
S.  C.  1  And.  21;  Benl.  226.  Anon. 
Godb.  223.  pi.  404.  Midgeley  v.  Love- 
lace, sup.  Martin  v.  Crompe,  sup. 
Harrison  v.  Bamby,  5  Term  Rep.  249. 
Powis  9.  Smith,  5  Bam.  &  Aid.  851; 
S.  C.  1  Dow.  &  Ry.  490.  Bume  v. 
Cambridge,  sup. 

(/)  Anon.  Godb.  283.  pi.  404. 

(g)  Bume  v,  Cambridge,  sup. 
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Tenants  in  common  taking  their  estates  deriyatively  by 
devise  or  purchase  must  sever  {h). 

If  one  of  two  tenants  in  common  bring  an  action  of  debt  for 
his  share  of  the  rent^  he  must  not  dedare  for  the  amount^  as  a 
specific  sum^  but  the  demand  must  be  for  a  moiety  of  the 
whole  rent  (i) ;  though  the  necessity  for  so  dedaring  does  not 
extend  to  an  action  of  covenant  {k). 

If,  however^  tenants  in  common  make  several  demises  of 
their  undivided  shares^  dther  by  distinct  instruments^  or  the 
same  instrument^  they  must  sever  in  action;  for  a  joint  action 
can  only  be  maintained  on  a  joint  demise  or  contract  (/). 

Actions  of  covenant  are  governed  by  different  principles. 

If  the  cause  of  action  be  one  and  entire^  tenants  in  common, 
being  covenantees,  must  join,  although  the  covenant  be 
entered  into  with  them  and  each  and  every  of  them  (m). 

K  the  covenantees  can  sue  jointly,  they  are  bound  to  do 
80  (n).  And  where  several  tenants  in  common  concurred 
in  a  joint  demise,  and  took  a  joint  covenant  for  payment  of 
the  rent,  and  two  died,  it  was  held  that  the  survivors  might 
maintain  an  action  of  covenant  for  the  entire  rent,  though 
the  covenant  was  to  pay  it  to  the  lessors  according  to  their 
several  and  respective  rights  and  interests  therein  (o). 

So,  in  a  late  case  (p),  where  A.  and  B.  were  seised  in  fee 
of  the  legal  estate  of  an  undivided  fourth  of  certain  heredita- 


(h)  Honiley'B  case,  sap.  Midgeley 
V.  LoYelaoe,  sup.  Wilkinson  v.  Hall, 
1  Bing.  N.  C.  713  ;  S.  C.  1  Soott,  675; 

1  Hodg.  1 70.  And  see  Catting  v.  Derby, 

2  W.  Blac.  1077 ;  and  Greenwood's 
caae,  Clayt  28. 

(0  Lit.  a  814.  Go.  Lit.  197,  b. 
Martin  v.  Crompe,  1  Ld.  Raym.  341. 
Midgeley  v»  LoveUoe,  anp.  Henniker 
V.  Turner,  4  Baxn.  &  Cres.  157.  159 ; 
S.C.  6I>ow.&Ry.  72. 

(k)  Henniker  v,  Tomer,  sap. 

(Q  Powia  V.  Smith,  5  Bam.  &  Aid. 
851;  S.C.  1  Dow.  &  Ry.  490.  WU- 
kineon  v.  Hall,  1  Bing.  N.  C.  713;  S.  C. 
1  Scott,  675;  1  Hodg.  170. 

(m)  SlingBby'g  caae,  5  Co.  18,  b. ; 


S.  C.  Anon.  Jenk.  262,  eaa^  63;  &C., 
nom.  Beckwith*8  case,  3  Leon.  160; 
Anon.  2  Leon.  47,  aemb.  S.  C.  Wind- 
ham's case,  5  Ca  8,  a.  Ecdeston  v. 
GUpsham,  1  Samid.  153;  S.  C.  2  Keb. 
338.  338.  347.  386.  Witben  «.  Bir* 
cham,  3  Bam.  &  Cree.  254;  S.  C.  5 
Dow.  St  Ry.  106.  Foky  v.  Adden- 
brooke,  4  <^  B.  197  ;  S.  U  8  Gil  & 
Day.  64. 

(n)  Foley  v.  Addenbrooke,  4  Q.  B. 
197.  208;  S.  a  3  Gtt.  &  Dav.  64. 
Petrie  V.  Bury,  3  Bam.  ft  Cres.  353. 

(o)  Wallace  v.  M*Laren,  1  ICan.  & 
Ry.  516. 

(p)  Bndbome  v.  Botfield,  14  M 
ft  Wd.  559. 


i 
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ments  and  mines,  in  trust  for  C.  and  her  husband ;  and  D.  was 
seised  of  another  undivided  fourth ;  and  £.  was  seised  of  the 
legal  estate  of  the  remaining  undivided  moiety,  in  trust  for  F. 
and  G. ;  and  by  indenture  A.  and  B.,  C.  and  her  husband,  D., 
and  E.,  and  F.  and  6.,  according  to  their  several  and  respective 
estates,  rights,  and  interests,  demised  to  the  defendant  the  here- 
ditaments and  mines  for  a  certain  term,  with  a  reddendum  to 
the  several  persons  above  named  respectively,  and  to  their 
respective  heirs  and  assigns,  according  to  their  said  several 
and  respective  estates,  &c.,  the  yearly  rents  thereinafter  men- 
tioned; and  the  lessee  covenanted  with  the  same  persons,  and 
each  and  every  of  them^  their  and  each  and  every  of  their  heirs, 
executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  (amongst  other  things,) 
to  keep  the  premises  in  repair,  and  the  same  so  repaired  to  de- 
liver up,  at  the  end  or  other  determination  of  the  term,  to  the 
lessors  (naming  them)  and  their  heirs  and  assigns  respectively; 
it  was  held  that  this  was  a  joint  covenant,  on  which  none  but 
aQ  the  covenantees,  or  the  survivors  during  their  lives,  or  the 
survivor  of  them,  could  sue,  for  the  name  of  no  one  cove- 
nantee could  be  rejected.    Parke,  B.,  said  (9),  that  Hopkinson 
V,  Lee  (r)  was  precisely  in  point,  and  good  law. 

If  the  cause  of  action  be  separate  and  distinct,  tenants  in 
common,  covenantees,  must  sue  severally,  though  the  covenant 
be  joint  in  terms;  but  the  several  interest  and  several  ground 
of  action  must  distinctly  appear,  as  in  the  case  of  covenants 
to  pay  separate  rents  to  tenants  in  common  upon  demises 
by  them  («). 

Whether  one  of  several  tenants  in  common,  lessors,  can 
sue  on  a  covenant  with  all  to  repair,  appears  to  be  unde- 
cided.   That  all  can  sue  is  perfectly  dear  (/). 

Tenants  in  common,  not  being  themselves  the  covenantees, 
but  taking  their  reversion  derivatively  £rom  the  lessor,  may 
elect  to  join  or  sever  in  sxdng  on  the  covenants  which  run 

(9)  14  Mees.  &  WeL  564.  &  CrsB.  410;  S.  C.  5  Mra.  &  Ry.  29d. 

(r)  14  Law  Jour.  N.  &  Q.  B.  101.  (t)  Bndbume  v.  Botadd,  li  Mees. 

(«)  See  cases  in  note  («»),  p.  134,  &  W.  559.  574. 
sup.  and  Serrante  v,  JameSf  10  Bam. 


136  OF  THE  CONTRACTING  PARTIES.  [Part  III. 

with  the  land  (u).  And  if  one  of  two  tenants  in  common 
bring  an  action  of  covenant  for  non-payment  of  Us  share  of 
the  rent^  he  need  not  declare^  as  in  debt^  for  a  moiety  of  the 
whole  rent^  bnt  may  demand  the  specific  sum  due  (v). 

If  a  house  and  land  be  let  together^  and  the  reversion  of 
the  house  be  granted  to  A.  for  years^  and  of  the  land  to 
him  in  fee^  by  separate  deeds,  he  need  not,  though  holding 
distinct  reversions,  bring  more  than  one  action  against  the 
lessee  for  breach  of  the  covenants  contained  in  the  lease  (or). 

Where  tenants  in  common  concur  in  granting  a  lease,  each 
of  them  usually  demises  according  to  his  respective  estate  and 
interest,  the  instrument  containing  one  habendum  of  the 
whole  estate,  but  a  separate  reddendum  to  each  of  the 
lessors,  and  a  separate  covenant  for  payment  of  the  rent. 
But,  as  under  a  lease  in  this  form  the  lessors,  as  we  have 
seen  {y),  must  bring  separate  actions  of  debt  for  their  respective 
portions  of  the  rent,  or  of  covenant  for  damages  in  respect 
of  their  several  shares,  a  course  of  proceeding  harassing  to 
the  lessee,  without  a  corresponding  advantage  to  the  lessors, 
it  seems  better  that  the  demise  should  be  joint,  with  one 
reddendum  of  the  entire  rent  to  the  lessors,  simply,  which 
will  not  prevent  their  taking  it  as  tenants  in  common,  the 
rent  following  the  reversion  (r),  and  a  covenant  with  them 
for  payment,  in  which  case  they  may  join  in  an  action  of 
covenant,  or  sue  separately  in  debt,  at  their  option  (a). 

If  a  lessor  devise  the  reversion  of  the  lands  demised  to  two 
persons,  as  tenants  in  common,  and  the  lessee  pay  the  whole 
rent  to  one  of  them,  after  express  notice  from  the  other  not 
to  do  so,  he  may  be  distrained  upon  by  the  latter  for  hia 
moiety  so  paid  over  (J). 

(tt)  Midgeley  v,  LoveUoe,  Holt,  74  ;  Derby,  2  W.  Blao.  1077. 

S.  C.  Garth.  289.    Simpeon  v.  Cllayton,  (v)  Henniker  v.  Turner,  sap. 

4  Bing.  N.  C.  758;  S.  C.  6  Scott,  469.  (x)  Pyot  v,  St.  John,  Cro.  Jac  329; 

And  see  Sampeon  v.  Easterby,  9  Bam.  S.  C,  affirmed  in  error,  2  Bolstr.  102. 

&  Cree.  506  ;  S.  C.4  Man.  A  Ry.422;  (y)  Ante,  p.  135. 

judgment  affirmed  in  Exch.  Chamb.,  (z)  Lit  s.  314.    Co.  Lit  197,  a. 

6  Bing.  644;  1  Crompt.  &  Jerv.  105.  (a)  Ante,  pages  133.  134. 

Henniker  v.  Turner,  4  Bam.  &  Ci'cs.  (b)  Harrison   v.   Bamby,  5   Term 

157;  S.  C.  6  Dow.  &  Ry.  72.    Cutting  r.  Rep.  247. 


Ch.  I.  s.  III.]     WHO  MAY  BE  LESSORS: — COPARCENERS.  137 

On  a  bill  for  partition^  the  lessee  of  either  tenant  in  com- 
mon  is  a  neoewary  party;  and  hi.  costs  must  be  borne  by 
his  lessor  (c). 


III. — Coparceners. 

The  estate  of  coparceners  partakes  of  the  properties  of 
a  joint-tenancy  and  of  a  tenancy  in  common ;  for  though 
coparceners  constitute  but  one  heir(£Q^  and  have,  as  to 
strangers^  one  entire  freehold  in  the  land^  while  it  remains 
imdivided ;  yet  for  many  purposes^  and  among  them  for  the 
purpose  of  leasing^  they  have  seyeral  freeholds  (e).  As  the 
rule  of  survivorship  does  not  prevail^  the  share  of  each 
descends  to  her  heirs  (/).  This  species  of  tenure  is  aptly 
designated  by  Coke  [g)  as  ^^  the  rarest  kind  of  inheritance 
that  is  in  the  law/' 

Coparceners,  therefore,  may  demise  their  respective  undi- 
vided portions  distinctly,  or  concur  in  demising  the  whole 
land  by  one  deed ;  but  in  the  latter  case  the  lease  operates, 
as  with  tenants  in  common,  as  the  separate  demise  of  each  of 
her  share  (A),  and  must  be  so  pleaded  (t).  K  they  join  in  a 
lease,  they  hold  the  rent  reserved  in  common  [k) ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  remarks  already  made  (/)  as  to  the  form  of  leases  by 
tenants  in  common  are  applicable  to  the  form  of  leases  by 
coparceners. 

Coparceners  cannot  sever  in  an  avowry  for  rent  (m).  If  one 
distrain,  she  must  avow  in  her  own  right,  and  also  as  bailijQT 
to  the  other  for  the  entire  rent  (n).  She  cannot  avow  for  a 
moiety  only  in  her  own  right  (o). 

(c)  Corniflli  v.  Gest,  2  Cox,  27.  And  (i)  2  Prest  Abst.  74. 

see  Stoiy  v.  Johnson,  2  Yo.  &  CoL  (/)  Ante,  p.  136. 

Exefa.  586.  (m)  Page  v.  Stedman,  Garth.  364  ; 

(cO  Decharms  V.  Horwood,  10  Bing.  S.  C,  nom.  Stedman  v.  Page,  5  Mod. 

526;  S.  C.  4  Mo.  &  So.  400.  141 ;  S.  C,  nom.  Stedman  v.  Bates,  1 

(e)  lit.  8.  241.    Co.   Lit   163,  b.  Ld.  RaynL64;  lSalk.390.   Decharma 

i64,  a.  V,  Horwood,  10  Bing.  526;  S.C.  4  Mo. 

(/)  2  Bla.  Com.  188.  &  Sc.  400.    And  see  Anon.  Mo.  34. 

(g)  Co.  lit.  164,  a.  pi.  110. 

(4)  Milliner  v,  Bobinson,  Mo.  682.  (n)  Ibid. 

(0  Ibid.  (o)  Ibid. 
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If  two  coparceners  be  seised  of  land  in  tail^  which  has  been 
let  for  10/.,  one  of  them  may,  under  the  statute,  82  Hen.  8. 
c.  28,  let  her  part  or  moiety  for  5/.;  for,  although  differing  in 
form  or  quality,  the  rent  is  in  substance  the  true  and  ancient 
rent  (/?)• 

A  lease  for  life  by  one  of  two  coparceners  in  fee  does  not 
sever  the  coparcenery  {q) ;  though  a  lease  for  life  by  one  or 
both  prevented  for  the  time  a  writ  of  partition  between  them ; 
because,  they  did  not  hold  the  freehold  together,  and  the  writ 
must  have  been  brought  against  the  tenant  of  the  fr'eehold(r). 
The  writ,  however,  would  lie  notwithstanding  a  lease  for  years, 
as  the  freehold  was  unaffected  {s). 


IV. — Husband  and  Wife. 

The  granting  of  leases  by  husband  and  wife  seised  in  right 
of  the  wife  having  been  facilitated  by  the  legislature,  it  is 
proposed  to  consider  the  subject;  1st,  as  it  exists  under  the 
common  law,  independently  of  the  enabling  statute,  32  Hen.  8. 
c.  28 :  2ndly,  with  reference  to  the  operation  of  that  statute ; 
and,  3rdly,  with  reference  to  the  effect  of  the  late  act  for  the 
abolition  of  fines  and  recoveries  (/)  ;■  a  few  general  remarks 
relative  to  the  powers  vested  by  marriage  in  the  husband, 
over  the  real  property  of  his  wife  being  premised,  to  render 
the  section  the  more  intelligible. 

1st,  Lands  held  by  a  feme  sole  for  an  estate  of  inheritance, 
or  of  freehold  not  of  inheritance,  become,  at  common  law,  by 
marriage  so  far  the  property  of  the  husband,  that  he  alone 
may  alien  them  for  the  joint  lives  of  himself  and  his  wife. 
But  his  sole  conveyance  cannot  prejudice  her  in  the  event  of 
her  proving  the  survivor.  She  cannot  impeach  it  during 
coverture,  in  consequence  of  her  legal  incapacity ;    but  no 

(p)  MoDntjoy'8  caae,  5  Ca  5,  a.  b.  partition  was  aboUahed  hj  ihe  statnte 

Co.  lit  44,  b.  3  &  4  Vir.  4.  c  27.  8.  36. 
(q)  Co.  Lit.  192,  a.  («)  Ibid.     F.  N.  B.  62,  U. 

(r)  Co.  lit.   167,  a.    The  writ  of  (0  3  &  4  W.  4.  c  74. 
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sooner  is  she  relieved  by  his  death  from  the  restraints  of 
marriage  than  her  title  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  estate  revives. 

Over  the  lands  of  which  the  feme  was  possessed  for  a 
chattel  interest  only^  the  husband  has  an  exclusive  and  abso- 
lute disposing  power^  as  against.his  surviving  wife  («) ;  though^ 
on  his  failing  to  deal  with  them  in  his  lifetime,  they  will 
belong  to  his  widow  in  preference  to  his  personal  represen- 
tatives {»).  If  he  die  before  her,  he  cannot  pass  them  by  his 
will  (y) ;  but  if  he  survive  her,  they  become  his  own  absolute 
property  (z). 

The  husband's  power  of  leasing  his  wife's  freehold  estates 
is  also  subject,  at  common  law,  to  restrictions  which  dis- 
qualify him  from  ensuring  the  continuance  of  his  demise 
beyond  the  period  of  their  joint  lives  (a),  unless  he  become 
entitled  as  tenant  by  the  curtesy,  in  which  case  the  lessee 
may  remain  in  possession  during  the  remainder  of  the  term, 
subject  to  sooner  determination  by  the  death  of  the  lessor  (6). 

If  the  wife  die  first  without  issue  by  him,  so  that  he  is  not 
tenant  by  the  curtesy,  it  is  the  better  opinion  that  he  can, 
under  a  lease  at  common  law,  maintain  debt  or  covenant,  or 
avow  for  rent  accruing  due  in  the  interval  between  the  wife's 
death,  and  the  entry  of  her  heir  {c). 

Before  the  statute  of  8  &  4  W.  4.  c.  74,  the  only  common 
law  mode  of  securing  the  lessee's  enjoyment  against  the  acts 
of  the  surviving  wife  was  to  obtain  an  assurance  from  her  and 
her  husband  by  a  fine  or  recovery  {d). 


(«)  Go.  lit  46,  b.  800,  a.  b.  351,  a. 
Druoe  v.  Denuon,  6  Yes.  394.  Wild- 
man  V.  Wildman,  9  Yes.  177.  Oglan- 
der  V.  Barton,  1  Vem.  396.  Yong  v, 
Radford,  Hob.  3.  Dr.  &  Stud.  lib.  1. 
«^  7.  18tli  ed.  by  Mncball,  p.  21. 

(x)  Ibid.  Anon.  Poph.  4. 5.  Blax- 
toQ  V,  Heath,  Poph.  145.  Sym's  caae^ 
Cro^Eliz.  33.  LoftoB'Bcaae,  CraElia. 
278.    Dmoe  v,  Deniaon,  6  Yea.  396. 

(y)  n>id.  Plowd.  418.  Co.Lit351,a. 

(2)  Co.  Lit  300,  a.  b.  351,  a. 

(a)  Jenk.  Cent  293,  case,  39.  Blake 
r.  Foster,  8  Term  Rep.  487.  Hill  v. 
Sanndera,  2  Ring.  112;  S.  C.  9  J.  B. 


Mo.  238;  alBrmed  in  error,  4  Barn.  Sl 
Gree.  529. 

(5)  Powtrel's  case,  Ow.  83 ;  S.  C. 
Dal.  65;  1  Dy.  46,  b.  maig.  Miller  v, 
Maynewaring,  W.  Jo.  354;  S.  C.,mot6 
fully  reported,  Cro.  Car.  397.  Dixon 
V.  HarriiioD,  Yaugh.  46. 

(c)  9  H.  6.  43.  21.  Bro.  Ab.  tit 
Avowrie,  pi.  123.  Bro.  Ab.  tit  Dette, 
pL  7.  Yaugh.  46.  Bac.  Ab.  tit 
Leasee,  (C.)  1.  But  see  Jenk.  Cent 
293,  case,  39.     1  Dy.  28,  b.  29,  a. 

(d)  Now  abolished  by  3  &  4  W.  4. 
e.  74.  Husband  and  wife  may  pass 
the  wife's  land  in  the  city  of  London 
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During  the  eoverture^  however^  a  lease  by  husband  and 
wife  of  her  lands  is  so  far  the  husband^s  only^  that  he  alone 
may  sue  the  lessee  on  the  covenants  {e) ;  nor  is  it  a  variance 
though  the  lease  prove^  on  production^  to  be  made  by  the 
husband  and  wife  (/). 

C!onsiderable  contrariety  of  opinion  prevailed  before  the 
enabling  statute^  and  perhaps  still  exists  (^)^  in  cases  not 
complying  with  the  provisions  of  that  act,  or  of  the  act  for  the 
abolition  of  fines  and  recoveries  {h),  as  to  the  effect  produced 
on  the  lessee's  interest  by  the  death  of  the  husband  in  the 
wife's  lifetime;  the  question  being,  whether  the  lease  be- 
comes void  on  that  event,  or  voidable  only,  and  therefore 
capable  of  confirmation.  The  early  cases,  teeming  with 
distinctions  founded  on  no  solid  or  rational  principle,  tend 
to  involve  the  point  in  much  obscurity. 

In  the  first  place,  the  authorities  concur  in  stating,  that, 
at  common  law,  a  lease  for  years  by  parol  by  the  husband 
alone,  or  by  the  husband  and  wife,  of  her  freehold  lands, 
though  available  during  the  husband's  life,  was  void,  not 
voidable  only,  as  against  the  wife  surviving;  and,  therefore, 
that  her  acceptance  of  rent  after  her  husband's  death  would 
not  estop  her  from  evicting  the  lessee  (t) ;  and  Dyer  {k)  notes 
that  such  was  the  common  opinion  of  all  the  judges  at  that 
day.    The  reason  alleged  was,  that  the  wife  was  not  a  party  (/) 


by  bargain  and  sale  enrolled,  the  vnie 
being  first  separately  examined  by  the 
mayor  or  other  officer.  1  Com.  Dig. 
665,  tit  Baron  &  Feme,  (G.  4.)  2  Inst 
673.  Hob.  225.  34  &  35  Hen.  8.  c  22. 
And  a  similar  custom  is  said  to  prevail 
in  Norwich,  and  some  other  cities, 
boroogfas,  and  corporate  towns.  Ibid. 
1  Prest  Abet.  836. 

(e)  Bret  v,  Cmnberland,  Cro.  Jae. 
399;  S.  C.  1  RoL  359;  3  Bolstr.  163. 
Beaver  v.  Lane,  2  Mod.  217. 

(/)  Arnold  v.  Revoult,  1  Brod.  & 
Bing.  443;  S.  C.  1  J.  B.  Mo.  66.  But 
see  oont,  Gardiner  v.  Norman,  Cro. 
Jac.  617,  the  first  page  of  that  number. 
WaUis  V.  Hanriflon,  5  Mees.  &  Wei. 


142;  S.  C.  7  DowL  Pr.  Ga.  395;  8 
Horn  &  HurL  65. 

(g)  Chamb.  on  Leases,  221.  Com. 
Landl.  &  Ten.  40.  1  Hop.  Hnab.  Sl 
W.  91. 

(h)  3  &  4  W.  4.  c.  74,  noticed  post, 
p.  158. 

(%)  Walsal  V.  Heath,  Cro.  EUz.  656; 
S.  C.  Say.  Ill;  1  Leon.  192.  204. 
Bateman  v.  Allen,  Cro.  Eliz.  437-6. 
Childes  v.  Wescot,  Cro.  Eliz.  481. 
1  Leon.  204.  Parry  v.  Hmdle,  2 
Tamit  181. 

(k)  Tumey  v.  Stmrges,  1  Dy.  91,  b. 
VUlers  V.  Beaumont,  2  Dy.  146,  b. 

(Z)  Bro.  Ab.  96,  Barre,  pL  27,  eitea 
21  H.  6.  24.  5. 
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or  privy  {m)  to  the  lease ;  and  that  a  woman  during  cover- 
ture conld  not  agree  without  deed;  for  the  agreement 
coiQd  not  be  proved  by  simple  surmise^  but  by  matter  in 
deed  (n) ;  though^  in  declaring  upon  a  lease  by  husband  and 
wifCj  it  was  unnecessary  to  state  that  the  demise  was  by 
deed^  the  court  assuming  that  fact  without  express  alle- 
gation (o). 

The  right  of  the  surviving  wife  to  resume  the  possession^ 
where  the  lease  was  originally  void  {p),  was  not  confined  to  the 
wife^  but  extended  to  parties  claiming  under  her.  Thus^  where 
husband  seised  in  right  of  his  wife  made  a  parol  lease  alone^ 
and  afterwards  he  and  she  levied  a  fine^  and  died^  it  was 
held  that  the  conuzee  might  avoid  the  lease;  for^  being  made 
by  the  baron  only^  it  was  void  against  the  feme^  and  no 
acceptance  could  make  it  good  (g). 

•  •  •  • 

The  point  still  retains  some  degree  of  practical  importance^ 
notwithstanding  the  operation  of  the  act^  32  Hen.  8.  c.  2S, 
on  the  leases  by  husband  and  wife  of  her  lands  of  inheritance^ 
and  the  act  for  abolishing  fines  and  recoveries  (r).  Parol 
leases^  being  unaffected  by  those  statutes^  which^  we  shall 
see  (*),  enabled  without  disabling^  retain  their  common  law 
eflScacy,  except  so  fisur  as  they  are  altered  by  the  statute  of 
frauds  {f) ;  and  as  that  statute  (u)  converts  all  estates  granted 
by  parol^  except  leases  not  exceeding  the  term  of  three  years, 
whereon  at  least  two  third  parts  of  the  fall  improved  value 


(m)  26  H.  8.  2.  2.  1  Bro.  Ab.  Ctd 
myitA,  1. 

(n)  15  £.  4.  18.  4.  1  Bro.  Ab.  Ac- 
oeptaance,  pL  6.  Shep.  Tonch.  280.  1 
Dy.  91,  b.  Greenwood  v,  Tyber,  Cro. 
Jac.  564 ;  S.  C,  nom.  Tyler  v,  Fiaher, 
Palm.  29. 

(o)  Bateman  v.  Allen,  Cro.  Eliz. 
438.  1  Dy.  91,  b.  marg.  Childes  «l 
Weaeot,  Cro.  Eliz.  481;  S.  C,  nom. 
Wiaeot*8  caae,  2  Co.  60,  b.  61,  a.; 
cited,  Cro.  Car.  527.    Plowd.  431,  a. 

(p)  Contra,  where  the  lease  was 
Yoidable,  see  post. 

(})  Harvy  v.  Thomas,  Cro.  Eliz.  21 6  ; 
S.  C.  1  Leon.  247  ;  cited,  2  Co.  77,  b. 


1  Rol.  402.    J.  Bridgm.  45. 

(r)  The  enabling  act  does  not  ex- 
tend to  cases  where  the  hosband  is 
seised  in  right  of  his  wife  of  an  estate 
of  freehold  not  of  inheritance.  See 
post,  p.  154 ;  and  the  Fines  and  Reco- 
veries abolition  act  requires  the  wife's 
conv^ance  to  lie  by  deed.  See  post, 
p.  158. 

(«)  See  post,  pages  152.  158. 

(0  29  Car.  2.  c.  3.  The  3rd  section 
of  the  late  act  to  amend  the  law  of  real 
property,  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  106,  affects 
only  leases  required  by  law  to  be  in 
writing. 

(n)  Sect  2. 
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is  reserved^  into  estates  at  wiU^  the  cases  above  cited  are 
still  applicable  to  such  leases  as  fall  within  the  exception  of 
that  act. 

In  the  second  place^  supposing  the  demise  to  be  iy  deed, 
and  made  by  both  husband  and  wife^  the  cases  firom  a  very 
early  period^  while  they  show  that  it  was  not  absolutely  deter- 
mined by  his  deaths  though  originally  granted  at  will(«), 
admit  a  confirmatory  power  in  the  sorviving  wife.  Thus  we 
find,  that  where  baron  and  feme  joined  in  a  lease  of  lands 
of  the  feme,  and  she  accepted  rent  accrued  due  after  her  hus- 
band's death,  she  could  not  afterwards  enter  and  enjoy  the 
lease,  because  she  had  affirmed  its  continuance  by  her  own 
act  (y).  The  circumstance  of  the  lease  being  granted  for 
years  {z),  or  for  life  (a),  made  no  difference.  Nor  was  it 
necessary  that  a  rent  should  be  reserved,  for  the  surviving 
wife  might  affirm  the  lease  by  bringing  an  action  of  waste, 
or  accepting  fealty  (i). 

So,  Dyer,  in  his  report  of  the  case  of  Tomey  v.  Sturges  (c), 
notes,  that  the  common  opinion  among  all  the  judges  at  that 
day  was,  that  if  husband  and  wife  made  a  lease  for  a  term  of 
years  before  the  statute,  32  Hen.  8.  c.  28,  by  parol>  reserving 
rent  to  them,  and  afterwards  the  wife  accepted  the  rent  of 
the  termor  when  she  was  sole,  this  would  not  estop  her  fiom 
avoiding  the  lease,  tf  it  was  not  by  indenture,  because  her 
assent  was  necessary  to  the  commencement  of  the  lease, 
and  this  ought  to  have  been  by  deed.  From  which  case  we 
may  infer,  that  such  a  lease  by  indenture,  to  which  she  was 
a  party,  was  confirmable  by  the  surviving  wife,  and  therefore^ 
voidable  only.  And  the  like  point  was  shortly  afterwards 
determined  by  Dyer,  Stamford^  and  Browne,  in  opposition  to 
the  opinion  of  Brooke  (^. 

(x)  Hensiead's  case,  5  Co.  10,  b.  Keilw.  10,  &. 

Rol.  Ab.  tit  Estate,  (Z.)  pL  5.    Co.  (z)  10  H.  6.  24.  pi.  dS.  [B.] 

Lit,  65,  b.  (o)  Ibid.    F.  N.  B.  7th  ed.  446. 

(y)  Bro.  Ab.  Acoeptannoe,  pi.  6.  10.  (&)  Anon.  Hutt  102.    JackHm  «. 

3  H.  6.  53.  22.    Bro.  Ab.  Resceit,  70.  Mordant,  Cro.  Glis.  112. 

Manhe  v,  Cnrtes,  2  And.  42.    1  RoL  (c)  Tnmey  v.  Sturges,  1  Dy.  91,  b. 

Ab.  tit  Baron  and  Feme,  (Y.)  pi.  2. 3.  {d)  Anon.  2  Dy.  159.  pi.  (36). 
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So,  where  husband  and  wife  being  seised  to  them  and  the 
heirs  of  the  husband  of  certain  lands,  granted  a  lease  for 
years,  the  court  held  that  it  was  the  lease  of  the  feme  till  she 

Besides  other  cases  to  the  same  effect  (/),  in  a  oompara* 
tivelj  recent  one  decided  in  the  court  of  King^s  Bench  (g), 
and  in  one  of  still  later  occurrence  in  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas  (A),  the  same  doctrine  was  maintained.  The  report  of 
the  hitter  case  represents  Mr.  Justice  Lawrence  to  have  said, 
that  if  the  demise  was  by  the  deed  of  the  husband  and  wife» 
it  would  have  determined  by  the  husband^s  decease,  unless 
the  wife  had  afterwards  confirmed  it.  The  meaning  of  this 
passage  is  obvious,  though  not  very  clearly,  perhaps  not  accu- 
rately, expressed.  It  is  not  true  that  the  lease  would  deter- 
mine on  the  husband's  death,  unless  afterwards  confirmed ; 
for  it  is  a  well-established  principle,  that  an  interest  actually 
void  or  determined  cannot  be  continued  or  revived  by  subse- 
quent confirmation.  Nor  is  the  converse  true;  for  the  interest 
of  the  lessee,  if  confirmal>le,  or,  in  other  words,  voidable,  and 
not  void,  which  the  sentence  admits,  would  not  be  determined 
by  the  husband's  decease,  although  the  widow  should  refuse 
to  confirm  it ;  to  avoid  it,  she  must  enter  (t),  or  pursue  some 
course  equivalent  to  entry,  such  as  bringing  trespass  {k),  and 
then,  and  not  before,  will  the  lease  be  at  an  end  (Z).  The 
words  of  the  learned  judge  were  probably  misreported. 

Some  of  the  cases,  however,  draw  a  distinction  between 
leases  granted  by  the  husband  and  wife,  and  leases  granted 
by  the  husband  alone  of  her  lands ;  and  treat  the  former 
as  capable  of  confirmation,  and  therefore  voidable  only; 
the  latter,  as  incapable  of  confirmation,  and  therefore  void. 

(e)  JaekBon  v.  Mordant,  Gro.  Elii.  (h)  Pany  v.  Hindle,  2  Taunt.  180. 

112.   Broome  v,  Mordant^Ibid.  Smal-  See  also  Hill  v.  Saunden,  2  Bing.  112; 

man  v.  Agboxow,  Gro.  Jac.  417 ;  S.  C.  S.  C.  9  J.  B.  Mo.  238;  4  Ban.  &  Gree. 

1  BoL  401.  441 ;  J.  Bridgm.  42.  529. 

(/)  Shipwith  V.  Steed,  Gro.  Eliz.  (i)  Smahnan  v.  Agborow,  Gro.  Jae. 

769.    Greenwood  v.  Tyher,  Gro.  Jac.  417. 

563;  S.  G.  Pabn.  29.  (k)  Bac.  Ab.  tit  Leasee,  (G.)  1. 

(g)  Doe  dem.  GoUina  v,  Weller,  7  (0  Jackson  v.  Mordant,  Gro.  Eliz, 

Term  Rep.  478.  112.    Broome  v.  Mordant,  Ibid. 
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Thus  we  see  in  7  Ass.  12  pi.  18  (m),  that  baron  leased  certain 
lands  [of  which  he  and  she  were  seised]  in  right  of  the  wife 
for  term  of  years^  and  died^  and  the  wife^  after  the  death 
of  the  baron^  and  during  the  term^  gave  the  same  with  livery 
of  seisin  to  the  plaintiff^  and  it  was  held  that  the  feoffee  held 
by  good  title^  and  that  the  estate  in  the  term  was  defeated. 
The  report  adds^  ''  Sic  Nota,  as  soon  as  the  baron  died,  the 
term  of  the  termor  was  determined ;  for  the  wife  was  always 
f  defrankf"  So,  according  to  Brooke^s  Abridgment  (n),  it 
was  said  by  Paston,  that  if  husband  alone  leased  lands  of  the 
wife  for  life,  she  should  not  have  waste  after  his  death,  for 
she  was  no  party  to  the  lease,  and  hence  it  followed  that  the 
wife  by  acceptance  of  rent,  where  she  was  no  party  to  the 
lease,  should  not  be  bound,  if  it  was  upon  a  lease  for  years, 
but  might  enter;  but,  if  it  was  upon  a  lease  for  life,  she  was 
put  to  a  cut  in  vitd  (o).  Again,  taking  the  cases  in  chronolo- 
gical succession,  we  find  in  Brooke's  Abridgment  ( jp),  that  if 
baron  and  feme  joined  in  a  lease  of  the  land  of  the  wife, 
rendering  rent,  and  after  his  death  she  accepted  the  rent, 
she  should  be  bound ;  but  that  it  was  otherwise  where  the 
baron  alone  made  a  gift  or  lease,  reserving  rent,  and  he  died, 
and  the  wife  accepted  rent ;  there  she  should  not  be  bound : 
Nota  dwersUie  quod  mdlus  contrtidixU,  So  it  appears  in  the 
same  Abridgment  (9),  that  if  husband  and  wife  made  a 
feofiment  in  fee  of  the  lands  of  the  wife,  rendering  rent  to 
them  and  the  survivor,  her  acceptance  of  rent  after  her  hus- 
band's death  would  bar  her  of  her  cut  in  vitd ;  but  that  if  the 
baron  alone  made^  a  feoffment  in  fee  of  her  land,  reserving 
rent,  her  acceptance  after  his  death  would  not  bar  her; 


(m)  The  Index  to  the  vol.,  tit. 
Baron  and  Feme,  and  Bro.  Ab.  tit. 
Leases,  pi.  24,  refer,  erroneously,  to  7 
Abb.  pi.  19. 

(n)  Bro.  Ab.  tit.  Baire,  pi.  27.  21 
H.  6.  24.  5. 

(o)  This  was  before  the  passing  of 
the  act  of  32  Hen.  8.  c.  28.  s.  €,  ex- 
plained by  34  &  35  Hen.  8.  c  22, 
which  invested  her,  and  the  persons 


claiming  beneficially  after  her  death, 
with  a  right  of  entry,  and  conseqnently 
with  the  power  of  bringing  a  pooBCooory 
as  distinguished  from  a  real  action. 
The  distinctions,  however,  are  now 
abolished.    See  3  &  4  W.  4.  c  27.  s.  36. 

(l>)  Bro.  Ab.  Aceeptannoe,  pi.  6. 
15  £.4.  18.4. 

{q)  Bro.  Ab.  Coi  in  viti,  pi.  I.  26 
H.  8.  2.  2. 
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because  she  was  not  privy  to  the  lease.  The  words  of  Brooke^ 
translated,  ajre: — ^if  the  haron  alone  make  a  feoffment  or  lease 
with  reservation^  and  the  wife  accept  the  rent^  this  shall  not 
bind  her,  for  she  was  not  privy. 

To  these  may  be  added  the  case  of  Gttrdiner  v.  Norman  (r). 
Husband  and  wife  signed  and  sealed  a  lease  by  indenture  of 
her  land,  and  joined  in  executing  a  letter  of  attorney  to  a 
third  party  to  deliver  the  deed  upon  the  land  in  their  names. 
An  action  having  been  brought  by  the  husband,  the  defen- 
dant took  an  exception  to  the  declaration,  on  the  ground  of 
its  proceeding  as  upon  a  lease  by  the  husband,  and  not  by 
him  and  wife.  It  was  held,  however,  that,  as  the  wife  was 
incapable  of  making  a  letter  of  attorney  («),  the  delivery  by 
the  attorney  was  void  as  to  the  wife,  and  so  the  lease  was  the 
husband's  only;  but  that,  had  the  deed  been  dehvered  on  the 
land  by  the  husband  and  wife,  it  would  have  been  a  good 
lease  for  both,  and  the  plaintiff  ought  to  have  declared  accord- 
ingly (/) ;  that,  as  it  was,  the  lease,  being  the  husband's  only, 
was  not  voidable,  but  void  against  the  wife ;  and,  therefore, 
that  the  declaration  was  good. 

It  is  evident  that  the  reason  advanced  in  support  of  the 
supposed  distinction  between  leases  by  the  husband  alone, 
and  leases  by  the  husband  and  wife,  is  opposed  to  every 
principle  of  law  which  regulates  the  rights  and  powers  of 
husband  and  wife  during  coverture;  and  it  is  yet  to  be 
shown  how  a  woman  disabled  by  marriage  from  transferring 
her  estate,  or  binding  herself  at  law  {u)  by  contract,  otherwise 
than  by  matter  of  record,  can  alter  the  quality  of  a  lease 
granted  of  her  lands  during  coverture,  by  simply  concurring 


(r)  Gardiner  v.  Normaa,  Cro.  Jac. 
617,  (the  first  page  of  that  nnmber). 
And  see  Anon.  Hutt.  102.  3  Leon.  72. 
4  Leon.  74. 

(i)  Gardiner  v.  Norman,  sap.  Wil- 
son V.  Riche,  Yely.  1;  S.  C.  1  Brownl. 
Sl  Gold.  134.  Phimmer  v.  Hockett, 
Noy,  133.  2  Brownl.  248.  Bat  see 
cont  Anon,  v,  Hopkins,  Cro.  Car.  165, 
and  Cooper's  case,  2  Leon.  200.     See 


also  SBulstr.  13. 

(t)  But  see  cont,  as  to  the  necessity 
for  joining  her  as  plaintiff  in  an  action, 
Bret  v.  Comberland,  Cro.  Jac.  399; 
S.C.  lRoL359;3BalBtr.  163.  Beaver 
V.  Lane,2  Mod.  217.  Arnold  v.  Revoult, 
1  Brod.  &  Bing.  442 ;  S.  C.  4  J.  B.  Mo.  66, 

(u)  As  to  her  contracts  in  equity 
with  relation  to  her  separate  estate, 
see  ante,  p.  48.  , 
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with  her  husband  in  the  deed  of  demise.  It  is  apprehended 
that  the  distinction  would  receive  but  little  consideration  at 
the  present  day.  Indeed^  we  are  not  destitute  of  authority 
(even  of  later  date  than  that  of  an  opposite  tendency)  to 
show  that  a  lease  of  the  wife's  land^  though  not  executed  by 
her^  is  not  Toid^  but  Toidable  only^  on  her  husband's  death. 

The  position  has  more  than  once  been  urged  in  argument  {v) 
without  contradiction.  So^  in  Broooke's  Abridgment  {x), 
it  is  stated^  that  if  tenant  in  tail^  or  a  man  seised  in  right  of 
his  wife^  lease  lands  for  a  term  of  years^  and  die,  and  the  wife, 
or  the  issue  in  tail,  accept  rent,  the  lease  is  affirmed  good.  It 
is  right,  however,  to  notice,  that  this  passage  in  Brooke  differs 
from  the  Year  Book,  21  H.  7.  88.  pi.  47,  of  which  it  professes 
to  be  an  abridgment,  in  an  important  particular.  Conesby 
there  said^  ''that  a  lease  which  was  void  could  be  made  good 
by  matter  ex  post  facto;  as  if  tenant  in  tail  lease  lands  for 
years,  rendering  rent,  and  die,  and  the  issue  in  tail  accept  the 
rent ;  or  if  a  lease  be  made  by  baron  and  feme  of  the  lands 
of  the  feme,  rendering  rent;  by  acceptance  of  rent,  the  ieaae 
and  the  issue  in  tail  have  made  the  lease  which  was  void 
good.''  According  to  Brooke's  Abridgment,  the  lease  in 
question  was  made  by  the  husband  alone;  but  the  Year 
Book  expressly  recognises  the  wife  as  a  party;  and  it  is 
rather  singular  that  Conesby  made  no  distinction  between  a 
voidable  and  a  void  interest,  as  appears  from  his  declaration, 
that  a  lease  which  was  void  could  be  made  good  by  matter  ex 
post  facto  (y). 

Later  authorities,  however,  bearing  more  expressly  on  the 
point,  are  entitled  to  greater  confidence.  Thus,  in  Jordan  v. 
Wikes  {z),  the  husband  alone  had  made  a  lease  of  his  wife's  lands 
for  the  purpose  of  trying  the  title;  and  the  court  clearly  held, 
that  it  was  voidable  only  by  her  after  his  death,  and  not  void. 

From  a  modem  case  (a)  also  we  may  collect  that  Lord 

(v)  By  Seijt  Gawdy,  in  Browning  {x)  Aoeeptannoe,  pi.  10. 

V.  Beston,  Plowd.  137,  and  afterwards  {y)  And  see  10  H.  6. 24.  pL  83.  [B]. 

confirmed  by  Sir  Thomas  Coventr}',  (z)  Jordan  v.  Wikes,  Gro.  Jae.  332; 

Solicitor-General,  in  Smalman  v.  Ag-  S.  €.,  nom.  Wilkes  v.  Jorden,  Hob.  5. 

bunrough,  1  Rol.  402.  (a)  Parry  v,  Hindle,  2  Taimt  ISO. 
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Mansfield^s  opinion  was^  that  a  demise  by  the  husband  alone^ 
seised  in  right  of  his  wife^  was  not  detennined  by  his  death. 
His  lordship's  words  were: — ''A  hoshend  seised  in  right  of 
his  wife  may^  and  usually  does^  demise  alone  during  the 
co¥^rtuje  {b):  when  he  dies^  all  the  rent  accrued  up  to  the 
time  of  his  decease  does  not  go  over  with  the  reverrion  to  the 
wife;  it  is  assets  in  the  hands  of  the  husband's  executors.  The 
wife  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  demise  or  the  rent.''  Now, 
as  the  reversion  survives  to  the  widow  on  the  husband's 
decease,  and  as  a  rerendon  cannot  subsist  without  a  tenancy, 
and  as  a  t^aiancy  by  sufferance  is  not  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
pose {c),  it  seems  to  follow  that  the  estate  of  the  lessee  of  the 
husband  is  voidable  only  on  his  death;  for  if  it  were  actually 
void,  the  determixiation  of  the  tenancy  would  be  a  deter- 
mination of  the  reversion  {d). 

An  attempt  to  reconcile  these  jarring  decisions  would  prove 
a  firoitless  task,  and  in  all  probability  render  concision  more 
confoaed.  A  late  eminent  writer  (e),  however,  has  suggested 
the  possibility  of  reconciling  them,  by  distinguishing  between 
leases  for  life  and  years;  and  he  urges,  that  as,  in  the  former 
case,  the  estate  oommenees  by  livery,  it  can  only  be  avoided 
by  entry,  but  that  in  the  latter  the  lease  is  absolutely  void 
and  determined  by  the  husband's  death:  but  it  »  submitted, 
that  this  conclusion  is  not  justified  by  the  authorities. 

On  the  whole,  perhaps,  we  may  conclude,  that  a  lease  not 
pursuant  to  the  enabling  statute,  or  the  fines  and  recoveries 
abolition  act,  by  the  husband  alone,  or  by  the  husband  and 
wife,  of  her  lands,  whether  it  be  for  life,  or  years,  instead  of 
being  determined  on  his  death  in  her  Ufetime,  will  continue 
in  operation  until  avoided  by  her;  and  that  any  act  of 
confirmation  by  her,  or  by  an  after-taken  husband  (/),  or 

(h)  This  asaertion  is  questionable.  the  case  of  MiUer  v,  Maynewaring, 

The  lease  is  never  made  by  the  hu»*  W.  Jo.  354;  S.  C.,more  Ailly  reported, 

band  alone,  if  he  professes  to  demise  Cro.  Car.  397,  5tfa  resolution. 

in  pursuance  of  the  enabling  statute  of  (e)  Seijt  Williams  ;  see  his  note  to 

Henry  the  8th.  Wotton  v.Hele,  2  Saund.  180. 1 80,a.  b. 

(c)  Dy.  28,b.  (/)  Anon.  2  Dy.  159,  a.  pi.  (36). 

(d)  Tliis  reasoning  is  supported  by  3  Salk.  3. 
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persons  claimiiig  in  privity  to  lier(^)^  will  confer  on  the 
lessee  an  estate  absolute  and  unavoidable  for  tbe  remainder 
of  his  term.  The  opinion  of  many  distinguished  members  of 
the  profession  (h),  moreover,  fieivours  this  conclusion,  which 
was  evidently  entertained^  on  a  balance  of  authorities,  by  the 
learned  author  (»)  of  the  title  Leases  in  Bacon^s  Abridg- 
ment (k);  although  it  must  be  admitted  that  some  of  the  mar- 
ginal cases  there  cited  do  not  warrant  that  opinion. 

The  lease,  on  being  determined  by  the  widow,  is  deemed 
to  have  been  void  as  against  her  ab  ifdtio  (/) ;  and  after  the 
avoidance  the  lessee  may  plead  wm  dimiserunt  to  an  action 
counting  on  the  demise  of  husband  and  wife  (m). 

The  privilege  of  electing  to  confirm  or  avoid  the  lease, 
though  exerciseable  by  an  after-taken  husband  (n),  or  by 
parties  claiming  in  privity  to  the  wife  (o),  her  heir  for 
instance,  is  not  capable  of  delegation  (jp). 

Nor  can  a  party  claiming  paramount  the  wife  exercise  it. 
Accordingly,  where  husband  and  wife,  in  right  of  the  wife, 
being  joint-tenants  with  a  third  person,  by  indenture  demised 
the  moiety  of  the  land  for  years,  and  the  wife  died  in  the  life- 
time of  her  husband,  it  was  held,  that  the  surviving  joint- 
tenant  could  not  disturb  the  lease,  as  he  derived  his  title  to 
the  premises  paramount  the  feme,  and  not  under  her  {q). 

Whether  the  principle  of  confirmation  by  the  surviving 
wife  extends  to  the  case  of  a  demise  by  way  of  mortgage  has 
been  the  subject  of  different  opinions  (r).    There  are  two 


(g)  SmalmMi  v.  Agborow,  Cro.  Ja4^ 
417;  S.C.  lRol.401.441;  J.Bridgm. 
42;  3  Bulstr.  272. 

(h)  1  Prest  Abet  335.  4  Byth. 
ConT.  by  Jann.  327;  and  Sweet's  ed. 
Yol.  4,  p.  243.  Com.  Laadl.  &  Ten.  41. 
Woodf.  Landl.  &  Ten.  19.  3rd  ed.  by 
Harrison.    And  see  post,  p.  151. 

(•)  L.  C.  B.  Gilbert. 

(h)  Bac.  Ab.  Leases,  (C.)  1. 

(Q  Thetford  v.  Thetford,  1  Leon. 
192;  S.  C.  Sav.  109;  dted,  3  Co.  27, b. 

(m)  Ibid. 

(»)  Anon.  2  Dy.  159,  a.  pi.  (36). 
3SaUc.  3. 


(o)  Smalman  v.  Agborow,  Cro.  Jac. 
417;  S.  C.  1  Rol.  401.  441 ;  J.  Bridgm. 
42;  3  Bulstr.  272. 

{p)  Cadee  v.  Oliyer,  3  Leon.  153; 
S.C.  Cro.  Eliz.  152. 

(q)  Smalman  v.  Agborow,  sop.  3 
Mod.  300. 

(r)  Roper,  in  his  Treatise  on  "  Hus- 
band and  Wife/'  is  in  favour  oi  the 
wife's  capacity  to  confirm.  The  late 
Mr.  Jacob,  the  Editor  of  the  last  im- 
pression of  that  work  considers  Bfr. 
Roper's  conclusion  questionable;  and 
thinks  that  the  decisions  are  not  nt- 
consistent.  Mr.  Coventry,  on  the  other 
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cases  on  the  subject  {s).  In  the  firsts  husband  and  wife, 
seised  in  right  of  the  wife  in  fee  of  a  share  of  the  New  Biver 
Water^  by  deed,  without  fine,  made  a  lease  for  1,000  years, 
by  way  of  mortgage,  reserving  a  peppercorn  rent.  On  the 
death  of  the  husband,  the  wife  received  the  profits,  and  paid 
the  interest.  The  mortgagee,  having  brought  a  bill  to  fore- 
close the  wife,  insisted  that  the  lease  was  not  actually  void, 
but  voidable  by  her  after  her  husband^s  death,  and  that  heir 
payment  of  interest,  when  discovert,  amounted  to  an  election 
on  her  part  to  affirm  the  lease.  '^  In  this  case,''  said  the 
Master  of  the  Bolls,  "  there  ought  to  have  been  a  fine,  it  being 
the  inheritance  of  the  wife;  if  there  had  been  a  rent  reserved, 
the  acceptance  of  such  rent  by  the  wife,  when  discovert,  would 
have  affirmed  the  lease;  but  here  is  no  acceptance,  and  the 
lease  is  of  an  incorporeal  thing,  out  of  which  rent  could  not 
well  be  reserved  (/) :  wherefore,  the  lease  expiring  by  the 
death  of  the  husband,  the  mortgage  is  also  thereby  deter- 
mined, and  nothing  remaining  to  foreclose.  And  though  the 
court  will  not  narrowly  look  into  the  title,  yet  when  all  this 
is  admitted  on  both  sides,  and  appears  upon  the  opening, 
why  should  I  pronounce  a  vain  decree?''  The  bill  was  dis- 
missed without  costs.  This  decision  requires  a  word  or  two 
of  comment.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  clear  whether  the 
remark,  "  that  if  there  had  been  a  rent  reserved,  the  accept- 
ance of  such  rent  by  the  wife,  when  discovert,  would  have 
affirmed  the  lease,"  was  intended  to  apply  to  the  case  of  a 
lease  by  way  of  mortgage,  or  to  the  case  of  a  common  demise; 
nor,  supposing  it  to  apply  to  the  case  of  a  mortgage,  and 
assimiing  the  possibility  of  reserving  a  rent  out  of  the 
property  in  question,  whether  acceptance  of  a  peppercorn, 
the  only  rent  usually  reserved  on  a  demise  by  way  of  mort- 
gage, would  have  operated  as  a  confirmation.  The  words 
^'  but  here  is  no  acceptance,  and  the  lease  is  of  an  incorporeal 


hand,  dedaroB  that  the  aathoritieB  are  Wms.  127  ;  S.  C.  2  £q.  Ca.  Ab.  132. 

oontradictory.    See  Pow.  Mortg.  by  pi.  4.    Goodright  dem.  Carter  v.  Stra- 

Corentry,  toL  2,  p.  723.  n.  (Q).  phan,  Cowp.  201 ;  1  Dottgl.  53.  n.  [17]. 

(«)  Drybutter  v.  Bartholomew,  2  P.  (0  Sec  as  to  this,  ante,  p.  27. 
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things  out  of  which  rent  could  not  well  be  reserved/^  seem  to 
imply  the  necessity  of  a  rent  being  reserved,  in  order  to 
enable  the  surviving  wife  to  confirm  the  lease ;  but  that  pro- 
position cannot  be  maintained,  if,  in  accordance  with  some 
authorities  (u),  the  power  of  the  surviving  wife  to  confirm  a 
lease  on  which  rent  has  not  been  reserved  be  admitted. 
Acceptance  of  rent,  though  perhaps  the  best,  is  not  Hie  only 
evidence  of  an  intention  to  give  stability  to  a  voidable  estate; 
various  other  acts,  such  as  a  distress  {x),  the  prosecution  of  an 
action  of  waste  (y),  or  even  expressions,  as, "  God  give  you  joy 
of  your  lease''  {z) ;  '^  I  am  content  to  accept  tiie  renf  (a), 
being  deemed  equivalent  to  acceptance.  If  the  Master  of 
the  Bolls  rested  his  judgment,  as  he  appears  to  have  done,  on 
the  necessity  of  a  reservation  of  rent,  the  foundation  of  it  is 
scarcely  secure.  The  case,  though  an  authority  that  payment 
of  interest  alone  would  not  amount  to  a  confirmation  of  tiie 
demise,  seems  to  justify  a  conclusion  tiiat  the  mortgage 
would  have  been  supported  against  the  wife,  had  it  consisted 
of  a  corporeal  hereditament,  accompanied  by  her  acceptance 
of  rent,  when  discovert ;  and  thus  to  admit  the  principle, 
by  acknowledging  her  competency  to  confirm  under  any 
circumstances. 

In  the  other  case  upon  the  point  {b),  decided  half  a  cen- 
tury afterwards  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  the  &cts  were 
as  follow : — By  indenture  dated  in  17S7,  Elizabeth  Carter 
and  her  husband  demised,  by  way  of  mortgage;,  the  pre- 
mises in  question,  of  which  he  and  she  were  seised  in  her 
right,  for  the  term  of  99  years,  at  a  peppercorn  rent.  Three 
exhibits  were  produced,  all  subsequent  to  the  death  of  Charles 
Carter,  the  husband.  The  first  was  an  account  stated,  con- 
sisting, among  other  articles,  of  a  receipt  for  rent  of  one  of 

(u)  Anon.  Huti.  102.    Jackson  v.  (z)  Anon.  4  Leon.  4. 

Mordant,  Cro.  Eliz.  112.  (a)  Anon.  Dy.  159,  a.  pi.  (36). 

(x)  Doe  dem.  Flower  v.   Peck,  1  (&)  Goodright  dem.  Carter  v,  Stra- 

Bam.  &  Adol.  428.  phan,  Cowp.  201 ;  1  Doog^.  53.  n.  [17]. 

(y)  Anon.  Hntt  102.    The  writ  of  And  see  Ctinton  v.  Hooper,  1  Vee.  jim. 

waate  was  abolished  by  3  &  4  W.  4.  ]  77. 
c.  27.  s.  36. 
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the  houses,  firom  1755  to  1760,  out  of  which  was  deducted  an 
article  for  interest  due,  a  balance  struck,  and  the  account 
signed  by  Elizabeth  Carter.  The  second  was  as  follows : — 
£3  May,  1768.  I  do  hereby  surrender  the  possession  of  a 
house  belonging  to  me  at  Beading,  late  in  the  occupation  of 
Mr.  Collins,  but  now  empty,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Sanders  and 
Mr.  William  Smith,  executors  of  Mr.  WiUiam  Oreening, 
deceased,  the  mortgagee  thereof.  Signed,  Elisabeth  Carter : 
witness,  John  Lewii.  The  third  ran  thus : — 23  May,  1763. 
Mr.  Miles,  I  do  hereby  direct  you  to  attorn  tenant  for  your 
house  and  shop  at  Reading,  from  Lady-day  last,  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Sanders  and  Mr.  William  Smith,  executors  of  Mr.  William 
Greening,  the  mortgagee  of  the  said  premises,  and  to  pay  them 
all  rent  that  shall  become  due  for  the  same  from  that  time :  and 
I  desire  you  will  pay  the  rent  that  was  due  at  Lady-day  last  to 
the  same  person  as  you  formerly  paid  your  rent  to  for  my  use : 
Signed,  Elizabeth  Carter:  witness,  John  Lewis. — Lord  Mans- 
field, who  deliyered  the  judgment  of  the  court,  after  obserr- 
ing,  that  in  strictness  a  fine  was  the  proper  method  for  a 
married  woman  to  part  with  her  right,  and  animadverting  on 
the  injustice  of  the  wife^s  attempt  to  set  aside  the  mortgage, 
continued  thus  :-^-''  Mr.  Wallace  at  the  trial  put  it  upon  the 
footing  of  leases  by  husband  and  wife,  reserving  rent  or  no 
rent,  which  the  authorities  say  are  not  void,  but  only  void- 
able by  the  wife  after  the  husband's  death,  and  if  she  ratifies 
them  she  is  bound.  It  was  answered  that  those  authorities 
were  by  way  of  exception  to  the  general  rule  of  law,  which 
says,  the  deed  of  a  married  woman  is  void,  and  they  were 
allowed  of  for  the  sake  of  agriculture  and  tillage :  that  this, 
it  is  true,  is  a  lease  for  99  years,  and  a  century  ago  the  court 
would  not  have  seen  further ;  but  now,  it  is  said,  the  court 
must  look  further,  and  see  the  real  intent  of  the  deed, 
namely,  that  it  was  a  mortgage.  We  are  all  of  opinion  that 
the  answer  is  a  good  one,  and  that  the  exception  to  the 
general  rule  was  allowed  of  for  the  advancement  of  agricul- 
ture and  tillage.  We  are  also  of  opinion,  that  the  court  ought 
to  look  into  the  substance  of  the  deed,  and  to  see  with  the 
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same  eyes  as  the  rest  of  the  world :  it  is  in  substance  amort- 
gage^  though  in  form  a  lease  for  99  years.  But  we  think  we 
have  good  authority  to  say^  that  the  wife  is  nevertheless 
bound  by  it^  and  that  her  subsequent  acts  set  up  this  mort- 
gage against  her/'  Thus  the  cases  appear  to  be  consistent; 
and  as  Drybutter  v,  Bartholomew  admitted  the  wife's  power 
to  confirm ;  and  as  judgment  was  given  against  the  wife  in 
the  case  of  Groodright  dem.  Carter  v.  Straphan^  on  the  ground 
of  her  redelivery  of  the  mortgage  deed  operating  as  a  con- 
firmation^ we  may  perhaps  conclude  that  the  demise  by  hus- 
band and  wife  of  her  freehold  lands  by  way  of  mortgage,  by 
simple  deed,  without  an  instrument  of  record,  is  a  voidable 
and  not  a  void  interest  in  the  mortgagee  on  the  death  of  the 
husband  in  the  lifetime  of  the  wife. 

The  student  may  be  cautioned  in  this  place  against  the 
adoption  of  a  too  prevailing  notion,  usually  the  result  of  indo- 
lence, that  these  discussions  are  rather  speculative  than 
useful.  Though  the  enabling  statute,  to  which  we  may  now 
direct  our  attention,  materially  extended  the  leasing  powers 
of  husband  and  wife  over  the  wife's  freehold  estates,  he  will  not 
fail  to  perceive  that  questions  relating  to  such  of  their  leases 
as  are  not  in  conformity  with  that  statute,  or  the  act  for  the 
abolition  of  fines  and  recoveries  (c),  and  they  are  numerous, 
must  be  referred  for  solution  to  the  common  law  :  and  hence 
we  perceive  the  application  of  the  cases  already  cited  in  this 
division  to  the  purposes  of  modem  practice. 

We  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  enabling 
statute  {(i),  so  far  as  it  is  applicable  to  leases  granted  by 
husband  and  wife.  That  statute  enacted,  "  that  all  leases 
thereafter  to  be  made  of  any  manors,  lands,  tenements,  or 
other  hereditaments,  by  writing  indented  under  seal,  for  term 
of  years,  or  for  term  of  life,  by  any  person  or  persons  being  of 
full  age  of  twenty-one  years,  having  any  estate  of  inheritance 
either  in  fee-simple,  or  in  fee-tail,  in  their  own  right,  or  in 
the  right  of  their  wives,  or  jointly  with  their  wives,  of  any 

(c)  3  &  4  W.  4.  c.  74.  {d)  32  Hen.  8.  c,  28. 
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estate  of  inheritance,  made  before  the  coverture  or  after, 
should  be  good  and  effectual  in  the  law  against  the  lessors, 
their  wives,  heirs,  and  successors,  and  every  of  them,  according 
to  such  estate  as  was  comprised  and  specified  in  every  such 
indenture  of  lease,  in  like  manner  and  form  as  the  same 
should  have  been  if  the  lessors  thereof  and  every  of  them,  at 
the  time  of  making  of  such  leases,  had  been  lawfully  seised 
of  the  same  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  comprised 
in  such  indenture,  of  a  good  perfect  and  pure  estate  of  fee* 
simple  thereof  to  their  own  only  uses,''  on  the  observance  of 
the  same  conditions  as  by  the  act  in  question  were  imposed 
upon  tenants  in  tail  (e)  and  ecclesiastical  persons ;  the  third 
section  of  the  act  providing,  that  the  wife  be  made  a  party  to 
every  such  lease  which  thereafter  should  be  made  by  her 
husband,  of  any  manors,  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments, 
being  the  inheritance  of  the  wife;  and  that  every  such  lease 
be  made  by  deed  indented  in  the  name  of  the  husband  and 
his  wife,  and  she  to  seal  the  same;  and  that  the  ferm  and 
rent  be  reserved  to  the  husband  and  to  the  wife,  and  to  the 
heirs  of  the  wife,  according  to  her  estate  of  inheritance  in  the 
same ;  and  that  the  husband  shall  not  in  anywise  alien,  dis- 
charge, grant,  or  give  away,  the  same  rent  reserved,  nor  any 
part  thereof,  longer  than  during  the  coverture,  without  it  be 
by  fine  (/)  levied  by  the  said  husband  and  wife ;  but  that 
the  same  rent  shall  remain,  descend,  revert,  or  come,  after 
the  death  of  such  husband,  unto  such  person  or  persons,  and 
their  heirs,  in  such  manner  and  sort  as  the  lands  so  leased 
should  have  done  if  no  such  lease  had  been  thereof  made/' 

Leases,  therefore,  made  in  pursuance  of  this  statute  will 
continue  in  operation  during  the  term,  notwithstanding  the 
death  of  the  wife,  whose  heir,  though  entitled  to  the  rent, 
cannot  eject  the  lessee,  or  enter  into  possession  without  being 
guilty  of  a  trespass  {ff). 

{€)  As  to  which,  see    ante,  p.  66,  (g)  Hill  v,  Saunders,  2  Bing.  112; 

etteq.  S.C.  9  J.  B.  Mo. 238;  in  error,  4  Bam. 

(/)  Fines  were  abolished  by  3  &  4  &  Cres.  529. 
W.  4.  c.  71. 


154  OF  THE  CONTRACTING  PAKTISS.  [PabT  IIL 

The  construction  of  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  act 
alike  on  husbands  and  wives^  tenants  in  tail^  and  ecclesias- 
tical bodies,  having  undergone  inyestigation  in  a  preceding 
page  {h),  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  point  out  in  this  place 
such  few  peculiarities  of  the  statute  as  exdusiyely  affect 
demises  by  husbands  and  wives. 

The  statute  does  not  extend  to  cases  where  the  husband 
and  wife  are  seised  in  her  right  of  an  estate  of  fireehold  not 
of  inheritance  (i).  The  validity,  therefore,  of  leases  derived 
under  such  estates  must  be  referred  to  the  rules  of  the  com- 
mon law,  or  to  the  powers  conferred  by  the  late  act  for 
abolishing  fines  and  recoveries  (il),  to  which  attention  will 
shortly  be  more  particularly  directed. 

If  a  husband  purchase  land  to  him  and  his  wife  and  their 
heirs,  it  seems  that  a  lease  for  years  made  by  hiio  alone  will 
bind  the  surviving  wife.  Such  a  lease  is  rendered  effective 
by  the  body  of  the  act,  and  does  not  fall  within  the  words  or 
intent  of  the  proviso  {I). 

Where  lands  were  given  to  husband  and  wife  and  the  heirs 
of  their  two  bodies,  and  the  husband  died  leaving  issue  by  the 
wife,  and  she  made  a  lease  of  the  lands  according  to  the 
statute  of  S2  Hen.  8,  it  was  doubted  whether  the  lease  was 
good  i^ainst  the  issue,  as  the  statute  said  that  the  lease 
should  be  good  against  the  lessor  and  lus  heirs,  and  the 
issue  did  not  claim  as  heir  to  the  wife  only,  but  as  heir 
of  both  husband  and  wife ;  but  Windham  and  Rhodes, 
Justices,  agreed  that  the  lease  should  bind  the  issue  by  the 
statute  (m). 

As  the  act  does  not  authorise  demises  of  ccqiyhold 
lands  as  against  the  lord,  a  lease  by  the  husband  of  a  feme 
copyholder  in  fee  for  a  term  not  warranted  by  the  custom, 
nor  by  the   lord's    license,  will    operate    as    a  forfeiture 


(A)  Ante,  p.  66,  et  teq.  HobAit  doubted. 

(0  Go.  Lit  44.    Bmrgp.  n.  (2).  (m)  Anon.  Godb.  102.  pL  119.   The 

{k)  S  &  4  W.  4.  c.  74.  doubt  mentioned  in  the  text  was  en- 

(0  Smith  V,  Trinder,  Cro.  Car.  22,  tertained  by  Fenner,  J, 
per  Yelvorton,  Harvey,  and  Croke; 
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during  the  husband's  life ;  reversible^  however,  by  the  sur- 
viving w]fe(fi). 

So,  if  a  husband  seised  of  a  manor  in  right  of  his  wife 
lease  a  copyhold,  parcel  thereof  for  years,  by  indenture,  and 
die,  the  copyhold  quality  of  the  lands  demised  will  not  be 
destroyed  as  to  the  wife;  her  right  to  demise  by  copy  reviving 
on  her  husband's  death  (o). 

Care  must  be  taken  to  reserve  the  rent  conformably  to  the 
mode  required  by  the  act.  Where  a  coparcener  in  tail,  and 
the  husband  of  a  deceased  coparcener,  being  tenant  by  the 
curtesy,  joined  in  demising  the  lands  entailed,  reserving  the 
rent  to  them  and  their  heirs,  it  was  held  that  the  lease  was 
not  protected  by  the  statute,  as  the  rent  was  not  reserved  to 
the  donee  of  the  estate  tail  and  the  heirs  of  her  body  inherit- 
able thereto  (p). 

A  mere  contract  by  the  husband  for  a  lease  of  his  wife's 
freehold  lands  will  not  be  enforced  against  her  surviving, 
whatever  may  be  the  consideration  (q). 

Leaseholds  for  years  of  which  the  husband  is  possessed  in 
right  of  his  wife,  being  unaffected  by  the  enabling  statute, 
are  subject,  as  we  have  seen  (r),  to  his  common  law  power  of 
alienation.  His  right  to  dispose  of  the  term,  either  abso- 
lutely, partially,  or  conditionally,  is  unquestionable  («).  He 
may  confer  by  demise  an  immediate  interest  and  possession ; 
or  may  underlet  for  a  term  to  commence  even  after  his 
death  {() ;  and  the  lessee  will  be  entitled  to  the  term  in 
exclusion  of  the  surviring  wife ;  though  she  will  be  entitled 
to  that  part  of  the  term  of  which  the  husband  makes  no 
disposition  (tt). 


(n)  Hedd  v.  CSialeiMr,  Gro.  £liz. 
149.  SaTorne  v.  Smith,  Cro.  Car.  7 ; 
S.  C.  2  Rol.  344.  361 ;  Palm.  383; 
BendL  131 ;  S.  C,  nom.  Smitbi  v.  Se- 
▼eme,  BendL  147,  the  aecond  page  of 
tfaatnmnber. 

(o)  CoDesbie  v.  Boaky,  Cro.  Eliz. 
459,  the  second  page  of  that  number. 

{p)  Thom8on*s  case.  Latch,  45. 

(q)  Earl  of  Darlington  v.  Pnlteney, 


Cowp.  260.  267.  Anon.  Freem.  Ch. 
Rep.  224,  case  296.     1  Seho.  &  Lef.  71. 

(r)  Ante,  p.  189. 

(«)  Ante,  p.  139. 

(t)  Anon.Poph.4.  Harbin  v.  Chard, 
Poph.  96-7.  Harbin  v.  Barton,  Mo. 
395.  Grate  v.  Locroft,  Cro.  Eliz.  287 ; 
S.  C.  cited,  Mo.  395 ;  1  Co.  155,  a.; 
Cart.  155. 

(m)  Ante,  p.  139. 
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In  like  manner^  the  husband  may  dispose  of  the  trust  of  a 
term  created  in  favour  of  the  wife  before  marriage,  unless  the 
trust  move  from  him^  or  be  created  with  his  privity  and  con- 
sent {v),  in  which  case  his  consent  should  be  testified  by  his 
execution  of  the  deed  of  trust  {x). 

In  a  case  in  Modem  reports  (y),  a  husband  possessed  of  a 
term  in  right  of  his  wife^  and  divorced  k  mens&  et  toro,  was, 
on  the  urgent  request  of  counsel,  restrained  by  injunction 
from  disposing  of  it ;  so  that  the  merits  of  the  case  might 
come  before  the  court. 

Of  a  mere  possibility  of  survivorship,  as  if  lands  be  de- 
mised to  husband  and  wife  for  their  lives,  remainder  to  the 
survivor  of  them  for  years,  he  cannot  dispose  so  as  to  bind 
the  wife  surviving  {z).  So,  if  a  woman  be  guardian  in  socage, 
a  lease  by  her  and  her  husband  of  the  infant's  land  is  void- 
able by  her  on  his  decease  (a). 

.  It  is  not  definitively  settled  whether  a  contract  by  the 
husband  for  a  lease  of  his  wife's  term  is,  as  against  her  sur- 
viving, tantamount  in  equity  to  an  actual  legal  disposition. 

In  Steed  v.  Cragh(6),  indeed,  it  was  expressly  declared 
that  the  husband's  contract  was  such  a  lien  as  would  bind  the 
right  in  whose  hands  soever  it  might  come,  and  would  be  good 
against  the  wife  surviving ;  but  as  no  trace  of  that  case  is  dis- 
coverable in  the  Registrar's  book,  its  authority  has  been  ques- 
tioned (c).  The  point  was  agitated  before  Lord  Eldon,  and 
his  impression  was  clearly  in  favour  of  the  validity  of  the  con- 
tract {d).  After  expressing  a  wish  that  a  search  should  be 
made  for  precedents,  his  lordship  observed,  that  if  the  ques- 


(v)  Sir  Edward  Turner's  case,  1 
Vem.  7;  S.  C.  1  Eq.  Co.  Ab.  58.  pi.  2. 
Pitt  V.  Hunt,  1  Vem.  18;  S.  C.  1  Eq. 
Ca.  Ab.  58.  pi.  3;  2  Ch.  Ca.  73.  Bates 
V.  Dandy,  2  Atk.  207-8.  Jewson  v. 
Moulson,  2  Atk.  42.  Tador  v.  Samyne, 
2  Vem.  270  ;  S.  C.  1  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  58. 
pi.  4.  Free.  Ch.  419.  Lord  Carteret 
V,  Paschal,  3  P.  Wms.  201.  Draper's 
case,  1  Freem.  Ch.  Rep.  29.  Koupe 
V,  Atkinson,  Bunb.  162.  Donne  v. 
llai-t,  2  Ross.  &  Myl.  360.     But  sec 


Hardr.  496 ;  and  Doyly  v.  Pearsall, 
Freem.  Ch.  Rep.  138,  cont,  whidi 
cannot  be  supported. 

(x)  Pitt  V.  Hunt,  sup. 

(y)  Anon.  9  Mod.  43. 

(z)  Lampet's  case,  10  Co.  51,  a. 
Poph.  5.    Co.  Lit.  351,  a. 

(a)  Osbom  v.  Carden,  Plowd.  293. 

(6)  Steed  V.  Cragh,  9  Mod.  42 ; 
S.  C.  2  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  37. 

(c)  See  6  Vcs.  403. 

(d)  Druce  r.  Deuison,  6  Vcs.  385. 


Ch.  I.8.III.]  WHO  MAT  BE  LESSORS: — BUSBAND  AND  WIFE.    157 

tioB  were  untouched  by  decision^  he  apprehended  that  analogy 
to  other  cases  would  make  out  that  an  assignment  in  equity 
was  for  this  purpose  as  good  as  an  assignment  at  law.  But 
he  said  that  without  prejudice. 

Where  the  husband  haying  a  term  of  years  in  right  of  his 
wife  underlets,  and  dies  during  the  underlease,  it  is  well 
understood,  though  the  cases  on  the  subject  are  confused  and 
contradictory  {e),  that  his  executors,  and  not  the  wife,  are 
entitled  to  the  rent  for  the  residue  of  the  lease,  particularly 
if  it  be  specially  reserved  to  him  and  his  executors  (/), 
notwithstanding  the  reversion  survives  to  the  wife  {g).  The 
words  of  Lord  Coke  are,  '^  If  a  man  be  possessed  of  a  term  of 
forty  years  in  right  of  his  wife,  and  make  a  lease  for  twenty 
years,  reserving  a  rent,  and  die,  the  wife  shall  have  the 
residue  of  the  term,  but  the  executors  of  the  husband  shall 
have  the  rent ;  for  it  was  not  incident  to  the  reversion,  for 
that  the  wife  was  not  a  party  to  the  lease ^^  (A).  Whether 
the  circumstance  of  the  wife's  being  a  party  to  the  lease 
would  make  any  difference,  as  the  concluding  words  of  the 
passage  just  quoted  seem  to  intimate,  is  not  stated.  In  a 
modem  work  of  deserved  celebrity  (i)  it  is  stated,  ''that  if 
the  wife  be  party  to  the  lease,  and  the  rent  be  expressly 
Umited  to  her  and  the  husband  and  the  survivor,  the  wife 
surviving  the  husband  is  clearly  entitled ;  and  probably  the 
same  rule  would  be  held  to  apply,  if  the  wife  were  a  party  to 


(e)  Loftu8*8  case,  Cro.  Ellz.  279. 
Perk.  B.  834.  Blaxton  v.  Heath,  Poph. 
145 ;  S.  C,  nom.  Blackston  v.  Heap, 
Godb.  279.  AcecAp£iig  to  Popham^s 
report  of  Hub  case,  it  appears  that 
Montague,  C.  J.,  Crook,  and  Houghton, 
thought  that  the  wife  should  not  have 
the  rent;  and  of  the  same  opinion  was 
Hobert,  C  J.  of  the  Common  Pleas  ; 
and  that  Crook  said  that  this  was  a 
special  reservation,  [bdng  to  the  hus- 
band. Us  executors  and  assigns,]  and, 
therefore,  the  executors  should  have 
ity  and  not  the  wife.  Godbolt,  on  the 
other  band,  reports  that  Houghton 
and  Crook,  Justices,  against  Montague, 
C.  J.,  (Doddridge  being  absent,)  thought 


that  the  rent  was  gone;  but  that  it  was 
agreed  by  them  all  that  the  executors 
of  the  husband  should  not  have  it;  and 
that  Montague  held  that  the  wife 
should  have  it  And  see  Norton  v, 
Harvey,  1  Vent  259.  Drew  v,  Bayly, 
2  Lev.  100.  1  RoL  Ab.,  Baron  and 
Feme,  (G.)  pi.  1 1.  Druce  v.  Denison, 
6  Yes.  385.  394. 

(/)  Blaxton  v.  Heath,  Poph.  145« 

Of)  Sym's  case,  Cro.  Eliz.  33. 

(h)  Co.  Lit  46,  b.  Saunders  v. 
Beale,  2  Yem.  62-3  ;  S.  C.  1  £q.  Ca. 
Ab.  69.  pL  9. 

(i)  4  Byth.  Prec.  by  Jarm.  328 ; 
and  Sweet's  ed.  vol.  4,  p.  243. 
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the  leaae^  and  the  reservation  were  general,  and  not  expressly 
to  her  or  the  husband ;  for  it  may  be  concluded  that  it  was 
for  this  purpose  alone  that  the  husband  could  have  required 
her  concurrence/'  The  learned  writer,  however,  quotes  no 
case  in  suj^ort  of  this  position.  He  adds  ''that  if  the  reser- 
vation were  expressly  to  the  husband,  this  would  exclude  all 
inference  in  favour  of  the  wife;  and  the  rent,  though  she  were 
a  party,  would  undoubtedly  belong  to  the  husband.'^ 

The  late  act  ''for  the  abolition  of  fines  and  recoveries,  and 
for  the  substitution  of  more  simple  modes  of  assurance '^  (k), 
has  further  tended  to  fisMsilitate  alienation  by  married  women, 
by  relieving  them  of  the  conditions  formerly  essential  to  their 
conveyances. 

By  this  act  it  is  declared  (/),  that,  after  the  Slst  day  iji 
December,  1833,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  every  married  woman, 
in  every  case,  except  that  of  being  tenant  in  tail  (m),  by  deed 
to  dispose  of  lands  of  any  tenure,  and  also  to  dispose  of, 
release,  surrender,  or  extinguish,  any  estate  which  she  alone, 
or  she  and  her  husband  in  her  right,  may  have  in  any  lands 
of  any  tenure,  as  fully  and  effectually  as  she  could  do  if  she 
were  a  feme  sole ;  save  and  except  that  no  such  disposition, 
release,  surrender,  or  extinguishment,  shall  be  valid  and 
effectual  unless  the  husband  concur  in  the  deed  by  whidi  the 
same  shall  be  effected,  nor  unless  the  deed  be  acknowledged 
by  her  as  by  the  act  is  directed;  provided  always  that  the  act 
shall  not  extend  to  lands  held  by  copy  of  court  roll  of  or  to 
which  a  married  woman,  or  she  and  her  husband  in  her 
right,  may  be  seised  or  entitled  for  an  estate  at  law,  in  any 
case  in  which  any  of  the  objects  to  be  effected  by  the  present 
clause,  could,  before  the  passing  of  the  act,  have  been  effected 
by  her  in  concurrence  with  her  husband  by  surrender  into 
the  hands  of  the  lord  of  the  manor  (^  which  the  lands  may 
be  parcel. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  (n),  that  the  powers  of  di/qposition 

{h)  3  &  4  W.  4.  c.  74.  by  the  40th  section  of  the  act;  and  see 

(0  Sect  77.  ante,  p.  87. 

(to)  For  which  provision  is  made  (»)  Sect  78. 
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given  to  a  married  woman  by  the  act  shaU  not  interfere  with 
any  power  which^  independently  of  the  act^  may  be  vested  in, 
or  Hmited^  or  reserved  to  her,  so  as  to  prevent  her  firom  exer- 
cising such,  power  in  any  case,  except  so  £Btr  as  by  any  dispo- 
sition made  by  her  under  the  act  she  may  be  prevented  fixmi 
so  doing,  in  consequence  of  sadb  power  having  been  suspended 
or  extinguished  by  such  disposition. 

And  further  (o),  that  every  deed  to  be  executed  by  a  mar- 
ried woman  for  any  of  the  purposes  of  the  act  (except  such  as 
may  be  executed  by  her  in  the  character  of  protector  for  the 
sole  purpose  €£  giving  her  consent  to  the  disposition  of  a 
tenant  in  tail)  shaU^  upon  her  executing  the  same,  or  after- 
wards, be  produced  and  acknowledged  by  her  as  her  act  and 
deed  before  a  judges  of  one  of  the  superior  courts  at  West- 
minster, or  a  master  in  Chancery,  or  before  two  of  the 
perpetual  commissioners,  or  two  special  commissioners,  to  be 
respectively  appointed  as  by  the  act  is  provided. 

And  further  {p)  that  in  those  cases  where,  by  reason  of 
residence  beyond  seas,  or  ill  health,  or  any  other  sufficient 
cansCy  any  married  woman  shall  be  prevented  from  making 
the  acknowledgment  required  by  the  act  before  a  judge,  or 
a  master  in  Chancery,  or  any  of  the  perpetual  commissioners, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  at  West- 
mimster,  or  any  judge  of  that  court,  to  issue  a  commission 
specially  appointing  a;ny  persons  therein  named  to  be  com- 
misaioners  to  take  the  acknowledgment  by  any  married  woman 
to  be  therein  named  of  any  such  deed;  provided  always  that 
every  such  commission  shall  be  made  returnable  within  such 
time  to  be  therein  expressed  as  the  said  court  or  judge  shall 
think  fit. 

Section  84  p;rovides,  that  when  a  married  woman  shall 
acknowledge  any  such  deed,  the  judge,  master  in  Chancery, 
or  commissioners,  taking  such  acknowledgment  shall  sign  a 
memorandum,  to  be  indorsed  on,  or  written  at  the  foot,  or  in 
the  margin,  of  such  deed,  which  memorandum,  subject  to  any 
alteration  which  may  from  time  to  time  be  directed  by  the 

(o)  Sect  79.  (i>)  Sect  83. 
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court  of  Common  Pleas^  shall  be  to  the  foUowing  effect,  vide- 
licet: '^This  deed,  marked  [here  add  some  letter  or  other  mark 
for  the  purpose  of  identification]  was  this  day  produced  before 
me  [or  us]  and  acknowledged  by  — r^  therein  named  to  be 
her  act  and  deed,  previous  to  which  acknowledgment  the 

said was  examined  by  me  [or  us]  separately  and  apart 

firom  her  husband  touching  her  knowledge  of  the  contents  of 
the  said  deed  and  her  consent  thereto,  and  declared  the  same 
to  be  freely  and  voluntarily  executed  by  her.''  And  the 
same  judge,  master  in  Chancery,  or  commissioners,  shall  also 
sign  a  certificate  of  the  taking  of  such  acknowledgment,  to  be 
written  or  engrossed  on  a  sejiarate  piece  of  parchment,  which 
certificate,  subject  to  any  alteration  which  may  from  time  to 
time  be  directed  by  the  court  of  Common  Pleas,  shall  be  to 
the  following  effect,  videlicet: — ''These  are  to  certify  that  on 

the day  of ,  in  the  year  one  thousand^  eight  hundred 

and ,  before  me  the  undersigned  Sir  Nicholas  Conyngham 

Tindal  (q),  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  at 
Westminster  [or  before  me  Sir  James  Parke,  knight,  one  of 
the  justices  of  the  court  of  King's  Bench  at  Westminster,  or 
before  me  the  undersigned  James  William  Farrar,  one  of  the 
masters  in  ordinary  of  the  court  of  Chancery,  or  before  us 
A.  B.  and  C.  D.,  two  of  the  perpetual  commissioners  appointed 

for  the for  taking  the  acknowledgments  of  deeds  by 

married  women  pursuant  to  an  act  passed  in  the year 

of  the  reign  of  his  Majesty  King  William  the  4th,  intituled 
an  act  [insert  the  title  of  the  act]  or  before  us  the  under- 
signed A.  B.  and  C.  D.,  two  of  the  commissioners  specially 

appointed  pursuant  to  an  act  passed  in  the year  of  the 

reign  of  his  Majesty  King  William  the  4th,  intituled  an  act 
[insert  the  title  of  the  act]  for  taking  the  acknowledgment 

of  any  deed  by the  wife  of ]  appeared  personally 

the  wife  of and  produced  a  certain  indenture 

marked  [here  add  the  mark]  bearing  date  the day  of 

and  made  between  [insert  the  names  of  the  parties] 

and  acknowledged  the  same  to  be  her  act  and  deed,  and  I 

(7)  His  lordship  died  6  July,  1846. 
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[or  we]  do  hereby  certify  that  the  said was  at  the  time 

of  her  acknowledging  the  said  deed  of  full  age  and  competent 
understandings  and  that  she  was  examined  by  me  [or  us] 
apart  from  her  husband  touching  her  knowledge  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  said  deed^  and  that  she  freely  and  voluntarily 
consented  to  the  same. 

And  it  IB  further  enacted  (r)^  that  every  such  certificate 
of  the  taking  of  an  acknowledgment  by  a  married  woman  of 
any  such  deed^  tc^ether  with  an  affidavit  by  some  person 
verifying  the  same^  and  the  signature  thereof  by  the  party  by 
whom  th^  same  shall  purport  to  be  signed^  shall  be  lodged 
with  some  officer  of  the  court  of  Common  Fleas  at  West- 
minster^  to  be  appointed  as  by  the  act  is  mentioned,  and  such 
officer  shall  examine  the  certificate,  and  see  that  it  is  duly 
signed  either  by  some  judge  or  master  in  Chancery  or  by 
two  commissioners  appointed  pursuant  to  the  act,  and  duly 
verified  by  affidavit,  and  shall  also  see  that  it  contains  such 
statement  of  particulars  as  to  the  consent  of  the  married 
woman  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  required  in  that  behalf; 
and  that  if  all  the  requisites  in  the  act  in  regard  to  the 
certificate  shall  have  been  complied  with,  then  such  officer 
shall  cause  the  said  certificate  and  the  affidavit  to  be  filed  of 
record  in  the  said  court  of  Common  Pleas. 

And  further  (s),  that  when  the  certificate  of  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  a  deed  by  a  married  woman  shall  be  filed  of 
record,  the  deed  so  acknowledged  shall,  so  far  as  regards  the 
disposition,  release,  surrender,  or  extinguishment,  thereby 
made  by  any  married  woman  whose  acknowledgment  shall 
be  so  certified  concerning  any  lands  comprised  in  such  deed, 
take  effect  from  the  time  of  its  being  acknowledged ;  and  the 
subsequent  filing  of  such  certificate  shall  have  relation  to 
such  acknowledgment. 

And  further  {i),  that  the  officer  of  the  court  of  Common 
Fleas  with  whom  such  certificates  shall  be  lodged,  shall  make 
and  keep  an  index  of  the  same,  and  such  index  shall  contain 

(r)  Sect  85.  («)  Sect.  86.  (0  Sect.  87. 
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the  names  of  the  married  women  and  their  husbands  alpha^ 
betically  arranged^  and  the  dates  of  such  certificates,  and  of 
the  deeds  to  which  the  same  shall  respectively  relate,  and 
such  other  particulars  as  shall  be  found  convenient,  and  every 
such  certificate  shall  be  entered  in  the  index  as  soon  as  may 
be  after  such  certificate  shall  have  been  filed. 

And  furth^  (ii),  that  after  the  filing  of  any  such  certificate, 
the  officer  with  whom  the  certificate  shall  be  lodged  shall  at 
any  time  deliver  a  copy,  signed  by  him,  of  any  such  certificate 
to  any  person  applying  for  such  copy,  and  every  such  copy 
shall  be  received  as  evidence  of  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
deed  to  which  such  certificate  shall  refer. 

And  it  IB  farther  enacted  (t;),  that  if  a  husband  shall,  in 
consequence  of  being  a  lunatic,  idiot,  or  of  unsound  mind, 
and  whether  he  shall  have  been  found  such  by  inquisition  or 
not,  or  shall  firom  any  other  cause,  be  incapable  of  executing 
a  deed,  or  of  making  a  surrender  of  lands  held  by  copy  of 
court  roll,  or  if  his  residence  shall  not  be  known,  or  he  shall 
be  in  prison,  or  shall  be  living  apart  firom  his  wife,  either  by 
mutual  consent  or  by  sentence  of  divorce,  or  in  consequence 
of  his  being  transported  beyond  the  seas,  or  firom  any  other 
cause  whatsoever,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas  at  Westminster,  by  an  order  to  be  made  in  a  summary 
way  upon  the  application  of  the  wife,  and  upon  such  evidence 
as  to  the  said  court  shall  seem  meet,  to  dispense  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  husband  in  any  case  in  which  his  concur- 
rence is  required  by  the  act,  or  othenirise,  and  all  acts,  deeds, 
or  surrenders,  to  be  done,  executed,  or  made  by  the  wife  in 
pursuance  of  such  order,  in  regard  to  lands  of  any  tenure, 
shall  be  done,  executed,  or  made  by  her  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  she  were  a  feme  sole,  and  when  done,  executed,  or  made 
by  her,  shall,  (but  without  prejudice  to  the  rights  of  the 
husband  as  then  existing  independently  of  the  act,)  be  as 
good  and  valid  as  they  would  have  been  if  the  husband  had 
concurred;  provided  always  that  the  present  clause  shall  not 

(«)  Sect  88.  (r)  Sect.  91. 
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extend  to  the  case  of  a  married  woman  where  under  the  act 
the  lord  high  chancellor^  lord  ke^er^  or  lords  commis> 
sioners  for  the  custody  of  the  great  seal^  or  other  the  person 
or  persons  intrusted  with  the  care  and  commitment  of  the 
custody  of  the  persons  and  estates  of  persons  found  lunatic^ 
idiot,  and  of  unsound  mind,  or  his  Majesty's  court  of  Chancery, 
shall  be  the  protector  of  a  settlement  in  lieu  of  her  husband. 

Thus  it  appears,  Ist,  that,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  leases  may 
be  made  by  a  married  woman,  being  tenant  in  fee,  for  life,  or 
years  («),  for  any  term  consistent  with  her  estate,  as  if  she 
were  a  feme  sole,  provided  the  deed  be  sanctioned  by  the 
concurrence  of  the  husband,  and  acknowledged  by  her  on  a 
separate  examination;  2ndly,  that  leases  incapable  of  effect 
under  this  act  may  still  be  vaUd  under  the  enabling  statute 
of  Henry  the  8th,  on  compliance  with  the  conditions  there 
enumerated ;  and,  Srdly,  that,  in  the  event  of  the  provisions 
of  both  these  acts  being  disregarded,  the  principles  of  the 
common  law  must  be  the  test  of  the  validity  of  leases  made 
during  coverture  by  the  husband,  or  the  husband  and  wife, 
of  the  wife's  freehold  lands. 

The  law  relative  to  the  renewal  of  leases  where  a  feme 
covert  is  the  reversioner,  and  to  leases  under  powers  granted 
to  a  feme  covert,  will  be  found  in  the  chapters  which  respec- 
tively treat  of  Renewals  (y),  and  Leases  under  powers  (r). 


V. — Mortgagor  and  Mortgagee. 

We  may  now  consider  the  effect  of  a  lease,  1st,  when 
granted  by  a  mortgagor  before  the  mortgage ;  2ndly,  when 
granted  by  a  mortgagor  alone  after  the  mortgage;  Srdly, 
when  granted  by  the  mortgagee  alone;  and,  4]thly,  when 
granted  by  the  mortgagee  and  mortgagor  together. 

1st,  A  tenant  under  a  lease  made  prior  to  a  mortgage  can- 

(«)  As  to  IffiMOB  by  mairied  women      Chap.  VII. 
being  tenante  in  tail,  see  ante,  p.  87.  {i)  Post,  Section  IV.  of  this  Chapter, 

(y)  See    poet,    Part    the    Fourth, 
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not  be  turned  out  of  possession  by  the  mortgagee^  otherwise 
than  by  virtue  of  the  proviso  for  re-entry  on  non-payment  of 
rent,  or  non-performance  of  covenants,  the  mortgagee,  as 
assignee  of  the  reversion,  having  no  other  rights  than  those 
exerciseable  by  the  mortgagor  (a).  But,  to  secure  to  himself 
the  benefit  of  the  rent  and  covenants,  the  mortgagee  should 
give  the  lessee  notice  of  the  mortgage,  and  require  payment 
of  the  rent ;  and  he  is  entitled  as  well  to  rent  which  has 
fallen  due  since  the  mortgage  and  remi^ns  unpaid  to  the 
mortgagor,  as  to  rent  accruing  due  after  the  notice  (6).  Until 
notice,  the  lessee  ib  justified  in  paying  lus  rent  to  the  mort- 
gagor (c). 

2ndly,  As  to  leases  granted  by  the  mortgagor  alone  after 
the  mortgage. 

Whether  the  estate  of  a  mortgagor  in  possession  be  an 
estate  at  will  {d),  at  sufferance  (e),  or  of  a  peculiar  nature, 
constituting  him  the  receiver,  agent,  or  bailiff,  of  the  mort- 
gagee (/),  or  lus  tenant  or  trespasser  at  election  (^),  it  is 
unnecessary  in  this  place  to  inquire ;  for,  independently  of 
that  consideration,  it  is  settled,  that  the  mortgagor  has  no 
power,  expressed  or  implied,  to  make  leases  otherwise  than 
subject  to  every  circumstance  of  the  mortgage  (A) ;  and,  con- 


(a)  M06BV.  GttUimore,  1  Doogl.  279. 
Birch  V.  Wright,  1  Term  Rep.  378. 
Rogers  v,  Humphreys,  4  AdoL  &  Ell. 
299;  S.  C.  1  Har.  &  Wol.  625.  Binv 
rowes  V.  Gradin,  1  DowL&  Lowiid.213. 

(6)  Ibid.  4  Anne,  c.  16.  s.  10. 
Pope  V.  Biggs,  9  Bam.  &  Cres.  245  ; 
S.  C.  4  Man.  &  Ry.  193.  Ex  parte 
Hankey,  Mre  Brindley,  1  Mont  & 
Macar.  247. 

(c)  Ibid. 

{d)  Smartle  v.  Williamii,  1  Salk. 
245;  S.  C.  3  Lev.  387;  Holt,  478; 
S.  C,  nom.  Smart  v.  Williams,  Comb. 
247.  Poneeley,  Pouseley,  or  Powseley , 
V.  Blackman,  or  Blakeman,  J.  Bridgm. 
12;  S.  C.  Gro.  Jac  659 ;  Pahn.  201 ; 
BendL  103;  2  Rol.  284.  Keech  dem. 
Wame  v.  HaD,  1  Doogl.  21-2.  Moes 
V.  Gallimore,  I  Dougl.  282-3. 


(e)  Thunder  dem.  Weaver  v.  Bel- 
cher, 3  East,  449.    Partridge  v.  Bere, 

5  Bani.&  Aid. 604;  S.C.  1  Dow.&Ry. 
272.  DoedenuRobyv.  Mai8ey,8Bani. 

6  Cres.  767.   Pope  v.  Biggs,  9  Bam.  & 
Cre8.245.253;  S.C.4Man.&  Ry.l93. 

(/)  Birch  V.  Wright,  I  Term  Rep. 
383.  Pope  V,  Biggs,  9  Bam.  &  Cres. 
258;  S.  C.>  Man.  &  Ry.  193.  Wad- 
dilove  V,  Bamett,  2  Bing.  N.  C.  538. 
544.  Doe  dem.  Jones  v.  Wiffiams,  5 
AdoL  &  EU.291.  297  ;  S.  C  6  Nev.& 
Man.  816. 

(g)  Doe  dem.  Roby  v.  Maisey,  sop. 
Doe  dem.  Higginbotham  v.  Bartcm,  11 
AdoL  &  EU.  307.  314 ;  S.  C.  3  Per.  & 
Dav.  194. 

(h)  Keech  dem.  Wame  v.  HaD,  I 
DongL  21.  Brown  v.  Stoirey,  1  Scott's 
N.  R.  9  ;  S.  C.  I  Bfan.  &  Gr*.  117. 
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sequently,  though  a  lease  made  hy  the  mortgagor  alone  after 
the  mortgage  may  be  binding  by  estoppel  (t)  on  him,  and 
all  persons  afterwards  claiming  under  him;  yet  the  tenant 
under  such  a  lease  may,  as  a  general  rule,  be  ejected  by  the 
mortgagee  without  a  notice  to  quit ;  for  he  cannot  be  in  a 
better  condition  than  the  mortgagor  himself,  who  is  subject 
to  eviction  at  the  mortgagee's  caprice  without  previous 
warning  {k).  He  will,  however,  be  protected  in  paying  rent 
to  the  mortgagor  until  he  receive  notice  from  the  mortgagee 
to  pay  it  to  him  (/). 

Where  a  party  mortgaged  his  estate,  and  afterwards 
made  a  second  mortgage,  whereby  he  assigned  all  his  right 
and  interest  in  the  premises  both  at  law  and  in  equity, 
having  leased  them  to  another  in  the  interval,  it  was  held 
that  the  l^see  might  avail  himself  of  such  second  mortgage 
as  a  defence  to  an  action  of  ejectment  by  the  mortgagor, 
without  showing  that  any  interest  was  in  arrear,  or  that  the 
»,rtg^  hadLde  .a./oU™  o  hiM>  for  i.  doing  ».  ke 
did  not  set  up  anything  adverse  to  his  landlord's  right  to 
grant  the  lease,  but  merely  showed  that  he  had  subsequently 
parted  with  his  title  (m). 

There  has  been  much  discussion,  of  late,  as  to  the  efTect  of 
notice  of  the  mortgage  given  by  the  mortgagee  to  the  party 
in  possession  as  tenant  to  the  mortgagor  after  the  mortgage, 
accompanied  with  a  demand  of  rent.  It  originated  in  some 
remarks  which  fell  from  the  court  in  the  case  of  Pope  v. 
Biggs  (n),  where  it  was  held,  that  notice  by  a  mortgagee  to  a 
tenant  of  the  mortgagor,  the  tenancy  having  commenced 


(i)  Omeluighlaiid  v.  Hood,  1  RoL 
Ab.  874.  pL  10.  876.  pi  5.  Webb  v. 
Anstin,  8  Scott's  N.  R.  419;  S.  C.  7 
MaiL  &  Gn.  701 ;  Law  Jour.  N.  S. 
vol  13,  p.  203,  C.  P.  As  to  leases  by 
estoppel,  see  ante,  p.  52. 

(h)  See  the  cases,  sup.,  and  Doe 
dem.  Fisher  v.  Giles,  5  Bing.  421 ;  S.  C. 
2  Mo.  &  Pa.  749.  Doe  dem.  Hughes 
V,  Buckn^,  8  Car.  &  Pa.  566.  Brown 
V.  Storey,  I  Scott's  N.  R.  9 ;  S.  C.  1 
Ifan.  Sc  Gra.  1 1 7.    Rogers  v.  Hum- 


phreys, 4  AdoL  &  £11 299;  S.  C.  I  Har. 
&  Wot.  626. 

(0  Pope  V.  Biggs,  9  Bam.  &  Ores. 
245.  251 ;  S.  C.  4  Man.  &  Ry.  193. 

(m)  Doe  dem.  Marriott  v,  Edwards, 
5  Bam.  &,  Adol.  1065;  S.  C.  3  Ner.  & 
Man.  193. 

(n)  Pope  V,  Biggs,  sup.  See  also 
Lysaght  v,  GaUinan,  Hayes,  141.  151, 
and  Waddilore  v.Bamett,  2  Bing. N  C 
538;  S.  C.  2  Scott,  763. 
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subsequently  to  the  mortgage,  to  pay  the  rent  to  him  (the 
mortgagee)  in  discharge  of  his  interest,  with  an  intimation 
that,  in  default,  he  would  pursue  such  remedies  as  were 
allowed  by  law  for  recovering  the  same,  and  payment  accord- 
ingly, were  a  good  defence  to  an  action  by  the  assignees  of 
the  mortgagor,  who  became  bankrupt,  against  the  tenant  for 
use  and  occupation.  It  appeared  that  there  was  an  arrear  of 
rent,  fallen  due  since  the  mortgage,  when  the  notice  was 
dehyered,  and  that  other  rent  subsequently  became  due, 
and  it  was  contended  by  the  plaintiff,  that,  Mmming  the 
defendant  to  be  justified  in  paying  to  the  mortgagee  the  rent 
which  became  due  after  the  notice,  he  was,  at  aU  events, 
liable  to  pay  to  the  mortgagor  the  rent  which  had  previously 
accrued  due.  The  court,  however,  determined  otherwise; 
and  Bayley,  J.,  in  delivering  his  judgment,  said,  ''  I  have  no 
doubt  that,  in  point  of  law,  a  tenant  who  comes  into  possession 
under  a  demise  from  a  mortgagor  after  a  mortgage  executed 
by  him  may  consider  the  mortgagor  his  landlord  so  long  as 
the  mortgagee  allows  the  mortgagor  to  continue  in  possession 
and  receive  the  rents ;  and  that  payment  of  the  rents  by  the 
tenant  to  the  mortgagor,  without  any  notice  of  the  mortgage, 
is  a  valid  payment.  But  the  mortgagee  by  giving  notice  of 
the  mortgage  to  the  tenant,  may  thereby  make  him  his 
tenant,  and  entitle  himself  to  receive  the  rents/^ — "  Here  the 
mortgagee,  by  giving  notice  of  the  mortgage  to  the  tenants, 
has  put  an  end  to  the  right  of  the  mortgagor  to  receive  the 
rents.  At  common  law,  the  attornment  of  the  tenant  would 
have  been  necessary  to  entitle  the  mortgagee  to  the  rents; 
but  the  effect  of  the  statute  4  Anne,  c.  16.  ss.  9,  10,  is  to 
place  a  tenant,  as  soon  as  he  has  notice  of  the  mortgage  deed, 
in  the  same  situation  as  if  he  had  attorned  to  the  mortgagee, 
with  this  exception,  that  he  is  not  to  be  prejudiced  by  any 
act  done  by  him  as  holding  under  the  grantor,  until  he  has 
had  notice  of  the  mortgage  deed.  That  being  so,  as  the 
attornment  at  common  law  would  have  related  back  to  the 
time  of  the  grant,  it  follows  that  all  the  rents  due  from  the 
tenant,  not  actually  paid  over  to  the  mortgagor,  belong  of 
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right  to  the  mortgagee/^  So^  Idttledale^  J.^  after  observing 
that  the  mortgagor  had  no  right  to  do  anything  without  the 
consent  of  the  mortgagee^  and  that  the  latter^  although  he 
might  suffer  the  mortgagor  to  receive  the  rents  for  a  time^ 
might  give  notice  to  the  several  tenants  not  to  pay  them  to 
the  mortgagor^  and  thereby  determine  the  authority  of  the 
latter  to  receive  them,  and  that  any  tenant  who  paid  rent  to 
him  aftrar  that  notice  would  do  so  at  his  peril,  proceeded 
thus :  '^  It  is  said  that  this  may  be  true  as  to  future  rents ; 
but  that  it  is  not  so  as  to  by-gone  rents.  The  same  prin- 
ciple, however,  applies  to  both.  The  mortgagee  cannot, 
indeed^  distrain  or  maintain  any  action  for  the  by-gone  rents 
which  accrued  due  before  he  gave  notice  to  the  tenants,  be- 
cause, before  that  time,  there  was  no  privity  between  him  and 
the  tenants.  But  the  notice,  by  force  of  statute  4  Anne,  c.  16, 
operates  as  an  attornment  of  the  tenants,  and  when  they  attorn 
they  become  tenants  to  the  mortgagee,  and  at  common  law 
that  attornment  would  have  related  back  to  the  grant,  so  as 
to  entitle  the  mortgagee  to  all  the  rents  firom  the  time  when 
the  deed  was  executed.  A  new  tenancy  is  then  created  as 
between  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  and  the  latter  becomes 
entitled  to  all  the  by-gone  rents.'^ — "It  seems  to  me,  therefore, 
that  the  mortgagees,  by  giving  notice  of  the  mortgage  to  the 
tenants,  entitled  themselves  to  receive  the  by-gone  as  well  as 
the  future  rents.^^  Indeed,  throughout  the  whole  judgment 
of  the  court  it  appears  to  liave  been  assumed  that  the  former 
tenancy  continued,  the  mortgagee  standing  in  the  place  of 
the  mortgagor. 

But  this  doctrine  has  been  frequently  impugned,  and  can- 
not now  be  relied  on.  The  language  of  Lord  Denman  in 
Rogers  v,  Humphreys  {o),  is  wholly  opposed  to  it.  If  (said 
his  Lordship)  there  be  a  lease,  and  such  lease  is  prior  to  the 
mortgage,  the  mortgagee  has  the  same  rights  against  the 
lessee,  and  those  claiming  under  him,  that  the  mortgagor  had, 
and  no  other  than  he  had,  and  his  remedy  must  be  on  the 

(o)  Rogers  v.  Humphreys,  4  Adol.  &  Ell.  299.  313  ;  S.  C.  1  Har.  &  Wol.  625. 
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lease  as  assignee  of  the  reversion^  as  long  as  the  lease  is  in 
existence^  and  the  tenant  acknowledges  his  title;  but  if  the 
lease  be  subsequent  to  the  mortgage^  then  the  mortgagee 
may  treat  the  lessee^  and  all  those  who  may  be  in  possession, 
as  wrong-doers,  and  may  bring  an  ejectment,  but  he  cannot 
distrain,  or  bring  any  action  for  the  rent  they  have  con- 
tracted to  pay,  as  there  is  no  relation  of  landlord  and 
tenant  between  them,  unless  they  choose  to  pay  the  rent  to 
the  mortgagee,  and  he  accepts  it :  in  that  case  there  is  a  re- 
lation of  landlord  and  tenant  created  between  the  mortgagee 
and  the  tenants,  and  the  remedy  of  the  mortgagee  will  depend 
upon  the  particular  circumstances  of  each  case :  no  notice  is 
necessary  to  be  given  by  the  mortgagee  that  he  means  to 
proceed  against  such  tenants  where  they  come  in  subsequent 
to  the  mortgage,  because  in  such  case  their  title  is  wrongful 
as  against  the  mortgagee ;  but  there  may  be  cases  where,  in 
consequence  of  the  conduct  of  the  mortgagee,  notice  may 
become  necessary. 

To  the  same  effect  is  Partington  v.  Woodcock  (p),  where 
an  insolvent  debtor  being  in  possession  of  certain  premises, 
demised  them  to  another  for  years,  who,  on  being  sued  by 
the  insolvent  for  rent,  pleaded,  that,  after  the  plaintiff's 
discharge  under  the  insolvent  debtor's  act,  and  after  the 
making  of  the  demise,  (the  plaintiff  having  been  authorised 
and  permitted  by  the  assignee  to  remain  in  possession,  and 
make  the  demise,)  and  before  the  rent  became  due,  the 
defendant  received  from  the  assignee  a  notice  and  requisition 
to  pay  the  rent  under  the  demise  to  him,  and  that,  in  default, 
legal  proceedings  would  be  taken  by  the  assignee  to  recover ; 
and  it  was  held  that  the  plea  was  bad,  the  assignee  not  being 
entitled  under  the  old  demise,  and  no  new  tenancy  between 
the  lessee  and  assignee  having  been  shown.  And  on  Pope 
V,  Biggs  being  cited,  Patteson,  J.,  said,  that  he  never  could 
see  how  notice  could  make  the  mortgagor's  tenant  tenant  to 
the  mortgagee  at  the  former  rent ;  that  there  might,  indeed, 

ip)  Partington  v.  Woodcock,  6  Adol.  &  EU.  690;  S.  C.  5  Nev.  &,  Man.  672 ; 
1  Har.  &  Wol.  262. 
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be  a  new  tenancy  created  at  the  old  rent^  where  fresh  notice 
was  giyen^  and  the  rent  paid  accordingly;  and  Littledale^  J.^ 
whose  opinion  in  Pope  v.  Biggs  has  already  been  noticed  (q), 
also  observed^  that  if  the  lease  were  made  subsequently  to 
the  mortgage^  he  saw  no  remedy  the  mortgagee  could  have 
against  the  tenant^  on  non-payment  of  the  rent^  but  to  bring 
ejectment. 

So^  in  a  case  at  nisi  prius  {r),  before  Patteson^  J.^  it  was 
decided^  that  a  mort^agee^  by  consenting  to  take  as  his 
tenant  a  party  claiming  under  a  lease  posterior  to  the  mort- 
gage^ instead  of  turning  him  out  of  possession^  did  not  esta- 
blish the  lease ;  but  made  the  tenant  his  lessee  from  year  to 
year  only. 

To  the  same  effect  also  is  Evans  v,  Elliot  {a),  where  it  was 
held  that  a  mortgagee,  by  giving  notice  to  a  tenant  holding 
under  a  lease  made  by  the  mortgagor  only  after  the  execution 
of  the  mortgage,  to  pay  his  rent  to  him  (the  mortgagee),  and 
not  to  the  mortgagor,  did  not  entitle  himself  to  distrain  as 
for  rent  accruing  under  the  lease,  such  notice  not  constituting 
the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  between  the  mortgagee 
and  lessee.  In  this  case  the  naked  point  was  presented  to 
the  court,  and  they  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that,  by  the 
mere  fact  of  notice  that  the  mortgage  money  remained 
unpaid,  the  mortgagee  could  not  forthwith  cause  the  tenant 
to  hold  of  him.  Pope  v.  Biggs  {t),  therefore,  so  far  as  it 
advances  a  different  doctrine,  is  overruled. 

And  it  has  also  been  held  very  lately,  that  payment  of  rent 
by  a  mortgagor's  tenant  to  the  mortgagee,  under  an  authority 
from  the  mortgagor,  will  not  create  the  relation  of  landlord 
and  tenant  between  the  tenant  and  the  mortgagee  {u). 

Hence  also  it  would  seem  that  a  lease  made  by  a  mortgagor 

(q)  Sup.  p.  167.  Adol.  &  EUL  307.    Johnfion  v,  Jones,  9 

(r)  Doe  dem.  Hughes  v.  Backnell,  AdoL  &  £11.  809 ;  S.  C.  1  Per.  &  Dav. 

8  Ckr.  &  Pa.  566.  651 ;  and  Burrowes  v,  Gradin,  1  Dowl. 

(«)  Evans  v.  Elliot,  9  Adol.  &  Ell.  &  Lownd.  213. 

342  ;   S.  C.  1  Per.  &   Dav.  266.     1  (0  Pope  t>.  Biggs,  sup.  p,  165. 

Willm.  WoL  &  Hodg.  744.    And  see  (u)  Wheeler  v,  Branscombe,  5  Q.  B. 

jOoe  dem.  Higginbotham  v.  Barton,  11  373;  S.  C.  1  Dav.  &  Meriv.  406. 
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subsequently  to  the  mortgage  is  void  as  against  the  mort- 
gagee {ai).  But  in  Evans  v.  Elliot  (tf),  adverting  to  an  ail- 
ment that  the  mortgagee  might  always  treat  both  the 
mortgagor,  and  aU  who  claimed  under  him,  as  trespassers, 
and  that,  for  that  reason,  the  mortgagor's  lessee  coul4  not 
become  the  tenant  of  the  mortgagee  under  the  old  lease. 
Lord  Denman  said,  that,  though  he  believed  that  his.  learned 
brothers  were  disposed  to  assent  to  the  proposition,  he  wished 
to  guard  himself  against  being  understood  to  adopt  it  as 
universal;  for  he  considered  that  a  mortgagee  might  so  bind 
himself  by  his  own  conduct  as  to  be  precluded  from  treating 
the  mortgagor's  lessee  as  a  trespasser;  and  dedared  himself 
by  no  means  prepared  to  admit  that  a  jury  would  not  be 
warranted  in  inferring  a  recognition  of  the  tenant's  right  to 
hold  from  the  mere  circumstance  of  the  mortgagee's  know- 
ingly permitting  the  mortgagor  to  continue  the  apparent 
owner  of  the  premises,  as  before  the  mortgage,  and  to  lease 
them  out,  exactly  as  if  his  property  in  them  continued. 

There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  if  the  mortgagee  require 
the  rent  to  be  paid  to  him,  and  it  be  paid  accordingly,  the 
relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  may  arise  between  the 
parties  {z) ;  or,  at  all  events,  the  mortgagee  may  be  entitled 
to  sue  the  tenant  for  use  and  occupation  (a).  And  where  the 
attorney  of  a  mortgagee,  who  was  also  attorney  of  the  mort- 
gagor, applied  to  the  tenant  in  possession  under  the  mortgagor 
for  payment  of  his  rent,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  interest  on 
the  mortgage,  with  a  threat  of  distress  in  case  of  non-payment, 
it  was  held  that  the  mortgagee  could  not  maintain  an  eject- 
ment agaiust  the  tenant  as  a  trespasser,  laying  the  demise  at 


(x)  See  Also  Keech  v.  Hall,  1  DongL 
21.  Birch  v.  Wright,  1  Term  Rep. 
378.  380.  Thunder  dem.  Weaver  v. 
Belcher,  3  East,  449.  Ex  parte  Wills, 
2  Gox,  233. 

(y)  Evans  v.  Elliot,  sup. 

(2)  Pouseley,  Ponesley,  or  Powseley, 
V.  Blackman,  or  BUkeman,  J.  Bridgm. 
12 ;  S.  C.  Cro.  Jac.  659  ;  Bendl.  103 ; 


2  RoL 284;  Palm.  201.  Cn>.OMr.304. 
Skin.  424.  Doe  dem.  Higginbotfaam 
V,  Barton,  11  AdoL  &  EH.  307;  S.  C. 

3  Per.  &  Day.  194.  Rogers  v.  Hmn- 
phreys,  4  Adol.  &  Ell.  299 ;  S.  C  1 
Har.  &  WoL  625. 

(a)  Doe  dem.  Higginbotfaam  v.  Bar- 
ton, sup.  Rawson  v.  Eicke^  7  AdoL  & 
Ell.  451 ;  S.  C.  2  Nev.  &  Per.  423. 
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a  period  anterior  to  the  application  (A) ;  though  the  mere 
receipt  by  the  mortgagee  from  the  mortgagor  of  interest  on 
the  mortgage  will  not  preclude  the  mortgagee  from  ejecting 
the  mortgagor's  tenant^  declaring  on  a  demise  prior  to  the 
receipt  (c).  In  the  case  last  cited,  Littledale,  J.,  hinted  a 
doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  judgment  in  Doe  dem. 
Whitaker  v.  Hales  {d) ;  but  Lord  Denman  subsequently 
declared  {e)  that,  notwithstanding  that  doubt,  the  case 
appeared  to  him  to  be  well  decided. 

If,  after  notice  and  demand,  the  tenant  continue  in  posses- 
sion, a  jury  may  fairly  infer  a  new  tenancy  from,  year  to  year 
between  him  and  the  mortgagee,  at  the  old  rent  (/).  But  if 
the  judge,  not  being  required  at  the  trial  to  leave  it  to  the 
jury  to  say  whether  the  tenant  assented  to  the  new  tenancy, 
omit  to  do  so,  the  omission  cannot  support  a  motion  for  a 
new  trial  on  the  ground  of  misdirection  (^). 

After  such  notice  and  demand,  the  tenant  is  justified  in 
paying  to  the  mortgagee  as  well  such  rent  as  may  have 
fallen  due  since  the  mortgage,  and  remain  unpaid  to  the 
mortgagor,  as  that  which  may  thereafter  become  due.  This  was 
decided  in  the  case  of  Pope  v.  Biggs  (A),  the  court  considering 
the  mortgagee's  demand  to  be  equivalent  to  an  eviction  of 
the  tenant  by  title  paramount,  which,  of  course,  would  be 
an  answer  to  the  mortgagor's  claim  (i).  So,  in  Doe  v. 
Barton  (A:),  Lord  Denman  said  that  the  mortgagee  was 
entitled  to  the  profits  of  the  land,  and  that  the  tenant  was 
right  in  paying  him  those  profits,  whether  strictly  called 
rent  or  not.  That,  as  he  might  eject  the  lessee,  and  after- 
wards let  to  him,  it  seemed  absurd  to  require  him  to  go 
through  the  form  of  an  ejectment  in  order  to  put  the  lessee 

(6)  Doe  dem.  Whitaker  v.  Hales,  7  (/)  Brown  v.  Storey,  1  ScoU's  N.  R. 

Bing.  322;  S.  C.  5  Mo.  &  Pa.  132.  9;  S.  C.  1  Man.  &  Gra.  117.    Doe 

(c)  Doe  denL  Roger*  v.  Gadwallader,  dem.  Hngfaea  «.  Boeknell,  8  Giv.  & 

2  Bam.  &  AdoL  473.  Pa.  566. 

{d)  Doe  dem.  Whitaker  «.  Hales,  (g)  Brown  v.  Storey,  sup. 

mp.  (A)  Pope  V.  BiggB,  sup.  p.  165. 

{€)  Etuds  «.  Elliot,  9  AdoL  &  EIL  (i)  Ibid. 

342.  355 ;  S.  C.  1  Per.  &  Day.  256 ;  (h)  Doe  dem.  Higginbotham  v.  Bar^ 

I  WiUm.  WoL  &  Hodg.  744.  ton,  sup. 
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into  the  very  position  in  which  he  would  stand  by  paying  his 
rent  to  the  mortgagee  (/). 

Though  the  tenant  cannot  dispute  his  landlord's  (the 
mortgagor's)  title  to  demise^  he  may  show  that  such  title  was 
defeasible^  and  that  it  has  been  defeated  (m). 

In  the  case  of  Johnson  v.  Jones  {n),  the  plaintiff  in  repleyin, 
to  an  avowry  for  rent  due  in  respect  of  premises  held  by  the 
plaintiff  as  tenant  to  the  defendant^  pleaded^  that^  before  the 
defendant  had  anything  in  the  premises^  one  Ann  Oriffith, 
being  seised  in  fee^  mortgaged  them  in  fee  to  J.  Clement ; 
that  default  was  made  in  payment ;  that  the  equity  of  redemp- 
tion descended  to  David  Griffith^  who  leased  them  to  the 
defendant  for  twenty-one  years^  who  made  the  demise  to  the 
plaintiff  mentioned  in  the  avowry ;  that  after  the  rent  became 
due  &om  the  plaintiff  as  tenant  to  the  defendant^  the  heir 
of  the  mortgagee,  to  whom  the  premises  had  descended, 
demanded  payment  thereof  from  the  plaintiff,  and  threatened 
in  case  of  non-payment  to  put  the  law  in  force,  wherefore  the 
plaintiff  did  then  necessarily  and  unavoidably  pay  the  said 
mortgagee  the  said  sum  of  14/.  so  in  arrear,  ''and  so  the 
plaintiff  says  that  no  part  of  the  said  sum  of  14/.  of  the  said 
rent  was,  or  is,  in  arrear,  as  in  the  avowry,'^  &c.  This  plea 
was  demurred  to,  on  the  ground  that  it  attempted  to  deny 
the  title  of  the  defendant ;  that  it  showed  no  power  in  the 
mortgagee  to  compel  payment,  and  that  it  amounted  to  riens 
in  arrere.  But  it  was  held  that  the  plea  was  not  one  of  m/ 
habuit,  nor  of  eviction,  but  of  payment ;  that  the  plaintiff  did 
not  deny  his  holding  as  tenant  to  the  defendant ;  but  showed 
that  the  lease  was  made  subject  to  a  prior  charge,  namely 
the  mortgage,  which  he  was  compelled  to  pay;  and  that  the 
facts  stated  in  the  plea  showed  an  authority  in  law  justifying 
payment  to  a  third  party. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  these  cases  are  distinguishable 


(0  See  also  Bimilar  remarks  made  (n)  Johnson  v.  Jonesy  9  Add.  9l  EU. 

by  Parke,  J.,  in  Pope  v.  Biggs,  9  Bam.  809  ;  S.  C.  1  Per.  &  Day.  651.    And 

&  Ores.  250-1 ;  S.  C.  4  Mao.  &  Ry.  193.  see  Sapsford  v.  Fletcher,  4  Term  Rep. 

(m)  Pope  v.  Biggs,  sup.  511.    Taylor  v.  Zamira,  6  Tanni  524. 
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firom  Alchome  v.  Otomme  {o),  vhere  the  tenant  had  not  only 
Yolnntarily  attorned  to  the  mortgagee^  but  expressly  denied 
the  title  of  his  lessor^  (the  mortgagor). 

Srdly.  As  to  leases  by  the  mortgagee  alone. 

Where  a  mortgage  has  become  absolute^  the  mortgagee, 
being  the  unconditional  legal  owner  of  the  premises,  may 
alone  grant  leases  for  any  term,  regard  being  had  to  the 
quantity  of  estate  conferred  by  the  mortgage,  which  cannot 
be  impeached  at  law  by  the  mortgagor ;  but,  before  foreclosure 
of  the  equity  of  redemption,  a  mortgagee  cannot  make  a  lease 
of  the  pro}>erty  in  mortgage,  which  will  be  binding  in  equity 
upon  the  mortgagor  after  redemption;  unless  it  be  necessary 
to  avoid  an  apparent  loss,  in  which  case  equity  will  not 
permit  the  lessee  to  be  disturbed  (p). 

4thly.  In  order,  therefore,  to  insure  the  permanency  of  a 
lease  of  lands  in  mortgage,  the  concurrence  of  both  mort- 
gagee and  mortgagor  must  be  obtained.  The  former,  to  pass 
the  legal  estate,  should  ^'demise  and  lease,'^  and  the  latter,  to 
affect  his  estate,  should  '^  grant,  demise,  and  lease,  and  also 
ratify  and  confirm,'^  care  being  taken  to  avoid  the  unskilful 
error  of  making  the  mortgagee  the  only  demising  party,  with 
the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  mortgagor. 

When  granted  by  mortgagee  and  mortgagor,  the  lease 
operates,  dnring  the  continuance  of  the  mortgage,  as  the 
demise  of  the  former,  and  the  confirmation  of  the  latter;  but 
after  the  mortgage  is  paid  off,  as  the  demise  of  the  latter, 
and  confirmation  of  the  former  {q). 

Where  a  mortgagor  and  his  mortgagee  for  a  term  of  years 
concurred  in  a  deed  by  which  the  former  demised  and  leased, 
and  the  latter  ratified  and  confirmed,  the  premises  unto  a 
third  party  for  the  residue  of  the  term,  at  a  certain  yearly 
rent,  reserved  to  the  mortgagor,  his  executors,  administrators, 
or  assigns,  and  which  the  lessee  covenanted  to  pay  to  the 


(o)  Aldioniev.Gainme,2Biiig.  54;  (q)  Doe  dem.  Barney  v,  Adams,  2 

S.  C.  9  J.  B.  Mo.  180.  Orompt  &  Jerr.  232;  S.  C.  2  Tyrwh. 

(p)  Hangeribrd  v,  Cky,  9  Mod.  1;  289. 
S,  C.  2  Eq.  Ga.  Ab.  610. 
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mortgagor^  his  executors^  administrators^  and  assigns;  but  it 
was  declared  that  nothing  in  the  deed  contained  should  tend 
to  disqualify,  abridge^  lessen,  alter,  defeat,  impeach,  annul, 
or  determine,  the  estate  or  interest  of  the  mortgagee  in  the 
premises,  which  it  web  also  declared  should  remain  a  security 
for  his  principal  and  interest,  it  was  held  that  the  mortgagee, 
and  not  the  mortgagor,  was  entitled  to  the  rent  reserved  by 
the  lease ;  though  the  lessee  was  entitled  to  his  term  exempt 
from  the  mortgage  (r). 

A  mortgagor  cannot  enforce  a  specific  performance  of  a 
contract  to  take  a  lease,  without  first  redeeming  the  mort- 
gage, or  obtaining  the  mortgagee's  concurrence  in  the  lease  {s) ; 
though  a  party  claiming  under  such  a  contract  cannot  compel 
the  mortgagor  to  pay  off  the  mortgage  to  give  effect  to  the 
lease  (/). 

But  in  a  very  recent  case  {u),  where  a  mortgagor  contracted 
to  sell  a  shop  and  dwelling  house,  stated  in  the  particulars  of 
sale  to  be  held  by  a  tenant  under  a  lease  at  a  certain  yearly 
rent,  the  lease  haying  in  (act  been  granted  by  him  after  the 
mortgage,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  mortgagee,  it  was 
held,  that,  as  the  mortgagee  was  willing  to  concur  in  any 
conveyance,  the  mortgagor  could  make  a  good  title,  as  by  a 
re-conveyance  by  the  mortgagee  to  the  mortgagor,  that  which 
before  was  only  a  lease  by  estoppel,  would  be  converted  into 
a  lease  in  interest. 

It  is  a  common  practice  to  reserve  the  rent  to  the  mort- 
gagee during  such  part  of  the  term  as  the  mortgage  shall  be 
outstanding;  and,  after  it  shall  have  been  discharged,  to  the 
mortgagor  for  the  remainder  of  the  term,  if  any ;  but,  as  rent 
reserved  to  a  mortgagor  would  be  but  an  annual  sum  in 
gross,  it  is  better  to  reserve  it  generally  during  the  term, 
leaving  the  law  to  carry  it  to  the  person  legally  entitled  (x). 

Where  the  mortgagee  and  mortgagor  concur  in  the  grant, 

(r)  Edwmrd  v.  Jonea,  1  Col  247.  («)  W*bb  v.  Anfttm,  8  SootTs  N.  R. 

(«)  Costigiiii  V.  HasUer,  2  Scho.  &  419;  S.  C.  7  Man.  &  Grm.  701 ;  Law 

Lef.  160.  Jour.  N.  S.  vol  13,  p.  203»  C.  P. 

(0  Ibid.  (or)  Whitlock'8  case,  8  Co.  69,  b.  71,a. 
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the  covenants  on  the  lessee^s  part  should  be  entered  into 
with  the  mortgagee^  with  a  view  to  their  running  with  the 
land.  If  entered  into  with  the  mortgagor,  they  are  merely 
covenants  in  gross,  and  of  no  value  at  law  to  an  assignee  of 
the  mortgage  (^). 

In  an  action  lately  brought  by  a  lessee  on  an  implied  cove- 
nant arising  out  of  a  demise  {z),  against  a  mortgagee  and  his 
mortgagor,  who,  together  with  the  trustee  of  a  term,  were 
demising  parties  in  the  lease,  the  court  held  that  the  plaintiff 
was  boimd  to  prove  a  joint  demise  by  the  two  defendants, 
and  that,  as  one  of  the  defendants  was  entitled  to  an  equity 
of  redemption  only,  and,  therefore,  incapable  of  making  a 
legal  demise,  a  covenant  by  him  could  not  be  implied  (a). 

A  demise  by  the  mortgagee  to  the  mortgagor  will  not 
suspend  the  condition;  for  the  payment  of  the  mortgage- 
money  does  not  arise  from  the  profits  of  the  land;  and  the 
condition  is  collateral  (A). 

In  a  late  case  {c),  where  a  mortgage  was  made  subject  to 
redemption  on  re-payment  of  the  money  and  interest  on  the 
5th  of  June,  1833>  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  mortgagee 
should  not  be  entitled  to  call  it  in  before  the  5th  of  December, 
1840,  if  the  interest  were  regularly  paid ;  with  a  proviso  that 
it  should  be  lawfiil  for  the  mortgagor  quietly  to  hold  and 
enjoy  the  premises,  and  receive  the  rents  thereof  till  default 
in  payment  of  the  principal  money,  or  the  interest  thereof,  it 
was  held  that  the  proviso  operated  as  a  re-demise  to  the 
mortgagor  till  the  5th  of  Dec.  1840,  provided  the  interest  in 
the  meantime  were  regularly  paid. 

(y)  Webb  v.  Roflaell,  3  Term  Rep.  (a)  Smith  v.  Pocktington,  1  Crompt. 

393.    StokeB  v,  RuaseU,  3  Term  Rep.  &  Jerv.  445;  S.  C.  1  Tyrw.  309. 
679.    RiweU  v.  Stokes,  in  error,  Exdi.  (h)  Jenk.  Gent.  254,  case  46.    Wil- 

GhMnb.  1  H.  Blac  562.  kinson  v.  HaU,  8  Bing.  N.  C.  508 ; 

(2)  The  Ute  act  of   8  &  9   Vict  S.  C.  4  Scott,  301. 
e,  106.  8.  4,  which  deprired  the  word  (c)  WUkinaon  v,  HaU,  3  Bing.  N.  C. 

grant  of  its  operation  as  a  ooTsnant  in  508 ;  S.  C.  4  Seott,  301. 
law,  did  not  extend  to  the  word  demise. 
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Section  IV. — ^With  reference  to  Office. 


i.—CorporcUions  in  general. 

Sefore  entering  upon  an  examination  of  the  powers  of 
leasing  enjoyed  by  particular  corporations^  it  will  be  con- 
venient to  offer  some  remarks  respecting  corporations  in 
general^  and  as  a  few  previous  words  explanatory  of  the  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  corporations  may  tend  to  assist  the  student 
in  this  intricate  and  important  branch  of  our  subject^  no 
apology  will  be  offered  for  their  introduction  in  this  place. 

Corporations  are  either  spiritual  or  temporal^  according  to 
the  object  of  their  institution.  Spiritual  or  (as  they  are  also 
denominated)  ecclesiastical  corporations  are  such  as  are 
deyoted  to  the  serrice  and  interest  of  the  churchy  the  com- 
ponent members  being  of  the  ecclesiastical  order  {d). 

Temporal  (termed  also  lay)  corporations  maybe  subdivided 
into  two  classes;  eleemosynary^  and  civil.  The  former  are 
constituted  for  the  perpetual  distribution  of  the  free  alms  or 
bounty  of  the  founder;  such,  for  example,  ^^^  hospitals  for 
the  maintenance  and  relief  of  the  poor,  sick,  and  impotent ; 
and  they  retain  their  temporal  character,  though  composed 
of  ecclesiastical  persons,  and  partaking  in  some  things  of  the 
nature,  privileges,  and  restrictions,  of  ecclesiastical  bodies  (e). 

Civil  corporations  are  established  for  a  variety  of  secular 
purposes.  The  Queen,  for  instance,  is  made  a  corporation 
to  prevent  in  general  the  possibility  of  an  interregnum^  or 
vacancy  of  the  throne,  and  to  preserve  the  possessions  of  the 
crown  entire.  Other  civil  corporations  have  at  various  times 
been  erected  for  the  good  government  of  a  town  or  particular 
district,  under  the  name  of  mayor  and  commonalty,  bailiff 
and  buigesses,  and  other  similar  denominations  (/) ;  and  it 

id)  1  Bkk  Com.  470.  MunidiMa  Corponbtioiia  Act,  5  &  6 

\t)  1  Bla.  Com.  471.  W.  4.  c.  76,  u  we  shall  see  hereafter, 

(/)  1  Bhk  Com.  470.    By  the  late      the  corporate  bodies  enumerated  in 
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appears  to  be  now  fully  established^  whatever  doubts  may 
formerly  have  existed  on  the  subject^  that  the  universities  of 
Oxford  and  Cambridge  rank  as  civil  and  not  as  eleemosynary 
bodies  •(^). 

AH  corporations  are  either  sole  or  aggregate  (A).  The 
former  consists  of  one  person  only  and  his  successors.  In 
this  sense  the  Queen  is  a  sole  corporation.  So  is  an  arch- 
bishop^ a  bishop;  an  archdeacon^  a  parson^  and  a  vicar;  so 
are  some  deans  and  prebendaries  {i),  distinct  from  their 
several  chapters  [k).  The  latter  consist  of  many  persons 
united  together  in  one  society ;  such  as  the  dean  and  chapter 
of  a  cathedral  churchy  the  head  and  fellows  of  a  college^  and 
the  mayor^  aldermen^  and  burgesses  of  a  city  (/). 

A  corporation  cannot  make  a  valid  legal  demise  except  by 
deed  (m),  sealed  with  their  common  seal  {n).  Therefore^ 
where  certain  persons  were  constituted  a  corporation  for 
building  a  bridge^  &c.^  with  power  to  use  a  common  seal^  and 
five  of  them^  describing  themselves  as  five  of  the  members  of 
a  committee  appointed  for  managing  and  carrying  on  the 
afifdrs  of  the  company,  demised  the  toll-house^  tolls,  &c., 
under  their  own  seals,  but  not  that  of  the  corporation,  it  was 
held  that  the  instrument  could  not  be  supported  (o).  On  the 
other  hand,  wh^re  a  lease  was  made  by  a  corporation,  (the 
master  and  governors  of  an  hospital,)  and  sealed  with  their 
common  seal,  it  was  held  that  the  survivors,  though  indivi- 


schadnles  (A)  and  (B)  to  that  act  are 
now  denominated  ^*  The  mayor,  alder- 
men, and  burgesaes." 

(ff)  Parkinflon's  case,  Carth.  93 ; 
S.  C.  3  Mod.  265.  Skin.  494.  1  Ld. 
Raym.  6.  Rex  v.  Vice-ChanceUor  &c. 
of  Cambridge,  3  Burr.  1656. 

(h)  1  Bla.  Com.  469. 

(t)^  The  members  of  chapter,  ex- 
cept the  dean,  are  now  styled  <<  Ca- 
nons";   3  &  4  Vict  c.  113.  B.  1. 

(k)  1  Bla.  Com.  469. 

(/)  Ibid. 

(m)  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rochester 
V.  Pierce,  1  Campb.  466.  Furiey  dem. 
Mayor  &c.  of  Canterbury  v.   Wood, 

VOL.  I. 


1  Esp.  198.  Rex  v.  Inhabitants  of 
Chipping  Norton,  5  East,  239.  242. 
Southwark  Bridge  Company  v.  Sills,  2 
Car.  &  Pa.  371. 

(n)  Smith  v.  Barrett,  1  Sid.  162. 
Patrick  v.  Balls,  Carth.  390  ;  S.  C, 
nom.  Partridge  v.  Ball,  1  Ld.  Raym. 
136.  Wood  V.  Tate,  2  New  Rep.  247. 
Winne  v.  Bampton,  3  Atk.  475.  Fur- 
iey dem.  Mayor  of  Canterbury  v.  Wood, 
1  Esp.  198.  Carter  v.  The  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Ely,  7  Sim.  211. 227.  Bird 
v.Higginson,  6  Adol.&  EU.  824-7;  S.C. 
lHar.&  Wol.  61. 

(o)  Rex  V.  The  Inhabitants  of  Nortli 
Duflfield,  3  Mau.  &  Selw.  247. 
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dually  named  as  parties  to  the  deed^  could  not  maintam  an 
action  of  covenant  against  tlie  lessee  {p). 

If  a  plainta£F  in  ejectment  declare  on  a  demise  bya  corpora- 
tion, without  setting  forth  that  it  was  by  deed  under  their 
common  seal,  the  error  will  be  cured  by  verdict  {q). 

A  corporation  a£Sxes  its  seal  through  the  medium  of  a 
party  deputed  to  perform  that  office  (r) ;  the  instrument, 
when  sealed,  needs,  in  general,  no  delivery  {9) ;  but  if  a  cor- 
poration appoint  an  attorney  to  enter  and  make  delivery  of  a 
lease  upon  the  land,  the  lease  is  not  complete  until  delivery, 
although  the  corporation  may  have  put  their  seal  to  it  (/). 

Though  a  corporation  lease  cannot  be  supported  unless  it 
be  under  their  common  seal,  the  lessee,  by  his  entry  and 
enjoyment,  where  corporeal  hereditaments  are  the  subject  of 
demise,  may  become  a  tenant  from  year  to  year  («) ;  and  the 
corporation  may  distrain  for  the  rent  (or).  And,  whether  the 
subject  be  a  corporeal  (y)  or  an  incorporeal  {z)  hereditament, 
they  may  maintain  an  action  either  of  debt  (a)  or  assumpsit  (6) 
for  use  and  occupation ;  for  such  an  action  does  not  neces- 
sarily suppose  any  demise ;  it  is  enough  that  the  defendant 


(p)  Cooch V.  GoodiiiMi,2  Q.  B.  580; 

5.  C.  2  Gale  &  Day.  159. 

(q)  Partridge  ^.  Ball,  1  Ld.  Raym. 
136 ;  S.  C,  nom.  Pfttrick  v.  Balla^ 
Garth.  390.    Bird  v.  Higginsoii,  6  Adol. 

6,  EU.  824-7;  S.  C  I  Har.  &  WoL  61. 
(r)  Doe  dem.  The  Bank  of  England 

V.  Ghamben,4  AdoL&EU.410;  S.C. 
6  Ner.  &  Man.  539 ;  1  Har.  &  WoL 
749. 

(a)  Butler  v.  Fincher,  1  BoL  229. 
231,  per  Goke;  bat  see  oont.,  per 
Gawdy,  2  Leon.  98«  Perk.  a.  132. 
EoL  Ab.  FaitB,  (I)  pi.  4.  5. 

(t)  Willis  V,  Jennin,  Cro.  EUz.  167 ; 
S.  C.  2  Leon.  97. 

(u)  Wood  V.  Tate,  2  New  Rep.  247. 
Tm.  Ab.  Corporation^  (K)  pi.  11.  41. 

(X)  IMd. 

(]f)  Dean  and  Chi^ter  of  Rochester 
V.  Pierce,  I  Gampb.  466.  Sonthwark 
Bridge  Company  v.  Sills,  2  Car.  &  Pa. 
371.    Mayor  and  Bnrgeeses  of  Staf- 


ford V.  Tin,  4  Bing.  75;  S.  C.  12  J.  B. 
Mo.  260. 

(z)  Mayor  and  BurgoBooo  of  Car- 
marthen V,  Lewis,  6  Car.  &  Fa.  608. 
See  Rex  v.  Inhabitants  of  Clipping 
Norton,  5  East,  239.  Rex  v.  Inhalnt- 
ants  of  North  Dnffield,  3  Mao.  & 
Selw.  247.  Mayor  and  BnryMoss  of 
Stafford  V.  Tin,  sop. 

(a)  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rochester 
V.  Pierce,  snp.  Beveriey  v.  Hie  Lin- 
coln Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company,  6 
AdoL  &  EU.  829.  838;  S.  C.  2NeT.& 
Per.  283.  291.  And  see  GihsQO  «. 
Kirk,  1Q.B.  850;  S.C.lGale&DaT. 
252. 

(5)  Mayor  and  Burgesses  of  Gmv 
mwthen  v.  Lewis,  snpi  Soatfiwark 
Bridge  Company  o.  Sills,  si^  Mayor 
and  Borgesses  of  Stafford  v.  Til],  sup. 
East  London  Water  Works  Company 
V.  Bailey,  12  J.  a  Mo.  532. 536;  S.C. 
4  Bing.  283.  287. 
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use  and  occupy  the  premises  by  the  permission  of  the  plaintiff  ^ 
and  a  corporation^  as  well  as  an  individual^  may^  without 
deed,  permit  a  person  to  use  and  occupy  prenuses  of  which 
they  are  seised  (c). 

It  is  not  necessary  to  prove  the  seal  of  a  corporation  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  seal  of  an  individual,  by  producing  a 
witness  who  saw  the  seal  affixed ;  though  where  an  instru- 
ment having  a  seal  affixed  to  it,  purporting  to  be  a  corporate 
seal,  is  produced  in  evidence,  it  is  necessary  to  prove  it  to  be 
the  seal  of  the  corporation,  if  there  be  any  doubt  about  it  {d) ; 
otherwise,  any  instrument  with  a  seal  to  it  might  be  pro- 
duced in  court  as  an  instroment  sealed  by  the  corporation  (e). 

If  there  be  an  attesting  witness  to  the  affixing  of  the  seal, 
it  is  questionable  whether  he  should  not  be  called  to  prove 
the  deed  (/).  In  the  case  last  cited,  the  seal  of  the  bank  of 
England  was  affixed  to  the  parchment  of  an  indenture  of 
feoffinent  by  a  piece  of  paper,  on  which  was  written: — 
"  Sealed  by  order  of  the  court  of  directors  of  the  governor 
and  company  of  the  bank  of  England,  12th  Dec.  1833 :  John 
Knight,  secretary  j^'  and  it  was  contended  that  Knight  was 
an  attesting  witness,  and  ought  to  be  called ;  but  the  court 
regarded  the  writing  as  a  memorandum  merely  that  the  seal 
was  impressed  by  order  of  the  corporation,  and  not  as  an 
attestation. 

In  a  case  of  ejectment  at  nisi  prius  {g),  Lord  Kenyon  held 
that  the  common  seal  of  the  city  of  London  proved  itself. 

In  an  ejectment  by  a  corporation,  it  is  never  expected  that 
their  demise  by  deed  to  the  nominal  plaintiff  should  be 
proved  (A). 

Sir  L.  ShadweU,  V.  C,  has  declared  it  to  be  the  clear  law 
of  the  land,  that  eleemosynary  and  ecclesiastical  corporations 


{e)  Deaa  and  Chapter  of  Rochester 
V,  Pierce,  sap. 

(d)  See,  however,  the  late  aet  to 
facilitate  die  admifldon  in  evidence  of 
certain  official  and  other  docnments, 
8  &  9  Vict  e.  113. 

(e)  Moies  v.  Thornton,  8  Term  Rep. 


803.  307;  S.  C.  3  Esp.  4. 

(/)  Doe  dem.  The  Bank  of  England 
v.  Chambers,  snp. 

{(f)  Doe  dcm.  Woodmass  v.  Mason, 
1  Esp.  53. 

{h)  Furley  dem.  Mayor  &c.  of  Can- 
terhnry  v.  Wood,  1  Esp.  198. 
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are  not  bound  by  anything  in  the  shape  of  an  agreement 
regarding  their  lands^  unless  it  be  evidenced  by  a  deed  or 
writing  with  their  corporate  seal  affixed  to  it  (i).  And  his 
Honor^  therefore^  held,  that  an  entry  signed  by  the  dean  and 
five  of  the  prebendaries  {k)  of  Ely  (who  constituted  a  majority 
of  the  body)  in  their  corporation  books,  of  the  terms  of  an 
arrangement  to  accept  a  party  as  their  lessee,  was  not  an 
agreement  which  would  bind  them  (/). 

But  in  an  earUer  case  (m).  Sir  John  Leach,  Y.  C,  said,  that 
he  was  inclined  to  think  that,  if  a  regular  corporate  resolution 
passed  for  granting  an  interest  in  a  part  of  the  corporate 
property,  and  upon  the  faith  of  that  resolution  expenditure 
was  incurred,  both  principle  and  authority  would  be  found 
for  compelling  the  corporation  to  make  a  legal  grant  in  pur- 
suance of  that  resolution.  In  this  view  Alderson,  B.,  has 
since  seemed  to  concur  {n) ;  and  in  a  recent  case  (o),  where 
the  London  and  Birmingham  Railway  Company  had  con- 
tracted by  their  agent  for  the  purchase  of  a  piece  of  land, 
and  had  entered  upon,  and  proceeded  to  construct  their  rail- 
way over  it.  Lord  Cottenham,  C,  overruled  an  objection  that, 
as  the  agent  was  not  appointed  under  their  corporate  seal, 
the  company  were  not  bound  by  his  acts.  "  It  is  not  very 
eaAy"  said  his  lordship,  "  to  reconcile  all  the  cases  on  the 
subject ;  but  the  case  of  the  Mayor  of  Stafford  v.  Till  (p) 
is  very  similar  to  the  present,  as  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  parties  to  the  contract;  there  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas  thought  that  the  corporation  were  entitled  to  support 
an  assumpsit  for  use  and  occupation  against  a  tenant,  who, 
though  he  did  not  hold  of  them  by  deed,  had  had  actual 


(t)  Carter  V,  Dean  and  Chapter  of 
Ely,  7  Sim.  211.227. 

(k)  See  ante,  p.  177.  n.  (i). 

(0  Garter  v.  Dean  and  Chapter  of 
Ely,  sup. 

(m)  Marshall  v.  The  Corporation  of 
Qneenborongh,  1  Sim.  &  Stn«  520. 

(n)  Wilmot  v.  The  Corporation  of 
Coventry,  1  Yo.  &  Col.  Exch.  618. 
And  see  Taylor  v.  Dulwich  Hospital, 


1  P.  Wma.  655 ;  S.  C.  2  £q.  Ga.  Ab. 
198.  pi  2.  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Ely 
V,  Stewart,  2  Atk.  44-5;  S.  C.  Banuurd. 
Ch.  170.  Winne  v.  Bampton,  3  Atk. 
473.  478. 

(o)  The  London  and  Birming^uuu 
Ridlway  Company  v.  Winter,  1  Gr.  & 
Phil  57. 

{p)  4  Bing.  75;  S.  C.  12  J.  B.  Mo. 
260. 


Ch.  I.  8.  IV.]    WHO  LESSORS  : CORPORATIONS  IN  GENERAL.     I8l 

eujoyment  of  their  land.  So  here^  the  plaintiffs  have  not 
only  been  acting  on  the  contract  by  entering  into  possession 
of  the  property,  bnt  have  actually  destroyed  the  property 
enjoyed  by  the  defendant  previonsly  to  the  contract,  by 
making  their  railway  over  it.  If,  therefore,  it  were  necessary 
for  the  defendant  to  file  a  bill  against  these  plaintiffs,  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  they  would  be  compelled  specifically  to  per- 
form the  contract/' 

In  the  case  of  Saunders  v.  The  Dean  and  Chapter  of 
Bristol  (9),  the  dean  and  chapter  made  a  church  lease  for 
forty  years,  and  the  dean  and  most  of  the  prebendaries  were 
changed ;  the  succeeding  dean  and  chapter  then  brought  an 
ejectment  against  the  lessee,  who  filed  his  biU  against  them, 
and  likewise  against  the  former  dean  and  chapter,  praying 
that  the  present  dean  and  chapter  might  make  such  lease  as 
they  could  by  law,  and  that  the  former  dean  and  chapter 
might  refund  such  part  of  the  fine  in  proportion  as  a  fine 
upon  a  lease  for  twenty-one  years  would  have  borne  to  a  fine 
upon  a  lease  for  forty  years.  The  Lord  Chancellor  said  that  the 
question  relating  to  the  merits  of  the  cause  was  such  a  one  as  he 
never  knew  to  be  determined ;  and  that  the  proper  direction, 
therefore,  to  be  given  was,  that  the  injunction  should  be 
continued  to  the  hearing,  on  the  plaintiffs  consenting  to 
deliver  possession  on  the  hearing,  and  to  account  as  the  court 
should  direct. 

A  corporation  sole,  as  a  bishop  or  a  parson,  cannot,  in  his 
politic  capacity,  make  a  lease  to  himself  in  his  individual  capa- 
city (r) :  nor  can  one  member  of  a  corporation  aggregate  make 
a  lease  of  corporate  lands  to  another  member ;  thus  a  dean 
cannot  make  a  lease  to  his  chapter;  nor  can  the  chapter  to 
the  dean,  for  they  are  integral  parts  of  the  same  corporation, 
and  must  concur  in  every  corporate  act  {s).  And,  for  the 
same  reason,  if  a  corporation  consist  of  two  bailiffs  and 
burgesses,  one  of  the  bailiffs  and  the  burgesses  cannot,  in 

({)  Saunders  v.  The  Deau  and  Chap.      303-4. 
ter  of  Bristol,  Barnard.  Ch.  323.  {$)  Ibid.   And  see  Starkey  v,  Birton, 

(r)  Salter   v.   Grosvenor,    8   Mod.      Cro.  Jac.  234. 
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their  politic  character^  make  a  lease  of  their  corporate  estate 
to  the  other  bailiff  in  his  individual  character  {t).  But 
there  is  no  objection  to  a  lease  being  made  by  the  dean  and 
chapter  to  one  of  the  prebendaries^  for  a  prebendary  is  not 
an  integral  part  of  the  body  politic  (u). 

If  a  lease  be  made  professedly  by  a  corporation^  the  court 
cannot  judicially  notice  that  no  such  corporation  exists  (x). 

In  framing  leases  by  corporations  care  should  be  taken  to 
state  their  title  of  incorporation  correctly^  as  an  omission  or 
alteration  in  any  material  particular  may  prove  a  fatal  objec- 
tion. The  municipal  corporations  mentioned  in  the  schedules 
(A)  and  (B)  to  the  act  of  5  &  6  W.  4.  c.  76^  have  now^  as  we 
have  seen  (y),  one  uniform  style  of  "  The  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Burgesses''  of  their  respective  boroughs ;  and  very  little 
attention  will  suffice  to  ensure  accuracy ;  but,  in  earlier  days, 
the  avoidance  at  law  of  corporation  leases  on  account  of 
defective  descriptions  of  their  name  of  incorporation  was  of 
frequent  occurrence.  We  may  give  a  few  examples,  taken 
indiscriminately,  and  without  regard  to  the  kind  of  corpo- 
ration. On  reference,  however,  to  the  reports  dted,  it  will 
be  seen  that  attempts  to  subvert  leases  on  this  ground  were 
received  with  marked  disapprobation  in  courts  of  law;  and  as 
early  as  the  time  of  King  James  the  1st  lessees  in  such  cases 
were  relievable  in  equity  {z). 

Leases  have  been  declared  to  be  void. 

Where     the    corporation     was )  ( The  lease  was  granted  by  the 

founded  by  the  name  of,         3  i     name  of, 

The  Warden  and  Scholars  Domus  Gustos    DomCb    sive    Collegii    de 

sive  Collegii  Scholarium  de  Mer-  Merton  in  Oxonia  et  Scholares 

ton  in  Universitate  Oxonise  (a).  ejusdem  domfis  (a). 

The  Guild  of  St.  Nicholas  and  our  The  Guild  of  our  Lady  the  Virgin 

Lady  the  Virgin  Mary,  &c.  (h).  and  St.  Nicholas  (h), 

(t)  Ibid.  (a)  Fisher  «.  Boys,  dted  1  Leon, 

(tf)  Ibid.  162;  10  Co.  125, a.;  Hob.  125.    Bat 

(x)  Cooch  V.  Goodman,  2  Q.  B.  580 ;  according  to   Moore's  report  of  the 

S.  C.  2  Gale  &  Day.  159.  case,  (Mo.  266)  the  variance  was  not 

(y)  Ante,  p.  176.  n.  (/).  material, 

(z)  Gary,  44.  (b)  Cited  1  Leon.  162. 
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Hie  Dean  and  Chapter  Cathedral 

EagliM  Sancti  Peterbnigenaia,  or 

Sancti  Petri  Baigen'  (0). 
Prsepositi  et  Collegii  r^^alis  Col- 

1^  beats  Marin  de  Eaton  jnxta 

Windsor  (d). 
Dean  et  Chapter  del  CoU^  de  St. 

Mary  de  Eaton  (e). 
The  Master,  Fellows,  and  Scholars 

of  the    blessed   and  nndivided 

Trinity   in   the    Uniyersity   of 

Cambridge  (/). 


The  Dean  and  Chapter  de  le  Cathe- 
dral Esglise  de  Peterborough  (c). 

Pmpositi  et  Socionim  Collegii  re- 
galis  de  Eaton  jnzta  Windsor  {d). 

Dean  et  Chapter  del  CoUege  de 
Eaton  («). 

The  Master,  Fellows,  and  Scholars 
of  Trinity  College  in  Cam- 
bridge (/). 


But  objections  on  the  ground  of  misnomer  were  OTerruled^ 

Where     the     corporation     was )         ( The  lease  was  granted  by  the 

fomided  by  the  name  of,  3         \     name  of, 

Decanns  et  Capital.  Ecdesiie  Ca-      Decanns  Ecclesis   CathedraUs   S. 


thedralis  St.  et  indiyidna  Tri. 
Carl.  (^). 

Masters  and  Gbvemors  and  Com- 
monalty of  the  Mystery  of 
Cooks  (h). 

Minister  Dei,  panperis  domus  de 
Donnington  (f). 


Pnepositos  et  Scholares  Aolae  Re- 
ginn  de  Oxon  (i). 


(e)  Eaton  College  cMe,  1  And.  2a. 
pi  47;  S.  C.  BenL  45;  bnt  according 
to  Ma  IS.  14,  the  objection  was  not 
considered  fiUal  to  the  lease.  And  see 
1  Leon.  169,  Afp*, 

(d)  £atonC(rilegeease^3Dy.l50,a. 
pL  (85);  S.  C.  Jenk.  Cent. 214,eMe 54. 

(e)  Eaton  CoDege  CMe,  1  And.  28. 
pi  47 ;  S.  C.  Mo.  18;  BenL  45. 

(/>  Jenk.  Cent.  288,  case  6. 

(ff)  Cited,  1  Leon.  159. 161.  168,  for 


Trin.  in  Car.  et  totnm  Capit.  de 
Ecclesia  pr8edict(^). 
Master  and  Wardens  of  the  Craft 
and  Mystery  of  Cooks  (h). 

Thomas  Letherland,  Teoman,  Mi- 
nister of  the  Almshonse  of  Ood 
of  Donnington,  besides  Newberry, 
in  the  county  of  Berks,  and  the 
Almsmen,  confreres  of  the  same 
house  (t*). 

Prseposit'  Sociorom  et  Scholariom 
AnlsB  yel  Collegii  Reginse  in 
Universitat'  Oxon  RectorisB  Ec- 
clesise  de  Charlton  super  Ote- 
more  Patroni(i&). 

the  word  « Trinity"  imports  St,  el 
indMd.;  S.  C.  cited,  10  Co.  122,  b.; 
Jenk.  Cent  235,  case  10. 

(h)  Croft  V.  Howell,  Plowd.  587  ; 
cited,  1  Leon.  159. 

(0  Pitt  V.  James,  Hob.  121 ;  S.  C. 
Mo.  865.  Sherborne  v.  Lewis,  Mo. 
589,  semb.  S.  C.  in  an  earlier  stage ; 
S.  C.  Goulds.  120.  pi  7. 

(2;)  Ayray's  case,  11  Co.  18,  b. 
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The  Dean  and  Chapter  of  the  Ca- 
thedral Church  of  Christy  &c. 
Oxford  of  the  foundation  of 
King  H^iy  the  8th  (/). 

The  Master,  Brothers,  and  Sisters, 
of  the  Hospital  of  the  hlessed 
Maiy  Virginis  (m). 

The  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Si  Mary 
in  Exon  (n). 

The  Provost,  Fellows,  and  Scholars 
of  Queen's  College  in  Oxford, 
Guardians,  of  the  Hospital  or 
Maison  de  Dieu  in  Southamp- 
ton (o). 

But  these  examples  will  suffice. 

The  lease  of  a  corporation  granted  for  charitable  purposes 
does  not  require  enrolment  under  the  statute,  9  Greo.  2.  c.  36, 
the  property  being  already  in  mortmain  (/?). 


The  Dean  and  Chapter  Ecclesise 
Cathedralis  Christi  in  Academia 
Oxon  ex  Fundatione  Reg.  H.  8  (/)• 

The  Master,  Brothers,  and  Sisters, 
of  the  Hospital  beatse  Marise  (m) . 

The  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Mary 
de  Exon  (n). 

Preepositus,  Socii,  et  Scholares 
Collegii  Reginalis  in  Oxonia, 
Qardianus  Hospitalis,  &c.  (o). 


II. — The  Crowfiy  and  its  Officers, 

In  consequence  of  the  diminution  of  the  land  revenues  of 
the  crown  by  the  improvident  grants  of  preceding  monarchs, 
it  was  found  necessary  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne  to  impose 
a  legislative  restraint  on  the  demising  power  of  herself  and 
successors  {q) ;  and  numerous  acts  of  parHament  have,  at  dif- 
ferent periods,  modified  and  regulated  its  exercise.  Sir 
WiUiam  Blackstone  lamented  the  misfortune  of  the  statute 
having  been  made  too  late,  after  almost  every  valuable  pos- 
session of  the  crown  had  been  granted  away  for  ever,  or  eke 
upon  very  long  leases ;  though  (he  observed)  it  might  be  of* 
some  benefit  to  posterity,  when  those  leases  came  to  expire  (r). 


(0  Batton  V.  Wrightman,  Poph.  56. 

(m)  Clark's  case,  4  Leon.  11. 

(n)  Willis  V.  Jermin,  1  Cro.  Eliz.  167 ; 
S.  C.  2  Leon.  97.  North's  case.  Mo. 
361. 

(o)  The  case  of  the  Provost  and 
Scholars  of  Queen's  CoUege  in  Oxford^ 
1    Leon.  134;  S.  C,  almost  verbatim, 


4  Leon.  85. 

(p)  Walker  v.  Richardson,  2  Meea. 
&  Wei  882;  S.  C.  Mur.  &  HorL  251. 
The  Attorney-General  v,  Glyn,  12 
Sim.  84. 

(q)  1  Anne,  stat.  1.  c.  7.  Bs.  5.  6. 

(r)  1  61a.  Com.  287.  and  preamble 
to  sect.  5  of  1  Anne,  stat.  1.  c.  7. 
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Until  the  reign  of  King  George  the  4th,  crown  leases  of 
lands  within  the  ordering  and  survey  of  the  court  a£ 
Exchequer  were  made  in  the  name  of  the  king  or  queen 
regnant,  and  passed  under  the  great  seal  or  Exchequer 
seal  5  but  the  delay,  inconvenience,  and  expense,  incident  to 
this  mode  of  proceeding  («)  suggested  the  expediency  of 
delegating  the  management  of  property  within  that  ordering 
and  survey  to  the  commissioners  of  the  woods,  forests,  and  land 
reyenues  of  the  crown.  This  alteration  was  effected  by  the 
statute  1  &  2  Geo.  4.  c.  52,  the  provisions  of  which  have  since 
been  considerably  extended  and  improved  imder  the  sanction 
of  parliament.  I  propose,  therefore,  an  examination  of  the 
powers  of  leasing  granted  to  the  commissioners,  before  I 
enter  upon  those  still  retained  and  exerciseable  by  the 
crown ;  and  although  this  arrangement  may  involve  a  viola- 
tion of  logical  propriety,  I  prefer  it  as  being  calculated  to 
present  the  subject  to  the  reader  in  one  uninterrupted  view. 
With  the  same  design,  I  have  comprehended  in  this  chapter 
several  topics  connected  with  the  main  subject,  which,  in 
accordance  with  strict  analysis,  ought  to  be  distributed  under 
various  divisions  of  the  work. 

The  subject  may  be  treated, 

1st,  With  reference  to  hereditaments  lying  within  the 
ordering  and  survey  of  the  Exchequer  in  England  or  Wales, 
in  Ireland,  and  in  the  Islands  of  Man  and  Alderney. 

2ndly,  With  reference  to  hereditaments  in  Scotland. 

3rdly,  With  reference  to  hereditaments  within  the  ordering 


{$)  These  leases  were  formerly  pre- 
pared by  the  Clerk  of  the  Pipe,  at  an 
average  expense,  where  lands  were 
demised,  of  about  602.  each;  and  of 
abont  50^  each  where  houses  were  let. 
This  expense,  according  to  the  then 
system  of  management  was  borne  en- 
tirely by  the  crown;  for,  although  the 
passing  of  the  leases  through  the  dif- 
ferent offices  was  nominally  paid  for 
by  the  lessees,  it  was  in  fact  a  charge 
upon  the  crown,  the  practice  being,  in 
Betting  the  rents,  to  deduct  from  the 


annual  value  of  the  estates  an  annuity 
equal  to  the  expense  thus  incurred. 
See  4th  Report  of  the  commissioners 
of  woods,  forests,  and  land  revenues, 
p.  18.  (1823).  The  charges  which  had 
been  reduced,  in  1826,  to  nearly  one- 
fourth  of  their  former  amount,  are  now 
defirayed  by  the  lessees.  See  5th  Re- 
portof  the  commissioners, p.  10.  (1 826). 
A  table  of  the  sums  payable  by  the 
lessees  for  their  proportion  of  the  ex- 
penses attending  the  demise  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Work. 
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and  fswnrey  of  the  Qhancellor  and  council  of  the  duchy  of 
Lancaster. 

4thl7,  With  reference  to  hereditaments  parcel  of  the  duchy 
of  Cornwall. 

5thly^  With  reference  to  hereditaments  purchased  hj,  or 
descended^  or  devised^  to  the  crown. 

Gthly^  With  reference  to  hereditaments  forfeited  or  es- 
cheated to  the  crown^  or  taken  by  the  crown  by  reason  of 
their  having  been  purchased  by^  or  to  the  use  of,  or  in  trust 
for  an  alien. 

And,  7thly,  may  be  added  some  remarks  relative  to  other 
requisites  and  matters  of  form  connected  with  crown  leases. 

I  consider  it  unnecessary  to  take  notice  of  such  acts  as 
have  been  passed  for  the  leasing  of  particular  pieces  of 
ground,  such  as  the  site  of  Carlton  Palace  (/)  and  the  like. 

1st,  With  reference  to  hereditaments  lying  within  the 
ordering  and  survey  of  the  Exchequer  in  England;  heredita- 
ments in  Ireland ;  and  in  the  Islands  of  Man  and  Aldemey. 

By  the  10  Geo.  4.  c.  60  («),  which  is  the  principal  statute 
now  bearing  on  the  subject,  several  acts  of  parliament  are 
repealed  in  express  terms  {a).  The  second  section  repeals  all 
other  acts  theretofore  passed  relative  to  his  Majesty's  woods, 
forests,  parks,  chases,  and  to  the  land  revenue  of  the  crown  in 
England  and  in  Ireland,  or  either  of  them,  so  £Bir  as  the 
same  are  inconsistent  with,  or  repugnant  to,  the  powers  and 
proviBions  of  10  Geo.  4.  The  repeal,  however,  of  these 
acts  did  not  revive  any  act  thereby  repealed,  nor  annul  nor 
prejudice  any  lease  or  thing  made  or  done  by  virtue  of  any 
such  act  (y) ;  and  it  was  provided  {z),  that  in  case  any  contract 


(I)  7  Geo.  4.  0.  77.    9  Geo.  4.  c.  70.  46  Geo.  S.  c.  151.    48  Geo.  8.  e.  78. 

(«)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  50  Geo.  8.  e.  65.    52  Geo.  8.  e.  161. 

(x)  The   following  mets  oonnected  54  Ctoo.  8.  c.  70.    56  Geo.  8.  c  16. 

with  the  sabject  were  repealed,  except  1  Geo.  4.  c.  71.    )  &  2  Geo.  4.  c.  52. 

80  far  M  they  related  to  hereditaments  7  &  8  Geo.  4.  o.  66.    7  ft  8  Geo.  4. 

within  the  ordering  and  aoxrey  of  the  c.  68. 

chancellor  and  cooncil  of  tlie  Duchy  (y)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  s.  3. 

of  Lancaster,  viz.,  34  Geo.  3.  c.  75.  (z)  Ibid. 
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should  hare  been  entered  into^  or  proceeding  instituted^ 
before  the  commencement  of  10  Geo.  4^  under  any  of  the 
said  acts,  which  should  not  have  been  completed^  the  same 
should  be  completed,  under  the  proriaions  of  the  said  acts, 
as  if  the  same  had  not  been  repealed,  unless  the  com- 
missioners should  think  it  more  expedient  to  complete  the 
same  under  the  provisions  of  10  Cteo.  4,  which  they  were 
empowered  to  do. 

And,  after  noticing  that  there  might  be  cases  in  which 
leases  made,  or  purporting  to  be  made,  under  farmer  acts 
were  invalid  by  reason  of  the  provisions  of  the  said  acts  not 
having  been  duly  complied  with,  or  on  other  grounds,  and 
the  expediency  that  power  should  be  given  to  confirm  such 
leases,  the  act  provided  (a),  that  in  any  case  where  a  lease 
theretofore  made  under  the  authority  or  supposed  authority 
of  any  act  theretofore  passed  relating  to  the  revenues  of  the 
crown  should  be  defective,  void,  or  liable  to  be  set  aside,  by 
reason  of  the  parties  not  having  been  duly  authorised  to 
make  the  same,  or  by  reason  of  the  omission  of  any  survey, 
or  by  reason  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  under  which  the 
same  should  purport  to  be  made  not  having  been  duly 
complied  with,  or  by  reason  of  such  lease  not  having  been  in 
fact  authorised  by  such  act,  or  having  heea  made  after  such 
act  should  in  fact  have  been  repealed,  it  should  be  lawful  for 
the  commissioners  in  case  the  lease  should  not  be  absolutely 
void,  to  confirm  the  same,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  and 
either  absolutely  or  conditionally,  and  on  such  terms  as  to 
them  should  seem  meet;  or,  in  case  such  lease  should  be 
absolutely  void,  to  make  any  lease  of  the  same  premises,  or 
any  part,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  any  person  an  interest 
therein  not  greater  or  more  beneficial  than  the  interest  which 
he  would  have  had  under  the  prior  lease,  in  case  the  same 
had  been  valid. 

Shortly  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  office  of  the 
Surveyor-General  of  his  Majesty^s  works  and  public  buildings 

(a)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  b.  46. 
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was  united  to  the  office  of  the  commissioners  of  the  woods, 
forests,  and  land  revenues ;  and  by  the  combined  operation 
of  the  statute  of  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  and  of  2  Wm.  4.  c.  1.  (ft), 
by  which  that  union  was  effected,  all  honours,  hundreds, 
castles,  lordships,  manors,  forests,  cha^ies,  woods,  parks, 
messuages,  lands,  tithes,  fisheries,  franchises,  services,  rents, 
and  other  land  revenues,  possessions,  tenements,  and  heredi- 
taments, whatsoever  (advowsons  of  churches  and  vicarages 
only  excepted)  which  then  belonged,  or  thereafter  should 
belong  to  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors,  within  the 
ordering  and  survey  of  the  court  of  Exchequer  of  England  or 
Wales,  in  Ireland,  in  the  Isle  of  Man  and  its  dependencies, 
and  the  Isle  of  Aldemey,  whether  in  possession,  remainder, 
or  reversion,  were  placed  under  the  management  of  these 
commissioners,  called  ^^  The  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's 
woods,  forests,  land  revenues,  works,  and  buildings;^'  who 
are  not  to  exceed  three  in  number;  and  are  to  be  appointed 
&om  time  to  time  by  letters  patent  under  the  great 
8eal(c). 

They  are  required  to  observe  the  orders  and  instructions, 
not  contrary  to  the  act,  2  W.  4.  c.  1,  which  shall  from  tune  to 
time  be  given  to  them  by  the  lord  high  treasurer,  or  the  com- 
missioners of  the  treasury,  for  the  time  being,  or  any  three 
or  more  of  them,  touching  the  performance  of  the  duties,  and 
the  exercise  of  the  powers,  imposed  and  conferred  by  the  act  {d) . 

And  we  may  here  remark,  that  where  anything  is  required, 
directed,  or  permitted  to  be  done,  or  shall  by  any  future  act 
be  required,  directed,  or  permitted  to  be  done  by  the  com- 
missioners of  woods  and  forests,  &c.,  the  same  may  be  as 
effectually  done  by  any  two  of  them,  as  if  done  by  all,  unless 
express  provision  be  made  to  the  contrary  (e).  And  when 
anything  is  required,  directed,  or  permitted  to  be  done  by 
the  commissioners  of  the  treasury,  the  same  may  be  done  by 


(b)  2  W.  4.  c  1.  c.  50.  as.  9.  16. 

(c)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  s.  8.    2  W.  4.  (e)  See  Coombee  v.  Dutton,  5  Meea. 
c.  1.  8.  1.  &  WeL  469;  and  post,  p.  198. 

(r/)  2  W.  4.  c.  1. 88. 2. 3.     10  Geo.  4. 
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any  three  of  them,  unless  express  provision  to  the  contrary 
be  made  by  such  future  act  (/). 

The  powers  of  leasing  conferred  on  the  commissioners  of 
woods  and  forests,  &c.,  are  defined  by  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50. 
Other  incidental  matters  are  directed  by  the  statute  of  Wil- 
liam the  4th. 

Previously  to  making,  or  entering  into  any  agreement  for 
making,  any  lease,  a  survey  of  the  premises  proposed  to  be 
leased,  and  an  estimate  of  the  value  thereof,  must  be  taken 
and  made  by  a  surveyor  or  surveyors  to  be  appointed  by  the 
commissioners :  and  the  surveyor  or  surveyors  must  certify 
by  a  report  in  writing  under  hand,  and  verified  by  oath,  the 
true  value  of  the  premises  surveyed  (^);  except  in  cases  where 
firom  the  nature  of  the  premises,  or  from  any  circumstances 
relative  thereto,  the  value  cannot  be  known  or  ascertained  by 
means  of  a  survey ;  or  where  the  value  of  the  premises  shall 
be  previously  known  to  be  so  inconsiderable  that  it  shall  not 
be  deemed  expedient  to  incur  the  expense  of  a  survey ;  or 
where  such  premises,  being  in  Ireland,  shall  have  been 
previously  aurveyed  and  valued  under  the  direction  of  any 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Lreland 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  crown  lands  in  Lreland,  at 
any  time  since  the  year  1820,  and  a  report  of  such  survey 
and  valuation  shall  have  been  made  on  oath,  and  shall  pre- 
viously to  such  lease  or  agreement  being  made,  have  been 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  commissioners  of  woods 
and  forests,  &c.;  in  any  of  which  cases  the  commissioners 
may  make  such  lease  or  agreement,  without  a  survey  or 
estimate  (A). 

The  authority  of  the  lord  high  treasurer,  or  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  treasury,  for  the  time  being,  to  be  signified  by 
some  warrant  under  hand,  must  also  be  obtained,  before  a 
valid  lease  can  be  granted.  And  such  authority  may  be 
given  either  generally  for  any  particular  class  of  cases,  or  for 
any  particular  lease,  and  either  without   any  condition  or 

(/)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  a.  16.    2  W.  4.  (g)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  s.  61. 

c  1.  8.  10.  (A)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  s.  62. 
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restriction,  as  to  the  lord  high  treasurer  or  commissioners 
of  the  treasury  may  seem  meet(f). 

The  term  allowed  to  be  granted  depends  npon  the  object 
of  the  lease,  or  the  nature  of  the  property  demised. 

Generally  speaking,  the  commissioners  of  the  woods,  &c., 
may  lease,  or  enter  into  any  contract  for  leasing,  the  premises 
to  any  person,  or  body  politic,  corporate,  or  collegiate,  for 
any  term  not  exceeding  thirty-one  years  from  the  time  of 
making  the  lease  or  agreement  for  a  lease  {k).  But  where  the 
premises  are  tenements  or  hereditaments,  the  greater  part  (rf 
the  yearly  value  of  which  shall  at  the  time  of  making  the  lease 
or  agreement  consist  of  any  building  or  buildings;  or  where 
the  premises  are  land  proper  for  the  erection  of  any  houses 
or  oth»  buildings,  with  or  without  gardens,  yards,  curtilages, 
or  other  appurtenances,  to  be  used  therewith,  and  where  the 
lessee  or  intended  lessee  shall  covenant  or  agree  to  erect  a 
building  or  buildings  thereon  of  greater  yearly  value  than 
such  land;  or  where  the  premises  are  land  proper  for  gardens, 
yards,  curtilages,  or  other  appurtenances  to  be  used  with  any 
other  house  or  other  building  erected  or  to  be  erected  on  any 
ground  belonging  either  to  the  crown  (/),  or  to  any  other 
proprietor,  or  proper  for  any  other  purpose  calculated  to 
afford  convenience  or  accommodation  to  the  occupiers  of  any 
such  house  or  building;  in  these  cases,  the  commissioners  are 
authorised  to  make  any  lease,  or  agreement  for  a  lease,  for 
any  term  not  exceeding  ninety-nine  years,  from  the  time  of 
making  such  lease  or  agreement  (m).  It  is  provided  {n), 
however,  that  no  land  proper  for  gardens,  yards,  curtilages, 
or  other  appurtenances,  to  be  used  with  any  house  or  other 
building  erected  or  to  be  erected  on  any  ground  belonging 
to  the  crown,  or  proper  for  any  other  purpose  calculated  to 
afford  convenience  or  accommodation  to  the  occupier  or 
occupiers  of  any  such  house  or  building,  shall,  under  the 

(»)  Sect  60.  words  **  The  Crown  "  wiU,  with  few 

(h)  Sect.  22.  exceptions,  be  hereafter  used. 
(0  The  words  of  the  act  are, "  His  (m)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  s.  23. 

Majesty,  his  heirs  or  sooeeflsors,"  in  (ft)  Sect  24. 

lieu  of  which,  for  brerity's  sake,  the 
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proTisions  of  the  act  (10  Geo.  4.  c.  50)  authorising  the  same 
to  be  demised  for  any  term  not  exceeding  ninety 'nine  years^ 
be  demised^  or  agreed  to  be  demised,  for  any  tem^irhich  shall 
extend  beyond  the  duration  of  the  subsisting  lease  or  leases 
of  the  house  or  building  to  which  the  same  shall  be  intended 
to  be  attached. 

It  is  also  provided  (o),  that  these  powers  of  leasing  shall 
not  extend  to  the  demising  or  leasing  of  any  of  the  royal 
forests,  parks,  or  chases,  in  England,  or  any  part  or  paroel 
thereof. 

Many  purprestnres,  encroachments,  and  trespasses,  having 
been  made  upon  the  soil  of  the  crown  within  the  boundaries 
of  some  of  the  royal  forests  without  any  effectual  interruption, 
it  was  considered  that  in  some  cases  it  would  be  expedient 
to  permit  the  persona  to  continue  in  possession,  and  in  others 
to  make  compensations  for  the  surrender  of  such  possessions, 
and  it  was  therefore  enacted  (/?),  that  in  all  cases  of  purpres- 
turea  or  encroachments  in  any  of  the  royal  forests,  which 
purprestures  or  encroachments  shall  appear  to  have  been 
inclosed,  or  used,  and  occupied,  by  the  person  then  in  pos- 
session thereof,  or  by  any  person  under  whom  the  same  are 
claimed  to  be  held,  without  any  effectual  interruption  by  or 
on  the  part  oi  the  crown  for  any  period  not  less  than  ten 
years,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  to  make  com- 
pensation in  money,  in  c<msideration  of  the  removal  of  any 
such  encroachment,  or  to  grant  to  the  person  in  possession 
a  lease  for  any  term  not  exceeding  three  lives  or  thirty-one 
years  either  of  such  encroachments  or  purpresture,  or  any 
other  part  or  parts  of  the  forest  in  lieu  thereof;  provided  that 
there  shall  be  reserved  in  every  such  lease,  such  annual  rent 
to  be  paid  to  the  crown  as  under  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  shall  by  the  commissioners  be  deemed  reasonable 
and  proper. 

(o)  Sect.  25.   See  bb.  96  and  97 f  no-  commifleionerB  to  confirm  tlie  title  to, 

tioed  post  «nd  to  gnnt  leaees  of,  encroachments 

(p)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  g.  96.    See  also  in  the  forest  of  Dean,  in  the  county  of 

1  &  2  Vict  c.  42,  which  empowers  the  Gloucester. 
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The  commissioners  arc  also  authorised  {q)  to  grant  any 
lease^  for  any  term  not  exceeding  thirty-one  years,  of  any  part 
of  the  Tojdi  forests  for  the  purpose  of  making  any  railway, 
tramroad,  or  inclined  plane,  or  for  erecting  any  steam-engine, 
or  other  works,  or  machinery,  with  a  license  in  such  lease  to 
make  or  erect  the  same,  and  to  raise,  get,  and  carry  away  any 
stone,  slate,  coal,  ore,  or  marl,  in  any  of  the  royal  forests, 
imder  such  modifications  and  restrictions,  for  such  yearly 
rent,  and  upon  such  terms  and  conditions,  as  to  them  may 
seem  expedient ;  provided  that  no  such  lease  or  license  for 
the  purpose  of  making  such  railnray,  tranmmd,  or  inclined 
plane,  or  of  erecting  such  steam-engine,  or  other  works  or 
machinery,  be  granted  in  any  case  where  the  use  of  the  same 
would  interfere  with,  or  in  any  way  abridge,  or  prove  incon- 
sistent with,  the  exercise  of  the  rights  vested  in  either  of  the 
companies  established  by  the  acts  40  G^.  3.  c.  clviii.  (r),  and 
49  Creo.  3.  c.  chx.  (s),  without  the  previous  consent  and  con- 
currence of  the  companies  incorporated  under  the  said  acts. 

Leases  authorised  by  the  act  may  be  made  to  take  effect 
either  as  leases  in  possession,  or  leases  of  the  reversion,  sub- 
ject to  any  existing  lease,  or  by  way  of  future  interest, 
provided  the  same  be  not  made  for  any  term  which  will 
extend  beyond  thirty-one  years ;  or  where  leases  for  ninety- 
nine  years  are  authorised,  then  provided  such  lease  be  not 
made  for  any  term  which  will  extend  beyond  ninety-nine 
years  from  the  time  when  such  leases  shall  be  made ;  or  if 
made  in  pursuance  of  a  previous  agreement,  then  from  the 
time  when  such  agreement  shall  have  been  made  {t). 

We  may  next  consider  the  provisions  of  the  act  relative  to 
the  reservation  of  rent. 

In  general,  there  must  be  reserved  and  made  payable  during 
the  whole  term  such  a  clear  yearly  rent  as  to  the  commis- 
sioners shall  appear  reasonable,  without  taking  any  fine  (ti). 


(q)  Sect.  97.  way  CompoDy. 

(r)  The  BaUo  Pill  RaUway  Com-  (f)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  r.  26. 

pany.  (u)  Sect.  28. 
(t)  The  Lydncy  and  Lidbrook  Rail- 
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except  under  circumstances  to  be  noticed  shortly  (a?).  And, 
in  estimating  the  amount  of  rent  to  be  reserved,  the  commis- 
sioners may  take  into  consideration  the  surrender  of  any 
existing  lease  of  the  property  comprised  in  the  lease  to  be 
granted,  or  of  any  part  thereof;  and  the  acceptance  of  any 
such  surrender  shall  not  be  considered  as  the  taking  of  a  fine 
within  the  meaning  of  the  last  clause  (y). 

In  leases  of  any  land  or  ground,  tenements,  or  heredi- 
taments, where,  at  the  time  of  granting  such  leases,  (or,  if 
such  leases  shall  be  granted  in  pursuance  of  a  previous 
agreement,  at  the  time  when  such  agreement  shall  have 
been  made,)  there  shall  not  be  any  substantial  buildings 
upon  the  land  to  be  demised,  and  the  lessees  shall  agree 
to  erect  on  such  land  any  buildings  of  greater  yearly  value 
than  the  land  demised,  or  agreed  to  be  demised,  it  shall 
be  lawful  to  reserve,  during  any  period  not  exceeding  the 
first  three  years  of  the  term,  a  nominal  rent,  or  such  other 
rent  only  as  to  the  commissioners  shall  seem  fit  {z). 

And  in  leases  to  be  granted  for  any  term  not  exceeding 
ninety^nine  years,  under  the  power  in  that  behalf  given, 
of  any  land  or  ground,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  where, 
at  the  time  of  granting  such  lease,  (or,  if  such  lease  shall 
be  granted  in  pursuance  of  a  previous  agreement,  at  the 
time  when  such  agreement  shall  have  been  made,)  there 
shall  be  any  substantial  buildings  upon  the  land  to  be 
demised,  and  the  buildings  thereupon  shall  not  require, 
or  shall  not  be  intended  or  agreed  to  be  rebuilt,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  to  take  a  fine  on  the 
granting  of  such  leases,  provided  that  such  fine  be  not 
taken  in  lieu  of  any  farther  part  than  one  third  of  such 
annual  sum  as  shall  appear  to  them  would  have  been  a  rea- 
sonable rent  or  consideration  for  such  leases  in  case  no 
fine  had  been  taken,  the  remainder  of  such  annual  sum 
being  reserved  by  way  of  rent ;  and  the  amount  of  the  fine 
to  be  so  taken  shall  not  be  less  than  the  sum  to  which 

(x)  lufra,  in  this  page.        (y)  10  Geo.  4.  e.  60.  s.  29.  («)  Sect.  30. 
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the  portion  of  the  foinual  sum  in  liei;^  of  whic)i  it  ^Hall  be 
taken  would  hay^  ampunted  duiing  the  term  to  be  ipMnted, 
deducting  a  dU^unt^  tp  be  copuputed  by  way  of  etMnpoBnd 
interest^  at  no  higher  rate  than  the  highest  legal  rate  of 
interest  in  England^  if  the  property  to  be  djemised  shall  be 
in  England  or  Wales^  or  than  the  bigb^t  legal  rat^  of 
interest  in  Ireland^  if  the  property  to  be  demised  sihAU  b^ 
in  Ireland  (a). 

If  the  lease  be  of  mines^  cpUieries^  or  quanries^  the  eoflft-. 
missioncrs  may  reserve  either  mi  annual  rent  in  niov^y,  W 
any  apnual  rent  in  moin^y  and  such  share  of  the.  produce 
in  kind^  or  such  re^t  or  duty  upon  the  quantity  or  Yalue 
of  such  produce,  as  they  shall  think  proper  (4). 

Leases  of  [the  profits  of  pne  aud  post  fines  ariung  within 
the  principality  of  Wales  and  county  palatine  of  Chester  (c)  J 
the  profits  of  tolls,  markets,  and  fairs,  tithes,  fiahevies,  ferries, 
and  other  articles  of  uncertain  produce,  may  be  granted  at 
such  rent  only,  or  at  such  rent  and  for  such  fine,  as  to  the 
commissioners  shall  seem  proper  {d). 

The  amount  of  rent  in  leases  of  eneroaclunentsi  on  the 
royal  forests,  and  of  part  of  the  royal  farests  for  railways, 
tramroads,  &c.,  rests,  as  we  have  se^u  (e),  in  the  diBoretion 
of  the  cpnunissionera. 

All  rents  must  be  reserved  and  made  payable  to  her  Majesty, 
her  heirs  and  successors,  dear  of  all  taxes  and  assesamenta  (/). 

Every  lease  must  opntain  a  proviso  or  condition  for  re- 
entry on  non-payment  of  the  rent,  or  non-performanoe  ai  the 
lessee's  covenants  (^). 

The  lessee  must  execute  a  coiinte]:pairt  (A). 

And  there  must  bo  na  exemptioi^  of  the  lessee  bem 
punishment  for  waste,  except  in  leases  of  mines,  mxRevalB, 
quarries,  or  collieries,  and  in  leases  to  he  made  under  the 


(a)  Sect  81.  (<>  Ante,  p.  191*2,  m.  96.  97. 

(5)  Sect  3a.  (f)  Sect  27. 

(c)  The  profite  within  the  brackets  (ff)  Sect.  27. 
were  abolished  by  3  &  4  W.  4.  c.  74.  (h)  Rnd. 

(d)  Sect  32. 
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power  given  by  the  net  of  leasing *for  a  tenn  not  exceeding 
ninety-nine  years  (i),  in  wfaick  case  the  lessee  may  be  made 
dispunishable  for  waste^  if  the  commissioners  shall  think 
proper  {k). 

The  receivers  under  the  act^  whom  the  oommissionors  are 
authorised  to  appoint  (Q^  are  empowered^  by  themselves  or 
dq»uties^  to  distrain  for  rent  in  arrd^  firom  any  lessee^ 
occupier,  or  tenant,  of  premises  which  shall  be  in  the  collec- 
tion, receipt,  or  management,  of  sudb  receivers  respectively ; 
and  the  goods  distrained  to  impound,  sell,  and  dispose  of: 
But  every  reeeiver  is  required,  in  making  or  causing  to  be 
made  any  such  distress,  and  in  relation  to  any  question  of 
kw  or  otherwise  which  may  arise  thereupon,  to  conform  to 
all  such  orders  and  regulations  as  shall  be  given  him  in  that 
behalf  by  the  commissioners  (m). 

IS  any  lessee,  occupier,  or  tenant,  of  premises  of  which  the 
annual  rent  shall  exceed  50/.,  shall  be  in  arrear  for,  or  hold 
m  h]3  custody,  any  rent  or  mesne  profits,  or  other  produce, 
due  or  belonging  to  the  crown,  arising  from  any  part  of  the 
erown  possessions  or  land  revenues,  for  the  space  of  three 
calendar  months  after  he  shaQ  have  been  apphed  to,  either 
penoioally  or  by  letter  firoon  the  receiver,  without  paying  over 
the  same  to  sudsi  reoeiver,  the  de£aulter  shall  be  charged  with 
interest  for  such  arrear,  to  be  calculated  after  the  rate  of  5/. 
&r  every  100/.  by  the  year>  upon  the  sum  in  arrear,  from 
the  time  at  which  the  same  became  due,  iqpi  to  the  day  on 
which  the  Basne  shall  be  actually  paid;  and  such  int^est 
shall  be  added  to  the  rent  or  mesne  profits  or  other  profits  or 
produce  so  in  arrear,  and  shall  be  recovered  and  received  by 
the  same  ways  and  means  as  rents  are  by  the  aet  made 
recoveraUe,  together  with  all  costs  and  expenses  to  be  sus- 
tained in  the  recovery  thereof  (»). 

But  power  is  given  to  the  commissioiners,  where  they  shall 
think  it  expedient,  but  with  the  consent  of  the  lord  high 

(0  See  ante,  p.  190.  (m)  Sect.  90. 

(k)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  s.  27.  (n)  Sect  91. 

(0  Sect  12. 
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treasurer^  or  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury^  to  make 
any  composition  or  agreement  with  any  person  for  any 
arrears  of  rent;  and,  after  payment  of  any  sum  agreed  upon, 
the  crown  will  be  barred  from  suing  for,  or  in  any  mannar 
recovering,  any  such  arrears  so  compounded  for  (o). 

A  particular  form  of  a  lease  of  railways,  or  of  encroach- 
ments in  the  royal  forests,  is  prescribed  by  the  act ;  though 
the  commissioners  are  authorised  to  adopt  any  other  which 
they  may  deem  more  expedient.  The  form  provided  by  the 
act  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  work. 

It  was  also  declared,  that  leases,  and  contracts  for  leases, 
and  counterparts,  made  or  entered  into  by  the  commis- 
sioners under  the  authority  of  the  act,  should  be  exempt 
from  the  burthen  of  any  ad  valorem  or  other  stamp  duty 
whatsoever,  under  any  then  present  or  future  act,  unless 
the  same  should  be  specially  subjected  thereto  by  such 
fiiture  act  (^). 

Every  lease  of  premises  in  England  or  Wales  must,  within 
Rix  months  (signifying  lunar  months)  after  date,  be  enrolled 
at  the  lessee's  expense,  in  ^*  The  ofSce  of  land  revenue  records 
and  enrolments"  (9),  in  the  order  of  time  in  which  each  deed 
shall  be  brought  into  the  ofSce  for  that  purpose,  and  the 
keeper  of  the  records  and  enrolments  must  certify,  or  cause 
to  be  certified,  under  his  hand,  or  the  hand  of  his  deputy  or 
assistant  for  the  time  being,  upon  the  instrument,  when 
enrolled,  the  fact  of  its  having  been  so  enrolled  (r) :  And  a 
minute  or  docket  of  every  such  lease  must  be  entered  and 
preserved  by  the  commissioners  of  the  woods  and  forests,  &c., 
in  their  office  {$). 

Should  the  enrolment  of  any  deed  or  other  instrument,  or 
minute  or  docket,  before  the  keeper  of  the  records  and  enrol- 
ments, or  the  entry  of  any  deed  or  other  instrument  in  the 
office  of  the  commissioners,  be  omitted  or  delayed  beyond 

(0)  Sect  93.  (r)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  8.  64.     2  W.  4. 

(p)  Sect  77.  c.  1.  8.  23. 

(q)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  b.  63.     2  W.  4.  (<)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  s.  63.     2  W.  4. 

e.  1.  SB.  13.  15.  21.  22.     This  office  is  c.  1.  s.  22. 
situate  in  Spring  Gardens. 
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the  period  provided^  the  commissioners  are  authorised,  for 
any  reasonable  cause  to  them  shown  for  the  omission  or 
delay,  to  permit  such  enrolment  or  entry  nunc  pro  tunc, 
which,  when  made  under  such  authority,  will  be  as  valid  as 
if  made  within  the  period  limited  for  that  purpose  (/). 

Where  any  deed  or  other  instrument  which  shaU  appear 
to  have  been  made  or  executed  under  the  authority  of  any 
act  passed  relating  to  the  possessions  and  land  revenues  of 
the  crown  shall  have  written  thereon  a  memorandum  of  its 
having  been  enrolled  in  the  office  of  records  and  enrolments, 
and  such  memorandum  shall  purport  to  be  signed  by  the 
keeper  of  the  records  and  enrolments,  or  by  any  person 
acting  as  his  deputy  or  assistant,  such  memorandum  shall,  in 
the  absence  of  evidence  to  the  contrary,  be  sufficient  proof 
of  the  deed  or  other  instrument  having  been  duly  made,  or 
executed,  and  of  its  having  been  duly  enrolled,  and  of  the 
provisions  of  the  act  having  been  duly  complied  with ;  and 
such  memorandum  shall  be  receivable  in  evidence  without 
proof  of  the  handwriting  of  the  signature  thereto  (u). 

The  enrolment  of  any  deed  or  instrrunent  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  2  W.  4.  c.  1,  has  the  same  effect  as 
enrolment  pursuant  to  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50  (<r). 

K  the  premises  lie  in  Ireland,  the  commissioners  must 
cause  duplicates  of  all  leases  to  be  transmitted  to  the  office 
of  record  in  Ireland  in  which  the  original  rentals  or  rent 
rolls  of  the  crown  rents  shall  be  preserved ;  and  every  such 
duplicate  shall  be  there  preserved,  and  remain  of  record 
among  the  other  records  and  muniments  preserved  in  the 
office  (y).  And  not  only  shall  the  original  lease  by  which 
any  hereditaments  in  Ireland  shall  be  demised  under  the 
act,  but  also  such  duplicate,  or  a  copy  of  such  duplicate, 
attested  by  the  officer  for  the  time  being  in  whose  custody 
the  same  shall  remain,  (and  which  copies  the  officer  is  to 

(0  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  a.  68.     2  W.  4.  c.  113,  An  act  to  facilitate  the  admis- 

e.  1.  8.  27.  sion  in  evidence  of  certain  official  and 

(»)  10  Geo.  4.  c  60.  8.  67.    2  W.  4.  other  documents, 
e.  1.  8.  26.     And   see   Kinnenley  v.  (x)  2  W.  4.  c.  1.  8.  28. 

Orpe,  1  Dougl.  56 ;  and  8  &  9  Vict  (y)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  s.  70. 
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grant  to  any  person  applying  for  the  same,  on  payment  of  a 
fee  of  Is.  for  every  such  copy^  and  if  the  same  shall  consist  of 
more  than  seyenty-two  words  then  a  further  fee  of  1#.  lor 
every  seventy-two  words  over  the  first  seventy-two  words,) 
shall  be  admitted  in  all  courts  of  law  and  eqnity  as  evidence 
of  the  title  of  the  lessees,  and  all  persons  claiming  under 
them,  to  the  hereditaments  to  which  such  leases  shall  respect- 
ively relate  (ir). 

The  commissioners  are  also  empowered  (a)  to  give  any 
notice,  make  any  claim  or  demand,  and  to  depute  any  person 
to  make  any  entry,  which  shall  be  requisite  or  expedient, 
with  a  view  either  to  compel  any  tenant,  lessee,  or  occupier, 
of  the  premises,  to  quit  or  deliver  up  the  possession  thereof, 
or  to  compel  the  performance  of  any  covenant,  contract,  or 
engagement,  in  relation  thereto,  or  to  recover  possession  on 
non-performance  of  any  covenant,  contract,  or  agreement, 
or  to  compel  the  payment  of  any  sum  of  money  which  ought 
to  be  paid  in  respect  thereof,  and  to  give  any  other  notice, 
make  any  other  claim  or  demand,  and  depute  any  person  to 
make  any  other  entry,  which  may  be  requisite  or  expedient, 
touching  any  of  the  said  possessions  or  land  revenues;  and 
every  such  notice,  claim,  or  demand,  given  or  made  in 
writing  under  the  hands  of  the  commissionera,  or  any  two  of 
them,  for  such  purposes,  and  every  entry  which  shall  be 
made  by  any  person  or  persons  so  deputed  upon  any  of  the 
said  estates  or  possessions,  will  be  effectual  to  all  intents,  and 
will  have  the  like  force  as  if  respectively  given  or  made  by 
the  crown ;  and  all  such  notices,  claims,  demands,  or  entries, 
are  respectively  to  be  taken  to  have  been  given  and  made  by 
or  on  behalf  of  the  crown. 

With  reference  to  this  section  it  has  lately  been  decided  {b), 
that  where  a  lease,  dated  18th  October,  1825,  granted  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  woods  and  forests,  contained  a  clause 
that  if  the  commissioners  for  the  time  being  should  be  desirous 
of  determining  the  demise,  and  should  give  the  lessee  one 

(z)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  6.  71.  (5)  Coombes  v,  Dutton,  5  Meeei  & 

(a)  Sect  92.  Wei  469. 
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calendar  month's  notice  in  writings  under  their  hands^  the 
demise  should  dease^  a  notice  given  by  t^o  of  the  eommis- 
feioiiers  fbr  the  time  being  was  sufficient. 

Frovisi&n  is  made  by  the  act  as  wdl  for  the  indemnity  of  the 
lessees^  as  of  the  commissioners.  With  regard  to  the  former^ 
it  is  declared  (c)^  that  no  person^  or  body  politic,  corporate^  or 
collegiate,  claiming  under  any  deed  or  instrument  by  which 
any  lease  shall  be  made,  or  purport  to  be  made,  by  the 
commissioners,  and  shall  be  duly  enrolled,  shall  be  bound  to 
inquire  whether  the  commissioners  were  duly  authorised  by 
the  k»rd  high  treasurer,  or  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury, 
to  make  the  same;  or  whether  a  survey  shall  have  been 
made ;  or  whether,  in  cases  of  leases  in  Ireland,  a  duplicate  of 
the  instrument  shall  have  been  duly  transmitted  to  Ireland ; 
or  whether  the  provisions  of  the  act  in  other  respects  shall 
have  been  complied  with ;  or  whether  such  lease  shall  in  fact 
have  been  authorised  by  the  act,  or  within  its  provisions ;  but 
that  every  instrument  by  which  any  lease  shall  purport  to  be 
made  under  the  authority  of  the  act  shall,  after  due  enrol- 
ment, be  effectual  as  agaih^  the  crown  for  the  purposes  for 
which  the  same  shall  have  been  executed. 

And  to  prevent  any  question  as  to  the  liability  of  persons 
paying  money  unde^  the  act,  it  is  enacted  (cf),  that  no  person, 
body  poUtic,  corporate,  or  collegiate,  paying  any  money 
under  the  auth<Mrity  of  the  act,  shall  be  bound  to  see  to  its 
application,  or  be  answerable  for  its  misapplication  or  non- 
application^ 

As  to  the  commissioners,  it  is  provided  (e),  that  nothing 
dontained  in  the  act,  of  to  be  contained  in  any  contract, 
lease,  or  instrument,  thereby  authorised,  shall  extend  to 
charge  the  person  of  any  of  the  commissioners  executing 
any  such  contract,  lease,  or  other  instrument,  or  his  heirs, 
executors,  or  administrators,  or  his  lands,  tenements,  goods, 
or  chattels,  with  Or  for  the  performance  of  any  of  the 
covenants,  conditiohs,  or  agreements,  therein  contained ;  but 

(c)  10  Goo.  4.  c.  SO.  8.  73.  (d)  Sect.  74.  (e)  Sect.  17. 


200  OF  THE  CONTRACTING  PARTIES.  [Part  III. 

that  the  amount  of  all  suins^  costs^  &c.,  which  may  be 
recovered  against  him^  his  heirs^  executors^  or  admimstrators^ 
by  reason  of  any  such  contract^  lease^  or  other  instrument^  or 
the  covenants^  conditions^  or  agreements  therein  contained^ 
and  also  all  the  costs^  &c.^  which  shall  be  occasioned  to  him 
by  reason  of  any  such  contract^  lease^  or  other  instrument,  or 
any  covenant,  condition,  or  agreement,  therein  contained,  or 
any  action  or  suit  against  him  thereupon,  shall  respectively 
be  discharged  out  of  the  moneys  to  be  raised  from  the  said 
possessions  and  land  revenues  of  the  crown. 

In  case  any  difference  shall  arise  between  the  commis- 
sioners and  any  other  person  concerning  the  boundaries, 
extent,  or  amount,  of  any  of  the  lands,  tenements,  posses- 
sions, rents,  or  land  revenues,  of  the  crown,  to  which  the  act 
of  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50,  relates,  or  any  right  of  common,  right  of 
way,  or  other  right  or  easement  whatsoever,  claimed,  or  to  be 
claimed,  in  respect  of,  or  as  appurtenant  to,  or  in,  over,  upon, 
or  out  of,  the  same  lands,  tenements,  possessions,  rents,  and 
land  revenues,  or  any  of  them  respectively,  or  otherwise 
howsoever  in  respect  of  or  in  relation  thereto,  then  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  commissioners,  with  the  consent  of  the 
lord  high  treasurer,  or  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury, 
to  concur  with  such  person  in  referring  the  same  to  arbitra- 
tion as  in  the  act  is  mentioned  (/) :  Provided  that  eveiy  such 
submission  to  arbitration,  and  the  award,  or  a  duplicate  of  the 
same  respectively,  shall,  within  three  calendar  months  from 
the  date  of  each  such  award,  be  enrolled  in  the  office  of  land 
revenue  records  and  enrolments  (^),  or  in  the  office  of  record 
in  Ireland,  as  the  case  may  be;  and  it  is  declared  that  such 
enrolment  shall  be  good  evidence  of  such  submission. 

The  commissioners  must  within  thirty  days  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  first  session  of  parliament  in  every  year, 
(without  special  requisition,)  report  in  writing  under  their 
hands  and  seals  to  the  crown  and  both  houses  of  parliament 
what  leases  shall  have  been  made  during  the  year  preceding ; 

(/)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  ».  94.  (g)  10  Geo.  4.  e.  50.  8.  94.     2  W.  4.  c.  1.  ».  21. 
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and  state  in  sucli  reports  for  what  terms  or  estates  such  leases 
shall  have  been  made,  and  also  the  annual  value  of  the  tene- 
ments or  hereditaments  comprised  in  every  such  lease,  and 
the  annual  value  of  the  same  premises  by  the  last  preceding 
survey  thereof,  where  there  shall  happen  to  be  a  further 
survey  and  valuation  of  the  same  in  the  custody  or  power  of 
the  commissioners,  and  what  rent  shall  have  been  reserved 
on  every  such  lease,  and  what  fines  paid  for  the  same,  and 
upon  what  other  consideration  such  leases  shall  respectively 
have  been  made ;  and  also,  as  far  as  the  same  can  be  done, 
the  rents  and  fines  which  were  reserved  and  paid  upon  or  for 
the  last  preceding  lease  of  such  tenements  or  hereditaments; 
and  the  commissioners  are  also  to  set  forth  all  such  other 
matters  and  things  concerning  the  possessions  and  land 
revenues  of  the  crown  as  to  them  shall  seem  proper  and 
necessary  {h). 

Several  kinds  of  property,  however,  are  expressly  exempted, 
partly  or  wholly,  from  the  operation  of  the  act :  for  instance, 
it  is  provided,  as  we  have  seen  (i),  that  the  powers  of  leasing 
therein  given  shall  not  extend  to  any  of  the  royal  forests, 
parks,  or  chases,  in  England,  or  any  part  or  parcel  thereof  (^) ; 
though  the  96th  and  97th  sections  of  the  act  apply  to  the 
royal  forests  (/). 

And  also  (m)  that  nothing  in  the  act  contained  shall  extend 
to  impair  or  affect  any  rights  or  powers  of  control,  manage- 
ment, or  direction,  which  have  been  or  may  be  exercised  by 
authority  of  the  crown,  or  other  lawAil  warrant,  relative  to 
any  leases,  grants,  or  assurances,  of  any  of  the  small  branches 
of  the  hereditary  revenue  of  the  crown,  or  to  fines  taken  or 
to  be  taken,  or  to  rents,  boons,  and  services,  reserved  or  to 
be  reserved,  upon  such  grants,  leases,  and  assurances,  or  to 

(h)  Sect  125:  life,  will  loake  part  of  the  Consolidated 

(i)  Ante,  p.  191.  fund,  by  virtae  of  the  statute  1   &  2 

(k)  Sect  25.  Vict.  c.  2,  which  contains  (as  did  the 

(/)  See  ante,  p.  191.  act  of  1  W.  4.  c.  25.  s.  12,)  a  provision 

(m)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  s.  128.    The  (sect.  12)  corresponding  with  that  in 

hereditary  revenues  of  the  Crown  arc  the  text. 

now  carried  to,  and   for  the  Queen's 
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the  mitigation  or  remissioti  of  the  same,  or  to  any  other 
lawfol  act^  matter^  or  things  which  has  been  or  may  be  done 
touching  the  said  branches^  but  that  the  said  rights  and 
powers  shall  continue  to  be  used^  exercised,  and  enjoyed,  in 
as  ample  a  manner  as  if  the  act  had  not  been  made,  and  as 
the  same  had  been  or  might  have  been  enjoyed  by  the  crown 
up  to  the  time  of  passing  the  act,  subject  nerertheless  to  all 
isuch  restrictions  and  regulations  as  were  then  in  force  in 
relation  thereto.  The  restrictions  and  regulations  hete  alluded 
to  are  those  provided  by  the  act  of  Queen  Anne  (n),  which 
enacted  (o),  that  the  small  branches  therein  mentioned  (p)  of 
her  Majesty^s  revenue  should  not  be  alienable  or  grantable 
for  any  estate  or  term  whatsoever  to  endure  longer  than  the 
life  of  her  Majesty,  or  of  such  King  or  Queen  as  should  make 
such  alienation  or  grant  respectively  j  and  that  all  gifts, 
grants,  alienations,  leases,  and  assurances  whatsoever,  to  be 
had  or  made  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  should  be 
null  and  void  without  any  inquisition,  scire  facias,  or  other 
proceeding,  to  determine  or  make  void  the  same.  This  pro- 
vision now  extends  to  aU  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  (;). 

The  act  of  10  Geo.  4.  also  expressly  declared  (r),  that  nothing 
therein  contained  should  (notwithstanding  the  repeal  of  the 
several  acts  therein  contained  relating  to  the  land  revenue  of 
the  crown)  extend  to,  or  be  construed  to  repeal,  interlbre  with, 
or  affect,  any  of  the  powers,  provisions,  or  authorities,  in  such 
acts  respectively  contained,  relating  to  any  manors,  mes- 
suages. Sec.,  within  the  ordering  and  survey  of  the  chancellor 
and  council  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  or  to  any  of  the  rents 
and  revenues  thereof,  or  to  any  purchases,  sales,  or  grants, 
made,  or  to  be  made,  by,  or  under  the  seals  of,  the  said  duchy 


{%)  1  Aime,  stel  1.  o.  7.  the  revenne  of  the  wine  UoeDnes ;  and 

(o)  Sect.  7.  the  reyenue  arisiDg  by  sherifTs  prof- 

(p)  Viz,  the  first  fruits  and  tenths  fen,  and  compositions  in  the  Exchc- 

of  the  clergy ;  the  fines  for  writs  of  qner,  and  by  seizores  of  nncwtomod 

covenant  and  writs  of  entry,  foimcrly  and  prohibited  goods. 

payable  in  the  alienation  office,   but  (q)  1  &  2  Viet  c.  95.  s.  4. 

now  abolished,  3  &  4  W.  4.c.  27.  s.  ^d;  (r)  10  Geo.  4.  c  50.  &  130. 

the  post  fines,  now  also  abolished ; 
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and  oottnty  palatine  of  Lancaster^  or  either  of  tliem ;  but 
that  all  and  singular  the  said  several  powers  and  provisions^ 
80  far  as  the  same  related  to  or  concerned  the  said  duchy 
and  county  palatine,  shoxdd  remain  in  full  forces  and  that 
the  said  manors,  messuages,  Sec,,  of  and  belonging  to  the  said 
duchy  should  continue  to  be  granted  and  demised  by  the 
crown,  for  the  like  terms,  estates,  and  interests,  and  the  rents 
and  revenues  thereof  to  be  recdved  and  applied  under  the 
order  and  direction  of  the  chancellor  and  council  and  other 
o£5cers  of  the  duchy,  to  the  like  purposes,  and  in  like  manner, 
as  before  the  passing  of  the  act. 

Leases  of  lands  parcel  of  this  duchy  will  form  the  3rd 
diyision  of  our  inquiry. 

So  the  crown  is  empowered  (#),  out  of  the  possessions  and 
land  revenues  of  the  crown  to  which  the  act  relates,  to  grant 
to  any  body  or  bodies  politic  or  corporate,  or  any  person  or 
persons  whomsoever,  and  their  heirs  and  successors  (/)  re- 
spectively, for  such'  estate  or  interest  therein  as  to  the  crown 
shall  seem  meet,  any  building  proper  to  be  used  as,  or  con- 
verted into,  or  any  ground  proper  for  the  site  of,  any  church 
or  chapel,  with  or  without  a  cemetery  or  burial  ground  thereto, 
or  any  ground  proper  for  a  cemetery  or  burial-ground  to  any 
church  or  chapel,  and  any  house  with  its  appurtenances,  and 
with  or  without  a  garden  thereto,  proper  for  the  residence  of 
the  spiritual  person  who  may  serve  such  church  or  chapel,  or 
any  ground  proper  for  the  site  or  sites  of  any  such  residence, 
or  of  any  parochial  or  district  school:  and  such  body  or 
bodies  politic  or  corporate,  or  any  person  or  persons,  and  their 
heirs,  successors,  executors,  or  administrators  («),  have  full 
capacity  to  hold  the  same.  And  whenever  it  shall  please  the 
crown  to  make  such  grant,  the  lord  high  treasurer,  or  the 
commissioners  of  the  treasury,  are  to  issue  a  warrant  under 
hand  to  any  such  body,  &;c.,  which  warrant  shall  be  exempt 
from   stamp   duty,  and  shall,  if  the  same  shall  relate  to 

(s)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  s.  45,  which      ministrators  *'  appear   to  Iiave  been 
repealed  7  &  8  Greo.  4.  c.  66.  omitted  by  aecident. 

(0  The  words  ^  executors  and  od-  (u)  See  note  (t),  sup. 
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England  and  Wales^  be  enrolled  as  before  mentioned  (^);  and, 
if  the  same  shall  relate  to  a  grant  in  Ireland,  shall  be  enroUed 
in  the  office  of  record  in  Ireland  in  which  the  rentals  or  rent 
rolls  of  the  Queen^s  rents  shall  be  preserved ;  and  the  enrol- 
ment of  the  warrant  shall  be  certified  at  the  foot  or  on  the 
back  thereof  by  the  proper  officer  under  hand;  and  the 
warrant  when  so  enrolled  shall  be  returned  with  such  certifi- 
cate of  enrolment  to  the  grantee  of  the  premises ;  and  after 
such  enrolment  the  grantee  or  grantees  named  in  such  war- 
rant, and  his  or  their  heirs,  successors,  executors,  or  adminis- 
trators {y),  shall  be  adjudged  to  be  in  the  actual  seisin  or 
possession  of  the  premises  specified  in  the  warrant,  and  shall 
enjoy  the  same,  either  absolutely  and  in  perpetuity,  or  for 
such  limited  estate,  term,  or  interest,  and  under  and  subject 
to  such  reservations  of  rent,  or  other  acknowledgments,  condi- 
tions, or  restrictions,  and  upon  such  trusts,  and  for  such 
purposes,  as  shall  be  specified  in  such  warrant.  But  it  is  pro- 
vided that  nothing  in  the  act  contained  shall  extend  to  enable 
the  crown  to  grant  more  than  five  acres  in  any  one  grant  for 
any  of  the  purposes  aforesaid,  or  to  grant  any  premises  in  any 
one  instance  which  shall  exceed  in  value  the  sum  of  1,000/. 

By  a  recent  act  {z),  the  Bolls  estates  are  vested  in  the 
Queen  as  part  of  the  possessions  and  land  revenues  of  the 
crown,  and  are  placed  within  the  ordering  and  survey  of  the 
court  of  Exchequer  in  England,  and  made  subject  to  the 
provisoes,  powers,  and  authorities,  contained  in  the  acts 
10  Geo.  4.  c.  50,  and  2  W.  4.  c.  1,  and  to  all  such  other  pro- 
visions, powers,  and  authorities,  in  every  respect  as  the  other 
possessions  and  land  revenues  of  the  crown  within  the  ordering 
and  survey  of  the  said  court  of  Exchequer  are  subject  to. 

2.  With.reference  to  hereditaments  in  Scotland. 

In  a  late  session  of  parliament  an  act  (a)  was  passed,  which 

(x)  The  mode  of  enrolment  pre-  (y)  See  ante,  p.  203.  n.  (t). 

scribed  by   10  Geo.  4.  c.  50,  was  al-  (2)  1  Vict  c.  46.  s.  2.     As  to  leases 

tered,  as  we  have  seen,  by  2  W.  4.  c.  1.  by  the  Master  of  the  RoDs,  see  post 
See  ante,  p.  196.  (a)  2  &  3  W.  4.  c.  112. 
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authorised  the  placing  of  the  hereditary  land  revenues  of  the 
crown  in  Scotland  under  the  management  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  land  revenues  of  the  crown  in  England  and 
Ireland.  And  it  was  provided^  that  it  should  be  lawful  for 
the  lord  high  treasurer^  or  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^  for  the 
time  beings  or  any  three  or  more  of  them^  by  warrant  under 
hand^  to  order  and  direct^  that^  from  and  after  the  time  to  be 
mentioned  in  such  warranty  all  the  revenues^  debts^  duties^ 
and  profits^  appertaming^  or  which  thereafter  should  apper- 
tain, to  the  crown,  within  Scotland,  and  all  honors,  castles, 
manors,  lands^  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  in  Scotland, 
which  then  did  or  thereafter  should  appertain  to  the  crown 
by  virtue  of  any  attainder,  outlawry,  seizure  for  any  crime, 
or  cause  of  forfeiture,  debt  or  duty,  or  upon  «ny  extent,  com- 
mission, or  otherwise,  or  by  virtue  of  the  royal  prerogative, 
or  by  any  other  right  or  title  whatsoever ;  and  all  the  rents, 
issues,  and  profits  thereof,  or  any  of  them ;  and  also  all  and 
every  the  goods,  chattels,  debts,  credits,  rights,  titles,  and 
personal  estates,  within  Scotland  anyways  accruing  or  belong- 
ing, or  which  thereafter  should  belong,  to  the  crown  by  force 
or  virtue  of  the  royal  prerogative,  or  of  any  attainder,  extent, 
inquisition,  debt,  duty,  or  forfeiture,  or  by  any  other  right, 
title,  ways,  or  means  whatsoever,  and  all  the  remedies  and 
means  for  recovering  the  same,  or  the  possession  thereof, 
and  all  accounts  relating  thereto,  [and  also  all  and  every  for- 
feitures and  penalties  which  had  been  incurred,  or  should  or 
might  incur,  or  become  anyways  due  and  payable,  in  Scot- 
land, by  force  or  virtue  of  any  penal  or  other  laws  or  statutes 
whatsoever  (b) ;]  and  also  all  fines,  issues,  forfeitures,  or 
penalties,  of  what  nature  or  kind  soever,  happening,  arising, 
or  accruing,  to  the  crown  within  Scotland,  save  and  except 
such  as  were  then  under  the  management  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  his  Majesty's  customs  and  excise  respectively, 
should  be  under  the  management  of  the  commissioners  for 

(h)  The  part  within  bracketa  was  sabsequently  repealed  by  3  &  4  W.  4. 
c.  69.  8.  1. 
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the  time  being  of  liis  Majesty^s  woods,  forests,  land  revenues, 
works,  and  buildings,  in  Sngland  and  Ireland,  and  their  suc-i 
eessors,  acting  under  or  by  virtue  of  the  acts,  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50, 
and  i  W.  4,  c.  1;  and  that  from  the  time  to  be  mentioned  in 
such  warrant  the  duties  theretofore  performed,  and  the  powers 
theretofore  exerciaeable,  by  the  baronfi  of  the  court  of  Exche- 
quer in  Scotland,  about  the  management  of  anch  hesedita-^ 
ments  and  revenues  respectively,  should  be  performed  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  woods  and  forests,  &c.,  and  their  sue* 
cessors;  and  that  all  acts,  deeds,  bends,  oootroetaiy  agree- 
ments, and  other  instruments,  relating  to  suefa  hereditaments 
9nd  revenues  respectively,  in  which  the  said  barons  in  Scot- 
land were  muned,  should  apply  to  the  oommissionaps  for  the 
time  being  of  woods  and  forests,  &c.,  as  if  such  commissioners 
had  been  originally  named  in  and  made  parties  to  such  acts, 
deeds,  bonds,  contracts,  agreements,  and  other  instruments, 
instead  of  the  barons  of  the  Exchequer. 

This  act  being  found  insufficient  for  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  made,  recourse  was  again  had  to  the  legislature, 
who  in  the  next  session  of  parliament  parsed  another  act  (c) 
to  enlarge  and  extend  the  powers  of  the  commissioners  in 
relation  to  the  management  and  disposition  of  the  land 
revenue  of  the  crown  in  Scotland.  By  this  statute  it  was 
provided  (cQ,  that  the  commissioncars  should  have  and  exer- 
cise all  the  powers  and  authorities  whatsoever,,  with  regard  to 
his  Mqesty's  land  revenue,  lands,  teind%  fou  retour,  and 
other  duties  and  casualties  in  Scotland  under  then  manage- 
ment and  control,  as  were  contimed  in  the  Act  of  10  Geo*  4. 
c.  50,  with  respect  to  his  Majesty's  land  revenue  in  England; 
and  {e)  that  all  the  provisions  in  that  wst  contained,  either 
exprc^asly  or  by  reference  to  other  ads,  relating  to  the  sellings 
leasing,  exchanging,  and  general  admHiistration,  of  the  pos- 
sesfiioBS  and  land  revenues  of  the  crown  in  England,  and  all 
other  the  powers,  provisions,  and  autiioritie%.  in  that  act  given 
to  the  commissioners^  should,^  so  far  as  the  same  were  appli- 

(c)  3  &  4  W.  4.  c.  69.  {d)  Sect  2.  (e)  Sect  3. 
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cable,  ^xtepd  to  the  act  now  under  notice,  except  that  in  all 
cases  in  which  the  sariction  of  the  oourt  of  Exchequer  in 
England  was  by  10  Greo.  4,  made  necessary,  the  sanction  and 
authority  of  the  court  of  Sessio$L  in  Scothmd  should  be  suffi- 
cient with  respect  to  the  possessions  and  land  revenues  of 
the  prown  in  Scotland, 

And,  in  Ueu  of  tl^e  enrolment  direct^  by  10  G^o.  4,  the 
commissioners  are  to  cause  duplicates  of  aU  leases  granted 
by  them  by  the  authority  of  the  aot  under  notice^  of  any 
lands  or  other  heritable  property  or  sul^eiots  of  the  crown  in 
Scotland,  to  b^  transmitted  to  the  office  of  Chancery  of 
Scotland,  there  to  be  recorded  pr  registered,  and  to  be  there 
preserved  and  recorded  an^tpng  the  other  records  and  muni- 
ments rdating  to  the  Iwds  Qr  other  property  or  subjects  of 
the  crow^  preserved  ija,  such  offioe. ;  and  a  minute  or  docket 
of  every  such  lease  is  to  be  e^t^r^  and  preserved  by  the 
commissionQra  in  their  offibce  (/).. 

The  8th  section  provides,  that  not  only  the  onginal  deed  or 
other  docimient,  but  also  the  diydicatfi  thereof,  to  be  so 
transmitted,  or  a  copy  or  extiraet  of  such  duplicate,  attested  by 
the  o^BbQear  for  thei  time  l^ing  in  whose  custody  the  same  shall 
reipa^  (^4  vvhich  copi^9  the  officer  i^  required  to  grant  on 
payment  of  ^ Je^e  in  the  ^^.  mentioned,)  shall  be  admitted  in 
all  co^s  ^  eyiden^  of  the  right  and  title  of  the  lessees  and 
all  persons  cfaiming  undc^r  t^lQW* 

And  by  the  20th  sieqtiop  \t  is  enacted^  that  all  the  powers 
and  provifiQus  in  thf!  m^  Qpntaiiaed  shall  extend  to  the  lands, 
revenues,  and  other  pi?operty  «nd  snbjiects  of  the  Prince  and 
Steward  of  Scotland. 

Douhts  havii^  arisen  a4  tQ  th^  pQwers  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  treasury  |a  relation  to  the  recoveiy,  management, 
superintendence,  and  disposition  of  the  interests  of  the 
crown,  as  tUtimm  h^e9,  wd  in  cases  of  bastardy,  in 
Scotland,  it  was  enacted  (^),  that  all  powers  for  the  ascer- 
taining and  recovering,  and  for  the  management,  superin- 

(/)  Sect  7.  (5^)  5  &  6  W.  4.  c.  58.  s.  1. 
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tendence^  and  care^  of  all  rights  and  interests  of  the  crown^ 
in  Scotland^  as  ultimus  hares,  or  in  cases  of  bastardy^  or  by 
reason  of  any  forfeiture  whatsoever^  should  be  vested  in  the 
lord  high  treasurer^  or  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury^ 
or  any  three  or  more  of  them^  for  the  time  beings  in  the 
same  manner^  and  to  the  same  extent^  as  such  powers  were 
vested  in  the  lord  high  treasurer,  or  the  conmussioners  of 
the  treasury,  for  the  time  being,  prior  to  the  passing  of  any 
of  the  acts,  6  Geo.  4.  c.  17;  10  Geo.  4.  c.  BO;  2  W.  4.  c.  1; 
2  &  3  W.  4.  c.  112;  and  3  &  4  W.  4.  c.  69  (A). 

The  second  section  declares  that  all  the  former  acts  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  treasury  in  relation  to  such  rights  and 
interests  in  Scotland  shall  be  valid. 

By  the  third,  a  power  is  conferred  on  the  crown,  out  of 
the  possessions  and  land  revenues  of  the  crown  in  Scotland, 
to  grant  any  building  or  land  for  churches,  &c.,  similar  to 
that  conferred  by  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  s.  45  (t) ;  such  grants  to 
be  carried  into  effect  by  charters  and  other  instruments, 
according  to  the  law  and  practice  of  Scotland,  and  not 
otherwise ;  and  a  minute  or  docket  of  every  such  grant  or 
warrant  is  to  be  entered  and  preserved  by  the  commissioners 
of  woods  and  forests,  &c.,  in  their  office  (k) ;  and  in  every 
report  to  be  made  by  them  to  the  crown  and  Parliament 
concerning  the  land  revenue  of  the  crown,  they  are  to 
certify  every  grant  made  by  virtue  of  the  act  since  their  last 
preceding  report,  and  to  whom  and  for  what  purpose  the 
same  shall  have  been  made,  and  what  land  shall  be  comprised 
therein,  and  all  other  particulars  relating  thereto  (/). 

3.  With  reference  to  hereditaments  within  the  ordering 
and  survey  of  the  chancellor  and  council  of  the  duchy  of 
Lancaster. 

Hereditaments   belonging  to  the  crown  in  right  of  the 

(A)  All  these  acts  are  noticed  sup.,  Lancaster  on  forfeiture,  &c. 

except  6  Geo.  4.  c.  17,  which  is  re-  (t)  See  ante,  p.  203. 

ferred  to  post,  p.  223,  relating  to  the  (k)  Sect  4.                       ^ 

disposition  of  leasehold  premises  taken  (/)  Sect  5. 
by  the  crown  in  right  of  the  duchy  of 
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duchy  of  Lancaster,  though  excepted  from  10  Oeo.  4.  c.  60  {m), 
and  unaffected  by  2  W.  4.  c.  1,  and  the  other  acts  noticed  in 
the  preceding  divisions,  are  still  subject,  as  to  their  demisable 
properties,  to  various  statutory  restrictions.  The  act  of  Queen 
Anne  (n)  yet  affects  them  partially.  By  the  fifth  section  it 
was  enacted,  that  all  and  every  lease  or  other  assurance  by 
her  Majesty,  her  heirs  or  successors,  under  the  seal  of  the 
duchy  and  county  palatine  of  Lancaster,  of  any  manors, 
messuages,  lands,  tenements,  rents,  tithes,  woods,  or  other 
hereditaments,  (advowsons  of  churches  and  vicarages  only 
excepted,)  belonging  or  to  belong  to,  or  in  trust  for,  her 
Majesty,  her  heirs  or  successors,  in  possession,  reversion, 
remainder,  use,  or  expectancy,  in  right  of  the  duchy  or 
county  palatine  of  Lancaster,  should  be  void  (o),  unless  the 
same  should  be  for  some  term  not  exceeding  one-and-thirty 
years  or  three  lives,  or  for  some  term  of  years  determinable 
upon  one,  two,  or  three  lives ;  and  unless  such  lease  or  assur- 
ance respectively  should  be  made  to  commence  from  the  date 
or  making  thereof;  and  if  such  lease  or  assurance  should  be 
made  to  take  effect  in  reversion  or  expectancy,  that  then 
the  same  together  with  the  estate  or  estates  in  possession  in 
the  premises  should  not  exceed  three  lives,  or  the  term  of 
thirty-one  years  in  the  whole;  and  unless  such  lease  or 
assurance  should  be  so  made  that  the  tenant  should  be  liable 
to  punishment  for  waste ;  and  unless  there  should  be  reserved 
the  ancient  or  most  usual  rent,  or  more,  or  such  rent  as  had 
been  reserved,  yielded,  and  paid,  for  the  premises  therein 
contained,  for  the  greater  part  of  twenty  years  before  the 
making  thereof;  and  where  no  such  rent  should  have  been 
reserved  or  payable,  that  then  upon  every  such  lease  or 
assurance  there  should  be  reserved  a  reasonable  rent,  not 
being  under  the  third  part  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  the 
premises  comprised  in  such  lease;  and  unless  such  respective 
rents  should  be  made  payable  to  her  Majesty,  her  heirs  or 

(m)  Sect  130.  facias,  or  other  procee^g,  to  deter- 

(i»)  1  Anne,  stat  I.  c.  7.  a.  5.  lAine  or  make  Toid  the  aame.    Sect  7. 

(o)  Without  any  inqnisition,  scire 

VOL.  I.  P 
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successors^  who  should  make  such  lease^  and  to  her  or  their 
heirs  or  successors^  during  the  whole  term  or  time  of  the 
continuance  thereof. 

But  this  clause  has  undergone  considerable  modification, 
and  must  be  considered  as  applicable  to  such  leases  only  as 
are  not  provided  for  by  the  statutes  to  which  we  now  direct 
our  attention. 

By  the  statute  48  Greo.  S.  c.  73^  it  was  enacted  (p),  that 
where  any  land  or  ground  belongings  or  thereafter  to  belong, 
to  the  crown  {q)  within  the  ordering  and  survey  of  the  dxu^hy 
of  Lancaster,  should  be  deemed  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
duchy  of  Lancaster  for  the  time  being  fit  and  proper  for 
gardens,  yards,  curtilages,  and  other  appurtenances,  to  be 
used  and  enjoyed  with  any  house  or  houses  or  buildings 
erected  or  to  be  erected  upon  ground  belonging  either  to  the 
crown,  or  to  any  other  proprietors,  it  should  be  lawftd  for 
the  crown  to  demise  or  grant  such  land  or  ground  to  any 
person  or  persons,  or  to  any  bodies  politic  or  corporate, 
under  the  seal  of  the  duchy  and  county  palatine'  of  Lan- 
caster, for  any  term  or  estate  not  exceeding  ninety-nine 
years,  to  be  computed  from  the  date  or  making  of  any  such 
lease  or  grant  respectively;  or  if  any  such  lease  or  grant 
should  be  made  to  take  effect  in  reversion  or  expectancy, 
then  that  the  term  and  estate  thereby  to  be  granted,  together 
with  the  term  or  estate,  terms  or  estates,  in  possession,  of  and 
in  the  same  lands  and  ground,  should  not  exceed  ninety-nine 
years,  computed  from  the  date  or  making  thereof. 

But  it  was  provided  (r),  that  no  land  or  ground  for  garden, 
yard,  curtilage,  or  other  appurtenance,  to  be  used  and  enjoyed 
with  any  houses  or  buildings  holden  or  to  be  holden  under 
any  lease  from  the  crown,  should  be  demised  for  any  term  or 
estate  exceeding  in  duration  the  term  or  estate  for  which 
the  houses  or  buildings  to  which  such  land  or  ground  should 
be  so  attached  as  garden,  yard,  curtilage,  or  other  appur- 
tenance, should  be  holden. 

(p)48G«o.3.c.7a.8.1.    (7)Thewordiu««HiBiii»je8fyhUheinoraaeoeBflon.'' 

(r)  Sect.  2. 
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The  first  section  of  tliis  act  (48  Oteo.  3.  c.  73)  was  enlarged 
by  the  3rd  section  of  52  Geo.  3.  c.  161  («),  which,  after 
noticing  the  expediency  of  extending  it  to  ground  calculated 
to  afford  accommodation  or  convenience  to  the  inhabitants 
of  any  house  or  building,  although  the  same  ground  might 
not  be  demised  with,  or  attached  to,  any  such  house  or 
building,  or  let  as  a  garden,  yard,  or  curtilage  thereto,  enacted, 
that  where  any  land  belonging,  or  thereafter  to  belong,  to  the 
crown  within  the  ordering  or  survey  of  the  chancellor  and 
council  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster  should  be  deemed  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster  for  the  time  being 
proper  to  be  let  and  used  for,  or  appropriated  to,  any  purpose 
calculated  to  afford  convenience  or  accommodation  to  the 
occupiers  or  inhabitants  of  any  house  or  houses  erected  or  to 
be  erected  upon  ground  belonging  either  to  the  crown,  or  to 
any  other  proprietor  or  proprietors,  it  should  be  lawful  for 
the  crown  to  demise  such  land  to  any  person  or  persons,  or 
to  any  body  or  bodies  politic  or  corporate,  under  the  seal  of 
the  duchy  and  county  palatine  of  Lancaster,  for  any  term 
or  estate  not  exceeding  ninety-nine  years,  to  be  computed 
firom  the  date  or  making  thereof,  with  all  such  powers,  privi- 
leges, and  authorities,  as  might  be  thought  fit  and  requisite 
for  the  effecting  or  promoting  the  object  and  intent  of  such 
demise;  so  as  there  should  be  reserved  upon  every  such 
demise  such  annual  rent  or  rents  as  should  be  deemed  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster  for  the  time  being  a 
reasonable  consideration  for  every  such  demise,  and  without 
taking  any  fine  for  the  same. 

Another  section  of  the  act,  48  G«o.  3.  c.  73,  provided  {t), 
tiiat  where  any  new  edifice  or  building  should  be  erected,  or 
agreed  to  be  erected,  on  ground  belonging  to  the  crown,  or 
held  under  any  lease  from  the  crown,  for  the  enlargement  of, 
and  to  be  united  to,  and  occupied  with,  any  house  or  other 
building  held  under  any  other  lease  from  the  crown,  it 
should  be  lawful  to  grant  a  new  lease  for  any  term  not 

(f)  52  Geo.  3.  c.  161.  ».  3.  (t)  48  G«o.  3.  c.  73.  8.  20. 

p2 
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exceeding  ninety-mne  years^  aa  well  of  the  ground  on  which 
such  new  edifice  or  building  should  be  erected^  or  agreed  to 
be  erected^  as  of  all  or  any  part  of  any  other  tenements  or 
hereditaments  contained  in  such  leases;  provided  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  yearly  value  of  the  tenements  and  heredi- 
taments so  to  be  granted  should  consist  of  the  buildings 
thereon^  or  of  ground  set  apart  and  appropriated  for  building, 
or  for  necessary  gardens,  yards,  curtilages,  or  other  appur- 
tenances, as  in  the  act  is  mentioned.  It  is  observable  that 
52  Greo.  3.  c.  161,  does  not  contain  any  provision  corresponding 
with  this,  nor  any  words  which  can  tend  to  its  repeal. 

The  sixth  section  of  the  statute  of  Anne,  which  authorised 
leases  for  fifty  years,  or  three  Uves,  for  the  purpose  of  repaaring 
or  re-edifying  buildings,  was  in  effect  repealed  by  52  Gteo.  3. 
c.  161  (tt) ;  and  many  important  provisions  were  then  substi- 
tuted. By  this  statute,  enlarging  the  provisions  of  48  Geo.  3. 
c.  73,  it  was  enacted  {x),  that  when  any  land  belonging  to  the 
crown  within  the  ordering  and  survey  of  the  chancellor  and 
council  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  fit  for  the  erection  of 
houses  or  other  buildings  thereupon,  or  for  the  necessary 
yards,  curtilages,  and  other  appurtenances,  to  be  used  and 
enjoyed  therewith,  and  (y)  should  be  by  their  order  directed 
to  be  appropriated  to  that  use,  or  where  the  lessee  should 
agree  and  covenant  to  erect  buildings  thereon  of  greater 
yearly  value  than  the  land  to  be  leased;  or  where  the 
greatest  part  of  the  yearly  value  of  any  tenements  or  here- 
ditaments belonging  to  the  crown  should  at  the  time  of 
making  any  lease  thereof  consist  of  any  building  or  buildings 
thereupon ;  in  such  cases  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  crown 
to  demise  the  Iftnd  so  directed  to  be  set  apart,  or  the  tene- 
ments or  hereditaments  of  the  description  last  aforesaid,  to 
any  person,  or  to  any  body  poUtic  or  corporate,  under  the 
seal  or  seals  of  the  duchy  and  county  palatine  of  Lancaster, 
for  any  term  or  estate,  so  aa  such  term  or  estate  should  not 

(«)  52  Geo.  3.  c.  161.  of  the  word  and,  which  k   in    the 

(x)  Sect  1.  statute, 

(y)  The  sense  requires  the  omission 
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exceed  ninety-nine  years^  or  three  lives^  to  be  compnted  from 
the  date  or  making  of  any  snch  lease ;  or  if  any  such  lease 
should  be  made  to  take  efiPect  in  reversion  or  expectancy, 
then  that  the  term  and  estate  thereby  to  be  granted,  together 
with  the  term  or  estate,  terms  or  estates,  in  possession,  should 
not  exceed  ninety-nine  years,  or  three  lives,  computed  from 
the  date  or  making  thereof;  and  so  as  the  respective  rents 
thereinafter  specified  or  {z)  reserved  for  the  same,  that  is  to 
say,  where  there  should  happen  to  be  any  substantial  building 
or  buildings  upon  the  ground  to  be  demised,  or  t?iat  (a)  the 
building  or  buildings  thereupon  should  not  require,  or  not  be 
intended  and  agreed  to  be  rebuilt,  there  should  be  reserved 
to  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  an  annual  rent  or 
rents  not  being  less  than  two  third  parts  of  such  annual  sum 
as  should  be  deemed  by  the  chancellor  and  council  of  the 
duchy  a  reasonable  rent  or  consideration  for  such  building  or 
buildings  and  ground  respectively,  for  the  term  and  estate 
intended  to  be  granted,  and  so  as  there  should  be  paid  to  the 
use  of  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  a  fine  or  fines  to 
the  amount  of  the  remaining  part  of  such  annual  sum,  subject 
to  a  discount,  which  should  not  be  computed  at  a  higher  rate 
than  the  highest  legal  interest  at  the  time  of  making  any  such 
lease ;  and  that  when  there  should  happen  to  be  no  substan- 
tial building  upon  the  land  so  to  be  demised,  or  that  {b)  the 
building  or  buildings  thereupon  required    or    should    be 
intended  (c)  and  agreed  to  be  forthwith  rebuilt,  or  other  new 
btdldings  to  be  erected  (d)  upon  such  land,  then  there  should 
be  reserved  such  annual  rent  or  rents  as  should  be  deemed  by 
the  chancellor  and  council  of  the  duchy  to  be  a  reasonable 
rent  or  consideration  for  such  land  and  old  buildings  respect- 
ively, for  the  term  and  estate  intended  to  be  granted,  without 
taking  any  fine  for  the  same ;  and  so  as  in  every  lease  of  land 
and  buildings  of  the  description  therein  last  aforesaid  there 


(s)  So  in  the  siatatc:  q.  AofM  let  quire  ar  ehoyld  he  iniended  f 

(a)  So  in  the  itatnte:  q.  wheref  (<i)  So  in  the  statate:  q.  or  other 

(6)  So  in  the  itatate :  q.  wlunf  new  hwldinge  should  he  intended  and 

(c)  So  in  the  statote :  q.  ahmild  re-  cbgrud  to  he  ereckdf 
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should  be  contained  a  oovenant  or  condition  on  the  part  of 
the  lessee  for  the  erecting  of  proper  and  substantial  honses  or 
other  buildings  thereon  within  a  reasonable  time  to  be  in 
such  cases  limited  for  that  purpose^  and  snch  other  corenants 
for  keeping  bxuldings  in  repair^  and  doing  all  such  other 
acts^  as  the  chancellor  and  council  of  the  duchy  should  think 
reasonable ;  and  so  as  every  such  rent  should  be  reserved  to 
be  paid  jGree  of  all  taxes  and  assessments  whatsoever^  for  the 
whole  of  the  term  to  be  granted^  except  such  rent^  or  such 
part  thereof^  during  such  part  of  such  term^  as  the  chancellor 
and  council  of  the  duchy  should  think  fit  to  be  allowed^  not 
exceeding  in  any  case  the  term  of  three  years^  and  so  as  eveiy 
such  lessee  should  duly  sign^  seal^  and  deliver^  a  counterpart 
of  his  lease;  and  that  every  such  lease  should  be  good^  any 
thing  contained  in  the  act  of  Queen  Anne  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Timber  on  lands  proposed  to  be  demised  may  be  made  the 
subject  of  treaty.  The  act  of  19  Geo.  3.  c.  45  {e),  after 
reciting  that  divers  lands  and  tenements  parcel  of  the  duchy 
were  held  for  terms  of  life  or  years^  wherein  all  timber  and 
other  trees  were  excepted  and  reserved  to  the  crown ;  and 
that  parts  of  the  lands  so  held  would^  if  planted  for  the  pro- 
duction of  wood  and  timber^  produce  a  greater  profit  than  in 
a  course  of  husbandry;  and  that  if  the  lessees  were  to  be 
benefited  by  raising  and  planting  trees  for  timber  and  other 
purposes  thereon^  they  might  be  encouraged  so  to  do^  to 
the  great  utility  of  the  public ;  enacted,  that  it  should  be 
lawful  for  the  chancellor  and  council  of  the  duchy,  by  their 
order,  to  be  made  in  court  of  revenue^  to  authorise  the  sur- 
veyors of  the  woods  for  the  south  and  north  parts  respect- 
ively of  the  duchy  for  the  time  being  to  treat  with  such 
lessees  for  securing  to  them,  their  executors,  administrators, 
and  assign^,  such  a  fair  allowance  of  all  moneys  which  should 
at  any  time  during  the  term  arise  by  sale  of  timber  or  other 
trees,  or  wood,  within  the  lands  so  held,  as  should  be  agreefl 
upon  between  the  surveyors  and  the  lessees;   and  also  for 

(e)  19  Geo.  3.  c.  45.  ss.  14.  15. 
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aUowing  tinto  such  lessees^  at  the  end  of  their  respective 
leases,  a  like  fair  allowance  in  money  for  all  timber  and  other 
trees  which  should  be  then  left  growing  upon  their  respective 
farms,  according  to  the  value  of  such  timber  and  other  trees ; 
and  it  was  declared  that  such  agreement,  being  confirmed  by 
order  of  the  said  chancellor  and  council,  should  be  effectual 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever. 

There  may  be  some  doubt  as  to  the  enrolment  of  leases  of 
lands  parcel  of  the  possessions  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster.  The 
first  mention  that  I  can  discover  of  anything  relative  to  the 
point  occurs  in  the  statute48  G^.  3.c.  73  (/),  which  provides  for 
nunc  pro  tunc  enrolments,  by  enacting  that  in  all  cases  where 
the  enrolment  of  any  lease  or  assignment,  or  minute  or  docket 
thereof,  before  the  auditor  of  the  land  revenue,  or  the  auditors 
of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  or  the  entry  of  any  lease  or  assign- 
ment, or  minute  or  docket  of  any  lease  or  assignment,  in  the 
office  of  the  surveyor  general  or  auditors  of  the  duchy,  had 
been  or  should  be  omitted  or  delayed  beyond  the  period 
limited  in  any  such  lease,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  duchy,  or  the  surveyor-general,  for  any  reason- 
able cause  to  them  or  either  of  them  shown  for  the  omission 
or  delay,  to  authorise  and  permit  the  making  of  any  such 
enrolment  or  entry  nunc  pro  tunc;  and  that  the  same  respec- 
tively when  made  under  such  authority  should  be  as  valid  as 
if  made  within  the  period  limited  for  that  purpose. 

The  next  act  of  parliament  (^),  which  extends  to  duchy 
lands,  provided  (A),  that  every  agreement  and  lease  thereby 
authorised,  together  with  a  map  or  plan  of  the  land  demised 
thereby,  should  be  enrolled  in  the  office  of  the  auditor  of  the 
land  revenue,  or  a  minute  or  docket  thereof  entered  and  pre- 
served in  the  office  of  the  commissioners  of  the  woods  and 
forests,  or  in  the  office  of  the  surveyor-general  of  the  woods 
and  forests  for  the  time  being. 

The  office  of  auditor  of  the  land  revenue  was  abolished  by 
an  act  of  Will.  4  (t),  under  whose  provisions  all  books  of  entry, 

(/)  48  Geo.  3.  c  73.  8.  9.  {h)  Sect  10. 

{g)  52  Geo.  8.  c.  161.  (i)  2  &  3  W.  4.  c.  1.  8.  13. 
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records^  deeds,  instruments,  writings,  maps,  plans,  and  other 
official  papers,  formerly  deposited  or  k^t  in  the  office  of  the 
auditor  of  the  land  revenue  were  transferred  to  '^  the  office  of 
land  reveilue  records  and  enrolments'';  and  it  was  enacted  {k), 
that  all  deeds  or  instruments  which,  in  case  the  act  had  not 
been  passed,  would  or  ought,  after  the  6th  of  January,  183S, 
under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  10  Geo.  .4.  c.  50,  or  any 
other  act,  or  in  pursuance  of  any  covenant  entered  into 
by  any  person  with  the  King,  or  the  commissioners  of  the 
woods  and  forests,  fee.,  to  have  been,  or  might  have  been, 
enrolled  in  the  office  of  any  auditor  o£  the  land  revenue  of 
the  crown  in  England,  or  in  the  principality  of  Wales,  or  in 
the  office  of  the  commissioners  for  auditing  public  accounts, 
should  be  enrolled  in  the  office  of  land  revenue  records  and 
enrolments. 

Thus  stand  the  acts  of  parliament,  whence  it  should  seem 
that  at  least  snch  duchy  leases  as  are  granted  under  the  pro- 
visions of  52  Qeo.  3.  c.  161,  should  be  enrolled  in  the  office  of 
land  revenue  records  and  enrolments  under  the  2  &  3  W.  4. 
c.  1.  On  inquiry,  however,  at  the  office  of  woods  and  forests, 
and  at  the  office  of  land  revenue  records  and  enrolments,  I  am 
informed  that  it  is  not  the  practice  to  enrol  in  the  latter  any 
leases  of  lands  parcel  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster. 

The  right  of  the  crown  to  demise  lands,  parcel  of  the 
duchy,  which  have  escheated,  or  been  forfeited,  or  purchased 
by,  or  to  the  use  of,  or  in  trust  for,  aliens  will  be  noticed 
hereafter  (/). 

Leases  made  by  the  King  of  lands  parcel  of  the  duchy  of 
Lancaster  are  not  voidable  by  reason  of  his  nonage.  They 
pass  from  his  person  as  King,  and  not  as  Duke.  The  latter 
title  merges  in  the  former,  it  being  impossible  for  the  same 
person  to  be  sovereign  and  subject  (i»). 

If  the  crown  grant  a  lease  of  duchy  lands  professedly  in 

(i)  Sect  21.  212.    4  Inst  209.    Aloock  v.  Cooke, 

(0  Poet,  p.  222.  5  Bing.  S40.  852;  S.  C.  2  Mo.  &  P^ 

(m)  Anon.  Dy.  209,  b.  pi.  (22)  ;  626.  Bro.  Ab.  tit  Praragatiye,  pL  132, 

S.  G.  Jenk.  Gent  224,  caee  84 ;  S.  G.  cont,  is  elearly  wrong. 

Doeby  of  Lancaster  Leasee,  Plowd. 
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p088e8ai(m,  without  reciting  one  then  in  existence  under  a  pre- 
vious grant  by  the  crown,  and  enrolled,  the  second  lease  will 
be  void;  for  when  the  King's  grant  cannot  take  effect  accord- 
ing to  its  terms,  the  court  concludes  that  he  has  been 
deceived,  and  the  grant  is  therefore  void :  but  this  doctrine 
is  applicable  only  to  cases  where  the  preceding  lease  has  been 
enrolled;  for  otherwise  the  subject  cannot  with  certainty 
know  of  its  existence.  And,  therefore,  if  an  individual  grants 
a  lease,  and  the  reversion  comes  to  the  king,  who  aftqprards 
grants  it  over,  without  reciting  the  prior  lease,  the  grant  is 
good(fi). 

At  a  very  early  period  the  court  of  Chancery  refused  an 
injunction  in  fiivour  of  a  party  who,  upon  untrue  snnmses, 
obtained  a  duchy  lease,  which  was  sought  to  be  set  aside  at 
law  by  the  grantee  of  the  reversion  from  the  crown  (o). 

Where  a  duchy  lease  contained  a  proviso  that  the  lease 
and  all  assignments  thereof  should  be  enrolled  within  three 
months  fiiom  the  date  with  the  auditor  of  the  duchy,  or 
otherwise  should  become  void,  a  memorandum  or  certificate 
on  the  margin  of  the  lease,  signed  by  the  auditor,  was  held 
to  be  proper  evidence  of  the  fact  of  enrolment  (p).  An 
underlease,  not  being  an  assignment,  would  not  in  such  case 
require  enrolment  {q). 

4.  With  reference  to  hereditaments  parcel  of  the  duchy  of 
Cornwall. 

The  eldest  son  of  the  crown,as  soon  as  bom,succeeds,  with- 
out a  specific  grant,  to  the  title  of  the  duke  of  Cornwall  (r),  and 
takes,  by  right  of  inheritance,  a  fee-simple  in  the  possessions 
attached  to  that  dignity  (#).    On  the  eldest  son's  death  with- 


(f»)  Alcoek  V,  Cooke,  np.  (r)  The  Prinoe's  case,  8  Co.  16,  b. 

(o)  Cttj,  45.  And  see  Hnngerford's  1  Bnlstr.  18S.    1  Bla.  Com.  224.   And 

eue^  1  Leon.  80.  see  Howe  «.  Brenton,  8  Bern.  &  Cres. 

(  p)  Kumenlej  v.  Qrpe,  1  Doai^.  56.  737. 756;  S.  0.  8  Ifan.  &  Ry.  138. 228. 

And  flee  Rowe  v.  Brenton,  8  Bem.  &  (s)  The  Prinee*fl  cmo,  8  Co.  27,  a., 

Cm.  787.  756  ;  S.  C.  8  Men.  &  Ry.  8rd  point    21Jae.l.o  29.    lOGeo.2. 

138.  228.  c.  29.  8. 9     33  Geo.  8.  e.  78. 

(9)  Kiunenlej  v,  Orpe,  sop. 
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out  issue,  the  title  and  estates,  by  virtue  of  a  charter  granted 
by  King  Edward  the  8rd(0>  and  confirmed  by  parlia- 
ment (tt),  devolve  on  the  King's  next  son  (or).  Lord  Coke's 
position  to  the  contrary  (y)  is  considered  unsound  {z).  But, 
on  the  death  of  the  eldest  son  leaving  issue,  the  dukedom 
and  inheritance,  it  seems,  revert  to  the  crown^  it  beiiig 
requisite  that  the  next  mm  of  tiie  erown  should  also  sustain 
the  relative  character  of  heir  apparent  to  the  throne  (a), 
whichji^annot  be  the  case  during  the  existence  of  issue  of  his 
late  elder  brother  (d).  Nor  can  the  eldest  son  of  the  eldest 
son  succeed,  because  he  is  not  the  King's  eldest  son(c). 
The  possessions  of  the  duchy  in  like  manner  vest  in  the 
crown  until  the  birth  of  a  son  (rf). 

Leases  granted  by  the  crown  when  invested  with  the  pos- 
sessions of  the  duchy  were  determinable  at  common  law  by 
an  after-bom  son  (e) ;  but  at  various  periods  this  obstacle  to 
a  secure  tenancy  has  been  removed  by  parliament  (/) ;  and 
an  act  passed  in  the  reign  of  the  late  King,  William  4th  (g), 
provided,  that  during  such  time  as  the  duchy  of  Cornwall 
should  remain  vested  in  his  Majesty,  it  should  be  lawful  for 
him  from  time  to  time,  by  warrant  under  his  sign  manual,  to 
be  countersigned  by  any  three  or  more  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  treasury,  to  authorise  such  of  the  regular  officers  of 
the  duchy  who  by  virtue  of  their  several  appointments  were 


(0  Ck>m.  Dig.  Roy,  (6). 

(«)  The  Prince's  cAse,  sup. 

(x)  Lomax  v.  Holmden,  1  Yes.  294. 
1  Bla.  Com.  224.  n.  (10)  by  Christian. 
ColUns's  proceedings  on  Baronies,  p. 
148. 

(y)  8  Co.  80,  a. 

(z)  See  authorities  in  note  (x),  sup. 

(a)  Tlie  Prince's  case,  8  Co.  26,  b., 
2nd  point. 

(()  Christian's  note  (10)  to  2  Bla. 
Com.  224.  Rot  ParL  12  Ed.  iT. 
Nal4. 

(e)  The  Prince's  case,  8  Co.  30,  a. 
This  will  account  for  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment in  1759,  82  Geo.  2.  c.  10,  ^^oh 
enabled  King  Greorge  the  2nd  to  demise 


the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  landsy  though 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  his  grandson, 
(afterwards  George  the  3rd,)  was  then 
of  age.  Frederick,  the  son  of  George 
tiie  2nd,  died  20th  March,  1750. 

(d)  Com.  Dig.  Roy,  (G). 

(e)  Ibid.  Atkins  v.  Monntigne,  1 
Ch.  Ca.  215. 

(/)  1  Car.  1.  c  2.  13  Car.  2.  st  2. 
c.  4.  22  Gar.  2.  c  7.  95  Car.  2.  c  8. 
12  &  13  W.  3.  c  13.  1  Anne,  st.  I. 
c.  7.  s.  8.  6  Anne,  c.  25.  12  Anne, 
c.  22.  24  Geo.  2.  e.  50.  33  Geo.  2. 
c.  10.  1  Geo.  3.  ell.  3  Geo.  4.  c  78. 
5  Geo.  4.  c  78. 

(g)  1  &  2  W.  4.  c.  5. 


Ch.  I.  A.  lY.]  WHO  LB880B8: — THE  CROWN,  AND  ITS  0TTICE&8.  219 

concerned  in  the  general  superintendence  of  the  revenues 
and  affairs  of  the  duchy,  being  not  more  than  ftve,  and  not 
less  than  three  in  number,  to  demise  or  lease,  in  his  Majesty's 
name,  and  on  his  Majesty's  behalf,  by  deed  under  the  hands 
and  scab  of  any  two  or  more  of  them,  all  and  every  the 
manors,  messuages,  &c.,  paroeh  of  the  possessions  of  the 
duchy,  or  annexed  to  the  same;  provided  that  the  lessees 
should  execute  a  counterpart  of  the  lease :  and  all  such  leases 
were  declared  to  be  good  and  effectual  against  the  King,  his 
heirs  and  successors,  and  against  aU  other  persons  that  should 
at  any  time  thereafter  have,  inherit,  or  enjoy,  the  duchy  by 
force  of  any  act  of  parliament,  or  by  other  limitations  irhat- 
soever.  And  it  was  provided  (h),  that  every  such  lease  in 
possession  should  be  made  for  three  lives,  or  fewer,  or  finr 
thirty-one  years,  or  under,  or  for  some  term  of  years  deter- 
minable upon  one,  two,  or  three  Uves,  and  not  above ;  and  if 
any  such  lease  should  be  made  in  reversion  or  expectancy, 
then  that  the  same,  together  with  the  estates  in  possession, 
should  not  exceed  three  Uves,  or  the  term  of  thirty»one  years, 
and  should  not  be  in  anywise  dispunishable  of  waste;  and  so 
as  there  should  be  reserved  the  ancient  or  most  usual  rent  or 
more,  or  such  rent  as  had  been  reserved,  yielded,  or  paid,  for 
such  of  the  premises  as  should  be  contained  therein,  for  the 
greater  part  of  twenty  years  next  before  the  making  of  the 
lease,  and  should  be  reserved  to  such  as  should  have  the  in- 
heritance or  other  estate  of  the  duchy :  and  where  no  such 
rent  had  been  reserved  or  payable,  that  then  upon  every  such 
lease  or  grant  there  should  be  reserved  a  reasonable  rent,  not 
being  under  the  twentieth  part  of  the  dear  yearly  value  of 
the  manors,  &c.,  contained  in  such  lease. 

It  was  also  enacted  (t),  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the 
officers  of  the  duchy  to  be  named  in  his  Majesty's  warrant, 
by  deed  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  any  two  or  more  of 
them,  to  demise  any  lands,  &c.,  parcel  of  the  duchy,  or 
annexed  to  the  same,  for  any  term  of  years  not  exceeding  the 

(h)  1  &  2  W.  4.  c.  S.  8, 1.  (0  1  &  2  W.  4.  c.  5.  8.  2. 
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term  of  mnety-nine  years^  expressly  for  the  purpose  of 
improying  the  same  by  erecting  substantial  buildings  thereon, 
or  for  the  purpose  of  improving  waste  lands  by  cultivation,  or 
otherwise;  provided  that  the  lessee  should  execute  a  counter- 
part of  such  lease;  and  that  upon  all  such  leases  improved 
annual  ground  rents  should  be  reserved  and  made  payable; 
and  that  in  all  such  cases  of  leases  for  terms  exceeding 
thirty-one  years,  or  exceeding  the  usual  term  determinable 
upon  three  Uves,  no  fines  or  other  consideration  should  be 
taken  further  or  other  than  the  improved  annual  ground  rents 
by  the  act  directed  to  be  reserved.  And  further  {k),  that  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  all  leases  to  be  made  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  should  be  previously  approved  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  treasury,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them. 
And(/)  that  all  covenants,  conditions,  reservations,  and 
agreements,  contained  in  every  such  lease  should  be  good 
and  effectual,  as  well  for  and  against  them  to  whom  the 
reversion  of  the  said  manors,  &c.,  should  come,  as  for  and 
against  them  to  whom  the  interest  of  such  leases  should  come 
respectively,  as  if  the  Sling  at  the  time  of  making  such 
covenants,  conditions,  reservations,  and  agreements,  had 
been  seized  of  an  absolute  estate  in  fee-simple  in  the  same 
manors,  &c. 

The  fifth  section  contains  a  general  saving  to  all  persons, 
bodies  poUtic  and  corporate,  their  heirs  and  successors, 
executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  (other  than  the  King, 
his  heirs  and  successors,  and  other  than  the  Duke  and  Dukes 
of  Cornwall  for  the  time  being,  and  his  and  their  heirs,  their 
lessees,  and  all  persons  that  should  thereafter  have,  inherit, 
and  enjoy,  the  said  duchy  of  Cornwall  by  force  of  any  act  of 
parliament,  or  other  limitation  whatsoever,)  of  all  such  rights, 
titles,  estates,  &c.,  as  they  had  or  ought  to  have  had  before 
the  making  of  the  act,  in  as  ample  a  manner  as  if  the  act  had 
not  been  made. 

This  act  was  in  the  present  reign  {m)  revived  and  continued 

(k)  Seet  3.  (Q  Seet.  4.  (m)  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  101. 
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for  the  time  during  which  the  duchy  shotdd  remain  rested  in 
her  Majesty;  and  on  its  provisions  depends  the  stability  of 
duchy  leases  granted  by  the  late  King  or  present  Queen. 

The  powers  of  leasing  enjoyed  by  the  present  Duke  of 
Cornwall  (whom  God  long  preserve  in  health  and  happiness!) 
will  bethe  subject  of  future  discussion. 

The  enrolment  of  a  lease  of  lands  parcel  of  the  duchy  of 
Cornwall  is  primary  evidence  of  such  lease^  whether  it  be 
granted  by  a  Duke  of  Cornwall^  or  by  the  crown  when  there 
is  no  duke  (n). 

5.  With  reference  to  hereditaments  purchased  by^  or 
descended^  or  devised  to^  the  crown. 

Lands  purchased  by  the  crown  out  of  the  privy  purse^  or 
moneys  not  appropriated  to  any  particular  service,  are  not 
subject  to  the  operation  of  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50,  and  2  W.  4.  c.  1. 
The  doubts  formerly  entertained  whether  purchases  of  this 
description  did  not  fall  within  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the 
acts  of  1  Anne,  st.  1.  c.  7,  1  Geo.  3.  c.  1,  and  34  Geo.  3. 
c.  75,  were  removed  by  an  act  passed  in  the  reign  of  George 
the  3rd  (o),  by  which  it  was  declared  that  none  of  the  provi- 
sions and  restrictions  of  those  acts  should  extend  to  the 
purchases  in  question  {p).  And  {q)  that  it  should  be  lawful 
for  the  King,  his  heirs  and  successors,  by  any  instrument 
under  the  royal  sign  manual,  attested  by  two  or  more  wit- 
nesses, to  grant  estates  so  purchased,  whether  of  freehold, 
copyhold,  customary,  or  leasehold  tenure,  and  whether  con- 
veyed or  assured  to,  or  otherwise  vested  in,  his  Majesty,  his 
heirs  or  successors,  or  to  or  in  any  person  or  persons  in  trust 
fbr  him,  his  heirs  or  successors,  to  any  person  or  persons,  for 
any  estate  or  estates,  or  for  any  intents  or  purposes,  as  any 
of  his  subjects  might  grant  their  estates :  and  his  trustees 
were  directed  to  convey  the  same  as  he  should  direct. 

Lands  which  devolve  on  the  crown  by  the  gift  or  devise  of, 

(»)  Howe  V.  Branton,  8  Barn.  &  (o)  39  &  40  Geo.  3.  c  88. 

Ores.  797.  755  ;  S.  C.  3  Man.  &  Ry.  (  p)  Sect  1. 

133.  218.  Iq)  Sect.  4. 
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or  by  descent^  or  otherwise^  from^  any  ancestors^  or  any  other 
person  or  persons^  not  being  Kings  or  Queens  of  this  reahn^ 
are  in  like  manner  capable  of  free  alienation^  as  if  the  same 
belong  to  private  individuals  (r). 

But  as  the  act  last  referred  to  did  not  extend  to  estates  to 
which  the  King  was  entitled  at  the  time  of  his  accession  to 
the  crown^  an  act  passed  in  the  reign  of  George  the  4th  («) 
provided,  that  all  the  powers  given  to  the  King,  his  heirs  and 
successors,  by  S9  &  40  Gteo.  3.  c.  88,  over  the  manors,  mes- 
suages, &c.,  purchased  or  to  be  purchased  by  him  or  them, 
or  coming  to  him  or  them  in  manner  in  that  act  mentioned, 
should  be  extended  to  all  manors,  and  messuages,  &c., 
whether  of  freehold,  or  copyhold,  or  customary,  or  leasehold 
tenure,  whereof  his  Majesty,  or  any  person  or  persons  in 
trust  for  him,  at  the  time  of  his  accession,  or  whereof  his 
heirs  or  successors,  or  any  person  or  persons  in  trust  for 
them,  at  the  time  of  their  respective  accessions,  was,  were,  or 
should  be,  seised  and  possessed,  and  which  before  such  acces- 
sion he  or  they  respectively  might  have  legally  granted,  sold, 
given,  or  delivered. 

6.  With  reference  to  hereditaments  forfeited,  or  escheated 
to  the  crown,  or  taken  by  the  crown  by  reason  of  their 
having  been  purchased  by,  or  to  the  use  of,  or  in  trust  for 
an  alien. 

Lands  taken  by  the  crown  by  way  of  escheat  or  forfeiture 
are  exempt  from  the  operation  of  the  acts  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50, 
and  2  W.  4.  c.  1.  By  the  act  of  Queen  Aime(/)  also  it  was 
declared  that  nothing  therein  contained  should  disable  her 
Majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors,  to  make  any  grant  or 
restitution  of  any  estate  or  estates  thereafter  to  be  forfeited 
for  any  treason  or  felony  whatsoever,  or  to  disable  her 
Majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors,  to  grant,  demise,  or  assign, 
any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  which  should  be 
seized  or  taken  into  her  or  their  hands  upon  any  outlawry,  at 

(r)  Seeia.  1  and  4.         («)  4  Geo.  4.  e.  18.         (0  1  Anne,  at  1.  c.  7. 0.  8. 
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the  suit  of  her  or  their  subjects,  as  had  been  usual,  or  any 
estate  whatsoeyer  which  was  or  should  be  seized,  extended,  or 
taken  into  execution,  for  any  debt  owing  or  to  be  due  to  the 
crown,  as  she  or  they  should  think  fit. 

The  provisions  of  this  act  were  extended  by  the  89  &  40 
Greo.  3  (tf) .  After  reciting  that  divers  lands,  &c.,  had  become, 
and  might  become,  vested  in  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, by  escheat  or  otherwise,  in  right  of  the  crown,  which, 
in  the  hands  of  subjects,  would  be  chargeable  with  trusts,  or 
applicable  to  certain  purposes,  and  that  his  Majesty,  his  heirs 
or  successors,  might  be  desirous  that  the  same  should  be 
applied  accordingly,  notwithstanding  any  right  to  hold  the 
same  discharged  thereof,  but  that  by  reason  of  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  Anne,  and  the  act  of  34  Oteo.  3  (^),  doubts  might 
be  raised  whether  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors,  could 
direct  such  application  thereof;  and  also  after  reciting  that 
divers  lands,  &c.,  as  well  freehold  as  copyhold,  had  escheated, 
and  might  escheat,  to  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors,  for 
want  of  heirs  of  the  persons  last  seised  thereof,  or  entitled 
thereto,  or  by  reason  of  some  forfeiture,  or  otherwise,  although 
not  forfeited  for  treason  or  felony ;  and  that  it  was  expedient 
to  enable  his  Majesty  to  direct  the  execution  of  any  such 
trusts  or  purposes,  and  to  make  any  grants  of  any  such  lands, 
&c.,  it  was  enacted  (y),  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  his 
Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  by  warrant  under  the  sign 
manual,  to  direct  the  execution  of  such  trusts,  and  to  make 
any  grants  of  such  escheated  lands  to  any  person  or  persons, 
either  for  restoring  the  same  to  any  of  the  family  of  the 
person  or  persons  whose  estates  the  same  had  been,  or  of 
rewarding  any  per8o^  or  persons  maldng  discovery  of  any  such 
escheat. 

A  question  having  arisen  whether  the  powers  given  by  this 
act  extended  to  hereditaments  which  had  or  might  come  to 
the  crown  in  right  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  or  by  reason 
that  the  same  had  been  purchased  by,  or  for  the  use  of,  any 

(«)  39  &  40  Geo.  5.  c.  88.  a.  12.  (x)  34  G«o.  8.  e.  75. 

(y)  39  &  40  Geo.  3.  c.  88.  s.  12. 
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alien  or  aliens^  it  was  enacted  {z),  that  in  all  cases  in  which 
his  Majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors,  had,  or  should,  in  right 
of  his  crown,  or  of  his  duchy  of  Lancaster,  become  entitled 
to  any  freehold  or  copyhold  manors,  messuages,  &c.,  either 
by  escheat  for  want  of  heirs,  or  by  reason  of  any  forfeiture, 
or  by  reason  that  the  same  had  been  purchased  by,  or  for 
the  use  of,  or  in  trust  for,  any  alien  or  aliens,  it  should  be 
lawful  for  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  by  warrant 
under  the  sign  manual,  or  under  the  seal  of  the  duchy  or 
county  palatine  of  Lancaster,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
title  to  such  manors,  messuages,  &c.,  respectively,  to  direct 
the  execution  of  any  trusts,  and  to  make  grants  of  such 
manors,  messuages,  &c.,  to  any  person  or  persons,  for  the 
purpose  of  restoring  the  same  to  any  of  the  family  of  the 
person  or  persons  whose  estates  the  same  had  been,  or  of 
rewarding  any  person  or  persons  making  discovery  of  any 
such  escheat,  or  of  his  Majesty's  right  and  title  thereto. 

The  statute  6  Gteo,  4  (a)  extended  the  provisions  of  these 
acts  to  leasehold  premises  vested  in  the  crown  by  reason  of 
any  forfeiture,  or  by  reason  of  their  having  been  purchased 
by,  or  for  the  use  of,  or  in  trust  for,  an  alien. 

And  the  act  of  parliament  (6)  which,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  present  reign,  transferred  several  of  the  hereditary 
rates,  duties,  payments,  and  revenues  of  the  crown  to  the 
consolidated  fund,  expressly  reserved  (c)  to  the  Queen  her 
right  of  disposing  of  or  leasing  any  freehold  or  copyhold  pro- 
perty to  which  her  Majesty,  or  any  of  her  royal  predecessors, 
had  or  should  become  entitled  either  by  escheat,  forfeiture, 
or  by  reason  that  the  same  had  been  or  should  be  purchased 
by,  or  for  the  use  of,  or  in  trust  for,  any  alien,  subject  never- 
theless to  all  such  restrictions  and  regulations  as  were  in 
force  by  virtue  of  any  act  in  relation  thereto  at  the  time  of 
the  decease  of  King  William  the  4th. 

With  regard  to  lands   in  Lreland,  it  was  enacted  by 

(z)  A1  Geo.  3.  sees.  2.  e.  24,  and  59  (6)  1  &  2  Viet  c.  2. 

Geo.  3.  c.  94.  (c)  Sect  12. 

(a)  6  Geo.  4.  c.  17.  s.  1. 
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10  Geo.  4  {d),  that  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors, 
should  have  and  enjoy  the  same  powers  with  respect  to  any 
manors,  messuages,  &c.,  in  Ireland,  whether  freehold  or 
leasehold,  which  had  since  the  passing  of  the  act  of  7  &  8  Greo.  4. 
c.  68  (e),  or  within  two  years  prior  thereto,  or  thereafter 
should,  become  vested  in  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors, 
by  escheat,  or  forfeiture,  or  by  reason  of  their  haying  been 
purchased  by,  or  for  the  use  of,  or  in  trust  for,  any  alien  or 
aliens,  as  by  the  acts  of  39  &  40  Geo.  3.  c.  88,  47  Geo.  3. 
c.  24,  59  Geo.  3.  c.  94,  and  6  Geo.  4.  c.  17,  were  given  with 
respect  to  manors,  messuages,  &c.,  in  England. 

It  was  provided,  however,  by  10  Geo.  4  (/),  that  the  provi- 
sions therein  contained  should  not  extend  to  any  estates  or 
possessions  in  Ireland  which  might  be  seized  into  the  hands 
of  the  crown  on  writs  of  outlawry  or  other  process  between 
subject  and  subject,  nor  to  any  rents  usually  called  custodiam 
rents  reserved  on  leases  granted  under  the  Exchequer  seal  of 
such  estates  or  possessions,  nor  to  the  prse  fines  or  post 
fines,  x)r  other  fines,  or  moneys  payable  on  writs  of  entry, 
and  writs  of  covenant,  or  on  levying  fines,  or  suffering  com- 
mon recoveries,  in  Ireland  (^),  nor  to  the  lighthouse  duties 
payable  in  Ireland. 

And  the  statute,  after  reciting  that  it  might  be  thereafter 
thought  advisable  to  make  some  alterations  with  respect  to 
the  said  custodiam  rents,  prse  and  post  fines,  and  other  fines, 
in  Ireland,  and  that  it  was  desirable,  that,  in  the  meantime, 
no  gift,  grant,  or  alienation  thereof  should  be  made,  by  which 
such  alteration  might  be  impeded  or  prevented,  declared  (A), 
that  no  gift,  grant,  alienation,  lease,  or  other  assurances 
whatsoever,  should  at  any  time  thereafter  be  made  by  the 
ELing,  his  heirs  or  successors,  of  the  said  custodiam  rents,  or 
of  the  said  prse  and  post  fines,  or  other  fines,  or  moneys,  or 


(eO  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  s.  127.  poses  relatiiig  thereto." 
•    («)  7  &  8  Geo.  4.  c.  68,  entitled  «Aii  (/)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  s.  133. 

Act  for  the  management  and  improye-  (g)  Fines  and  recoveries  in  Ireland 

ment  of   the  land    revenues  of   the  were  abolished  by  4  &  5  W.  4.  e.  92. 
Crown  in  Ireland,  and  for  other  pur-  (h)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  s.  134. 

VOL.  I.  Q 
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of  any  of  them,  but  that  all  such  gifts,  grants,  alienations, 
leases,  or  other  assurances,  should  be  ipso  facto  void,  without 
any  scire  facias,  inquisition,  or  other  proceeding,  to  deter- 
mine or  make  void  the  8ame(i). 

But  great  alteration  was  made  with  regard  to  escheated  or 
forfeited  trust  estates  by  4  &  5  W.  4.  c.  23,  which  provides  (*), 
that  no  land  (/)  vested  in  any  person  upon  any  trust,  or  by 
way  of  mortgage,  shall  escheat  or  be  forfeited  to  the  crown,  or 
other  person,  by  reason  of  the  attainder  or  conviction  for  any 
otFence  of  such  trustee  or  mortgagee,  but  shall  remain  in 
such  trustee  or  mortgagee,  or  survive  to  his  co-trustee,  or 
descend  or  vest  in  his  representative,  as  if  no  such  attainder 
or  conviction  had  taken  place.  And,  after  reciting  the  expe- 
diency of  relieving  persons  beneficially  entitled  to  property 
already  so  escheated  or  forfeited,  it  is  enacted  (m),  that 
where  before  the  passing  of  the  act  any  person  possessed  of 
land  as  a  trustee  shall  have  died  without  an  heir,  or  been 
convicted  of  an  oflFence  whereby  it  has  escheated  or  been 
forfeited,  or  become  subject  to  escheat  or  forfeiture,  the  land 
shall  be  subject  to  the  order,  control,  and  disposition  of  the 
court  of  Chancery,  for  the  use  of  the  party  beneficially  inte- 
rested, in  such  manner,  under  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of 
11  Gteo.  4.,  &  1  W.  4.  c.  60  [n)y  as  if  such  person  so  dead 
without  heir,  or  so  convicted,  were  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of, 
or  not  amenable  to,  the  process  of  the  court,  without  having 
been  so  convicted  :  Provided  that  the  act  should  not  extend 
to  any  land  then  vested  in  any  person  by  virtue  of  any  grant 
made  subsequently  to  the  time  when  such  escheat  or  forfeiture 
first  occurred,  or  to  any  land  which  more  than  twenty  years 
prior  to  the  passing  of  the  act  had  been  actually  vested  in 


(t)  See   4   &  S  W.  4.  c.  92,  sup.,  (m)  Sect.  6. 

p.  225.  n.  (jg).  (n)  Entitled  **  An  Act  for  amending 

(Jb)  4  &  5  W.  4.  c.  23.  8.  3.  the  laws  respecting  conveyances  and 

(Q  Extending  to  any  manor,  mes-  transfers  of  estates  and  funds  vested 

suagc,  tenement,  hereditament,  or  real  in  trustees  and  mortgagees  ;  and  for 

property,  whether  freehold,  customary-  enabling  courts  of  equity  to  g^ve  effect 

hold,  copyhold,  or  of  any  tenure  what-  to  their  decrees  aud  ordera  in  certain 

ever.     Sect.  1.  casos.*' 
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possession  or  reduced  into  possession  by  the  party  entitled 
thereto  by  virtue  of  any  such  escheat  or  forfeiture. 

At  a  very  early  period  it  was  customary  for  the  crown  to 
grant  leases  of  lands  escheated  and  seised  into  its  hands 
under  inquests  of  office  to  the  party  whose  lands  were  seized, 
or  other  person  daiming  against  the  seizure  {o) ;  and  the 
statute  36  Ed.  S  (jp)  seems  to  have  established  the  right  of 
such  claimant  to  a  lease  in  preference  to  all  others.  '^  If 
there  be  any  man/^  says  the  act,  ^'that  will  make  claim  or 
challenge  to  the  lands  so  seized,  that  the  escheator  send 
the  inquest  into  the  Chancery  within, the  month  after  the 
lands  so  seized,  and  that  a  writ  be  delivered  to  him  to  certify 
the  cause  of  his  seisin  into  the  Chancery,  and  there  he  shall 
be  heard  without  delay  to  traverse  the  office,  or  otherwise  to 
show  his  right,  and  from  thence  sent  before  the  king  to 
make  a  final  discussion,  without  attending  other  command- 
ments. And  in  case  that  any  come  before  the  chancellor, 
and  show  his  right,  by  any  showing  by  good  evidences  of 
his  ancient  right  and  good  title,  the  chancellor,  by  his  good 
discretion  and  advice  of  counsel,  (if  it  seem  expedient  to  him 
to  have  counsel,)  shall  let  and  demise  the  lands  so  in  debate 
to  the  tenant,  yielding  thereof  to  the  King  the  value,  if  it 
pertain  to  the  King,  in  the  manner  as  he  and  other  chan- 
ceUors  before  him  have  done  in  times  past  of  their  good  dis- 
cretion, so  that  he  find  surety  that  he  shall  do  no  waste  nor 
destruction  till  it  be  judged.^' 

This  statute,  however,  did  not  preclude  the  King  from 
granting  such  lands  to  strangers  before  the  return  of  the 
inquisition,  and  before  the  party  forfeiting  could  make  his 
claim  (9).  To  prevent,  therefore,  this  oppressive  encroach- 
ment on  the  rights  of  the  subject,  the  legislature  again 
interfered,  and  provided  (r),  ''that  no  lands  nor  tenements 
seized  into  the  hand  of  the  King  upon  such  inquest  taken 
before  the  escheators  or  commissioners  should  be  let  or 

(0)  Stanf.  Prerog.  67,  b.  (r)  8  Hen.  6.  c  16.    And  see  18 

(p)  36  Ed.  3.  Stat  1.  e.  13.  Hen.  6.  c.  7. 

(q)  Stfiof.  Prerog.  68,b.  12  East,  1 14. 

q2 
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granted  to  ferm  by  the  chancellor^  or  treasurer  of  England^ 
or  any  other  the  King's  officer^  nntil  the  same  inquests  and 
verdicts  should  be  fully  returned  in  the  Chancery  or  in  the  Ex- 
chequer; but  that  all  such  lands  and  tenements  should  remain 
in  the  hands  of  the  K^ing  until  the  said  inquests  and  verdicts 
should  be  returned^  and  by  a  month  after  the  same  return^ 
unless  he  or  they  who  should  feel  them  grieved  by  the  same 
inquests  or  putting  out  of  their  lands  or  tenements  should 
come  into  the  Chancery  {s),  and  proffer  themselves  to  traverse 
the  said  inquests^  and  then  offer  to  take  the  same  lands  or 
tenements  to  ferm ;  and  if  they  should  do  so^  that  then  the 
same  lands  or  tenements  should  be  committed  to  them^  if 
they  should  show  good  evidence  proving  their  traverse  to  be 
true  after  the  form  of  86  Edw.  3 ;  to  hold  until  the  issue 
taken  upon  the  same  traverse  should  be  found  and  discussed 
for  the  King,  or  for  the  party^  finding  suflBdent  surety  to  pur- 
sue the  said  traverse  with  effect^  and  to  render  and  pay  to  the 
King  the  yearly  value  of  the  lands  whereof  the  traverse  should 
be  so  taken^  if  it  should  be  discussed  for  the  Eling.  And  that 
if  any  letters  patents  of  any  of  the  lands  or  tenements  should 
be  made  to  the  contrary  to  any  other  person^  or  let  to  ferm 
within  the  said  months  after  the  said  month  of  return  they 
should  be  holden  for  none.'' 

Ten  years  afterwards^  another  act(^  was  passed,  which, 
after  reciting  that  last  noticed,  and  stating,  ''the  which  good 
statute  and  ordinance  divers  persons  devising  to  subvert,  and 
by  their  subtilty  to  serve  as  for  no  purpose,  have  sued  to 
obtain  such  gifts  and  grants  and  ferms  by  the  Sling's  letters 
patents  before  any  inquisition  or  title  found  for  the  Eling  of 
the  same,  pretending  such  gifts  and  grants  not  comprised  nor 
remedied  by  the  said  statute,  notwithstanding  that  it  is  in 
like  mischief  of  the  said  statute,"  provided,  that  no  letters 
patents  should  be  made  to  any  person  or  persons  of  any  lands 
or  tenements  before  inquisition  of  the  King's  title  in  the  same 

($)  This  was  because  when  an  office      Rep.  52,  a.    12  East,  111. 
was  necessary  to  entitle  the  King^  the  (t)  18  Hen.  6.  e.  6.    And  see  23 

commission  issaed  oat  of  Chancery,  5      Hen.  6.  c.  17.    2  Dy.  145,  b.  pi.  (66). 
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sliould  be  found  in  tlie  Chancery  or  in  his  Exchequer  returned, 
if  the  King's  title  in  the  same  should  not  be  found  of  record, 
nor  within  the  month  after  the  same  return,  if  it  should  not 
be  to  him  or  them  which  should  tender  their  traverses  j  and 
that  if  any  letters  patents  should  be  made  to  the  contrary, 
they  should  be  void  and  holden  for  none. 

Notwithstanding  the  statute  of  8  Hen.  6.  c.  16,  it  appears 
that ''  divers  escheators  and  commissioners  {u)  which  had  taken 
such  inquests  after  the  death  of  the  Sling's  subjects,  of  their 
covin,  to  the  intent  to  put  them  that  had  cause  of  traverse  to 
the  verdicts  of  the  said  inquests  from  the  ferm  of  the  premises, 
would  in  the  time  of  vacation  put  into  the  Chancery  or  into 
the  Exchequer  their  said  offices  by  them  taken,  because  the 
month  should  pass  before  the  beginning  of  the  term  next 
ensuing,  by  reason  whereof  they  that  should  of  right  have 
had  the  ferm  upon  their  traverse,  according  to  the  true 
intent  of  the  said  statute,  were  put  from  the  same  ferms 
contrary  to  right  and  good  conscience :''  it  was  therefore 
enacted  (^),  that  from  thenceforth,  after  such  office  found 
afore  any  escheator  or  commissioner,  and  put  into  Chancery 
or  the  Exchequer,  if  any  person  or  persons  which  would 
tender  a  traverse  to  the  same  office,  and  desire  to  have  the 
lands  contained  in  the  same  office  to  ferm,  and  find  surety, 
and  show  evidence  to  the  chancellor  of  England  for  the  time 
being  according  to  the  statute  of  8  Hen.  6,  should  come  into 
the  Chancery  within  three  months  next  after  the  same  office 
so  put  into  the  Chancery  or  Exchequer,  that  he  should  be 
then  by  the  said  chancellor  thereto  admitted,  and  that  all 
other  patents  or  grants  thereafter  to  be  made  thereof  within 
the  said  three  months  ended  should  be  void. 

The  object  of  the  legislature,  therefore,  plainly  was,  in  all 
cases  in  which  the  King's  title  did  not  appear  upou  record  to 
open  the  possession  to  whoever  could  claim  against  the  King 
till  the  final  dedsion  of  the  right;  and  that  any  grant  to 
obstruct  him  should  be  void  (y). 

(u)  1  Hen.  8.  c,  10.  s.  2.  (y)  Doe  dem.  Hayne  v.  IWfem,  12 

(X)  Sect.  3.  EMt,lll.  112. 
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The  lease  made  to  the  traverser  was  not  of  any  certain 
duration ;  bnt,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  statute^  donee 
disctigsum  fnerit.  And,  therefore,  where  the  traverse  was 
found  against  him  that  tendered  it,  the  lease  became  void 
without  further  process  [z). 

With  respect  to  the  security  required  on  the  traverse  of  an 
inquisition  (a),  it  was  the  usual  course  of  the  court  to  take  it 
to  the  value  of  two  years'  profits  of  the  land,  because  it  was 
supposed  that  in  that  time  the  right  of  the  crown  and  party 
would  be  determined  (A). 

As  it  frequently  happened  that  tenants  for  years  in  pos- 
session of  lands  seized  under  inquisitions  of  office  were 
deprived  of  their  terms  in  consequence  of  their  interests  not 
being  found  in  the  inquisitions,  and  as  they  had  no  means  at 
common  law  of  recovering  their  interests  during  the  King's 
possession,  either  by  way  of  traverse,  mmstrans  de  droit,  or 
otherwise,  on  account  of  their  being  a  chattel,  and  not  a  free- 
hold, it  was  enacted  (c),  that  where  any  such  office  or  inqui- 
sition should  be  found,  omitting  snch  interests,  the  tenant 
for  term  of  years  should  enjoy  his  term  in  such  manner  as  he 
could  have  done  in  case  there  had  been  no  such  office  or 
inquisition  found,  and  as  he  lawfully  would  have  done  in 
case  such  lease  had  been  found  in  such  office  or  inquisition. 

Where  a  party  makes  discovery  of  an  escheat^  it  is  the 
ordinary  rule  for  the  crown  to  grant  him  as  good  a  lease  as 
it  can  give  (rf). 

7.  With  reference  to  other  reqtdsites  and  matters  of  form 
connected  with  crown  leases. 

In  former  times,  as  we  have  seen  (c),  letters  patent  under 
the  great  seal  were  the  ordinary  medium  of  conveyance  or 
demise  by  the  crown  (/).  The  great  seal,  however,  was 
not  indispensable,  for  it  was  the  frequent  usage  of  the  court 


(z)  Stanf.  Prerog.  68,  a.  b. 
(a)  See  ante,  p.  228.  &  229. 
(f))  Rex  V,  Barlow,  Bnnb.  25. 
(c)  2  &  3  Ed.  6.  c.  8:  se.  1.  3. 


((2)  Moggridgev.Thackwen,7Ve8w71. 
(«)  Ante,  p.  185. 

(/)  Brett  V,  Cumberiand,  3  Bufetr. 
164.     Mo.  476.  pi.  681. 
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of  Exchequer,  though  in  contravention  of  the  common  law, 
by  which  no  grant  of  any  land  by  the  King  was  available  or 
pleadable  but  under  the  great  seal,  to  make  such  leases  under 
their  own  seal,  without  any  distinction  between  freehold  and 
chattel  terms  (g). 

In  pleading  such  leases- under  the  Exchequer  seal,  the 
lessee  was  not  obliged  to  allege  any  usage  or  prescription  to 
warrant  the  practice  (A),  the  customs  of  the  King's  courts, 
which  of  themselves  constitute  a  new  law,  superseding  in 
these  respects  the  usual  course  of  the  common  law  (t),  and 
being  cognisable  in  every  court  at  Westminster  (*).  Indeed, 
in  every  commission  to  make  leases  under  the  great  seal, 
there  used  to  be  a  special  grant  that  leases  made  by  the 
commissioners  under  the  seal  of  the  Exchequer,  &c.,  should 
be  good ;  though,  as  Lord  Coke  observes  (2),  unless  the  leases 
were  good  for  the  causes  mentioned  by  him,  the  clause  in  the 
commission  would  not  remedy  them. 

Much  of  the  difficulty  and  expense  attending  the  common 
law  mode  of  granting  crown  lands  imder  the  great  seal  or 
Exchequer  seal  has,  as  we  have  seen,  been  abolished  by  the 
statutes  cited  in  this  division ;  but  still,  when  granted  by  the 
King,  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  leases  demand  the  drafts- 
man's anxious  care  and  attention. 

The  lessee  must  be  accurately  named,  as  a  misnomer  will 
prove  fatal  to  the  lease  (m). 

Generally  speaking,  it  is  necessary  to  recite  existing  leases 
which  are  of  record  (n).  If  a  new  lease  be  granted  even  to 
the  lessee  in  possession,  his  former  one  must  be  recited. 


(g)  Lane*8  case,  2  Co.  16,  b. ;  S.  C, 
nom.  Smith,  or  Smyth,  v.  Cave,  1  And. 
191;  1  Leon.  170;  Oonldsb.  34.  Cro. 
Car.  528.  Kemp  v.  Barnard,  Cro.  Car. 
513.  March,  55,  pi  85.  Predyman 
V.  Wodry,  Cro.  Jac.  109.  Rol.  Ab. 
Court,  (B)  pi.  4.  Prerogative,  (C). 
and  (E).  pi.  8.  p.  182. 

(k)  Lane's  case,  sup.  Rol.  Ab. 
Court,  (B),  pi.  4. 

(i)  Ibid. 

(k)  Ibid. 


(Q  Lane^s  case,  2  Co.  17,  a. 

(m)  10  Co.  112,  a. 

(n)  Wing  V.  Harris,  Cro.  Eliz.  231 ; 
S.  C,  nom.  Harris  v.  Wing,  3  Leon. 
242;  cited,  Mo.  415.  Fulham  r.  Ful- 
ham,  March,  206.  Glover  v,  Clossey, 
2  Rol.  180.  Com.  Dig.  Grant,  (G.  1 0). 
Anon.  Sav.  58,  case  126.  17  Vin.  Ab. 
108.  Prerogative,  (Q.  b).  Alcock  v. 
Cooke,  6  Ding.  340-9;  S.  C.  2  Mo.  & 
Pa.  625. 
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otherwise  the  grant  will  be  void  (o),  and  the  first  lease 
extinguished  {p). 

There  are  some  exceptions  to  the  rule ;  for  instance^  if  the 
King  make  a  lease  at  will ^  and  afterwards  grant  the  same  land 
to  another^  the  lease  at  will  need  not  be  recited  (q),  So^  if 
he  lease  a  copyhold^  and  afterwards  grant  the  same  land  to 
another  (r). 

The  necessity  for  recitals  of  existing  leases  may  also  be 
dispensed  with  by  an  express  danse  in  the  patent  (s). 

Where  recitals  are  inserted^  it  is  not  necessary  to  particu- 
larise^ by  dates  or  otherwise^  such  leases  of  record  as  may  be 
in  esse,  provided  they  be  so  noticed  as  to  remove  all  appear- 
ance of  deceit.  Indeed^  they  may  be  referred  to  in  very 
general  terms.  If^  for  example,  the  King  grant  the  land 
without  any  recital  of  an  existing  lease,  but  with  the  words 
'^  notwithstanding  it  be  in  lease  for  life  or  years,  of  record 
or  otherwise^';  or  if  he  grant  the  land,  and  Airther  grant 
"  the  reversion  of  it  dependent  or  expectant  upon  any  estate 
for  life  or  for  years,^^  in  both  these  cases  the  grant  is 
good(/).  A  mistake  even  of  the  date  will  not  vitiate  the 
grant  (tc). 

Existing  leases  not  upon  record,  which  by  intendment 
cannot  be  known  nor  discovered,  need  not  be  recited  {x). 
And,  therefore,  if  an  individual  grants  a  lease,  and  the  rever- 
sion afterwards  comes  to  the  King,  who  grants  it  to  another, 
as  the  subject  cannot  with  certainty  be  acquainted  with  the 
existence  of  the  previous  lease,  the  want  of  its  being  recited 
will  not  vitiate  the  King's  grant  (y). 

Great  caution  and  accuracy  are  required  in  framing  other 


(o)  Wing  V.  HarriB,  sup. 

(  p)  Ibid.  But  the  law  on  this  point 
8  different  where  the  leMe  is  between 
subject  and  sabject  Wilson  v.  Sewell, 
4  Burr.  1980;  S.  C.  W.  Bhu^  617. 

(q)  Com.  Dig.  Grant,  (6.  10.). 

(r)  Com.  Dig.  Grant,  (G.  10.).  2 
Rol.  Ab.  Prerogative,  (G).  pi.  3. 

(a)  Finchi;.Ri8ley,Poph.25.30;S.C. 
2  Leon.  134.    Anon.  1  And.  46.   Brook 


V.  Goring,  Cro.  Car.  197.    Hob.  229. 

(t)  Bozoun's  case,  4  Co.  35,  b.;  S.C., 
nom.  Futter  v.  Boorome,  Godb.  35, 
numbered  39  by  mistake. 

(«)  Bro.  Ab.  Patent,  pL  96. 

(x)  Aprioe  V.  Hayes,  Hardr.  498-9. 
Folham  v.  Fnlham,  March,  206.  1  Co. 
45,  a.  Alcock  r.  Cooke,  5  Bing.  340. 
349;  S.  C.  2  Mo.  &  Pa.  625. 

(y)  Alcock  V.  Cooke,  sup. 
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recitals  in  leases  by  the  King ;  for,  generally  speaking,  if  it 
appear  on  the  face  of  the  grant  that  he  is  mistaken  or 
deceiyed  either  in  matter  of  fact  or  matter  of  law,  as  in  the 
case  of  false  suggestion,  misinformation,  or  misredtal  of 
former  grants,  the  lease  is  a,bsolutely  void  (z) .  To  prevent 
deceit  npon  the  crown,  it  was  enacted,  at  an  early  period, 
that  unless  parties  demandiog  lands  or  tenements  of  the 
King  made  express  mention  in  their  petitions  of  the  value  of 
the  things  demanded,  the  patent  should  be  void  {a). 

The  difference  is,  where  the  king  is  deceived  in  his  intent, 
and  where  he  is  mistaken  in  his  information ;  for  if  he  grant 
the  manor  of  D.,  ^^  heretofore  demised,  for  lOL"  where  it  was 
really  demised  for  20/.,  and  20/.  be  reserved,  the  grant  is 
good  {b).  But  if  the  lease  recite  that  the  lands  were  let  for 
a  less  sum  than  was  actually  paid  for  rent,  and  the  smaller 
«um  be  reserved,  the  grant  is  void;  the  smallness  of  the  value 
seeming  to  be  the  ground  of  the  patent  {c).  It  is  also  void  if 
the  grantee  suggest  that  the  land  came  to  the  King  by 
forfeiture,  when  in  fact  it  belonged  to  him  in  right  of  hia 
crown  (rf). 

On  the  same  principle,  if  the  consideration,  which  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  crown,  be  it  executed  or  executory,  on  record 
or  not  on  record,  be  false  or  not  duly  performed,  or  if  pre- 
judice may  accrue  to  the  crown  by  reason  of  non- performance 
of  it,  as  if  a  new.  lease  be  granted  in  consideration  of  the 
surrender  of  a  former  one,  and  the  alleged  surrender  be 
inoperative  (c),  or  operative  in  part  only  (/),  or  conditional  (^), 
or  if  the  former  lease  were  void  (A) ;  in  either  of  these  cases 
the  grant  is  void.     But  to  render  a  new  grant  available,  an 

(2)  2   Bla.  Com.  348.    Aprice    v.  S.  C,  nom.  Berwick's  case,  Mo.  393. 

Uayesy  Hardr.  498.  Anon.  3  Dy.  352.  pi.  (26).    Sawier,  ov 

(a)  1  Hen.  4.  c  6.  Sawyer,  v.  East,  Lane,  74.  109 ;  S.  C. 

(6)  Chamben  v.  Mason,  Yelv.  48;  2  Rol.  Ab.  Prerogatiye,  (N).  pi.  4. 

S.  C.  Yely.  42;  Gro.  Jac.  34.  p.  188.  (Q).  pi.  1.  p.  189. 

(c)  Mason  v.  Chambers,  Cro.  Jac.  34 ;  (  /)  Sawier,  or  Sawyer,  v.  East,  sop. 

S.  C.  Yelv.  42. 47.  (ff)  2  Rol.  Ab.  Prerogative,   (M). 

id)  2  RoL  Ab.  Prerogative,  (N).  pi.  6. 

pi.  3.  (A)  Barwick's  case,  6  Co.  94,  a. 

(e)  Barwick's  case,  5  Co.  93,  b. ; 
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actual  surrender  of  the  existing  interest  by  deed  is  not 
required;  a  surrender  in  law  by  acceptance  of  a  new  estate 
being  sufficient  (i).  So^  if  the  King's  grant  recite  a  lease  in 
possession,  and  afterwards  grant  the  reversion,  the  grant  will 
be  nugatory,  should  it  be  shown  that  the  supposed  lease  was 
void  {k) ;  or  if  the  King  grant  a  lease  to  B.,  to  hold  for 
twenty- one  years  after  the  end  of  the  term  granted  to  A., 
and  A/s  term  had  been  previously  forfeited  to  the  crown, 
B/s  lease  cannot  be  supported  (/). 

And  it  seems  that  a  lessee  under  a  lease  obtained  upon 
untrue  surmises  cannot  find  relief  in  Chancery  even  against 
the  crown^s  grantee  (m). 

If  a  sum  of  money  form  the  consideration,  or  part  of  the 
consideration,  and  be  acknowledged  by  the  King  to  have  been 
paid,  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  grantee  to  prove  payment  in 
order  to  support  the  lease  (n).  So,  it  seems,  if  the  lease  be 
granted  in  consideration  that  the  lessee  shall  repair,  his 
neglect  to  do  so  wiU  not  annul  it,  as  the  King  may  maintain 
an  action  of  covenant  against  him  for  damages  (o). 

If  the  parcels  be  once  described  with  sufficient  certainty, 
the  lease  cannot  be  impeached  by  the  addition  of  superfluous 
matter  which  proves  untrue  {p) ;  as  in  the  case  of  a  demise  of 
a  manor  by  special  name,  with  a  superadded  false  description 
of  its  having  lately  been  in  the  occupation  of  J.  S.  In  this, 
and  similar  cases,  the  King  is  not  deceived  in  his  title,  nor  in 
the  value  which  he  intends  to  grant,  nor  in  the  restraint 
which,  for  his  profit,  he  intends  to  make  (9).     But  if  the  lease 


(t)  The  case  of  the  Churchwardens 
of  Saint  Savioor  South wark,  1 0  Co.  66, h, 

{h)  Bozoun's  case,  4  Co.  35,  b. ;  S.  C, 
nom.  Fatter  v.  Boorome,  Gknlb.  35, 
numbered  39,  by  mistake. 

(0  Holt  V,  Roper,  3  Leon.  5. 

(m)  Cary,  45.  And  see  Hunger- 
ford's  case,  1  Leon.  30. 

(n)  The  case  of  the  Churchwardens 
of  Saint  Saviour  Southwark,  10  Co. 
66,  a.  67,  b.,  3rd  resolution.  2  Rol. 
Ab.  prerogative,  (M).  pi.  8. 

(0)  2  Rol.   Ab.   Prerogative,   (M). 


pL  7.    Sawier,  or  Sawyer,  v.  East,  sup. 

(p)  Legates  case,  10  Co.  113,  a. 
Heidon  v.  Ibgrave,  3  Leon.  162.  And 
see  Anon.  Mo.  45.  pi.  137.  Cro.  Car. 
648.  1  Dy.  87.  pi.  (101).  Hob.  171. 
Doddington's  case,  2  Co.  82,  b.;  S.  C, 
nom.  Hall  v.  Peart,  Poph.  60.  Mason 
V.  Chambers,  Cro.  Jao.  34;  S.  C  Yelv. 
42. 47.  Plowd.  191,  b.  Doe  dem.  Ash- 
forth  V.  Bower,  3  Bam.  &  AdoL  453. 
Doe  dem.  Smith  v.  Galloway,  5  Barn. 
&  Adol.  43;  S.  C.  2  Nev.  &  Man.  240. 

iq)  Ibid. 
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be  made  of  so  many  acres  of  an  estate  as  were  latdy  in  the 
occupation  of  J.  8,,  his  occupation  of  the  premises  is  of  the 
substance  of  the  description;  and  if  J.  S.  never  occupied  them, 
the  grant  is  void  (r). 

If  the  King  having  a  hundred  acres  of  land  in  D.  grant 
twenty  acres  generally,  without  describing  them  by  the  rent, 
occupation,  or  name,  the  grant  is  void ;  and  the  grantee  shall 
not  have  his  election  to  take  any  twenty  of  the  acres  (s) ; 
though  a  different  rule  prevails  in  the  case  of  a  grant  by  a 
subject  (/). 

In  a  late  case  (tt),  a  lease  granted  by  the  crown  of  all  mines 
in  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  was  held  to  include  mines  in 
the  island  of  Cape  Breton. 

Aents  reserved  on  leases  of  crown  lands  are  usually 
reserved  to  her  Majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors,  and  made 
payable  into  the  hands  of  her  Majesty's  bailiff  or  receiver- 
general  for  the  time  being  of  the  premises.  Bents  are 
reserved  to  the  commissioners  of  the  woods  and  forests  only 
when  so  directed  by  particular  acts  of  parliament. 

If  a  lease  be  made  without  appointing  any  place  for 
payment,  or  any  person  to  receive  the  rent>  the  lessee  may, 
at  his  election,  pay  it  at  the  Exchequer  or  to  the  bailiff  or 
receiver  (^).  Though  the  clause  reserve  the  rent  payable 
"  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer  at  Westminster,'^  it  is  not 
necessary  that  the  receipt  be  held  at  Westminster,  for  if 
held  at  another  place,  the  rent  must  be  paid  there;  as 
the  law  in  this  particular  implies  not  only  that  which  is 
expressed,  viz.,  at  Westminster,  but  more,  viz.,  at  whatso- 
ever other  place  the  receipt  may  be  kept. 

As  to  the  proviso  for  annulling  the  lease  on  non-payment 

(r)  Bozonii*B  caae,  4  Co.  85,  a.  36,  a. ;  Day.  45,  a.    I  W.  Blac.  118. 
S.G.,ttom.Fntterv.Boorome,Grodb.35,  (t)  Ibid. 

[or  39];  2  Rol.  Ab.  Prerogatiye,  (Z),  (u)  Taylor  v.  The  Attorney-General, 

pi.  2.    Heidon  v.  Ibgrave,  3  Leon.  1 62.  "8  Sim.  413. 

Doddington'fl  case,  2  Co.  32,  b.,  let  (x)  Boroiigfae*8  easo,  4  Co.  73,  b.; 

resolution;  S.  C,  nom.  Hall  v.  Peart,  S.  C.,  nom.  Burrougli  v,  Taylor,  Cro. 

Poph.  60.    Plowd.  191,  b.  Eliz.   462,  the  second  page   of  that 

(«)  Stockdale*8   case,    12    Co.    86.  number;  Mo.  404;  Gould.  124.     Dy, 

Hungerford's  case,  1  Leon.  30.  pi.  36.  -87. 
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of  rent  or  non-performance  of  covenants,  the  27th  section 
of  the  act  of  10  Qeo.  4.  c.  50^  provides^  as  we  have  seen  (jf), 
that  every  lease  of  premises  subject  to  its  operation  must 
contain  a  clause  for  re-entiy  on  non-payment  of  the  rent^ 
or  non-performance  of  the  lessee's  covenants;  but^  with 
regard  to  such  cases  as  axe  not  comprised  within  that 
statute^  or  not  otherwise  provided  for^  a  preferable  mode 
maj  be  adopted  with  a  view  to  save  the  trouble  and  expense 
of  an  inquisition  of  office. 

It  is  a  rule  that  where  a  subject^  to  avoid  a  lease^  would 
be  put  to  an  entry^  the  crown  must  have  an  inquisition  of 
office  (z)j  unless  the  &ct  of  non-payment  appear  already  on 
record^  as  was  the  case  when  the  rent  was  made  payable  at 
the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer  (a) ;  for  it  would  be  fruitless  to 
make  that  appear  upon  record  by  office  which  already  so 
appears  without  {b) :  and^  therefore^  in  the  case  of  a' lease  for 
years,  it  seems  advisable  that  the  proviso  should  make  it 
absolutely  determine  on  non-payment  of  rent  or  non-per- 
formance of  the  conditions,  instead  of  making  it  determin- 
able by  entry  only  {c),  as  in  the  latter  case  an  office  would 
be  necessary  {d). 

If  the  rent  be  made  payable  to  the  Queen's  receiver  or  his 
deputy,  the  &ct  of  non-payment  would  not  appear  of  record, 
and  consequently  the  lease  would  not  be  void  without  office  {e)  > 

The  rigour,  however,  of  the  common  law  with  respect  to 
forfeitures  of  leases  granted  by  the  crown  was  relaxed  in  the 
reign  of  King  James  the  1st,  when  an  act  (/)  was  passed, 
providing,  that  if  any  person  or  body  politic  or  corporate, 
having  any  manors,  lands,  &c.,  by  virtue  of  any  original 


(y)  Ante,  p.  194. 

(2)  Fmch  V.  Bidej,  Pof^  25. 27.53; 
S.  C.,  nom.  findi  v.  Throckmorton, 
Mo.  291 ;  Gro.  Eliz.  220.  1  And.  303. 
2  Leon.  134.  6  Com.  Dig.  Preroga- 
tive,  (D  67).  Stanf.  Prerog.  55,  b. 
»  (a)  Lately  regalatedbj4&5W.  4. 
c.  15.  8.  9. 

(5)  Finch  v.  Rialey,  sap.    Stephens 
V*  Potter,  Cro.  Car.  100.    Doe  dem. 


Hayne  v.  Redfem,  12  East,  113. 

(e)  Ibid. 

(cO  Ibid.  Knight's  case,  56,  b.,  5th 
resohition;  S.  C.  1  And.  173;  3  Leon. 
124;  Mo.  199.    Anon. Say.  70.  pL  145. 

(e)  Stephens  v.  Potter,  sup.  Doe 
dem.  Hajme  v,  Redfern,  sap.  And  see 
Marke  v.  Johnsra,  T.  Raym.  137. 

(/)  21Jacl.c.25. 
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lease,  or  assignment,  made  bj  the  King,  or  any  of  liis  prede- 
cessors, or  to  be  made  by  any  of  bis  successors,  for  any 
number  of  years,  for  life,  or  lives,  or  other  estate,  where- 
upon any  rent  service  or  any  duty  was  or  should  be  reserved, 
with  any  condition  of  re-entry,  cesser,  or  to  be  void  for 
default  of  payment  or  performance,  should  make  any  default 
therein,  and  yet  after  such  default  such  rent  service  or  other 
duty  should  be  answered,  paid,  or  done,  before  any  advantage 
of  such  forfeiture  or  cause  of  forfeiture  should  be  taken,  and 
before  any  commission  awarded  to  inquire,  or  other  process 
issued  touching  the  said  forfeiture  or  non-payment  of  rent, 
then  no  advantage  should  be  taken  by  his  Majesty,  his  heirs 
or  successors,  of  any  such  forfeiture  or  cause  of  forfeiture. 
And  further  (^),  that  no  person  claiming,  or  which  afterwards 
should  claim,  from  his  Majesty,  or  any  of  his  predecessors  or 
successors,  at  any  time  after  such  cause  of  forfeiture,  should 
take  advantage  of  such  default ;  but  that  every  such  estate 
forfeited  or  forfeitable  by  means  of  such  default  should  be 
adjudged  to  continue  as  if  no  such  default  or  cause  of  for- 
feiture had  been  had  or  made. 

A  demand  on  the  part  of  the  Queen  is  unnecessary  to  enable 
her  to  take  advantage  of  a  forfeiture  for  non-payment  {h), 
unless  the  lands  form  parcel  of  the  possessions  of  the  duchy 
of  Lancaster  (t) ;  and  even  then  it  is  apprehended  that  a 
demand  may  be  dispensed  with  if  there  be  half-a-year's  rent 
due,  and  no  sufficient  distress  can  be  found  on  the  demised 
premises  (A:). 

Kthe  Queen^s  lessee  hold  over  after  the  determination  of  his 
lease,  he  is  liable  to  an  information  filed  in  the  Exchequer  by 
the  attorney-general,  on  behalf  of  the  crown  (/). 

It  remains  to  add  that  the  usual  disabilities  of  infancy  do 
not  extend  to  the  crown  (m). 

(ff)  Sect  3.  of  ibis  statute  will  be  diBcnased  in  a 

(h)  2  H.  7. 8.  [B]  25.     Boroughe's  future  Chapter, 

case,  73,  a.,  2nd  resolution.    Bro.  Ab.  (Q  3  Bla.  Com.  261. 

Prerogative,  pi.  101.  (m)  Co.  Lit.  43,  b.    7  Co.  10,  a. 

(0  Bonnye's  case,  Mo.   149.  154;  Alcock  v,  Cooke,  5  Bing.  340;  S.  C.  2 

S.  C.  cited.  Mo.  161.  Mo.  &  Pa.  625. 

(2;)  4  Geo.  2.  c.  28.    The  provisions 
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III. — Ecclesiastical  and  Eleemosynary  Corporations. 

By  the  common  law^  spiritual  corporations  sole^  as  arch- 
bishops^ bishops^  deans,  archdeacons,  prebendaries,  canons, 
parsons,  and  vicars,  without  the  consent  or  confirmation  of 
any  other  person,  were  capable  of  granting  leases  of  their 
church  lands  for  any  term  co-durable  with  their  own  personal 
enjoyment,  but  for  no  longer  time(n).  By  obtaining  the 
consent  or  confirmation  of  certain  persons  appointed  by 
law  (o),  they  would  exercise  unlimited  powers  of  alienation  (p)> 
or  incumber  their  glebe  with  leases  or  charges  to  take  effect 
after  their  decease  (g). 

Deans  and  chapters,  and  other  spiritual  corporations  aggre- 
gate, without  the  consent  or  confirmation  of  the  bishop,  or 
any  other  person>  might  also  exercise  the  same  unqualified 
rights  of  ownership  and  disposition  over  their  church  estates: 
nor  is  there  any  instance  of  a  lease  by  ecclesiastical  persons 
having  been  set  aside  on  account  of  the  length  of  time  for 
which  it  was  granted  (r). 

The  same  privilege  was  enjoyed  by  certain  eleemosynaiy 
corporations  aggregate,  as  the  master  and  fellows  of  colleges, 
and  masters  or  guardians  of  hospitals  and  their  brethren  (s). 

Thus  continued  the  rights  of  the  clergy  and  eleemosynary 
corporations,  till  repeated  experience  of  the  hardships  to 
which  this  state  of  the  law  gave  birth  called  aloud  for  altera- 
tion; and  the  consequence  was,  an  extension,  on  the  one 
hand,  of  the  alienative  power  enjoyed  by  some  spiritual  bodies, 
while,  on  the  other,  as  regards  both  spiritual  and  eleemosy- 
nary corporations,  the  salutary  control  of  parliament  was 
exercised  in  confining  within  more  reasonable  limits  the 
latitude  of  leasing  allowed  by  the  common  law.  Hence 
originated  the  enabling  and  restraining  statutes. 

(«)  2  Bla.  Com.  818.  321.  Anon.  1  Dy.  69,  a.  pi.  SO. 
(o)  The  doctrine  of  consent  or  con-  (r)  Attorney-General  v,  Moses,   2 

firmation  will  be  discosfied  hereafter.  Madd.  308. 
(p)  Grindal's  case,  4  Leon.  78.  (j)  Co.  Lit.  44,  a. 

(?)  Spendlowes  v.  Burket,  Hob.  7. 
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The  enabling  statute  of  Henry  the  8th  (/)  empowered  all 
persons  seized  of  any  estate  of  inheritance  in  right  of  their 
churches,  parsons  and  yicars  excepted  {u),  to  grant  leases  of 
their  church-lands  for  twenty-one  years  or  three  lives  at  the 
most,  upon  the  observance  of  certain  conditions,  which  have 
already  been  enumerated  and  explained  (a). 

Prebendaries,  although  seized  in  right  of  their  prebends, 
and  not  in  right  of  their  churches  (y);  precentors  (jr); 
chancellors  of  cathedrals  (a) ;  and  treasurers  of  churches  (b) ; 
-were  allowed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  conferred 
by  the  statute,  which,  it  is  observable,  did  not  extend  to 
ecclesiastical  or  eleemosynary  corporations  aggregate  (c). 

It  has  lately  been  doubted  by  the  court  of  Queen's  Bench 
whether  a  perpetual  curate  is  within  the  act  of  32  Hen.  8; 
but  the  judges  agreed  that  if  he  were  within  the  first  section, 
he  was  also  within  the  exception  contained  in  the  fourth  (d). 

The  common  law  rights,  however,  of  the  persons  thus 
enabled  remained  unaltered;  the  statute  invested  them  with 
a  new  power,  but  neither  annulled  nor  abridged  their  former 
capacity  to  lease  (e).  With  a  view,  therefore,  to  check  the 
unreasonable  advantage  taken  of  that  capacity  by  spiritual 
and  eleemosynary  bodies,  to  the  impoverishment  and  itijury 
of  thw  successors,  the  restraining  statutes  were  passed. 

By  ihe  first  of  these  statutes  (/),  all  gifts,  grants,  &a,  by 
any  archbishop  or  bishop  of  any  hereditaments  parcel  of  the 


(0  32  Hen.  8.  c.  28. 

(tt)  Sect  4. 

(x)  Ante^  p.  669  etseq,,  under  ^^Leaeee 
by  Tenants  in  Tail*' 

(y)  Aston  v.  Pitcher,  4  Leon.  51. 
Ensden  «.  Denny,  Palm.  106.  Wat- 
kinson  «.  Man,  Cro.  £liz.  350.  Bisco, 
lessor  de  Strode,  v.  Holte,  1  Lev.  112; 
S.  C,  nom.  Bis  v.  Holt,  1  Sid.  158; 
S.  C,  ncym.  Bill  dem.  Stroud  v.  Holt,  1 
Keb.676.    Gibs.  Codex,  767. 

(2)  Ensden  v.  Denny,  snp.  Biseo  v. 
Holte,  sap.  In  Bisco,  lessor  de  Strode, 
r.  Holte,  1  Ler.  113,  Hyde  said,  that 
precentors  of  old  foundatioos  were 
enabled  by  the  statnte,  but  ofhei*wi»c 
perhaps  of  new  foundations;  and,  a 


case  in  the  Exchequer  being  cited  that 
leases  made  by  the  chanters  of  Pauls 
ought  to  be  oonfinbed,  he  said,  that 
they  were  not  properly  chanters,  but 
of  the  lesser  order,  and  only  singing 
men ;  but  chanters,  preoenton,  &e^ 
were  of  the  greatest  order. 

(a)  Bisco  V.  Holte,  sup. 

(h)  Watldnson  v.  Man,  sup.  And 
see  Bisco  v.  Holte,  sup. 

(c)  Bacon  on  Leases,  p.  41. 

(<2)  Doe  dem.  Riefaardaon  v.  Thomas, 
9  Adol.  &  EIL  556;  S.  C.  1  Per.  &  Day. 
578. 

(e)  Bunny  «.  Wright,  I  Leon.  59. 

(/)  i  Eliz.  c.  1 9.  8.  5. 
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possessions  of  his  archbisliopric  or  biahopric^  to  any  person 
or  bodj  politic  or  corporate^  other  than  to  the  Queen,  her 
heirs  or  successors,  wherebj  any  estate  might  pass  from  the 
same  archbishops  or  bishops,  other  than  for  the  term  of 
twenty-one  years  or  three  liyes,  from  such  time  as  any  such 
lease,  grant,  or  assurance,  should  begin;  and  whereupon  the 
old  accustomed  yearly  rent  or  more  should  be  reserved  and 
payable  during  the  said  term  of  twenty-one  years  or  three 
lives,  were  declared  to  be  utterly  void.  Thus,  archbishops 
and  bishops  were  restrained  from  disposing  of  their  ecclesi- 
astical possessions,  whether  with  or  without  confirmation, 
otherwise  than  for  twenty-one  years  or  three  lives,  except 
to  the  Queen,  her  heirs  or  successors.  By  means  of  this 
saving,  which  it  is  admitted  was  necessary  to  exclude  the 
crown  from  the  operation  of  the  act  [g),  the  Queen  obtained 
numerous  leases,  ostensibly  for  the  support  of  her  royal 
dignity,  but  in  reality  with  intent  to  transfer  them  to  her 
favourite  subjects  (A),  until  the  abuse  of  the  privilege  occa- 
sioned its  abolition ;  for  we  find  that,  in  the  first  year  of 
the  reign  of  Eling  James  the  1st,  an  act(f)  was  passed  which 
debarred  every  archbishop  and  Inshop  for  ever  from  doing  any 
act  whereby  any  of  their  ecclesiastical  lands,  &c.,  should  be 
demised  or  conveyed  to  the  Ejng,  his  heirs  or  successors  (A:). 
This  enactment  appears  to  have  gone  further  than  was 
intended,  for  it  deprived  archbishops  and  bishops  of  the 
power  of  granting  to  the  crown,  and  the  crown  of  the  power 
of  taking,  eVen  leases  for  three  lives  or 'twenty-one  years.  It 
is  observable  that  deans  and  chapters,  and  others  having  eccle- 
siastical livings,  were  not  included  in  the  act,  having  been  pre- 
viously restrained  by  the  statute,  13  Eliz.  c.  10,  from  granting 
more  extensive  leases  to  the  crown  than  to  the  subject '(/). 

(ff)  Case  of  Eodesiaetical  penonsy  other  ecdesiaetieal  corporatioiiB  sole, 

6  Co.  14,  b.    Jenk.  Cent  255,  ease,  48.  are  empowered  to  grant  leases  for  long 

(h)  Magdalen  College  case,  11  Co.  terms  of  years,  for  building  and  im- 

71,  b.  proving  purposes,  to  any  person,  in- 

(t)  1  Jac.  1.  c  3.  eluding  (sect  31)  the  Queen's  Majesty. 

{h)  By  the  Ute  act  of  5  &  6  Vict  See  post,  p.  258. 

c.  108,  archbishops  and  bishops,  amongst  (/)  11  Co.  75,  b. 
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The  restrictions  of  the  statute  of  1  Elie.  c.  19,  which  applied, 
as  we  have  seen,  to  archbishops  and  bishops  only,  were  ex- 
tended bj  13  Ehz.  c.  10  (m)  to  masters  and  fellows  of  col- 
leges, deans  and  chapters  of  cathedral  or  collegiate  churches, 
masters  or  guardians  of  hospitals,  parsons,  vicars,  or  any 
others  having  any  spiritual  or  ecclesiastical  living,  who  were 
thereby  restrained  from  leasing  lands,  &c.,  parcel  of  the 
possessions  of  such  college,  &c.,  ''other  than  for  the  term  of 
one-and-twenty  years  or  three  lives,  from  the  time  as  any 
such  lease  or  grant  should  be  made  or  granted,  whereupon 
the  accustomed  yearly  rent  or  more  should  be  reserved,  and 
payable  yearly  during  the  term/' 

As  this  act  contains  no  exception  in  favor  of  the  Queen, 
leases  made  to  the  crown  in  contravention  of  its  provisions, 
unless  saved  by  any  of  the  enabling  acts  after  mentioned, 
are  as  inoperative  as  leases  to  common  persons  (n)^ 

The  statute  of  1&  Eliz.  c.  10,  is  not  to  be  construed  as 
making  good  any  lease  by  any  such  College  or  collegiate 
church  within  the  universities  of  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  or 
elsewhere  within  the  realm  of  England,  for  more  years  than 
are  limited  by  the  private  statutes  of  the  same  college  (o). 

The  words  ''  master  or  guardian  of  any  hospital,'^  mentioned 
in  the  act  of  18  Elbs.  c.  10,  s.  3,  were  afterwards  declared  (p)  to 
be  intended  and  meant  of  all  hospitals,  maisons  dieu,  bead- 
houses,  and  other  houses  ordained  for  the  sustentation  or 
relief  of  the  poor,  and  to  be  so  expounded,  declared,  and 
taken  for  ever.  The  act,  indeed,  has  always  been  construed 
benefidaUy  to  prevent  all  inventions  and  evasions  against  its 
true  intention  {q) ;  and  whether  the  college  be  incorporated  by 
the  name  of  ''master  and  fellows,^'  or  by  the  name  of  "warden 
and  fellows,'^  or  "warden  and  scholars,"  or  "warden,  fellows, 

(m)  13  Eliz.  c.  10.  sect  3.  disablfid  by  the  act  of  13  Eliz.  c.  10. 

(n)  Case  of  Eodesiafltical  persons,  See  6  Co.  15,  bu     11  Co.  76,  a. 
5  Co.  14,  a.    lliagdalen  College  case,  (o)  Sect  4. 

11  Co.  72,  b.    The  genenl  words  of  (p)  14  Eliz.  c.  14. 

the  act  of  18  EHz.  c  11,  did  not  enable  (q)  5  Co.  14,  b.   11  Co.  76,  a.  Pahn. 

such  eccleaastical    persons  to  make  216. 
leases  or  estates  to  the  crown  as  were 

VOL.  I.  a 
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ground  demised  being  less  than  ten  acres^)  granted  whilst 
a  former  lease  in  the  premises  for  forty  years  was  in  exist- 
ence^ but  which  had  less  than  three  years  to  run^  was  binding 
on  the  successor  of  the  grantor^  as  it  was  expressly  sanctioned 
by  the  18th  of  Eliz.  c.  11^  and  was  not  avoided  by  the  ISth. 

The  frequent  evasions  of  the  spirit  of  the  act  of  13  Eliz.  c.  10, 
by  means  of  new  leases  made  long  before  the  expiration  of 
those  already  existing  {c),  occasioned  the  statute  of  18  Eliz« 
c.  11^  which,  after  reciting  the  3rd  section  of  13  Eliz.  clO  {d), 
enacted  {e),  that  all  leases  thereafter  to  be  made  by  any  of  the 
said  ecclesiastical,  spiritual,  or  collegiate  persons,  or  others, 
of  any  of  their  said  ecclesiastical,  spiritual,  or  coUesiate, 
laud,,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  ZreoiLj  fonn JW 
for  years  should  be  in  beings  not  to  be  expired,  surrendered, 
or  ended,  within  three  years  next  after  the  making  of  any 
such  new  lease,  should  be  void,  frustrate,  and  of  no  effect; 
and  (/)  that  every  bond  and  covenant  thereafter  to  be  made 
for  renewing  or  making  of  any  lease  or  leases  contrary  to  the 
true  intent  of  the  act^  or  of  13  Eliz.,  should  be  utterly  void« 
And  in  the  43rd  year  of  the  same  reign  {g),  it  was  further 
enacted,  that  all  judgments  thereafter  to  be  had,  to  the 
intent  to  have  and  enjoy  any  lease  contrary  to  the  said 
statutes,  or  any  of  them,  should  be  deemed  void  in  such  sort 
as  bonds  and  covenants  were  appointed  to  be  void  which  were 
made  for  that  purpose. 

Even  these  various  prohibitions  were  insufficient  to  ac* 
complish  in  all  respects  the  end  desired ;  for  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  concurrent  leases  by  archbishops  and  bishops 
were  opposed  to  the  spirit  and  design  as  well  of  the  several 
restraining  statutes  as  of  32  Hen.  8.  c.  28.  It  will  be 
remembered,  that^  as  this  act  had  no  disabling  operation, 
leases  by  archbishops  and  bishops,  if  duly  confirmed^  were 
unfettered  until  1  Eliz.  c.  19,  was  passed;  and  as  that  act 
did  not  preclude  the  grant  of  concurrent  leases^  the  conse* 

(c)  O.  Bridgm.  by  Bann.  101.  125.  («)  18  Etiz.  c.  11.  s.  2. 
135.  (/)  Sect  3. 

(d)  Ante,  p.  241.  (^)  43  Eliz.  c  9.  s.  8. 
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quence  was^  that,  notvitlistanding  four  or  more  years  might 
remain  unexpired  of  an  existing  lease^  a  new  demise  for  years 
might  be  granted  by  an  archbishop  or  bishop^  so  as  to  bind 
his  successor^  as  a  common  law  lease^  provided  it  received 
the  requisite  confirmation^  and  was  not  inconsistent  with  the 
provisions  of  I  Eliz.  c.  19.  The  authority  for  this  position  (A) 
has  not  always  been  approved  of,  Yaughan^  C.  J.^  declaring  (t)^ 
that  the  judges  had  made  a  great  strain  upon  that  statute ; 
but  as  the  case  was  determined^  after  mature  deliberation^  by 
a  majority  of  ten  judges^  against  the  judgment  of  Dyer^ 
Meade^  and  Plowden^  the  point  seems  no  longer  open  to 
controversy.  It  has^  however,  lost  some  portion  of  its  value 
in  consequence  of  a  late  enactment  {k),  which  has  provided, 
that,  where  any  lease  shall  have  been  granted  by  an  arch- 
bishop or  bishop  of  any  house,  land,  tithes,  or  other  heredi- 
taments, parcel  of  the  possessions  of  his  see,  for  twenty-one 
years,  no  such  archbishop  or  bishop  shall  grant  any  new 
lease  concurrently  therewith,  unless  seven  years  of  such  lease 
shall  have  expired  (/) ;  the  act  at  the  same  time  declaring, 
that,  where  any  lease  shall  have  been  granted  for  years,  no 
archbishop  or  bishop  shall  grant  any  lease,  by  way  of  renewal 
of  the  same,  or  otherwise,  for  any  life  or  lives  (m) ;  though 
previously  thereto,  a  bishop  could  not,  during  the  continuance 
of  a  lease  for  years,  make  a  lease  for  lives  to  a  stranger,  to 
bind  the  successor,  even  if  confirmed  by  the  dean  and  chapter, 
the  statute  of  1  Eliz.  c.  19,  authorising,  in  the  disjunctive, 
leases  for  twenty-one  years  or  three  lives,  and  not  for  years 
and  for  lives  at  the  same  time  (n). 

Concurrent  leases  of  the  houses  and  lands  authorised  by 
the  statute  of  14  Eliz.  (o)  to  be  demised  for  forty  years 

(h)  Fox  V.  CoUier,  Mo.  107;  S.  G.  (m)  Sect  1. 

1  And.  65.    1  Leon.  86. 148.    3  Leon.  (n)  Elmer's  case,  5  Co.  2,  a.;  S.  C, 

131.    3  Keb.  378.    Ley,  78.    And  see  nom.  Elmor  v,  Geale,  Mo.  253.    Mar- 

O.  Bridgm.  by  Bann.  101.  ler  v,  Wright,  Cro.  Eliz.  141 ;  S.  C.  1 

(t)  Thredneedle  v,  Lineham,  3  Keb.  And.  193;  Mo.  253.     Roe  dem.  Brane 

378.  V.  Prideaux,  10  East,  184.   1  Leon.  148. 

(i)  6  W.  4.  c  20.  Ley,  78. 

(0  Sect  1.  (0)  Chap.  11. 
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cannot  be  supported^  as  that  act  expre^ly  prohibits  {p)  leases 
in  reversion :  and  concurrent  leases^  though  made  to  com* 
mence  immediately^  are  regarded  in  law  as  leases  in  rever- 
sion {q) ;  but  whether  a  lease  under  this  act  commencing  on 
a  future  day^  and  not  exceeding  the  term  of  forty  years  firom 
the  makings  can  be  supported  is  not  clear.  The  cases  are 
contradictory  (r). 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  act  of  18  Ehz.  c.  11,  which 
admits  of  concurrent  leases  where  the  former  are  within 
three  years  of  being  expired^  surrendered^  or  ended,  relates 
exclusively  to  13  Eliz.,  leaving  undisturbed  the  provisions  of 
the  statute  of  14  Eliz.  c.  11  («). 

Previously  to  the  statute  of  ISEliz.c.  11^  masters  and  fellows 
of  colleges,  deans  and  chapters  of  cathedral  or  collegiate 
churches,  masters  or  guardians  of  hospitals,  parsons  and 
vicars,  and  others  mentioned  in  the  act  of  13  Eliz.,  might 
make  concurrent  leases;  and,  as  6  W.  4.  c.  20,  does  not 
affect  their  power,  they  are  stiU  capable  of  doing  so,  due 
regard  being  had  to  the  provision  in  the  statute  of  18  Eliz. 
c.  11  (/),  that  the  former  lease  for  years  be  expired,  surren- 
dered, or  ended,  within  three  years  next  after  the  making  of 
any  such  new  lease.  And  the  concurrent  lease  will  be  good, 
although  more  than  three  years  of  the  old  lease  be  out- 
standing, provided  it  be  actually  surrendered  or  otherwise 
determined  within  three  years  after  the  grant  of  the  new 
one(ti). 

The  statute  of  32  Hen.  8.  c.  28,  is  generally  considered  as 
the  model  or  pattern  for  framing  leases  under  the  restrain- 
ing statutes,  the  various  essentials  to  the  validity  of  leases 


(p)  Sect.  19.  Loom.  188.    Denied  to  be  law,  1  Vent. 

(q)  Hunt  V.   Singleton,  Ceo.   EUz.  246;  and  per  Holt,  in  Winter  v.  Lovc- 

473.  564 ;  dted,  3  Co.  60,  a.    Bayly  den,  1  Ld.  Raym.  269. 

V,  Monday,  2  Lev.  61;  S.  C,  nom.  («)  Crane  v.  Taylor,  Hob.  269.    3 

Bayly  v,  Murin,  1  Vent  244;  S.  C,  Keb.  110. 

nom.  Baily  v.  Munne,  Mum,  and  Man,  (^)  Sect.  2. 

3  Keb.  46.107.  193.  (it)  Wilson  dem.  Eyre  v.  Carter,  2 

(r)  Thompson  ir.  TraflTord,  Poph.  8  ;  Stra.   1201.     Grumbroll  v.   Roper,  3 

S.  C,  nom.  Tompson  v.  Trafford,  2  Bam.  &  Aid.  711. 
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required  by  that  act  being  in  most  respects  applicable  to 
demises  by  virtue  of  the  statutes  of  Elizabeth  {x). 

With  regard  to  the  term  allowed  to  be  granted^  the  dis- 
tinction taken  in  Whitlock's  case  (y),  between  a  particular 
power  affirmative^  and  a  general  power  restrained  by  a  nega- 
tive^ has  occasioned  a  difference  in  the  construction  of  the 
enabling  statute  of  82  Hen.  8^  and  the  restraining  statutes  of 
1  Eliz.  c.  19,  and  18  Eliz.  c.  10.  The  statute  of  Henry  the 
8th,  as  before  noticed  {z),  By  conferring  a  general  power  of 
leasing,  with  a  subsequent  clause  of  restraint,  appears  to 
warrant  a  lease  for  ninety-nine  years  determinable  on  lives ; 
but  it  is  otherwise  with  the  acts  of  Elizabeth,  which  avoid  all 
leases  by  the  persons  mentioned,  other  than  for  the  term  of 
twenty-one  years  or  three  lives.  A  lease,  therefore,  for 
ninety-nine  years  determinable  on  lives,  being  neither  for 
twenty-one  years,  nor  three  lives,  is  nullified  by  the  first  part 
of  the  clause,  without  being  saved  by  the  exception  in  the 
latter  part  (a).  Although  the  acts  declare  that  leases  other 
than  for  twenty-one  years  or  three  lives  shall  be  void,  a  lease 
may  be  granted  for  any  term  within  the  extreme  period,  as 
for  twenty  years,  or  for  two  lives  (J). 

Leases  rendering  the  lessee  unimpeachable  for  waste  are 
within  the  intent  and  equity  of  the  statutes  of  1  and  18  Eliz., 
notwithstanding  their  silence  as  to  waste.  The  object  of  the 
statute  was  to  guard  against  unreasonable  leases ;  and  it  is 
clearly  unreasonable  that  a  tenant  should  at  his  pleasure 
commit  waste  and  destruction  {c). 

Doubts  having  arisen  whether  archbishops  or  bishops, 
masters  and  fellows,  or  any  other  head  and  members  of 
colleges,  or  halls,  deans  and  chapters,  precentors,  prebenda- 
ries, masters  and  guardians  of  hospitals,  or  other  persons 
having  any  spiritual  or  ecclesiastical  promotions,  had  power  to 
make  leases  of  tithes  or  other  incorporeal  hereditaments  only 

{x)  Co.  Lit.  44,  b.  45,  a.    Monioe  (a)  Bac.  Ab.  Leases,  (E)  role,  4. 

V,  AntrobuB,  Hardr.  325.  (6)  Carter  v.  Clayoole,  1  Leon.  306. 

(y)  Whitlock's  case,  8  Co.  69,  b.  (c)  Co.  Lit.  45,  a.    Dean  and  Chap- 

70,  b.  ter  of  Worcester's  case,  6  Co.  37,  a. 

(s)  Ante,  p.  75.  Palm.  468. 
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which  l«y  in  grant,  and  not  in  livery,  for  one,  two,  or  three, 
lives,  or  for  any  term  or  terms  of  years  not  exceeding  twenty* 
one  years,  although  the  ancient  rent  should  be  reserved,  and 
all  other  requisites  prescribed  by  the  acts  then  in  being  to 
that  end  observed,  by  reason  of  there  being,  generally,  no 
place  wherein  a  distress  could  be  had  for  such  rent ;  and  also 
whether  in  cases  of  such  leases  for  life  or  lives  there  was  any 
remedy  in  law  for  such  ecclesiastical  or  other  persons  by 
action  of  debt  or  otherwise  for  recovering  the  rent  reserved 
on  such  leases  for  life  or  lives,  an  act  was  passed  in  the  reign 
of  George  the  Srd  {d)  for  obviating  all  doubts  touching  the 
same,  and  enabling  the  said  archbishops  and  bishops  and 
others  above  mentioned  to  make  valid  leases  of  such  their 
incorporeal  hereditaments,  and  to  recover  the  rents  reserved 
on  any  leases  by  them  then  already  granted,  or  to  be  granted, 
for  one,  two,  or  three  lives,  and  also  to  make  good  and 
effectual  all  such  leases  as  had  then  already  been  granted  by 
them,  or  any  of  them;  and  it  was  enacted,  that  all  leases  for 
one,  two,  or  three,  life  or  lives,  or  any  term  not  exceeding 
twenty-one  years,  then  already  made,  or  which  should  there- 
after be  made,  of  any  tithes,  tolls,  or  other  incorporeal 
hereditaments,  solely,  and  without  any  lands  or  corporeal 
hereditaments,  by  any  archbishop  or  bishop,  &c.,  and  every 
other  person  and  persons  who  were  enabled  by  the  several 
statutes  then  in  being,  or  any  of  them,  to  make  any  lease  for 
one,  two,  or  three,  life  or  lives,  or  any  term  or  number  of  years 
not  exceeding  twenty-one  years,  of  any  lands,  tenements,  or 
'other  corporeal  hereditaments,  should  be  as  good  against 
such  archbishop  and  other  persons  granting  the  same,  and 
their  successors,  as  any  lease  then  already  made,  or  to  be 
made,  by  any  such  archbishop  and  other  persons  having 
spiritual  promotion,  of  any  lands  or  other  corporeal  heredita- 
pients  then  was  by  virtue  of  the  statute  of  32  Hen.  8.  c.  28, 
or  any  other  statute  then  in  being. 

The  second  section  provided,  that  nothing  in  the  act  con- 
tained should  extend  to  enable  any  master  and  fellows,  or 

(d)  5  Geo.  3.  c.  17. 
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other  head  and  membera  of  colleges  or  halls,  deans  and 
chapters,  precmtors,  prebendaries,  masters  and  guardians  of 
hospitals,  or  other  ecclesiastical  persons  as  therein  aforesaid, 
to  grant  leases  for  any  longer  or  other  terms  than  by  the 
local  statutes  of  their  several  foundations  they  were  respect- 
ively entitled  to  do. 

And  the  3rd  section  enacted,  that,  in  case  the  rent  reserved 
by  any  lease  then  already  made,  or  to  be  made,  by  any  arch- 
bishop, and  every  other  person  and  persons  so  enabled  to 
make  leases  for  one,  two,  or  three,  life  or  lives,  or  years,  in 
pursuance  of  the  several  acts  of  parliament  then  already  in 
being,  or  by  the  act  under  consideration,  ot  any  part  thereof, 
should  be  impaid  by  the  space  of  twenty-eight  days  after  any 
of  the  days  whereon  the  same  should  be  reserved,  it  should 
be  lawful  for  such  archbishop,  and  other  persons  so  making 
such  leases,  or  their  executors,  administrators,  and  successors 
respectively,  to  bring  an  action  of  debt  against  the  lessee, 
his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  for  recovering 
the  rent  which  should  then  be  in  arrear  to  any  such  arch- 
bishop and  other  person  or  persons  before  mentioned,  his 
or  their  executors,  administrators,  or  successors,  in  the  same 
manner  and  as  effectually  as  any  lessor  or  other  person  or 
persons  might  do  for  recovering  of  arrears  of  rent  due  on  any 
lease  for  hfe  or  lives  or  years  by  the  laws  then  in  being. 

In  a  few  years  afterwards,  it  was  enacted  {e),  that  no  rector 
or  tithe-owner,  in  right  of  his  rectory,  vicarage,  or  curacy,  or 
the  lessee  of  either  of  them  respectively,  who  should  agree  for 
or  let  his  tithes  of  common  field  lands  during  the  term  of  six 
years,  or  any  part  thereof,  by  virtue  of  the  act  under  notice, 
(13  Geo.  3.  c.  81,)  should  receive  any  fine,  foregift,  gratuity, 
or  compensation  whatever,  other  than  by  half-yearly  or  yearly 
payments  (/). 

The  general  inclosure  act  {g)  enabled  (A)  the  rector  or 

(e)  13  Geo.  3.  c  81,  entitled  ^  An  pastuie,  in  this  kingdom.'* 
Act  for  the  better  cnltiv»tion,  improve-  (/ )  Sect  23. 

menty  and  regnUttion  of  the  common  (g)  41  Geo.  3.  c.  109. 

amble  fields,  waehcs,  and  commons  of  (h)  Sect.  38. 
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vicar  for  the  time  being  of  any  parish  wherein  lands  in* 
tended  to  be  inclosed  should  be  situate^  by  indenture  under 
his  hand  and  seal^  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the 
bishop  of  the  diocese^  and  of  the  patron  of  the  rectory  or 
vicarage,  to  lease  the  land  allotted  to  such  rector  or  vicar 
by  virtue  of  the  act,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  twenty-one 
years,  to  commence  within  twelve  calendar  months  next  after 
the  executing  the  award;  so  that  the  rent  for  the  same 
should  be  reserved  to  the  rector  or  vicar  for  the  time  being, 
by  four  equal  quarterly  payments  in  every  year ;  and  so  that 
there  should  be  also  reserved  and  made  payable  to  such  rector 
or  vicar  the  best  and  most  improved  rent  that  could  reason- 
ably be  had  or  gotten  for  the  same,  without  taking  any  fine, 
foregift,  premium,  sum  of  money,  or  other  consideration,  for 
the  making  or  granting  any  such  lease ;  and  so  that  no  such 
lessee  by  any  such  lease  should  be  made  dispunishable  for 
waste  by  any  express  words  to  be  therein  contained;  and 
so  that  there  should  be  inserted  in  every  such  lease  power 
of  re-entry  on  non-payment  of  the  rent  thereby  reserved, 
within  a  reasonable  time  to  be  therein  limited,  after  the 
same  should  become  due;  and  so  that  a  counterpart  of 
such  lease  should  be  duly  executed  by  the  lessee.  And 
the  like  provision  is  contained  in  the  31st  section  of  the 
later  act  of  6  &  7  W.4(t). 

Whenever  any  lease  granted  by  any  rector,  vicar,  or  other 
incumbent,  under  the  powers  or  provisions  of  the  act  above 
noticed  {k),  by  any  means  becomes  forfeited  or  void,  or  is 
surrendered,  before  the  expiration  by  effluxion  of  time  of  the 
term  thereby  granted,  the  rector,  vicar,  or  other  incumbent, 
for  the  time  being  is  empowered  (/),  with  the  previous  consent 
of  the  ordinary,  and  patron,  to  grant  a  new  lease  of  the  lands 
so  demised,  for  such  term  of  years  as  shall,  at  the  time  of  such 
avoidance,  be  unexpired  of  the  original  term,  subject  never- 

(t)  6  &  ;  W.  4.  c  1 15,  entitled  <<  An  (k)  41  Geo.  3.  c.  109. 

Act  for  facilitatiiig  the  inclofitire  of  (0  1  &  2  Geo.  4.  c.  23.  s.  4.     And 

open  and  arable  fields  in  England  and  see  6  W.  4.  c.  20.  s.  7. 
Wales.'» 
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theless  to  the  provisions  and  conditions  contained  in  such 
original  lease,  and  then  remaining  nnperformed  and  capable 
of  having  effect. 

In  the  reign  of  WiUiam  the  4th,  it  was  fonnd  expedient, 
with  a  view  to  ulterior  alterations,  to  impose  certain  restric- 
tions on  the  renewal  of  leases  by  ecclesiastical  persons,  and 
it  was  provided  (m),  that,  after  the  passing  of  the  act,  no  arch- 
bishop, or  bishop,  ecclesiastical  corporation  sole  or  aggregate, 
dignitary,  canon,  or  prebendary,  or  other  spiritual  person, 
nor  any  master  or  guardian  of  any  hospital,  should  grant  any 
new  lease  of  any  house,  land,  tithes,  or  other  hereditaments, 
parcel  of  the  possessions  of  his  or  their  see,  chapter,  dignity, 
canonry,  prebend,  benefice,  or  hospital,  by  way  of  renewal  of 
any  lease  which  should  have  been  previously  granted  of  the 
same  for  two  or  more  lives,  until  one  or  more  of  the  persons 
for  whose  lives  such  lease  should  have  been  so  made  should 
die,  and  then  only  for  the  surviving  lives  or  life  and  for  such 
new  life  or  lives  as  together  with  the  life  or  lives  of  such  sur* 
vivor  or  survivors  should  make  up  the  number  of  lives,  not 
exceeding  three  in  the  whole,  for  which  such  lease  should 
have  been  so  made  as  thereinbefore  mentioned;  and  that, 
where  any  such  lease  should  have  been  granted  for  forty 
years,  no  such  archbishop,  bishop,  &c.,  should  grant  any  new 
lease  by  way  of  renewal  of  the  same,  until  fourteen  years 
of  such  lease  should  have  expired ;  and  that,  where  any  such 
lease  should  have  been  made  for  thirty  years,  no  such  arch- 
bishop, bishop,  &c.,  should  grant  any  new  lease  by  way  of 
renewal  of  the  same,  until  ten  years  of  such  lease  should  have 
expired ;  and  where  any  such  lease  should  have  been  granted 
for  twenty-one  years,  no  such  archbishop,  bishop,  &c.,  should 
grant  any  new  lease  by  way  of  renewal  of  the  same,  or  (in  the 
case  of  archbishops  or  bishops)  concurrently  therewith,  omtil 
seven  years  of  such  lease  should  have  expired ;  and  that,  where 
any  such  lease  should  have  been  granted  for  years,  no  such 
archbishop,  bishop,  &c.,  should  grant  any  lease  by  way  of 

<m)  6  W.  4.  c.  20.  B.  1,  which  received  the  royal  aneut  June  21, 1836. 
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renewal  of  the  same,  or  otherwise,  for  any  life  or  lives,  any 
law,  statute,  or  custom,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

It  was  further  enacted  (n),  that  whenever  any  archbishop, 
bishop,  &c.,  should  thereafter  grant  any  renewed  lease,  such 
lease  should  contain  a  recital  or  statement,  in  the  case  of  a 
lease  for  lives,  setting  forth  the  names  of  the  several  persons 
named  as  cestuis  que  vie  in  the  then  last  preceding  lease  of 
the  same  premises,  and  stating  which  of  such  persons,  if 
any,  should  be  then  dead,  or  for  whose  life  that  of  some 
other  person  had  been  exchanged  by  virtue  of  the  proviso 
thereinafter  contained;  and  in  case  of  a  lease  for  years, 
setting  forth  for  what  term  of  years  the  then  last  preceding 
lease  of  the  same  premises  was  granted,  and  how  much  of  such 
term  had  then  expired,  and  how  much  remained  to  come  and 
unexpired;  and(o)  that  every  such  recital  or  statement  should, 
so  far  as  should  relate  to  the  validity  of  the  lease  so  to  be 
granted,  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  conclusive  evidence  of 
the  truth  of  the  matter  so  recited  or  stated. 

The  third  section  declared,  that  every  person  executing  any 
such  lease  or  any  counterpart  thereof,  knowing  such  recital 
or  statement  to  be  false,  or  wilfolly  introducing,  or  aiding  or 
assisting  in  introducing,  any  such  recital  or  statement  into 
any  such  lease,  knowing  the  same  to  be  &lse,  or  preparing  or 
ingrossing  any  lease  or  counterpart  of  a  lease  containing  any 
such  false  recital  or  statement,  knowing  the  same  to  be  false, 
should  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  should,  in 
addition  to  any  punishment  to  which  he  might  be  liable, 
forfeit  to  any  person  suing  for  the  same  the  sum  of  500/.,  or, 
at  the  option  of  such  person,  five  years'  improved  annual  value 
of  the  hereditaments  comprised  in  such  lease. 

It  was  provided,  however  (jp),  that  where  it  should  be  certi* 
fied,  in  manner  thereinafter  mentioned,  that  for  ten  years 
preceding  the  passing  of  the  act  it  had  been  the  usual 
practice  (such  practice  having  in  the  case  of  a  corporation 
sole  commenced  prior  to  the  time  of  the  person  for  the  time 

(n)  Sect  2.  (o)  The  word  and  ia  not  in  the  act.  ( j>)  Sect  4. 
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being  representing  such  corporation)  to  renew  such  leases  for 
forty,  thirty,  or  twenty-one  years  respectively,  at  shorter 
periods  than  fourteen,  ten,  or  seven  years  respectively, 
nothing  in  the  act  contained  should  prevent  any  archbishop, 
bishop,  &c.,  firom  granting  a  renewed  lease  conformably  to 
such  usual  practice  j  provided  that  such  usual  practice  should 
be  made  to  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  archbishop  of  the 
province,  in  the  case  of  a  lease  granted  by  such  archbishop, 
or  by  a  bishop,  and,  in  the  case  of  a  lease  granted  by  any 
other  corporation  or  person,  to  the  satisfeu^on  of  such  arch- 
bishop and  also  of  the  bishop  having  jurisdiction  over  such 
corporation  or  person,  and  should  before  the  granting  of  such 
lease  be  certified  in  writing  under  the  hand  of  the  archbishop 
in  the  one  case,  and  of  the  archbishop  and  bishop  in  the 
other  case;  the  certificate  so  signed  by  an  archbishop  only  to 
be  afterwards  deposited  in  the  registry  of  such  archbishop, 
and  the  certificate  so  signed  by  an  archbishop  and  also  by  a 
bishop  to  be  afterwards  deposited  in  the  registry  of  such 
bishop ;  which  certificate  it  was  declared  should  be  conclusive 
evidence  of  the  facts  thereby  certified* 

It  was  also  enacted  (9),  that  nothing  in  the  act  contained 
should  prevent  any  archbishop,  bishop,  &c.,  firom  exchanging 
any  life  or  lives  in  being  for  which  any  lease  should  have 
been  granted,  and  accordingly  granting  any  renewed  lease 
with  a  view  to  efiSectuate  such  exchange  of  a  life  or  lives; 
provided  that  the  same  should  be  approved  of  (in  the  case  of 
an  archbishop)  by  his  majesty  in  council,  or  (in  the  case  of  a 
bishop)  by  the  archbishop  of  the  province,  or  (in  the  case  of 
any  inferior  corporation  or  person)  by  the  archbishop  of  the 
province  and  bishop  of  the  diocese,  such  approbation,  when 
required  to  be  given  by  his  majesty  in  council,  to  be  testified 
by  the  president  of  the  council  certifying  on  the  renewed 
lease  to  be  granted  such  approbation,  and  in  all  other  cases 
to  be  testified  by  the  person  or  persons  whose  approval  was 
thereby  required  certifying  on  such  renewed  lease  his  or  their 
approbation  of  the  same, 

(q)  Sect  5. 
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It  was  also  enacted  {r),  that  nothing  in  the  act  contained 
shotdd  prevent  any  grants  or  renewals  of  leases  which  might 
have  been  authorised  by  acts  of  parliament  specially  relating 
to  the  particular  estates  demised  by  such  leases. 

And  further  (»),  that  nothing  in  the  act  contained  should 
prevent  a  lease  firom  being  granted  with  a  view  to  confirm 
any  title  or  otherwise  for  the  life  or  lives  of  the  same  person 
or  persons^  or  for  the  lives  or  life  of  the  survivors  or  survivor 
of  them^  or  for  the  same  term  of  years,  and  commencing  at 
the  same  period,  as  the  lease  last  granted  for  a  life  or  lives, 
or  a  term  of  years  respectively. 

It  was  Airther  enacted  (t),  that  every  lease  contrary  to  the 
act  granted  since  the  first  day  of  March,  1836,  or  which 
should  be  granted  after  the  passing  of  the  act,  should  be  void 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever;  provided  that  nothing 
in  the  act  contained  should  be  deemed  to  affect  any  lease 
granted  or  to  be  granted  pursuant  to  any  covenant  or  agree- 
ment entered  into  previously  to  the  1st  day  of  March,  1836. 

The  restrictions,  however,  imposed  by  this  act  have  lately 
been  somewhat  relaxed  by  an  act  {u)  for  enabling  ecclesias- 
tical corporations  aggregate  and  sole  (with  some  few  excep- 
tions) to  grant  leases  for  long  terms  of  years  for  the  pur- 
poses of  building  and  improvement,  the  fifth  section  of 
which  empowers  the  corporations  therein  mentioned,  with  the 
consent  thereby  required,  to  confirm  any  lease,  grant,  or 
general  deed,  purporting  to  have  been  granted  or  made  under 
the  authority  of  the  act,  in  any  case  in  which  for  some 
technical  error,  informality,  or  irregularity  in  exercising  the 
powers  of  the  act,  such  lease,  grant,  or  deed,  shall  be  void- 
able or  questionable,  or  to  accept  an  actual  or  virtual  sur- 
render of  any  lease  or  grant  which  shall  have  been  made 
and  executed,  or  which  shall  purport  to  have  been  made 
and  executed,  by  virtue  of  the  act ;  and  so  far  as  regards 
any  mines,  minerals,  quarries,  or  beds,  watercourses,  ways, 

(r)  Sect  6.  (t*)  5  &  6  Vict  c.  108,  the  provi- 

(«)  Sect  7.  sioiiB  of  which  are  set  oat  at  length, 

(0  Sect  9.  post,  p.  269. 
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or  other  easements^  which  may  be  comprised  in  any  such 
surrendered  lease  or  grants  with  such  consent  as  thereinafter 
mentioned^  to  make  any  new  lease  or  grant  thereof  in  the  same 
manner  from  time  to  time  as  if  the  powers  of  leasing  therein 
contained  had  not  been  previously  exercised ;  and  so  far  as 
regards  any  lands  and  houses  comprised  in  any  such  sur- 
rendered lease  which  may  have  been  granted  for  building 
or  repairing  purposes^  in  any  case  where,  at  the  time  when 
such  surrender  shall  be  accepted,  one  fourth  part  or  more 
than  one  fourth  part  of  the  term  originally  granted  shall 
remain  unexpired,  with  such  consent  as  therein  mentioned, 
to  make  anew  lease,  or  several  apportioned  leases,  of  the  lands 
and  houses  comprised  in  such  surrendered  lease,  for  any  time 
not  exceeding  the  then  residue  of  the  term  granted,  or  men- 
tioned or  intended  to  be  granted,  by  such  surrendered  lease ; 
and  so  far  as  regards  any  lands  and  houses  comprised  in 
any  such  surrendered  lease  which  may  have  been  granted 
for  building  or  repairing  purposes,  in  any  case  where,  at  the 
time  when  such  surrender  shall  be  accepted,  less  than  one 
fourth  part  of  the  term  originally  granted  shall  remain 
unexpired,  with  such  consent  as  therein  aforesaid,  to  make 
any  new  lease  or  grant  thereof,  in  the  same  manner  as  far  as 
may  be  applicable,  as  if  the  powers  of  leasing  therein  con« 
tained  had  not  been  exercised. 

.  And  the  16th  section  declares,  that  any  lease  or  leases 
may  be  granted  under  the  powers  of  the  set,  on  the  surrender 
of  any  existing  lease  or  leases  which  shall  not  have  been 
granted  under  the  provisions  of  the  act,  of  all  or  any  part  of 
the  premises  proposed  to  be  comprised  in  such  new  lease 
or  leases,  and  may  be  granted  either  to  the  person  or  per- 
sons surrendering  the  existing  lease  or  leases,  or  to  any  other 
person  or  persons  whomsoever ;  and  each  holder  of  any  exist- 
ing lease  or  leases  granted  otherwise  than  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act,  of  any  lands  or  houses,  or  of  any  mines, 
minerals,  quarries,  or  beds,  which,  if  not  in  lease,  would  be 
capable  of  being  leased  under  the  powers  of  the  act,  is 
thereby  authorised  to  surrender  such  lease  or  leases  with  a 
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Tiew  to  the  granting  of  a  new  lease  or  several  new  leases 
thereof,  or  of  any  part  thereof,  under  the  powers  of  the  act^ 
whether  at  the  time  of  making  such  surrender  the  period  at 
which  such  existing  lease  or  leases  may  be  legally  or  accus- 
tomably  renewable  shall  or  shall  not  have  arrived. 

Doubts  having  been  entertained  on  the  2nd  section  of 
the  act  of  6  W.  4.  c.  20,  as  to  the  validity  of  leases  granted 
since  the  Ist  of  March,  1886^  or  to  be  thereafter  granted 
by  any  archbishop,  bishop,  &c.,  and  not  containing  such 
recital  as  was  thereby  required,  it  was  shortly  afterwards 
enacted  (v),  that  no  lease  granted  or  to  be  thereafter  granted 
by  any  archbishop,  bishop,  &c.,  should  be  deemed  to  be 
void  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  6  W.  4,  c.  20,  by 
reason  only  of  its  not  containing  such  recital  or  statement  as 
therein  mentioned ;  provided  that  whenever  any  ardibishop, 
bishop,  &c.,  should  thereafter  grant  any  such  renewed  l^ase, 
and  such  lease  should  contain  such  recital  or  statement  as  in 
the  act  is  mentioned,  every  such  recital  or  statement  should, 
so  far  as  should  relate  to  the  validity  of  the  lease  so  to  be 
granted,  be  deemed  to  be  conclusive  evidence  of  the  truth  of 
the  matter  so  recited. 

By  a  late  act  («r),  it  has  been  provided  (y),  that  if,  for  the 
purpose  of  more  fiilly  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  3  &  4  Vict.  c.  113,  relative  to  augmentations,  it  shall 
appear  to  the  ecclesiastical  commissioners  for  England  and  to 
any  bishop  or  chapter  to  be  expedient  that  any  land  belong* 
ing  to  such  bishop  or  chapter  adjacent  to  or  situate  within 
the  distance  of  twenty  imles  from  any  city  or  town  should  be 
let  or  sold  for  purposes  of  building  or  other  improvement^  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  such  bishop  or  chapter,  as  the  case  may 
be,  with  the  consent  of  the  said  commissioners  under  their 
common  seal,  to  grant  any  lease  or  leases  of  such  land  for 
such  period  or  periods,  and  upon  such  conditions,  as  the  said 
commissioners,  having  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  shall  deem  just  and  equitable^  or,  with  the  like  consent, 

(»)  6  A  7  W.  4.  a  64.  («)  4  &  6  Vict  c  39.  (y)  Sect.  26. 
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to  convey  the  said  land  in  fee-simple  for  sucli  price  as  shall 
appear  to  the  said  commissioners  to  be  the  full  value  thereof; 
provided  that  the  rent  in  the  former  case^  or  the  purchase- 
money  in  the  latter  case^  after  reserving  to  the  bishop  or 
chapter^  as  the  case  may  be^  an  annual  payment^  equal  to  the 
amount  theretofore  enjoyed  in  respect  of  the  land  so  let  or 
sold^  shall  be  wholly  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  said  act^ 
the  consent  of  the  said  commissioners  being  in  all  cases 
necessary  to  the  particular  application  thereof;  provided  also, 
that,  if  it  be  deemed  expedient  with  a  view  to  the  better 
effecting  of  such  purposes,  such  rent  or  purchase-money,  or 
any  part  thereof,  may,  with  the  like  consent,  be  at  any  time 
reinvested  in  the  purchase  of  land. 

Additional  facilities  have  been  conferred  on  the  ecelesias- 
tical  body  by  two  acts  of  parliament  passed  in  the  present 
reign,  the  former  of  which  (z)  enables  incumbents  of  eccle- 
siastical benefices  to  demise  the  lands  belonging  to  their  be^ 
nefices  on  farming  leases ;  the  latter  {a)  enables  ecclesiastical 
corporations  aggregate  and  sole,  with  some  few  exceptions, 
to  grant  leases  for  long  terms  of  years  for  the  purposes  of 
building  or  improvement.  But  as  the  conditions  connected 
with  the  exercise  of  the  power  are  numerous  and  particular^ 
it  is  necessary  to  state  them  in  detail. 

By  the  former  of  these  acts,  after  reciting  that  it  would  be 
advantageous  to  ecclesiastical  benefices  if  the  incumbents 
thereof  were  empowered,  with  such  consent  and  under  such 
restrictions  as  thereinafter  expressed,  to  demise  the  lands  of 
or  belonging  to  the  same  for  a  term  of  years  certain,  for 
farming  purposes,  it  was  enacted  (&),  that  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  incumbent  for  the  time  being  of  any  benefice,  (the 
term  "  benefice ''  comprehending  (c)  every  rectory,  vicarage, 
perpetual  curacy,  donative,  endowed  public  chapel,  parochial 
chapelry,  and  district  chapelry,  the  incumbent  of  which  in 
right  thereof  shall  be  a  corporation  sole,)  from  time  to  time, 
by  deed  under  his  hand  and  seal,  with  the  consent  of  the  patron 

Of)  5  Vict  8686.  2.  c.  27.  (6)  Sect   1. 

(o)  5  &  6  Vict  c.  Ids.  (c)  Sect  15. 
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of  such  benefice^  and  of  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  wherein  the 
same  is  locally  situated ;  and,  where  the  lands  proposed  to  be 
leased  are  of  copyhold  or  customary  tenure,  with  the  consent 
also  of  the  lord  for  the  time  being  of  the  manor  of  which  the 
same  are  holden,  in  any  case  where  the  lease  proposed  to  be 
granted  cannot  according  to  the  custom  of  the  manor  be 
effectually  made  without  the  license  of  the  lord;  such  re- 
spective consents  to.  be  testified  by  the  persons  whose  con- 
sents are  by  the  act  required  respectively  being  parties  to,  and 
signing  and  sealing,  such  deeds  before  the  execution  thereof  by 
such  incumbent,  to  lease  any  part  of  the  glebe  lands  or  other 
lands  of  or  belonging  to  such  benefice,  either  with  or  without 
any  farm-houses,  cottages,  bams,  or  other  agricultural  build- 
ings or  conveniences,  parcel  of  or  belonging  to  such  benefice, 
to  any  person  whomsoever  {d),  for  any  term  of  years  not 
exceeding  fourteen  years,  to  take  effect  in  possession,  and 
not  in  reversion  or  by  way  of  future  interest ;  so  that  there 
be  reserved  on  every  such  lease,  payable  to  the  incumbent 
for  the  time  being  of  such  benefice,  quarterly  in  every  year 
during  the  continuance  of  the  term  thereby  granted,  the  best 
and  most  improved  yearly  rent  that  can  be  reasonably  gotten 
for  the  same,  without  taking  any  fine,  foregift,  premium,  or 
other  consideration,  for  granting  such  lease ;  and  so  that  no 
such  lessee  be  made  dispunishable  for  waste  by  any  clause  or 
words  to  be  contained  in  such  lease;  and  so  that  the  lessee 
do  thereby  covenant  with  the  incumbent  granting  such  lease, 
and  his  successors,  for  due  payment  of  the  rent  thereby  to  be 
reserved,  and  of  all  taxes,  charges,  rates,  assessments,  and 
impositions  whatsoever,  payable  in  respect  of  the  premises 
leased ;  that  he  will  not  assign  or  xmderlet  the  hereditaments 
comprised  in  such  lease,  or  any  part  thereof,  for  all  or  any 
part  of  the  term  thereby  granted,  without  the  consent  of  the 
bishop  of  the  diocese  for  the  time  being,  and  the  patron  and 
incumbent  for  the  time  being  of  the  said  benefice,  to  be  tes- 
tified by  their  respectively  being  parties  to,  and  sealing  and 

(d)  The  word  ^  person  *'  being  con-      and  any  corporation  aggregate  or  sole, 
Btrued  to  include  the  Qneen's  Majesty,      as  well  as  a  private  individual ;  Sect  15. 
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deliyering,  tlie  deed  or  mstrument  by  which  any  assignment 
or  underlease  of  the  same  premises^  or  any  part  thereof^  may 
be  effected;  and  that  he  will  in  all  respects  cultivate  and 
manage  the  lands  and  hereditaments  thereby  leased  according 
to  the  most  improred  system  of  husbandry  in  that  part  of  the 
countiy  where  such  lands  and  hereditaments  are  locally  situ- 
ated, so  £Bff  as  such  system  may  not  be  inconsistent  with  any 
express  stipulation  to  be  contained  in  such  lease ;  and  that 
he  will  keep,  and  at  the  end  of  the  term  leave,  all  the  lands 
comprised  in  such  lease,  together  with  the  gates,  drains,  and 
fences  of  every  description,  and  other  fixtures  and  things 
thereupon  or  belonging  thereto,  in  good  and  substantial 
repair  and  condition ;  and  that  he  will  at  all  times  during 
the  continuance  of  the  term  keep  the  buildings  comprised  in 
such  lease,  or  to  be  erected  during  the  term  upon  the  lands 
thereby  demised,or  on  any  part  thereof,insured  against  damage 
by  fire,  in  the  joint  names  of  the  lessee,  his  executors  or  admi- 
nistrators, and  of  the  incumbent  of  the  benefice  for  the  time 
being,  in  three-fourths  at  the  least  of  the  value  thereof;  and 
that  he  will  lay  out  the  money  to  be  received  by  virtue  of  any 
such  insurance,  and  all  such  other  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 
necessary,  in  substantially  rebuilding,  repairing,  and  rein- 
stating, under  the  direction  of  a  surveyor  to  be  for  that 
purpose  appointed  by  the  incumbent  of  such  benefice  for  the 
time  being  and  such  lessee,  by  some  writing  under  their 
respective  hands,  such  messuages  or  buildings  as  shall  be 
destroyed  or  damaged  by  fire ;  and  so  that  there  be  inserted 
in  every  such  lease  a  reservation,  for  the  use  of  such  incimi- 
bent  and  his  successors,  of  all  timber  trees  and  trees  likely  to 
become  timber,  and  of  all  saplings  and  underwoods,  and  of 
all  mines  and  minerals,  except  as  is  after  in  the  act  pro- 
vided (e) ;  and  also  a  power  of  re-entry  in  case  the  rent 
thereby  to  be  reserved  shall  be  unpaid  for  the  space  of 
twenty-one  days  next  after  the  same  shall  become  due,  or 
in  case  the  lessee  shall  be  convicted  of  felony,   or  shall 

(«)  Post,  p.  260. 

s2 


260  OF  THE  CONTRACTING  PARTIES.  [PaBT  III. 

become  a  bankrupt^  or  shall  take  the  benefit  of  any  act 
or  acts  of  parliament  in  force  or  after  to  be  passed  for 
the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors^  or  shall  compound  his  debts^ 
or  assign  over  his  estate  and  effects  for  payment  thereof^  or 
in  case  any  execution  shall  issue  against  him  or  his  effects^ 
or  in  case  such  lessee  shall  not  from  time  to  time  duly 
observe  and  perform  all  the  covenants  and  agreements  on 
his  part  in  such  lease  to  be  contained;  and  so  that  the 
lessee  in  each  such  lease  do  execute  the  same  or  a  coun- 
terpart thereof:  Provided  always^  that  any  stipulation^ 
covenant^  condition^  or  agreement^  in  any  such  lease  to  be 
contained^  on  the  part  of  the  lessee^  for  the  adoption  and 
use  of  any  particular  mode  or  system  of  cultivation^  or 
for  the  drainage^  or  subdividing^  or  embanking^  or  warping^ 
(in  those  places  where  the  system  of  improvement  of  land 
called  ''warping"  is  or  may  be  practised^)  of  all  or  any  of  the 
lands  comprised  in  such  lease^  or  for  the  erection  of  any 
new  or  additional  farm-houses^  bams^  or  outhouses^  or  other 
farm-buildings^  which  the  condition  or  local  situation  of  the 
lands  to  be  comprised  in  such  lease  may  require  or  render 
expedient^  or  for  putting  in  repair  any  houses^  edifices,  or 
buildings,  to  be  comprised  in  any  such  lease,  or  for  making 
any  substantial  improvements  on  the  premises,  or  for  the 
reservation  or  payment  of  any  additional  rent  or  rents, 
or  penalty,  on  breach  of  any  of  the  covenants  or  agreements 
contained  in  any  such  lease,  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  a  fine, 
foregift,  premium,  or  consideration  for  the  granting  of  such 
leases  within  the  meaning  of  the  act :  Provided  also,  that 
nothing  therein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  preclude  the 
lessor  in  any  such  lease  from  covenanting  that  the  lessee 
shall  be  entitled  to  have  or  take  from  off  the  demised  pre- 
mises, brick  earth,  stone,  lime,  or  other  materials,  for  the 
erection  or  repair  of  any  buildings,  or  for  the  construction  or 
repair  of  drains,  or  for  any  other  necessary  improvements,  and 
sufficient  rough  timber,  to  be  assigned  by  the  incumbent  for 
the  time  being,  or  his  agent  duly  authorised,  for  any  of  the 
purposes  before  mentioned,  and  for  the  making  or  repair  of 
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gates  and  fences:  Provided  also,  that  the  custom  of  the 
country  as  to  outgoing  tenants  shall  apply  to  each  lease  to 
be  granted  under  the  act,  except  so  far  as  the  lease  shall 
contain  any  express  stipulation  to  the  contrary :  Provided 
also,  that  the  term  to  be  granted  by  any  such  lease  may  be 
twenty  years  in  any  case  where  the  lessee  shall  covenant 
thereby  to  adopt  and  use  any  mode  or  system  of  cultivation 
more  expensive  than  the  usual  course,  or  to  drain  and  sub- 
divide, or  embank  and  warp,  at  his  expense,  any  part  of  the 
demised  premises,  or  to  erect,  at  his  own  expense,  on  the 
premises,  any  buildings,  or  to  repair  in  a  more  extensive 
manner,  and  at  a  greater  expense,  than  is  usually  required 
of  lessees  of  farms,  any  buildings  on  the  demised  premises,  or 
in  any  other  manner  to  improve,  at  his  expense,  the  demised 
premises  or  any  part  thereof. 

The  authority  given  by  the  act  is  not  to  render  valid  any 
lease,  unless  the  parsonage-house,  or  other  the  house  of  resi- 
dence belonging  to  the  benefice,  and  all  offices,  outbuildings, 
yards,  gardens,  orchards,  and  plantations,  to  such  parsonage- 
house,  or  other  house  of  residence,  adjoining  and  appurtenant, 
and  which  may  be  necessary  or  convenient  for  actual  occupa- 
tion with  such  parsonage-house,  or  other  house  of  residence, 
and  also  so  much  glebe  land  or  other  land  of  or  belonging  to 
the  benefice,  and  situated  the  most  conveniently  for  actual 
occupation  by  the  incumbent,  as,  together  with  the  site  of  such 
parsonage-house,  or  other  house  of  residence,  offices,  and 
outbuildings,  and  with  such  yards,  gardens,  orchards,  and 
plantations,  shall  amount  to  ten  acres  at  least,  if  there  shall 
be  ten  or  more  acres  of  such  land  situated  within  five  miles 
firom  the  parsonage,  or  other  the  house  of  residence,  or  if 
there  shall  be  less  than  ten  acres  so  situated,  then  the  whole 
of  such  land,  shall  be  reserved  out  of,  or  not  be  comprised  in, 
such  lease^  and  not  be  comprised  in  any  subsisting  lease  for 
the  time  being  which  shall  have  been  previously  granted 
under  the  authority  of  the  act :  but  in  any  case  where  the 
lands  comprised  in  any  lease  so  granted  shall  be  situate  five 
miles  or  upwards  from  the  parsonage-house,  or  other  the 
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house  of  residence^  or  (in  case  there  shall  be  no  parsonage 
house  or  other  house  of  residence)  from  the  church  or  chapel 
of  the  benefice  to  which  such  lands  shall  belongs  the  provi- 
sion for  the  reservation  of  a  stipulated  number  of  acres  of  the 
glebe  land^  or  other  land^  of  or  belonging  to  the  benefice  is 
not  to  be  appUcable  (/). 

Whenever  a  lease  is  intended  to  be  granted  under  the 
authority  of  this  act,  a  competent  land-surveyor  is  to  be 
appointed  by  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  and  the  patron  and 
incumbent  of  the  benefice,  by  writing  under  their  hands ;  and 
such  surv^or  is  to  make  a  map  or  plan  under  an  actual  sur- 
vey of  the  lands  proposed  to  be  leased,  and  of  the  other  lands 
belonging  to  the  benefice,  or  of  such  part  or  parts  of  the  said 
other  lands  as  will  sufficiently  show  to  the  .bishop  and  patron 
the  relative  positions  or  local  situations  and  quantities  of  the 
lands  proposed  to  be  leased,  and  of  the  lands  (if  any)  intended 
to  be  reserved,  and  as  will  enable  them  to  form  an  accurate 
judgment  of  the  situation  and  convenience  for  actual  occupa- 
tion of  the  lands  intended  to  be  reserved ;  and  the  surveyor 
is  to  certify  that  the  lands  intended  to  be  leased,  and  such 
buildings  and  other  hereditaments  (if  any)  intended  to  be 
leased  therewith,  are  proper  to  be  leased,  and  (in  any  case 
where  the  provision  respecting  the  reservation  of  a  stipulated 
nimiber  of  acres  may  be  applicable)  that  the  lands  intended 
to  remain  unlet  are  such  part  of  the  glebe  land,  or  other  land, 
belonging  to  the  benefice,  as  is  situated  the  most  conveniently 
for  actual  occupation  by  the  incumbent  thereof;  and  the  sur- 
veyor is  also  to  make  a  valuation  on  actual  survey  of  the  lands 
and  hereditaments  proposed  to  be  leased,  and  report  what  is 
the  best  yearly  rent  which  ought  to  be  reserved  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, and  to  state  the  course  of  husbandry  or  manage- 
ment which  ought  in  his  opinion  to  be  adopted  by  the  tenant; 
and  in  any  case  where  it  is  proposed  that  the  lease  shall  con- 
tain special  covenants  on  the  part  of  the  lessee  for  the  drain- 
age, or  subdividing,  or  embanking,  or  warping,  of  all  or  any 
of  the  lands  to  be  comprised  in  the  lease,  or  for  the  erection 
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of  any  new  or  additional  faxm-houses^  bams^  or  outhouses^  or 
other  farm-buildings^  or  for  putting  in  repair  any  houses^ 
edifices^  or  buildings^  to  be  comprised  in  the  lease^  or  for 
making  any  substantial  improvement  in  the  premises^  the 
surveyor  is  to  certify  that  in  his  opinion  the  covenants  for 
those  purposes  are  proper  covenants  to  be  entered  into  by 
the  lessee  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case;  and  he  is  to 
state  the  amount  by  which  the  yearly  rent  ought  in  his  judg- 
ment to  be  diminished  in  respect  of  the  lessee  entering  into 
such  covenants ;  and  in  any  case  where  it  is  proposed  that 
the  lessee  shall  be  entitled  to  have  from  off  the  demised  pre- 
mises brick  earthy  stones^  lime^  or  other  materials^  or  rough 
timber^  he  is  also  to  certify  that  in  his  opinion  the  covenants 
on  the  part  of  the  lessor  for  those  purposes  are  proper  to  be 
entered  into,  and  that  he  has  taken  the  matter  into  his  con- 
sideration  in  estimating  the  amount  of  rent  to  be  reserved ; 
and  such  surveyor  is  in  all  cases  also  to  report  upon  and 
state  such  other  matters  or  things  (if  any)  connected  with 
such  intended  lease  as  he  shall,  by  such  bishop,  patron,  and 
incumbent,  or  any  of  them,  be  directed  to  report  upon ;  and 
the  map,  or  plan,  certificate,  valuation,  and  report  of  the  sur- 
veyor, are  to  be  signed  by  him,  and  verified  by  his  declaration 
to  be  made  before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  and  immediately 
upon  the  completion  thereof  respectively  are  to  be  delivered 
to  the  bishop.  In  all  cases,  however,  in  which  there  shall  be 
in  the  possession  of  the  bishop,  or  of  the  patron  or  incum- 
bent, or  of  the  parish  officers  of  the  parish  in  which  such 
benefice  may  be  comprised,  any  map  or  plan  made  under  an 
actual  survey  of  the  parish,  or  of  such  part  thereof  as  shall 
include  the  lands  proposed  to  be  demised,  a  copy  of,  or  an 
extract  firom,  such  map  or  plan  may  be  substituted  for  the 
map  or  plan  by  the  act  directed  to  be  made  by  any  such 
surveyor  {g). 

The  receipt  in  writing  of  the  incumbent  by  whom  the  lease 
shall  be  granted,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  counter- 
part, or  an  attested  copy  where  there  shall  be  only  one  part 
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of  such  lease^  and  signed  by  the  incumbent,  and  indorsed  on 
the  lease,  is  to  be  conclusive  evidence  that  the  counterpart  or 
lease  (as  the  case  maj  be)  has  been  duly  executed  by  the 
lessee,  and  also,  where  there  shall  be  only  one  part  of  such 
lease,  that  the  attested  copy  is  a  true  and  faithful  transcript 
of  the  original  lease ;  and  the  execution  of  the  lease  by  the 
bishop  and  patron,  whose  consents  are  made  requisite,  is 
to  be  conclusive  evidence  that  the  lease  does  not  comprise 
any  lands  which  ought  not  to  be  leased,  and  that  a  proper 
portion  of  the  glebe  land  remains  unleased,  and  that  the  rent 
reserved  is  the  best  and  most  improved  rent  that  could  be 
reasonably  gotten  at  the  time  of  granting  the  lease,  and 
that  all  the  covenants  contained  in  the  lease  are  proper 
covenants  (A). 

No  surrender  of  any  lease  which  shall  be  made  under  the 
authority  of  the  act  is  to  be  valid  to  any  purpose  whatsoever 
unless  the  bishop  and  the  patron  and  incumbent  respectively 
be  made  parties  to  and  execute  the  deed  or  instrument 
by  which  such  surrender  shall  be  made;  and  every  such 
surrender  is  to  have  operation  from  the  time  only  when  such 
deed  or  instrument  shall  have  been  executed  by  all  the 
persons  whose  execution  thereof  is  required  (t). 

All  the  powers,  authorities,  and  duties,  by  the  act  given  to, 
or  imposed  upon,  the  bishop  of  any  diocese  are,  with  respect 
to  the  several  peculiars  locally  situated  within  such  diocese, 
to  be  exercised  and  performed  by  the  archbishop  or  bishop  to 
whom  such  peculiars  may  respectively  belong,  and  not  by  the 
bishop  within  whose  diocese  such  peculiar  shall  be  locally 
situated;  but,  with  respect  to  all  peculiars  belonging  to  any 
other  person  than  archbishops  or  bishops,  such  powers, 
authorities,  and  duties,  are  to  be  exercised  and  performed  by 
the  bishop  of  the  diocese  within  which  such  peculiars  shall  be 
locally  situate  (A:). 

Whenever  the  consent  of  the  patron  of  the  benefice,  or  of 
the  lord  of  the  manor,  is  required,  and  the  patron  or  the  lord 
(as  the  case  may  be)  shall  be  a  minor,  idiot,  lunatic,  or  feme 
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covert;  or  beyond  seas^  the  guardian^  committee^  husband^  or 
attorney^  (as  the  case  may  be^)  of  such  patron  or  lord  (but  in 
the  case  of  a  feme  covert^  not  being  a  minor^  idiot^  or  lunatic, 
or  beyond  seas,  with  her  consent  in  writings)  may  execute  the 
instrument  by  which  such  consent  is  to  be  testified,  in  testi- 
mony of  the  consent  of  such  patron  or  lord ;  and  such  execu- 
tion is,  for  the  purposes  of  the  act,  to  be  deemed  to  be  an 
execution  by  the  patron  or  by  the  lord  (as  the  case  may 
be)  (I). 

Where  the  consent  of  the  patron  is  required,  and  the 
patronage  of  the  benefice  shall  be  in  the  crown,  the  consent 
of  the  crown  is  to  be  thus  testified : — ^if  the  benefice  shall  be 
abore  the  yearly  value  of  20/.  in  the  King's  books,  the 
instrument  by  which  such  consent  shall  be  testified  is  to  be 
executed  by  the  lord  high  treasurer,  or  first  lord  commis- 
sioner of  the  treasury,  for  the  time  being ;  and  if  such  benefice 
shall  not  exceed  the  yearly  value  of  20/.  in  the  King's  books, 
such  instrument  is  to  be  executed  by  the  lord  chancellor,  or 
lord  keeper,  or  lords  commissioners  of  the  great  seal,  for  the 
time  being;  and  if  such  benefice  shall  be  within  the  patronage 
of  the  crown  in  right  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  such  instru- 
ment is  to  be  executed  by  the  chancellor  of  the  duchy  for 
the  time  being;  and  the  execution  of  such  instrument  by 
such  person  or  persons  is  to  be  deemed,  for  the  purposes  of 
the  act,  to  be  an  execution  by  the  patron  of  the  benefice  {m). 

Where  the  consent  of  the  patron  is  required,  and  the  right 
of  patronage  shall  be  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  duchy  of 
Cornwall,  the  consent  of  the  patron  is  to  be  thus  testified: — 
the  instrument  by  which  such  consent  is  to  be  testified  shall, 
whenever  there  shall  be  a  duke  of  Cornwall,  whether  he  be 
of  full  age,  or  otherwise,  be  under  his  great  or  privy  seal;  or 
if  there  be  no  duke  of  Cornwall,  and  such  benefice  shall  be 
in  the  patronage  of  the  crown  in  right  of  the  duchy  of  Corn- 
wall, such  instrument  is  to  be  executed  by  the  person  or 
persons  authorised  to  testify  the  consent  of  the  crown;  and 
such  instrument,  being  so  sealed  or  executed,  is  to  be  deemed, 
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for  the  purposes  of  the  wet,  to  be  an  execution  by  the  patron 
of  the  benefice  (n). 

Where  the  consent  of  the  patron^  or  of  the  lord  of  tiie 
manor^  is  required^  and  the  patronage  of  the  benefice^  or  (as 
the  case  may  be)  the  lordship  of  the  manor,  shall  belong  to 
any  dean  and  chapter^  or  collegiate  or  other  corporate  body 
having  a  common  seal|  the  consent  of  such  dean  and  diapter, 
or  collegiate  or  other  corporate  body,  is  to  be  testified  by  the 
sealing  of  the  instrument  by  which  such  consent  is  to  be 
testified  with  the  common  seal  of  such  dean  and  chapter, 
collegiate  or  other  corporate  body  (o). 

The  person  or  persons  (if  not  more  than  two),  or  the 
majority  of  the  persons  (if  more  than  two),  or  the  corpora* 
tion,  who  or  which  would  for  the  time  being  be  entitled  to 
the  turn  or  right  of  presentation  to  any  benefice  if  the  same 
were  then  vacant,  are  to  be  considered  to  be  the  patron 
thereof:  provided,  that,  in  case  of  the  patronage  being  exer- 
cised alternately  by  diffSrarent  patrons,  the  person  or  persons 
(if  not  more  than  two),  or  the  majority  of  the  persons  (if 
more  than  two),  or  the  corporation  who  or  which  would  for 
the  time  being  be  entitled  to  the  second  turn  or  right  of 
presentation  to  any  benefice,  if  the  same  were  then  vacant, 
shall,  for  the  purposes  of  the  act,  jointly  with  the  person  or 
persons  or  corporation  entitled  to  the  first  turn  or  right  of 
presentation,  be  considered  to  be  the  patron  thereof  (p). 

Whenever  any  person  shall  sustain  any  more  than  one  of 
the  characters  of  bishop,  patron,  lord  of  the  manor,  and 
incumbent,  in  respect  of  any  benefice  to  which  the  provisions 
of  the  act  extend,  every  such  person  shall  or  may  at  any  time 
act  in  both  or  all  of  the  characters  which  he  shall  so  sustain, 
and  execute  and  do  all  such  deeds  and  acts  as  are  by  the  act 
authorised  to  be  executed  and  done,  as  effectually  as  different 
persons,  each  sustaining  one  of  those  characters,  could  execute 
and  do  the  same  (q). 

Whenever  any  lands  or  hereditaments  proposed  to  be 
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leased  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  shall  be  vested  in  tms- 
tees  for  the  incumbent^  so  that  the  net  income^  or  three- 
fourth  parts  at  the  least  of  the  net  income^  of  such  lands  and 
hereditaments  shall  be  payable  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of 
such  incumbent^  all  the  powers  of  the  act  which^  in  case  such 
lands  and  hereditaments  had  been  legally  vested  in  such 
incumbent  for  his  sole  and  exclusive  benefit^  might  have 
been  exercised  by  such  incumbent  in  relation  to  the  same 
lands  and  hereditaments^  shall  or  may  be  exercised  by  the 
incumbent  in  the  same  or  the  like  manner  as  the  same  might 
have  been  exercised  by  him  in  case  the  same  lands  and  here- 
ditaments were  legally  vested  in  him;  but,  in  order  to  give 
legal  effect  to  any  lease,  the  trustees  are  to  be  made  parties 
thereto,  in  addition  to  the  other  parties  whose  eoncurrence  is 
declared  to  be  requisite  to  any  such  lease,  and  are  to  join  in 
the  demise;  and  the  trustees  are  by  the  act  directed  and 
required  at  all  times  to  execute  any  lease  to  which  they  may 
be  made  parties,  with  a  view  to  give  legal  effect  to  any  such 
lease,  as  soon  as  the  same  may  be  tendered  to  them  for 
execution,  after  the  same  shall  have  been  duly  executed  by 
the  incumbent  beneficially  entitled  to  such  premises  and  the 
bishop  and  patron,  whose  consents  are  declared  to  be  requisite; 
and  the  fact  that  any  such  lease  is  executed  by  the  said  other 
parties,  is  to  be  a  sufficient  authority  for  the  execution  thereof 
by  the  trustees ;  and  it  shall  not  at  any  time  afterwards  be 
necessary  for  such  trustees,  or  for  any  other  persons,  to  prove 
that  such  deed  was  executed  by  such  other  parties,  or  any  of 
them,  prior  to  the  execution  thereof  by  such  trustees ;  pro- 
vided that  no  trustee  is  to  be  compellable  to  execute  any 
lease  whereby  he  shall  render  himself  in  any  way  liable 
further  than  by  a  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment  by  any  lessee 
against  the  acts  of  the  trustee  executing  such  deed  (r). 

The  part  of  every  lease  granted  under  the  act  which  shall 
belong  to  any  incumbent,  or,  in  case  there  shall  not  be  more 
than  one  part  of  any  such  lease,  an  attested  copy  thereof,  and 
every  surrender  to  be  made  under  the  act,  together  with  the 
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writing  by  wUcli  a  surveyor  shall  have  been  appointed,  and 
the  map  or  plan^  or  copy  of^  or  extract  firom^  a  map  or  plan, 
(as  the  case  may  be,)  certificate,  valuation,  and  report, 
directed  to  be  made  before  the  granting  of  such  lease,  are, 
within  six  calendar  months  next  after  the  date  of  such  lease, 
to  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  one  of  the  registrars  of  the 
diocese  wherein  such  benefice  shall  be  locally  situated,  to 
be  kept  and  preserved  therein,  except  where  the  benefice 
shall  be  under  the  peculiar  jurisdiction  of  any  archbishop  or 
bishop,  in  which  case  the  several  documents  before  mentioned 
are  to  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  registrar  of  the  pecu- 
liar jurisdiction  to  which  such  benefice  shall  be  subject ;  and 
such  registrars  respectively,  or  their  respective  deputies,  are, 
upon  any  such  deposit  being  so  made,  to  sign  and  give  unto 
the  incumbent  a  certificate  of  such  deposit ;  and  such  lease, 
or  attested  copy,  and  other  documents  so  to  be  deposited, 
are  to  be  produced,  at  all  proper  and  usual  hours,  at  such 
registry,  to  the  incumbent  of  the  benefice  for  the  time  being, 
or  to  the  patron  of  such  benefice  for  the  time  being,  or  to 
any  person  on  their  or  either  of  their  behalf,  applying  to 
inspect  the  same;  and  an  office  copy  thereof,  respectively 
certified  under  the  hand  of  the  registrar  or  his  deputy,  (and 
which  office  copy  so  certified  the  registrar  or  his  deputy  is  in 
all  cases,  upon  application  in  that  behalf,  to  give  to  the 
incumbent  for  the  time  being,)  is  in  any  action  against  the 
lessee,  and  in  all  other  cases,  to  be  admitted  and  allowed  in 
all  courts  whatsoever  as  legal  evidence  of  the  contents  of 
such  lease,  or  of  any  such  other  document,  and  of  the  due 
execution  of  the  counterpart  of  such  lease  by  the  lessee,  if 
there  shall  be  any  counterpart,  and  of  the  due  execution  of 
the  lease,  and  of  every  such  other  document,  by  the  parties 
who  on  the  face  of  such  office  copy  shall  appear  to  have 
executed  the  same ;  and  every  such  registrar  is  to  be  entitled 
to  the  sum  of  5^.,  and  no  more,  for  so  depositing  the  docu- 
ments directed  to  be  deposited,  and  for  certifying  the  deposit 
thereof,  and  the  sum  of  1^.,  and  no  more,  for  each  search 
and  inspection^  and  the  sum  of  6d.,  and  no  more,  over  and 


Ch.  1. 8.  IV.]   WHO  lessors: — ecclesiast:  corporations.    269 

besides  the  stamp  duty  (if  any),  for  each  folio  of  seventy-two 
words  of  each  office  copy  so  certified  (s). 

The  latter  of  the  acts  above  referred  to  {t),  after  notidng 
that  it  would  be  advantageous  to  the  estates  of  ecclesiastical 
corporations,  aggregate  and  sole,  and  for  the  interests  of  the 
church,  if  such  corporations  were  empowered  to  grant  leases 
for  long  terms  of  years  under  proper  reservations  and  restric- 
tions, enables  («)  any  ecclesiastical  corporation,  aggregate  or 
sole,  except  any  college  or  corporation  of  vicars  choral,  priest 
vicars,  senior  vicars,  custos  and  vicars,  or  minor  canons,  and 
except  also  any  ecclesiastical  hospital  or  the  master  thereof, 
from  time  to  time  after  the  passing  of  the  act,  with  such 
consent  and  under  such  restrictions  as  thereinafter  men- 
tioned, by  any  deed  duly  executed,  to  lease  all  or  any  part  of 
the  lands  or  houses  of  or  belonging  to  such  corporation  in 
his  or  their  corporate  capacity,  (except  as  thereinafter  men- 
tioned,) and  whether  such  lands  or  houses  may  or  may  not 
have  been  previously  leased  under  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
for  any  term  or  number  of  years  not  exceeding  ninety-nine 
years,  to  take  effect  in  possession,  and  not  in  reversion  or  by 
way  of  future  interest,  to  any  person  who  may  be  willing  to 
improve  or  repair  the  present  or  any  future  houses  thereon, 
or  any  of  them,  or  to  erect  other  houses  instead  thereof,  or 
to  erect  any  houses  or  other  buildings  on  any  lands  whereon 
no  building  shall  be  standing,  or  who  shall  be  willing  to 
annex  any  part  of  the«same  lands  to  buildings  erected  or  to 
be  erected  on  the  said  lands,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  other- 
wise to  improve  the  said  premises,  or  any  part  thereof;  and 
with  or  without  liberty  for  the  lessee  to  take  down  any 
buildings  which  may  be  upon  the  lands  in  such  leases 
respectively  to  be  comprised,  and  to  dispose  of  the  materials 
thereof  to  such  uses  and  purposes  as  shall  be  agreed  upon ; 
and  with  or  without  liberty  for  the  lessee  to  set  out  and 
allot  any  part  of  the  respective  premises  to  be  comprised  in 
any  such  lease,  as  and  for  ways,  passages,  sewers,  drains, 
wells,  reservoirs,  yards,  or  otherwise,  for  the  use  and  conve- 
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nieUce  of  the  respectiTe  lessees^  tenants,  or  occnpiers  of  the 
premises,  or  for  the  general  improvement  of  die  premises ; 
and  also  with  or  without  liberty  for  the  lessee  to  dig,  take, 
and  carry  away,  and  dispose  of,  such  earth,  day,  sand,  loam, 
or  gravel,  as  it  shall  be  found  convenient  to  remove  for 
effecting  any  of  the  purposes  thereinbefore  mentioned ;  so  as 
there  be  reserved  by  every  such  lease  the  best  yearly  rent 
that  can  be  reasonably  obtained  for  the  premises  therein  com- 
prised, payable  half-yearly,  or  oftener;  and  so  as  every  such 
lease  be  made  without  taking  any  fine,  premium,  or  foregift, 
or  anything  in  the  nature  thereof,  for  or  in  respect  of  the 
making  the  same ;  and  so  as  in  every  such  lease  made  for 
the  purpose  of  having  buildings  erected,  there  shall  be  con- 
tained a  covenant  on  the  part  of  the  lessee  to  build,  complete, 
and  finish,  the  houses  which  may  be  agreed  to  be  erected  on 
the  premises,  if  not  then  already  done,  within  a  time  or 
times  to  be  specified  for  that  purpose,  and  to  keep  in  repair 
during  the  term  such  houses ;  and  so  as  in  every  such  lease 
made  for  the  purpose  of  having  buildings  repaired  or  rebuilt 
there  shall  be  contained  a  covenant  on  the  part  of  the  lessee 
or  lessees  substantially  to  rebuild  or  repair  the  same  within  a 
time  or  times  to  be  specified,  and  to  keep  in  repair  during 
the  term  the  houses  agreed  to  be  rebuilt  and  repaired;  and 
so  as  in  every  such  lease,  whether  for  the  purpose  of  having 
buildings  erected  or  otherwise,  there  be  contained  on  the 
part  of  the  lessee  a  covenant  for  the  dae  payment  of  the  rent 
to  be  thereby  reserved,  and  of  all  taxes,  charges,  rates,  assess- 
ments, and  impositions  whatsoever,  affecting  the  same  pre- 
mises, and  also  a  covenant  for  keeping  the  houses  erected, 
and  to  be  erected,  on  the  premises  to  be  therein  comprised, 
(except  any  works  or  manufiEu^ries  which  may  not  be  insura- 
ble,) insured  from  damage  by  fire,  to  the  amount  of  four-fifths 
at  least  of  the  value  thereof,  in  some  or  one  of  the  public 
ofiices  of  insurance  in  London,  Westminster,  Norwich,  Bris- 
tol, Exeter,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  York,  or  Liverpool,  or  of  the 
Kent  Fire  Insurance  Company,  (the  particular  office  of  insur- 
ance being  named  in  the  lease,)  and  to  lay  out  the  money  to 
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be  receiTed  by  virtue  of  such  insurance^  and  aLso  all  such 
other  sums  as  shall  be  necessary^  in  rebuilding^  repairing^ 
and  reinstating^  suchhouses  as  shaUbe  destroyed  or  damaged 
by  fire^  and  also  to  surrender  the  possession  of,  and  leave  in 
repair,  the  houses  erected  and  to  be  erected,  or  rebuilt, 
or  repaired,  on  the  premises  therein  comprised,  on  the 
expiration  or  other  sooner  determination  of  the  term  to  be 
thereby  granted,  and,  within  twenty-one  days  after  any 
assignment  of  such  lease  shall  be  made,  to  deliver  a  copy  of 
such  assignment  to  the  lessor  or  reversioner  for  ihe  time 
being;  and  so  as  in  every  such  lease  there  be  contained  a 
power  for  the  lessor  or  reversioner  for  the  time  being,  and  his 
or  their  surveyors  and  agents,  to  enter  upon  the  premises, 
and  inspect  die  condition  thereof,  and  also  a  proviso  or  con- 
dition of  re-entry  for  non-payment  of  the  rent  or  rents  to 
be  thereby  reserved,  or  for  non-performance  of  any  of  the 
covenants,  provisoes,  and  conditions,  to  be  therein  contained 
on  the  part  of  the  lessee,  his  executors,  administrators,  or 
assigns,  and  with  or  without  a  proviso  that  no  breach  of  any 
of  the  covenants,  provisoes,  and  conditions,  to  be  therein 
contained,  (except  the  covenant  for  the  payment  of  the  rent, 
and  other  such  covenants,  provisoes,  or  conditions,  if  any, 
as  may  be  agreed  between  the  parties  to  be  excepted,)  shall 
occasion  any  forfeiture  of  such  lease,  or  of  the  term  thereby 
granted,  or  give  any  right  of  re-entry,  unless  or  until  judg- 
ment shall  have  been  obtained  in  an  action  for  such  breach 
of  covenant,  nor  unless  the  damages  and  costs  to  be  recovered 
in  such  action  shall  have  remained  unpaid  for  the  space  of 
three  calendar  months  after  judgment  shall  have  been 
obtained  in  such  action;  and  that  every  such  lease  may  also 
contain  any  other  covenants,  provisoes,  conditions,  agree- 
ments, and  restrictions,  which  shall  appear  reasonable  to  the 
lessor  for  the  time  being,  and  the  person  or  persons  whose 
consent  is  by  the  act  declared  to  be  essential  to  the  validity 
of  such  lease,  and  particularly  any  provision  for  apportioning 
the  rent  to  be  reserved  by  any  lease  made  under  the  power 
given  by  the  act,  and  for  exonerating  any  part  of  the  lands  or 
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houses  to  be  comprised  in  any  such  lease  from  the  payment 
of  any  specified  portion  of  the  whole  rent  to  be  reserved ;  and 
so  that  the  respectiye  lessees  execute  counterparts  of  their 
respective  leases. 

On  every  building  or  repairing  lease  to  be  granted  under 
the  authority  of  this  act,  the  corporation  granting  such  lease 
may  reserve  a  small  rent  during  the  six  first  years  of  the 
term,  or  during  any  of  such  six  first  years  to  be  specified  in 
the  lease,  and  reserve,  in  addition  thereto,  an  increased  rent 
to  become  payable  after  the  expiration  of  such  six  first  years, 
or  after  any  of  such  six  years  to  be  so  specified,  (as  the 
case  may  be,)  or  otherwise  to  make  any  such  increased  rent 
first  payable  at  any  time  not  exceeding  six  years  after  the 
commencement  of  the  term,  when  a  stipulated  progress 
shall  have  been  made  in  the  buildings,  rebuildings,  or 
reparations  (v). 

The  corporations  empowered  by  the  act  may,  with  such 
consent  as  is  thereby  declared  to  be  requisite,  lay  out  and 
appropriate  any  part  of  the  lands  which  such  corporation  are 
empowered  to  lease  on  building  or  repairing  leases  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  as  and  for  ways,  yards,  or  gardens,  to  the 
buildings  erected,  or  to  be  erected,  on  any  of  the  same  lands, 
or  on  any  of  the  adjoining  lands  so  to  be  leased,  or  for  yards  or 
places  necessary. or  convenient  for  carrying  on  any  manufac- 
ture or  trade,  and  also  to  appropriate  any  part  of  the  same 
lands  as  and  for  ways,  streets,  squares,  avenues,  passages, 
sewers,  or  otherwise,  for  the  general  improvement  of  the 
estate,  and  the  accommodation  of  the  lessees,  tenants,  and 
occupiers  thereof,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  in 
any  lease  to  be  so  granted,  or  in  any  general  deed  to  be 
elecuted  for  that  purpose,  (such  general  deed,  if  any,  to  be 
duly  executed  by  the  corporation  by  the  act  authorised  to 
make  such  deed,  and  to  be  made  with  such  consent  as  therein 
mentioned,  and  to  be  enrolled  in  one  of  her  Majesty's  courts  of 
record  at  Westminster  within  six  calendar  months  from  the 
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date  of  such  deed^)  and  also  by  such  lease  or  general  deed  to 
give  such  privileges  and  other  easements  as  the  corporation 
shall,  with  such  consent,  deem  reasonable  or  convenient  (t^). 
Any  ecclesiastical  corporation,  aggregate  or  sole,  except 
as  therein  mentioned,  with  the  like  consent,  and  under  the 
like  restrictions,  may,  by  any  deed  duly  executed,  grant,  by 
way  of  lease,  any  liberties,  licenses,  powers,  or  authorities,  to 
have,  use,  or  take,  either  in  common  with,  or  to  the  exclusion 
of,  any  other  person  or  persons,  all  or  any  of  the  water  flow- 
ing, and  which  shall  or  may  flow,  or  be  made  to  flow,  in, 
through,  upon,  or  over,  any  lands  or  hereditaments  belonging 
to  such  corporation  in  his  or  their  corporate  capacity,  or  any 
part  or  parts  thereof,  (except  as  thereinafter  mentioned,)  {x) ; 
and  also  any  wayleaves  or  waterleaves,  canals,  watercourses, 
tramroads,  railways,  and  other  ways,  paths,  or  passages,  either 
subterraneous  or  over  the  surface  of  any  lands,  store-yards, 
wharfs,  or  other  like  easements  or  privileges  in,  upon,  out  of, 
or  over,  any  part  or  parts  of  the  lands  belonging  to  sudi  cor- 
poration, in  his  or  their  corporate  capacity,  (except  as  there- 
inafter mentioned,)  (y)  for  any  term  or  number  of  years  not 
exceeding  sixty  years,  to  take  effect  in  possession,  and  not  in 
reversion  or  by  way  of  future  interest,  so  as  there  be  reserved 
on  every  such  grant  by  way  of  lease,  payable  half-yearly  or 
oftener  during  the  continuance  of  the  term  of  years  thereby 
created,  the  best  yearly  rent  or  rents,  either  in  the  shape  of 
a  stated  or  fixed  sum  of  money,  or  by  way  of  toll,  or  other- 
wise, that  can  be  reasonably  had  or  gotten  for  the  same, 
without  taking  any  fine,  premium,  or  foregift,  or  anything  in 
the  nature  of  a  fine,  premium,  or  foregift,  for  the  making 
thereof,  (other  than  any  provision  or  provisions  which  it  may 
be  deemed  expedient  to  insert  in  any  such  grant,  rendering 
it  obligatory  on  the  grantee  or  lessee,  or  grantees  or  lessees, 
to  repair,  or  contribute  to  the  repair  of,  any  roads  or  ways,  or 
to  keep  open  or  otherwise  use,  in  any  specified  manner,  any 
water  or  watercourse  to  be  comprised  in  or  affected  by  any 
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such  grant  or  lease) ;  and  so  as  there  be  contained  in  every 
such  grant  by  way  of  lease  a  condition  or  power  of  re-entry, 
or  a  power  to  make  void  the  same,  in  case  the  rent  reserved, 
or  ai^  part  thereof,  shall  not  be  paid  within  some  reasonable 
time  to  be  therein  specified  in  that  behalf;  and  so  as  the 
respective  grantees  or  lessees  do  execute  counterparts  of 
the  respective  grants  or  leases ;  and,  generally,  that  in  and 
by  each  or  any  such  grant  by  way  of  lease  there  be  reserved 
and  contained  any  other  reservations,  covenants,  agreements, 
provisoes,  or  stipulations  whatsoever,  not  inconsistent  with 
those  by  the  act  required  to  be  reserved  or  contained  in  each 
such  grant  by  way  of  lease,  which  it  shall  be  deemed  expe- 
dient to  introduce  therein  (y). 

Any  corporation  by  the  act  empowered  to  grant  leases 
may,  with  the  like  consent,  confirm  any  lease,  grant,  or 
general  deed,  purporting  to  have  been  granted  or  made  under 
the  authority  of  the  act,  in  any  case  in  which  for  some 
technical  error,  informality,  or  irregularity  in  exercising  the 
powers  of  the  act,  such  lease,  grant,  or  deed,  shall  be  voidable 
or  questionable,  or  may  accept  an  actual  or  virtual  surrender 
of  any  lease  or  grant  which  shall  have  been  made  and 
executed,  or  which  shall  purport  to  have  been  made  and 
executed,  by  virtue  of  the  act ;  and  so  far  as  regards  any 
mines,  minerals,  quarries,  or  beds,  watercourses,  ways,  or 
other  easements,  which  may  be  comprised  in  any  such  sur- 
rendered lease  or  grant,  with  such  consent  as  therein  aforesaid, 
may  make  any  new  lease  or  grant  thereof  in  the  same  manner, 
from  time  to  time,  as  if  the  powers  of  leasing  therein  contained 
had  not  been  previously  exercised;  and  so  far  as  regards 
any  lands  and  houses  comprised  in  any  such  surrendered  lease 
which  may  have  been  granted  for  building  or  repairing  pur- 
poses, in  any  case  where,  at  the  time  when  such  surrender 
shall  be  accepted,  one  fourth  part  or  more  than  one  fourth 
part  of  the  term  originally  granted  shall  remain  unexpired, 
with  such  consent  as  therein  aforesaid,  may  make  a  new  lease, 
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or  several  apportioned  leases^  of  the  lands  and  houses  com- 
prised in  such  surrendered  lease,  for  any  time  not  exceeding 
the  then  residue  of  the  term  granted,  or  mentioned  or  intended 
to  be  granted,  bj  such  surrendered  lease,  and  at  a  rent  or 
apportioned  rents  equal  in  amount  to  or  exceeding  the  former 
rent  or  rents,  yet  so  nevertheless  that  no  one  rent  shaU  be 
less  than  40^.,  and  so  that  the  rent  to  be  reserved  by  any 
apportioned  lease  shall  in  no  case  exceed  one  fifth  part  of  the 
rack-rent  value  of  the  land  to  be  comprised  in  such  lease,  and 
of  the  houses  erected  or  to  be  erected  thereon  when  finished 
and  fit  for  habitation ;  and  so  fiBLr  as  regards  any  lands  and 
houses  comprised  in  any  such  surrendered  lease  which  may 
have  been  granted  for  building  or  repairing  purposes,  in  any 
case  where,  at  the  time  when  such  surrender  shall  be  accepted, 
less  than  one  fourth  part  of  the  term  originally  granted  shall 
remain  unexpired,  with  such  consent  as  therein  aforesaid,  may 
make  any  new  lease  or  grant  thereof,  in  the  same  manner,  as 
far  as  may  be  applicable,  as  if  the  powers  of  leasing  thereiQ 
contained  had  not  been  exercised ;  and  so  also  that  in  the  case 
of  the  confirmation  of  any  lease,  or  of  the  making  of  any  new 
lease  or  grant,  whether  the  same  shall  be  a  lease  of  houses 
for  building  or  repairing  purposes,  or  a  lease  or  grant  of  any 
mines,  minerals,  quarries,  or  beds,  watercourses,  ways,  or 
other  easements,  no  fine,  premium,  or  foregift,  shall  be 
accepted  for  making  or  giving  any  such  confirmation,  or  new 
lease,  or  grant,  or  apportioned  lease  respectively,  and  so  as 
the  lessee  or  grantee,  his  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns, 
whose  lease  or  grant  shall  be  so  confirmed,  or  to  whom  any 
such  new  or  apportioned  lease  shall  be  granted  in  lieu  of  any 
former  lease  as  thereiQ  aforesaid,  do  consent  to  accept  such 
confirmation  or  new  lease,  or  grant,  or  apportioned  lease,  and 
do  execute  a  counterpart  thereqf  (2r). 

The  corporations  empowered  may  also,  with  the  like  con- 
sent, grant  or  demise,  by  lease  (a),  for  any  term  not  exceeding 
sixty  years,  to  take  effect  in  possession,  and  not  in  reversion 
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or  by  way  of  future  interest^  any  mines^  minerals^  quarries^ 
or  beds^  belonging  to  such  corporation^  together  with  the 
right  of  workings  or  of  opening  and  working,  the  same^  and  of 
working  any  adjacent  mine  by  way  of  outstroke  o^  other 
underground  communication,  and  together  also  with  such 
portion  of  land  belonging  to  such  corporation^  and  all  such 
rights  and  liberties  of  way  and  passage,  and  other  rights, 
easements,  and  facilities,  for  the  opening  and  working  of  all 
such  mines,  minerals,  quarries,  or  beds,  and  leading  and 
carrying  the  produce  thereof,  or  otherwise  incident  to  mining 
operations,  as  shall  be  deemed  expedient;  and  every  such 
lease  is  to  contain  such  reservations  by  way  of  rent,  royalty, 
or  share  of  the  produce  in  kind,  all  or  any  thereof,  or  other- 
wise, and  such  powers,  provisoes,  restrictions,  and  covenants, 
as  shall  be  approved  by  the  ecclesiastical  commissioners  for 
England,  due  regard  being  had  to  the  custom  of  the  country 
or  district  within  which  such  mines,  minerals,  quarries,  or 
beds,  shall  be  situate ;  but  no  fine,  premium,  or  foregift,  nor 
anything  in  the  nature  thereof,  is  to  be  taken  for  or  in  respect 
of  any  such  lease  (£). 

The  execution  of  any  lease,  grant,  or  general  deed,  by  the 
persons  or  corporations  whose  consent  is  by  the  act  made 
requisite,  is  to  be  conclusive  evidence  that  the  several  matters 
and  things  by  the  act  required  to  be  done  have  been  duly 
done,  and  that  the  property  comprised  in  such  lease,  grant, 
or  general  deed,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  does  not  form  any  part 
of  the  property  excepted  out  of  the  powers  of  leasing  conferred 
by  the  act,  and  that  the  rent  reserved  by  such  lease  (except 
an  apportioned  lease  or  grant)  is  the  best  rent  that  cotdd  be 
reasonably  obtained,  and  that  no  fine,  or  premium,  or  foregift, 
hath  been  taken,  and  (in  the  case  of  an  apportioned  lease) 
that  the  rent  reserved  by  each  such  apportioned  lease  does 
not  exceed  one-fifth  part  of  the  rack-rent  value  of  the  land 
comprised  in  such  lease,  and  of  the  houses  erected  or  to  be 
erected  thereon,  when  fit  for  habitation  {c). 
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Nothing  in  the  a€t  is  to  restrain  any  corporation  thereby, 
empowered  from  granting  any  leases,  whether  by  way  of 
renewal  or  otherwise,  which  such  corporation  might  have 
lawfully  granted,  either  under  the  provisions  of  any  public  or 
private  act  of  parUament,  or  under  any  other  authority,  or 
in  any  other  manner  whatsoever,  in  case  the  act  had  not 
been  passed,  or  from  taking  any  fine,  premium,  or  foregift, 
from  the  lessees  in  any  renewed  or  new  leases  named  or  to 
be  named,  or  from  their  underlessees,  or  from  any  other 
persons  having  or  claiming  an  interest  in  any  such  renewal, 
for  any  such  renewed  or  new  leases,  save  and  except  that  in 
every  lease  (other  than  any  lease  granted  under  the  powers 
of  the  act)  which  shall  be  granted  by  such  corporation  of 
any  lands  or  houses  which  shall  have  been  leased  for  building 
or  repairing  purposes  under  any  of  the  powers  of  the  act, 
there  shall  be  reserved  the  best  improved  rent,  payable  half- 
yearly  or  oftener,  which  can  be  obtained  for  the  same,  with- 
out taking  any  fine,  premium,  or  foregift,  or  anything  in  the 
nature  of  a  fine,  premium,  or  foregift,  for  making  or  granting 
the  same(cf). 

The  act  does  not  authorise  the  granting  of  a  lease,  or  the 
laying  out  or  appropriating,  for  the  purposes  in  the  act  men- 
tioned, of  the  palace  or  usual  house  of  residence  of  or  belong- 
ing to  any  archbishop,  or  bishop,  or  any  other  corporation 
sole  thereby  empowered,  or  of  or  belonging  to  any  corpora- 
tion aggregate  thereby  empowered,  or  of  any  ofiSces,  out- 
buildings, yards,  gardens,  orchards,  or  pleasure  grounds,  to 
any  such  palace  or  other  house  of  residence  adjoining  or 
appurtenant,  and  which  may  be  necessary  or  convenient  for 
actual  occupation  with  such  palace  or  other  house  of  resi- 
dence, or  the  grant  or  lease  of  any  mines,  minerals,  quarries, 
or  beds,  watercourses,  ways,  or  other  easements,  the  grant 
whereof  may  be  prejudicial  to  the  convenient  enjoyment  of 
any  such  palace  or  house  of  residence,  or  the  pleasure  grounds 
belonging  thereto,  or  the  leasing  for  the  purposes  therein 
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aforesaid  of  any  lands  which  any  such  corporation,  sole  or 
aggregate,  or  any  member  of  any  such  corporation  aggregate, 
is  expressly  restrained  from  leasing  by  the  provisions  of  any 
local  or  private  act  of  parliament  then  in  force  (e). 

Leases  may  be  granted  under  the  powers  of  the  act,  on  the 
surrender  of  any  existing  lease  or  leases,  (which  shall  not 
have  been  granted  under  its  provisions,)  of  all  or  any  part  of 
the  premises  proposed  to  be  comprised  in  any  new  lease,  and 
may  be  granted  either  to  the  person  or  persons  surrendering 
the  existing  lease  or  leases,  or  to  any  other  person;  and  each 
holder  of  any  existing  lease,  granted  otherwise  than  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act,  of  any  lands,  or  houses,  or  of  any 
mines,  minerals,  quarries,  or  beds,  which,  if  not  in  lease, 
would  be  capable  of  being  leased  under  the  powers  of  the 
act,  may  surrender  such  lease  or  leases,  with  a  view  to  the 
granting  of  a  new  lease  or  several  new  leases  thereof,  or  of  any 
part  thereof,  under  the  powers  of  the  act,  whether,  at  the  time 
of  making  such  surrender,  the  period  at  which  such  existing 
lease  or  leases  may  be  legally  or  accustomably  renewable 
shall  or  shall  not  have  arrived ;  and  in  the  case  of  any  lease 
granted  under  the  powers  of  the  act,  on  the  surrender  of  any 
existing  lease  or  leases,  an  adequate  deduction  is  to  be 
made  from  the  rent,  royalty,  or  other  consideration,  to  be 
reserved  on  the  new  lease,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  the 
term  or  interest  which  shall  be  surrendered  in  the  lands  or 
houses,  mines,  minerals,  quarries,  or  beds,  or  any  part  thereof 
respectively,  comprised  in  such  new  lease  (/). 

Whenever  a  surrender  shall  be  made  of  any  existing  lease 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  new  lease,  by  virtue  of  the  act, 
whether  the  existing  lease  shall  or  shaU  not  have  been  granted 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act,  the  new  lease  is  to  be  deemed 
to  be  a  renewal  of  the  surrendered  lease  within  the  scope  and 
meaning  of  the  6th  section  of  the  act  of  4  Geo.  2.  c.  28,  inti- 
tuled "  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  preventing  of  frtiuds 
committed  by  tenants,  and  for  the  more  easy  recovery  of 

(e)  Sect.  9.  (/)  Sect.  16. 
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rents  and  renewal  of  leases/'  so  far  as  to  render  unnecessary 
the  surrender  of  any  under-leases  previously  to  the  grant  of 
such  new  lease^  and  to  give  full  effect  to  such  new  lease  in 
aU  respects^  notwithstanding  any  under-lease  or  under-leases 
may  not  be  surrendered :  provided  that^  in  any  such  case^  if 
any  subsisting  unsurrendered  under-lease  shaU  contain  any 
covenant  or  provision  for  the  renewal  or  extension  of  the 
interest  conferred  by  such  under-lease^  on  payment  by  the 
under-lessee  of  a  proportionate  part  of  the  fines  and  fees 
attending  the  renewal  of  the  chief  lease^  the  under-lessee 
shall  not  compel  a  renewal  of  the  under-lease  under  such 
covenant^  except  upon  the  terms  of  securing  to  the  under- 
lessor  a  rent^  royalty^  or  other  consideration^  bearing  the 
same  proportion  to  the  whole  rent>  royalty^  or  other  consi- 
deration^ reserved  to  the  corporation  exercising  the  powers 
of  the  act^  upon  the  new  lease,  as  the  amount  which  upon 
any  ordinary  renewal  ought  to  have  been  paid  by  such  under- 
lessee  of  the  fines  and  fees  of  or  attending  such  renewal 
would  have  bomp  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  fines  and  fees 
attending  such  renewal  {cf). 

Whenever  any  lease  or  apportioned  leases,  or  grant  by 
way  of  lease,  is  or  are  intended  to  be  granted  or  made,  or 
any  land  is  proposed  to  be  laid  out  or  appropriated,  under 
the  authority  of  the  act,  a  competent  surveyor  is  to  be  ap- 
pointed in  writing  by  the  ecclesiastical  commissioners  for 
England,  with  the  consent  of  the  corporation,  and  such  sur- 
veyor is  to  make  any  such  report,  map,  plan,  statement, 
valuation,  or  certificate,  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary,  and  be 
required  by  the  commissioners  or  by  such  corporation  {h). 

Each  lease  or  grant  to  be  made  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  is  to  be  made  with  the  consent  of  the  ecclesiastical  com- 
missioners for  England,  and  also  with  such  further  consent 
as  thereinafter  mentioned;  (that  is  to  say,)  each  lease  or  grant 
made  by  any  incumbent  of  a  benefice  (i),  with  the  consent  of 

(jf)  Sect.  1 7.  eyery  rectory^  with  or  without  cure  of 

{h)  Sect.  18.  Boolfl,  vicarage,  perpetual  curacy,  do- 

(i)  The  term  *♦  benefice  "  signifying      native,  endowed  public  chapel,  paro- 
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the  patron  thereof;  and  each  lease  or  grant  by  any  corpora- 
tion^ either  aggregate  or  sole^  under  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
of  any  lands^  or  houses^  mines^  minerals^  quarries^  or  beds^  of 
copyhold  or  customary  tenure^  or  of  any  watercourses^  ways, 
or  easements,  in,  upon,  over,  or  under,  any  such  lands,  where 
the  copyhold  or  customary  tenant  thereof  is  not  authorised 
to  grant  or  make  leases  or  grants  for  the  term  of  years 
intended  to  be  created  by  such  lease  or  grant  without  the 
Ucense  of  the  lord  of  the  manor,  is  to  be  made  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  lord  for  the  time  being  of  the  manor  of  which  the 
same  lands  or  houses,  mines,  minerals,  quarries,  or  beds, 
shall  be  holden,  in  addition  to  the  other  requisite  consents, 
and  such  consent  shall  amount  to  a  yalid  license  to  lease  or 
grant  the  same  lands  or  houses,  mines,  minerals,  quarries,  or 
beds,  watercourses,  ways,  or  easements,  (as  the  case  may  be,) 
for  the  time  for  which  the  same  shall  be  expressed  to  be 
demised  or  granted  by  such  lease  or  grant  {k). 

The  consent  of  eax^h  person  whose  consent  is  required  is 
to  be  testified  by  such  person  being  made  a  party  to  such 
deed,  and  duly  executing  the  same  (/). 

Sections  22,  23,  24,  and  25,  show  how  the  consent  of  the 
patron  is  to  be  testified  where  the  patronage  is  in  the  crown; 
where  it  is  attached  to  the  duchy  of  Cornwall;  where  the 
patron  or  lord  of  the  manor  is  an  incapacitated  person ;  and 
where  the  patronage  is  in  several  persons  or  a  corporation ; 
the  requisites  corresponding  with  those  contained  in  the  act 
of  5  Vict.  sess.  2.  c.  27  (m). 

Section  26  provides,  that  the  same  party  may  consent  in 
more  than  one  character,  as  in  the  act  of  5  Vict.  sess.  2. 
c.  27  («). 

Wherever  the  consent  of  any  corporation  aggregate  having 
a  common  seal  may  be  requisite,  the  consent  of  such  corpora- 
tion is  to  be  testified  by  the  sealing  of  the  lease,  grant,  appoint- 

chial  chapelzy,  and  diBtrict  chapelry,  {k)  Sect  20. 

the  incumbent  or  holder  of  which  in  (I)   Sect  21. 

right  thereof  shall  be  a  corporation  (»i)  Ante,  p.  264,  el  teq. 

Bole.  (n)  Ante,  p.  266. 


Ch.  I.  s.  IV.]   WHO  lessors: — ecclesiast:  corporations.    281 

ment^  or  other  deed^  writing  or  instrument,  with  the  common 
seal  of  such  corporation  (o). 

Section  28  provides^  that  the  act  shall  extend  to  lands  held 
in  trust  for  corporations,  similar  to  the  13th  section  of  the 
act  of  5  Vict.  sess.  2.  c.  27  (/>). 

The  part  which  shall  belong  to  any  corporation  exercising 
any  of  the  powers  conferred  by  the  act  of  any  lease,  grant, 
or  confirmation,  which  shall  be  granted  or  made  under  the 
authority  of  the  act,  and  every  map,  plan,  statement,  certifi- 
cate, valuation,  and  report,  relating  thereto,  is,  within  six 
calendar  months  next  after  the  date  of  such  lease,  grant, 
apportioned  lease,  confirmation,  or  general  deed,  (as  the  case 
may  be,)  to  be  deposited  with  the  ecclesiastical  commissioners 
for  England,  and  to  be  for  ever  thereafter  perpetually  kept 
and  preserved  in  the  ofiSce  of  the  said  commissioners,  who, 
upon  any  such  deposit  being  so  made,  are  to  give  to  the  cor- 
poration by  or  on  behalf  of  whom  such  deposit  shall  have 
been  made,  a  certificate  of  such  deposit;  and  any  instruments 
or  documents  which  may  have  been  deposited  are  to  be  pro- 
duced at  all  proper  and  usual  hours,  at  such  office,  to'  the 
corporation  to  whose  lands  or  estate  the  same  shall  relate,  or 
to  the  patron  of  the  benefice,  or  to  any  person  or  persons 
applying  to  inspect  the  same  on  behalf  of  any  such  person  or 
corporation ;  and  an  office  copy  of  aay  such  instrument  or 
document,  certified  under  the  seal  of  the  said  commissioners, 
(which  office  copy  so  certified  the  said  commissioners  are  re- 
quired in  all  cases,  upon  application  in  that  behalf,  to  give  to 
any  corporation  or  person  to  whom  such  liberty  of  inspection 
is  given,)  is,  in  any  action  against  the  lessee,  and  in  all  other 
cases,  to  be  admitted  and  allowed  in  all  courts  whatsoever  as 
legal  evidence  of  the  contents  of  such  instrument  or  docu- 
ment, and  of  the  due  execution  thereof  by  the  parties  who 
on  the  face  of  such  office  copy  shall  appear  to  have  executed 
the  same ;  and,  in  the  case  of  any  lease,  grant,  or  confirma- 
tion, of  the  due  execution  by  the  lessee  of  the  counterpart 
thereof  (5^). 

(o)  Sect.  27.  (rt  Ante,  p.  266-7.  (?)  Sect  2.0. 
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If^  in  the  case  of  any  lease,  gnmt,  or  confirmation,  granted 
or  made  under  the  act,  any  fine,  premium,  or  foregift,  or 
anything  in  the  nature  thereof,  shall  directly  or  indirectly 
have  been  paid  or  given  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  lessee  or 
grantee,  and  taken  or  received  by  the  lessor  or  grantor,  such 
lease,  grant,  or  confirmation,  is  to  be  absolutely  void  (r). 

We  may  repeat  in  this  place,  that,  in  leases  made  by  eccle- 
siastical corporations  under  the  powers  contained  in  the  land- 
tax  redemption  act  («),  the  annual  amount  of  the  land-tax 
redeemed  must  be  reserved,  as  weU  as  the  ancient  and  accus- 
tomed yearly  rent. 

The  statutes  already  referred  to  in  this  chapter  relate  to 
leases  by  spiritual  and  eleemosynary  corporations  in  general: 
two  or  three  remain  to  be  noticed  which  apply  exclusively 
to  certain  particular  corporations. 

The  act  of  18  Eliz.  c.  6,  which  is  a  private  act,  and  must  be 
specially  pleaded  (/),  relates  exclusively  to  leases  of  lands 
belonging  to  the  universities  of  Cambridge  and  Oxford,  and 
the  colleges  of  Winchester  and  Eton ;  and  prohibits  leases  of 
their  lands,  &c.,  to  the  which  any  tithes,  arable  land,  meadow, 
or  pasture,  doth  or  shall  appertain,  except  that  the  one-third 
part  at  the  least  of  the  old  rent  be  reserved  and  paid  in  com, 
to  be  calculated  as  therein  is  mentioned;  and  declares  that 
all  leases  otherwise  thereafter  to  be  made,  and  all  collateral 
bonds  or  assurance  to  the  contrary,  by  any  of  the  said  cor- 
porations shall  be  void. 

The  second  section  provides,  that  the  act  or  anything 
therein  contained  shall  not  extend  or  be  in  anywise  prejudi- 
cial to  any  lease  to  be  made  of  a  bam  called  Mouncken  Bam, 
with  a  certain  portion  of  tithes  rising,  growing,  and  being,  in 
the  parish  of  Southweek,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  being 
parcel  of  the  possessions  of  Maudlin  college,  in  Oxford,  so 
that  the  term  demised  in  and  by  the  said  lease  exceed  not 
the  number  often  years  from  and  after  the  feast  of  St.  Michael 
the  Archangel  next  coming. 

(r)  Sect.  30.  1  Barn.  &  Adol.  847.    And  see  ante, 

(s)  42  Geo.  3.  c.  1 16.  s.69.  Doc  dem.       p.  84. 
Murray  v.  Lord  Bishop  of  Rochester,  (t)  See  1  Leon.  306.     Sav.  129. 
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And  the  third  section  provides^  that  the  act  shall  not 
extend  to  any  leaae  to  be  made  by  the  president  and  scholars 
of  the  college  of  St.  John  Baptist  in  Oxford^  to  any  heir  male 
of  Sir  Thos.  White,  late  knight,  and  alderman  of  London, 
founder  of  the  said  college,  which  lease  shall  be  made  accord- 
ing to  the  meamng  of  the  foundation  and  statutes  of  the  said 
college  of  the  manor  of  Fifield,  and  no  other  hereditaments. 

According  to  Blackstone  {u),  this  plan  of  reserving  a  com 
rent  is  said  to  have  been  an  invention  of  Lord  Treasurer 
Burleigh,  and  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  then  principal  secretary  of 
state,  who,  observing  how  greatly  the  value  of  money  had 
sunk,  and  the  price  of  all  provisions  risen,  by  the  quantity  of 
bullion  imported  from  the  new-found  Indies,  (which  effects 
were  likely  to  increase  to  a  greater  degree,)  devised  this 
method  for  upholding  the  revenues  of  colleges :  and  he  adds, 
that  their  fqresight  and  penetration  have  in  this  respect  been 
very  apparent,  for  though  the  rent  so  reserved  in  com  was 
at  first  but  one-third  of  the  whole  rent,  or  half  what  was  stiU 
reserved  in  money,  yet  now  the  proportion  is  nearly  inyerted, 
and  the  money  arising  from  com  rents  is,  commurUbus  anrdSy 
almost  double  to  the  rents  reserved  in  money. 

Leases  of  lands  belonging  to  hospitals,  or  abiding  and 
working  houses  for  the  poor,  are  restrained  by  the  statute  of 
S9  Eliz.  c.  5,  which  enacted  («),  that  all  leases,  grants,  con- 
veyances, or  estates,  to  be  made  by  any  corporation,  to  be 
founded  as  in  the  act  is  mentioned,  exceeding  the  number  of 
one-and-twenty  years,  and  that  in  possession,  and  whereon 
the  accustomable  yearly  rent  or  more  by  the  greater  part  of 
twenty  years  next  before  the  making  of  such  lease  shall  not 
be  reserved  and  yearly  payable,  should  be  void. 

By  a  statute  (y)  passed  a  few  years  after  the  destructive 
fire  of  London,  the  dean  and  chapter  of  the  cathedral  church 
of  St.  Paul  were  empowered  to  make  leases  of  certain  ground 
set  out  for  a  market-place  within  Newgate,  to  the  mayor, 

(u)  2  Bla.  Com.  322.  tomey-General  r.  The  Corporation  of 

(.7)  39  E^iz.  c.  5.  8.  5,  made  perpe-       Newcastle,  5  Beav.  307. 
tual  by  21  Jac.  1.  c.  1.     See  The  At-  (y)  22  Car.  2.  c.  11.  s.  61. 
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commonalty^  and  citizens  of  London^  and  also  of  the  wall  of 
the  said  churchyard,  abutting  severally  upon  Fatemoster-row 
and  Old  Change,  for  the  term  of  forty  years,  reserving  the 
yearly  rents  of  4/.  for  the  ground  of  the  market-place,  and 
twopence  for  every  superficial  foot  of  the  ground  or  soil  of 
the  wall,  and  so  from  forty  years  to  forty  years  for  ever,  at 
the  like  yearly  rent,  and  one  year's  rent  to  be  paid  by  way  of 
fine  upon  the  making  every  new  lease  thereof;  which  said 
lease  and  leases  were  declared  to  be  good  and  efiectual  against 
the  said  dean  and  chapter,  and  their  successors,  and  all  persons 
claiming  by,  from,  and  under  them. 

And  the  same  statute,  after  noticing  that  parsons  and 
vicars,  (whose  parsonage  and  vicarage  houses  had  been  de- 
stroyed by  the  great  fire  of  London,)  or  some  of  them,  were 
interested  in  several  glebe  lands  or  grounds,  which  they  could 
not  rebuild  themselves,  nor  let  such  lease  or  leases  as  might 
be  an  encouragement  to  others  to  rebuild,  empowered  them  {z) 
to  let  such  lease  or  leases  of  their  said  glebe  lands  or  grounds, 
with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  patron  or  patrons 
and  ordinary,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  forty  years,  and  at 
such  yearly  rents,  without  fine,  as  could  be  obtained  for  the 
same. 

The  principal  results  of  these  various  enactments,  and  their 
peculiar  bearing  on  the  several  corporations  respectively  within 
their  operation,  may  be  thus  stated: — 

All  ecclesiastical  corporations  aggregate  or  sole  (except  any 
college  or  corporation  of  vicars  choral,  priest  vicars,  senior 
vicars,  custos  and  vicars,  or  minor  canons,  and  except  also  any 
ecclesiastical  hospital,  or  the  master  thereof,)  on  obtaining  the 
consent  required,  and  observing  the  restrictions  imposed,  by 
the  act  of  5  &  6  Yict.  c.  108,inay  grant  leases  of  their  corporate 
lands  or  houses  (a),  except  their  house  of  residence,  garden, 
&c.  (i),  for  any  term  not  exceeding  ninety-nine  years  in  pos- 
session, for  the  purposes  of  building  or  improvement,  at  the 
best  yearly  rent  that  can  be  obtained,  with  power  to  take  a 

(z)  Sect.  75.  (a)  5  &  6  Vict  c.  108.  b.  1.     Ante,  p.  269. 

(6)  Sect.  9.     Ante,  p.  277. 
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small  rent  for  the  first  six  years^  and  afterwards  to  reserve 
an  increased  rent(c);  and,  with  sucli  consent,  and  under  the 
like  restrictions,  they  may  grant,  by  way  of  lease,  rights  to 
flowing  water,  wayleaves,  waterleayes,  &;c.  (d),  and  mines  {e), 
except  such  as  may  be  prejudicial  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
house  of  residence  of  the  corporation  (/),  for  aay  term  not 
exceeding  sixty  years. 

The  incumbent  of  every  benefice,  (meaning,  of  every  rec- 
tory,  vicarage,  perpetual  curacy,  donative,  endowed  public 
chapel,  parochial  chapehy,  and  district  chapehy,  the  incmn- 
bent  of  which  in  right  thereof  shall  be  a  corporation  sole,)  on 
obtaining  the  consent  required,  and  under  the  restrictions 
imposed,  by  the  act  of  5  Vict.  sess.  2,  c.  27,  may  lease,  for 
iarming  purposes,  the  glebe  or  other  lands  belonging  to  the 
benefice,  with  certain  exceptions  (jr),  for  any  term  not  ex- 
ceeding fourteen  years  (A),  or,  in  some  particular  cases, 
twenty  years  (i),  in  possession,  at  the  best  yearly  rent. 

Archbishops  and  bishops  and  other  ecclesiastical  corpora- 
tions sole  (parsons  and  vicars  excepted)  may  also,  by  pursuing 
the  reqiiisites  of  the  statute  of  32  Hen.  8  (k),  but  subject  to  the 
restrictions  of  6  W.  4.  c.  20.  s.  1.,  and  5  &  6  Vict.  c.  108. 
s.  8,  (2),  lease  the  lands  of  which  they  are  seised  in  fee  in 
right  of  their  churches,  for  three  lives,  or  twenty-one  years, 
at  the  accustomable  rent  or  more,  without  the  confirmation 
or  concurrence  of  any  other  person. 

Unless  the  provisions  of  that  act,  or,  as  the  case  may 
require,  of  the  act  of  5  Vict.  sess.  2.  c.  27,  or  5  &  6  Vict, 
c.  108,  be  complied  with,  the  concurrence  or  confirmation 
required  by  the  common  law  must  still  be  obtained. 

Archbishops  and  bishops,  masters  of  hospitals,  and  others 
mentioned  in  the  act  of  5  Geo.  3.  c.  17,  may  lease  their 
tithes  and  other  incorporeal  hereditaments  for  one,  two,  or 

(c)  Sect  2.  Ante,  p.  272.  (h)  Sect.  1.    Ante,  p.  257. 

(d)  Sect.  4.  Ante,  p.  273.  (i)  Sect  1.    Ante,  p.  261. 

(e)  Sect  6.  Ante,  p.  275-6.  {k)  32  Hen.  8.  c.  28.    Ante,  pp.  66, 
(/)  Sect  9.     Ante,  p.  277.  &  239. 

(g)  5  Vict  sefls.  2.  c.  27.  fl.  2.   Ante,  (0  See'post,  p.  287. 

p.  261. 
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three  lives,  or  for  any  term  of  years  not  exceeding  twenty- 
one  (m). 

Rectors  and  vicars,  with  the  consent  of  the  bishop  and 
patron,  may  lease  lands  allotted  to  them  under  inclosures  for 
any  term  not  exceeding  twenty-one  years,  under  41  Oteo,  3. 
c.  109,  and  6  &  7  W.  4,  c.  115  («). 

But  all  ecclesiastical  corporations  (o),  parsons  and  vicars 
included,  and  eleemosynary  corporations,  are  precluded  by 
the  restraining  statutes  {p)  from  leasing  their  church  estates 
for  any  longer  period  than  three  lives  or  twenty-one  years  {q) ; 
unless  the  lease  be  of  ground  mentioned  in  the  act  of  22  Car.  2. 
c.  11*;  or  be  of  houses  situate  in  any  city,  borough,  town  cor- 
porate, or  market  town,  and  grounds  not  exceeding  ten  acres 
appertaining  thereto,  which  may  be  leased  for  forty  years, 
the  terms  of  the  statutes  of  22  Car.  2.  c.  11,  and  14  Eliz.  c.  11, 
respectively,  being  observed ;  or  imless  the  lease  be  granted 
by  virtue  of  the  powers  conferred  by  5  &  6  Vict.  c.  108.  The 
privilege,  however,  of  leasing,  under  14  Eliz.  c.  11,  houses  in 
any  city,  borough,  &c.,  does  not  extend  to  archbishops  and 
bishops,  as  that  act  refers  only  to  the  powers  mentioned  in 
13  Eliz.  c.  10,  which  did  not  affect  those  dignitaries. 

Leases  of  lands  belonging  to  hospitals,  or  abiding  or  work- 
ing houses  for  the  poor,  for  any  term  exceeding  twenty-one 
years  were  prohibited  by  89  EUz.  c.  5  (r). 

As  the  restrictive  statutes  confer  no  new  powers,  and  as 
parsons  and  vicars  are  expressly  excluded  from  the  operation 
of  the  enabling  statute  of  Henry  the  8th,  all  leases  by  them 
of  their  ecclesiastical  possessions  must  stiU  be  confirmed  by  the 
patron  and  ordinary  (s),  unless  they  be  made  imder  the  powers 
of  the  act  of  5  8z;  6  Vict.  c.  108,  which  requires  the  consent 
of  the  patron  and  the  ecclesiastical  commissioners  for  England, 


(m)  Ante,  p.  247.  Ante,  p.  241. 

(n)  Ante,  p.  249-250.  (q)  Biahop  of  Hereford  v.  Scory, 

(o)  This  does  not  extend  to  the  ec-  Cro.  Eliz.  874. 
clesiaBtical  conmusBionerB  for  England  (r)  Ante,  p.  283. 

incorporated  by  6  &  7  W.  4.  c.  77.  («)  Co.  Lit  44,  b. 

(p)  1  Eliz.  c.  19,  and  13Eliz.c.  10 
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andj  in  some  cases,  where  copyholds  are  leased,  of  the  lord  of 
the  manor  also  (/). 

Where  any  lease  shall  have  been  granted  for  years,  no 
archbishop,  bishop,  ecclesiastical  corporation  sole  or  aggregate, 
dignitary,  canon,  prebendary,  spiritual  person,  master  or 
guardian,  shall  grant  any  lease  by  way  of  renewal,  or  other- 
wise, for  any  life  or  lives  (ti). 

And  renewals  are  prohibited  otherwise  than  in  accordance 
with  6  W.  4.  c.  20  {x), 

A  lease  of  lands  belonging  to  an  ecclesiastical  corporation, 
being  already  in  mortmain,  need  not  pursue  the  requisites  of 
9  Gteo.  2.  c.  36  iy),  though  granted  upon  charitable  trusts  {z). 

Though  the  disabling  acts  expressly  declare  that  leases 
contravening  their  provisions  shall  be  absolutely  void,  it  is 
clear  that  they  are  good  during  the  life  of  the  person  by 
whom  they  are  made,  in  the  case  of  a  corporation  sole  (a)  : 
and  of  the  existence  of  the  dean  or  other  head  of  the 
corporation,  in  the  case  of  a  corporation  aggregate  {b).  Of 
this  latter  position  no  doubt  seems  now  to  be  entertained, 
notwithstanding  Hale^s  authority  to  the  contrary  (c). 

And  it  is  said  to  have  been  decided  {d),  that  acceptance  of 
rent  by  a  bishop's  successor  will  prevent  him,  for  his  time, 
from  avoiding  the  lease,  which  was  voidable,  although  the 
rent  be  received  through  the  hands  of  his  bailiff,  among  other 
rents  due  to  the  bishop,  and  without  notice  that  the  rent  in 
question  was  paid  by  his  predecessor's  lessee. 

A  sole  corporation,  as  a  bishop,  or  parson,  cannot,  in  his 


(0  Ante,  p.  279-280. 

(tt)  6  W.  4.  c.  20.  s.  1 ;  and  b.  8  of 
6  &  6  Vict  c.  ]  08.  Ante,  pp.  251  &  277. 

{x)  Ante,  p.  251. 

(y)  9  Geo.  2.  c.  36,  an  act  to  re- 
strain the  disposition  of  lands,  whereby 
the  same  become  unalienable. 

{z)  Walker  v.  RlchardBon,  2  Mees. 
&  Wei  882. 

(a)  Sale  v.  The  Bishop  of  Coventry, 
1  And. 241-4.  Rickman  v.  Garth,  Cro. 
Jac.  1 73.  Morrice  v,  Antrobus,  Hardr. 
326.     The  Bishop  of  Salisbury's  case, 


10  Ck>.  58,  b.  60,  b.  Doe  dem.  Bryan 
V.  Bancks,  4  Bam.  &  Aid.  407.  Dakin 
V.  Cope,  2  Ross.  175. 

(5)  Co.  Lit  45,  a.  Roe  dem.  Earl 
of  Berkeley  v.  The  Archbishop  of 
Canterbnry,  6  East,  102-3.  Bac.  Ab. 
Leases,  (H).  And  see  the  Chapter  of 
Southwell  V,  The  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  1 
Mod.  204. 

(c)  Hale's  note  (4)  to  Co.  Lit  45,  a. 
Morrice  v.  Antrobus,  Hardr.  325-6. 

{d)  Wheeler  v.  Danby,  cited  Cro. 
Car.  95. 
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corporate  character^  make  a  lease  to  himself^  in  his  individual 
character  (e).  And  the  law  is  the  same  in  the  case  of  a  cor- 
poration aggregate^  as  dean  and  chapter;  for  a  lease  cannot  be 
made  by  the  chapter  without  the  concurrence  of  the  dean;  nor 
to  (/)  the  dean  without  the  concurrence  of  the  chapter ;  but 
it  may  be  made  to  any  of  the  prebendaries^  because  it  is  not 
necessary  that  any  of  them  should  join  in  the  lease ;  for  a 
prebendary  is  not  an  integral  part  of  the  body  corporate  (^). 

It  is  important  to  observe^  that^  in  order  to  render  a  lease 
binding  on  the  successor^  the  bishop^  parson^  or  other  eccle- 
siastical corporation^  must  have  been  previously  consecrated, 
or  inducted,  and  invested  with  the  temporalities  attached  to 
the  dignity  or  benefice  {h) ;  and,  therefore^  if  one  be  appointed 
a  bishop,  but  not  ordained  or  consecrated,  as,  it  is  said,  was 
sometimes  the  case  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  6th,  he  cannot 
grant  such  a  lease,  even  with  confirmation,  as  will  conclude 
the  successor  (f). 

So,  if  A.  be  a  bishop,  and  B.,  by  a  superinstitution,  be 
created  bishop  of  the  same  see  during  the  life  of  A.,  a  lease 
made  by  B.  will  not  bind  the  successor,  though  confirmed  by 
the  dean  and  chapter.  This  was  the  bishop  of  Ossory's 
case  {k).  In  the  reign  of  Edward  the  6th,  John  Bale  was 
consecrated  bishop  of  Ossory,  but,  having  been  a  zealous 
opponent  of  popery,  he  was  compelled  in  the  succeediQg 
reign  of  Queen  Mary  to  secure  his  personal  safety  by  taking 
refuge  in  Germany.  In  Bale's  lifetime,  and  without  his  being 
formally  deprived,  the  Queen  procured  the  consecration  of 
one  Tonery,  who,  with  the  confirmation  of  the  dean  and 
chapter,  granted  a  lease  to  the  defendant  (/).  During  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  Bale  returned  to  Ireland,  and  died ; 


(e)  Salterv.GroBvenor,  8  Mod.303.  (i)  Bac.  Ab.   Leasee,  (F).  p.  367. 

Cro.  Jac.  234.     14  H.  8.  2.  pL  2.  [B].  Bro.  Ab.  Leases,  pi.  68. 

(/)  So  in  the  report ;  qtuare  ^  hy*l  (h)  Bishop  of  Oasory's  case.  Palm. 

(ff)  Ibid.     13  H.  8.  pi.  2.  p.  13  [B].  22 ;   S.  C,  nom.  Renan  O'Brian  v. 

(h)  Bac.  Ab.  Leasee,  (F).  p.  367.  Knivan,  Cro.  Jac.  552;  S.  C,  nom. 

Hare  v.  Bickley,  Plowd.  528.     The  Sobrean  v.  Kevan,  2  Rol.  101.  130. 

King  V.  Bishop  of  London,  Carth.  314.  See  also  Harris  v.  Jays,  Cro.  Eliz.  699. 

1  Bla.  Com.  380.  (/)  It  appean  by  the  reports  of 


Ch.i.  8.iy.]    WHO  lessors: — ecclesiast:  cokforations.    289 

and,  on  Tonerjr's  death,  which  happened  shortly  afterwards, 
the  succeeding  bishop,  Jonas  Wheeler,  commenced  pro- 
ceedings in  the  Sling's  Bench  in  Ireland  to  set  aside  the 
lease  so  made  by  Tonery,  and  obtained  judgment  in  his 
favor  by  the  opinion  of  the  two  puisn^  justices,  against  the 
opinion  of  the  chief  justice.  The  cause  was  then  brought  by 
writ  of  error  before  the  court  of  King's  Bench  in  England, 
where  the  judgment  was  a£Srmed,  and  it  was  decided,  that,  as 
Tonery  was  not  lawful  bishop,  the  lease  to  charge  the  pos- 
sessions of  the  bishopric  was  void ;  but  that  all  judicial  acts 
done  by  him,  as  admissions,  institutions,  certificates,  and  the 
like,  were  good ;  but  not  such  voluntary  acts  as  tended  to  the 
impoverishment  of  the  successor.  Nor  can  a  bishop  entitled 
to  the  advowson  of  a  church  full  of  an  incumbent  grant  a 
lease  to  commence  on  the  death  or  resignation  of  such  incum- 
bent. Thus,  King  Edward  the  6th,  being  patron  of  a  church 
full  of  an  incumbent,  by  his  letters  patent  granted  the  advow- 
son to  the  bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry  and  his  suc- 
cessors ;  and,  further,  by  the  said  letters  patent  granted,  that, 
after  the  avoidance  of  the  church  by  death,  resignation,  or 
otherwise,  the  said  bishop  and  his  successors  should  hold  the 
said  church  to  their  proper  use.  The  bishop  afterwards  made 
a  lease  by  indenture  for  sixty  years,  to  commence  at  such 
time  as  the  said  parsonage  should  come  to  the  hands  of  the 
said  bishop  or  his  successors  by  the  death,  resignation,  or 
otherwise,  of  the  incumbent,  which  lease  was  confirmed  by 
the  dean  and  chapter.  The  bishop  died;  the  incumbent 
died;  the  successor  of  the  bishop  entered,  and  made  a  lease 
for  twenty-one  years  to  Montgomery ;  and  it  was  resolved, 
that  the  first  lease  was  void,  because  the  lessor  had  nothing 
in  the  parsonage  impropriate  during  the  life  of  the  incum- 
bent, who  survived  the  lessor  (m) ;  and  that  it  could  not  take 
effect  by  estoppel,  because  it  appeared  in  the  indenture  itself 

Palmer  and  Rolle,  that  the  lease  was      renders  the  difference  unimportant, 
not  granted  by  Tonery  till  after  Bale's  (m)  Montgomery's  case,  2  Dy.244,a. 

death  ;  but  the  ground  of  the  judgment       10  Co.  48,  a. 

VOL.  I.  U 
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that  the  lessor  had  nothing  at  the  time  of  the  lease  made  (n). 
And  a  similar  case  (o)  was  afterwards  ruled  accordingly  hj 
Dyer,  Justice,  and  Welshe,  Justice. 

But  if  one  be  lawful  bishop  at  the  time  of  making  the 
lease,  no  subsequent  deprivation  wiU  avoid  it  {p). 

To  qualify  a  parson  to  bind  his  successor  by  lease,  it  is 
sufficient  if  he  be  a  parson  de  facto  at  the  time  of  the  lease. 
Thus,  where  a  layman  was  presented  to  a  benefice,  instituted, 
and  inducted,  and  leased  the  same  with  the  confirmation  of 
the  patron  and  ordinary,  and  was  then  deprived  on  the  ground 
of  his  being  a  lay  person,  still  the  lease  was  considered  unim- 
peachable, having  been  made  by  the  parson  de  facto,  and 
duly  confirmed  (9).  So,  when  the  clergy  were  prohibited 
from  marrying,  if  a  parson  made  a  lease  with  the  requisite 
confirmZT-d  wrafterwards  deprived  for  having  con- 
tracted  matrimony,  the  lease  could  not  be  disturbed,  as  he 
was  lawful  parson  at  the  period  of  confirmation  (r). 

Though  the  incumbent  be  even  an  infant  {s),  his  leases,  if 
duly  confirmed,  will  bind  his  successor;  for,  having  been 
regularly  admitted  to  ezerdse  the  ecclesiastical  function,  he 
is  supposed  to  be  as  competent  to  perform  all  things  in  his 
corporate  capacity  as  a  person  of  full  age  {t). 

And  it  seems  that  an  incumbent's  power  of  leasing,  as 
incumbent,  is  not  destroyed  by  Ids  election  merely  to  a 
bishopric;  for  the  vacancy  of  his  benefice  accrues  on  his 
consecration,  and  not  before  (ti). 

The  lessees  of  incumbents  guilty  of  simoniacal  dealings  are 
protected  by  an  act  of  parliament  (a?),  which  provided  (y),  that 

(n)  1  Co.  155,  a.  195.  pL  284. 

(0)  Jobflon  V.  ftfidiBel,  cited,  2  Dy.  (r)  1  Rol.  Ab.  Confinnation,  (F.) 

244,  b.  pi.  2.    2Dy.  lS3,a. 

(p)  Bac  Ab.  Leases,  (F.)  p.  867.  («)  See  leases  by  iofimts,  ante,  p.  83. 

Bro.  Ab.  Leases,  pi.  68.  note,  (m). 

(q)  Costard  v.  Winder,  or  VTuigate,  (()  Bro.  Ab.  Age,  pi.  64.  80.    Bac. 

Cro.  Efiz.  775  ;  S.  C.  Mo.  606.    Dr.  Ab.  Leases,  (F). 

Harscot's  case,  Comb.  202.     1  Rol.  Ab.  («)  The  King   v.  The    Bishop  of 

Confirmation,  (F.)  pL  1.    See  Bedin-  London,  Carth.  314.    41E.3.  5,b. 

field  V,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  (x)  1  W.  &  M.  st  1.  c  16. 

Pickering,  8  Dy.  292,  b. ;  S.  C.  Benl.  (y)  Sect.  8. 
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no  lease  or  leases  really  and  bon&  fide  made^  or  thereafter 
to  be  made^  by  any  such  person  simoniac^  or  simoniacally 
promoted  to  any  deanery^  prebend,  or  parsonage,  or  other 
ecclesiastical  benefice  or  dignity,  for  good  and  valuable  con- 
sideration, to  any  tenant  or  person  not  being  privy  unto,  or 
having  notice  of,  any  such  simony,  shall  be  impeached  or 
avoided  for  or  by  reason  of  such  simony,  but  shall  be  good 
and  effectual  in  law,  the  said  simony  notwithstanding. 

If  the  church  be  already  full  of  an  incumbent,  and  another 
be  collated  to  the  benefice  by  the  ordinary,  the  lease  of  the 
coUatee  cannot  be  supported,  though  confirmed  by  the  patron 
and  ordinary,  for  he  was  not  parson  when  he  granted  the 
lease  {z). 

So,  if  the  church  be  void,  and  one  wrongfully  enter,  and 
without  presentation  or  institution  occupy  the  benefice  as 
parson,  his  lease  is  void,  though  duly  confirmed  by  the  patron 
and  ordinary  (a).  So,  a  lease  by  a  parson  in  the  interval 
between  presentation  and  induction  will  not  bind  the  succes- 
sor, because  till  induction  the  lessor  can  have  nothing  in  the 
temporal  possessions  {b). 

According  to  Rolle  (c),  who  cites  9  H.  6.  88,  if  the  in- 
cumbent of  a  usurper  make  a  lease,  with  the  confirmation  of 
the  usurper  and  ordinary,  and  afterwards  the  true  patron 
recover  in  a  quare  impeditj  and  remove  the  incumbent,  the 
lease  is  defeated ;  for,  in  this  case,  he  says,  there  was  neither 
a  rightftd  parson  nor  patron;  but,  according  to  C.  B.  Gilbert  (rf), 
who  also  relies  on  9  H.  6.  88,  it  seems  that  the  lease  shall 
stand ;  because  there  was  a  patron  de  facto,  who  made  and 
confirmed  the  lease,  and  the  parson  coming  in  by  all  the 
solemnities  of  law,  when  the  church  was  void,  the  people 
could  take  notice  of  no  other;  and,  therefore,  all  acts  done  by 
him  and  legally  confirmed  are  good :  but  the  learned  baron, 

(2)  1  Rol.  Ab.  ConfirmatioD,  (F.)  2  Bla.  Com.  312.    Evans  «.  Aakwith, 

pi.  3.  ABCuithe,  or  Ascough^  W.  Jo.   158; 

(a)  1  Rol.  Ab.  Confirmation,  (F.)  S.  C.  Palm.  457;  Latdi,  233.    Hare 

pL  4.  V.  Bickley,  Plowd.  528,  a. 

(5)  Ibid.    Bae.  Ab.  Leaaee  (G.)  3.  (c)  1  Rol.  Ab.  480  <N.)  pL  4. 

p.  387.     Anon.  2  Dy.  221,  b.  pi.  (18).  {d)  Bac.  Ab.  Leases,  (G.)  3.  p.  387. 

U2 
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after  noticing  that  Bolle  cites  the  same  case  for  a  different 
position,  concludes  with,  ideo  quare. 

But  they  both  agree,  that  if  a  church  be  void,  and  one  enter 
and  occupy  of  his  own  wrong  as  parson,  without  presenta- 
tion or  institution,  and  make  a  lease,  which  is  confirmed  by 
the  patron  and  ordinary,  such  lease  cannot  be  supported,  as 
the  lessor  was  never  parson ;  for  none  can  be  parson  without 
presentation  or  collation  {e). 

During  the  progress  of  this  part  of  our  subject,  firequent 
allusion  has  been  made  to  the  circumstance  of  confirmation,  as 
being  necessary  to  the  validity  of  certain  ecclesiastical  leases; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  &cilities  of  leasing  afforded  by  the 
enabling  statutes  above  noticed  have  in  a  great  measure 
superseded  the  necessity  for  the  confirmation  required  by  the 
common  law,  still,  as  that  formality  is  essential  to  the  leases 
of  parsons  and  vicars,  who  are  excepted  firom  the  act  of 
82  Hen.  8.  c.  28,  and  other  spiritual  corporations  sole  which 
do  not  comply  with  the  provisions  of  such  enabling  acts,  the 
doctrine  retains  sufficient  importance  to  demand  a  detailed 
examination.  The  reader,  however,  will  bear  in  mind  that 
leases  at  common  law  only  are  here  referred  to. 

It  is  also  to  be  remembered  that  confirmation,  in  the  sense 
in  which  it  is  here  used,  signifies  an  assent  to,  concurrence 
in,  or  approbation  of,  the  grant  of  another,  and  may  be  made 
either  before  or  after  the  passing  of  any  interest;  and  in 
this  respect  is  distinguishable  firom  confirmation  in  its  usual 
meaning,  which  implies  an  interest  abready  passed  (/). 

In  some  cases^  the  confirmation  of  the  patron  is  necessary; 
in  others,  it  may  be  dispensed  with ;  the  distinction  depend- 
ing upon  the  nature  of  the  estate  or  right  vested  in  the 
lessor;  thus,  such  sole  corporations  as  have  not  the  absolute 
fee  and  inheritance  in  them,  as  prebendaries,  parsons,  vicars, 
and  the  like,  cannot  make  leases  at  common  law,  to  bind  their 
successors,  without  the  confirmation  of  the  patron ;  but  such 
sole  corporations  as  have  the  whole  estate  and  right  in  them, 

(e)  RoL  AK  ConfimuUion,  (F.)  pi.  4.    Bm.  Ab.  Leases,  (G.)  3.  p.  387. 

(/)  Chamben  on  Leases,  p.  277. 
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as  bishops;  or  such  corporations  aggregate  as  have  the  whole 
fee  and  inheritance  in  them^  as  dean  and  chapter^  master^ 
fellows^  and  schohirs^  of  any  college^  hospital^  &c.^  can^  though 
such  bishop,  dean,  master,  &c.,  be  presentable  (^).  The 
King's  confirmation,  therefore,  though  he  is  patron  of  all 
bishoprics,  and  of  most  ecclesiastical  dignities,  is  very  seldom 
required  (A). 

The  proper  parties  to  confirm  the  leases  of  archbishops  and 
bishops,  not  warranted  by  any  of  the  statutes  above  referred 
to,  are  their  respective  deans  and  chapters  (t).  The  confirm- 
ation of  the  King  is  not  necessary  (A:).  If  a  bishop  have  two 
chapters,  the  confirmation  of  both  chapters  must  be  ob- 
tained (/) ;  but  if  one  dean  and  chapter  surrender  their  pos- 
sessions to  the  King,  and  then  the  bishop  make  a  lease,  to 
which  confirmation  is  necessary,  and  the  lease  be  confirmed 
by  the  remaining  dean  and  chapter  only,  the  successor  will 
be  bound;  because,  by  the  surrender,  the  one  dean  and 
chapter  are  dissolved,  and  are  as  if  they  had  never  existed  {m) ; 
and  such  confirmation  will  be  sufficient,  although  the  dean 
and  chapter  so  dissolved  be  again  erected  (n).  The  bishopric 
of  Waterford  and  Lismore,  being  originally  two  bishoprics 
distinct,  were  by  lawful  authority,  in  the  reign  of  Edward 
the  3rd,  united  and  consolidated,  but  the  chapters  remained 
several :  after  this  union,  the  charter  of  which  was  lost,  the 
bishop  aliened  lands  of  the  see  of  Waterford  (o),  and  aliened 
lands  of  the  see  of  Lismore,  with  the  confirmation  of  the 


(ff)  Co.  lit  800,  b.  Bac  Ab.  Leases, 
(G.)  2.  p.  377.    3  Bos.  &  Pol.  328. 

(A)  Chamb.  on  Leases,  p.  265. 

ii)  Co.  Lit  800,  b.  8  Co.  75,  a. 
Jenk.  Cent  235,  case  11.  Bishop  of 
Salisbury's  case,  10  Co.  60,  a.  Bishop 
of  Hereford  v.  Soory,  Cro.  Eliz.  874. 
Bunny  v.  Wright,  L  Leon.  59. 

{k)  Co.  Lit  301,  a.  It  was  said  by 
Boteler,  in  argument,  in  Lewis  v. 
Adams,  3  July,  1843,  before  Wigram, 
V.  C,  that  the  leases  of  bishops  did  not 
require  confirmation  before  the  3rd 
council  of  Nice,  by  whose  decree  they 
were  restrained  from   aliening  their 


lands  without  the  confirmation  of  their 
chapters. 

(0  Co.  Lit  300,  b.  801,  a.  Anon. 
Dy.  58,  b.  pL  7.  Archbishop  of  Dub- 
lin V.  Bruerton,  3  Dy.  282,  b.;  S.  C. 
Jenk.  Ceat  285,  case  11.  Noy,  94. 
1  Leon.  234.    Latch,  237. 

(m)  Archbishop  of  Dublin  v.  Bruer- 
ton, sup.    Co.  Lit  301,  a. 

(n)  Bac  Ab.  Leases,  (G.)  2.  p.  379. 
1  Rol.  Ab.  477.  (H.)  pL  5.  6. 

(o)  Qy.  With  the  confirmation  of 
the  chapter  of  Waterford!  It  is  not 
so  stated  in  the  report 
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chapter  of  Lismore;  and  a  question  arose^  whether  such 
alienations^  being  without  the  confirmations  of  both  the  deans 
and  chapters,  were  not  voidable  by  the  successor;  and  it 
was  resolved,  that,  inasmuch  as  the  usage  had  been,  after  the 
said  union,  for  the  several  deans  and  chapters  severally  to 
make  confirmations,  it  must  be  intended  that  the  union  was 
made  especially  with  a  view  to  separate  confirmations ;  parti- 
cularly when  the  confusion  attendant  on  a  different  course,  and 
the  remoteness  of  the  deaneries  and  chapters  firom  each  other, 
were  taken  into  consideration.  But,  had  the  union  been  made 
generally,  and  the  bishop  been  eligible  by  both  chaptersi,  the 
estates  made  ought  to  have  been  confirmed  by  both  chapters  {p) . 

If  a  bishop  have  no  dean  and  chapter,  his  leases  must  be 
confirmed  by  the  clergy  of  his  diocese  {q). 

Where  leases  require  confirmation  by  the  dean  and  chapter, 
the  dean  himself  must  join  with  the  chapter ;  as  confirmation 
by  his  subdean,  deputy,  or  proctor,  will  not  be  sufficient; 
for  though  the  dean's  commissary  or  deputy  may  exercise 
his  spiritual  jurisdiction,  he  has  no  power  to  charge  the  pos- 
sessions of  the  church  (r) ;  unless,  perhaps,  he  be  invested  by 
the  patron  or  founder  of  the  corporation  with  authority  for 
that  purpose  {s), 

A  dean  by  recipere  in  commendam  {t),  as  he  holds  the 


(p)  The  case  of  the  Bishopric  of 
Waterford  and  Lismore,  12  Co.  71.  b. 

(q)  Case  of  Proxies,  or  Rex  v. 
Forth,  Day.  1.  Rol.  Ab.  Confirmation, 
(H)  pL  3.  Bao.  Ab.  Leases,  (G)  2. 
It  is  reUted  of  Ridley,  when  at  the 
stake,  that  ^  then  did  he  move  the  Lord 
Williams  to  intercede  that  the  leases 
which  he  had  made  as  bishop  of  Lon- 
don might  be  confirmed,  and  when  he 
had  relieved  his  conscience  of  this  his 
only  worldly  care,  a  kindled  faggot 
was  laid  at  his  feet."  Slant's  Hist  of 
the  Reformation,  p.  292. 

(r)  Bac.  Ab.  Leases,  (G)  2.  p.  329. 
Dean  and  Chapter  of  Feme's  case, 
Day.  42.  47.  Bishop  of  Litchfield  v. 
Fisher,  2  Dy.  145,  b.  Anon.  Dy. 
233,  b.  pi.  (13);  S.  C.  Jenk.  Cent.  229, 


case  97.  Evans  v.  Ascuidie,  Askwith, 
Asciuth,  or  Asooogh,  Palm.  457.  461 ; 
S.  C.  W.  Jo.  158 ;  Noy,  93-4  ;  Latch, 
31 .  233;  S.  C,  nom.  Yaoghan  v,  Ascue, 
2  RoL  450. 

(t)  Bac  Ab.  Leases,  (G)  2.  p.  380. 

(t)  Oommenda,  or  EccUna  commen- 
data,  is  a  living  commended  by  the 
crown  to  the  care  of  a  clerk,  to  hold 
till  a  proper  pastor  be  provided  for  it ; 
1  Bhi.  Com.  393;  and  he  to  whom  the 
church  is  commended  hath  the  profits 
thereof  only  for  a  certain  time,  and 
the  nature  of  the  church  b  not  changed 
thereby.  When  a  parson  is  made 
bishop,  there  is  a  cession  or  voidance 
of  his  benefice  by  tJie  promotion  ;  but 
if  the  King  by  special  dispensation 
give  him  power  to  retain  his  benefice, 
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deanery  simply  by  virtue  of  the  dispensation^  and  is  but  a 
depositary^  and  not  a  complete  dean^  is  not  competent  to 
confirm  the  bishop^s  lease  {u) ;  nor  is  it  settled  by  whom  that 
duty  must  in  this  case  be  performed.  In  all  probability^  by 
the  clergy  of  the  diocese^  as  in  cases  where  the  bishop  has  no 
dean  and  chapter  (^). 

But  it  is  otherwise^  where  the  dispensation  is  retinere  in 
commendam;  for  this  privilege  neither  confers  a  new  title  on 
the  dean  with  regard  to  his  deanery^  nor  deprives  him  of  his 
former  right ;  but  he  continues  dean  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses; and,  therefore^  no  disqualification  to  confirm  leases 
ensues  on  his  being  elected  bishop^  whether  of  an  English  or 
Irish  Mshopric  is  immaterial^  if  previously  to  consecration  he 
obtain  a  dispensation  retinere  in  commendam  (y),  So^  if  a 
bishop^  retaining  a  deanery  in  commendam^  be  translated  to 
another  bishopric^  and,  after  his  election,  and  before  con- 
firmation, obtain  a  new  dispensation  to  hold  the  same  deanery 
in  commendam  with  the  second  bishopric,  his  old  title  re- 
mains, and  confirmations  and  other  acts  done  by  him  as  dean 
are  as  effectual  as  if  he  had  never  been  made  a  bishop  (z). 
If  the  dispensation  be  deferred  till  after  the  consecration,  in 
the  case  of  a  newly-created  bishop,  or,  in  the  case  of  a  trans- 
lation, till  after  the  bishop  be  confirmed,  it  comes  too  late ; 


notwithstandiDg  his  promotion,  he  shall 
eootinue  parson,  and  is  said  to  hold  it 
in  commendam.  A  commendam  reU- 
nere  is  for  a  bishop  to  retain  benefices 
on  his  preferment,  and  tiiese  oommen- 
dams  are  granted  on  the  King's  man- 
date to  the  archbishop,  expresong  his 
eoBsenty  which  oontinnes  the  incom- 
heacjf  BO  that  there  is  no  oocasion  for 
institatioB.  A  oommendam  recipere  is 
to  take  a  benefioe  de  novo  in  the 
bishop's  own  gift,  or  in  the  gift  of  some 
other  parson,  whose  consent  mnst  be 
obtained. 

No  ecclesiastical  dignity,  office,  or 
benefice,  can  now  be  held  in  commen- 
dam by  any  bishop,  unless  he  held  the 
same  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the 


act  of  6  &  7  W.  4.  c.  77;  see  sect  18  ; 
and  every  commendam  thereafter 
granted,  whether  to  retain  or  to  re- 
ceive, and  whether  temporary  or  per- 
petoal,  is  thereby  declared  to  be  t^bao- 
lutely  void.    Sect  18. 

(u)  Evans  v,  Ascnithe,  Askwith,  As- 
ciuth,  or  Ascough,  or  Yanghan  v. 
Ascne,  sup.  Thoniborough's  oaee^ 
BendL  187. 

(x)  Bac  Ab.  Leases,  (G)  2.  p.  880. 
See  ante,  p.  294. 

(y)  Evans  v.  Askwith,  Ascnithe,  As- 
dnth,  or  Asooogh,  or  Yanghan  v. 
Aseae,  sup.  p.  294.  note,  (r)  Thom- 
borongh*8  case,  sap. 

(2)  Ibid.  Bac  Ab.  Leases,  (Q)  2. 
p.  380. 
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for  the  benefice  previously  holden  becomes  void  by  cession 
immediately  on  such  consecration  or  confirmation  (a). 

And  here  may  be  noticed  that  a  fiaculty  to  retain  the 
dignity  of  the  deanery^  and  to  receive  the  fruits  and  profits 
thereof^  is  tantamount  to  a  dispensation  to  retain  the  deanery 
itself  (ft). 

The  confirmation  by  the  dean  and  chapter  is  testified  by 
their  corporate  seal  being  affixed  to  the  lease^  an  act  equiva- 
lent to  delivery  in  the  case  of  common  persons  (c) ;  and  the 
seal  is  primfi  fade  evidence  that  the  confirmation  has  been 
fairly  obtained;  though  evidence  is  admissible  to  prove  the 
contrary  {d).  An  assent  given  by  the  dean  and  by  the 
various  members  constituting  the  chapter  at  dijfferent  times 
and  places^  being  but  the  assent  of  each  individual  in  his 
private  capacity^  will  not  amount  to  a  confirmation.  The 
performance  of  this  solemn  and  deliberate  act  requires  the 
personal  presence  of  the  dean  and  chapter  agriiulariier  con- 
gregati  {e) ;  but  they  are  not  constrained  to  assemble  in  their 
chapter-house ;  indeed^  the  place  of  meetings  provided  it  be 
the  same^  is  unimportant  (/). 

Nor  is  it  required  that  the  consent  of  every  member  be 
obtained :  provided  the  majority  confirm,  the  lease  is  good, 
notwithstanding  the  absence  or  positive  dissent  of  the  mi- 
nority (^).  Were  it  otherwise,  the  corruption  or  perverse- 
ness  of  one  or  two  members  might  prejudice  the  whole 
corporation  (A).  But  by  usage,  a  chapter  may  be  held 
without  a  majority  of  the  whole  body  (f). 

Though,  of  common  right,  the  assent  of  the'majority  was 


(a)  IHd. 

(6)  Ibid.    Palm.  476. 

(c)  The  case  of  the  Dean  and  Chap- 
ter of  Femes,  Day.  42,  b.  Bac.  Ab. 
Leases,  (6)  2.  p.  382.  Rol.  Ab.  Faits, 
(I)  pl.  4. 

{d)  Dr.  Haneot*s  case,  Comb.  202. 

(e)  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Feme's 
case,  Dav.  42,  b.  Evans  v.  Askwith, 
Ascuithe,  Asdath,  or  Asoough,  or 
Vauj^ian  v,  Ascue,  sup.     Bishop  of 


Litchfield  v.  Fisher,  2  Dy.  145,  b.  and 
marg.    But  see  3  T)y,  282,  b.  marg. 

(/)  Ibid.  And  see  3  Dy.  273,  b. 
marg. 

{g)  Dr.  Harsoot's  case,  Comb.  202. 
Bac  Ab.  Leases,  (G)  2.  p.  380.  See 
also  the  preamble  to  the  statute  of  33 
Hen.  8.  c.  27. 

(h)  Ibid. 

(t)  Dr.  Harsoot's  ease,  sup. 
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required,  a  practice  prevailed,  on  the  new  foundation  by  an 
indiyidual  of  a  hospital,  college,  deanery,  or  other  corpora- 
tion, of  providing,  among  their  peculiar  acts,  local  statutes, 
and  ordinances,  that  the  disagreement  of  any  one  of  such 
corporation,  having  power  to  assent  or  dissent,  should  annul 
the  power  of  the  others  to  grant  leases,  the  observance  of  such 
ordinances  being  moreover  enforced  by  the  obligation  of  an 
oath.  To  obviate  this  irregularity,  and  promote  conformity 
with  the  usages  of  the  common  law,  the  statute  of  33  H.  8. 
c.  27  {k),  invalidated  every  peculiar  act,  order,  rule,  and 
statute,  then  made,  or  thereafter  to  be  made,  which  might 
prevent  the  granting  of  leases  by  the  governor  or  ruler  of 
such  hospital,  college,  deanery,  or  other  corporation,  with 
the  consent  of  the  major  part  of  such  hospital,  &c.,  privileged 
to  give  or  withhold  their  consent :  and  declared  that  all  oaths 
theretofore  taken  for  the  observance  of  such  statutes  or  rules 
should  be  void ;  and  prohibited,  under  a  penalty  of  5/.  for 
every  offence,  the  giving  of  such  oaths  in  future. 

In  order  to  ascertain  by  whom  a  dean's  leases  must  be  con- 
firmed, it  is  necessary  to  distinguish  the  cases  in  which  he  is 
solely  seised,  from  those  in  which  the  dean  and  chapter  are 
seised  jointly. 

In  the  latter  case,  the  dean  and  chapter  may  grant  leases 
without  the  confirmation  of  any  person  (I);  but  they  must  all 
join  in  the  grant :  the  mere  assent  of  the  chapters,  and  the 
annexation  of  the  corporate  seal  to  the  lease  of  the  dean,  will 
not  answer  the  purpose;  for  the  estate  is  vested  in  them 
jointly  with  the  dean  (f»).  Nor  wiU  the  confirmation  of  such 
a  lease  by  the  chapter  by  a  distinct  deed  render  it  valid ;  for 
they  constitute  but  one  entire  body,  and  therefore  cannot 
sever  in  their  acts ;  but  the  concurrence  of  all  of  them  in  a 
confirmation  after  such  lease  will  amount  to  a  new  demise  {n). 

Where  the  dean  is  solely  seised,  his  leases  must  be  con- 
firmed by  the  chapter;  but  it  seems  doubtful  whether  the 

(k)  33  Hen.  8.  c.  27.  (m)  ChafyndeMeere'8CMe,Dy.40,b. 

(0  3  Bac.  Ab.   Leases,  (6)   1.  2.      RoL  Ab.  478  (K)  pi.  4. 
lit  8.  652.  (n)  1  Dy.  40,  b.  marg. 
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concurrence  of  the  bishop,  aa  well  as  of  the  chapter,  muist  be 
obtained.  The  early  cases,  though  not  expressly  deciding 
the  point,  appear  to  negative  the  necessity  for  his  confirma- 
tion. For  instance,  in  Chafyn  de  Meere's  case  (o),  the  dean 
of  Salisbury  made  a  lease  of  the  parsonage  of  Meere,  with 
the  consent  of  the  whole  chapter ;  and  the  court  held,  that,  if 
the  dean  and  chapter  together  were  parsons  imparson6es,  the 
lease  was  void,  because  all  of  them  were  capable  by  law  of 
making  a  lease,  or  being  impleaded ;  but  it  was  otherwise  if 
the  dean  alone  in  right  of  his  deanery  was  parson,  for  then 
he  alone  was  the  lessor,  and  the  chapter  only  assentors. 

The  like  inference  is  justified  by  the  case  of  Walrond  t;. 
PoUard  {p).  The  deanery  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Wells 
was  dissolved  by  surrender,  the  dissolution  was  confirmed  by 
act  of  parliament,  and  a  new  deanery  was  erected  by  the  act, 
and  to  the  King  was  given  the  nomination  by  letters  patent 
of  the  new  dean  and  his  successors:  the  court  were  of  opinion 
that  the  King's  confirmation  was  not  necessary,  for  the  words 
of  the  act  were,  that  the  new  dean  and  his  successors  might 
grant,  demise,  and  depart  with  their  possessions,  in  the  same 
manner  and  form  as  the  ancient  deans  might  and  used  to  do, 
which,  they  said,  never  was  to  have  the  confirmation  of  the 
bishop,  but  only  of  the  chapter.  This  case,  it  is  said,  cannot 
be  considered  as  a  direct  authority  against  the  necessity  for 
the  bishop's  concurrence,  as  it  depended  on  special  circum* 
stances  {g) ;  but,  supposing  the  bishop's  confirmation  to  have 
been  essential  in  the  generality  of  cases,  it  is  strange  that  no 
notice  is  taken  in  the  report  of  the  peculiar  ground  on  which 
the  deans  of  WeUs  originally  claimed  exemption  firom  the 
general  rule  of  law. 

So  in  Haley  v.  Bownd(r),  the  dean  of  Sarum,  seised  of  the 

(o)  1   Dy.  40,  b.    See  also  Jenk.  and  diapter ;  and  in  sapport  of  his 

Cent  235,  case  1 1.  poaition  refers  to  Goodman's  case,  Dy. 

(jp)  Walrond  «.PoUaid,SD7.27S,a.  272,  meaning,  no  donbt,  Walxond  v. 

Mirehouse,  in  his  treatiae  on  Advow-  PoUard,  sup. 

sons,  p.  33,  states,  that  all  deaneries  (q)  Chamb.  on  Leases,  p.  267. 

are  subject  to  episcopal  visitation,  and  (r)  Haley  v,  Rownd,  3  Dy.  349,  b.j 

that  the  grants  of  any  of  their  posses-  S.  C.  BenL  283. 
sions  must  be  confirmed  by  the  bishop 
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rectory  of  Sonning  in  right  of  his  deanery^  leased  200  acres 
thereof  for  the  term  of  sixty  years^  and  the  lease  was  con- 
firmed by  the  dean  and  chapter.  The  case  was  determined 
without  reference  to  the  question  in  discussion;  but  no 
objection  was  taken  to  the  lease  on  account  of  its  not 
being  confirmed  by  the  bishop. 

And  RoUe^  in  his  Abridgment  («),  asserts^  without  qualifica- 
tion^  that  the  assent  of  the  chapter  is  a  sufficient  confirmation^ 
as  the  dean  solely  has  the  estate ;  and  he  adds,  somewhat 
incondusively  perhaps,  that  the  writ  de  sine  asaentu  capUuli  (/) 
would  prove  that  only  one  assent  is  necessary. 

These  cases,  therefore,  if  not  decisiyely  in  favor  of  the 
validity  of  the  dean's  lease,  though  it  be  not  confirmed  by 
the  bishop,  require  strong  authority  to  estabUsh  an  opposite 
doctrine. 

It  appears,  indeed,  that  Lord  Chief  Baron  Oilbert  was 
inclined  to  a  difTerent  opinion  («f).  That  learned  judge,  after 
noticing  that  several  books  seemed  to  hold  that  the  confirma- 
tion of  the  chapter  alone,  without  the  bishop,  was  sufficient 
to  make  good  the  dean^s  leases  or  grants  that  needed  confir- 
mation, observed,  ''but  yet  it  is  laid  down  as  a  rule  in  the 
Parson's  Counsellor  [x),  that  the  bishop's  confirmation,  as  well 
as  the  chapter's,  is  necessary  to  all  leases  and  grants  made  by 
the  dean;  and  what  is  said  by  Fitzherbert  (y),  that  the  bishop 
and  chapter  are  in  law  looked  upon  but  as  one  body,  seems 
also  to  favor  this  opinion;  for  it  is  reasonable  that  the 
whole  body  should  consent  to  the  granting  of  their  posses- 
sions, and  not  that  the  bishop,  who  is  the  head  of  the  body, 
should  be  unconcerned  therein :  also  the  possessions  of  the 
dean  are  said  to  be  derived  fix)m,  and  carved  out  of,  the 
bishopric;  and  the  bishop  de  jure  is  said  to  be  patron  of 
the  deanery;  which  are  all  strong  arguments  to  prove  the 
bishop's  confirmation  necessary;  though  no  book  case  can  be 

(«)  1  Rol.  Ab.  478  (K)  pL  I.    And  (x)  Degge,  120. 

see  Plowd.  538.  (j^)  F.  N.  B.  194.  and  p.  451,  7th 

(0  F.  N.  B.  194  ;  and,  7th  ed.,  450.  edit 
(«)  1 1  Bac.  Ab.  Leasee, (6)  2.  p.  378. 
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found  expressly  to  warrant  it^  but  rather  the  contrary,  as 
appears  by  the  cases  first  cited  (xr),  wherein  no  notice  is  taken 
of  the  bishop^s  confirmation,  or  that  it  is  necessary/'  The 
passage  concludes  with,  ideo  qtuere.  • 

It  is  clear  that  the  King's  confirmation  is  not  necessary, 
unless  the  deanery  be  merely  donative,  in  which  case  his 
consent  and  confirmation,  as  patron,  must  be  obtained ;  and 
this  without  the  bishop's  confirmation  is  sufficient,  as  in  all 
other  donatives,  with  which  the  bishop  has  nothing  to  do  (a). 

The  distinction  between  the  sole  seisin  of  the  dean,  in 
right  of  his  deanery,  and  his  seisin  jointly  with  his  chapter, 
leads  to  the  consequence,  that,  in  the  former  case,  the  assent 
of  the  chapter  is  all  that  is  required  of  them ;  and  if  that  be 
obtained,  and  their  common  seal  be  annexed  to  the  deed, 
their  concurrence  in  the  operative  or  granting  part  of  the 
lease  may  be  dispensed  with;  but,  in  the  latter,  as  the  chapter 
have  an  equal  interest  in  the  lands,  and  constitute  but  one 
body  in  law,  they,  as  well  as  the  dean,  must  be  granting 
parties,  and  a  mere  consent  will  not  be  sufficient  (b). 

Prebendal  leases,  when  they  need  confirmation,  must  be 
confirmed  by  the  bishop,  dean,  and  chapter  (c).  The  bishop's 
concurrence  is  requisite  because  he  is  the  patron  and  ordinary 
of  every  prebend  {d) ;  and  that  of  the  dean  and  chapter, 
because  the  patronage  constitutes  part  of  the  possessions  of 
the  bishopric,  of  which  the  bishop  cannot  dispose  without 
their  consent  (e).  But  it  is  observable,  that  if  he  alone  con- 
firm the  lease,  and,  on  the  prebendary's  death,  collate  another 
to  the  benefice,  the  new  incumbent  cannot  avoid  the  lease, 
because  he  derives  his  interest  purely  firom  the  collation  of 
the  bishop,  as  patron  and  ordinary,  without  any  aid  or  con- 

(2)  Being  the  cases  noticed  above.  Dy.  61,  b.  pi.  (30).     Hodgeskms  v. 

(a)  Bac.  Ab.  Leases,  (G)  2.  p.  378.  Tucker,  2  Dy.  239,  a.  b.  ;  S.  C.  BenL 

Rol.  Ab.  Confirmation,   (R.)    pi.   1.  80.  pi.  126.    Champion's  case,  1  Dy. 

Wahx>nd  v.  Pollard,  3  Dy.  273,  a.  b.  106,  b. 

(h)  Chafyn  de  Meere's  case,  1  Dy.  (d)  Ibid.    1  Rol.  Ab.  481,  Confirm- 

40, b.    Plowd.  199.    Ireland  v.  Barker,  ation,  (P)  pi.  3.    Dy.  61,  b.  pi.  (30). 
Godb.  210.   2  Leon.  176.  Clark's  case,  (e)  1  Ro).  Ab.  479,  (M)  pi.  2  ;  481, 

4  Leon.  11.  (P)  pi.  1.    Smith  v.  Bowles,  3  Bolstr. 

(r)  Jenk.  Cent.  235,  case  1 1 .    Anon.  290. 
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currence  of  the  dean  and  chapter  (/).  If  even  the  bishop  be 
translated^  or  resign^  or  be  deprived  of  his  bishopric,  the  leases 
confirmed  hj  him  alone  will,  during  his  life,  bind  the  succeed- 
ing bishop  and  his  incumbent;  but  on  Ids  death  they  are  at 
an  end  (ff). 

Where  a  rectory  within  the  diocese  of  Exeter  had,  by  the 
grant  of  King  Henry  the  2nd,  and  of  the  bishop  of  Exeter, 
been  annexed  to,  and  become  parcel  of,  the  prebend  of  Salis- 
bury, it  was  held,  that  a  lease  by  the  prebendary,  confirmed 
by  the  bishop  of  Salisbury  and  the  dean  and  chapters  of 
Salisbuiy,  though  not  by  the  bishop  of  Exeter,  was  good ;  for 
although  he  was  inducted  by  the  latter,  yet  he  was  instituted 
by  the  former,  and  swore  to  him  the  oath  of  canonical 
obedience  (A). 

The  leases  of  archdeacons  and  canons  must,  in  like  manner, 
be  confirmed  by  the  bishop,  dean,  and  chapter  (f). 

Leases  by  parsons  and  vicars  who,  as  we  may  remember  (A), 
were  specially  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  the  enabling 
statute  of  32  Hen.  8.  c.  28,  in  general  require  no  other  con- 
firmation than  that  of  the  patron  of  the  living,  and  of  the 
bishop  of  the  diocese  (/).  The  parson  is  the  only  granting  or 
leasing  party ;  the  patron  and  ordinary,  who  have  no  real 
interest  in  the  lands,  though  the  law  considers  it  expedient 
to  require  their  concurrence,  express  their  consent  in  the 
body  of  the  deed,  and  affix  their  respective  seals  in  evidence 
of  the  fsEuH;  (m). 

If  the  bishop  be  patron  of  the  church,  in  right  of  his 
bishopric,  and  ordinary  also,  the  confirmation  of  the  dean 
and  chapter  must  be  obtained;  as  the  advowson  of  the  church 
constitutes  parcel  of  the  bishopric,  and  cannot  be  charged  by 

(/)  Ibid.    Anon.  3  Dy.  356,  b.  pi.  (k)  Ante,  p.  239. 

(42).   Co.  lit  829,  a.   Bac.  Ab.  LeAses,  (I)  Co.  Lit  300,  b.    3  Boe.  &  Pul. 

(6)  2.  p.  376.    1  LeoD.  235.  328.    See  5  &  6  Vict  e.  108,  &  20, 

(ff)  Bac  Ab.  Leasee,  (G)  2.  p.  376-7.  which  requires,  in  the  particular  cases 

(A)  Gie  V.  Bider,  1  Sid.  75  ;  S.  C.  there  provided  for,  the  consent  of  the 

nom.  Jay  v.  Ryder,  I  Keb.  280.    Leigh  patron  and  ecdeoastical  commiaBionerB 

V.  Hellisr,  RoL  Ab.  Confirmation,  (L).  for  EngUnd.    See  ante,  p.  279. 

Herbert  v.  Munday,  Cro.  Eliz.  587.  (m)  Bac.  Ab.  Leases,  (G)  2.  p.  383. 

<t    Bae.  Ab.  Lnses,  (G)  2.  p.  376. 
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the  bishop^  to  the  prejudice  of  his  sncoessor^  without  such 
confirmation  (n).  Nor^  on  the  oliher  hand,  can  the  confirma- 
tion by  the  dean  and  chapteri  without  that  of  the  bishop, 
where  he  is  patron  as  well  as  ordinary,  avail  against  the 
succeeding  coUatee ;  for  he  claims  his  benefice  under  a  title 
unconnected  with,  and  independent  of,  their  assent  or  con- 
currence (o).  Thus,  one  Bawlings,  then  formerly  a  provost 
in  the  cathedral  church  of  Wells,  bang  parson  impanon^e  of 
the  parsonage  of  Winsame,  made  a  lease,  before  the  statute  of 
IS'Eliz.  c.  10,  of  the  land  and  tithes  of  the  parsonage  for 
fifty  years  to  one  Tucker,  rendering  rent ;  and  the  lease  was 
confirmed  by  the  dean  and  chapter,  but  not  by  the  bishop, 
who  was  patron  and  ordinary;  and,  the  deanery  of  Wells 
being  afterwards  dissolved,  and  a  new  deanery  erected  by  act 
of  parliament,  it  was  declared  that  the  same  provostship  should 
be  united  to  the  new  deanery  whenever  it  should  become 
vacant.  On  the  death  of  RawUngs,  the  provost  and  lessor, 
the  first  dean  of  the  new  erection,  after  acceptance  of  rent 
from  Tucker,  made  a  new  lease,  before  the  13th  of  Eliz.,  of 
the  said  land  and  tithes  for  sixty  years,  with  the  confirmation 
of  the  bishop,  and  of  the  dean  and  chapter  also ;  and  the 
court  held,  that  the  lease  of  the  provost  was  not  voidable  only, 
but  actually  void  and  determined  by  his  death,  notwith* 
standing  the  acceptance  of  rent  by  the  new  dean;  because  the 
bishop  of  the  diocese  had  not  confirmed  it  {p). 

But  if  the  bishop  only,  being  patron  as  well  as  ordinary, 
confirm  the  lease  of  the  parson,  and  upon  his  death  the  bishop 
collate  another  to  the  living,  the  new  incumbent  cannot  avoid 
his  predecessor's  lease,  notwithstanding  its  want  of  confirma- 
tion by  the  dean  and  chapter;  for,  deriving  hb  interest  solely 
from  the  bishop,  he  is  bound  by  what  Ids  patron  had  pre- 
viously done  (9).  The  law  is  the  same  whether  the  lease  be 
made  by  a  parson,  vicar,  dean,  archdeacon,  or  prebendary  (r). 

(n)  Co.  Lit  300,  b.    3  Dy.  356,  b.  (q)  Anon.  Dy.  356,  b.  pi.  (42).    Co. 

RoL  Ab.  Confirmation,  (P)  pi.  1.  Lit  329,  a.    1  Leon.  235.    Smith  v. 

(0)  Bac.  Ab.  Leases,  (G)  2.  p.  376.  Bowles,  1  Rol.  Ab.  479,  Confirmation, 

(p)  Hodgeskins  v.   Tucker,  2  Dy.  (M).  pi.  3. 

239,  a. ;  S.  C.  Benl.  80.  pi.  126.  (r)  Ibid. 
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In  case  the  bishop  be  translated,  or  resign,  or  be  deprived 
of  his  bishopric,  his  confirmation,  without  that  of  the  dean 
and  chaptCT,  will  bind  his  successor,  during  his  (the  bishop's) 
life(«);  but,  having  no  power  to  chaise  the  possessions  of  the 
bishopric  for  a  longer  period  than  his  own  life,  without  their 
consent,  the  sole  confirmation  of  the  bishop  must  necessarily 
determine  on  his  death  {t). 

The  confirmation  of  the  dean  and  chapter  is  not  necessary 
to  a  lease  by  a  parson  or  vicar  («). 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  distinction  before  taken  {x) 
between  dispensations  recipere  in  commendam,  and  retinere 
in  commendam,  is  as  applicable  to  bishoprics  as  to  deaneries  (y) . 
A  mere  commendatory  bishop  in  the  recipere  cannot  confirm 
leases;  but,in  such  case, the  duty  devolves  on  the  archbishop  (z). 
The  suffiragans,  commissaries,  or  deputies,  of  bishops,  and 
guardians  of  the  spiritualities  during  a  vacancy,  are  subject 

« 

to  the  same  disability  (a). 

Where  there  is  a  patron  paramount,  as  well  as  an  imme- 
diate patron,  confirmation  by  the  latter  only  is  not  good: 
for  example,  if  a  parson,  being  patron  in  right  of  his  par- 
sonage of  S.,  present  B.,  a  lease  by  B.,  confirmed  by  the 
patron  and  ordinary,  is  not  good,  unless  it  be  also  confirmed 
by  the  patron  of  the  rectory;  because  both  have  an  interest 
in  the  possessions  of  the  church  of  S.  (b).  But  where  a  par- 
sonage within  the  diocese  of  Winton  was  annexed  to  a 
prebend  in  Sarum,  it  was  held,  that  a  lease  made  by  the  pre- 
bendary, with  the  confirmation  of  the  bishop,  dean,  and 
chapter,  of  Sarum,  could  not  be  avoided  for  want  of  con- 
firmation by  the  bishop  of  Winton  (c). 

If  the  parsonage  or  vicarage  be  donative,  no  other  con- 
firmation than  that  of  the  patron  is  required  {d). 

(t)  Bac  Ab.  LeMes,  (G)  2.    Co.  Lit.  (a)  Latch,  237. 

300,  b.  {h)  Co.  Lit  300,  b.  Bac.  Ab.  Leases, 

(0  ftid,  (G)  2.  p.  377. 

(tt)  Co.  Lit  300,  b.     1  RoL  Ab.48L  (c)  Herbert  v.  Monday,  Cro.  Elit 

Confirmation,  (Q).  pi.  2.     Bro.  Ab.  587.    Jay  v.  Ryder,  1  Keb.  280 ;  S.  C, 

Leases,  pi.  64.  nom.  Gie  v.  Rider,  Sid.  75.    Leigh  v. 

{x)  Ante,  p.  294-5.  Hellier,  Rol.  Ab.  Confirmation,  (L). 

(y)  Bac  Ab.  Leases,  (G)  2.  p.  380.  (d)  RoL  Ab.  Confirmation,  (R)  pi.  1. 

(z)  Ibid.  Co.  Lit  344,  a. 
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A  lease  by  a  perpetual  curate  of  land  annexed  to  his 
curacy  by  the  governors  of  Queen  Anne's  Bounty^  under 
2  stat.  1  Oeo.  1.  {e),  requires  the  confirmation  of  the  ordi- 
nary as  well  as  that  of  the  patron  (/). 

A  confirmation  may  arise  by  construction  of  law^  as  well  as 
by  the  direct  act  of  the  party.  Thus,  where  a  parson  demised 
his  rectory  to  W.  H.,  then  patron  of  the  same  rectory,  and 
he  assigned  the  lease,  with  the  confirmation  of  the  bishop,  it 
was  held,  that  the  assignment  imported  in  itself  a  confirma- 
tion of  the  term;  because,  a  confirmation  being  but  an  assent 
under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  party  confirming,  such  assent 
was  manifested  by  the  fact  of  assigning  over  (g).  But  the 
mere  acceptance  by  the  patron  of  a  lease  firom  the  incumbent 
will  not  amount  to  a  confirmation  (A). 

Where  the  parties  required  to  confirm  constitute  a  cor- 
poration aggregate,  as  a  dean  and  chapter,  warden  and 
college,  mayor  and  commonalty,  it  is  not  necessary  in  the 
deed  of  confirmation  to  mention  either  the  christian  or  sur- 
name of  the  head  of  the  corporation;  for,  on  his  death,  his 
place  is  supplied  by  the  successor,  without  any  extinguish- 
ment of  the  functions  of  the  corporate  body  (t).  But  where 
the  corporation  consists  of  a  single  person,  as  a  bishop,  dean, 
&x;.,  his  christian  name  at  least  should  be  mentioned,  that  it 
may  appear  in  whose  time  the  confirmation  was  made  {k). 

As  the  confirmation  is  in  truth  no  more  than  an  assent, 
it  is  immaterial  whether  it  precede,  or  be  given  subsequeotly 
to,  the  demise  (Q ;  and  if  the  deed  of  confirmation  bear  date 
before  the  lease  intended  to  be  confirmed,  but  by  agreement 


(e)  2  Stat  1  Geo.  1. c.  10.  w. 4,&21. 

(/)  Doedem.Bichard8onv.Thoiiia8, 
9  AdoL  &  £11. 556;  S.  G.  1  Per.  &  Day. 
678. 

(g)  Hodges  v.  Newcomen,  cited,  5 
Co.  15,  a.;  and  3  Baktr.  238.  Maand, 
or  Mawde,  v.  French,  1  RoL  361 ;  2 
RoL  8  ;  S.  C,  nom.  Mande  v.  French, 
J.  Bridgm.  92.    Co.  Lit  301,  h. 

(h)  Ibid.  RoL  Ah.  Confirmation, 
(0)  pi.  6. 


<f)  The  Deen  &  Chapter  of  Bziatol 
V.  Clerke,  or  The  SerjeantB*  Case,  Dy. 
83,  a.  86,  a  b.  Champion's  case,  Dy. 
106,  b.  Carter  v.  Claycole,  1  Leon. 
306 ;  S.  C,  nom.  Carter  v.  CmmweU, 
1  And.*  248. 

(1)  Ibid. 

(2)  Co.  Lit  300,  b.  Anon.  3  Leon. 
17,  case  iO^per  Catline,  Southcote,  and 
Whiddon,  against  Wray  ;  S.  C.  Ow.  33. 
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the  deed  confirmed  be  first  deliyered^  the  confirmation  is 
good  {m). 

Rolle^  however^  in  his  Abridgment  {n),  advances  a  contrary 
doctrine.  It  is  there  laid  down^  that  confirmation  made  and 
delivered  before  the  parson's  grant  is  not  good ;  and  that  the 
confirmation  in  this  case,  though  again  delivered  after  the 
grant,  will  be  inoperative;  as  it  was  a  deed  hj  the  first  delivery, 
and  the  second  delivery  conld  not  amount  to  an  assent,  because 
the  assent  must  be  given  by  deed.  But  this  position  does  not 
appear  to  be  entitled  to  much  weight.  The  other  cases, 
observes  C.  B.  Gilbert  (o),  are  express,  and  the  reason  of  the 
thing  seems  likewise  to  make  for  it;  for  the  confirmation 
being  nothing  but  an  assent  or  agreement  that  the  bishop  or 
parson  may  make  such  lease,  when  this  assent  appears,  and 
a  lease  be  made  pursuant  to  it,  there  can  be  no  reason  to 
impeach  the  lease  after,  which  has  all  the  sanction  that  the 
law  requires,  viz.,  the  concurrence  and  assent  of  the  persons 
appointed  by  law  to  that  purpose,  and  before  or  after  are  only 
circumstances  of  time,  which  seem  not  material  when  the 
assent,  which  is  the  substance,  suf&ciently  appears. 

We  therefore  find,  that  if  a  lease  be  made  by  a  bishop  on 
the  2nd  of  May,  and  confirmed  by  the  dean  and  chapter  on 
the  1st  (jp);  or  if  it  be  made  on  the  2nd  day  of  May,  and 
confirmed  on  the  3rd,  and  sealed  on  the  4th  {q) ;  in  either 
case,  the  confirmation  is  good.  So,  where  a  bishop  granted 
a  lease  for  years  to  the  King,  and  the  dean  and  chapter  con- 
firmed it  before  enrolment,  this  was  held  to  be  a  good  confir- 
mation, although  the  lease  was  not  in  esse  at  the  time(r). 
So,  where  a  bishop,  before  the  restraining  statutes,  made  a 
charter  of  feoffment,  with  a  letter  of  attorney  to  make  livery, 
and  before  livery  the  dean  and  chapter  confirmed  the  deed. 


(m)  Bac.  Ab.  Leases,  (6)  4.  p.  388.  (q)  Bac.  Ab.  Leases,  (6)  4.  pw  388. 

(n)  RoL  Ab.  480,  Ck)iifirmation,  (0).  (r)  1  Rol.  Ab.478,ConiirmatioD,(H). 

pi  4.  5.  pL  7.     Co.  Lit  301,  a.     Palm.  466. 

(o)  Bac.  Ab.  Leases,  (G)  4.  p.  308-9.  Latcb.  240. 
Ip)  Anon.  Ow.  33.    Co.  Lit  300,  b. 
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the  confirmation  was  sufficient^  and  livery  made  afterwards 
was  good  {$), 

So,  where  a  bishop  granted  a  lease  for  years  with  the 
confirmation  of  the  dean  and  chapter^  and  afterwards  granted 
a  reversionary  lease  of  the  same  land  to  another  for  twenty 
years^  and  then^  before  eonfirmation^  granted  a  lease  of  the 
same  lands  to  a  third  person  for  sixty  years^  to  commence 
immediately ;  and  the  last  lease  was  first  confirmed^  and  then 
the  reversionary  lease  was  confirmed,  the  reversionary  lease 
was  preferred  to  the  last ;  for  no  estate  passed  by  the  confir- 
mation^ the  object  of  which  was  to  render  durable  and  efifectual 
the  interest  already  vested  in  the  lessee  (/). 

A  lease  made  by  a  parson  before  the  statute  of  13  Eliz.  c.  10, 
for  a  greater  number  of  years  than  that  act  allows,  but  not 
confirmed  till  after  it,  was  held  to  be  good ;  for  the  act  referred 
to  future  alienations  by  incumbents,  and  not  to  their  existing 
leases ;  nor  to  confirmations  after  the  statute  of  leases  made 
before  it(tt). 

The  period  within  which  confirmation  of  the  leases  of 
parsons  and  others  not  absolutely  seised  of  the  fee-simple  of 
the  ecclesiastical  possessions  must  be  obtained  is  confined 
to  the  lifetime  and  incumbency  of  the  lessor ;  for  after  his 
death,  resignation,  deprivation,  or  other  amotion,  the  lease 
becomes  void  for  want  of  confirmation  (x).  Nor  can  subse- 
quent confirmation  revive  it,  though  made  in  the  vacation 
before  any  successor  comes  in  (y).  But  confirmation  of  a 
parson's  lease  may  be  obtained  at  any  time  during  the  incum- 
bency, although  neither  of  the  confirming  parties  was  bishop 
or  patron  at  the  time  of  the  lease  (z). 

(<)  Ibid.     And  see  Diiimiock*8  or  (x)  Co.  lit  301,  a.  841,  b.    Bac 

Dymmock*8  case,  Hob.  136 ;  S.  C.  Cro.  Ab.  Leasee,  (G)  4.  p.  389.    Herreyong 

Jac.  408.  and  Goddard's  case,  Dy.  46,  a.  Hodge- 

(t)  Mo.  66.  pi.  180.    Cro.  Eliz.  430.  skins  v.  Tucker,  2  Dy.  239,  a. ;  S.  C. 

(u)  Higgins  v.  Grant,  Cro.  Eliz.  18.  Benl.  80.  pL  126.    Higgins  v.  Grant, 

Denny  v.  Eakenstail,  Cro.  Eliz.  430  ;  Cro.  Eliz.  18.    Johnson's  case,  Hetl.  88. 

B.  C,  nom.  Arkingsal  v.  Denny,  Mo.  (y)  Ibid. 

459.  pi.  636.    Newcomen's  case,  cited,  (z)  Banister's  case,  Cro.  Car.  38. 

1  RoL  171.    Bridgm.  83.    5  Co.  15,  a.  2  Dy.  289,  b.  maig. 
Frenche's  ease,  cited,  Cro.  Jac.  53. 
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Some  of  the  cases  (a),  however^  draw  a  distinction  between 
a  chattel,  and  a  fireehold  lease^  and  maintain  that  the  latter 
are  voidable  only  by  the  entry  of  the  succeeding  incnmbent, 
and  not  void. 

The  patron's  confirmation  cannot  endure  for  a  longer 
period  than  the  continuance  of  his  estate.  Thus^  if  his  estate 
be  conditional  upon  his  performing  some  act,  and  after 
confirming  the  incumbent's  lease,  the  condition  be  broken, 
the  confirmation  is  determined  {b) .  So,  if  the  patron  be  tenant 
for  life,  or  in  tail,  his  confirmation  will  not  be  binding  on  his 
successor  after  his  death,  but  on  such  only  as  come  into  the 
church  during  his  life  (e) ;  and,  therefore,  the  presentee  of  a 
remainder-man  or  reversioner  after  the  death  of  a  tenant  for 
life,  or  of  issue  in  tail  after  the  death  of  his  ancestor,  may 
avoid  the  lease  so  confirmed  by  the  tenant  for  life  or  in  tail  {d). 
And  even  if  the  son  and  heir  apparent  of  the  tenant  in  tail 
of  an  advowson  join  with  his  &ther  in  the  confirmation,  he 
wiU  not  be  bound,  as  he  has  no  interest  at  the  time  (e).  But 
a  disentailment  of  the  estate  tail  will  of  course  preclude  the 
issue  from  disturbing  the  lessee  (/).  So,  formerly,  where  a 
tenant  in  tail  discontinued  the  estate  tail,  the  lease  confirmed 
by  him  could  not  be  avoided  during  the  discontinuance  {g). 

So,  where  husband  and  wife,  being  patrons  in  right  of  the 
wife,  confirm  a  lease  made  by  the  parson,  she  will  not  be 
bound  by  the  confirmation  in  case  of  her  surviving  her 
husband,  for  her  mere  deed  during  coverture  is  voidable,  if 
not  void  {h) :  though,  without  doubt,  the  husband  will  be 


(a)  Hodgeddns  v.  Tucker,  2  Dy. 
239,  a.  b. ;  S.  C.  BenL  80.  pL  126. 
(5)  Co.  lit  800,  b. 

(c)  Ibid.  Lit  8.  528.  Lancaster 
V.  Lacaa,  1  Leon.  234.  Maund,  or 
Mawde,v.  French,  1  RoL  36;  2  RoL  8; 
J.  Bridgm.  92.  RoL  Ab.  Confirmation, 
(N).  pi.  2. 

(d)  Ibid.    Stebbing  v.  ,  3  Dy. 

252,  a. 

(e)  1  Rol.  Ab.  482,  Confizmation, 
(S)  pi.  2.  And  see  Sir  Marmaduke 
Wivell's  cam,  Hob.  45;  S.  C,  nom. 


Wivel  V,  Bishop  of  Chester,  1  Brownl. 
165. 

(/)  Co.  Lit  300,  b.  BacAb.  Leases, 

(G)  3.  p.  885.    Stebbing  v. ,  3  Dy, 

252.  tk, 

(g)  Ibid.  Discontinuances  are  now 
at  an  end.  See  3  &  4  W.  4.  c.  27,  and 
8  &  9  Vict  c.  106. 

(h)  lRoLAb.479,Confirmation,(N) 
pt  1.  Lancaster  v.  Lucas,  1  Leon.  233. 
Anon.  Dy.  133,  a.  And  seeasto leases 
by  husband  and  wife,  ante,  p.  1 38,  et  »eq. 
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bounds  if  he  survive,  and  be  entitled  as  tenant  by  the 
curtesy  (t). 

On  the  same  principle,  if  the  patron,  previously  to  confirm- 
ing his  incumbent's  lease,  grant  the  next  avoidance  to  another, 
the  presentee  of  the  grantee  may  defeat  the  lease,  unless  the 
grantee  also  confirm  it  [k).  And  when  once  defeated,  no 
future  circumstance  can  revive  it  as  against  a  succeeding 
incumbent ;  although  he  be  presented  by  the  very  patron  by 
whom  it  had  previously  been  confirmed  (Q. 

If  the  patronage  reside  in  three  coparceners,  or  tenants  in 
common,  all  must  join  in  confirming  the  parson's  lease,  to 
render  it  binding  on  the  next  incumbent,  because  they  con* 
stitute  but  one  patron  (m).  But  if  the  parson  make  a  lease 
for  years,  which  is  confirmed  by  the  ordinary  and  one  only 
of  two  patrons  of  the  church,  and  after  the  parson's  death  the 
ordinary  collate  by  lapse,  it  appears  that  such  confirmation 
will  be  good  against  the  collatee  (n). 

If  there  be  a  composition  to  present  by  turns,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  a  lease  confirmed  by  him  who  has  the  next  turn  will 
bind  his  presentee  (o). 

The  confirmation  need  not  be  for  the  entire  term  granted 
by  the  lease,  but  may  embrace  a  portion  of  the  years  only. 
To  effect  the  latter  object,  however,  proper  words  are  neces- 
sary; for  if  a  lease  requiring  confirmation  be  granted  for 
twenty-one  years,  and  the  parties  possessing  the  right  of 
confirming  confirm  the  demise,  or  the  grants  or  the  term,  or 
the  estate,  each  of  which  is  in  itself  entire,  for  seven  years 
only,  and  no  more,  the  confirmation  will  extend  to  the  whole 
term ;  for*  the  words  of  qualification  are  repugnant,  and  inca- 
pable of  confirming  a  lease  and  term  of  twenty-one  years 


(0  Co.  Lit  29,  a.  166,  b.  (I)  Ibid.    Bac.  Ab.  Leases,  (G)  3. 

(h)  Anon.  Dy.  72,  b.  pi.  (5) ;  and  p.  886. 

Ibid.  marg. ;  cited.  Mo.  481.     Earl  of  (m)  Bae.  Ab.  Leases,  (6)  3.  p.  386. 

Bedford's  case,  7  Co.  8,  a.    Oldfield  v.  (n)  Ibid.     Lancaster  v,   Lucas,  1 

Plowden,  W.  Jo.  454;  Plowden  v.  Old-  Leon.  233.    The  case  was  adjourned  ; 

ford,  Cro.  Car.  582.     Spendlowes  v.  bat  see  Dy.  72,  b.  marg.  (5). 

Burket,  Hob.  7.    Anon.  2  Dy.  133,  a.  (o)  Bac  Ab.  Leases,  (6)  3.  p.  386. 

pi.  (1).     Anon.  Mo.  66.  pL  180.  Lancaster  v.  Lucas,  1  Leon.  234. 
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for  seven  years  (p) .  But  the  confirmmg  parties  may^  without 
inconsistency^  confirm  the  land,  or  part  of  the  land^  as  one  or 
more  acres^  for  a  shorter  period  than  the  term  granted,  or 
with  a  condition  annexed  {q). 

But  if  the  lease  be  for  a  life  or  lives,  instead  of  years,  it 
appears  that  the  confirmation  cannot  be  apportioned  (r). 

The  leases  of  bishops  and  deans,  who  have  the  absolute  fee 
in  themselves,  made  without  the  requisite  confirmation,  do  not 
appear  to  become  absolutely  void  on  their  death  or  removal ; 
but  are  voidable  only  by  the  successor ;  and,  hence,  may  be 
established  by  the  successor's  acceptance  of  rent  firom  the 
lessee  («). 

The  statute  of  13'Eliz.  (/),  which  avoided  leases  of  bene- 
fices  or  ecclesiastical  promotions  with  cure,  and  not  impro- 
priated, by  the  residence  of  the  lessor  fiK>m  his  benefice  for 
above  fourscore  days  in  the  year;  and  the  acts  of  14  Eliz. 
c.  11,  and  18  EUz.  c.  11,  and  43  Eliz/c.  9,  by  which  it  was 
continued,  explained,  and  amended,  and  the  act  of  3  Car.  1. 
c.  4,  by  which  these  acts  were  made  perpetual,  were  repealed 
by  the  act  of  43  Qeo.  3.  c.  84.  s.  10,  which,  together  with  the 
other  acts  just  noticed,  was  repealed  by  an  act  of  57  Geo.3  (u). 
This,  in  its  turn,  except  so  far  as  it  repealed  the  other  acts, 
was  repealed  by  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  106,  by  which  (v)  any  agree- 
ment for  the  letting  of  the  house  of  residence,  or  the  buildings, 
gardens,  orchards,  or  appurtenances,  necessary  for  the  con- 
venient occupation  of  the  same,  belonging  to  any  benefice, 
to  which  house  of  residence  any  spiritual  person  may  be 


(p)  Foord'scaBOySCo.  81,a. ;  S.C., 
nom.  Belford  v.  Foord,  Cro.  Eliz.  447, 
and  nom.  Betford  v.  Ford,  Cro.  Eliz. 
472,  the  second  page  of  that  number. 
Anon.  1  And.  47.  case  119.  Tom- 
iin8on*8  case,  Hetl.  75.  Anon.  3  Dy. 
338,  b.  pi.  43 ;  S.  C.  BenL  238.  pL  265. 
Fitzwilliam's  case,  Dy.  52,  b.  pi.  (4). 
Winch,  95.  Lloyd  v.  Wilkinson,  Mo. 
481.     Co.  Lit  297,  a. 

(9)  Ibid.  Bac  Ab.  Leases,  (G)  2. 
p.  384.     And  see  Lord  WiUoughby  v. 


Foster,  1  Dy.  80,  b. 

(r)  5  Co.  82,  a.    Co.  Lit.  297,  a. 

(a)  6rindarBcase,4Leon.78.  Qyer- 
ton  V.  Sydall,  Poph.  120-1.  Co.  Lit. 
45,  b.  Bro.  Ab.  Acceptamice,  pL  20. 
Confirmacion,  pi.  17.  Lease,  pi.  18.  32. 
33.  Plowd.  264.  And  see  Uerreyong 
V.  Goddard,  Dy.  46,  a.  Hardr.  156. 
Rickman  v.  Garth,  Cro.  Jac  173. 

(t)  13  Eliz.  c.  20. 

(tt)  57  Geo.  3.  c.  99, 

(v)  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  106.  s.  59. 
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required  by  order  of  the  bishop  {w)  to  proceed,  and  to  reside 
therein,  or  which  may  be  assigned  or  appointed  as  a  residence 
to  any  curate  by  the  bishop,  is  directed  to  be  made  in 
writing,  and  to  contairi  a  condition  for  avoiding  the  same 
upon  a  copy  of  such  order,  assignment,  or  appointment, 
being  served  upon  the  occupier,  or  left  at  the  house,  and 
otherwise  to  be  null  and  void;  and  a  tenant  holding  pos- 
session after  service  of  a  copy  of  the  order,  assignment,  or 
appointment,  is  not  only  made  liable  to  a  penalty  of  4)0«. 
a  day  during  the  continuance  of  such  adverse  possession,  but 
may  be  summarily  ejected  by  a  peace-officer,  on  a  warrant  to 
be  obtained  by  the  spiritual  person  firom  any  justice  of  the 
peace  having  jurisdiction  in  the  pkce. 

A  contract  by  a  parson  to  grant  a  lease  of  his  ecclesiastical 
possessions  is  broken  by  his  resignation  (x). 

A  book  in  which  leases  were  enrolled,  and  which  was  kept 
in  the  office  of  the  auditor  of  the  bishop  of  Durham,  (such 
officer  holding  a  patent  office  in  the  county  palatine,)  was 
held  to  be  admissible  in  evidence  to  sustain  the  claims  of  a 
lessee  of  the  bishop  of  Durham,  the  original  and  counterpart 
of  the  lease  being  lost  (y). 

Notwithstanding  the  various  alterations,  great  and  impor- 
tant as  they  are,  effected  by  the  acts  of  parliament  passed  of 
late  years,  and  noticed  above,  the  system  of  leasing  by  eccle- 
siastical bodies  is  still  considered  by  many  persons  competent 
to  form  an  opinion  {z)  to  be  unsound  and  unsatisfiftctory, 
whether  looked  upon  with  reference  to  the  interests  of  the 
contracting  parties,  or  its  effect  upon  agricultural  and  other 
improvement;  and  more  sweeping  changes  have  in  conse- 
quence been  contemplated.  The  select  committee  on  church 
leases,  after  specifying  the  evils  of  the  existing  mode,  con- 
clude their  report  in  1839  by  recommending. 


(w)  See  Seet  64.  (s)  See  the  report  of  the  Select 

(x)  Radge  v.ThomM,  3  Bnhttr.SOS.  Committee  on  Chmch  Leases,  and  the 

Price  V.  Wilfiame,  1  Mees.  &  Wele.  6.  mmates  of  OTidence  ordered  by  the 

(y)  Humble  V.  HoDty  Holt's  N.  P.  G.  House  of  Commons  to  be   printed, 

601.  6  May,  1839. 
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1.  The  abolition  of  the  injorioos  system  of  fines  upon  leases 
for  liyes^  and  also  npon  leases  for  terms. 

2.  The  substitution  of  a  fee-simple,  for  a  leasehold  tenure, 
throughout  the  property  of  the  church. 

S.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  conversioti  of  church  leasehold 
into  fee-simple,  commonly  caUed  enfranchisement. 

4.  The  customary  confidence  of  renewal  by  the  lessee  to 
be  considered  aoccarding  to  local  drciunstances,  by  the  autho- 
rities established  under  the  proposed  act,  in  the  principles  of 
enfranchisement  laid  down  by  them :  and, 

5.  The  interests  of  the  church,  present  as  well  as  future,  to 
be  provided  for  by  a  combined  system  of  money  payments 
and  com  rent-charges. 

As  this  report  was  made  before  the  acts  of  5  Vict.  sess.  £. 
c.  27  (a),  and  5  &  6  Vict.  c.  108  {b),  were  passed,  it  is  clear 
that  the  legislature  were  indisposed  to  go  the  length  recom- 
mended by  the  committee. 

The  ecclesiastical  commissioners  for  England,  however, 
who  are  under  no  legislative  or  other  restraint  upon  their 
powers  of  leasing  property  vested  in  them  in  their  corporate 
capacity,  passed,  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  15th  of  April, 
1846,  the  following  resolutions  respecting  such  property: — 

1.  That  no  lease  for  lives  be  renewed  by  the  addition  of  a 
new  life,  nor  any  lease  whatever  upon  consideration  of  a  fine. 

2.  That  no  estate  which  is  subject  to  a  lease  when  it 
becomes  vested  in  the  commissioners  shall  at  any  time  be 
sold  to  any  other  than  the  person  beneficially  interested  under 
the  existing  lease,  until  he  shall  have  had  the  option  of 
becoming  the  purchaser. 

3.  That  every  estate  already  and  hereafter  vested  in  the 
commissioners  shall  at  the  first  convenient  opportunity  be 
surveyed,  and  a  full  report  made  of  its  value,  and  of  its 
circumstances,  with  reference  to  the  relative  advantage  of 
retaining  or  parting  with  it. 

4.  That  the  commissioners,  having  taken  such  report  into 
consideration,  shall,  unless  they  find  special  reasons  for  not 

(a)  Ante,  p.  257.  (A)  Ante,  p.  269. 
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pairting  with  the  property,  hold  themselves  prepared  to  enter- 
tain an  o£fer  for  the  purchase  of  the  reversion  from  the 
person  beneficially  interested  in  the  lease. 

5.  That  in  all  cases  of  the  commissioners  declining  to  sell, 
an  entry  shaU  be  made  upon  their  minutes  of  the  special 
reasons  for  their  so  declining. 

6.  That  the  price  of  the  reversion  shall  be,  as  a  general 
rule,  the  amount  of  the  difference  between  the  value  of  the 
whole  fee,  calculated  as  if  the  estate  were  actually  in  posses* 
sion,  and  the  value  of  the  leasehold  interest. 

7.  That,  whether  the  comnussioners  for  any  special  reasons 
decline  to  sell,  or  the  lessee  decline  to  purchase,  the  reversion, 
the  commissioners  shall  hold  themselves  prepared,  in  any 
case,  to  purchase  the  leasehold  interest  at  its  market  price, 
if  the  lessee  be  willing  to  sell  the  same. 

8.  That  in  any  case  in  which  the  lessee  shall  have  declined 
either  to  purchase  the  reversion,  or  to  sell  his  leasehold 
interest,  the  commissioners  shall  consider  themselves  free 
from  any  restraint  respecting  the  sale  or  letting  of  the  pro- 
perty. 

9.  That  tithes,  and  lands  or  other  hereditaments  allotted  or 
assigned  in  lieu  of  tithes,  vested  in  the  commissioners,  shall 
not  in  any  case  be  sold  until  due  consideration  shall  have 
been  had  of  the  wants  and  circumstances  of  the  places  in 
which  such  tithes  arise  or  have  heretofore  arisen. 


v. — Municipal  Corporations, 

At  common  law,  municipal  corporations  had  the  same  un- 
limited  right  of  alienation  of  their  corporate  estates  as  private 
individuals  (c).  But  some  restraints  were  imposed  upon  their 
powers  by  the  late  municipal  corporations  act  (d). 

(c)  Jeiik.Ceiit.270,  case  88.    Smith  (ci)  5  &  6  W.  4,  c  76,  entitled, 

V.  Barrett,    1   Sid.   162.      Attorney-  <*  An  Act  to  proTide  for  <he  regulation 

Greneral  v.  Lord  Gore,  Barnard.  Ch.  of  Municipal  Corporations  in  Sngland 

145.      Gozna  v.  The  Alderman  and  and  Wales.**    Royal  Assent,  9  Sept. 

Borgesses  of  Grantham,  3  Russ.  261 .  1 835. 


Ob.  I.  8.  IV.]     WHO  lessors: MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS.       813 

We  may  first  mention  that  it  was  thereby  enacted  (e),  that 
after  the  first  election  of  coundUors  thereunder  in  any 
borough  (/),  the  body  or  reputed  body  corporate  named  in 
the  schedules  (A)  and  (B),  in  connection  with  such  borough, 
should  take  and  bear  the  name  of  the  ^'  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
burgesses^'  of  such  borough,  and  by  that  name  should 
have  perpetual  succession,  and  should  be  capable  in  law,  by 
the  council  thereinafter  mentioned  {g)  of  such  borough,  to  do 
and  suffer  aU  acts  which  then  lawfully  they  and  their  succes- 
sors respectiyely  might  do  and  suffer  by  any  name  or  title  of 
incorporation;  and  that  the  mayor  of  each  of  the  said 
boroughs  should  be  capable  in  law  to  do  and  suffer  all  acts 
which  the  chief  officer  of  such  borough  might  then  lawfully 
do  and  suffer,  so  far  as  the  same  respectively  were  not  altered 
or  annulled  by  the  provisions  thereof. 

It  was  then  enacted  (A),  that  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  the 
council  of  any  body  corporate  (i)  to  be  elected  thereunder  to 
demise  or  lease,  except  in  pursuance  of  some  covenant,  con- 
tract, or  agreement,  bond  fide  made  or  entered  into  on  or 
before  the  5th  day  of  June,  1835,  by,  or  on  the  behalf  of, 
such  body  corporate,  or  in  pursuance  of  some  resolutions 
duly  entered  in  the  corporation  books  of  such  body  corporate 
on  or  before  the  said  5th  day  of  June,  or  except  in  the  cases 
thereinafter  mentioned,  any  lands,  tenements,  or  heredita- 
ments, of  such  body  corporate,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  to 
enter  into  any  new  covenant,  contract,  or  agreement,  (except 
in  the  cases  thereinafter  mentioned,)  for  demising  or  leasing 
any  such  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  or  any  part 
thereof,  for  any  term  exceeding  thirty-one  years  from  the 
time  when  such  lease  should  be  made,  or  if  made  in  pur- 
suance of  a  previous  agreement,  then  from  the  time  when  such 
agreement  should  have  been  entered  into ;  and  that  in  every 

(e)  Sect.  6.  (A)  Sect.  94. 

(/  )  «  Borou^"  18  to  be  construed  to  (i)  "  Body  corporate"  is  throughout 

mean,  city,  borough,  port,  cinqde  port,  the  act  to  be  construed  to  mean  any 

or  town  corporate,  named  in  one  of  the  body  corporate  named  in  the  schedules 

schedules  (A)  aud  (B).     Sect.  142.  (A)  and  (B).    Sect.  142. 

(g)  See  ss.  25,  &  69. 
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lease  which  the  said  council  was  not  thereby  lestrained  £rom 
making  there  should  (except  in  the  cases  thereinafter  men- 
tioned) be  reserved  and  made  payable^  during  the  whole  of 
the  term  thereby  granted,  such  clear  yearly  rent  as  to  the 
council  should  appear  reasonable,  without  taking  any  fine  for 
the  same :  provided  nevertheless,  that  in  every  case  in  which 
such  council  should  deem  it  expedient  to  demise  and  lease,  for 
a  longer  term  than  thirty-one  years,  or  upon  dilTerent  terms 
and  conditions  than  those  thereinbefore  mentioned,  any  of 
the  said  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  it  should  be 
lawful  for  such  council  to  represent  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  to  the  lords  cominissioiieni  of  hi.  Majesty's  tieaauiyj  and 
that  it  should  be  lawful  for  such  council,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  said  lords  commissioners,  or  any  three  of  them,  to 
demise  any  of  the  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  of 
the  said  body  corporate,  in  such  manner,  and  on  such  terms 
and  conditions,  as  should  have  been  approved  by  the  said 
lords  commissioners;  provided  always,  that  notice  of  the 
intention  of  the  council  to  make  such  application  should  be 
fixed  on  the  outer  door  of  the  town-hall,  or  in  some  public 
and  conspicuous  place  within  the  borough,  one  cal^idar 
month  at  least  before  such  application,  and  that  a  copy  of 
the  memorial  intended  to  be  sent  to  the  said  lords  oomnus- 
sioners  should  be  kept  in  the  town  clerk's  office  during  such 
calendar  month,  and  should  be  freely  open  to  the  inspection 
of  every  burgess  at  all  reasonable  hours  during  the  same. 

But  it  was  provided  {k),  that,  in  all  cases  in  which  any  body 
corporate  should  on  the  said  6th  of  June  have  been  bound 
or  engaged  by  any  covenant  or  agreement,  express  or  implied, 
or  have  been  enjoined  by  any  deed,  will,  or  other  document, 
or  have  been  sanctioned  or  warranted  by  ancient  usage,  or 
by  custom,  or  practice,  to  make  any  renewal  of  any  lease  for 
years,  or  for  life  or  lives,  or  for  years  determinable  with  any 
Ufe  or  lives,  at  any  fixed  or  determinate  or  known  or  accus- 
tomed period,  or  after  the  lapse  of  any  number  of  years,  or 

(I)  Sect.  05. 
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on  the  dropping  of  any  life  or  lives^  and  years  determinable 
after  the  lapse  of  any  number  of  years  (/)^  at  a  fine  certain^ 
or  under  any  special  or  specific  terms  or  conditions^  and  also 
in  all  cases  in  which  any  body  corporate  should  theretofore 
have  ordinarily  made  renewal  of  any  lease  for  years^  or  for 
Hfe  or  lives^  oi*  for  years  determinable  with  any  life  or  lives^ 
at  any  fixed  or  determinate  or  known  or  accustomed  period, 
or  after  the  lapse  of  any  number  of  years,  or  upon  the  drop- 
ping of  any  life  or  lives,  upon  the  payment  of  an  arbitrary 
fine,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  council  of  such  borough  to 
renew  such  lease  for  such  term  or  nttmber  of  years,  either 
absolutely,  or  determinable  with  any  life  or  Uves,  or  for  such 
life  or  lives,  and  at  such  rent,  and  upon  the  payment  of  such 
fine  or  premium,  either  certain  or  arbitrary,  and  with  or 
without  any  covenant  for  the  fature  renewal  thereof,  as  such 
body  corporate  could  or  might  have  done  in  case  the  act  had 
not  been  passed. 

And  it  was  farther  provided  [m),  that  in  any  of  the  instances 
thereinafber  mentioned  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  council 
fiK>m  time  to  time  to  demise  and  lease,  or  to  enter  into  any 
contract  or  agreement  for  demising  and  leasing,  any  of  the 
said  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  to  any  person,  body 
politic,  corporate,  or  collegiate,  for  any  term  not  exceeding 
seventy-five  years  from  the  time  of  making  such  lease  or 
agreement;  (that  is  to  say>)  of  tenements  or  hereditaments 
the  greater  part  of  the  yearly  value  of  which  should  at  the 
time  of  making  the  lease  or  agreement  consist  of  any  building 
or  buildings,  of  land  or  ground  proper  for  the  erection  of  any 
houses  or  other  buildings  thereupon,  with  or  without  gardens, 
yards,  curtilages,  or  other  appurtenances,  to  be  used  there- 
with, and,  where  the  lessee  or  intended  lessee  should  covenant 
or  agree  to  erect  a  building  or  buildings  thereon  of  greater 
yearly  value  than  such  land  or  ground,  of  land  or  ground 
proper  for  gardens,  yards,  curtilages,  or  other  appurtenances, 
to  be  used  with  any  other  house  or  other  building  erected  or  to 

(i)  So  in  the  act.  (m)  Sect.  96. 
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be  erected  on  any  such  ground^  belonging  either  to  such  body 
corporate^  or  to  any  other  proprietor,  or  proper  for  any  other 
purpose  calculated  to  afford  convenience  or  accommodation  to 
the  occupiers  of  any  such  house  or  building. 

By  section  92,  the  rents  of  demised  property  are  made 
payable  to  the  treasurer  of  the  borough;  the  Beddendunv 
however,  should  be  to  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses, 
and  their  successors. 

The  council  first  elected  were  empowered  by  the  97th 
section  to  call  in  question  aU  leases  not  made  in  pursuance  of 
some  contract  or  resofation  entered  into  before  the  5th  day 
of  June,  1835,  and  aU  contracts  for  the  lease  of  any  lands, 
&c.,  of  which,  on  or  before  the  said  5th  of  June,  the  body 
corporate,  of  which  they  should  be  the  council,  whether  in 
their  own  right,  or  as  trustees  for  charitable  or  other  purposes, 
should  be  seised  or  possessed,  which  should  have  been  made 
between  the  said  5th  day  of  June  and  the  day  of  the  declara- 
tion of  their  election ;  and,  if  ground  should  appear  to  the 
council  to  exist  for  believing  that  any  such  lease  or  contract 
was  coUusively  made  for  no  consideration,  or  for  an  inade- 
quate consideration,  they  were  empowered,  within  six  calendar 
months  next  after  the  first  election,  to  cause  the  value  of  the 
premises  to  be  found  by  a  jury  in  manner  in  the  act  men- 
tioned ;  and  the  jury  were  directed  to  find  the  value  of  the 
premises,  and  the  consideration  given,  and  also  that  which 
ought  of  right  to  have  been  given  for  the  lease ;  and  it  was 
declared,  that,  if  the  jury  should  find  that  no  consideration,  or 
an  inadequate  consideration,  had  been  collusively  given,  the 
party  to  such  lease  or  contract  should  have  his  option  to 
re-convey  the  premises,  and  abandon  the  contract,  upon 
receipt  of  the  consideration,  if  any,  which  he  should  have 
given,  or  to  give  such  additional  consideration,  so  that  the 
whole  consideration  given  should  be  that  which  ought  of  right 
to  have  been  given,  and  that  the  additional  consideration  should 
be  indorsed  on  the  original  deed ;  and  that,  unless  he  should 
so  do  within  one  calendar  month  next  after  the  finding  of  the 
jury,  every  such  lease  and  contract  should  be  void  as  against 
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the  body  corporate^  and  their  successors ;  and  that^  in  every 
case  in  which  any  such  contract  should  have  been  abandoned, 
or  in  which  any  such  lease  or  contract  should  become  void^ 
the  party  who  would  otherwise  have  had  the  benefit  of  the 
same  should  be  remitted  to  his  former  estate,  if  any,  in  the 
premises,  as  if  no  such  contract  or  lease  had  been  made.  It 
was  provided,  however,  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  his  Majesty, 
by  the  advice  of  his  privy  council,  upon  petition  to  him  setting 
forth  the  special  circumstances  under  which  any  lease  or  con- 
tract should  have  been  made  since  the  said  5th  day  of  June,, 
to  order  that  the  same  should  not  be  called  in  question  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act,  and  that  in  such  case  the  same  should 
not  be  caUed  in  question,  or  set  aside,  or  affected,  under  the 
act  J  provided  always  that  in  every  case  in  which  such  petition 
should  be  presented,  it  should  be  lawful  for  his  Majesty  to 
enlarge  the  time  within  which  (in  case  his  Majesty  should 
not  think  fit  to  make  such  order)  the  council  might  have 
power  to  call  in  question  any  lease  or  contract  referred  to  in 
such  petition. 

Where  a  party  whose  lease  was  called  in  question  under 
this  provision  omitted  for  one  calendar  month  to  elect  whether 
he  would  abandon  the  contract,  or  pay  the  additional  consi- 
deration, it  was  held,  that  the  lease  became  absolutely  void, 
and  that  the  remedy  of  the  corporation  was  at  law  for  recover- 
ing possession,  and  not  in  equity  for  a  re-conveyance  (n) ;  and 
that  they  could  not  sustain  a  bill  for  the  delivering  up  of  the 
lease  to  be  cancelled,  as  it  was  in  their  power  to  try  its  validity 
at  law  (o).  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  determined,  that  the 
court  had  no  jurisdiction  to  order  the  inquisition  finding  a 
lease  to  be  collusive  to  be  given  up  and  quashed,  though 
alleged  by  the  lessee  to  be  irregular,  and  a  fraudulent  contri- 
vance of  the  corporation  (p). 

Where  the  tenant  has  elected  to  pay  an  increased  rent 
pursuant  to  the  finding  of  the  jury,  and  such  finding  is  in- 
dorsed on  the  original  leajse,  he  will  be  compelled  to  produce 

(n)  The  Corporatioii  of  Arundel  r.  (o)  Ibid. 

Holmes,  4  Beav.  325.  (p)  Ibid. 
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the  lease  to  the  corporation,  and  permit  them  to  take  a  copy 
of  the  indorsement,  with  a  view  to  their  firaming  a  dedazation 
in  an  action  for  the  increased  rent;  although  the  corporation 
have  in  their  own  hands  the  counterpart  of  the  lease,  as  well 
as  the  inquisition  of  the  jury.  The  act  (said  Coleridge,  J.,) 
directs  the  additional  consideration  to  be  indorsed  on  the 
original  deed;  and  if  the  defendant  takes  upon  himself  to 
indorse  it,  he  must  be  taken  to  have  put  it  there  for  the 
benefit  of  both  parties  (q). 

The  28th  section  declared,  that  no  person  should  be  quali- 
fied to  be  elected  or  to  be  a  councillor  of  any  such  borough, 
or  an  alderman  of  any  such  borough,  during  such  time  as  he 
should  have,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  himself  or  his  partner, 
any  share  or  interest  in  any  conlraei  or  employment  with, 
by,  or  on  behalf  of,  such  council ;  provided  that  no  person 
should  be  disqualified  from  being  a  councillor  or  alderman  by 
reason  of  his  being  a  proprietor  or  shareholder  of  any  company 
which  should  contract  with  the  council  of  such  borough  for 
lighting,  or  supplying  with  water,  or  insuring  against  fire, 
any  part  of  such  borough.  And  it  has  been  held  (r),  that  a 
lease  by  a  corporation  of  property  belonging  to  the  corpora- 
tion, containing  a  covenant  by  the  lessee  for  payment  of  rent, 
and  keeping  the  premises  in  repair,  and  a  power  for  him  to 
remove  any  buildings  during  the  term  which  might  be  erected 
by  him,  and  a  proviso  that  the  corporation  might  purchase 
the  buildings  at  the  determination  of  the  term,  at  a  valuation, 
was  such  a  contract  within  the  act  as  to  disqualify  the  lessee 
firom  being  a  town-councillor.  It  was  also  held  («),  that  the 
lease,  though  made  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses, 
before  the  act  of  5  &  6  W.  4,  was  in  effect  a  contract  with 
the  council. 

Serious  inconveniences  being  apprdiended  in  consequence 
of  this  decision,  it  was  soon  afterwards  enacted  (/),  that,  firom 


(q)  TheBiftyorofAniiidelv.Holmag,  (•)  Ibid. 

8  DowL  Pnc.  C».  118.  {t)  5&  GTictc.  104.8eet  1.    Royal 

(r)  Regiii*  v.  Yotk,  2  Q.  B.  847  ;  Anent^lO  Aug.  1842. 
S.  C.  2  Gale  &  Dav.  105. 


Ch.  I.  &  IT.]     WHO  lessors: MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS.       819 

and  after  the  pasamg  of  the  act,  the  word  contract  in  the 
prior  act  should  not  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to 
any  lease  of  any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  or  to 
any  agreement  for  any  snch  lease. 

By  6  &  7  W.  4.  c.  104,  the  power  of  disposition  given  to 
the  council  of  any  body  corporate  in  the  instances  of  demises 
for  seventy-fiye  years,  authorised  by  the  municipal  corpora- 
tions act  (tt),  was  extended  {v)  to  the  demise  or  lease  thereof, 
either  at  a  reserved  rent,  or  a  fine,  or  both,  as  the  council 
should  think  fit ;  and  the  power  of  disposition  allowed  by  the 
same  act  over  the  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  of 
such  body  corporate,  to  be  exercised  with  the  approbation  of 
the  lords  commissioners  of  the  treasury,  or  any  three  of  them, 
was  extended  to  the  disposition  of  such  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments,  with  such  approbation,  whether  by  way  of 
absolute  sale,  or  by  way  of  exchange,  mortgage,  or  charge, 
demise,  or  lease,  and  to  every  other  disposition  of  the  same 
whatsoever,  which  should  be  so  approved  of. 

By  a  previous  act  (x),  made  for  preventing  the  application 
of  corporate  property  to  the  purposes  of  election  of  members 
to  serve  in  parliament,  leases  of  lands,  tenements,  or  heredi- 
taments, belonging  to,  or  vested  in,  or  held  in  trust  for,  any 
municipal  corporation,  made  or  executed  for  the  purpose  of 
securing,  satisfying,  or  compensating,  any  expenses,  debts, 
payments,  or  disbursements,  liabilities,  or  engagements,  in- 
curred or  to  be  incurred,  by  the  same  corporation,  or  any 
part  or  class  thereof,  or  any  member,  officer,  or  trustee  thereof, 
or  by  any  other  person  on  beluJf  of  such  corporation,  con. 
trary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  act,  are  declared  (y) 
to  be  void. 

The  act  of  5  &  6  W.  4.  c.  76,  effected  an  alteration  in  the 
government  of  corporations,  but  in  other  respects  they  were 
not  legally  changed ;  and,  consequently,  though  it  is  common 
to  designate  the  corporation,  in  its  old  state,  and  in  its  new 


(«)  Ante,  p.  315.  (a;)  2  &  3  W.  4.  c.  69. 

(r)  6  &  7  W.  4.  c.  104.  s.  2.  (y)  Sect  8. 
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state,  as  the  old  corporation,  and  the  new  corporation,  yet 
they  are  the  same  corporation,  rpider  a  new  government  {z). 

Some  remarks  respecting  leases  made  by  mnnicipal  corpo* 
rations  of  lands  held  by  them  in  trust  for  charities  will  be 
found  in  another  part  of  this  work  (a). 


VI. — Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  and  others  connected  vnth 

the  Management  of  the  Poor, 

Previously  to  the  passing  of  the  statute  of  59  Gteo.  3,  c.  1 2  {b), 
great  difficulty  was  experienced  on  the  subject  of  leases  of 
parish  property;  for  although,  by  the  special  custom  of 
London,  the  parson  and  churchwardens  of  a  parish  were  a 
corporation  to  purchase  and  demise  lands  (c);  yet,  in  general, 
neither  churchwardens,  nor  overseers  of  the  poor,  distinctly, 
nor  churchwardens  and  overseers  conjointly,  in  respect  of 
their  official  capacity,  had  any  legal  interest  in  parish  pro- 
perty to  demise  (rf).  By  that  statute,  however,  churchwardens 
and  overseers  were  empowered  («),  with  the  consent  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  parish  in  vestry  assembled,  to  take  into 
their  hands  any  land  belonging  to  the  parish,  or  to  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  or  to  the 
poor  thereof,  or  to  purchase,  or  to  hire  and  take  on  lease,  for 
and  on  account  of  the  parish,  any  suitable  portion  or  portions 
of  land  within  or  near  to  the  parish,  not  exceeding  twenty 
acres,  and  to  employ  the.  poor  in  the  cultivation  thereof  on 
account  of  the  parish. 


(s)  The  Attomey-General  v,  Kerr, 
2  Beav.  420.  430.  The  Attomey- 
Genenl  r.  the  Corporation  of  New- 
castle, 5  Bear.  307. 

(a)  Post,  p.  347;  Leases  by  TmsteeB 
of  Charities. 

(5)  Entitled  <<  An  act  to  amend  the 
laws  for  the  relief  of  the  poor." 

{e)  Warner's  ease,  Cro.  Jac.  532. 

{d)  Co.  Lit.  3,  a.  Doe  dem.  Grundy 
r.  Clarke,  14  East,  488.  Phillips  v. 
Pearce,  5  Bam.  &  Cres.  433 ;  S.  C. 


8  Dow.  &  Ry.  43.  Sowdenv.  Emsley, 
2  Stark.  28.  Doe  dem.  Ifiggs  v.  Terry, 
4  AdoL  &  £11  274 ;  S.  C.  5  Ner.  & 
Man.  556 ;  1  Harr.  &  WoL  547.  Doe 
dem.  Hobbs  v.  CockeU,  4  Adol.  &  £U. 
478  ;  S.  C,  nom.  Doe  dem.  Higgs  «. 
Cockell,  6  Nev.  fle  Man.  179.  Doe  dem. 
Norton  v,  Webster,  12  Adol  ft  Ell. 
444,  n.  (a)  ;  S.  C.  4  Per.  ft  Dav.  270. 
But  see  Dawson  v.  Fowle,  Hardr.  378-9. 
(f)  Sect.  12. 
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And  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  industry  amongst  the 
poor^  they  were  also  empowered  (/),  with  the  consent  of  the 
inhabitants  in  vestry  assembled^  to  let  any  portion  and  por- 
tions of  such  parish  liEmd^  or  of  the  land  to  be  so  purchased 
or  taken  on  account  of  the  parish^  to  any  poor  and  industrious 
inhabitant  of  the  parish^  to  be  by  him  or  her  occupied  and 
cultivated  on  his  or  her  own  account,  and  for  his  or  her  own 
benefit,  at  such  reatonable  rent,  and  for  such  term,  as  should 
by  the  inhabitants  in  vestry  be  fixed  and  determined. 

And  the  17  th  section  provided,  that  all  buildings,  lands; 
and  hereditaments^  which  should  be  purchased,  hired,  or 
taken  on  lease,  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  any  parish  by  the  authority,  and  for  any  of  the  pur- 
poses, of  the  act,  should  be  conveyed,  demised,  and  assured, 
to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  every  such 
parish  respectively,  and  their  successors,  in  trust  for  the 
parish ;  and  such  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor 
were  thereby  empowered  to  accept,  take,  and  hold,  in  the 
nature  of  a  body  corporate,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  parish, 
all  such  buildings,  lands,  and  hereditaments,  and  also  all 
other  buildings,  lands,  and  hereditaments,  belonging  to  9uch 
parish. 

Before  we  notice  any  other  statute  bearing  upon  thii 
subject,  it  will  be  convenient  to  dispose  of  a  few  decLnons  on 
the  construction  of  the  act  of  59  Geo.  8.  c.  12. 

It  has  been  determined,  that  the  term  '' belonging  to  the 
parish''  must  be  taken  in  its  popular  sense;  for  in  the  strict 
sense  lands  do  not  belong  to  a  parish  (^).  And  that  the  17th 
section  of  the  act  is  not  confined  to  tenements  the  profits  of 
which  are  applicable  merely  to  the  relief  of  ihe  poor,  but 
fext^nds  to  tenements  the  profits  of  which  are  applicable  to 
the  purpose  for  which  a  church-rate  is  levied  (A). 


(/)  Sect  13.  (h)  Doe  dem.  Jackson  v.  Hiley,  10 

(g)  Doe  dem.  Higgs  v.  Teny,  4  Adol.  Barn.  &.  Ores.  885 ;  S.  C.  5  Man.  &  Ry . 

k  £11 274.  282  ;  S.  C.  5  Nev.  &  Man.  706.      Bat  see  Attorney-General   v. 

556  ;  1  Hair.  &  Wol.  547.  Lewin,  8  Sim.  366 ;  S.  C.  C.  P.  Coop.  51 . 

VOL.  I.  Y 


S22  OF  THE  CONTRACTINQ  PAKTIE8.  [Pabt  III. 

But  how  far  it  operated  to  withdraw  parochial  trost  pro- 
perty from  trustees  specially  appointed^  and  to  vest  it  in 
churchwardens  and  overseers^  is  not  clearly  defined. 

In  the  case  of  Doe  dem.  Jackson  v.  Hiley  above  cited  (t)^  it 
appeared  that  all  the  trustees  were  dead^  and  that  the  survivor 
had  devised  all  his  lands^  &c.  to  his  half-brother  in  fee^  subject 
to  the  payment  of  his  debts;  and  Lord  Tenterden,  in  deliver- 
ing the  judgment  of  the  courts  said^  that  there  was  nothing 
in  the  act  of  parliament  to  prevent  property  held  by  trustees 
for  the  benefit  of  a  parish  vesting  in  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers^  and  that  it  would  be  very  inconvenient  that  it 
should  be  so;  that  it  was  often  difficult  for  persons  who 
claimed  under  an  ancient  trust,  where  the  trustees  were 
numerous,  to  ascertain  who  was  the  survivor  of  those  trustees; 
and  that,  even  if  they  succeeded  in  ascertaining  that  &ct,  it 
would  not  be  less  difficult  to  show  who  was  the  heir  of  that 
survivor ;  and  that  property  vested  in  trustees  for  the  benefit 
of  the  parish  seemed  equally  within  the  mischief  contemplated 
by  the  legislature,  as  well  as  property  not  so  vested.  The 
authority  of  this  case  has  been  recognised  by  the  court  of 
King's  Bench  {k),  and  by  L.  C.  B.  Abinger,  who  held  that 
estates  vested  in  six  feoffees,  living  and  known,  in  trust  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Clifford  Chambers,  were 
taken  out  of  them  by  the  statute,  and  vested  in  the  church* 
wardens  and  overseers  of  the  parish  (/)• 

But  it  has  since  been  considered  {m)  that  the  generality  of 
the  language  ascribed  to  Lord  Tenterden,  which,  at  first 
sight,  would  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  all  tenements  in  the 
hands  of  trustees  for  parish  purposes  were  by  the  operation 
of  the  act  of  59  Greo.  3.  transferred  to  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  parishes  respectively  enjoying  the  benefit  of 

(t)  Snp.  p.  321.  (0  Ex  pftFto  Annealey  ;  Mxe  The 

(h)  Doedem.  Higg8V.Teny,4Adol.  Stratford  Bridge  Improyemeot  Act, 

&  EU.  274  ;  S.  C.  5  Ner.  &  Man.  556.  2  Yo.  &  CoL  350. 

And  see  Doe  dem.  HobbB  v,  Gockell,  (m)  ADason,  or  Allison,  v.  Stark,  9 

4  Adol.  &  EU.  478  ;  S.  C,  nom.  Doe  Adol.  &  EU.  255  ;  S.  C.  1  Per.  &.  Dar. 

dem.  Higgs  v.  CockeU,  6  Nev.  &  Man.  183  ;  8  Law  Jour.  N.  S.  M.  C.  13 ; 

179.  1  Wil.  Wol  &  Hodg.  719. 
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the  trust,  is  to  be  received  with  some  qualification,  and  con- 
strued with  reference  to  the  particular  circumstances  of  the 
case  connected  with  it.  According  to  Lord  Denman,  C.  J.(n), 
the  case  of  Doe  t;.  Hiley  was  satisfactorily  explained  by  the 
fisust  that  no  feoffee  appeared,  nor  any  other  person  in  whom 
the  legal  estate  was  vested.  He,  therefore,  considered  the 
very  mischief  which  the  act  was  intended  to  remedy  had 
occurred,  and  that  Lord  Tenterden^s  expressions  referred  to 
that  case  only;  and  with  this  explanation  he  thought  the 
case  perfectly  satisfactory.  Patteson,  J.,  however,  while  he 
agreed  that  the  right  conclusion  had  been  drawn  from  that 
case,  wished  for  himself  to  abstain  from  laying  down  that  the 
act  in  question  took  parish  lands  out  of  trustees,  and  vested 
them  in  churchwardens  (o) ;  a  proposition,  he  said,  that  Doe 
V,  Hiley  went  very  nearly  to  establish,  though  he  did  not 
think  that  it  did  quite  {p). 

In  a  later  case  in  the  Exchequer  {q)^  however,  the  doctrine 
implied  in  the  general  remarks  used  in  Doe  t;*  Hiley  was 
adopted  to  its  fullest  extent.  A  certain  messuage  and  pre- 
mises had  been  demised  in  1782  to  seven  persons,  for  a  term 
of  years,  with  a  view  to  their  being  converted  into  a  poor- 
house,  which  was  to  be  held  in  trust  for  the  inhabitants  at 
large  of  the  parish;  and  the  question  was,  whether  the  pro« 
perty  had  been  transferred  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers 
of  the  parish  by  the  operation  of  the  act.  The  court  said  :— 
^^We  do  not  consider  it  as  beiug  res  integral  inasmuch  as  it  has 
been  decided  by  the  court  of  Queen^s  Bench  that  the  statute 
does  apply  in  all  cases;  and  as  the  agreement  here  is  a 
grant  of  property  to  be  used  as  a  poor-house,  we  think  it  is 
withia  the  provisions  of  the  statute,  and,  accordingly,  that 
the  property  is  vested  in  the  overseers  (r)  for  the  time  being.^' 
It  is  observable  that  Allason  t;.  Stark  was  not  referred  to* 


(n)  Allaflon,or  Alli80ii,v.Stark,sap.  (9)  Alderman  v.  Neate,  4  Mees.  & 

(0)  Qy.  churchwardens  and  over-  WeL  704  ;  S.  C.  Horn  &  Hurl.  369. 
seers  t  (r)  Qy.  churchwardens  and  over- 

(l>)  1  Per.  &  Day.  193.  seers  t 

Y  2 
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The  point  was  again  agitated^  but  not  decided^  in  the 
matter  of  the  Betford  church  and  poor  lands  («). 

It  is  certainly  one  of  importance  to  parties  who  have  taken 
leases  from  the  tmstees  of  parish  property^  find  require  the 
legal  estate  of  the  premises  demised. 

But  even  supposing  the  cases  to  have  determined  the  pro^ 
position^  that  the  act  would  in  aU  cases  transfer  lands  held 
for  parochial  purposes  from  the  trustees  to  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers^  it  is  dear  that  such  traosfer  would  not  be 
extended  to  property  not  strictly  and  exclusively  applicable  to 
such  purposes  {t) .  And,  therefore,  in  a  case  before  noticed  {u), 
where  the  trusts  were  for  the  reparation  of  the  church  of 
Wickham  Market,  and  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  that  parish, 
either  in  the  workhouse  or  otherwise ;  for  binding  one  poor 
boy  apprentice  in  each  year  from  the  parish ;  and  for  instruct- 
ing the  poor  of  the  parish;  the  Vice  Chancellor  (Shadwell) 
declared,  that  the  estates  held  subject  to  the  trusts  were  not 
vested  in  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  by  the 
operation  of  the  act. 

So,  where  lands  were  vested  in  certain  persons,  upon  trust, 
as  to  one  moiety  thereof;  for  and  towards  the  better  relief  of 
the  most  poor  attd  needy  people  that  should  be  of  good  life 
and  conversation  in  the  parish,  and,  as  to  the  other  moiety, 
for  putting  out  poor  boys  apprentices ;  the  court  were  unani- 
mously of  opinion,  that  the  legal  estate  in  the  land  was  not 
transferred  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  parish 
by  the  act  {st) ;  Lord  Denman  observing,  that  he  could  not 
believe  that  the  intention  of  the  act  was  to  divest  parties  of 
special  trusts  which  had  been  conferred  upon  them,  (which 
construction  would  apply  to  any  subsequent  devise  to  trus- 
tees,) and  to  transfer  them  to  the  churchwardeuB  and  over- 
seers merely  for  some  small  benefit  to  th^  parish. 


(«)  In  the  mattot  of  the  West  llet-  Re  Paddington  Charities,  8  Sim.  629. 

ford  church  and  poor  lands,  10  Sim.  AUason,  or  Alliscm,  v.  Stark,  sap. 

101  ;  S.  C.  Ex  parte  Lee,  3  Jurist,  501.  (u)  Attorney-General  v.  Lewin,  sup. 

(t)  Attomej-General  r.  Lewin,  sup.  (:r)  AUason,  or  Allison, t^.  Stark,  sap. 
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It  is  dear  that  the  statute  does  not  affect  copyholds  {y). 

In  an  action  by  churchwardens  and  overseers  for  the  use 
and  occupation  of  land^  held  by  them  in  the  nature  of  a  body 
corporate  under  the  act>  the  declaration  must  describe  them 
as  churchwardens  and  overseers  (z). 

We  may  now  resume  our  notice  of  the  statutes  connected 
with  the  subject  of  this  chapter. 

By  1  &  2  W.  4.  c.  42  (a),  the  twenty  acres  allowed  by 
59  Geo.  3.  c.  H,  to  be  taken  by  churchwardens  and  overseers 
were  afterwards  extended  to  fifty  (A). 

And  by  that  act  {c),  churchwardens  and  overseers  were 
empowered  to  inclose  firom  any  waste  or  common  land  lying 
in  or  near  to  the  parish^  with  the  consent  in  writing  of  the 
lord  of  the  manor^  and  the  major  part  in  value  of  the  persons 
having  right  of  common  ther^on^  signified  under  their  hands 
and  seals^  any  part  or  portion  of  such  waste  or  common  land 
not  exceeding  fifty  acres^  and  to  cultivate  and  improve  the 
same  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  parish>  and  the  poor 
persons  within  the  same^  or  to  let  any  part  or  parts  of  the 
same  to  any  poor  and  industrious  inhabitant  or  inhabitants 
of  such  parish^  to  be  by  him  or  them  occupied  and  cultivated 
on  his  or  their  own  account. 

And  the  same  act  provided  {d),  that  the  powers  and  autho- 
rities thereby  given  to  cl^urchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  should  extend  to^  and  might  be  exercised  by^  the  guard- 
ians of  the  poor  of  any  parishes  or  places  which  were  or  might 
be  incorporated  or  united  under  the  apt  of  2^  Qeo.  3.  c.  83  {e), 


(y)  Attomey-Greneral  v.  I46wiii,  gup. 
Re  Paddington  Charlti^,  sup. 

(z)  Ward  v.  Clarke,  12  Meea.  &  Wei. 
747  ;  S.  C.  1  Dowl.  &  Lown.  1027. 

(a)  l&2W.4.c.42,entitled«Anact 
t»  amend  an  act  of  the  59th  year  of  his 
Majesty  Kiqg  Greoige  the  ^  for  the 
relief  and  employment  of  the  poor." 

(6)  Sect  1.  The  like  power  was 
giyen  1^  1  &  2  W.  4.  c  69,  to  church- 
wardens and  overseers  to  inclose  from 
any  forest  or  waste  lands  belonging  to 
the  crown  lying  in  or  near  the  parish, 


with  the  consent  of  the  lord  high 
treasurer,  or  the  commissioners  of  the 
treaeory,  not  exceeding  fifty  acres. 
This  was  entitled ''  An  act  to  enable 
churchvrardens  and  overseers  to  in- 
close land  belonging  to  the  crown,  for 
the  benefit  of  poor  persons  residing  in 
the  parish  in  which  such  .crown  land 
is  situated." 

(c)  Sect.  2. 

(d)  Sect.  3. 

(e)  Entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  better 
relief  and  employment  of  the  poor." 
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or  under  any  local  act^  and  by  the  overseers  of  all  townsliips, 
villages^  and  places^  having  separate  overseers^  and  maintaining 
their  poor  separately.  And  also  {f)y  that  the  provisions  of 
69  Geo.  3.  c.  12^  with  respect  to  the  providing  of  land  for  the 
employment  of  the  poor^  or  to  the  cultivation,  management^ 
or  disposition  thereof^  or  to  the  poor  persons  employed  thereon, 
or  renting  any  portion  thereof,  should,  so  far  as  the  same  were 
applicable,  extend  to  any  land  which  should  be  provided  under 
the  act  of  1  &  2  W.  4.  c.  42,  and  to  the  poor  persons  employed 
thereon,  or  renting  any  portion  thereof  respectively. 

Provision  for  letting  to  industrious  cottagers,  in  small  por- 
tions, the  poor  allotments,  in  parishes  inclosed  under  any  act 
of  parliament,  was  made  by  another  statute  of  Wm.  the  4th  {g), 
whereby  (A),  after  reciting  that  in  parishes  inclosed  under  acts 
of  parliament  there  were  in  many  cases  allotments  made  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor,  chiefly  with  a  view  to  fuel,  which  were 
then  comparatively  useless  and  unproductive,  and  that  it 
would  tend  much  to  the  wdfeure  and  happiness  of  the  poor  if 
those  allotments  could  be  let  at  a  fair  rent,  and  in  small  por- 
tions, to  industrious  cottagers  of  good  character  while  the 
distribution  of  fuel  might  be  augmented  by  appropriating  the 
rents  to  the  purchase  of  an  additional  quantity,  it  was  enacted, 
that  it  should  be  lawftd  for  the  trustees  of  the  allotments, 
together  with  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor, 
in  parish  vestry  assembled,  to  let  portions  of  any  such  allot* 
ment,  not  less  than  one-fourth  of  a  statute  acre,  and  not 
exceeding  one  such  acre  to  any  one  individual,  according  to 
their  discretion,  as  a  yearly  occupation  from  Michaelmas  to 
Michaelmas,  (and  at  such  rent  as  land  of  the  same  qualify 
was  usually  let  for  in  the  parish,)  to  such  industrious  cot- 
tagers of  good  character,  being  day-labourers  or  journeymen 
legally  settled  in  the  parish,  and  dwelling  within  or  near  its 
bounds,  as  should  apply  for  the  same  in  the  manner  therein- 

(/)  Sect.  4.  the  poor  AQotments  in  flnaS  portioiiB  to 

(g)  2  W.  4.  c.  42,  entitled :«  An  act  indastrioiu  oottagen." 

to  aathoxiBe  (m  pariahes  indoeed  under  (4)  Sect  1 . 

uy  act  of  purliament)  the  letting  of 
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after  mentioned :  Provided  (t)  that  the  person  hiring  the 
same  should  be  held  bound  to  cultivate  it  in  such  a  manner 
as  shotdd  preserve  the  land  in  a  due  state  of  fertility.  And  (A:) 
that  the  rent  should  be  reserved  and  payable  to  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  poor^  on  behalf  of  the  vestry^  in 
one  gross  sum  for  the  whole  year^  and  should  be  paid  to  one 
or  either  of  them  at  the  end  of  the  year's  occupation. 

It  was  further  enacted  (/),  that  the  rent  of  the  said  portions 
of  land  should  be  applied  by  the  vestry  in  the  purchase  of 
fuel^  to  be  distributed  in  the  winter  season  among  the  poor 
parishioners  legally  settled  and  resident  in  or  near  the  parish. 

And  further  {m),  that  if  any  of  the  allotments  should  be 
found  to  be  at  an  inconvenient  distance  from  the  residences  of 
the  cottagers^  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  vestry^  by  an  order 
made  to  that  e£fect^  to  let  such  allotment^  or  any  part  thereof^ 
for  the  best  rent  that  could  be  procured  for  the  same^  and  to 
hire^  in  tieu  thereof^  for  the  purposes  of  the  act^  land  of  equal 
value  more  favourably  situated. 

But  (n)  that  no  habitations  should  be  erected  on  the  por* 
tions  of  land  demised  under  the  act^  either  at  the  expense  of 
the  parish^  or  by  the  individuals  renting  the  same. 

And  after  noticing  that^  by  the  acts  of  1  &  2  W.  4.  c.  42^ 
and  1  &  2  W.  4.  c.  59,  power  was  given,  under  certain  re- 
strictions, to  inclose  any  quantity,  not  exceeding  fifty  acres, 
of  waste  land  and  crown  land  respectively,  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  poor,  it  was  further  enacted  (o),  that  in  any 
parish  where  such  inclosure  should  exist,  or  should  thereafter 
take  place,  or  where  the  land  should  in  any  other  manner  be 
found  appropriated  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  poor  of  any 
parish,  then  the  powers  and  provisions  of  the  act  (2  W.  4. 
c.  42,)  should  be  held  to  apply,  in  so  far  as  the  same  might 
be  found  applicable. 

Next  came  the  act  known  as  the  new  poor  law  act(/7). 


(«)  Seet  2.  (n)  Sect  10. 

(k)  Sect  2.  (o)  Seet.  1 1. 

(0  Seet  4.  (p)  4  &  5  W.  4. c.  76,  ^titled  << An 

(m)  Seet  9.  act  for  the  amendment  and  better  ad- 
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whereby  the  administration  of  relief  to  the  poor  throughout 
England  and  Wales  according  to  the  then  existing  laws^  or 
such  laws  as  should  be  in  force  at  the  time  beings  was  subjected 
to  the  direction  and  control  of  the  poor  law  commissionerarfor 
England  and  Wales;  and  it  was  declared (9)^  that^  except 
where  otherwise  thereby  provided^  all  the  powers  and  autho- 
rities given  by  the  act  of  50  Geo.  3.  c.  li,  should  in  future  be 
exercised  by  th^  persons  authorised  by  law  to  exercise  the 
same^  under  the  control  and  subject  to  the  rule8>  orders^  and 
regulations^  of  the  commissioners. 

In  order  to  insure  the  due  application  of  the  property  of 
parishes  and  unions^  an  act  of  5  &  6  W.  4  (r)  provided  (s), 
that  it  should  be  lawfal  for  the  guardians  {t)  of  any  parish  or 
union  {u),  and  for  the  Qverseers  of  any  parish  not  under  the 
management  of  a  board  of  guardians^  and  for  the  guardians 
or  trustees  of  any  dissolved  union^  or  the  person  or  persons 
who  were  the  guardians  or  trustees  of  any  dissolved  union  at 
the  time  of  its  dissolution^  or  a  majority  of  such  guardians, 
trustees^  or  persons,  if  more  than  one,  with  the  approbation, 
and  subject  to  the  rules,  orders,  and  regulations^  of  the  poor 
law  commissioners,  to  sell,  exchange,  let,  or  otherwise  to  dis- 
pose of  any  workhouses,  tenements,  bidldings,  land,  effects, 
or  other  property,  belonging  to  any  such  parish  or  union, 
or  vested  in  trustees  or  feoffees  in  trust  for  such  parish  or 
union,  or  for  the  parishioners,  rate-payers,  or  inhabitants 
thereof,  or  which  then  belonged,  or  then  formerly  di4  belong. 


miniBtration  of  the  laws  relftting  to  the 
poor  in  England  and  Wales/'  See  se. 
]>2,  &  15;anda]B0  8.  49. 

(9)  Sect  21. 

(r)  5  &  6  W.  4.  e.  69,  entitled  **  An 
act  to  fiusilitate  the  conveyance  of 
workhonaes  and  other  property  of  pa- 
rishes and  of  incorporations  or  unions 
of  parishes  in  Engkoid  and  Wales.*^ 
And  see  1  Vict  c.  50. 

(«)  Sect  3. 

(t)  The  word  <<  goardians''  is  inter- 
preted to  signify  any  Tisitor,  governor^ 
4irector,  manager,    acting    guardian, 


VestiTman,  or  other  officer,  in  a  pariah 
or  union,  appointed  or  entitled  to  act 
as  manager  of  the  poor,  and  in  the  dia- 
tribation  or  ordering  of  the  relief  to 
the  poor  from  the  poor-rate,  under  any 
general  or  local  act  of  parlialnenl 

(u)  The  word  ''umon*"  is  to  indnda 
any  number  of  parishes  united  for  any 
purpose  whatever  under  the  proviaona 
of  the  act  of  4  &  5  W.  4.  c.  76,  or  in- 
corporated under  the  act  of  22  Greo.  3. 
c.  83,  or  incorporated  for  the  relief  or 
maintenance  of  the  poor  under  any 
local  act. 
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to  any  disfiolved  union :  Proyided  that  no  such  sale^  or  ex- 
change^ or  letting,  should  take  place  except  with  the  consent 
of  a  majority  of  the  rate-payers  of  such  parish,  and  of  the 
owners  of  property  therein,  entitled  to  vote  under  and  by 
virtue  of  the  act  of  4  &  5  W.  4.  c.  76:  And  proidded  that  every 
sale  and  exchange  or  lease  of  any  such  workhouse,  tenements, 
buildings,  land,  or  other  property,  which  might  have  been 
made  before  the  passing  of  the  act  (5  &  6  W.  4.  c.  69),  with 
the  consent  in  writing  of  the  poor  law  commissioners,  should  be 
as  valid  as  if  the  same  had  been  directed  by  their  order  under 
the  authority  thereof;  and  that  any  moneys  or  rents  which 
had  become  or  should  become  payable  in  respect  of  any  such 
sale,  exchange,  or  lease,  and  had  not  been  applied,  should  be 
applied  in  the  same  manner  as  such  moneys  or  rents  would 
have  been  applicable  if  such  sale,  or  exchange,  or  lease,  had 
been  made  thereunder  (^). 

It  was  farther  provided  (y),  that  all  powers  and  authorities 
by  the  act  of  59  Geo.  3.  c.  12,  given  to  churchwardens  and  over- 
seers of  the  poor  for  taking  land  or  ground  into  their  hands, 
and  for  purchasing,  hiring,  and  taking  on  lease,  any  land;  and 
all  the  powers  and  authorities  contained  in  the  acts  of  1  &  2 
W.  4.  c.  42;  1  &  2  W.  4.  c.  59;  and  2  W.4.  c.42,  should  in 
future  be  exercised  (under  the  control,  and  subject  to  the  rules, 
orders,  and  regulations,  of  the  poor  law  commissioners,)  by 
the  overseers  of  the  poor  in  any  parish  not  under  the  man* 
agement  of  a  board  of  guardians,  and  by  the  guardians  of  the 
poor  of  any  union  or  parish  formed  or  established  by  virtue 
of  any  statute  or  local  act. 

And,  for  simplifying  the  instruments  of  assurance  of  pro- 
perty under  the  act,  the  6th  section  provided,  that  every  convey- 
ance under  the  authority  of  the  act  might  be  made  according 
to  the  form  set  forth  in  the  schedule  thereto  annexed  {z),  or  in 
such  other  forms  as  the  poor  law  commissioners  should  direct, 

(x)  The  Act  does  not  appear  to  con-  {z)  The  form  will  be  found  in  the 

taiu  any  provision  for  the  i4>plication  Appendix  to  this  work,  though  it  ap- 

of  the  rents  of  the  property  let  pears  rather  adapted  to  an  absolute 

(y)  Sect.  4.  conveyance  than  to  a  lease. 
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or  as  near  thereto  as  the  ntmiber  of  parties^  the  nature  of  the 
interests,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  would  admit;  and 
should,  when  executed  by  the  conveying  parties,  be  valid  and 
e£fectual  in  the  law,  without  hvery  of  seisin  being  made,  or 
any  bargain  and  sale  to  vest  possession  being  executed;  and 
that  every  conveyance  or  instrument  made  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  act,  should,  when  signed  by  the  conveying  parties 
thereto,  be  transmitted  to  the  poor  law  commissioners,  who 
should,  if  they  should  approve  thereof,  signify  such  approval 
by  sealing  or  stamping  the  same  with  their  seal.  And,  for 
preserving  evidence  of  such  instruments,  the  commissioners 
were  ordered  to  keep  a  register,,  properly  indexed,  in  which 
they  should  insert  copies  or  memorials  of  such  deeds  or 
instruments  of  which  they  should  so  approve,  and  of  such 
orders  of  appropriation  of  property  as  were  thereinbefore 
mentioned;  and  it  was  provided  that  all  such  copies  or 
memorials,  or  copies  thereof,  purporting  to  be  sealed  or 
stamped  with  the  seal  of  the  commissioners,  should  be  re- 
ceived as  evidence  of  the  instruments  respectively  of  which 
they  should  purport  to  be  copies  or  memorials  (a). 

It  was  further  provided  (6),  that  the  guardians  of  the  poor 
of  every  union  then  already  formed,  or  which  thereafter 
should  be  formed,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  4  &  6  W.  4.  c.  76, 
and  of  every  parish  placed  under  the  control  of  a  board  of 
guardians  by  virtue  of  the  same  act,  should  respectively  firom 
the  day  of  their  first  meeting  as  a  board  become,  or  be  deemed 
to  have  become,  and  they  and  their  successors  in  office  should 
for  ever  continue  to  be,  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  act,  [5  &  6 
W.  4.  c.  69,]  a  corporation,  by  the  name  of  the  guardians  of 

the  poor  of  the union  (or  of  the  parish  of )  in  the 

city  of ;  and,  as  such  corporation,  the  said  guardians 

were  thereby  empowered  to  accept,  take,  and  hold,  for  the 
benefit  of  such  union  or  parish,  any  buildings,  lands,  or  here* 
ditaments,  goods,  effects,  or  other  property,  and  to  use  a 
common  seal. 

(a)  And  see  8  &  9  Vict  c.  1 12,  as  to      official  aad  other  docmnenta. 
the  admission  in  evidence  of  oertein  (h)  Sect.  7. 
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It  has  lately  been  determined  (c),  that  the  language  of  this 
act  of  5  &  6  W.  4.  c.  69^  is  not  sufficient  to  divest  parish 
property  out  of  the  parish  officers.  The  statute  confers  upon 
the  guardians  very  extensive  powers  over  it;  but  they  are 
consistent  with  the  continuance  of  the  legal  estate  in  other 
persons ;  and  should  the  guardians  experience  any  obstruc- 
tion firom  the  overseers  in  the  exercise  of  their  powers^  they 
may  resort  to  a  court  of  equity,  or  other  proceedings,  for  the 
purpose  of  compelling  submission  {d). 

Doubts  having  arisen  as  to  the  meaning  and  extent  of  the 
provisions  of  the  third  section  of  5  &  6  W.  4.  c.  60  {e),  it  was 
declared  by  a  recent  act  (/),  that  they  shall  be  deemed  to 
have  authorised,  and  to  authorise,  the  sale,  exchange,  letting, 
and  disposal,  by  the  guardians  of  a  union  formed,  or  to  be 
formed,  by  the  commissioners,  of  any  workhouse,  tenements, 
buildings,  land,  effects,  or  other  property,  belonging  to  any 
parish  which  shall  be  comprised  in  the  said  union;  and,  in 
cases  of  the  sale,  exchange,  letting,  and  disposal  of  work- 
houses, tenements,  buildings,  land,  effects,  and  other  property, 
belonging  to  a  dissolved  union,  to  have  applied  and  to  apply 
to  a  majority  of  the  persons  who  were  the  last  acting  guar- 
dians previous  to  the  dissolution  of  such  union :  provided 
that  nothing  therein  contained  shall  be  deemed  to  render 
valid,  or  to  authorise,  the  sale,  exchange,  letting,  or  other 
disposition,  of  any  property  which  shall  have  been  given  or 
bequeathed  by  way  of  charitable  donation,  or  shall  have  been 
allotted  in  right  of  some  charitable  donation,  or  otherwise, 
for  the  poor  persons  of  any  parish,  and  not  for  the  general 
benefit  of  the  rate-payers,  parishioners,  or  inhabitants  of  such 
parish ;  nor  to  dispense  with  the  consent  of  the  rate-payers 
and  owners  of  property  required  by  5  &  6  W.  4.  c.  69,  to  all 
sales,  exchanges,  lettings  or  other  dispositions,  of  property 
belonging  to  any  parish,  except  in  the  case  next  thereinafter 
provided. 

(c)  Doe  dem.  Norton  v,  WebBter,  (d)  Per  Patteson,  J.,  Ibid. 

12  Adol.  &  £U.  442  ;  S.  C.  4  Per.  &  (e)  Ante,  p.  328. 

Dav.  270.  (/)  5  Vict,  sefls.  2,  c.  18.  a.  2. 
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The  act  then  proyides  {g),  that^  where  several  pariishes  shall 
have  been^  or  shall  be^  jointly  interested  in  any  workhonse, 
tenements^  buildings,  lands,  whether  of  fireehold,  copyhold,  or 
customary  tenure,  effects,  or  other  property,  it  shall  be  deemed 
to  have  been,  and  shall  be,  lawfiil  for  the  commissioners,  upon 
the  application  of  the  overseers  of  the  major  part  of  such 
parishes,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  rate-payers  and  owners  of 
property  in  the  major  part  of  such  parishes,  to  be  ascertained 
in  the  manner  directed  by  the  said  act  of  5  &  6  W.  4.  c.  69,  to 
order  the  same  to  be  sold,  let,  exchanged,  or  disposed  of,  by 
the  guardians  of  the  union  in  which  such  parishes  or  the 
greater  part  thereof  shall  be  situate,  in  such  manner,  and 
subject  to  such  rules,  orders,  and  regulations,  as  the  commis- 
sioners shall  deem  fit ;  and  that  it  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
been,  and  to  be,  lawful  for  the  commissioners  to  direct  the 
application  of  the  produce  arising  from  such  sale,  letting,  or 
disposition,  in  the  same  manner,  and  for  the  same  purposes, 
as  the  produce  arising  from  the  sales  of  property  belonging 
to  other  parishes  might  be  applied  to :  provided  that  where 
any  conveyance  by  way  of  sale,  lease,  exchange,  disposition, 
or  otherwise,  of  any  property  belonging  to  a  parish  or  union, 
whether  dissolved  or  not,  shall  have  been,  or  shall  thereafter 
be,  made  by  the  guardians  of  any  existing  union,  or  a  majority 
of  the  last  acting  guardians  of  any  dissolved  union,  under  the 
order  of  the  commissioners,  the  same  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
been  and  to  be  valid  for  all  the  purposes  of  such  conveyance, 
although  the  legal  estate  in  such  property  shall  be,  or  shall  be 
presumed  to  be,  outstanding  in  some  trustee  or  trustees  who 
shall  not  have  joined  in  such  conveyance. 


VII. — Queen  Consort. 

The  common  law  power  of  the  Queen  Consort  to  dispose  of 
her  property,  real  or  personal,  as  if  she  were  a  feme  sole  (A), 

(ff)  Sect  3.  (A)  Co.  Lit  3,  a.  133,  a. 
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has  been  fully  recognised  andconfibrmedby  the  legislature  (t) ; 
for  we  find  it  enacted  (^)^  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Queen 
Consort^  for  the  time  beings  at  any  time  during  the  joint 
lives  of  herself  and  the  Eing^  by  deed  under  hand  and  seal, 
to  be  executed  in  the  presence  of  and  attested  by  two  or 
more  witnesses,  to  grant,  give,  alien,  dispose  of,  and  convey, 
any  manors,  messnages,  &;c.,  purchased  by,  or  in  trust  for,  her 
Majesty,  or  which  may  come,  or  devolve  upon,  or  vest  in  her, 
or  any  person  oir  persons  in  trust  for  her,  for  any  estate  of 
inheritance  or  freehold,  or  for  any  copyhold  or  customary 
estate,  under  or  by  virtue  of  any  deed,  gift,  will,  or  otherwise, 
for  all  or  any  part  of  such  estate,  right,  and  interest,  in  all 
respects  as  if  she  were  sole  and  unmarried.  But  it  is  pro- 
vided (/),  that  the  act  shall  not  extend  to  enable  her  to  make 
any  grant,  conveyance,  or  disposition,  of  any  palace,  or 
capital  mansion-house,  gardens,  lands,  or  hereditaments,  be- 
longing to  the  King,  or  any  of  his  successors,  in  right  of  the 
crown,  vested  in  her  for  life,  for  her  jointure  or  otherwise, 
under  any  letters  patent  of  his  Majesty,  or  any  of  his  succes- 
sors, or  by  act  of  parliament,  or  to  make  any  grant,  convey- 
ance, or  disposition,  which  she  could  not  make  if  sole  and 
unmarried. 


VIII. — Duke  of  Cornwall. 

The  title  of  Duke  of  Cornwall  belongs  of  right,  as  we  have 
seen  (m),  to  the  King's  or  Queen's  eldest  son,  in  whom  also 
the  fee-simple  of  the  possessions  annexed  to  the  duchy  is 
vested  (n),  though  he  cannot  sever  them  by  alienation  from 
the  dignity,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  successor (o).  At  common 
law,  he  may  grant  leases  for  a  term  coextensive  with  the 
period  of  his  own  personal  enjoyment  of  the  title  and  estates, 
but,  on  his  death  (p),  or  accession  to  the  throne  (9),  the  lessee 


(t)  39  &  40  Geo.  8.  e.  88.  b.  8. 

lie)  Sect  9. 

({)  Same  eectioii. 

<m)  Ante,p»  217. 

(n)  Com.  Dig.  Roy,  (6.  a.) 


(0)  The  Prince's  case,  8  Co.  14,  b. 
et  passim. 

Ip)  21  Jac.  I.  c.  29.  s.  1.  10  Geo.  2. 
c.  29.  8.  9. 

<9)  1  Car.  1.  c.  2.  s.  1. 
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must  yield  to  the  claim  of  the  next  succeeding  heir.  Farlia* 
ment  only  can  remedy  the  inoonvenience;  and^  accordingly^ 
we  find  that  acts  (r)  have  been  passed  in  yarious  reigns  to 
enable  the  Dukes  of  Cornwall  for  the  time  being  to  confer 
indefeasible  estates  by  way  of  demise.  The  act  («)  which 
gives  this  power  to  Albert  Edward,  Prince  of  Wales,  the 
present  Duke  of  Cornwall,  was  passed  a  few  months  after  the 
birth  of  his  royal  highness.  It  begins  by  reciting  that  his 
royal  highness  stood  seised  of  the  duchy  of  Cornwall  and  the 
possessions  thereof  of  an  estate  of  inheritance  under  a  special 
form  of  limitation  differing  from  the  ordinary  rules  of  inherit* 
ance  at  common  law,  whereupon  doubts  had  arisen  whether 
leases  and  grants  made  by  his  royal  highness  of  any  of  the 
possessions  of  his  duchy  would  be  good  and  effectual  in  law 
longer  than  for  the  life  of  his  royal  highness,  and  then  for 
avoiding  of  which  doubts,  and  for  the  ease  and  quiet  of  the 
minds  of  such  persons  as  had  taken,  or  should  thereafter  take, 
leases  or  grants  from  his  royal  highness,  and  to  the  end  that 
such  persons  might  be  sure  to  have  good  and  indefeasible 
estates,  and  be  encouraged  to  lay  out  moneys  in  building  and 
repairing  or  otherwise  improving  the  several  lands  and  tene- 
ments to  them  demised  or  granted,  or  to  be  demised  or  granted, 
and  to  take  sets  or  leases  of  the  mines  and  minerals  parcel  of 
the  said  possessions,  it  enacts,  that  aU  leases  or  grants  made, 
or  to  be  made,  by  his  royal  highness,  by  letters  patent  or  in- 
dentures under  the  great  or  privy  seal  of  his  royal  highness, 
or  by  copy  of  court  roU,  of  any  manors,  messuages,  parks, 
lands,  tithes,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  parcel  of  the  pos- 
sessions of  the  duchy  of  Cornwall,  or  annexed  to  the  same, 
shall  be  good  and  effectual  in  law,  according  to  the  purport 
and  contents  of  the  said  leases  or  grants,  against  her  Majesty, 
her  heirs  and  successors,  and  against  the  heirs  and  successors 
of  his  royal  highness,  dukes  of  Cornwall,  and  against  all  and 
every  person  or  persons  who  shall  or  may  inherit  or  succeed 
to  the  said  duchy  according  to  the  said  limitation  or  other* 

(r)  21  Jac.  1.  c.  29.     10  G«o.  2.      50  Geo.  3.  c.  6.    1  Ves.  295. 
c.  29.  86.9, 10,&  11.    83Geo.  3.  c.78.  ($)  5  Vict.  seas.  2.  c  2. 
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wise  (t) :  Provided  always^  that  every  snch  lease  or  grant  so 
made,  or  to  be  made,  in  possession,  shall  be  made  for  three 
lives  or  fewer,  or  for  thirty-one  years  or  under,  or  for  some 
term  of  years  determinable  upon  one,  two,  or  three  lives,  and 
not  above;  and  if  such  lease  or  grant  be  made  in  reversion  or 
expectancy,  that  then  the  same  together  with  the  estates  in 
possession  do  not  exceed  three  lives,  or  the  term  of  thirty-one 
years,  and  be  not  in  anywise  dispunishable  of  waste ;  and  so 
as  upon  every  such  lease  or  grant  there  be  or  shall  be  reserved 
the  ancient  or  most  usual  rent,  or  more,  or  such  rent  as  hath 
been  reserved,  yielded,  or  paid,  for  such  of  the  premises  as  are 
or  shall  be  contained  therein  for  the  greater  part  of  twenty 
years  next  before  the  making  of  the  said  lease  or  grant;  such 
rent  to  J)e  reserved  due  and  payable  to  such  as*  have  the 
inheritance  or  other  estate  of  and  in  the  said  duchy;  and, 
where  no  such  rent  hath  been  reserved  or  payable,  that  then 
upon  every  such  lease  or  grant  there  be  or  shall  be  reserved 
a  reasonable  rent,  not  being  under  the  twentieth  part  of  the 
dear  yearly  value  of  the  manors,  &c.  contained  in  such  lease 
or  grant;  and  where  the  subject-matter  of  such  lease  or  grant 
shall  be  mines,  minerals,  or  toll  dues,  or  royalties  in  respect 
of  mines  or  minerals,  that  then  upon  every  such  lease  or 
grant  there  be  or  shall  be  reserved  a  reasonable  rent,  pay- 
ment, toU,  due,  dole,  or  dish,  without  taking  or  requiring  any 
fine  or  fines  whatsoever  (i«). 

The  third  section,  after  noticing  that  certain  parts  of  the 
possessions  of  the  duchy  are  capable  of  improvement  by  the 
erection  of  substantial  buildings  thereon,  and  by  the  cultiva- 
tion of  waste  lands,  which  cannot  be  undertaken  by  the 
lessees  unless  they  are  secured  by  a  longer  interest  in  the 
premises  than  thirty-one  years,  or  a  term  of  years  determin- 
able upon  three  lives,  enacts,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  his 
royal  highness  to  make  leases  and  grants,  by  letters  patent  or 
indentures  under  the  great  or  privy  seal  of  his  royal  highness, 
of  any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  parcel  of  the  pos- 

(t)  Sect  1.  («)  Sect  2. 
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sessions  of  the  duchy^  or  annexed  to  the  same^  for  any  term  of 
years  not  exceeding  the  term  of  ninety-nine  years,  expressly 
for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  same  by  erecting  substantial 
buildings  thereon,  or  for  the  purpose  of  improving  waste  lands 
by  cultivation  or  otherwise :  provided  always,  that,  upon  aU 
such  last-mentioned  leases  or  grants  so  to  be  made,  improved 
annual  ground-rents  be  reserved  and  made  payable  as  therein 
aforesaid,  during  the  terms  therein  limited,  and  that  no  fines 
or  other  considerations  be  taken  by  his  royal  highness  further 
or  other  than  the  improved  annual  ground-rents  by  the  act 
directed  to  be  reserved. 

It  is  also  enacted  (^),  that  all  covenants,  conditions,  reser- 
vations, and  agreements,  contained  in  every  such  lease  or 
grant  made  or  to  be  made  shall  be  good  and  effectual  in  law, 
according  to  the  words  and  contents  of  the  same,  as  well  for 
and  against  them  to  whom  the  reversion  of  the  said  manors, 
&c.  shall  come,  as  for  and  against  them  to  whom  the  interest 
of  such  leases  or  grants  shall  come  respectively,  as  if  his 
royal  highness  at  the  time  of  making  such  covenants,  condi- 
tions, reservations,  and  agreements,  had  been  or  were  seised 
of  an  absolute  estate  in  fee-simple  in  the  same  manors,  &c. 

The  5th  Section  contains  a  saving  to  all  persons,  bodies 
politic  and  corporate,  their  heirs  and  successors,  executors, 
administrators,  and  assigns,  other  than  his  royal  highness, 
his  heirs,  and  successors,  dukes  of  Cornwall,  and  other  than 
her  Majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors,  and  aU  persons,  and 
the  lessees  of  such  persons,  that  shall  hereafter  inherit  and 
enjoy  the  said  duchy  by  force  of  any  act  of  parliament,  or 
other  limitation  whatsoever,  of  all  such  rights,  titles,  estates, 
customs,  interests,  tenures,  terms,  claims,  and  demands 
whatsoever,  of  what  nature,  kind,  or  quality  soever,  of,  in,  or 
out  of,  the  said  manors,  &c.,  as  they  or  any  of  them  had  or 
ought  to  have  had  before  the  making  of  the  act,  and  in  as 
ample  a  manner  as  if  the  act  had  never  been  made. 

The  6th  section  recites  that  doubts  might  exist  respecting 

(x)  Sect.  4. 
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the  extent  of  the  power  and  authority  of  her  most  excellent 
Majesty^  as  guardian  of  his  royal  highness^  during  the 
minority  of  his  royal  highness^  and  that  it  was  expedient 
that  such  doubts  should  be  removed^  and  then  enacts^  that  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  her  Majesty^  during  such  minority^  to 
exercise^  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  royal  highness^ 
all  the  rights^  powers^  privileges^  and  authorities^  which  apper* 
tain  to,  or  might  be  exercised  by,  his  royal  highness  in  respect 
of  his  said  duchy  of  Cornwall,  if  of  fiill  age ;  and  that  all  acts, 
matters,  and  things,  done  or  to  be  done  during  such  minority, 
in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  royal  highness,  by  her 
Majesty  as  such  guardian,  or  by  any  other  persons  acting 
under  the  authority  of  her  Majesty,  in  pursaance  of,  and  in 
conformity  with,  the  powers  and  authorities  to  them  in  that 
behalf  committed  by  her  Majesty,  shall  be  valid  in  law,  as  if 
the  same  had  been  and  were  done,  and  that  the  same  shall 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  been 
and  to  be  done,  by  his  royal  highness  himself  in  his  own  proper 
person,  and  at  his  full  and  perfect  age:  Provided  always, 
that  all  leases  and  grants  of  any  of  the  possessions  of  the  said 
duchy  to  be  made  during  the  minority  of  his  royal  highness 
shall  be  subject  to  the  provision  of  this  act :  And  provided 
also,  that  all  offices,  appointments,  and  employments,  belong- 
ing to  his  royal  highness  in  right  of  his  said  duchy,  given  or 
bestowed  during  such  minority,  which,  may  by  law  be  given 
or  bestowed  during  pleasure,  shall  be  determinable  by  his 
royal  highness  at  any  time  after  he  shall  attain  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years. 

Further  powers  have  lately  been  conferred  by  parliament  (y) 
on  his  royal  highness  and  his  council  touching  the  possessions 
of  the  duchy  of  Cornwall. 

By  the  act  referred  to,  the  council  of  his  royal  highness 
are  empowered  {z),  at  any  time  during  his  minority,  to 
purchase  or  take  in  exchange  from  any  person  whomsoever 
any  lease,  term  of  years,  or  chattel  interest,  which  may  for 

(y)  7  &  8  Viot.  c.  65,  («)  Sect  10. 
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the  time  being  be  subsisting  of  or  in  any  manors^  messuages, 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  part  of  the  lands  or  pos* 
sessions  of  the  duchy,  and  to  enter  into  such  contracts  or 
agreements  for  that  purpose  as  to  the  council  shall  seem 
proper. 

And  {a)  in  every  case  in  which  any  subsisting  lease,  term 
of  years,  or  chattel  interest,  of  or  in  any  part  of  the  said  lands 
and  possessions  of  the  duchy  shall  be  purchased  or  taken  in 
exchange  by  the  council,  the  councQ  is  empowered  either  to 
cause  the  same  to  be  surrendered  to  his  royal  highness  or 
otherwise,  in  order  that  the  same  may  merge  in  the  reversion 
expectant  thereon,  or  to  cause  the  same  to  be  assigned  to  any 
person  as  a  trustee  for  his  royal  highness,  his  heirs  and  suc« 
cessors,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  kept  on  foot  distinct 
from  the  inheritance. 

His  royal  highness,  his  heirs  or  successors,  are  also  ena- 
bled (d)  to  grant  to  any  copyhold  or  customary  tenant  of  any 
messuages,  lands,  or  tenements,  holden  of  any  manor  parcel 
of  the  possessions  of  the  duchy,  a  license  authorising  such 
tenant  to  demise  all  or  any  part  of  the  same  tenement  for  any 
term  or  number  of  years  not  exceeding  twenty-one  years,  or, 
for  building,  rebuilding,  or  repairing  purposes,  for  any  term  of 
years  not  exceeding  ninety-nine  years,  to  commence  from  the 
time  of  granting  such  license,  or  for  any  one  or  more  of  the 
purposes  aforesaid;  but  in  every  such  license  shall  be  expressed 
and  fixed  the  sum  which  during  the  term  to  be  mentioned  in 
such  license  shall  be  considered  aa  the  annual  value  for  assess- 
ing the  fines  payable  to  his  royal  highness,  his  heirs  and 
successors,  upon  the  admission  of  any  new  tenant  to  any 
tenement  which  shall  have  been  built  on  or  improved,  or  for 
the  building  on  and  improving  of  which  such  license  shall  be 
granted,  so  that  the  sum  to  be  fixed  shall  not  in  any  case  be 
less  than  the  best  annual  rent  which  might  at  the  date  of 
such  license  be  reasonably  obtained  on  a  demise  of  the  pre- 
mises  therein  mentioned  for  a  term  of  ninety-nine  years,  or 

(a)  Sect  11.  (6)  Sect  25. 
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for  such  shorter  term  as  shall  be  expressed  in  any  sach  license^ 
without  taking  any  fine^  premium,  or  foregift,  for  the  making 
of  such  demise;  and  so  that  the  sum  so  to  be  fixed  shall  not 
be  considered  as  the  annual  value  according  to  which  the  fine 
is  to  be  assessed  for  any  greater  number  of  years  than  the 
term  of  ninety-nine  years,  to  conmience  firom  the  date  of  such 
license,  or  such  shorter  term  as  in  the  said  license  shall  be 
expressed ;  and  so  that  no  fine,  premium,  or  foregift,  shall  be 
taken  for  the  making  or  granting  of  such  license,  save  and 
except  the  customary  annual  fine  (if  any)  for  every  year  of  the 
said  term  to  be  expressed  in  such  license,  and  such  fees  as 
shall  be  usual  or  reasonable  in  that  behalf;  and  so  that  upon 
the  grant  of  every  such  license  there  be  saved  and  reserved 
to  his  royal  highness,  his  heirs  and  successors,  all  fines, 
heriots,  rents,  customs,  and  services,  due  and  to  grow  due  in 
respect  of  the  tenements  in  respect  of  which  such  license  shall 
be  granted :  provided,  that  every  such  license  shall  be  entered 
on  the  court  roUs  or  court  books  of  the  manor  of  which  the 
tenement  in  respect  of  which  such  license  shall  be  granted  is 
holden. 

Every  deed  or  instrument  whereby  any  manors,  messuages^ 
&c.,  parcel  of  the  duchy  lands  shall  be  leased  or  licensed  to 
be  demised,  under  the  authority  of  the  act  under  notice,  or  of 
any  other  act,  or  otherwise,  is  within  six  calendar  months 
after  the  date  of  such  deed  or  instrument  to  be  enrolled  in 
the  office  of  the  duchy  of  Cornwall  (c). 

But  the  coundl  of  his  royal  highness,  or  others  the  com- 
missioners for  managing  the  affairs  of  the  duchy  for  the  time 
being,  for  every  reasonable  cause  to  them  shown  for  the 
omission  or  delay,  may  permit  the  making  of  any  such  enroU 
ment  or  entry  nunc  pro  tunc  {d). 

After  noticing  that  in  leases  theretofore  granted  and  then 
subsisting  of  parts  of  the  lands  and  possessions  of  the  duchy 
there  are  contained  covenants  or  agreements  entered  into  by 
the  respective  lessees  with  certain  officers  of  the  duchy,  and 

(c)  Sect.  30.  {d)  Sect.  35. 
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eonditions  to  be  taken  advantage  of  or  enforced  by  certain 
officers  of  the  duchy,  and  that  in  the  same  leases,  or  in  other 
leases  theretofore  granted  and  then  subsisting  of  parts  of  the 
lands  and  possessions  of  the  duchy,  there  are  contained 
covenants,  agreements,  or  conditions,  as  to  acts  or  things  on 
the  part  of  the  lessees,  their  executors,  administrators,  or 
assigns,  to  be  observed,  done,  or  performed  before,  with  the 
consent  or  under  the  direction  of  certain  officers  of  the  duchy; 
and  that  by  certain  acts  of  parliament  and  otherwise  various 
duties  and  powers  are  imposed  upon  and  given  to  certain 
officers  of  the  duchy;  and  that  changes  had  taken  place,  and 
might  thereafter  take  place,  in  the  persons  of  such  officers, 
or  in  the  titles  and  duties  of  their  offices,  and  that  it  was 
expedient  that  provision  should  be  made  in  respect  thereof; 
the  act  empowered  (e)  his  royal  highness,  his  heirs  or  succes- 
sors, from  time  to  time  to  appoint  any  officer  of  the  duchy,  or 
other  person,  by  whom  and  in  whose  name  any  covenants  or 
agreements  entered  into  by  any  lessee  with  any  other  officer  of 
the  duchy  may  be  sued  upon  and  enforced,  and  by  whom  and 
in  whose  name  any  conditions  which  might  be  taken  advan« 
tage  of  and  enforced  by  any  other  officer  of  the  duchy  may 
be  taken  advantage  of  and  enforced;  and  declared,  that  every 
such  covenant,  agreement,  and  condition,  shall  and  may  be 
sued  upon,  taken  advantage  of,  and  enforced,  by  and  in  the 
name  of  the  officer  or  other  person  for  that  purpose  so 
appointed,  as  fully,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  the  same 
might  have  been  sued  upon,  or  taken  advantage  of,  and 
enforced,  by  and  in  the  name  of  the  officer  with  whom  such 
covenants  or  agreements  were  entered  into^  or  by  whom  such 
conditions  were  to  be  taken  advantage  of  or  enforced;  and 
that  any  such  appointment  may  be  made  either  for  any  one 
case,  or  for  any  class  of  cases,  or  for  all  cases  generally. 

The  act  further  empowered  (/)  his  royal  highness,  his  heirs 
or  successors,  from  time  to  time  to  appoint  any  officer  of  the 
duchy  or  other  person  before  or  with  the  consent  or  under 

(e)  Sect  37.  (/)  Sect.  38. 
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the  direction  of  wliom  all  acts  or  things  on  the  part  of  any 
lessees^  their  executors^  administrators^  or  assigns^  to  be 
observed,  done,  or  performed,  before  or  with  the  consent  or 
nnder  the  direction  of  any  officer  of  the  duchy,  may  be 
observed,  done,  or  performed,  instead  of  before  or  with  the 
consent  or  nnder  the  direction  of  the  officer  named  or 
described  in  such  leases;  and  declared,  that  in  every  case  in 
which  in  any  lease  theretofore  granted  and  then  subsisting  of 
any  part  of  the  lands  or  possessions  of  the  duchy  there  are 
contained  any  covenants,  agreements,  or  conditions,  as  to  any 
acts  or  things  on  the  part  of  the  respective  lessees,  their 
executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  to  be  observed,  done, 
or  performed,  before  or  with  the  consent  or  under  the  direc- 
tion of  any  officer  of  the  duchy  therein  named  or  described, 
all  and  every  such  acts  and  things  shall  and  may  be  lawfully 
and  efiTectually  observed,  done,  or  performed,  before,  with  the 
consent,  or  under  the  direction,  of  any  such  other  officer  of 
the  duchy,  or  other  person  for  the  time  being*  so  appointed 
or  authorised  in  that  behalf;  and  that  every  lessee  and  other 
person  who,  under  any  covenant,  agreement,  or  condition, 
in  any  such  lease  contained,  then  was  or  thereafter  should 
be  bound  or  liable  to  observe,  do,  or  perform,  any  such  act 
or  thing,  before  or  with  the  consent  or  under  the  direction  of 
such  other  officer ^of  the  duchy  in  the  said  lease  named  or 
described,  should  at  all  times  thereafter  be  bound  and  liable 
to  observe,  do,  or  perform,  every  such  act  or  thing  before  or 
with  the  consent  or  under  the  direction  of  such  other  officer 
of  the  duchy,  or  other  person  for  the  time  being  so  appointed 
or  authorised  in  that  behalf;  and  that  in  case  of  any  such 
lessee  or  other  person  refusing,  omitting,  or  neglecting,  to 
observe,  do,  or  perform,  any  such  act  or  thing  before  or  with 
the  consent  or  under  the  direction  of  such  officer  of  the 
•duchy,  or  other  person  for  the  time  being  to  be  so  appointed 
or  authorised,  then  his  royal  highness,  his  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, are  to  have  the  same  rights  of  entry,  action,  and  suit, 
and  other  rights  and  remedies,  against  the  lessee  or  other 
person  so  refusing,  omitting,  or  neglecting,  and  upon  the 
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demised  premises^  as  his  royal  highness,  his  heirs  or  succes- 
sors, would  or  might  have  had  if  such  lessee  or  other  person 
had  refused,  neglected,  or  omitted,  to  observe,  do,  or  perform^ 
the  same  act  or  thing  before  the  officer  of  the  duchy  in  the 
lease  named  or  described  in  that  behalf;  and  every  such 
appointment  may  be  made  either  for  any  one  cdse,  or  for  any 
class  of  cases,  or  for  all  cases  generally. 

Another  section  {ff)  enables  her  Majesty,  or  any  persons 
acting  under  her  authority,  during  the  minority  of  his  royal 
highness,  to  exercise,  in  his  name  and  on  his  behalf,  all  the 
rights  and  powers  given  to  or  which  might  be  exercised  by 
his  royal  highness  by  virtue  of  the  act ;  and  declares,  that  all 
acts,  matters,  and  things,  which  shall  be  done  during  such 
minority,  by  virtue  of  the  act,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf 
of  his  royal  highness,  by  her  Majesty,  or  any  persons  acting 
under  her  authority,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  to  them  in 
that  behalf  committed  by  her  Migesty,  shall  be  as  effectual 
in  law  as  if  the  same  had  been  done  by  his  royal  highness  in 
his  own  person,  and  at  his  full  and  perfect  age. 

It  is  further  provided  (A),  that,  where  by  the  act  any 
contracts,  assurances,  matters,  or  things,  are  directed  to  be 
entered  into,  made,  or  done,  by  the  council  of  his  royal  high- 
ness, (except  in  cases  which  are  therein  otherwise  specially 
provided  for,)  it  shall  be  lawful  and  sufficient  for  such  con- 
tracts, assurances,  matters,  and  things,  to  be  entered  into, 
made,  or  done,  by  any  three  or  more  of  the  members  of  the 
council  for  the  time  being ;  and  that  all  contracts  and  assur- 
ances purporting  to  be  signed  by  any  three  or  more  members 
of  the  council  shall  be  received  in  evidence  without  any 
further  proof  thereof. 

And  further  (i),  that  no  license,  grant,  or  lease,  to  search 
for  or  work  or  get  mines,  minerals,  stone,  or  substrata, 
belonging  to  the  duchy,  for  a  period  not  exceeding  one  year 
from  the  date  of  such  license,  grant,  or  lease,  shall  be  subject 
to  any  stamp  duty  whatsoever. 

(y)  Sect  41.  (A)  Sect.  42.  (%)  Sect.  43. 
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IX. — Master  of  the  Rolls. 

The  Master  of  the  Bolls  for  the  time  being  and  his  succes- 
sors, masters  of  the  rolls,  were  empowered  by  an  act  passed 
in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  2nd  {k)  to  make  leases  for 
one-aud-forty  years,  or  for  any  lesser  term,  of  the  rolls  estate, 
or  any  part  thereof,  (the  chapel  of  the  roUs,  with  a  convenient 
mansion-house,  court-yard,  garden,  stable,  coach-house,  and 
other  outhouses,  and  buildings,  fit  for  the  use  and  habitation 
of  the  master  of  the  rolls,  only  excepted) :  and  the  act 
(among  other  clauses)  contained  a  provision  that  the  master 
of  the  rolls  for  the  time  being,  or  any  succeeding  master  of 
the  rolls,  after  the  premises  had  been  once  letten  according 
to  the  power,  should  not  grant  or  make  any  new  or  concur- 
rent lease  until  within  seven  years  of  the  expiration  of  the 
lease  then  in  being;  nor  for  any  less  rent  than  was  reserved 
upon  the  former  lease ;  nor  for  any  longer  term  than  for  the 
term  of  one-and-twenty  years  firom  the  making  of  such  lease  {I). 

This  statute  was  afterwards  repealed  by  an  act  of  the  reign 
of  Gteorge  the  Srd  (m),  which,  among  other  provisions  relative 
to  the  leasing  of  the  rolls  estates,  enacted  (n)  that  it  should 
be  lawful  for  the  master  of  the  rolls  for  the  time  being  to 
make  any  lease  of  the  rolls  estates,  (the  chapel  of  the  rolls, 
and  the  mansion-house,  court-yard,  gardens,  stables,  coach- 
houses, and  other  outhouses,  and  buildings,  then  used  for  the 
habitation  and  accommodation  of  the  master  of  the  roUs, 
only  excepted,)  for  any  term  or  number  of  years  not  exceed- 
ing twenty-one  years  in  possession,  from  the  making  thereof, 
or  from  the  quarter-day  next  preceding  the  date  and  making 
of  such  lease,  at  the  best  and  most  improved  rent,  without 
taking  foregift  or  gratuity;  such  rent  to  be  thereby  reserved 
and  made  payable  to  the  master  of  the  rolls  making  such 

(h)  12  Car.  2.  c.  36;  Confirmed  by  S.  C.  1  W.  Blac.  617. 

13  Car.  2.  sUt  1.  c.  14.  (m)  17  Geo.  3.  c.  59.  s.  2. 

(J)  See,  as  to  the  construction  of  this  (n)  Sect  10. 
act,  Wilson  v.  Sewell,  4  Burr.  1795; 
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leases  respectively,  and  his  successors^  during  the  term  or 
terms  not  exceeding  the  said  term  of  twenty-one  years;  and 
the  lessees  in  such  leases  respectively  executing  counterparts 
thereof^  and  thereby  covenanting  to  pay  such  rents  accord- 
ingly^ and  thereby  also  covenanting  to  keep  the  premises 
thereby  demised  in  good  and  tenantable  repair  during  the 
term^  and  to  leave  the  same  in  such  good  and  tenantable 
repair^  at  the  end  or  other  sooner  determination  of  the  term. 

And  the  11th  section  provided^  that  no  lease  of  the  said  pre* 
mises  thereafter  to  be  made  by  any  master  of  the  rolls^  other-* 
wise  than  according  to  the  power  thereby  given^  should  be 
binding  on  his  successors. 

A  later  act  (o)  empowered  the  master  of  the  rolls,  with  the 
consent  and  approbation  of  any  three  of  the  lords  com- 
missioners of  his  Majesty's  treasury  for  the  time  being, 
testified  by  their  being  parties  to  such  lease,  to  grant  to 
the  society  of  judges  and  Serjeants  at  law,  at  a  peppercorn 
rent,  a  lease,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  ninety-nine  years,  of 
such  part  of  the  roUs  estate  as  might  be  necessary  for  the 
erection  of  commodious  chambers  for  the  use  of  the  judges 
for  judicial  purposes,  together  with  convenient  avenues  and 
approaches  to  the  same  firom  Serjeants'-inn;  such  lease  never- 
theless to  contain  such  covenants,  provisoes,  and  restrictions, 
as  three  of  the  said  lords  commissioners  of  his  Majesty's 
treasury  for  the  time  being  should  order  and  direct.  In  pur- 
suance of  which,  a  lease  has  been  granted  of  part  of  the 
garden  belonging  to  the  mansion-house  to  the  society  of 
judges  and  Serjeants  at  law  for  a  term  of  ninety-nine  years, 
at  a  peppercorn  rent,  and  chambers  for  the  judges  have  been 
built  thereon. 

More  recently  {p),  however,  the  act  of  17  Geo.  8,  c.  59,  has 
been  repealed,  though  without  reviving  the  statute  of  Charles, 
or  disturbing  existing  leases;  and  the  rolls  estate  is  now  vested 
in  the  Queen,  as  part  of  the  possessions  and  land  revenues  of 
the  crown,  and  is  placed  within  the  ordering  and  survey  of 

(o)  6  &  7  W.  4.   c.  49.  (/))  1  Vict,  c  46. 
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the  court  of  Exchequer  in  England^  and  is  subject  to  the 
provisions^  powers^  and  authorities^  contained  in  the  acts  of 
10  Geo.  4.  c.  50^  and  2  W.  4.  c.  1^  and  to  all  such  other 
provisions^  powers,  and  authorities^  in  every  tespect,  as  the 
other  possessions  and  land  revenues  of  the  crown  within  the 
ordering  and  survey  of  the  said  court  of  Exchequer  are 
subject  to.  For  further  information  on  this  subject  the 
reader  is  referred  to  the  section  on  Crown  Leases  (q). 


X. — TVusiees  in  general, 

A  trustee  of  lands,  being  owner  of  the  legal  interest,  may 
grant  leases  at  law  which  cannot  be  impeached  so  long  as 
they  are  justified  by  the  quantity  of  his  estate  (r).  But  a 
party  taking  a  lease  from  a  trustee  with  notice  of  the  trust, 
and  without  the  concurrence  of  the  cestui  que  trust,  is  subject 
to  the  control  of  equity. 

No  specific  term  has  been  named  which  the  court  will 
deem  applicable  indiscriminately  to  all  cases.  It  appears 
that  the  trustee  may  do  what  is  reasonable  (s),  a  term  which 
renders  a  reference  to  the  circumstances  of  each  particular 
case  indispensable ;  for  what  may  be  reasonable  in  one  case 
may  be  very  unreasonable  in  another.  In  one  case(^),  where 
a  testator  devised  his  real  estates  to  trustees,  upon  trust,  out 
of  the  yearly  rents  and  profits,  to  pay  certain  annuities,  and, 
subject  thereto,  to  permit  W.  H.  N.  to  receive  the  rents  and 
profits  for  life,  and  after  his  decease  to  permit  his  wife  to 
receive  them  for  her  life,  with  limitations  over  in  favor  of 
their  children,  it  was  held  that  the  trustees  had  power  to 
demise  for  a  term  of  ten  years.  But  with  reference  to  a 
devise  to  A.  in  fee,  in  trust  for  his  infant  son,  to  be  conveyed 
to  him  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  and  without  imposing  terms 

(q)  Ante,  p.  186.  ($)  The  Attorney-General  v.  Owen, 

(r)  As  to  leases  by  cestni  que  trust,  10  Yes.  555.  560. 

see  ante,  p.  123 ;  by  trustees  of  cbari-  (t)  Naylor  v.  Amitt,  1  Buss.  &  Myl. 

tics,  post,  p.  347.  501. 
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upon  the  trustee  as  to  the  rent  or  the  length  or  terms  of  the 
lease^  Lord  Eldon  held,  that,  although  the  trustee  might  do 
what  was  reasonable,  he  certainly  could  not  alienate  the  land 
for  ninety-nine  years  at  a  stationary  rent  («). 

Whatever  may  be  the  term  for  which  the  lease  is  granted, 
the  burthen  of  proving  its  reasonableness  devolves  on  the 
trustee,  and  the  lessee  chdming  under  him  {x). 

If  trustees  be  possessed  of  renewable  leajseholds  upon  trust 
for  A.  for  life,  with  remainder  to  B,  for  life,  and  during  A/s 
life  they  imperfectly  exercise  a  power  of  leasing  vested  in 
them,  the  acceptance  by  B.  of  the  rent  for  nine  years  after 
his  succession  to  the  property  on  the  death  of  A.  will  not 
preclude  him  from  equitable  relief  against  the  lease,  unless 
he  be  fully  acquainted  with  the  imperfection  of  the  demise : 
but  if  he  be  conscious  of  the  lessee's  want  of  title,  and,  in 
consideration  of  his  continuing  tenant,  consent  to  leave  him 
undisturbed,  that  will  amount,  not  to  a  confirmation  of  the 
lease,  but  to  an  agreement  by  which  a  court  of  equity  will 
hold  him  (B.)  bound  for  life,  if  the  lease  continue  so  long  (y). 

If  leaseholds  be  bequeathed  on  trust  for  sale,  the  trustees 
cannot,  in  general,  enforce  a  specific  performance  against  a 
party  contracting  to  take  an  underlease,  their  trust  being 
primd  facie  inconsistent  with  the  granting  of  a  lease  (z).  If 
circumstances  exist  which  would  justify  a  departure  from  the 
trust,  the  court  cannot  take  them  into  consideration  unless 
the  cestuis  que  trust  be  parties  to  the  suit  (a). 

In  the  case  of  Jervoise  v,  Clarke  (d),  a  testator  directed  his 
estates  to  be  sold;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  master  to 
inquire  whether  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  parties 
interested  that  leases  of  mines  under  the  lands  should  be 
granted;  and  the  master  reported  that  it  would  be  bene- 
ficial.   The  Vice-Chancellor  doubted  at  first  the  propriety  of 


(«)  Attorney-General  v,  Owen,  10  Judgment  affirmed  on  appeal,  Jacob, 

Ves.  656.  660.  324. 

(x)  Ibid.  (z)  Evans  v.  Jackson,  8  Sim.  217. 

(y)  Bowes  v.  East  London  Water-  (a)  Ibid, 

works  Company,  3  Madd.  376 ;  S.  C.  (6)  Jervoise  v.  Clarke,  6  Madd.  96. 
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this  reference  and  report ;  but  ultimately  confirmed  it^  as  the 
leases  were  also  to  be  sold^  and  were  only  auxiliary  to  the 
sale  of  the  estate. 

The  result  is^  that  no  one  can  be  adyised  to  rely  on  a  lease 
by  a  trustee  without  the  concurrence  of  the  cestuis  que  trust, 
if  competent  to  join,  or  the  sanction  of  the  court  of  Chancery 
in  case  of  their  incompetency  (c).  Leases  by  cestui  que  trust 
have  been  noticed  in  another  place  {d). 

Trustees  for  ecclesiastical  and  eleemosynary  corporations 
are  by  the  acts  of  5  Vict.  sess.  2.  c.  27  (e),  and  5  &  6  Vict, 
c.  108  {/),  directed  to  concur  in  leases  made  by  their  cestuis 
que  trust.  For  the  particulars  the  reader  is  referred  to  an 
earlier  page  (^). 

XI. — TVtistees  of  Charities. 

The  improvident,  and  at  times  the  fraudulent,  transactions 
connected  with  leases  of  charity  estates  {h)  have  occasioned  a 
corresponding  vigilance  and  rigour  on  the  part  of  the  court  of 
Chancery  as  paramount  trustee  (i),  as  well  to  restrain  every 
unfEur  deviation  from  the  intention  of  the  founder  of  the 
charity,  as  to  relieve  the  parties  aggrieved  from  the  conse- 
quences of  a  partial  or  careless  administration  of  their  pro- 
perty :  nor  perhaps  is  the  control  of  equity,  in  the  wide  range 
of  its  jurisdiction,  more  imperiously  required,  or  more  saluta- 
rily exercised,  than  in  its  application  to  dealings  of  the  kind 
under  consideration. 

The  circumstances  calling  for  the  interposition  of  that 
court  are  necessarily  various,  and  admit  of  modification  ac- 
cording to  the  complexion  of  each  particular  case ;  but  the 


(c)  Ab  to  leaaes  by  infants,  see  ante,  (h)  Attomey-Gfeneral  v.  Green,  6 
p.  28 ;  by  idiots,  lunatics,  &c.,  ante,  Vee.  453.  Attorney-General  v.  Grif- 
p.  37.  fith,  13  Ves.  500.    Attorney-General 

(d)  Ante,  p.  123.  v.  Dixie,  13  Ves.  519.  530. 

(e)  Sect  13.  (i)  Attomey-Greneral  v.  Talbot,  cited, 
(/)  Sect.  28.  13  Ves.  571.  Berkhampstead  Free 
(g)  Loases  by  ecclesiastical  corpora-  School,  ex  parte,  2  Ves,  &  B.  134. 

tions,  ante,  pp.  266-7,  &  281.  14  Ves.  334.    3  Bla.  Com.  427. 
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usual  ground  upon  which  leases  of  charity  lands  are  sought 
to  be  annulled  is  the  inadequacy  of  the  consideration  given 
for,  or  of  the  rent  reserved  upon  them,  without  reference  to 
their  duration;  a  stronger  reason  for  complaint  of  course 
arising  when  unreasonable  length  is  added  to  the  other  cause 
of  impeachment.'  Length  of  enjoyment  under  the  demise, 
though  not  wholly  disregarded  by  the  court  (*),  does  not 
operate  as  a  bar  to  relief  (/). 

It  is  impossible  to  specify  any  exact  period  as  the  limit  to 
which  the  continuance  of  the  lease  must  be  confined ;  for  a 
multiplicity  of  collateral  mattes,  such  as  the  amount  of  rent, 
the  stipulated  expenditure  for  repairs  or  improvements,  the 
circumstance  of  a  fine  being  paid,  the  object  of  the  demise, 
whether  for  agricultural  or  building  purposes,  and  other 
similar  considerations,  must  be  duly  weighed,  before  a 
conclusion  respecting  its  reasonable  or  unreasonable  length 
can  be  safely  formed.  The  court  has,  therefore,  cautiously 
abstained  from  laying  down  any  precise  rule  as  to  the  extent 
of  the  term  which  it  will  warrant  (m). 

It  was  Lord  Eldon's  opinion  (n),  that  trustees  of  a  charity 
were  not  bound  to  look  with  more  providence  to  the  affairs 
of  the  charity  than  their  own ;  but  in  a  late  case  (o).  Lord 
Langdale  considered  that  much  more  was  expected  from 
trustees  acting  for  a  permanent  charity  than  could  be  ex- 
pected from  the  ordinary  prudence  of  a  man  in  dealings 
between  himself  and  other  persons ;  that  a  man  acting  for 
himself  might  indulge  his  own  caprices,  and  consider  what 
was  convenient  or  agreeable  to  himself,  as  well  as  what  was 
strictly  prudent,  and  his  prudential  motives  could  not  after- 
wards be  separated  from  the  others  which  might  have 
governed  him;  but  that  trustees  of  a  charity,  within  the 
limits  of  their  authority,  whatever  they  might  be,  should  be 

(il)  Attorney-General  v.  Hangerford,  Yes.  561.    Attorney-General  r.  Grofls, 

8  Bli.  New  Rep.  437  ;  S.  C.  2  CI.  Sl  8  Meriv.  530. 

Fin.  357.  (n)  Attorney-General  v,  Dixie,  13 

(l)  See  the  cases  in  this  Chapter,  Vos.  519.  534. 

pcutim.  (o)  Attorney-General    v.    Kerr,   2 

(m)  Attorney-General  v.  Owen,  10  Beav.  420.  428. 
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guided  only  by  a  desire  to  promote  the  lasting  interest  of  the 
charity.  And  more  recently  {p)  his  lordship  said^  that  there 
was  necessarily  a  great  difference  between  the  dealing  of  an 
individual  with  his  own  property^  and  the  dealing  of  a  trustee 
with  trust  property ;  and  that  the  trustee  was  not  permitted 
to  act  as  he  pleased^  or  upon  his  own  view  of  what  was  best^ 
but  that  he  was  so  to  act  as  to  be  always  prepared  to  show  to 
the  satisfaction  of  a  court  of  equity  that  he  had  acted  fairly 
and  prudently  in  the  admimstration  of  the  trusty  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  cestuis  que  trust. 

Whatever  may  be  the  principle  for  regulating  the  conduct 
of  the  trustees,  the  intervention  of  the  court  always  rests  on 
the  assumption  that  the  lessors  have  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
trust  in  makings  and  that  the  lessee  has  made  himself  acces- 
sary to  that  breach  of  trust  in  accepting,  such  lease  {q) :  thus, 
a  suspicion  of  mismanagement  attaches  itself  to  a  lease  for  a 
long  term  of  years  absolute,  at  a  stationaiy  rent ;  because  no 
man  of  a  reasonable  degree  of  providence  would  so  let  his 
own  estate  (r);  and,  therefore,  generally  speaking,  an  aliena- 
tion for  ninety-nine  years,  if  a  mere  husbandry  lease,  and 
without  adequate  consideration  (s),  or  a  lease  for  seventy 
years  or  more,  at  an  unvarying  rent  {i),  (the  value  of  such 
interests  being  but  little  inferior  to  the  value  of  the  inherit- 
ance (tt),)  and  no  other  consideration  than  the  rent  forming 
an  inducement  to  the  contract  (a?),  cannot  be  upheld:  and 
this  doctrine  is  fiilly  supported  by  analogy;   for  there  is 


(jp)  Attorney-General  v.  The  South 
Sea  Company,  4  Bear.  45^.  458. 

(q)  Attomey-Creneral  v.  Croes,  3 
Meriv.539.  Attorney-General  o.  Moses, 
2  Madd.  308. 

(r)  Attorney-General  v.  Cross,  3 
Meriy.  548.  And  see  Attorney-Gene- 
ral f.  Brooke,  18  Yes.  326. 

(«)  Attorney-General  v.  Owen,  10 
Yes.  555.  Attorney-General  v,  Mor- 
gan, 2  Robs.  306.  Attorney-General 
V,  Lord  Hotham,  1  Tom.  &  Ross. 209; 
S.  C,  affirmed  on  appeal,  3  Ross.  415. 
Attorney-General  v.  Pargeter,  6  Beav. 
150.    Attorney-General  v.  The  Cor- 


poration of  Cashel,  2  Con.  &  Law.  1 ; 
S.  C.  3  Dm.  &  War.  294.  And  see 
Attomey-Greneral  v.  East  India  Com- 
pany, 11  Sun.  380. 

(t)  Attomey-Greneral  v.  Griffith,  13 
Yes.  575.  Attomey-Greneral  v.  Back- 
house,  17  Yes.  290-1.  Attorney-Ge- 
neral V,  Warren,  2  Swanst  304  ;  S.  C. 
1  Wils.  Ch.  Ca.  387.  Attorney-Gene- 
ral V.  Foord,  6  Beav.  288. 

(«)  Ibid,  and  6  Yes.  452,  and  10 
Yes.  560. 

(x)  Attomey-Greneral  o.  Griffith,  13 
Yes.  575. 
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no  instance  of  a  power  in  a  marriage  settlement  to  lease  for 
ninety-nine  years,  except  with  reference  to  very  particniar 
eircumstances.  The  ordinary  husbandry  lease  is  for  twenty- 
one  years.  Building  leases  are  sometimes  made  under  a 
settlement  for  sixty  or  ninety  years,  but  not  for  the  same 
rent  during  the  whole  time.  There  is  no  rent  for  the  first 
two  or  three  years,  until  the  buildings  are  covered,  and  then 
they  are  at  a  rent,  generally  not  increasing  to  the  end  of  the 
lease,  but  increasing.  So,  upon  a  devise  to  one  in  fee,  in 
trust  for  an  infant  son,  to  be  conveyed  to  him  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  no  terms  being  imposed  upon  the  trustee  as  to 
the  rent  or  the  length  or  terms  of  the  lease,  the  court  would 
say  that  the  trustee  might  do  what  was  reasonable;  but  it 
would  be  monstrous  to  hold  that  he  could  alienate  the  land 
for  ninety-nine  years  at  a  stationary  rent  (y). 

A  fortiori,  a  term  of  999  years  is  too  extravagant  to  be 
countenanced,  although  there  be  a  stipulation  for  expending 
money  upon  buildings,  if  that  expenditure  be  commensurate 
only  with  a  term  of  ninety-nine  years  (z).  A  case  of  this  kind 
has  occurred.  In  1715,  a  charity  estate,  then  let  at  31/.  a 
year,  having  upon  it  some  buildings  in  a  very  dilapidated 
condition,  was  demised  by  the  trustees  to  the  grandfather  of 
the  defendant,  for  the  term  of  999  years,  in  consideration  of 
an  additional  rent  of  4/.  a  year,  and  the  sum  of  500/.  at  least 
to  be  laid  out  in  repairs.  The  annual  value  when  the  informa- 
tion was  filed  amounted  to  between  90/.  and  100/.  The  lease 
was  ordered  to  be  cancelled,  and  an  account  of  the  rents  and 
profits  from  the  decease  of  the  late  vicar  (a)  directed ;  the 
court  deeming  it  impossible  that  a  person  taking  in  good 
fEuth  would  take  such  a  lease;  and  declaring,  that  it  was 
necessary  in  these  cases,  upon  a  general  principle,  to  hold  a 
strict  hand  over  the  lessees;  for  where  trustees  made  a  lease 

(y)  Attomey-General  v.  Owen,  10  180-9.    And  see  Attorney-Genenl  «. 

Yes.  560.  ElfiaoD,  4  Son.  238. 

(z)  Attomey-Grenenl   v.  Green,  6  (a)  Whai  charaeter  the  late  Ticar 

Yes.  452.    Attorney-General  v.  Back-  represented  la  not  disclosed  by  the 

house,  17  Yes.  291.    Attomey-General  report 
V.  Ladyman,  1  C.  P.  Coop.  Ca.  in  Ch. 
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to  the  destruction  of  the  charity  estate,  it  went  on  undis- 
covered  for  a  vast  while:  but,  on  the  defendant  assenting  to 
the  arrangement,  the  decree  was  made  without  costs  (i). 

A  lease  of  lands  in  England  with  a  covenant  for  perpetual 
renewal  falls  within  the  same  principle.  Lord  Thurlow 
frequently  said  {c),  though  he  never  got  so  far  in  judg- 
ment (d),  that  such  a  contract  should  never  have  been  per- 
formed between  man  and  man;  but  that  trustees  of  a  charity 
estate  could  part  with  that  estate  for  ever,  for  a  consideration 
not  shown  to  be  an  equivalent  for  the  inheritance,  was  a 
proposition  generally  not  to  be  endured  in  the  court  of 
Chancery  {e). 

In  an  early  case  (/),  indeed,  a  decree  was  made  for  a  per- 
petual renewal  of  a  lease  for  ninety-nine  years,  determinable' 
on  three  lives,  in  consequence  of  the  defendant's  great  grand- 
father having  been  at  a  great  expense  in  recovering  the  lands 
belonging  to  the  school  at  Wootton  Underhedge,  which  had 
got  into  the  hands  of  patentees  as  concealed  lands ;  but  the 
dedsion  has  not  received  universal  approbation ;  its  propriety 
having  been  canvassed  first  by  Sir  Wm.  Grant,  M.  IL,  and 
afterwards  by  Sir  Thomas  Plumer,  M.  R.  "I  do  not  inquire,^' 
said  the  former  (ff),  "  by  what  authority  Lord  Coventry  gave 
to  an  individual  so  large  an  interest  in  the  charity  estate. 
To  the  Great  Seal,  as  superintending  all  property  destined  to 
charitable  uses,  powers  might  be  supposed  to  belong  beyond 
those  which  it  would  be  competent  for  me,  sitting  in  a  mere 
judicial  capacity,  to  exercise." — ^And  Sir  Thomas  Plumer 
declared  {h)  that  the  court,  in  the  case  in  question,  had  sanc- 
tioned alienation  under  a  principle  which  it  would  then  be  a 


(b)  Attomey-Genernl  V.  Green,  sap. 

(c)  Tritton  v,  Foote,  2  Bro.  C.  C. 
636 ;  S.  C.  2  Cox,  174.  Rees  v.  Lord 
Dacre,  cited,  9  Yes.  332 ;  but  more 
folly  set  out  in  3  Hargr.  Jurisc.  Exer. 
206-7.  237 ;  and  1  Hargr.  Jurid.  Arg. 
438,  under  the  name  of  Reeoe  v.  Lord 
Dacre. 

{d)  Per  Lord  Eldon,  9  Yes.  330. 
(e)  Attorney-General  v,  Brooke,  18 


Yes.  326.  See  also  Gozna  v.  The  Al- 
derman and  Burgesses  of  Grantham, 
3  Russ.  261 ;  and  Lydiatt  v.  Foach,  2 
Yem.  410. 

(/)  Attorney-General  v.  Smith,  2 
Yem.  746. 

(g)  Watson  v.  The  Master  &e,  of 
Hemsworth  Hospital,  14  Yes.  333-4. 

{h)  Attorney-General  v.  Warren,  2 
Swanst  303. 
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little  difficult  to  recognize.  These  remarks  and  the  observa- 
tions of  Lord  Eldon  (t)  render  it  very  improbable  that  such 
a  claim  could  now  be  maintained^  unless  the  party  seeking 
the  renewal  could  advance  an  extremely  strong  case  in  his 
favor. 

Stilly  if^  in  consideration  of  extensive  improvements  made 
by  the  lessees^  the  lease  contain  a  covenant  for  nine  renewals 
at  the  end  of  every  seven  years^  the  court  will  not  disturb  it^ 
in  case  the  remaining  renewals  will  amount  to  no  more  than 
a  reasonable  satisfaction  and  recompense  to  the  lessee  for  his 
expenditure.  In  such  a  case,  a  reference  would  be  directed 
to  the  Master  to  inquire  what  lasting  improvements  had  been 
made,  and  money  laid  out,  and  how  much  the  annual  value 
of  the  charity  had  been  increased  by  the  lessee;  and  to  inquire 
what  was  the  ju^t  and  real  value  of  the  lease  when  first  granted 
to  be  then  purchased,  consideration  being  had  to  the  contin- 
uance of  renewals ;  and  then  when  this  was  stated,  it  would 
appear  whether  the  lessee  had  had  sufficient  satisfaction  or 
not;  for  the  court  would  take  care  that  he  had  justice  done 
him  {k). 

But  in  a  case  which  occurred  in  Ireland  (/),  where,  in  1710, 
the  trustees  of  a  charity,  in  consideration  of  a  fine  of  SOO/., 
and  an  annual  rent  of  100/.,  made  a  lease  for  lives,  with  a 
covenant  for  perpetual  renewal,  on  payment  of  a  fine  of  25/. 
on  the  fall  of  each  life,  which  was  accordingly  renewed  in 
1782,  the  court  of  Chancery  in  Ireland,  and  afterwards  the 
House  of  Lords  in  England,  having  regard  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  times,  and  the  usual  practice  of  leasing  at  that 
time,  and  in  that  country,  refused  to  set  aside  the  transaction 
on  the  ground  of  improvidence  and  breach  of  trust. 

It  must  not,  however,  be  received  as  an  inflexible  rule,  that 
in  no  case  whatever  can  trustees  of  estates  devoted  to  charita- 
ble purposes  grant  leases  for  long  terms,  or  even  absolutely 


(t)  In  Attorney-General  v.  Brooke,  Charit.  Usee,  268,  Bridgm.  edit 

18  Yes.  326.  (/)  Attorney-General  v.  Hungerford, 

(k)  Attomey-Genend  v,  Baliol  Col-  B  Bli.  New  Rep.  437  ;  S.  C.  2  a.  & 

lege  Oxford,  9  Mod.  407 ;  S.  C.  Duke's  Fin.  357. 
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alien  the  trust  property  (m),  Circumstances  may  justify  a 
departure  from  the  ordinary  course ;  and,  accordingly,  in  a 
very  recent  case  {n),  the  Master  of  the  Bolls  refused  to  set 
aside  a  lease  granted  to  the  South  Sea  Company  for  999  years, 
at  a  fixed  rent  of  45/.,  as  the  transaction  appeared  to  be  fair 
and  beneficial  to  the  charity  at  the  time,  the  property  let 
consisting  of  dilapidated  buildings  in  an  obscure  part  of  the 
city,  yielding  an  uncertain  and  inconsiderable  rental,  and  the 
company  having  erected  part  of  the  South  Sea  house  and 
other  valuable  buildings  on  the  site. 

But  with  so  much  jealousy  does  the  court  regard  these 
transactions,  that  it  imposes  upon  those  dealiiig  for  and  with 
the  estate  the  burthen  of  proving  the  lease  to  be  a  reasonable 
one,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity.  This  has  often 
been  decided  (o) ;  and  Lord  Eldon,  enforcing  the  doctrine 
laid  down  in  the  Attorney-General  v.  Owen,  with  great 
emphasis  repeated  that  very  general  proposition  as  his  judicial 
opinion  (/>); 

The  late  case  of  the  Attomey-Greneral  v.  Kerr  {q)  furnishes 
an  illustration  of  these  remarks.  In  the  year  1745,  the  cor- 
poration of  Northampton  granted  a  lease  of  certain  property 
of  which  they  were  trustees  for  a  charity,  for  a  term  of 
twenty-one  years,  at  a  rent  of  8/.  In  1763,  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  former  lease,  they  granted  a  reversionary  lease 
to  the  same  lessee  for  twenty-one  years,  commencing  from 
1766,  at  a  rent  of  8/.,  and  a  fine  erf  2bL  In  1769,  they 
granted  to  the  lessee  another  reversionary  lease  for  sixty 
years,  to  commence  in  1787,  at  a  rent  of  9/.,  the  lessee  cove- 
nanting to  take  down  the  then  existing  messuage,  and  to 
build  one  or  more  dwelling-houses,  and  to  keep  them  iii 


(m)  Attorney-General  v.  Warren,  2  fitb,  18  YeB.  575.    Attorney-General 

Swanst  303 ;  S.  C.  1  Wils.  Ch.  Ca.  v.  South  Sea  Company,  4  Beav.  453. 

387.  Attorney-General  v,  Hongerford,  (p)  Attomey-Greneral tr.  Brooke,  18 

Bup.  Yes.  326. 

(n)  Attorney-General  v.  The  South  (q)  Attorney-General   v.    Kerr,   2 

Sea  Company,  4  Beav.  453.  Beav.  420 ;  and  4  Beav.  297,  as  to 

(o)  Attomey-Greneral  v.  Owen,  10  costs. 
Yea.  560.    Attorney-General  v,  Grif- 
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repair.  On  10th  of  December,  1784,  Dr.  Kerr  became  the 
purchaser  of  the  residues  of  the  terms  created  in  1763 
and  1769 ;  and,  on  the  18th  of  that  month,  the  corporation 
granted  him  a  further  reversionary  lease  for  thirty-nine  years, 
to  commence  at  Michaehnas,  1847,  at  a  rent  of  18/.;  and  Kerr 
covenanted  to  lay  out  500Z.  in  building  one  or  more  messuages, 
with  convenient  out-offices,  on  the  premises;  and  that,  in  case 
he  should  take  down  the  buildings  then  being  thereon,  he 
would  expend  1000/.  in  buildings,  and  keep  them  in  repair. 
At  the  time  of  granting  this  lease  there  was  a  term  of  sixty- 
two  years  and  three-quarters  unexpired  of  the  old  leases,  which 
being  added  to  the  new  reversionary  term  of  thirty-nine 
years  made  a  period  of  101  years  and  three-quarters.  Dr. 
Kerr  then  laid  out  considerable  sums  on  the  property,  and  by 
indenture,  reciting  that  he  had  laid  out  more  than  500/.,  and 
that  the  corporation  were  convinced  that  it  was  for  the  benefit 
of  the  charity,  they,  in  consideration  of  the  surrender  of  the 
two  last  leases,  and  of  the  fee-farm  rent  reserved,  conveyed 
the  property  absolutely  to  Dr.  Kerr,  subject  to  a  clear  yearly 
fee-farm  rent  of  12/.,  and  a  fine  of  10*.  at  the  end  of  twenty- 
one  years  for  ever^  The  Master  of  the  Bolls  considered  that 
it  would  be  utterly  irreconcileable  with  every  principle  on 
which  property  could  be  advantageously  dealt  with  to  allow 
the  transaction  to  stand,  either  as  regarded  the  conveyance 
of  the  fee,  or  the  grant  of  the  reversionary  lease  of  1784;  but 
refused  to  disturb  the  lease  of  1769,  not  being  satisfied  that 
it  was  an  imprudent  transaction  on  the  part  of  the  cor- 
poration :  and  his  lordship  directed  an  inquiry  to  ascertain 
whether  Dr.  Kerr's  expenditure  had  been  incurred  with  re- 
ference only  to  the  enjoyment  under  the  lease  of  1769,  or  in 
consequence  of  the  extension  of  the  term  in  1784,  deeming  it 
equitable,  in  the  latter  case,  that  some  compensation  should 
be  made  to  him  in  that  respect.  But  ornamental  expenditure 
was  not  to  be  allowed. 

It  is  not  enough  to  say  that  the  mode  of  letting  is  not  the 
best  that  might  be  prescribed,  because,  on  such  a  point,  there 
may  be  a  great  difference  of  opinion  among  the  most  ex- 
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perienoed;  but  it  must  be  shown  that  the  mode  is  so  positively 
bad  that  no  persons  meaning  fairly  to  discharge  their  trust 
would  have  resorted  to  it  (r) ;  and  the  question^  therefore,  is, 
whether,  under  all  the  circumstances,  the  alienation  was  a 
breach  of  trust,  or  whether  the  contract  was  not  for  the 
benefit  of  the  charity  («).  Upon  this  groimd,  the  court  on  a 
late  occasion  {t)  refiised  to  avoid  a  reversionary  lease  for 
ninety-nine  years  determinable  on  two  lives.  The  facts  (in 
an  abridged  shape)  were  as  follow : — ^Nicholas  Spicer,  then 
late  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Exeter,  on  the  3rd  of 
March,  1609,  enfeoffed  Jordaine  and  Crossinge,  and  six  others 
(deceased),  in  fee,  of  certain  hereditaments,  among  other  pur- 
poses, upon  certain  charitable  trusts;  and  on  the  20th  of 
August,  1689,  Jordaine  and  Crossinge  granted  and  enfeoffed 
unto  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty,  of  the  said  city,  all 
the  said  premises,  upon  the  same  trusts.  It  appeared  that 
the  mayor,  &c.,  on  the  2nd  of  June,  1772,  in  consideration  of 
630Z.,  demised  to  one  Edward  Cross  a  certain  messuage  and 
premises,  called  Slow-lake,  comprising  the  principal  part  of 
the  charity  estates^  for  ninety-nine  years,  if  the  said  Edward 
Cross,  then  aged  twenty-two,  and  Betty  his  wife,  then  aged 
twenty-nine,  or  either  of  them,  should  so  long  live,  to  com- 
mence immediately  after  the  surrender  or  other  sooner  deter- 
mination of  a  former  lease  made  in  1727,  determinable  on  the 
life  of  a  person  then  in  existence,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  20/. : 
and  that,  by  another  indenture,  dated  the  24th  of  November^ 
1801,  the  mayor,  &c.,  in  consideration  of  1050/.,  demised 
to  the  said  Edward  Cross  the  same  premises  for  the  term  of 
ninety-nine  years,  if  John  Cross,  then  aged  twenty-six,  and 
Sarah  Cross,  then  aged  sixteen,  or  either  of  them,  should  so 
long  live,  to  commence  on  the  death  of  the  said  Edward 
Cross,  or  the  surrender  or  other  sooner  determination  of  the 
lease  of  1772,  at  the  like  yearly  rent  of  20/.     Similar  leases 

(r)  Attoniey-General   v.  Crom,    3  («)  Attorney-General  v.  Warren,  2 

Meriv.  524.  Attomey-General  v.  Hun-  Swanst.  303;  S.  C.  1  Wils.  Ch.  Ca.  387. 

gerford,  8  Bli.  New  Riep.  487.  46 1 ;  S.  C.  (0  Attorney-General  v.  Cross,  sup. 
2  a.  &  Fin.  379. 
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had  been  from  time  to  time  granted^  and  were  then  in  exist- 
ence^ of  other  smaller  parts  of  the  charity  estates.  And 
it  appeared  that  Nicholas  Spicer^  the  feoffor,  had  in  his  life- 
time granted  leases  of  the  charity  estates  for  lives  at  small 
rents;  and  that,  since  his  death,  the  feoffees  of  the  said 
estates  had  &om  time  to  time  granted  leases  thereof  for  lives 
at  small  rents,  reserving  fines.  And  it  further  appeared  by 
the  answer  that  the  defendants  and  their  predecessors  had 
from  time  to  time  let  the  charity  estates  in  such  manner  as 
seemed  to  them  likely  to  be  most  productive  j  and  that  the  ordi- 
nary and  accustomed  practice  with  respect  to  letting  of  lands 
in  the  county  of  Devon  had  thitherto  been  to  grant  leases  for 
ninety-nine  years>  or  other  long  terms,  determinable  on  three 
lives,  in  consideration  of  fines,  and  reserving  only  a  small 
rent ;  which  mode  of  letting  had  usually  been  adopted,  not 
only  with  respect  to  houses  and  buildings,  but  generally  with 
respect  to  lands  let  for  the  purpose  of  husbandry  only;  and  that, 
upon  the  dropping  of  one  or  two  of  the  lives  named  in  such 
leases,  it  was  usual  to  grant  a  fresh  lease  for  another  long 
term  of  years  in  reversion,  or  upon  the  surrender  of  the  then 
existing  lease.  The  information,  which  prayed  that  the  lease 
might  be  decreed  void,  and  the  indenture  delivered  up  and 
cancelled,  was  finally  dismissed;  the  Master  of  the  RoUs  (Sir 
Wm.  Grant)  declaring,  that  though  the  expediency  of  letting 
charity  estates  in  this  maimer  might  be  more  or  less  question- 
able according  to  the  nature  of  the  charity,  and  the  circum- 
stances and  situation  of  the  estate,  yet  he  was  not  aware  of 
any  principle  or  authority  on  which  it  could  be  held  that  such 
a  lease  was,  on  the  very  face  of  it,  an  abuse  of  trust.  ''The 
legislature^^  (continued  his  honor)  ''has,  both  in  enabling 
and  disabling  statutes,  considered  leases  for  three  lives  as  on  a 
footing  with  leases  for  twenty-one  years  absolute.  So  have 
many  founders  of  charities  who  prohibited  the  letting  on 
leases  for  more  than  three  lives  or  twenty-one  years.  It  would 
be  a  strong  thing  to  say  that  in  such  case  a  lease  for  three 
lives  would  be  void.  Supposing,  however,  that,  where  charity 
estates  had  usually  been  let  for  twenty-one  years,  it  would 
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be  considered  as  improper  to  substitute  a  letting  for  lives^  it 
does  not  follow  that  we  can  impute  abuse  to  a  mere  adherence 
to  the  ancient  and  uniform  mode  of  letting^  especially  when 
it  is  a  mode  usual  in  the  district  in  which  the  estates  are 
situated '^  (tt).  The  information^  however,  was  dismissed 
without  costs, 

As  in  some  cases  it  may  be  expedient  to  take  fines,  and  in 
others  to  let  at  the  best  annual  rent  {as),  a  lease  is  not 
impeachable  merely  on  the  ground  of  a  fine  having  beeu 
taken  (y).  In  a  recent  case  {z),  where  the  mode  of  letting  had 
not  been  altered  for  more  than  200  years,  the  court,  on  the 
authority  of  the  Attomey-Gteneral  v.  Cross  (a),  refused  tp 
disturb  leases  that  had  been  granted  for  lives,  at  a  fine,  or  to 
declare  that  future  leases  should  not  be  granted  except  at  thje 
actual  improved  value  thereof  without;  fine  or  foregift.  Ip 
this  case  the  information  was  dismissed  with  costs. 

It  may  be  stated  as  a  general  rule,  that  the  court  will  not 
rescind  a  transaction  which  was  perfectly  fair  at  the  time,  on 
the  ground  of  the  property  demised  having  become  mor^ 
valuable  &om  adventitious  circumstances  (i). 

It  will  be  observed,  that,  in  the  preceding  cases,  the  trustee^ 
were  guided  solely  by  their  own  discretion  with  regard  to  th^ 
duration  of  their  demises :  but  where  the  founder  of  a  charity 
prescribes  a  definite  time  as  the  utmost  limit  of  leases  to  be 
granted  by  his  trustees,  they  cannot  exceed  the  terms  of  their 
power  (c),  either  by  direct  or  indirect  means  (rf) ;  nor  has  the 


(tt)  See  also  Attomey-Greneral  v. 
Price,  3  Atk.  109.  110.  Attorney- 
General  V.  Warren,  2  Swanst.  303; 
S.  C.  1  Wils.  Ch.  Ca.  387.  And  Attor- 
ney-General V.  Hungerford,  8  Bli.  New 
Rep.  437;  S.  G.  2  Cl.  &  Fin.  357. 

(x)  Attorney-General  v,  Croea,  3 
Meriv.  540. 

(y)  Ibid.  And  see  Attomey-Greneral 
V.  Price,  3  Atk.  110. 

(z)  Attomey-Greneral  v.  Crook,  1 
Keen,  121. 

(a)  Sup. 

(b)  Attorney-General  v.  Pembroke 
Hall,  2  Sim.  &  Stu.  441 ;  S.  C,  affirmed 


on  appeal,  1  Ross.  &  Myl.  751.  At- 
tomey^General  v.  Hungerford,  8  Bli. 
New  Rep.  437 ;  S.  C.  2  CI.  &  Fin.  357. 

(c)  Attorney-General  v.  Griffith,  1 3 
Yes.  565.  576.  Watson  v.  Hinsworth 
Hospital,  2  Vem.  596;  S.  G.  1  £q.  Ca. 
Ab.  100.  pi.  8.  Watson  v.  The  Master 
Slc,  of  Hemsworth  Hospital,  14  Yes. 
324.  333. 

(d)  Lydiatt  v.  Foach,  2  Yera.  410. 
Taylor  v.  Dulwich  Hospital,  1  P.  Wms. 
655;  S.  C.  2  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  198.  pi.  2. 
Attorney-General  v.  The  Mastor  of 
Hemsworth  Hospital,  14  Yes.  333. 
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court  jurisdiction  to  order  leases  for  a  more  extensive  term. 
In  a  modem  case  (e),  the  then  late  Vice-chancellor  (/)  had 
directed  a  reference  to  inquire  whether  leases  for  ninety-nine 
years  would  not  be  more  beneficial  to  the  charity  than  leases 
for  twenty-one  years,  the  latter  being  the  period  specified  by 
the  founder;  and,  on  the  Master's  reporting  in  the  aflBrmative, 
the  succeeding  Vice-Chancellor  (ff)  confirmed  that  report,  as 
the  order  for  reference  had  been  made  by  the  judge  who  pre- 
ceded him;  ^'but  (said  he)  I  would  not  take  such  a  lease 
under  the  order  of  this  or  any  other  court  of  equity.  There 
must  be  an  act  of  parliament  to  render  legal  such  deviation 
from  the  founder's  intention." 

But  it  appears  that  the  court  has  authority  to  control  a 
power,  conferred  by  the  founder,  of  leasing  for  three  Uves  or 
thirty-one  years,  if  it  should  appear  for  the  benefit  of  the 
charity  not  to  act  upon  that  power  (A). 

Undervalue,  if  considerable,  is  also  a  ground  for  the  court's 
intervention  (t) ;  and  where  that  can  be  proved  the  short 
duration  of  the  term  is  deemed  immaterial. .  Nor  is  it  impor- 
tant whether  the  lessors  be  mere  trustees,  or  possess  also  a 
beneficial  interest  in  the  charity  estate;  such  leases  are  not  to 
be  encouraged  under  any  circumstances,  as  the  trustees  are 
guilty  of  a  dereUction  of  their  duty,  and  the  lessees  get  the 
land  at  an  inadequate  rent  {k). 

But  to  justify  the  subversion  of  a  lease  on  the  score  of 
insufficient  consideration,  it  must  be  an  under-value  satisfac- 
torily proved,  and  considerable  in  amotmt.  It  is  not  enough 
to  show  that  a  little  more  might  have  been  got  for  the  estate 
than  has  actually  been  reserved  (/).     Nor  is  the  circumstance 


(e)  Attorney-General  v.  Biayor  of 
Rochester,  2  Sim.  34  ;  and  see  Attor- 
ney-General V.  Warren,  2  Swaost. 
302-3. 

(/)  Sir  John  Leach. 

(g)  Sir  Anthony  Hart. 

(A)  Berkhampetead  Free  School,  Ex 
parte,  2  Yes.  &  B.  138.  And  see 
Wataon  v.  Hinsworth  Hospital,  2  Vem. 
596;  S.  C.  1  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  100.  pL  8. 


(0  Reresby  v.  Farrer,  2  Vem.  414. 
1  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  100.  pL  7.  East  v. 
Ryal,  2  P.  Wms.  284 ;  S.  C,  nom. 
Pngh  V.  Ryal,  SeL  Ca.  in  Ch.  40;  2  Eq. 
Ca.  Ab.  199.  pi.  6.  Attorney-General 
V,  Lord  Grower,  or  Grore,  9  Mod.  224  ; 
S.  C.  Barnard.  Ch.  Rep.  145. 152.  At- 
torney-General V,  Wilson,  18  Yes.  518. 

(it)  Attorney-General  v.  Wilson,  sup. 

(0  Attorney-General    t*.    CrooB,    3 
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of  an  underlease  being  granted  at  a  large  premium^  and  a 
higher  rent  than  that  paid  by  the  original  lessee,  of  itself 
conclusive  evidence  of  undeivalue  (m) ;  for  an  important  part 
of  the  increase  may  be  ascribed,  not  to  the  intrinsic  value, 
but  the  good-will  established,  as  in  the  case  of  the  property 
consisting  of  a  public-house,  and  to  the  money  laid  out  in 
repairs  by  the  lessee.  In  the  case  last  cited  (n),  the  master 
was  directed  to  inquire,  whether  the  rent  reserved  by  the 
lessors  was  fair  and  adequate ;  and,  in  considering  the  value 
of  the  premium  received  for  the  underlease,  to  distinguish 
how  much  resulted  from  the  good-will  and  the  repairs,  and 
how  much  from  the  value  of  the  lease  above  the  rent  reserved 
by  the  lessors. 

Nor  does  it  follow  that  a  tenant  who  has  got  a  lease  of  a 
charity  estate  at  too  low  a  rent  with  reference  to  the  actual 
value,  is  of  necessity  to  be  turned  out,  if  it  appear  that  he 
himself  has  acted  fairly  and  honestly  (o).  The  only  ground 
for  so  dealing  with  him  would  be  some  evidence  or  presump- 
tion of  collusion  or  corruption  of  motive.  The  circumstance 
of  the  tenant  being  a  relation  of  the  trustee  furnishes  a  ground 
of  suspicion  {p) ;  but  if  the  trustee,  or  one  of  the  governors  of 
the  charity,  be  himself  the  tenant,  though  nothing  wrong  in 
a  moral  point  of  view  can  be  imputable  to  him,  or  the  other 
governors,  yet,  according  to  the  general  rule  adopted  in  equity 
for  the  purpose  of  guarding  against  possible  fraud,  the  court 
wit]  not  allow  him  to  remain  lessee  of  the  lands,  which,  as 
trustee  or  governor,  it  was  his  duty  to  let  at  the  greatest 
possible  advantage  {q).  It  ought,  however,  to  be  remembered, 
that  the  case  of  a  charity  estate  is  one  in  which,  of  all  others, 
the  security  of  the  rent  is  the  first  object  to  be  regarded ; 


Meriv.  54 1 .  Attomey-Greneral  v.  Hun- 
gerford,  8  Bli.  New  Rep.  437.  461; 
S.  C.  2  CL  &  Fin.  357. 

(m)  Attorney-General  v.  Crose,  sup. 
Attorney-General  v.  Magwood,  18  Ves. 
315. 

(n)  Attomey-Grcneral  v.  Magwood, 
sup. 

(o)  Ex  parte  Skinner;  in  tlic  matter 


of  the  Lawford  Charity,  2  Meriv.  453. 
457;  S.  C.  1  Wila.  Ch.  Ca.  14.  At- 
torney-General V.  Hungerford,  sup. 

(p)  Ex  parte  Skinner;  in  the  mat- 
ter of  the  Lawford  Charity,  2  Meriv. 
457;  S.  C.  1  WOs.  Ch.  Ca.  14. 

(q)  Attorney-General  v.  Dixie,  13 
Vcs.  51 9. 531 .  534.  Attorney-General 
r.  Eai'l  of  Clarendon,  17  Ves.  500. 
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and,  therefore,  in  such  cases,  the  inadequacy  of  the  rent  is 
less  a  badge  of  fraud  than  it  would  be  in  ahnost  any  other 
instance  (r). 

The  discovery  of  the  fact  of  undervalue,  depending,  as  it 
necessarily  must,  on  numerous  relative  drcumstanoes,  and 
involved  in  obscurity  in  proportion  to  the  remoteness  of  the 
transaction,  is  occasionally  surrounded  by  difficulties  of  the 
most  perplexing  character.  From  the  conflicting  nature  of 
the  evidence  adduced,  it  is  sometimes  next  to  impossible  to 
elicit  any  data,  or  establish  any  position,  as  a  safe  or  satisfac- 
tory guide  to  the  judgment.  Surveyors  very  sddom  concur 
in  opinion  {s).  In  one  case  (/),  for  instance,  a  messuage  was 
estimated  by  different  witnesses  to  be  of  the  annual  value  of 
65/.,  50/*,  and  30/,  But  in  one  of  later  decision  (ft),  the  differ- 
ence was  rather  more  startling.  Witnesses  were  examined 
on  both  sides,  and  a  good  deal  of  contradictory  evidence  pro- 
duced, as  to  the  value  of  the  estate  at  the  respective  times  of 
granting  certain  leases  in  1772, 1801,  and  1814,  and  filing 
the  original  information,  and  the  proportion  of  the  several 
fines  paid  and  of  the  rent  reserved  to  such  annual  value. 
The  same,  according  to  the  witnesses  for  the  plaintiff,  was 
made  to  amount  in  1772  to  80/.,  in  1801  to  180/.,  and  in  1814 
to  230/.,  exclusive  of  outgoings ;  while  the  witnesses  for  the 
defendants  differed  in  their  opinions  as  to  value,  making  it 
from  40/.  to  65/.  at  the  first,  from  106/.  to  150/.  at  the  second, 
and  from  100/.  to  130/.  at  the  third,  of  the  above  periods. 
These  examples  furnish  additional  and  painful  proof,  if  addi- 
tional proof  be  wanting,  of  the  uncertainty  and  insecurity  of 
human  testimony. 

When,  however,  these  differences  occur,  the  testimony  of 
witnesses  who  have  never  had  occasion  to  survey  the  premises 
with  a  view  to  a  correct  estimate  of  their  value^  but  who,  upon 
a  loose  recollection  of  the  several  circumstances  that  entered 


(r)  Ex  parte  Skimier ;  in  the  matter  18  Yes.  317. 

of  the  Lawford  Charity^  sap.  («)  Attorney-General  v,  Croea,    5 

(«)  10  Yes.  560.  Meriv.  535. 
(0  Attorney-General  v.  Magwood, 
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into  their  computation  at  a  distant  period^  offer  opinions  as 
to  their  value  at  that  period,  cannot  be  put  into  any  degree 
of  competition  with  the  evidence  of  persons  who  made  a 
survey  for  that  express  purpose  at  the  granting  of  the  lease, 
particularly  where  neither  the  skill  nor  integrity  of  the  sur- 
veyor can  be  impeached,  nor  improper  motives  for  under- 
valuing the  land  imputed  to  him  (a?).  These  considerations 
>3uggest  the  policy  of  having  the  estate  valued  by  a  surveyor 
of  skill  and  reputation  previously  to  a  lease  being  granted. 

In  administering  relief,  the  mode  may  differ  with  the 
peculiarities  of  the  case ;  but  where  the  lease  has  been  granted 
for  an  unreasonable  term,  the  court  usually  decrees  its  can- 
cellation (y) ;  if  inadequate  consideration  form  a  ground  of 
complaint,  the  payment  of  an  additional  rent,  generally  com- 
puted from  the  filing  of  the  information,  or  previous  demand 
by  the  relators  {z),  is  decreed  against  the  lessee  (a).  But,  as 
equity  cannot  relieve  without  being  acquainted  with  the  terms 
of  the  original  contract,  in  cases  of  uncertainty,  inhere,  for 
example,  the  surrender  of  a  former  lease  formed  part  of  the 
consideration,  an  inquiry  will  be  directed  to  ascertain  whether 
the  lease  were  reasonable  at  first,  regard  being  had  to  the 
rent  reserved,  the  money  expended  in  building,  or  otherwise, 
and  the  duration  of  the  term  {b). 

A  specific  prayer  for  an  account  of  the  rent  is  not  requisite. 
The  rule  in  cases  of  charity  is  almost  universal,  that  the  gen- 
eral prayer  is  sufficient ;  and  the  relief  will  be  adapted  to  the 
case  (c),  even  although  the  information  prays  wroug  relief  (^). 


(x)  Attorney-General  v.  Cross,  3 
Meriv.  542. 

(y)  Yenrel  Poor  v.  Sutton,  Duke's 
Charit  Uses,  43»  Bridgm.  edit  628. 
Attorney-General  v.  Green,  6  Yes.  452. 
Attomey-Greneral  v.  Owen,  10  Yes. 
555.  Attorney-General  v.  Griffith,  13 
Yes.  565.  569.  Attomey-Greneral  v. 
Hotham,  1  Turn.  &  Ross.  209 ;  S.  C, 
affirmed  on  appeal,  3  Russ.  415. 

(z)  Attorney-General  v.  Green,  sup. 
Attorney-General  v.  Owen,  sup.  At- 
tomey-G^ieral  v.  Griffith,  sup. 

(a)  Ibid.    Yervel  Poor  v.  Sutton, 


sup.  Eltham  Pariah  v.  Warreyn, 
Duke's  Charit  Uses,  67,  Bridgm.  edit. 
641.  Wright  v.  Newport  Pond  School, 
Duke's  Charit  Usee,  46,  Bridgm.  edit 
649.    Reresby  v.  Farrer,  2  Yem.  414. 

I  Eq.  Ga.  Ab.  100.  pi.  7.  Smith  v. 
Stowel,  1  Ch.  Ca.  195. 

(5)  Attorney-General  v.  Backhouse, 
17  Yes.  283.  Attorney-General  v.  Mag- 
wood,  18  Yes.  315. 

(c)  Attorney-General  v.  Brooke,  18 
Yes.  319. 

(d)  Attorney-General  v.  Whiteley^ 

II  Yes.  247. 
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The  court  does  not  permit  its  feelings  upon  the  abuse  of  a 
charity  estate  to  cany  it  beyond  what  is  just,  even  against 
those  who  are  guilty,  much  less  against  innocent  parties  {e) ; 
therefore,  if  the  lease  be  valid  at  law,  equity  will  not  set  it 
aside  without  allowing  for  lasting  (/),  though  not  for  merely 
ornamental  (^),  improvements.  And  it  would  appear,  that, 
if,  under  a  covenant  to  build,  buildings  be  erected,  not  efttsdem 
generis,  but  equally  beneficial  to  the  charity  as  if  they  had 
been  made  pursuant  to  the  stipulation,  the  court  would  be 
unwilling  to  hold  that  the  charity,  after  a  great  lapse  of  time, 
should  have  both  the  buildings  and  the  price  due,  upon  the 
principle  of  waste,  by  the  failure  to  perform  the  covenants  {h) . 

So,  the  enjoyment  of  an  under-lessee  is  seldom  disturbed  (i). 
The  court,  feeling  the  extreme  hardship  upon  those  who  have 
given  a  fiill  consideration,  usually  mitigates  the  decree  with 
regard  to  their  interests,  by  merely  directing  them  to  pay  the 
rent  to  other  persons  than  those  to  whom  they  had  contracted 
to  pay  it  j  for,  as  the  interests  of  those  persons  may  be  very 
fair  as  between  them  and  those  from  whom  they  take,  the 
relief  is  adapted  to  the  conduct  of  the  parties,  as  the  court 
finds  them  respectively  to  have  acted  fairly  or  not  towards 
the  trust  {k). 

The  same  indulgence  is  extended  to  a  party  purchasing  the 
under-lessee's  interest ;  for  though  the  purchaser  of  a  lease  has 
never  been  considered  as  a  purchaser  for  valuable  considera- 
tion without  notice,  to  the  extent  of  not  being  bound  to  know 
from  whom  the  lessor  derived  his  title,  yet  no  case  has  gone 
the  length  of  saying  that  he  is  to  take  notice  of  all  the 
circimistances  inider  which  the  lessor  derived  that  title.  The 
purchaser  of  the  underlease  must  be  understood  at  least  to 

(e)  Attomey-Genend  v.  Backhoufle,  (g)  Attorney-General    v.    Kerr,   2 

]  7  Ves.  292.    And  see  Attomey-Ge-  Beav.  420. 

neral  v.  Griffith,  13  Ves.  579.  (h)  Attorney-General  v.  BackhouBe, 

(/)  Attomey-General  v.  BaUol  Col-  17  Ves.  292. 

lege,  9  Mod.  407.  411;  S.  G.  Duke's  (t)  Ibid.    Attomey-General  v.  Grif- 

Charit  Uses,  268,  Bridgm.  edit.    At-  fith,  13  Yes.  565.    Attorney-General 

toniey-General  v,  Kerr,  2  Beav.  420.  r.  Foord,  6  Bear.  288. 

But  see  Attomey-General  v.  Griffith,  (k)  Attorney-General  v.  Backhouse, 

13  Ves.  580.  18  Vee.  292. 
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have  notice  that  the  original  lessors  were  trustees  for  a 
charity;  but  not  that  the  lease  was  bad;  that  depending  upon 
a  number  of  circumstances  dehors  the  lease  {I). 

On  the  other  hand,  the  court,  in  setting  aside  an  improper 
charity  lease,  will  not  allow  the  personal  covenants^  of  the 
trustees  for  quiet  enjoyment  to  remain  in  operation;  but  the 
transaction  will  be  annulled  in  toto  (m). 

Costs  in  these  cases  are  usually  visited  on  the  lessee  (n)y 
though  circumstances  may  require  a  different  course  of  pro- 
ceeding. In  the  case  of  the  Attorney-General  v.  Owen  (o), 
the  lessee  was  not  burthened  with  costs,  as  he  undertook  to 
give  up  the  lease  without  trouble;  but  Lord  Eldon  declared 
that  the  case  was  not  to  be  considered  as  an  authority  with 
reference  to  persons  taking  leases  of  charity  estates,  and  that 
in  future  they  would  not  get  off  so  easily.  In  a  later  case  (/?), 
application  being  made  on  behalf  of  the  persons  entitled  under 
the  lease^  that  the  decree  against  them  should  be  without 
costs,  the  Chancellor  at  length  assented,  but  with  great  re- 
luctance ;  desiring  it  to  be  understood  that  it  was  upon  the 
ground  that  the  information  was  filed  before  the  decision  of 
the  two  late  cases  [q) ;  and  that  he  should  not  be  prevailed  on 
to  refuse  costs  thereafter  in  any  case  upon  an  information 
filed  since  those  cases;  and  afterwards,  in  the  Attorney- 
General  V,  Cross  (r),  the  information  was  dismissed  without 
costs,  though  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  refused  to  disturb  the 
possession  of  the  lessee. 

So,  if  the  governors  of  a  charity  have  been  extremely 
negligent  in  their  trust,  although  guiltless  of  corruption,  the 
court  wiU  punish  them  with  some  costs  {s). 


(f)  Attomey-Creneral  v.  Backhouse,  General  v.  Green,  6  Yes.  452. 
17  Ves.  283.    See  also  Attomey-Ge-  (j>)  Attorney-General «.  Griffith,  1 3 

neral  v,  Pargeter,  6  Beay.  150.  Yes.  581. 

(m)  Attorney-General  v,  Morgan,  2  {q)  Attorney-General  v.  Owen,  and 

Ross.  306.  Attomey-Greneral  v.  Green,  sap. 

(»)  East  V.  Ryal,  2  P.  Wms.  284;  (r)  3  Meriv.  524.  542. 

S.  C,  nom.  Pugh  r.  Ryal,  Sel.  Ca.  in  («)  East  v.  Ryal,  2  P.  Wms.  284 ; 

Ch.  40.  S.  C,  nom.  Pugh  v.  Ryal,  Sel.  Ca.  in 

(o)  10  Yes.  562.     See  also  Attorney-  Ch.  40. 
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The  fact  of  the  demised  property  being  the  subject  of  a 
charitable  trust  is  sometimes  contested.  In  1710^  the  cor- 
poration of  Grantham^  in  consideration  of  upwards  of  80/.^ 
granted  a  lease  of  two  messuages  for  a  term  of  twenty-one 
years^  at  a  yearly  rent  of  4/. ;  and  they  covenanted  to  grants 
at  all  times  and  for  ever^  new  leases  for  a  like  term^  and  at 
the  same  rent^  on  payment  of  a  fine  of  five  shillings.  The 
lease  had  been  renewed  fix»m  time  to  time  until  the  year 
1814;  and  the  bill  was  filed  by  the  person  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  the  covenant  to  compel  the  corporation  to  grant 
a  renewed  lease.  The  defence  made  by  the  corporation  was^ 
that  the  property  had  been  devised  to  them  on  charitable 
trusts^  and  that  the  covenant  for  perpetual  renewal  was  a 
breach  of  trust.  The  only  evidence  of  the  premises  being 
subject  to  a-«haritable  trust  was^  that  the  4/.  of  yearly  rent 
had  been  long  applied  in  purchasing  four  blue  coats  for  four 
poor  men  of  the  town  of  Grantham.  This  application  of  the 
money  was  traced  back  as  &r  as  the  year  1769.  The  Master 
of  the  Bolls  thought  that  the  evidence  did  not  entitle  him  to 
presume  that  the  property  was  held  in  trust  for  a  charity  in 
1710;  and  he  therefore  gave  the  plaintiff  a  decree  for  the 
renewal  of  the  lease^  with  costs  (/). 

3o^  where  a  private  act  of  parliament  (tf)  conferred  a  power 
on  the  vicar  of  the  parish  for  the  time  being  to  lease  certain 
waste  lands  '^for  such  term  or  number  pf  years^  at  and  under 
such  rent^  reservations^  or  payments,  as  to  him  should  seem 
meet'^;  and,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  the  vicar,  in  the  years 
1716  and  1719,  granted  three  distinct  leases  of  parts  of 
the  premises  to  three  different  persons,  for  1000  years, 
999  years,  and  1000  years,  respectively,  which,  upon  the 
principle  acted  upon  in  the  casps  of  charity  leases  for  un- 
reasonable terms,  were  sought  to  be  set  aside  as  excessive 
executions  of  the  power,  and  in  effect  a  complete  alienation 
of  the  estate ;  the  yice-Chancellor  denied  the  resemblance 

(/)  Gozoa  V.  The  Alderman  and  Bnrgeflses  of  Grantham,  3  Rum.  261. 

(«)  1  Geo.  l.stat  2.  c.  42. 
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contended  for  between  these  leases  and  leases  granted  by 
trustees  of  a  charity^  and  refused  to  disturb  them  {»), 
'  And  a  case  (y)  similar  in  almost  all  respects^  and  founded 
on  a  lease  granted  under  the  same  act  of  parliament^  was 
soon  afterwards  brought  under  the  consideration  of  Lord 
Eldon^  who  concurred  in  decision  with  the  Vice-ChanceUor^ 
but  could  not  refrain  from  expressing  his  persuasion  that  in 
the  act  the  legislature  had  gone  further  than  it  intended. 
''It  was  argued/'  said  his  lordship^  "that  the  vestrymen  were 
to  be  considered  in  the  nature  of  trustees^  and  that^  therefore^ 
the  leases  are  to  be  treated  as  if  made  by  trustees  of  a  charity; 
but  I  find  it  difficult  to  accede  to  that  reasoning.  When  the 
legislature^  with  respect  to  ecclesiastical  persons^  has  said  that 
they  may  make  such  leases  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet^  it  is 
difficult  for  a  court  of  equity^  at  the  distance  of  100  years^  to 
say  what  were  the  terms  on  which  such  leases  should  have  been 
granted^  particularly  when  the  premises  were  to  be  improyed 
in  the  manner  in  which  these  were.  And^  therefore^  notwith- 
standing I  am  of  opinion  that  this  act  gives  a  power  beyond 
what  was  intended^  yet  I  do  not  think  that  a  court  of  equity 
has  a  right  to  cut  down  leases  that  are  within  the  express 
terms  of  it.'' 

Municipal  corporations  have  been  deprived  of  the  manage- 
ment of  estates  confided  to  them  in  trust  for  charities^  by  a 
late  act  {z),  which>  after  noticing  that  divers  bodies  corporate 
stood  seised  or  possessed  of  sundry  hereditaments  and  per- 
sonal estate^  in  trust  in  whole  or  in  part  for  certain  charitable 
trusts^  and  that  it  was  expedient  that  the  administration 
thereof  should  be  kept  distinct  from  that  of  the  public  stock 
and  borough  fund^  enacted  (a)^  that  in  every  borough  in 
which  the  body  corporate^  or  any  one  or  more  of  the 
members  of  such  body  corporate^  in  his  or  their  corporate 
capacity,  then  stood  solely,  or  together  with  any  person  or 
persons  elected  solely  by  such  body  corporate,  or  solely  by 

(x)  Attorney-General  v,  Mosee,  2      cob,  307. 
Madd.  294.  (z)  6  &  6  W.  4.  c.  76. 

(y)  Attorney-General  v.  Wray,  Ja-  (a)  Sect  71. 
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any  particular  number,  class,  or  description  of  members  of 
such  body  corporate,  seised  or  possessed,  for  any  estate  or 
interest  whatsoever,  of  any  hereditaments,  in  whole  or  in 
part  in  trust  or  for  the  benefit  of  any  charitable  uses  or  trusts 
whatsoever,  all  the  estate,  right,  interest,  and  title,  and  all 
the  powers,  of  such  body  corporate,  or  of  such  member  or 
members  of  such  body  corporate,  in  respect  of  the  said  uses 
and  trusts,  should  continue  in  the  persons  who  at  the  time  of 
the  passing  of  the  act  were  such  trustees,  notwithstanding 
that  they  might  have  ceased  to  hold  any  office  by  virtue  of 
which  before  the  passing  of  the  act  they  were  such  trustees, 
imtil  the  1st  day  of  August,  1836,  or  until  parliament  should 
otherwise  order,  and  should  immediately  thereupon  utterly 
cease  and  determine.  And,  after  providing  for  the  supplying 
of  vacancies  among  the  trustees  before  the  said  1st  day  of 
August,  the  act  declared  that,  if  parliament  should  not  other- 
wise direct  on  or  before  the  said  1st  day  of  August,  1836,  the 
lord  high  Chancellor,  or  lords  commissioners  of  the  great  seal, 
should  make  such  orders  as  he  or  they  should  see  fit  for  the 
administration,  subject  to  such  charitable  uses  or  trusts,  of 
such  trust  estates. 

No  further  provision  having  been  made  by  parliament,  the 
administration  of  these  charity  trusts  is  now  vested  in  the 
court  of  Chancery ;  but  a  difficulty  will  arise  as  to  the  grant- 
ing parties  on  the  occasion  of  any  future  lease,  the  act 
having  declared  that  the  estate  of  the  corporation  in  the  trust  . 
property  shall  cease  and  determine,  without  having  provided 
a  substitute  to  convey  the  legal  estate. 


XII. — Executors  and  Administrators, 

An  executor  or  administrator  may  demise  the  premises 
which  devolve  on  him  in  either  of  those  capacities  (£);  but 
on  this  subject  a  difference  exists  between  the  offices  of 

(5)  Bac.  Ab.  Leases,  (I).  7.     Keating  v.  Keating,  Lloyd  &  Goo.  Ca.  temp. 
Sugd.  C,  133. 
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executor  and  administrator.  An  executor^  deriving  his  power 
firom  the  testator  (c),  may  lease  before  probate  (J);  but  as  the 
letters  of  administration  alone  constitute  the  title  of  an 
administrator^  it  follows  that^  until  invested  by  the  ordinary 
with  the  office  of  administrator  (e),  he  cannot  exercise  any 
act  of  ownership  over  the  intestate's  leaseholds. 

Sereral  executors  are  regarded  as  an  individual  person^  and 
have  a  joint  and  entire  interest  in  the  testator's  property  (/); 
and^  hence^  the  lease  of  one  of  several  executors  is  as  efficaci- 
ous as  their  joint  demise  {ff),  although  it  purport  to  be  the 
grant  of  all  (A).  In  this  respect  their  interest  differs  firom 
that  of  joint-tenants^  or  tenants  in  common;  the  grant  of  one 
of  several  joint-tenants  or  tenants  in  common  operating  only 
on  the  share  of  the  granting  party  {t). 

Joint  administrators  were  formerly  considered  as  standing 
in  a  different  position;  and  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  obtain 
the  concurrence  of  all  {k) :  the  distinction^  however^  is  now 
exploded^  and  the  offices  of  executor  and  administrator  are  in 
this  respect  assimilated  (/). 

If  a  term  be  bequeathed  to  an  executor  for  life^  with  re- 
mainders over^  his  right,  as  executor,  to  assign  the  whole 
term,  or  to  underlet  the  premises  for  any  period,  will  not  be 
abridged  by  a  limited  power  of  leasing  given  to  him  by  the 
will(f»). 

As  the  marriage  of  a  feme  executrix,  or  administratrix, 
transfers  to  the  husband  the  whole  right  of  administration. 


(0)  TolL  Ex.,  5ih  Ed.  95.  Anon. 
Dy.  S67,  a.  Rol  Ab.  Executors,  (A). 
Hudson  V,  Hudson,  1  Atk.  460. 

(df)  Rol.  Ab.  Executors,  (A).  Roe 
dem.  Bendall  v.  Summerset,  2  W.  fikus. 
692^. 

(e)  Toll  Ex.,  5th  Ed.  95.  Wankford 
v.  Wankford,  1  Salk.  301 ;  S.  C.  3  Salk. 
162;  Holt,  811;  11  Mod.  38.  Hudson 
V,  Hudson,  1  Atk.  461. 

(/)  Toll.  Ex.  242.  Com.  Dig.  Ad- 
ministration, B.  12.  Anon.  Dy.  23,  b. 
Jaoomb  v.  Harwood,  2  Yes.  267. 

(g)  Anon.   Dy.   23,  b.     Pannel  v. 


Fenn,  Cro.  Eliz.  347;  S.  G.  Mo.  350; 
Gould.  185.  RoL  Ab.  Executors,  (O). 
Doe  dem.  Hayes  v.  Sturges,  7  Taunt. 
217. 222;  S.  C.  2  Marsh.  505.  Simpson 
V.  Gntteridge,  1  Madd.  609.  616.  Ja- 
oomb V,  Harwood,  2  Yes.  267. 

{h)  Simpson  9.  Gntteridge,  1  Madd. 
609.  616. 

(t)  See  ante,  pp.  124,  &  131. 

(k)  Hudson  V.  Hudson,  1  Atk.  460. 

(t)  Jaoomb  V.  Harwood,  2  Yes.  265-7. 
Willand  v,  Fenn,  cited,  Ibid.  267-8. 

(m)  Doe  dem.  Hayes  v.  Sturges,  7 
Taunt.  217;  S.  C.  2  Manh.  505. 
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her  sole  demise  cannot  be  supported.  He  must^  therefore, 
be  the  granting  party  in  all  leases  made  in  right  of  such 
executorship  or  administration  (n) ;  nor  is  her  concurrence 
necessary  (o). 

If  a  party  to  whom  administration  is  granted  generaUy, 
raiiane  minoris  ataiis,  without  any  restraint  or  limitation, 
grant  a  lease  for  a  term  exceeding  the  duration  of  the  infitincy, 
it  will  be  good  at  all  events  until  the  executor  attain  his 
majority  (p),  and,  according  to  the  opinion  of  some,  until  he 
enter  to  defeat  it  {g).  Formerly,  the  authority  of  an  adminis- 
trator appointed  during  the  minority  of  an  executor  ceased 
on  the  minor's  attaining  the  age  of  seventeen  years  (r);  but 
the  inconveniences  arising  from  the  practice  of  granting 
probate  to  persons  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  were  removed 
by  the  statute  of  38  Geo.  3.  c.  87,  which  enacts  («),  that,  where 
an  infant  is  sole  executor,  administration  with  the  will  an- 
nexed shall  be  granted  to  the  guardian  of  such  infant,  or  to 
such  other  person  as  the  spiritual  court  shall  think  fit,  until 
such  infant  shall  have  attained  the  full  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  at  which  period,  and  not  before,  probate  of  the  will 
shall  be  granted  to  him.  And  further  (/),  that  the  person  to 
whom  such  administration  shall  be  granted  shall  have  the 
same  powers  vested  in  him  as  an  administrator  now  hath  by 
virtue  of  an  administration  granted  to  him  durante  minore 
mtate  of  the  next  of  kin. 

And  by  the  same  act  provision  is  made  against  the  delays 
occasioned  by  the  residence  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
courts  of  executors  to  whom  probate  hath  been  granted. 
Section  the  1st  enacts,  that,  at  the  expiration  of  twelve 

(n)  Jenk.  Cent  79,  case  56.  Ainold  (g)  Sir  Moyle  ilncfa's  cue,  6  Co. 

V.  Bidgoody  Cro.  Jac.  318.    Throstont  67,  b. 

dem.  Lerick  v,  Coppin,  2  W.  Blac.  (r)  DoboiB  v.  Tnmt,  12  Mod.  436. 

801 ;  S.  C.  3  Wils.  277.  AtkisBon  v.  Cornish,  1  Ld.  lUym. 338; 

(o)  Ibid.  S.  C.  CbrOi.  446;  5  Mod.  395.    Freke 

(jp)  Sir  Moyle  Finch's  case,  6  Co.  v.  Thomas,  1   Ld.  BaTm.  667;  S.  C. 

63,  a.  b.  67,  b.    And  see  Prince's  case.  Com.  110;  1  Salk.  39. 

5  Co.  29,  b. ;   S.  C,  nom.  Price  v.  (#)  38  Geo.  3.  c  87.  s.  6. 

Simpson,  Cro.  Eliz.  718;  S.  C,  nom.  \t)  Sect.  7. 

Prince  v.  Sympson,  2  And.  132. 
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calendar  months  from  the  death  of  any  testator^  if  the  execu- 
tors or  executor  to  whom  probate  of  the  will  shall  hare  been 
granted  are  or  is  then  residing  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  his 
Majesty's  courts  of  law  and  equity^  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
ecclesiastical  court  which  hath  granted  probate  of  such  will^ 
upon  the  application  of  any  creditor^  next  of  kin^  or  legatee^ 
grounded  on  the  affidavit  thereinafter  mentioned^  to  grant 
such  special  administration  as  thereinafter  is  also  mentioned. 
And  the  second  section  requires  the  party  applying  for  the 
administration  to  make  an  affidavit  that  there  is  a  debt  owing 
to  him  from  the  testator's  effects^  and  that  he  is  desirous  of 
exhibiting  his  bill  for  the  purpose  of  being  paid  his  demand. 
The  third  section  prescribes  the  form  of  the  administration. 

It  is  observable^  that  the  authority  of  an  administrator 
under  this  act  is  only  voidable^  not  void^  on  the  decease  of 
the  executor  («). 

Where  an  executor  or  administrator  grants  a  lease  in  that 
capacity^  his  executor  is  entitled  to  the  rent  in  preference  to 
an  administrator  de  bonis  non  of  the  original  testator  or 
intestate^  whose  title  is  necessarily  paramount  that  of  the 
lessor  (^). 

But  where  an  administratrix  underlet  a  portion  of  her 
intestate's  leasehold  property^  and  covenanted  that  she^  her 
executors^  administrators,  and  assigns,  would  renew  as  often 
as  she  or  they  should  obtain  a  renewal  fix>m  the  superior 
landlord^  it  was  held,  that  the  lessee  might,  on  her  death, 
enforce  a  specific  performance  of  the  covenant  against  an  ad- 
ministrator de  bonis  non  of  the  intestate.  The  chancellor 
said  that  the  act  of  the  administratrix  was  both  a  legal  and 
equitable  disappropriation  from  the  assets  of  the  intestate, 
and  that  the  administrator  de  bonis  non,  who  had  entered 
into  the  receipt  of  the  rents  reserved  by  the  lease,  had  no 


(«)  TayntoA  v,  Haimfty,  8  Bos.  &  1    Vent    275  ;     Freem.    392,   402  ; 

PuL  26;  Alvanley,  C.  J.,  dissexit.  cited  as  Davie  v.  Drew,  alias  Drewry, 

(x)  Drew  t>,   Bayly,  2  Lev.  100  ;  1  Vem.  94.    Norton  v,  Harvey,  1  Vent. 

S.  C.  3  Keb.  298.  427.  463.  495.  549 ;  259.    See  also  Latch,  266-7. 
S.  C,  nom.  Drae  v,  Baily,  or  Baylye, 

VOL.  I.  B  B 
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right  to  do  SO  unaffected  by  the  acts  and  covenants  of  the 
administratrix^  and  that  the  hmds  were  in  his  hands  bonnd 
by  the  covenant  if  they  were  so  in  hers  (y). 

As  a  practical  caution^  we  may  mention^  that  a  person 
proposing  to  take  firom  an  executor  a  lease  of  premises  speci- 
fically bequeathed  to  another^  should  obtain,  if  possible,  the 
concurrence  of  the  legatee ;  for,  after  the  executor's  assent  to 
the  bequest,  the  legal  title  vests  in  the  legatee,  at  whose  suit 
an  action  of  ejectment  will  lie  against  the  purchaser  (r). 

But  it  is  to  be  noticed,  that  leases  by  executors  or  adminis- 
trators, though  good  at  law,  are  voidable  in  equity  unless 
shown  by  the  lessees  to  be  a  due  administration  of  the  assets 
of  the  testator  or  intestate  (a).  Thus,  an  underlease  granted 
by  an  administratrix  was  set  aside,  the  lessee  having  notice 
that  a  sale  was  required  by  the  parties  beneficially  inte- 
rested {b).  So,  where  a  reversionary  lease  was  granted  by  an 
executor,  without  noticing  a  fine  paid  by  the  lessee  as  a 
consideration  for  the  grant,  Sugden,  C,  set  it  aside  as  being 
an  undue  execution  of  the  executor's  authority,  and  tending 
to  enable  him  to  commit  a  fraud,  by  concealing  from  the 
cestuique  trust  the  receipt  of  the  fine  (c).  So,  where  a  party 
bequeathed  his  leaseholds  to  trustees,  whom  he  also  appointed 
executors,  upon  trust  for  sale,  the  V.  C.  (d)  dismissed  a  bill 
by  them  for  a  specific  performance  of  a  contract  to  take  an 
underlease,  observing,  that,  primd  facte j  a  trust  for  sale  was 
inconsistent  with  the  granting  of  a  lease;  but  his  Honor 
added  that  there  might  be  circumstances  to  justify  the  exe- 
cutors in  departing  from  the  words  of  the  trust;  though,  as 
the  cestuis  que  trust  were  not  parties  to  the  suit,  he  could 


(y)  Hachett  v.  Me  Namarm,  Uoyd  256.    Doe  dem.  Lord  Say  and  Sde  v. 

Sl  (too.   Ca.  temp.   Plunket,  C,  283.  Guy,  3  East,  120. 

As  to  the  effect  of  the  ooTenant  for  (a)  Drohan  v.  Drohan,  1  Ball  &  B. 

renewal  by  an  administrator,  see  next  185.    Keating  v.   Keating,  Lloyd  & 

page.  Goo.  Ca.  temp.  Sugden,  C,  133. 

(r)  Panmoor  v.   Yardley,   Plowd.  (6)  Drohan  r.  Drohan,  sup. 

539.     4  Co.  28,  b.     Young  v.  Holmes,  (c)  Keating  v.  Keating,  sup. 

1  Stra.  70.     Saonder's  case,  5  Co.  12,b.  (d)  Sir  L.  Shadwell. 
Chamberbin  v.  Clmmberlain,  1  Ch.  Ca. 
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not  enter  into  the  consideration  of  the  particulars  which  might 
tend  to  show  that  they  were  justified  (e). 

In  the  case  of  Magrave  v.  Archbold(/),  the  House  of 
Lords  considered  an  underlease  by  an  administratrix  with  a 
covenant  for  renewal  as  often  as  she  obtained  a  renewal  from 
the  head  landlord  too  improvident  to  be  supported.  But  in 
a  later  case  {ff),  where  an  administratrix  being  possessed  in 
right  of  her  intestate  of  leasehold  property^  with  a  toties 
quoties  covenant  for  renewal^  underlet  it  at  an  increased  rent, 
with  a  covenant  for  renewal  on  obtaining  a  renewal  from  the 
superior  lessor^  and  it  was  proved  that  the  premises  were 
useful  only  for  building  ground^  and  that  the  underlease  was 
not  made  at  an  undervalue^  the  court  upheld  the  lease,  the 
property  being  of  such  a  description  that  it  could  not  be 
beneficially  used  without  giving  to  the  lessee  an  interest 
which  would  make  it  safe  for  him  to  build  on  the  premises. 


XIII . — Gnardians. 

The  distinctions  taken  in  this  division  will  scarcely  be  in- 
telligible without  a  few  introductory  remarks  on  the  difi'erent 
kinds  of  guardians.  For  our  purposes,  then,  guardians  may 
be  ranged  in  six  classes: — 1st,  guardians  by  nature;  2ndly, 
guardians  by  nurture;  Srdly,  guardians  in  socage;  4thly, 
testamentary  guardians;  5thly,  guardians  by  election;  and 
6thly,  guardians  by  the  appointment  of  the  Lord  Chancellor. 
As  their  powers  of  leasing  their  wards*  lands  vary  according 
to  the  kind  of  guardianship,  I  shall  briefly  notice  the  leading 
characteristic  of  each  class  (A). 

1st.  Guardianship  by  nature  belongs  to  the  father,  and  in 
some  cases  to  the  mother,  of  the  child  (t),  until  its  age  of 

(e)  Evans  v.  Jackson,  8  Sim.  217.  ship,  notes  by  Hargreaves  to  Co.  Lit 

(/)  Magrave  v.  Arehbold,  1  Dow,  88,  b.  89,  a.     1  Thomases  Co.  Lit.  151, 

P.  C.  107.  etKq,    3  Salk.  176;  and  1  Fonbl.  Tr. 

{g)  Hachett   v.  MoNamara,  Lloyd  Eq.  225,  5th  Ed. 
&  Goo.  Ca.  temp.  Plunket,  C,  283.  (t)  1  Bla.  Com.  461. 

{h)  See^  on  the  subject  of  goardian- 
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twenty-one  {k) ;  but^  extending  no  further  than  to  the  cus- 
tody of  the  infant's  person  (/)^  confers  no  power  of  leasing  his 
lands  for  a  fixed  term^  though  a  lease  at  will  may  perhaps  be 
supported  (m). 

In  the  case  of  Smith  v.  Low(«),  however,  which  arose 
in  a  court  of  equity^  a  mother,  acting  as  guardian  of  her 
six  infant  children,  who  were  owners  of  certain  estates  de- 
vised to  them  by  their  father,  demised  the  premises  on  a 
building  lease  for  forty-one  years.  Her  eldest  son,  who  was 
about  nineteen  years  of  age,  joined  with  her  in  the  lease,  and 
covenanted  that  the  lessee  should  have  quiet  enjoyment,  and 
that  the  rest  of  the  children,  when  of  age,  should  confirm 
the  lease»  The  children  all  arrived  at  age,  and  accepted  the 
rent  for  above  ten  years  after  the  youngest  came  of  age. 
After  such  acceptance,  they  brought  their  ejectment  against 
the  lessee>  who  filed  his  biU  to  have  the  lease  established. 
And  the  chief  question  was,  whether  the  lease  ought  to  be 
established  in  equity  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  ''It 
appears  (said  Lord  Hardwicke)  to  be  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion, rent  reserved,  and  covenants  for  the  lessee  to  leave  it  in 
good  repair,  and  it  is  mentioned  by  the  mother,  who  acts  as 
guardian,  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  infants ;  there  is  no 
fraud  or  collusion  proved  in  the  lessee;  and  the  husband  of 
the  lessor,  and  father  of  the  infants,  died  in  bad  circum- 
stances, unable  to  repair  the  premises,  which  were  houses  and 
a  mill;  therefore  the  consideration  of  the  lessee's  repairing 
them  is  a  beneficial  one  for  the  infants,  and  that  is  sworn  to 
be  done :  here  the  great  point  is  the  acceptance  of  rent  for 
so  long  a  continuance,  the  youngest  child  having  been  of  age 
ten  years,  and  notice  of  the  lease  must  be  presumed.''  The 
lease  was,  therefore,  decreed  to  be  established  for  the  residue 
of  the  term,  and,  as  it  was  against  conscience  to  bring  eject- 
ments after  these  transactions,  the  lessee  was  decreed  his 
costs  at  law  and  in  equity. 

(h)  Rex   V.  Thoip,  CurUi.  384-6;  (m)  Pigot  v.  Garnish,  Cro.  Eliz.  678. 

S.  C.  5  Mod.  221.  734. 

(0  Ibid.    Rex  v.  The  Inhabitants  <n)  Smith  v.  Low,  1  Atk.  489. 
of  SherringtoD,  3  Barn.  &  Adol.  714. 
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Sndly.  Ghiardiansliip  for  nurture  belongs  also  to  the  father^ 
or  mother  where  there  is  no  testamentary  guardian  {o),  nntil 
the  infant^  whether  male  or  female,  attains  the  age  of  four- 
teen (p);  and,  like  guardianship  by  nature,  is  confined  to  the 
government  and  custody  of  the  infant's  person  {q);  but  it  is 
said  that  the  guardian  may  lease  at  will  (r)f 

Srdly.  Guardianship  in  socage  is  a  consequence  of  tenure, 
occurring  only  when  the  minor  is  entitled  to  a  legal  estate  by 
descent  in  lands  holden  by  socage  {$),  and  deyolves,  by  the 
common  law,  on  the  n^xt  of  kin  to  whom  the  inheritance 
cannot  descend  (Q.  The  ofSpe  confers  not  a  bare  authority 
only,  but  an  interest  in  the  lioids  descended,  and  constitute 
the. guardian  a  quasi  donUnus  pro  tempore  («).  But  his  power 
determines  when  the  infant,  whether  male  or  female,  attains 
the  age  of  fourteen  {a) ;  and  may  be  totally  suspended  by  the 
father's  exercising  his  privilege  of  appointing  a  guardian  by 
will  under  the  statute  of  12  Car.  2  (y), 

With  regard  to  I^s  power  of  leasing,  it  ib  laid  down,  in 
general  terms,  by  a  case,  which,  considering  the  name  of  the 
reporter  (z),  would  seem  to  be  entitled  to  some  degree  of 
weight,  that  a  guardian  in  socage  cannot  make  a  lease  of  th^ 
infant's  lands.  The  importance  of  that  case  will  be  a  suffir 
cient  apology  for  my  introducing  it  here  at  length,  particur 
larly  as  I  propose  a  comparison  between  it  and  the  earlier 
and  later  determinations  and  dicta.    The  question,  it  is  tr^e. 


(o)  EoAcb  V,  Garvan,  1  Ves.  158. 

(p)  1  BUl  Com.  461.    3  Ck>.  38,  b. 

(q)  8  E.  4.  7,  [B],  pi  2.  Bro.  Ab. 
Garde,  pL  70. 

(r)  Figo^  V.  Ganiiah,  Cro.  EUs.  678. 
734. 

<«)  Qiiadringv.DowD8,2Mod.  176-7. 
Rex  V,  The  Inhabitante  of  Toddington, 
I  Barn.  &  Aid.  560-4-5.  Rex  v.  The 
Inhafaitanta  of  Sherringtoiiy  3  Barn.  ^ 
Adol  714. 

(0  ]  Bla.  Com.  461.  2  Bla.  Com. 
88.     Lit.  8.  123.    Co.  Lit  87,  b. 

(i*)  Co.  Lit  87,  b.    Hutt  16,  17. 


Gro.  ^ac  99.  Rex  v.  The  Inhabitantii 
of  Oakley,  10  East,  494.  Eyre  v. 
ConntesB  of  Shaftsbnry,  2  P.  Wms.  108. 
Rex  V,  The  Inhabitants  of  Sherrington, 
sup.  Rex  v.  Manners,  3  AdoL  &  EU. 
597;  S.  C.  5  Ney.  Sl  Man.  353. 

(x)  1  BUl  Com.  462.  2  Bla.  Com. 
88.  Lite.  123.  3Atk.624.  I  Ves.  91. 
Doe  dem,  Bigge  v.  Bell,  5  Term  Rep. 

471. 

(y)  12  Our.  2.  c  24. 

(z)  Roe  dem.  Parry  v.  Hodgson,  2 
Wils.  129.  135. 
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arose  on  a  lease  made  by  a  testamentary  guardian ;  but  the 
court  admitted  that  that  circumstance  was  immaterial  (a). 

The  principal  question  was^  whether  a  lease  for  twenty- 
one  years  made  by  the  testamentary  guardians  of  an  inGEmt^ 
Mr.  Spencer,  to  Parry,  was  absolutely  void,  or  only  Toidable. 
It  appeared  that  Mr.  Spencer  himself  had  done  no  one  act 
since  he  came  of  age  either  towards  establishing  the  lease, 
supposing  it  voidable,  or  to  avoid  it.  Upon  the  first  argu- 
ment, the  court  agreed  in  one  point,  viz.,  that  a  testamentary 
guardian  by  statute  till  an  infant  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  and  a  guardian  in  socage  till  an  infant  was  fourteen, 
were  the  same ;  and,  therefore,  whatever  interest  the  latter 
had  in  lands  tiU  the  infant  was  fourteen,  the  guardian  by  the 
statute  had  the  same  till  he  was  twenty-one.  But,  as  to  the 
main  question,  whether  the  lease  was  void,  or  only  voidable, 
they  all,  except  Noel,  J.,  doubted  much,  and  gave  no  opinion. 
The  Chief  Justice  seemed  inclined  to  think  the  lease  was 
void,  from  what  he  said.  Clive,  J.,  said,  he  was  far  from 
saying  it  was  either  void  or  voidable.  Bathurst,  J.,  gave  no 
opinion ;  but  from  what  he  said,  he  seemed  to  think  that, 
whether  the  lease  was  void  or  not  at  first,  it  certainly  became 
void  or  at  an  end  when  Mr.  Spencer  came  of  age ;  so  could 
not  be  then  a  subsisting  lease  to  give  the  lessor  of  the  plaintifl* 
title.  Noel,  J.,  was  of  opinion,  that  the  lease  was  a  good 
lease,  and  only  voidable  by  the  infant  when  he  came  of  age ; 
and  that  he  might  then  affirm  it,  if  he  thought  fit ;  but  said, 
that  he  should  be  very  willing  and  ready  to  depart  from  this 
opinion,  if  he  should  find  he  had  come  into  it  too  readily. 
Ulteriua  concilium.  The  court  were  afterwards  of  opinion 
that  the  guardian  of  an  infant  could  not  make  a  lease  of  the 
infantas  lands,  and  that  the  lease  in  this  case  was  absolutely 
void. 

Had  this  decision  been  expressly  referred  to  the  particular 
circumstances  of  the  case,  it  might  have  been  reconciled  with 
the  preceding  and  succeeding  authorities;  but,  unaccompanied 

(a)  And  see   Bedell  v.  Constable,  Vaugh.  179.     The  Duke  of  Beaufort  r. 
Berty,  1  P.  Wmg.  703-4. 
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by  explanation  or  qnalification^  it  stands  an  isolated  and 
anomalous  case^  and  mnst  be  adopted  in  practice  with  mncli 
caution.  The  circumstance  of  the  opinion  of  the  court  being 
given  after  mature  deliberation  renders  the  case  the  more 
dangerous. 

We  may  now  adrert  to  the  earlier  cases^  all  of  which^  with 
one  insignificant  exception  (b),  admit  the  right  of  a  guardian 
in  socage  to  demise  his  ward^s  lands. 

In  the  firsts  decided  in  the  early  part  of  Queen  Elizabeth^s 
reign^  and  reported  by  an  authority  of  the  highest  eminence  (c), 
a  woman^  guardian  in  socage,  joined  with  her  after-taken 
husband  in  a  lease  of  the  infants  land;  but  although  it  was 
declared^  upon  a  principle  of  law  which  I  have  endeavoured 
to  explain  elsewhere  («Q,  that  she  was  not  bound  by  the 
demise  after  her  husband's  death,  no  attempt  was  made,  even 
in  argument,  to  invalidate  it  on  the  ground  of  the  guardian's 
incapacity  to  lease  at  all. 

To  the  like  effect  are  other  cases,  decided  in  the  thirty-first 
year  of  the  same  reign  {e),  where  a  tenant  in  socage  leased 
his  lands  for  four  years,  and  died,  his  heir  within  the  age  of 
eight  years ;  and  the  mother,  being  guardian  in  socage,  leased 
the  land  by  indenture  to  the  same  lessee  for  fourteen  years : 
and  it  was  holden,  that  the  first  lease  was  extinguished; 
which  clearly  admitted  the  power  to  demise ;  for  it  is  well 
known  that  an  interest  in  a  lessee  cannot  be  extinguished 
unless  there  be  an  accession  of  a  new  interest  incompatible 
with  the  former:  in  other  words,  in  transactions  between 
subject  and  subject  (/),  if  the  new  estate  proposed  to  be 
created  fail  of  effect,  the  one  previously  existing  is  not  deter- 
mined (jff), 

(h)  Oayt  112.pl.  192.  (I)  9.     Brisden  v.  Hussey,  RoL  Ab. 

(c)  OBbom  V.  Carden,  Plowd.  293.  Garde,  (Q)  pi.  4. 

(d)  Ante,  p.  138,  et  teq^ftaio  leaaes  (/)  It  may  be  otherwise  on  a  new 
by  husband  and  wife.  lease  granted  by  the  crown.    See  ante, 

(e)  Anon.   1   Leon.  158,  case  226.  p.  231-2. 

Willis  V,  Whitewood,  1  Leon.  322 ;  S.  C.  (g)  Wilson  v.  Sewell,  4  Burr.  1975 ; 

Ow.  45  ;  cited,  nom.  Mills  v.  White-  S.  C.  1  W.  Blac.  617.    Zouch  dem. 

wood.  Hob.  105.   Willet  v.  Wilkinson,  Abbot  v.  Parsons,  3  Burr.  1807. 
semb.  S.  C,  4  Leon.  7.  Bac.  Ab.  Leases, 
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The  point  again  arose,  incidentally,  in  the  reign  of  King 
James  the  First  (h),  where  it  was  clearly  held  by  Ghiwdy, 
C.  J.,  and  Warburton  and  Daniel,  Js.,  against  the  opinion 
of  Walmesley,  J.,  that  a  guardian  in  socage,  being  domimu 
pro  tempore,  and  having  an  interest  in  the  land,  might  let  it 
for  years  (t),  and  might  avow  in  his  own  name  and  right  {k) ; 
and  that  his  lessee  might  have  an  gectionefimkB  (/)• 

And  to  the  same  effect  is  Bedell  v.  Constable  (m). 

Next,  in  order  of  time,  (8  W.  8,)  came  the  case  of  Wade  v. 
Baker  (n),  where  the  court  decided,  that  a  guardian  in  socage 
might  bring  trespass  or  ejectment  in  his  own  name,  and 
make  leases  of  the  land  in  his  own  name  until  the  infant 
should  come  to  the  age  of  fourteen. 

Up  to  this  time,  therefore,  the  current  of  authority  uni- 
formly recognised  the  guardian's  power  of  demising;  but 
after  an  interval  rather  exceeding  half  a  century  appeared 
the  judgment  above  noticed  (o)  in  Roe  dem.  Parry  v,  Hodgson, 
in  which,  supposing  the  report  to  be  correct,  a  doctrine  was 
advanced  in  subversion  of  the  previously  received  opinion ; 
though  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  profession  were  not 
favored  with  the  reasons  on  which  tiiat  doctrine  was 
founded. 

The  case,  however,  was  never  acquiesced  in  as  an  authority 
that  a  guardian  could  not  make  any  lease  of  the  infant's 
lands ;  for  we  find  a  case  in  Ireland  about  twenty-eight  years 
afterwards  {p),  determining  that  he  might  make  a  demise 
to  subsist  during  the  infant's  minority.  The  court,  evidently 
unwilling  to  grapple  with  the  case  of  Roe  v.  Parry,  eluded 
the  difficulty  by  distinguishing  it  from  the  one  before  them, 
on  the  ground  of  the  former  being  for  a  term  of  years  which 


{h)  Shopland  v.  Rydler,  or  Shop-  (0   Hutt  16. 

lane  v.  Roydlery  Gro.  Jac.  55. 98 ;  S.  C,  (m)  Bedell  v.  Constable,  Van^.  1 82. 

nom.  Shopland  v.  Radlen,  Ow.  115.  (n)  Wade  9,  Baker,  1  Ld.  Raym. 

And  see  Dugar  v.  Norton,  1  Freem.  130. 

102.    2  P.  Wms.  122.  (o)  Ante,  p.  373-4. 

(i)  As  in  Plowd.  293 ;  the  page  is  (p)  Shaw  v.  Shaw,  Vem.  &  ScriT. 

299  in  Cro.  Jac.,  by  mifttake.  607. 

(i)  KeUw.46,b.  15  H.  7. 13. 1.  [B]. 
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exceeded  in  duration  the  minority  of  the  ward.  Still  Shaw 
V,  Shaw  is  sufficient  for  oiir  purpose,  as  it  shows  the  opinion 
of  the  court  with  regard  to  the  guardian's  perfect  competency 
to  lease. 

And  in  a  more  modem  case,  also  in  the  King's  Bench  {g), 
decided  in  fuU  court.  Lord  Ellenborough,  C.  J.,  and  Justices 
Grose,  Le  Blanc,  and  Baylej,  said,  that  there  was  no  doubt  of 
the  right  of  the  guardian  in  socage  during  the  guardianship 
either  to  lease  or  occupy  the  estate.  And  to  the  same  effect 
is  a  later  dictum  of  Mr.  Justice  Hohroyd,  who  said(r),  that  a 
guardian  in  socage  might  demise,  and  that  a  lease  by  him 
might  be  so  pleaded,  although  the  term  moved  out  of  the 
seisin  of  the  infant ;  words  which  require  no  comment. 

The  last  decision  on  the  point  occurred  in  the  case  of  Rex 
V.  Sutton  («),  where  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  on  the  autho- 
rity of  Wade  v.  Baker  (/),  declared  that  a  guardian  in  socage 
might  make  a  lease  of  the  infant's  lands  until  his  age  of 
fourteen. 

Thus  stand  the  cases  on  this  important  question;  upon 
a  balance  of  which,  I  apprehend  that  the  general  expression 
in  Wilson's  report  "  that  a  guardian  cannot  make  a  lease  of 
the  infianf  s  land,"  must  yield  to  the  preponderating  autho- 
rity in  the  other  scale,  or  be  read  with  very  considerable 
qualification. 

Assuming  the  power  of  the  guardian  to  demise,  it  remains 
to  ascertain  to  what  extent  that  power  may  be  exercised. 
Although  the  greater  number  of  the  cases  ahready  quoted  do 
not  specifically  mention  the  necessity  of  confining  the  term 
granted  to  the  duration  of  the  infant's  minority,  yet  we  may 
perhaps  infer  that  such  an  impression  existed  at  an  early  date, 
from  the  case  of  Osbom  v.  Garden  (u),  where  particular  care 
seems  to  have  been  taken  to  restrict  the  term  to  that  period, 
the  infant  being  of  the  age  of  five  years  and  a  half,  and  the 

(q)  Rex  V.  The  Inhabitants  of  Oak-  (a)  Rex  v.  Sotton,  3  Adol.  &  EU. 

ley,  10  East,  491.  494.  597.  613;  S.  C.  5  Nev.  &  Man.  393. 

(r)  In  Hill  r.  Saunders,  4  Bam.  &  (0  Sap.  p.  376. 

Crca.  536.  (u)  Plowd.  293. 
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lease^  dated  in  Jnne^  being  made  for  eight  years  firom  the 
next  ensuing  Michaehnas^  about  which  time  the  ward  would 
nearly  attain  his  age  of  fourteen ;  and  the  case  of  Bedell  v. 
Constable  (a?)  leads  to  the  same  conclusion.  But^  if  that 
inference  be  untenable^  later  authority  sets  the  question  at 
rest.  Besides  the  determination  in  Wade  v.  Baker  (y)^  sup- 
ported by  B.ex  v,  Sutton  {z)j  we  have  the  comparatively  recent 
case  of  Shaw  v,  Shaw^  before  referred  to  (a),  where  B.ebecca 
Shaw^  by  indenture^  as  guardian  to  her  children^  Judith  and 
Rebecca  Shaw,  of  the  one  part,  and  Bichard  Shaw  (the 
defendant)  of  the  other  part,  demised  to  Bichard,  ^'for  and 
during  the  term,  time,  and  space  of  the  minority  of  Judith 
and  Rebecca;^'  and  the  court,  distinguishing  the  case  firom 
Parry  v.  Hodgson,  held,  that  the  guardian  could  make  a  lease 
of  the  minor's  land  to  subsist  during  the  minority. 

The  death  of  the  infemt,  without  doubt,  would  determine 
the  lease. 

It  was  said  in  Balder  v.  Blackbom  (i),  that  a  lease  by  a 
guardian  in  socage  is  determined  by  his  death. 

4thly.  As  to  a  testamentary  guardian.  The  statute  of  12 
Car.  2(c),  which  abolished  guardianship  in  chiyalry,  and  con- 
verted almost  all  the  English  tenures  into  tenures  in  socage, 
empowered  {d)  the  father  of  any  child  or  children  under  the  age 
of  one-and-twenty  years,  and  not  married  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  by  deed  or  will,  executed  in  the  presence  of  two  or  more 
credible  witnesses,  to  dispose  of  the  custody  and  tuition  of  such 
child  or  children,  for  such  time  as  he  or  they  should  remain 
under  twenty-one,  or  for  any  lesser  time,  to  any  person  or  per- 
sons in  possession  or  remainder,  other  than  popish  recusants. 

And  by  the  same  act  (e),  the  guardian  was  empowered  to 
take  into  his  custody,  to  the  use  of  such  child  or  children, 

(x)  Vangh.  182.  (c)  12  Car.  2.  c  24. 

(y)  1  Ld.  Raym.  130,  sup.  p.  376.  (ct)  SectS.  TheliiahAct of  14  &  15 

(z)  3  Ad<d.  &  ED.  597 ;  S.  C.  5  Ner.  Gar.  2.,  has  a  oonrespoiidiiig  proYiaon; 

&  Man.  353,  sap.  p.  377.  as.  6  and  7. 

(a)  Sap.  p.  376.  (e)  Sect.  9. 
(6)  Balder  r.  Blackbom,  Brow'nl.79. 
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the  profits  of  all  lands^  tenements^  and  hereditaments^  of  such 
child  or  children^  and  also  the  custody,  tuition,  and  manage- 
ment, of  the  goods  chattels  and  personal  estate  of  such  child 
or  children,  till  their  respective  age  of  one-and-twenty  years> 
or  any  lesser  time,  according  to  such  disposition  therein 
aforesaid,  and  to  bring  such  action  or  actions  in  relation 
thereunto,  as  by  law  a  guardian  in  socage  might  do. 

The  act,  howeyer  (/),  does  not  affect  the  custom  of  the  city 
of  London,  nor  of  any  other  city  or  town  corporate,  or  of  the 
town  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  concerning  orphans. 

The  consequence  is,  that  aU  the  powers  which  were  vested 
in  guardian  in  socage  till  the  infantas  age  of  fourteen,  are 
now  exerciseable  by  the  testamentary  guardian,  the  period  of 
minority  being  extended  from  the  age  of  fourteen  to  that  of 
twenty-one  years  {ff). 

5thly.  Guardianship  by  election  arises  (so  far  as  our  subject 
is  concerned)  when  the  infiEmt,  being  seised  of  lands  holden 
in  socage,  has  attained  his  age  of  fourteen,  at  which  time 
guardianship  in  socage  ceases,  and,  being  unprovided  with  a 
guardian  by  his  father^s  will,  elects  some  person  to  fill  that 
office  till  he  attains  twenty-one.  And  this  he  is  capable  of 
doing  notwithstanding  his  infancy  (h).  This  species  of 
guardianship  is  of  the  same  nature,  and  has  the  same  office 
and  employment  assigned  to  it  by  law,  without  any  interven- 
tion or  direction  of  the  infant  himself,  as  guardianship  in 
socage  (i),  including,  it  should  seem,  a  like  power  of  demising 
the  ward^s  estate,  the  period  of  minority  existing  till  his  age 
of  twenty-one. 

6thly.  Guardianship  by  appointment  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor is  of  common  occurrence  (J),  though  by  what  right  the 

(/)  Sect  10.  S  Atk.  624.    1  Yes.  91. 

(^)  Bedell  v.€k)ii8table,yaQgh.  179.  .    (i)  Baconon  LeMes,  p.  138.   3  Atk. 

Roe  dem.  Parry  v.  Hodgson,  2  Wils.  704. 

129.    Shaw  V,  Shaw,  Yem.  &  Scriv.  (J)  2  Bla.  Com.  88.    Roach  v.  Gar- 

606.  van,  1  Yes.  159. 

(A)  1  Bla.  Com.  462.    Co.  Lit.  87,  b. 
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jurisdiction  was  originally  assumed  is  not  clearly  ascer- 
tained(A).  A  guardian  so  appointed  is  in  the  nature  of  a 
receiver  (Q;  and,  it  seems,  cannot  grant  leases  without  the 
sanction  of  the  court  (m). 

A  question  still  remains,  whether  a  lease  made  for  a  term 
which  must  necessarily  exceed  the  infant's  minority  is  abso- 
lutely void  ab  initio ;  or  valid  for  the  time  of  minority,  and 
void  for  the  excess ;  or  valid  for  the  minority,  and  voidable 
fbr  the  excess  by  the  ward  on  his  attaining  his  majority. 
The  court  in  Doe  dem.  Parry  v,  Hodgson  (n)  were  apparently 
of  opinion  that  the  lease  was  absolutely  void,  whether  for  the 
whole  term,  or  for  the  excess  only,  is  not  clear,  the  looseness 
of  the  report  admitting  of  either  construction ;  but  a  work  to 
which  the  profession  have  unanimously  deferred  as  one  of  the 
highest  credit  (o),  maintains,  that  such  lease  seems  not  to  be 
absolutely  void  by  the  infant's  coming  of  age,  but  only  void- 
able by  him  if  he  thiuks  fit ;  for,  according  to  the  same 
work,  it  is  not  derived  barely  out  of  the  int^^st  of  the  guar- 
dian, or  to  be  measured  thereby  (p),  but  takes  effect  also  by 
virtue  of  his  authority,  which  for  the  time  in  general  and 
absolute;  and,  therefore,  all  lawful  acts  done  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  that  authority  are  good,  and  may  subsiM;  after 
the  authority  itself  by  which  they  were  done  is  determined, 
and,  consequently,  the  infant  when  he  comes  of  age,  may  by 
acceptance  of  rent,  or  other  act,  if  he  thinks  fit,  make  such 
lease  good  and  unavoidable.  It  is  difficult  to  determine 
which  authority  is  entitled  to  greater  weight,  though  Bacon's, 
probably,  would  be  preferred  to  that  of  Wilson. 

If  there  are  two  infants,  I.  and  B.,  the  lease  may  safely  be 
granted  "  for  and  during  the  term  of  the  minority  of  the  said 
I.  and  Ti"     An  attempt  was  made  to  invalidate  a  lease 

(I)  See  Hugr.  note  16  to  Co.  Lit  And  see  Pigot  v.  Oanuah,  Cn>.  ELiz. 

88yb.;Midliacph0nononIn£uie7,p.95.  678.734. 

(0  Per  Patteeon,  J.y  in  Bex  v.  Sat-  (o)  Bacon  on  Leaaee,  p.  139.    Bae. 

ton,  8  Adol.  &  £U.  597.  606;  S.  C.  5  Ab.  Leaaee,  (I)  9. 

NeT.  &  Man.  358.  (p)  See  also  as  to  this  Mr.  Justice 

(m)  Macpherson  on  Infiancy,  p.  106.  Holroyd's  remark  in  Hill  v.  Saonders, 

(n)  2  WilB.  129.  135,  sup.  p.  373-4.  4  Bam.  &  Cres.  536.     Ante,  p.  377. 
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couched  in  these  terms^  which,  it  was  argued,  signified,  until 
both  of  them  the  said  I.  and  B.  should  attain  twenty- 
one,  and,  consequently,  would  extend  the  term  beyond 
the  minority  of  the  elder;  but  the  court  overruled  the 
objection  (g). 

The  various  matters  hitherto  noticed  in  this  division  are 
totally  independent  of  a  late  statute  (r),  by  which,  without 
abridging  the  then  existing  powers  of  guardians,  additional 
facilities  were  afforded  for  leasing  the  estates  of  infants,  with 
greater  security  to  the  lessees.  As  this  act  has  been  fully 
noticed  in  treating  of  leases  by  infants  («),  it  will  be  unneces- 
sary to  repeat  its  provisions  in  this  place. 

Unless  the  lease  be  made  in  pursuance  of  this  statute,  the 
name  of  the  guardian  should  be  used,  and  not  that  of  the 
infant  as  if  the  authority  were  derived  from  him  (/) ;  for  in 
that  case  the  deed  would  be  void,  as  an  infant  cannot  appoint 
an  attorney  to  pass  an  estate  (u). 

But  if  it  be  desirable  to  continue  the  leajse  beyond  the 
period  of  in£uicy,  the  infant  himself,  as  well  as  his  guardian, 
should  be  a  demising  party,  as  he  may  afterwards,  on  attain- 
ing twenty-one,  confirm  the  lessee's  interest,  an  in&nfs  lease, 
as  we  have  seen  {x),  being  voidable  only,  and  not  void. 

Until  lately,  to  enable  the  infant  to  bring  an  action  on  the 
covenants,  he  must  have  been  a  party  to  the  deed;  and, 
therefore,  in  a  late  case,  where  by  an  indenture  of  lease 
between  I.  and  C.  Drummond  of  the  first  part,  an  infant's 
guardian  of  the  second  part,  and  the  lessee  of  the  third  part, 
the  rent  was  reserved  to  the  infant,  and  the  covenants  were 
entered  into  with  the  infant  and  I.  and  C.  Drummond,  it  was 
held  that  an  action  of  covenant,  in  which  the  infant  was  a 
co-plaintiff  with  I.  Drummond  (who  survived  C.  Drummond), 
could  not  be  maintained  (jr) ;  but  by  a  recent  act  of  parlia- 

{q)  Shaw  V.  Shaw,  Vern.  &  Scriv.  (u)  Perk.  8.  139.    Combes's  case,  9 

607.  Co.  76,  b. 

(r)  11  Geo.  4  &  1  W.4.  c  66.  s.17.  (x)  Ante,  p.  30,  et  teq. 

(t)  Ante,  p.  84,  et  teq,  (y)  Lord  Southampton  v.  Brown,  6 

(0  Bacon  on  Leases,  p.  138.    Bae.  Barn.  &  Cres.  718. 
Ab.  Leases,  (I)  9. 
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ment  (z)  it  is  enacted  (a),  that  under  an  indenture  executed 
after  the  1st  of  October,  1845,  the  benefit  of  a  covenant 
respecting  any  tenements  or  hereditaments  may  be  taken, 
although  the  taker  thereof  be  not  named  a  party  to  the  same 
indenture.  It  will  be  remembered  that  this  act  has  no 
effect  on  leases  executed  before  the  day  named. 

If  the  guardian  take  a  bond  in  his  own  name  for  arrears  of 
rent  due  firom  the  tenants,  he  makes  the  debt  his  own  [b). 


xiv. — Assignees  of  Bankrupts. 

As  all  a  bankrupt's  estate,  and  all  powers  vested  in  him 
which  he  might  legally  execute  for  his  own  benefit,  (except 
the  right  of  nomination  to  any  vacant  ecclesiastical  benefice,) 
may  be  executed  by  the  assignees  for  the  benefit  of  the  credi- 
tors, as  the  bankrupt  might  have  executed  the  same  (c),  it 
follows  that  they  may  exercise  powers  of  leasing  vested  in  the 
bankrupt;  but  with  regard  to  his  estate,  as  distinguished 
from  hiapower,  their  duty  is  to  sell,  and  not  to  lease.  An 
appointment  by  the  bankrupt  in  the  interval  between  the  act 
of  bankruptcy  and  the  adjudication  is  void  (d),  provided  the 
fiat  issue  within  due  time  {e). 


XV. — Assignees  of  Insolvents. 

The  act  of  1  &  2  Vict.  (/),  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors, 
provided  {g),  that  all  powers  vested  in  any  such  prisoner  whose 
estate  should  by  an  order  thereunder  have  been  vested  in  the 
provisional  assignee  which  such  prisoner  might  legally  execute 
for  his  own  benefit,  (except  the  right  of  nomination  to  any 

(z)  8  &  9  Vict  c.  106.  Barn.  &  Aid.  93. 

(a)  Sect  5.  (e)  See  88.  81  and  86  of  6  Geo.  4. 

(6)  Wall  v.  Bnckley,  Rep.  in  Ch.  97.  c.  16. 

(c)  6  Geo.  4.  c.  16.  s.  77.  (/)  1  &  2  Vict  c.  110. 

(d)  Doe  dem.  Coleman  r.  Britain,  2  {g)  Sect  49. 
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vacant  ecclesiastical  benefice^)  should  be  vested  in  the  assignee 
or  assignees  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  such  prisoner 
by  virtue  of  the  act^  to  be  by  such  assignee  or  assignees 
executed  for  the  benefit  of  all  and  every  the  creditors  of  such 
prisoner  under  the  act^  in  such  manner  as  such  prisoner  might 
have  executed  the  same. 

And^  in  like  manner^  powers  vested  in  any  petitioner  for 
protection  firom  process  under  the  acts  of  6  &  6  Vict.  c.  116  {h), 
and  7  &  8  Vict.  c.  96  (i),  are  by  the  latter  act  (k)  vested  in 
his  assignees^  to  be  executed  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors, 
as  the  petitioner  might  have  executed  the  same. 

Independently,  however,  of  such  powers,  the  duty  of  the 
assignees  is,  as  in  cases  of  bankruptcy,  to  sell,  and  not  to 
lease,  the  insolvent's  property. 

In  the  case  of  Partington  v.  Woodcock  (/),  to  a  declaration 
in  an  action  of  debt  for  rent,  the  defendant  pleaded  that  before 
the  demise  the  plaintiff  took  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent 
debtors'  act,  and  that  all  his  estate,  right,  &c.,  in  the  premises 
became  vested  in  the  assignee,  and  that  after  the  plaintiff  had 
been  discharged,  and  after  the  making  of  the  demise  in  the 
declaration  mentioned,  (the  plaintiff  having  been  authorised 
and  permitted  by  the  assignee,  and  by  permission  of  the  court 
after  the  adjudication  and  discharge,  to  remain  in  the  posses- 
sion and  management  of  the  premises,  and  the  plaintiff  having 
been  also  authorised  and  permitted  by  the  said  assignee,  and 
by  the  permission  of  the  said  court,  to  make  the  said  demise 
of  the  said  premises  to  the  said  defendant,)  and  befoi^e  the 
rent  became  payable,  and  before  the  commencement  of  the 
suit,  the  defendant  received  firom  the  assignee  a  notice  and 
requisition  to  pay  the  rent  to  him,  and  that,  in  default  thereof, 
legal  proceedings  would  be  taken  by  the  assignee  against  the 
defendant  to  recover  such  rent;  by  reason  whereof  the 


(A)  5  &  6  Vict.  c.  116,  an  act  for  (h)  Sect  11. 

the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors.  (Q  Partington  v.  Woodeock,  6  Adol. 

(»)  7  &  8  Vict.  c.  96,  for  amending  &  EH.  6dO;  S.  C.  5  Nev.  &  Man.  672; 

the  law  of  insolvency,  bankruptcy,  and  1  Har.  &  Wol.  262. 
execution. 
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defendant  became  liable  to  pay  the  amount  to  the  assignee. 
And^  on  demurrer^  it  was  held  that  the  plea  conld  not  be 
maintained^  as  it  was  not  shown  how  the  old  tenancy  was 
determined,  and  a  new  one  between  the  assignee  and  defend- 
ant created.  The  defendant  had  leave  to  amend.  Patteson, 
J.,  said:  '"The  plea  here  states  that  the  assignee  gave  the 
defendant  notice  to  pay  him  all  the  rent  that  should  accrue 
in  respect  of  the  said  demised  premises,  and  under  and  by 
virtue  of  the  said  demise,  in  the  declaration  mentioned,  thus 
treating  the  previously  mentioned  demise  by  the  plaintiff  as 
still  subsisting.  Now,  if  that  demise  was  made  by  the  insol- 
vent in  his  own  name,  I  do  not  see  how  the  assignee  could 
come  in  as  landlord,  except  by  putting  an  end  to  the  demise, 
and  commendng  a  new  tenancy.  I  do  not  see  how  the  rent 
claimed  by  the  assignee  could  be  rent  claimed  under  '  the 
said  demise.'  Unless  the  previous  demise  is  put  an  end  to, 
you  make  the  assignee  or  mortgagee  constructively  party  to 
a  demise  between  others''  (m). 


XVI. — Committees  of  Lunatics. 

For  the  law  on  this  branch  of  our  subject  the  reader  is 
referred  to  a  previous  part  of  the  work  (n)  where  the  subject 
has  been  noticed. 


XVII. — Lords  of  Manors^  as  to  Wastes. 

A  custom  for  the  lord  of  a  manor  to  grant  leases  of  the 
waste  without  restriction  cannot  be  supported,  as  it  would 
enable  him  to  annihilate  the  right  of  common  altogether  (o). 
But  by  13  Geo.  3.  c.  81  (p),  lords  of  manors  were  empowered  (q) 

(m)  See  farther  on  this  pointy  ante,  (  p)  13  Geo.  3.  e.  81,  entitied  «  An 

p.  1 65 ;  Leases  by  Mortgagor  and  Mort-  Act  for  the  better  cultivation,  improve- 

gsgee.  ment,  and  regulation,  of  the  common 

(n)  Ante,  p.  87.  arable  fidds,  wastes,  and  commons  of 

<o)  Badger  V.  Ford,  8  Bam.  ft  Aid.  pasture,  in  this  kingdom.** 
153.    And  aee  Arlott  v,  EDis,  7  Bam.  {q)  Sect.  14. 

&Gres.84$. 
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with  the  consent  of  three-fourths  of  the  persons  having  right 
of  oonunon  upon  the  waste  and  commons^  to  demise  or  lease, 
for  any  term  or  number  of  years  not  exceeding  four  years, 
any  part  of  such  wastes  and  commons  not  exceeding  a  twelfth 
part  thereof,  for  the  best  and  most  improved  yearly  rent  that 
could  by  public  auction  be  got  for  the  same;  and  it  was 
enacted  (r)  that  the  clear  net  rents  reserved  by  any  such  lease 
or  leases  should  be  applied  in  the  draining,  fencing,  or  other- 
wise improving,  of  the  residue  of  such  wastes  and  commons. 


xviii. — T%e  Allotment  Wardens, 

A  recent  act  of  parliament  {s)  for  facilitating  the  inclosure 
and  improvement  of  commons  and  lands  held  in  common,  has 
provided  (/),  that  the  allotment  which  upon  any  inclosure 
under  its  provisions  {u)  shall  be  made  for  the  labouring  poor 
shall  be  under  the  management  of  the  incumbent  of  the 
parish  or  ecclesiastical  district  in  which  such  allotment  shall 
be  situate,  or  the  officiating  minista*  for  the  time  being 
nominated  by  the  incumbent  for  that  purpose,  the  church- 
warden, if  there  be  but  one,  or  if  there  be  more  than  one, 
one  of  the  churchwardens  for  the  time  being  of  such  parish, 
and  two  other  persons  who  shall  be  rated  to  the  relief  of  the 
poor  in  such  parish;  and  that  such  churchwarden,  where 
there  is  more  than  one  churchwarden,  shall  be  yearly  named, 
and  that  such  two  other  persons  shall  be  yearly  chosen  and 
appointed,  at  the  same  time,  and  by  the  same  persons,  and  in 
the  same  manner,  as  the  overseers  of  the  poor  for  such  parish 
shall  be  chosen  and  appointed,  and  shall  continue  in  office  in 
like  manner  imtil  the  next  appointment  of  overseers,  or  until 
others  are  named  and  chosen  and  appointed  in  their  stead ; 
and  that  such  incumbent  or  officiating  minister,  churchwar- 
den, and  two  other  persons,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be 
styled  "  The  Allotment  Wardens "  of  the  parish,  and  shall 


(r)  Same  section. 
(«)  8&  9  Vict,  c  118. 

VOL.  I. 


(0  Sect.  108. 
(tt)  See  sect.  31. 
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manage  and  let  the  said  allotment  aa  after  provided;  and  that 
aU  things  by  the  act  authorised  to  be  done  by  the  allotment 
wardens  may  be  done  by  any  two  of  them;  and  that,  in  the 
event  of  the  death  or  retirement  from  office  of  any  one  or 
more  of  them,  the  surviving  or  oontinmng  wardens  may  act 
as  if  no  snch  vacancy  had  happened. 

And  also  (a?),  that  the  allotment  wardens  shall  from  time 
to  time  let  the  allotment  under  their  management  in  gardens 
not  exceeding  a  quarter  of  an  acre  each  to  such  poor  inhabit- 
ants of  the  parish  for  one  year,  or  from  year  to  year,  at  such 
rents,  payable  at  such  times,  and  on  such  terms  and  condi- 
tions, not  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  the  act,  as  they 
shall  think  fit:  provided  always,  that  the  commissioners  (y) 
may  frame  such  regulations,  not  inconsistent  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act,  for  the  letting  of  such  allotments  as  therein 
aforesaid,  as  they  may  think  advisable,  and  that  such  regula- 
tions shall  be  obhgatory  on  the  allotment  wardens  during 
five  years  from  the  date  thereof,  or  during  such  shorter  period 
as  the  commissioners  shall  direct:  provided  also,  that  the 
gardens  so  to  be  let  shall  be  let  free  of  all  tithe  or  tithe  rent- 
charge  (if  any), rates,  taxes,  and  assessments  whatsoever;  and 
shall  before  the  first  letting  thereof,  and  once  at  least  in 
every  ten  years  after  such  first  letting,  be  valued  by  a  com- 
petent person  to  be  appointed  by  the  allotment  wardens  for 
that  purpose,  who  shall  estimate  the  fiill  rent  which  the  same 
would  be  worth  to  be  let  by  the  year  for  farming  purposes, 
all  tithes,  or  tithe  rent-charge,  rates,  taxes,  and  assessments, 
being  borne  by  the  landlord,  and  shall  verify  such  valuation 
by  solemn  declaration  under  the  statute;  and  that  the  rent 
at  which  the  same  gardens  respectively  shall  be  let  shall  be 
not  below  the  full  yearly  value  of  the  land  according  to  the 
last  of  such  valuations ;  and  that  the  allotment  wardens  shaD, 
for  the  purposes  of  all  rates  and  taxes,  be  deemed  the  occu- 
piers of  such  allotment,  and  shall  pay  all  rates  and  taxes. 


(x)  Sect  109.  aoners   for   England    and    Wales/ 

(y)  Styled  **  The  Indosure  CommiB-      Sect  2. 
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tithes^  and  tithe  rent*cliarge  (if  any),  in  respect  thereof: 
pjovided  always,  that  no  building  whatsoever  shall,  under 
any  such  letting,  or  otherwise,  on  any  pretence,  be  erected 
for  or  used  as  a  dwelling  on  any  such  garden,  or  on  any  part 
of  any  such  allotment;  and  that  in  case  any  such  building  shall 
be  erected  or  used  contrary  thereto,  the  allotment  wardens 
shall  forthwith  pull  down  the  same,  and  sell  and  dispose  of 
the  materials  thereof;  and  that  the  produce  of  such  sale  shall 
be  applicable  in  like  manner  as  the  rents  of  such  gardens. 

And  further  (^r),  that  if  the  rent  reserved  upon  the  letting 
of  any  garden  by  the  allotment  wardens  shall  at  any  time  be 
in  arrear  for  forty  days,  or  if  at  any  time  during  the  tenancy, 
being  not  less  than  three  calendar  months  after  the  com- 
mencement thereof,  it  shall  appear  to  the  allotment  wardens 
that  the  occupier  of  such  garden  shall  not  have  duly  observed 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  his  tenancy,  or  shall  have  gone 
to  reside  more  than  one  mile  out  of  the  parish,  then  they 
shall  serve  a  notice  upon  such  occupier,  or,  in  case  he  shall 
have  gone  to  reside  out  of  the  parish,  shall  affix  the  same  to 
the  door  of  the  church  of  the  parish,  determining  the  tenancy 
at  the  expiration  of  one  month  after  such  notice  shall  have 
been  so  served  or  affixed ;  and  it  is  declared  that  thereupon 
such  tenancy  shall  be  determined  accordingly:  provided 
always,  that  in  every  such  case  the  allotment  wardens,  or 
their  incoming  tenant,  shall  pay  to  the  occupier  whose 
tenancy  shall  have  been  so  determined  a  fSair  recompense  in 
money  for  any  crops  (not  being  crops  prohibited  by  the  terms 
of  such  tenancy)  which  may  be  growing  on  such  garden  at 
the  time  of  such  determination,  and  for  any  manure  left  on 
such  garden,  or  any  benefit  accruing  from  the  manuring  of 
such  garden  to  the  wardens  or  their  incoming  tenant;  and 
that  the  justices  to  whom  application  may  be  made  for  a 
warrant  to  give  possession  of  such  garden  shall  settle  the 
amount  of  such  recompense,  in  case  the  parties  differ  about 
the  same,  and  stay  the  execution  of  such  warrant  until  the 

(2)  Sect  110. 

c  c  2 
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same  shall  have  been  paid  or  tendered^  or^  in  case  such  occu- 
pier be  absent^  until  the  payment  thereof  shall  have  been 
secured  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  justices. 

It  is  also  enacted  {a),  that  in  case^  upon  the  determination 
of  any  such  tenancy  as  therein  aforesaid^  the  occupier  of  any 
such  garden  shall  refuse  to  quit  and  deliver  up  possession 
thereof  or  if  any  other  person  shall  unlawfully  enter  upon, 
take,  or  hold  possession  of^  any  such  garden,  or  of  any  part  of 
such  allotment,  the  allotment  wardens  may  recover  possession 
according  to  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  act  of  1  &  2  Vict, 
c.  74  {b),  in  such  and  the  same  manner  as  if  the  same  wardens 
were  landlords  or  a  landlord,  and  as  if  such  overholding  occu- 
pier or  other  person  were  a  tenant  neglecting  or  refusing  to 
quit  and  deliver  up  possession,  within  the  meaning  of  that  act. 

And  moreover  (c),  that  all  rents  payable  in  respect  of  the 
allotment  imder  the  management  of  the  allotment  wardens 
shall  be  payable  to  such  wardens,  who  shall  have  the  same 
remedies  for  recovery  thereof  by  distress  and  otherwise  as  if 
the  legal  estate  of  and  in  such  allotment  were  vested  in  them 
under  the  act  [i,e.,  of  8  &  9  Vict.  C.  118] ;  and  that  such  rents 
shall  be  applicable,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  payment  of  all 
rates,  taxes,  tithes,  tithe  rent-charge,  and  of  the  rent-charge 
charged  on  such  allotment  under  its  provisions,  and  of  all 
expenses  incurred  by  the  allotment  wardens  in  the  execution 
of  their  trusts  and  powers  under  it ;  and  that  the  residue,  if 
any,  of  such  rents  shall  be  paid  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor, 
in  aid  of  the  poor  rates  of  the  parish,  and  be  applicable  in  the 
same  manner  as,  and  subject  to  all  the  provisions  concerning, 
the  moneys  assessed  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 


(a)  Sect  111.  min&iioii  of  the  tenancy,**  noticed  in 

(6)  1  &  2  Vict  c  74,  entitled  «  An  the  Seventh  Part  of  this  Work. 

Act  to  facilitate  the  recovery  of  pos-  (c)  Sect.  112. 

session  of  tenements  after  dne  deter- 
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XIX. — Receivers, 

A  receiver  in  Chancery  may  make  a  lease  under  the  direc* 
tion  of  the  court,  but  not  otherwise  {d) ;  and  may  distrain  in 
his  own  name  for  the  rent  reserved  to  him  (e).  Of  course  he 
must  obtain  the  most  advantageous  terms  (/).  It  is  the 
present  practice  {ff)j  in  every  order  directing  the  appointment 
of  a  receiver  of  a  landed  estate,  to  insert  a  direction,  that  such 
receiver  shall  manage,  as  well  as  set  and  let,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Master ;  and  in  acting  under  such  an  order  it  is 
not  necessary  to  present  a  petition  to  the  court  in  the  first 
instance;  but  the  Master,  without  special  order,  will  receive 
any  proposal  for  the  management  or  letting  of  the  estate  for 
the  parties  interested,  and  will  make  his  report  thereon,  which 
report,  however,  must  be  submitted  to  the  court  for  confirma- 
tipn  ill  the  same  manner  as  was  formerly  done  with  respect 
to  reports  on  such  matters  made  upon  special  reference; 
and  imtil  such  report  be  confirmed,  it  will  not  give  any 
authority  to  the  receiver.  In  a  case  (A)  where  there  was  an 
infant  remainder-man,  the  court  refused  an  application,  at 
the  instance  of  the  receiver  in  the  cause,  (a  creditors'  suit,) 
for  ^  reference  to  the  Master  to  inquire  whether  it  would  be 
for  the  benefit  of  the  parties  interested  in  the  suit  that  the 
receiver  should  let  the  premises ;  the  object  in  fact  being  to 
enable  the  receiver  to  make  leases  to  bind  the  infant  re- 
mainder-man: the  Yice-Chancellor  said  that  he  recollected  no 
instance  in  which  the  court  had  assumed  such  a  jurisdiction. 


(d)  Morris  v,  Elme,  I  Ves.  jaii«  139. 
Dumford  v.  Lane,  24  Jan.  1806,  cited, 
2  Madd.  Ch.  Pr.  244.    Cooke  v.  Cooke, 

2  MoL  371, 

(e)  Dancer  v.  HiwtingB,  4  Bing.  2; 
S.  C.  12  Mo.  34.  And  see  further,  as 
to  distresses  by  receivers,  Griffith  v. 
Griffith,  2  Ves.  401.    Pitt  v,  Snowden, 

3  Atk.  750.  5  Borr.  2698.  Hughes 
V.  Hughes,  1  Ves.  jun.  161;  S.  C.  3 
Dro.  C.  C.  87.    Bennett  v.  Robins,  5 


Car.  &  Pa.  379.  Shelly  v.  Pelham,  1 
Dick.  120.  Mitchel  v.  Duke  of  Man- 
chester, 2  Dick.  787.  Brandon  v. 
Brandon,  5  Madd.  473.  Ward  v.  Shaw, 
9  Bmg.  608;  S.  C.  2  Mo.  &  Sc.  756. 

(/)  Wynne  v.  Lord  Newborough, 
1  Ves.  jun.  164;  S.  C.  3  Bro.  C.  C.  88. 

(g)  No.  54  of  Orders  in  Chancery, 
of  3  April,  1828  (9  Geo.  4). 

(h)  Gibbins  r.  HoweU,  3  Madd.  469. 
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When  the  estates  lie  in  India,  it  is  the  usual  conise  to 
appoint  some  person  in  this  country  to  be  receiver^  and  for 
him  to  appoint  his  own  agent  in  India;  and,  to  prevent  the 
necessity  of  applying  from  time  to  time  for  permission  to  let, 
the  Master  must  inquire  what  should  be  the  term  beyond 
which  the  receiver  should  not  be  permitted  to  let  (f). 

If  a  receiver  be  appointed,  and  the  owner  of  the  estate  be 
in  possession  of  part  of  the  premises,  application  should  be 
made  to  the  Master  that  the  owner  be  ordered  to  deliver 
possession  to  the  receiver  {k) .  Without  application,  the  receiver 
cannot  in  any  case  turn  out  the  tenants,  nor  raise  their  rents 
upon  slight  groimds  (/)• 


XX. — Bailiffs. 

A  mere  bailifp  cannot  lease  his  employer's  lands  otherwise 
than  at  will  (m) ;  but  a  power  may  be  conferred  on  him  for 
the  purpose. 

XXI. — Agents, 

An  agreement  for  a  lease  made  with  an  agent  who  acts 
under  a  power  of  attorney,  and  a  lease  executed  by  such 
agent  in  pursuance  of  the  agreement  will  efPectually  bind  the 
principal  (n) .  But  if  a  party  dealing  with  an  agent  for  a  lease, 
and  having  full  knowledge  that  the  principal  intends  the 
ground  to  be  let  for  building  only,  take  an  agreement  which 
does  not  contain  a  covenant  to  build,  nor  a  single  stipulation 
with  regard  to  building,  he  cannot  enforce  a  specific  per- 
formance of  such  agreement  against  the  principal  (o), 

(t)  V,  Lindsey,  15  Yes.  91.  Anon.  Mo.  70.  pL  191.    Anon.  Hntt 

(ir)  Griffith  v,  Griffith,  2  Vw.  401.  16.     Knipe  v.  Pahner,  2  Wib.  16. 

(0  Wynne  v.  Lord  Newboroagh,  1  (n)  Hamflton  v,  CUuiricarde,  5  Bro. 

Ves.  jnn.  164;  S.  C.  3  Bro.  C.  C.  88.  P.  C.  547;  TomL  cd.  voL  1,  p.  341 ; 

(m)  Shopland  v.  Rydler,  or  Royd-  Jonr.  toL  30,  p.  193. 

ler,  Cro.  Jac  55.  98;  S.  C,  nom.  Shop-  (o)  Helaham  v.  Laogley,  1  Yo.  ft 

land  V,  Radler,  Ow.  1 15.    Gybson,  or  Col  V.  C  1 75. 
Gybbe,  v.  Searla,  Cro.  Jac.  84-5. 176-8. 
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If  a  person^  at  the  time  of  entering  into  an  agreement  for 
a  lease^  be  acting  as  the  agent  of  another  in  negotiating  for 
the  lease^  it  is  not  material  whether  at  that  moment  he 
intends  the  agreement  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  his  principal 
or  his  own;  because  in  either  case  the  principal  will  be  enti- 
tled^ as  against  him^  to  the  benefit  of  the  contract  (p) . 

Where  an  agent  had  an  authority  to  grant  leases  from 
three  only  of  four  tenants  in  common^  and  he  granted  a  lease 
to  the  land-steward  of  the  property  demised,  professedly  by 
virtue  of  a  power  granted  to  him  by  the  four,  the  court 
decreed  it  to  be  set  aside  {q). 

In  dealing  with  an  agent,  the  agre^nent  or  lease  should  be 
made  as  the  instrument  of  the  principal,  his  name  should  be 
used  as  the  granting  party,  and  the  deed  dehVered  as  his 
lease  (r).  Nor  is  an  agent  of  the  crown  distinguishable  in 
this  respect  from  an  agent  of  a  subject  {s) ;  nor  a  parol  con- 
tract from  an  instrument  under  seal  (/).  By  neglecting  this 
caution  the  agent  may  render  himself  personally  responsible 
for  the  fulfilment  of  the  contract,  or  performance  of  the 
cevenants  .  contained  in  the  lease,  although  he  expressly 
describe  himself  as  an  agent  for  another  («). 

If  a  tenant  take  possession  under  an  instrument  professing 
to  be  a  lease  made  in  the  agent's  name,  he  may  be  evicted 


(  p)  Taylor  v.  Salmon,  4  M7I.  &  Cr. 
134.  Lees  v,  Nuttall,  1  Ruas.  &  MyL 
53;  affirmed  by  Lord  Brougham,  on 
appeal,  2  Myl.&K.  819. 

(g)  Ro86iter  v.  Walsh,  2  Con.  & 
Law.  563;  S.  C.  4  Dru.  &  War.  485. 

(r)  Comhes's  case,  9  Co.  77,  a. 
D'Abridgcourfe  v.  Ashley,  Mo.  818. 
Reynold  v.  Kingman,  Cro.  Eliz.  115. 
Gilby  V,  Copley,  3  Lev.  140.  Frontin 
V.  Small,  2  Stra.  705;  S.  C.  2  Ld. 
Raym.  1418.  WUks  v.  Back,  2  East, 
142.  White  v.  Cuyler,  6  Term  Rep. 
176-7;  S.  C.  1  Esp.  200.  Berkeley  v. 
Hardy,  5  Bam.  &  Cres.  355;  S.  C.  8 
Dow.  &  Ry.  102. 

(«)  Anon.  Mo.  70.  pL  191.  As  to 
leases  by  the  crown,  see  ante,  p.  184. 


The  conmuBsioners  of  woods  and  forests 
contracting  for  leases  of  crown  lands 
are  expressly  indenmiAed  firom  personal 
liabiUty  by  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  s.  17.  See 
ante,  p.  199. 

(t)  Norton  v.  Huron,  1  Ry.  Sl  Moo. 
229;  S.  C.  1  Car.  &  Pa.  648. 

(«)  Ibid.  And  see  Wilks  v.  Back, 
2  East,  142.  Appleton  v.  Binks,  5 
East,  148;  S.  C.  1  Smith,  361.  Burrell 
V.  Jones,  3  Bam.  &,  Aid.  47.  Iveson 
V.  Conington,  1  Bam.  Sl  Cres.  160. 
Berkeley  v.  Hardy,  5  Bam.  &  Cres. 
355;  S.  C.  8  Dow.  8l  Ry.  102.  Cass 
V.  Radde,  2  Vem.  280;  S.  C.  1  Eq.  Ca. 
Ab.  25.  pL  8.  Kendray  v.  Hodgson, 
5  Esp.  228. 
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by  the  principal^  the  instrument  being  void  as  a  lease  {x) ; 
but,  entering  under  colour  of  title,  he  holds  in  the  interval  as 
a  tenant-<at-will  (y). 

No  particular  form  of  expression  is  required,  provided  the 
act  be  performed  in  the  name  of  the  principal.  Howeyer, 
the  lease  is  usually  made  '^between  A.  B.  [the  lessor],  of  &c., 
by  C.  D.,  of  &c.,  his  attorney  for  this  purpose  lawfully  autho- 
rised, of  the  one  part,  and  the  lessee  of  the  other  part;  and 
concludes  thus:  ''In  witness  whereof  the  said  [lessor],  by  the 
said  C.  D.  his  attorney,  hath  hereunto  set  his  hand  ipid  seal  8^* 

/^  ^  A.  B.  [The  licssor] 

Seal,  j  by 

N y  C,  D.  [The  Attorney]'' 

The  power  does  not  admit  of  delegation :  Delegatus  non 
potest  delegare  (z). 

It  is  apprehended  that  a  lease  made  by,  and  in  the  name 
of,  the  agent,  reserving  rent  to  the  principal,  and  executed 
by  both  agent  and  principal  would  not  be  binding  on  the 
latter,  at  law,  except  so  far  as  he  would  be  liable  on  the 
covenants  entered  into  by  him  (a).  On  the  other  hand,  if 
the  instrument,  being  inter  partes,  the  agent  of  the  one  part, 
and  lessee  of  the  other,  purport  to  be  a  denuse  by  the  prin- 
cipal, and  the  rent  be  reserved  to  him,  i^d  the  coyenants 
be  expressed  to  be  between  him  and  the  lessee,  but  the  deed 
be  executed  by  the  agent  in  his  own  name,  and  by  the  lessee 
only,  the  principal  cannot  support  an  action  of  covenant 
against  the  lessee  (6),  unless  the  indenture  be  executed  after 
the  1st  of  October,  1845,  in  which  case  the  benefit  of  a  con- 
dition or  coveuant  respecting  any  tenements  or  hereditaments 
may  be  taken,  although  the  taker  thereof  be  not  named  a 
party  to  the  same  indenture  (c). 


(x)  Anon.  Mo.  70.  pL  191.  D'Abridg-  And  aee  Barren  v,  Jones,  S  Bam.  & 

court  V.  Ashley,  Mo.  818.    Reynold  v.  Aid.  47. 
Kingman,  Gro.  Elia.  115.  (h)  Berkeley  v.  Hardy,  5  Bam.  & 

(y)  Ibid.  Ores.  355;  S.  C.  8  Dow.  &  Ry.  102. 

(2)  Combes's  case,  9  Co.  75,  b.  (c)  8  &  9  Vict  c.  106.  s.  5. 

(a)  Grenefield  v.  Strech,  2  Dy.  1 32,a. 
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An  agent  appointed  simply  to  contract  for  the  granting  of 
a  lease  need  not  be  authorised  in  writing  {d),  under  the  4th 
section  of  the  statute  of  frauds  (e) .  But  an  appointment  under 
seal  is  indispensable  where  his  authority  extends  to  the  exe- 
cution of  a  deed  {/),  or,  it  is  submitted^  to  the  demise  of  an 
incorporeal  hereditament^  which  cannot  be  granted  otherwise 
than  by  deed. 

A  person  cannot  by  will  authorise  his  executor  to  make 
leases  in  the  name  of  the  devisee  of  the  estate  {g). 

Where  one  devised  that  his  son  should  have  the  land  at 
his  age  of  twenty-four^  and  that  his  executor  should  repair 
his  houses^  and  have  the  oversight  and  doing  or  dealing  of 
all  his  lands  and  goods  until  such  age^  some  difference  of 
opinion  prevailed  on  the  bench  whether  the  executor  took 
an  interest  in  the  land,  or  an  authority  only ;  Fenner  and 
Yelverton,  relying  on  a  case  in  Dyer  (A),  held  that  no  interest 
passed;  Williams  and  Popham  thought  that  an  interest  did 
pass,  Williams  conceiving  that  he  had  an  estate  on  a  limita- 
tion to  be  determined  at  the  son's  age  of  twenty-four;  but  it 
was  unanimously  agreed,  that,  whether  an  interest  passed  to 
him  or  not,  a  demise  made  by  the  executor  determined  on 
the  death  of  the  son  under  the  age  of  twenty-four  years  (t). 


(d)  Coles  V,  TreooUiick)  9  Ves.  234. 
250.  CHnaQ  v.  Cooke,  1  Scho.  &  Lef. 
22.  31.  Boyland  v.  Warner,  1  Hay. 
Sl  Jo.  79.  88. 

(e)  29  Car.  2.  c.  3. 

(/  )  Horseley  v.  Rush,  cited,  7  Term 
Bep.  209.  White  v.  Cuyler,  6  Term 
Rep.  176;  S.C.  1  £6p.200.  Berkeley 
V.  Hardy,  Bup.  Williams  v.  Walsby, 
4  Esp.  220.    Steiglitz  v,  Eggington,  1 


Holt's  N.  P.  C.  141. 

(g)  Pigot  V.  Garnish,  Cro.  Eliz.  678. 
734. 

(A)  Anon.  Dy.  26,  b.  pL  (170). 

(t)  Carpenter  v.  Colins,  or  Collins 
Yelv.  73;  S.  C. Mo.  774;  1  BrownL  88. 
Moore  reports  that  he  died  under  24. 
Yelverton  and  Brownlow  say  that  that 
fact  was  not  found  by  the  jury. 
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XXII. — Donees  of  Power  of  Leasing. 

Ist^  As  to  the  nature  and  design  of  the  power. 

Every  well-prepared  settlement  and  will  of  real  estate,  un- 
less its  value  be  inconsiderable,  or  the  drcoinstances  of  the 
case  do  not  require  it,  contains  a  power  of  leasing.  ''  Of  all 
kinds  of  powers/'  said  Lord  Mansfield  {k),  "tins  is  the  most 
firequent.  For  the  encouragement  of  fiEurmers  to  occupy, 
stock,  and  improve  the  land,  it  is  necessary  that  they  should 
have  some  permanent  interest.  Unless  the  owner  of  the 
estate  for  life  were  enabled  to  make  a  permanent  lease  lie 
could  not  enjoy  to  the  best  advantage  during  his  own  time ; 
and  they  who  come  after  must  suffer  by  the  land  being  un- 
tenanted, out  of  repair,  and  in  bad  condition.  The  plan  of 
this  power  is  for  the  mutual  advantage  of  possessor  and  suc- 
cessor. The  execution  thereof  is  checked  with  many  condi- 
tions, to  guard  the  successor,  that  the  annual  revenue  shall 
not  be  diminished,  nor  those  in  succession  or.  remainder  at 
all  prejudiced  in  point  of  remedy,  or  other  circumstances  of 
full  and  ample  enjoyment.  There  are  two  methods  of  leasing 
common  in  this  kingdom :  at  the  best  rent,  and  upon  fines, 
which,  as  the  lives  or  leases  drop,  are  considered  among  the 
annual  profits.''  To  render  a  lease  by  a  tenant  for  life, 
jointress,  tenant  in  tail  (/),  or  other  person  having  only  a 
limited  interest,  an  available  estate  against  a  remainder-man 
or  reversioner,  a  power  of  leasing  must  be  expressly  given  or 
reserved :  it  cannot  arise  by  implication  (m). 

The  design  and  object  of  the  power  are  affected  by  various 
considerations.  Sometimes  it  is  conferred  on  the  respective 
tenants  for  life,  or  tenants  in  tail  themselves ;  sometimes  on 
one  or  more  of  them ;  sometimes  on  trustees,  or  releasees  to 

(J;)  Taylor  dem.  AtkynB  v.  Horde,  tiie  proviaioiifl  of  the  late  FineB  and 

1  Burr.  120-1.    And  see  Campbell  v.  Recoveries  Abolition  Act,  3  &  4  W.  4. 

Leach,    2  AmbL  748.      Shannon    v,  c  74;  as  to  which,  see  ante,  p.  86. 

Bradstreet,  1  Scho.  &.  Lef.  61.  (m)  Roe  dem.  Dnke  of  BoHon  v. 

(0  Unless  tenant  in  tail  comply  with  Grantham,  3  Burr.  1259. 


r" 
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Qses^  to  be  exercised  with  the  consent  of  the  tenant  for  life, 
or  tenant  in  tail,  for  the  time  being ;  or,  in  the  discretion  of 
snch  trustees  or  releasees  during  the  minority  of  children ; 
and  authorises,  according  to  the  intention,  leases  for  occupa- 
tion, or  for  building,  mining,  or  agricultural  purposes.  The 
conditions  which  it  maybe  deemed  advisable  to  attach  to  the 
exercise  of  the  power  are  of  course  discretionary  in  the 
donor;  but  experience  has  proved  the  expediency  of  some 
restraints  of  general  application,  from  which,  in  ordinary 
cases  of  practice,  it  is  not  advisable  to  depart.  The  law, 
however,  wiU  reject  a  qualification  which  tends  to  the  destruc- 
tion  of  the  power  itself;  for  example :  if  there  be  a  power  to 
make  a  lease  of  a  manor,  or  of  any  part  thereof,  so  as  the 
ancient  rent  be  reserved,  yet  the  donee  may  by  virtue  of  this 
power  make  a  lease  of  the  services,  parcel  of  the  manor,  upon 
which  no  rent  can  be  reserved,  otherwise  the  express  power 
would  be  defeated  (n). 

£ndly.  As  to  the  instrument  creating  the  power. 

As  every  covenant  to  stand  seised  requires  a  consideration 
of  blood  or  marriage  (o),  it  follows  that  a  general  power  of 
leasing  created  by  that  assurance  cannot  be  supported  at  law, 
as  the  power  might  be  exercised  in  &vor  of  a  person  not 
within  the  range  of  the  consideration  {p).  It  is  void  though 
reserved  to  the  covenantor  himself  (g).  The  fact  of  the  ap- 
pointment by  way  of  lease  being  made  to  the  son,  daughter, 
or  other  person  of  the  blood,  of  the  covenantor  makes  no 


(n)  Garth.  429;  cited  with  approba- 
tion by  Lord  Mansfield  in  Goodtitle 
dem.  CSarges  V.  Funucan,  2  DougL  674. 

(o)  2  Bla.  Com.  388. 

(p)  Mildma/a  ease,  1  Co.  175,  a.; 
S.  C.,  nom.  Miidway  v.  Standish,  Mo. 
144;  cited.  Mo.  372;  S.  C.  Jenk.  Cent 
247,  case  86;  Cro.  Eliz.  84,  but  this 

point  not  noticed.    Chute  v. y  1 

Ler.  80;  S.  C,  nom.  Lady  Dacres  if. 
Hazel,  1  Keb.  84.  Pme  v.  Pine,  2 
Keb.  809.  8  Salk.  385.  Croee  if. 
Barae,  RoL  Ab.  Powen,  pi.  1.    CrooB 


t'.  Faostenditch,  Cro.  Jac.  180.  Bolls 
V.  Winton,  Noy,  122.  Sharington's 
case,  cited,  Gouldsb.  178.  pi.  106. 
Baynes  v,  Belson,  T.  Raym.  247. 
Prince  v.  Oreen,  cited,  1  Ch.  Ca.  161; 
8  Ch.  Ca.  91.  Anon.  Freem.  Ch.  by 
Hot.  85,  case  93.  Goodtitle  v.  Pettoe, 
fitzgib.  299;  S.  C.  2  Stra.  934;  2 Bar- 
nard. B.  R.  10.  90. 142.  PigoVs  case, 
Gary,  41.    Anon.  Cary^  80. 

iq)  Baynes  v.Belson,  T.Raym.  247 
Warwick  v.  Grerrard,  2  Vem.  7. 
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difference  (r) ;  and,  therefore,  a  particular  ayerment  that  the 
lessee  is  of  kin  to  the  lessor  is  inadmissible  («).  The  original 
intention  being  to  demise  generally,  the  power  is  Toid  ab 
initio  {fj. 

It  is  otherwise  if  the  power  expressly  confine  the  leases  to 
be  made  in  pursuance  of  it  to  persons  within  the  original 
consideration  (k). 

So  again,  there  is  a  difference  where  the  consideration  is 
general,  as,  ''for  divers  good  causes  and  considerations,'^  and 
the  covenant  is  in  favor  of  a  person  certain  of  the  covenantor's 
blood;  and  when  the  consideration  is  genera],  and  the  person 
is  uncertain.  In  the  former  case,  an  averment  of  kindred  is 
allowed,  in  the  latter,  it  is  not  {x) ;  though  in  the  early  case 
of  Prince  v.  Green  (y),  where  one  covenanted  to  stand  seised 
to  the  use  of  himself  for  life,  remainder  to  his  eldest  son, 
with  power  to  himself  to  lease  a  small  part  for  forty  years, 
which  he  accordingly  afterwards  exercised,  for  the  benefit  of 
a  younger  child,  relief  was  given  in  Chancery ;  because  the 
son  claimed  by  the  same  conveyance  by  which  the  power  was 
limited;  and  the  conveyance  was  intended  to  have  been  by 
livery,  but  that  the  £Either  was  advised  that  a  covenant  to 
stand  seised  would  be  equally  efficacious;  and  the  law  in 
Mildmay's  case  had  been  but  lately  adjudged;  so  that 
neither  the  party  nor  his  counsel  was  aware  that  such  power 
was  not  warranted  by  law.  And  in  a  later  case  (z),  where 
leases  were  made  by  virtue  of  such  a  power.  Lord  Elsmere 
made  a  decree  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  lessees. 

Similar  restrictions  are  attached  to  powers  of  leasing  in 
bargains  and  sales  enrolled,  where  the  necessary  consideration 
is  money  or  money's  worth  (a).    And,  therefore,  if  a  man,  in 

(r)  Mildmay's  ease,  sop.    Goodtitle  And  see  Bedell's  casey  7  Co.  39.  40. 

V.  Pettoe,  sap.  <y)  Prinoe  v.  Green,  or  Chandler,  40 

(f)  lUd.  Elix.,  cited,  1  Ch.  Ca.  161.  268;  3  Ch. 

(0  lUd.  Ca.  91. 

(«)  See  cases  cttod,  sop.,  note  (p).  (2)  Anon.  Freem.  Ch.  85.  pL  93. 

Goodtitle  v.  Pettoe^  sop.    Fitigib.  801 .  (a)  1  Co.  1 76,  a. 

(x)  Mildmay's  case,  1  Co.  176,  b. 


Ch.  T.  s.  IV.]  WHO  lessors: — DONBES  OP  POWER. 


897 


consideration  of  ten  shillings  paid  by  the  bargainee^  make  a 
bargain  and  sale  to  him  for  life^  with  a  general  power  of 
leasing^  an  appointee  of  the  term  under  the  power  cannot 
support  the  appointment^  as  the  consideration^  which  alone 
could  raise  a  use  in  his  favor^  did  not  spring  from  him  {b). 
Where  the  appointee  is  specially  named  in  the  bargain  and 
sale  as  the  party  in  whose  favor  the  power  is  to  be  exercised^ 
and  pays  a  consideration  to  the  bargainor  at  the  time  of  the 
bargain  and  sale^  it  seems  that  he  may  take  under  an  ap- 
pointment (c) ;  though  a  use  cannot  arise  in  his  favor  if  the 
payment  of  the  consideration  be  postponed  until  the  exerdse 
of  the  power  {d).  Should  the  bargain  and  sale  express  only 
a  general  consideration^  as,  ''for  divers  good  causes  and  con- 
siderations^'' &c.^  the  bargainee^  and,  it  should  seem,  an  ap- 
pointee under  a  power  of  leasing,  if  nominated  in  the  bargain 
and  sale,  may  aver  that  a  valuable  consideration  was  paid  by 
him  to  the  bargainor  at  the  execution  of  that  deed  (e). 

Srdly,  As  to  the  rules  for  the  construction  of  the  power. 

The  rules  for  the  construction  of  powers  of  leasing  have 
been  rariously  laid  down  by  different  judges,  who  have 
severally  declared  that  they  must  be  construed  strictly  (/) ; 
liberally  (^);  indifferently,  without  leaning  on  either  side  (A); 
equitably  in  favor  of  the  donee  (i);  favorably  for  the  donee  (A:); 
strictly  for  the  tenant  for  life,  and  liberally  for  the  remainder- 
man (/)w 

Lord  C.  J.  De  Grey  said,  that  if  the  execution  of  a  power 
of  leasing  were  for  the  benefit  of  the  remainder-man,  it 


(6)  Poph.  81. 

(c)  Parsons  v.  Mills,  2  RoL  Ab. 
Uses,  (M). 

(d)  Sngd.  Pow.  122,  Srd  ed. ;  and 
6tli  ed.  voL  1,  p.  169.  Bacon  on  Leases, 
p.  149. 

(e)  Mildinay*8  ease,  1  Co.  176,  a. 
And  see  Bedell's  ease,  7  Co.  89. 40. 

(/)  ntaswilliam^B  case,  6  Co.  32. 
(0r)  Right  dem.  Baasett  v.  Thomas, 
1  W.  Blae.  446-9;  S.  C.  3  Burr.  1441. 


Berry  v.Wl]ite,0.  Bridgm.by  Bann.  90. 

(h)  Goodtitle  dem.  Clarges  v,  Fonn- 
can,  2  Dougl.  573.  Doe  dem.  Earl  of 
Jersey  v.  Smith,  7  Price,  313,  per 
Park,  J. 

(f)  Ward  V.  Har^le,  3  Bti.  P.  C. 
470.  485. 

(k)  0.  Bridgm.  by  Bann.  90.  93. 

(0  Orby  V,  Mohnn,  GUb.  £q.  Rep. 
68.  And  see  Taylor  dem.  Atkyna  v. 
Horde^  4  Burr.  60.  125. 
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should  receive  a  liberal  construction ;  but  if  the  donee  of  the 
power  invaded  the  interest  of  the  remainder-man^  in  order  to 
benefit  his  own  estate  only^  it  should  have  another  construc- 
tion (m).  Looking  to  the  nature  of  the  power^  this  construc- 
tion appears  to  be  most  consistent  with  reason  and  justice : 
and  of  this  opinion  was  Mr.  Justice  Bayley.  The  power  to 
lease  reserved  to  a  tenant  for  life  (said  the  learned  judge)  is 
a  power  by  which  one  man  is  enabled  to  dispose  of  the  pro- 
perty of  another^  and^  therefore^  we  ought  to  take  care  that 
the  tenant  does  not  exceed  the  power^  and  that  he  shall  not 
do  that  indirectly  which  he  cannot  do  directly  (n). 

A  distinction  has  been  said  to  exist  between  those  powers 
which  are  to  be  executed  by  persons  having  estates  with  such 
powers  originally  moving  ficom  themselves^  and  persons  whose 
power  over  the  property  has  been  originally  derived  firom 
others ;  and  it  has  been  thought  that  less  latitude  is  to  be 
allowed  in  the  former  case  than  in  the  latter  (o).  But  this 
doctrine  appears  to  be  exploded  {p)» 

The  only  rule  on  which  the  judges  seem  to  have  agreed^  is^ 
that  powers  must  be  construed  according  to  the  intention  of 
the  parties ;  and,  as  Lord  Kenyon  said,  if  judges,  in  con- 
struing the  particular  words  of  different  powers,  have  ap- 
peared to  make  contradictoiy  decisions  at  diffei«nt  times,  it 
is  not  that  they  have  denied  the  general  rule,  but  because 
some  of  them  have  erred  in  the  application  of  the  general 
rule  to  the  particular  case  before  them  (9). 

The  same  construction  obtains  both  at  law  and  in 
equity  (r),  for  the  true  construction  must  be  the  same  in  every 
court. 

And  it  is  apprehended  that  the  decisions  on  cases  arising 
on  leases  made  by  ecclesiastical  persons  {»),  and  by  tenants  in 

(m)  CMnpbell  v.  Leadi,  Ambl  748.  3  J.  B.  Mo.  S39. 

(ft)  Doe  dem.  Sutton  v.  Hairey,  1  (p)  Siigd.Pow.6thed.ToL2,p.328. 

Bani.  &  Cres.  431;  &  C.  2  l>ow.  &  {q)  Pomery  v.  Partingtoii,  3  Term 

Ry.  589.  Rc^.  665.  674-5. 

(0)  Per  L.  C.  B.  Riduttds  in  Doe  (r)  Shannon  v.  Brftdfltreety  1  Sdio. 

dem.  Jenej  v.  Smith,  7  Price,  281.  &  Lef.  66. 

353.  497;  S.  C.  1  Brod.  &  Bing.  97;  («)  See  ante,  p.  238. 
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tail  under  the  enabling  statute  (^)^  would  equally  apply  to 
leases  made  by  virtue  of  private  powers^  at  least  where  there 
is  a  similarity  of  expression. 

4thly^  As  to  the  exercise  or  execution  of  the  power.  - 

The  power  usually  contains  directions  relating  to^  1^  the 
parties  by  whom,  and,  where  consent  is  required,  with  whose 
consent  it  is  to  be  exercised;  2,  the  time  of  exercising  it ; 
S,  the  instrument,  and  mode  of  execution  and  attestation; 
4,  the  parcels ;  6,  the  term,  and  the  period  of  its  commence- 
ment; 6,  the  rent  to  be  reserved;  7,  a  right  of  re-entry 
on  non-payment,  &c. ;  8,  the  execution  of  a  counterpart  by 
the  lessee,  with  a  covenant  for  pigment  of  rent ;  9,  exemp- 
tion firom  punishment  for  waste;  and,  10,  sometimes,  though 
not  generally,  other  covenants  and  conditions  adapted  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  are  required  to  be  inserted. 
The  nature  and  construction  of  these  provisions,  and  the 
consequences  of  non-compliance  with  them,  wiU  be  noticed 
in  this  division,  which  will  also  contain  some  remarks,  11, 
as  to  the  effect  of  the  execution  of  the  power;  12,  as  to  the 
consequences  of  a  defective  execution;  and,  finally,  as  to 
the  extinguishment  and  suspension  of  the  power. 

And,  1,  as  to  the  parties  by  whom,  and,  where  consent  is 
required,  with  whose  consent,  the  power  is  to  be  exercised. 

The  parties  by  whom  the  power  is  to  be  exercised  are 
always  designated,  either  by  name,  or  by  reference  to  their 
character,  as,  tenant  for  life,  tenant  in  tail,  trustees,  &c.; 
and  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  mention  that  none  but  the 
parties  appointed  are  capable  of  acting  under  it. 

In  the  case  of  Hearle  v,  Greenbank  (^),  Lord  Hardwicke 
said,  that  there  was  no  precedent,  either  in  a  court  of  law  or 
equity,  where  it  had  been  held  that  a  power  over  real  estate 
executed  by  an  infant  was  good ;  and  as  he  could  find  no 
precedent  for  it,  he  would  make  none  (y).    And  again,  that 

(0  32  Hen.  8.  e.  28.    And  see  ante,  (x)  Hearle  v.  Greenbank,  3  Atk. 

p.  eS.  695.  710. 

(«)  Ante,  p.  68.  (y)  3  Atk.  710. 
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if  the  law  had  been  otherwise^  it  must  have  happened  in 
abundance  of  instances^  for  powers  were  given  to  infants  to 
raise  money^  to  make  leases^  &c. ;  that  infants  came  in  the 
course  of  succession  into  possession^  and  yet  it  had  never 
been  held  that  they  could  exerdae  any  such  power  over  real 
estate ;  and  that  the  applying  for  several  private  acts  of  par- 
liament showed  the  sense  of  mankind  in  this  respect  (z). 
From  the  language  of  Bridgman^  C.  J.^  in  the  case  of  Grange 
V.  living  {a),  however^  it  would  seem  that  an  in&nt  might 
execute  a  power  of  leasing^  should  the  donor  of  the  power 
expressly  declare  that  infancy  should  not  be  a  disqualifica- 
tion. His  words  were : — ''If  a  man  make  a  feoffment  to  the 
immediate  use  of  J.  S.^  for  his  life^  who  is  then  nineteen  or 
twenty  years  old^  and  so  of  age  of  discretion,  or  to  the  use  of 
Alice  Still,  who  is  then  a  feme  covert,  with  power  to  make 
leases  for  three  lives,  &c.,  I  will  not  determine  whether  a 
lease  according  to  that  power,  executed  by  that  infant,  or 
feme  covert,  be  good  or  not;  for  without  all  doubt  it  might 
have  been  limited  by  express  words  of  the  power,  'that  he 
might  make  such  leases  whether  he  or  she  were  within  age, 
or  of  fiill  age,  or  covert  or  sole';  and  then  it  had  clearly  been 
good ;  for  if  he  who  was  owner  of  the  estate  had  no  disability 
upon  him,  he  might  make  use  of  any  hand,  how  weak  soever, 
to  reach  out  that  estate.''  And  some  words  which  fell  firom 
Lord  Hardwicke  in  the  case  of  Hearle  v.  Greenbank,  cited 
above,  where  a  power  of  appointment  over  real  estate  was 
given  by  the  testator  to  his  daughter,  a  married  woman  and 
an  infant,  appear  to  point  to  the  same  distinction.  "  The 
next  consideration  (said  his  Lordship)  is,  if  there  is  anything 
particular  in  this  power.  First,  As  to  the  penning  of  the 
power :  '  that  they  should  permit  and  suffer  his  daughter,  by 
any  deed  or  writing,  &c.,  notwithstanding  her  coverture,  to  give 
all  his  fireehold  &c.'  What  had  the  father  therefore  in  view? 
Why,  to  exclude  the  disability  of  coverture,  and  this  was  all 

(z)  3  Atk.  713. 
(a)  Grange  v.  Tiviogy  O.  Bridgm.  by  Baon.  116. 
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he  intended  to  goard  against ;  and  if  he  likewise  intended  to 
exclude  the  disability  of  infancy,  he  wonld  hare  taken  care 
equally  to  express  it.  The  daughter  at  his  death  was  upwards 
of  nineteen  years  of  age ;  and  though  he  might  think  it  right 
to  give  her  this  power  during  coverture,  yet  not  so  during 
her  infancy.  It  is  plain  his  view  was  to  prevent  the  hus* 
band^s  influence,  and  to  make  all  safe  during  her  infancy : 
therefore,  from  the  penning  of  this  power,  a  strong  objection 
arises  against  her  executing  it  during  infancy,  for  expressio 
unitis  est  ewebmo  alterius"  {b).  In  an  earlier  case(c)  also 
Lord  Hardwicke  said,  that  a  power  that  could  be  executed  by 
an  infant  must  be  appointed  to  be  executed  by  him  whilst  an 
infants 

Hence,  it  is  apprehended,  that  a  power  of  leasing  cannot 
be  exerdsed  by  an  infant,  unless  the  donor  expressly  declare 
that  infancy  shall  not  be  a  disqualification. 

The  powers  of  leasing  given  to  infants  and  their  guardians 
by  a  late  act  of  parliament  (rf)  have  already  been  noticed  (c). 

A  power  of  leasing  may  be  reserved  to  a  female ;  nor  is  it 
suspended  by  her  subsequent  coverture;  but  she  and  her 
husband  may  effectually  exercise  it  without  an  assurance 
under  the  act  for  the  aboUtion  of  fines  and  recoveries  (/),  as 
they  formerly  might  without  levying  a  fine  {g). 

Whether  she  alone  may  exercise  it  without  the  concur-^ 
rence  of  her  husband  is  not  clearly  settled.  In  the  case  of 
Grange  v.  living  {h),  it  was  said  by  Sir  Orlando  Bridgman, 
C.  J.,  that  if  a  conveyance  be  to  the  use  of  J.  S.  and  the  heirs 


(6)  3  Atk.  714. 

(0)  Ex  parte  The  Committee  of  Lord 
Bradford,  Ca.  temp.  Hardw.  Ch.  133. 

(d)  11  6eo.4.  &  1  W.  4.  c.  65. 

(e)  Ante,  p.  34. 

(/)  3  &  4  W.  4.  e.  74. 

(^)  Bayley  v.  Warborton,  Com.  494. 
Harris  v.  Graham,  1  RoL  Ab.  Autho- 
ritie,  (B),  pL  12.  2  Rol.  Ab.  Parolla, 
(C),  pi.  6.  And  see  Daniel  v.  Uply, 
Latch,9.39. 134.  Bendl.178.  Dighton 
V.  Tomlinson,  Com.  194.    Tomlinaon, 


or  Thomlinson,  v.  Dighton,  1  P.  Wms. 
149;  S.  C.  1  Salk.  239;  10  Mod.  31 ; 
2  £q.  Ga.  Ab.  309.  pi.  13.  Travel  «« 
Travel,  cited,  2  Yes.  191;  3  Atk.  71 U 
But  see  Grange  v.  Tiving,  O.  Bridgm. 
by  Bann.  116. 

(h)  Grange  v.  Tiving,  0.  Bridgm.  by 
Bann.  107-8.  And  see  Ibid.  Bannis- 
ter*s  note  (b);  and  Sir  Edward  Sag* 
den's  comments  on  that  note,  Sugd. 
Pow.  vol.  I,  p.  194,  6th  ed. 
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of  his  body,  with  power  for  him  or  the  heirs  of  his  body  to 
make  leases,  the  heir  of  his  body,  being  a  feme  covert,  without 
her  husband,  or  infant,  cannot  make  such  a  lease  whilst  the 
disability  continues ;  for  the  general  words  heir  of  the  body 
shall  not  be  construed  to  alter  the  rule  or  reason  of  the  law, 
but  must  be  understood  of  such  an  heir  of  the  body  who  hath 
by  law  reason  and  will  to  do  such  an  act.  Sir  Edward  Sugden, 
however,  maintains  that  the  husband's  consent  is  in  no  case 
necessary  (i). 

In  an  early  case  (A),  where  husband  and  wife  seised  of  land 
in  right  of  the  wife  levied  a  fine  to  the  use  of  themselves  for 
their  Uves,  and  afterwards  to  the  use  of  the  heirs  of  the  wife, 
with  a  proviso  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  husband  and 
wife  at  any  time  during  their  Uves  to  make  leases  for  twenty- 
one  years,  or  three  lives,  it  seems  to  have  been  held,  that  a 
lease  made  by  the  feme  alone  under  their  power  was  good 
against  the  husband  surviving.  But  such  a  judgment,  if 
correctly  reported,  gives  reason  to  believe  that  the  facts  of 
the  case  are  not  correctly  stated ;  for  the  power  was  clearly  a 
joint  one  only  in  the  husband  and  wife  (Q. 

Where,  under  a  settlement,  an  estate  was  limited  to  the 
use  of  the  intended  wife,  in  remainder  on  the  decease  of  the 
intended  husband,  with  a  power  of  leasing  by  indenture  to 
any  person  for  a  term  not  exceeding  twenty-one  years  in 
possession;  with  the  usual  provisions  respecting  the  reser- 
vation of  the  best  rent,  without  fine;  the  commission  of 
waste;  the  right  of  re-entay;  and  the  execution  of  a  counter- 
part by  a  lessee ;  it  was  held,  that  the  donee  could  not,  in 
exerdse  of  the  power,  make  a  lease  to  a  second  husband;  the 
court  considering  that  a  tenant  for  life  with  power  of  leasing 
is  not  in  the  situation  of  one  who  is  merely  empowered  to 
appoint;  but  that  he  has  a  power  coupled  with  an  interest 
which  requires  a  bargain  between  independent  persons,  and 
a  grant  which  is  not  void  at  law ;  and  that  though  a  remain- 


(0  Sngd.  Pow.  Tol.  1,  p.  185.  194;  (h)  Godb.  327.  pL  419. 

6th  ed.  (/)  See  also  Bftconon  Leases,  p.  150. 
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der-man  has  his  remedy  on  the  covenants  of  the  lease  when 
his  estate  vests  in  possession^  that  protection  may  be  lost  for 
want  of  a  liability  in  the  lessee  during  the  coverture;  and  that 
the  mischief  may  be  incurable  after  a  long  enjoyment  with 
complete  immunity  (m). 

The  powers  conferred  by  a  late  act  of  parliament  (»)  for  the 
renewal  of  leases  of  the  property  of  married  women  are 
noticed  in  another  place  (o). 

Powers  of  leasing  vested  in  a  lunatic  are  exerciseable  by 
the  committee  under  the  direction  of  the  Lord  Chancellor 
by  virtue  of  the  same  act,  which  enacts  {p),  that  where  any 
person  being  lunatic  (g)  is  or  shall  be  seised  or  possessed  of 
any  land  either  for  life  or  for  some  other  estate^  with  power 
of  granting  leases  and  taking  fines,  reserving  small  rents  on 
such  leases,  for  one,  two,  or  three  lives,  in  possession  or 
reversion,  or  for  some  number  of  years  determinable  upon 
lives,  or  for  any  term  of  years  absolutely,  such  power  of 
leasing  which  is  or  shall  be  vested  in  such  person  being 
lunatic,  and  having  a  limited  estate  only,  shall  and  may  be 
executed  by  the  committee  of  the  estate  of  such  person, 
under  the  direction  and  order  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  en- 
trusted by  virtue  of  the  King's  sign  manual  with  the  care 
and  commitment  of  the  custody  of  the  persons  and  estates  of 
persons  found  idiot,  lunatic,  or  of  unsound  mind. 

Before  the  legislature  interfered,  the  Lord  Chancellor  had 
no  jurisdiction  in  such  a  case(r). 

The  powers  of  leasing  conferred  by  the  same  act  on  com* 
mittees  of  lunatics  over  lunatics^  lands  have  already  been 
noticed  (^). 

If  a  power  of  leasing  be  given  to  trustees  to  preserve  con* 

(fii)  Doe  dem.  Hartridge  v.  Gilbert^  dude  *<  any  idiot  or  person  of  unsound 

5  Q.  B.  423;  S.  C.  1  Dav.  Sl  Meriv.  mind  or  incapable   of  managing  his 

429.  affairs/'    And  see  ante,  p.  37,  et  teq. 

(n)  1 1  Geo.  4.  &  1  W.  4.  c.  65.  (r)  Ex  parte  The  Committee  of  Lord 

(o)  Posty  Chapter  on  Renewals.  Bradford,  Ca.  temp.  Hardw.  Cb.  133. 

(p)  Sections  23,  and  31.  («)  Ante,  p.  38.  And  as  to  Renewals, 

(q)  The  word  lunatic  is  by  the  act,  see  post 
sect  2,  declared  to  extend  to  and  in- 
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tingent  remldnders^  they  must  in  exercising  it  act  precisely 
as  if  the  estate  were  given  to  them  in  trast  to  let  (/). 

A  power  of  leasing  cannot  be  delegated  {u) ;  though  in  its 
creation  it  may  be  conferred  on  the  assignee  of  the  estate  of 
the  first  donee ;  thus^  where  a  settlement  was  made  on  A.  in 
tail,  with  remainder  to  him  for  forty  years,  with  a  power  to 
him  and  his  assigns  of  the  term  to  make  leases  for  twenty*^ 
one  years,  or  three  lives,  it  was  held,  that  the  power  was  not 
confined  to  A.  and  his  immediate  assigns,  but  might  be  exer- 
cised by  the  assignee  of  the  executor  of  a  party  to  whom  A. 
had  assigned  the  term,  as  assigns  included  assigns  in  law  as 
well  as  in  fact  (a?). 

If  the  consent  of  a  particular  person  be  required,  such  con- 
sent must  be  obtained  and  evidenced  in  the  way  prescribed 
by  the  power.  Should  he  die,  it  is  apprehended  that  the 
power  cannot  be  exercised  at  all  (y) ;  should  he  become  lunatic, 
the  power  cannot  be  exercised  during  his  lunacy  {z) ;  nor  has 
a  court  of  equity  jurisdiction  to  substitute  the  consent  of  his 
committee  (a).  Where  the  power  is  to  be  exercised  with  the 
consent  of  another  in  writing  duly  attested,  the  term  attested 
implies  that  a  witness  should  be  present  to  testify  that  the 
party  who  is  to  execute  the  deed  has  done  the  act  required 
by  the  power;  and,  therefore,  where  the  donee  of  such  a 
power  demised  the  premises  with  the  consent  of  the  party 
named,  ''testified  by  her  being  a  party  to  the  indenture,^^  it 
was  held  that  the  power  was  badly  exercised  {b), 

2.  As  to  the  time  of  exercising  the  power. 

The  time  of  exercising  the  power  must  be  strictly  observed. 
Thus,  a  power  to  lease  from  time  to  time  until  some  one  of 


(t)  Satton  V.  Jones;  Jones  v.  Sutton, 
15  Ves.  584. 

(«)  Lady  Graham's  case,  dted  in 
Combes's  case,  9  Co.  76,  a.  Palm.  436. 
Coxe  V.  Day,  13  East,  118.  Blore  v, 
Sutton,  3  Meriv.  237.  245-6.  And  see 
S^-mons  V,  Symons,  6  Madd.  207.  1 
Kol,  Ab.,  Authoritie,  (E). 

(x)  Whitfield  r.  How,  2  Show.  57 ; 
S.  C,  nom.  How  v.  Whitfield,  1  Vent. 


338.  839 ;  T.  Jo.  110.  And  see  Collett 
V.  Hooper,  13  Yes.  255. 

(y)  Danne  v.  Annas,  2  Dy.  219,  a* 
Sympson  v.  Homsley,  Prec.  Ch.  452. 
Frankelen*s  case,  cited.  Mo.  62. 

(2)  Ex  parte  Smyth,  2  Swanst  393. 

(a)  n)id. 

(6)  Freshfield  v.  Reed,  9  Mees.  & 
Wei.  404. 
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the  testatrix^s  children  shall  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  will  not  authorise  the  grant  of  a  lease  after  one  of  the 
children  shall  have  attained  his  m^ority  (c). 

So,  a  power  given  to,  or  reserved  by,  a  feme  sole  to  make 
leases,  being  sole,  cannot  be  exercised  during  subsequent 
coverture,  either  by  herself  alone,  or  jointly  with  her  hus- 
band (d). 

Where  a  power  was  given  to  a  tenant  for  life  in  possession 
to  demise  for  twenty-one  years,  and  he  conveyed  by  lease  and 
release  his  life  estate  to  a  trustee,  npon  trust  to  apply  the 
profits  in  payment  of  an  annuity  during  the  donee's  life,  and 
the  surplus  to  the  donee;  and  afterwards  conveyed  all  his 
estate  to  trustees  for  ninety-rnine  years,  if  he  should  so  long 
Uve,  for  payment  of  his  debts,  but  with  an  express  reserva^ 
tion  of  aU  leases  granted  and  to  be  granted;  and  then  granted 
a  lease  of  the  premises  to  one  who  was  in  possession  as  tenant 
at  will ;  this  was  held  to  be  a  good  lease ;  for  possession  here 
meant  receipt  of  the  rents  and  profits  which  were  appUed  to 
his  use.  If  actual  possession  were  necessary,  a  leasing  power 
could  never  be  executed  where  the  land  is  in  the  hands  of  a 
tenant  (e). 

So,  where  a  power  was  given  to  successive  tenants  for  life 
when  and  as  they  should  be  in  the  actual  possession  of  the 
premises  by  virtue  of  the  limitations  of  the  settlement,  and 
not  before,  to  make  leases,  &c.,  and  the  tenant  for  life  in 
possession  conveyed  by  lease  and  release  his  life  estate  to 
trustees,  upon  trust  to  reserve  an  annuity  thereout,  and  to  pay 
the  remainder  of  the  rent  to  the  order  of  the  tenant  for  life ; 
and  the  trustees  covenanted  that  in  case  the  existing  lease 
of  the  premises  should  expire  in  the  lifetime  of  the  tenant 
for  life,  it  should  be  lawful  for  him  to  let  the  same  to  such 
person  and  for  such  term  as  he  should  think  proper,  with  the 

(c)  Bowes  V.  East  London  Water-       And  see  Bumham  v.  Bennett,  2  Col. 
works  Ck>mpany,  3  Madd.  375 ;  S.  C,       V.  C.  254. 

on  appeal,  Jacob,  324.  (e)  Ren  dem.  Hall  v,  Bulkelcy,  1 

(d)  Antrim  v,  Duke  of  Buckingham,      Dougl.  292.    Goodtitle  dem.  Clarges  v, 
1  Ch.  Ca.  17;  S.  C.  Freem.  Ch.  168 ;  1       Funucan,  2  Dougl.  565. 

Sid.  101 ;  3  Salk.  276;  cited,  Com.  496. 
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consent  of  the  trustees^  it  was  held^  that  a  lease  granted  by 
the  tenant  for  life^  in  conformity  with  his  power  of  leasing^ 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  trustees^  could  not  be  disturbed 
by  the  remainder-man  (g). 

But  where  an  estate  was  conveyed  to  A.  for  life,  with 
remainder  to  B.  for  life,  with  a  power  to  A.  during  his  life, 
and  after  his  decease  to  B.,  to  lease,  &c.,  and  A.  conveyed  his 
life  estate  to  B.,  it  was  held,  that  a  lease  granted  by  B.  during 
A/s  lifetime  could  not  be  supported  (A).  Had  the  power 
been  reserved  to  A.  and  his  assigns,  it  seems  that  B.  might 
have  executed  a  valid  lease  under  it  (i). 

Unless  the  donee  be  clearly  confined  to  a  single  exercise  of 
a  power  of  leasing,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  may  be  re* 
peatedly  exercised  without  the  words  toties  qttoties ;  and  that 
when  one  lease  so  made  expires,  the  lessor  by  virtue  of  his 
power  may  make  another  (*). 

8.  As  to  the  instrument,  and  mode  of  execution  and  attest- 
ation. 

The  power  is  generally  required  to  be  exercised  by  in- 
denture, to  be  sealed  and  delivered  by  the  donee  in  the 
presence  of  and  attested  by  one,  two,  or  more,  creditable 
witness  or  witnesses ;  but  this  is  not  universally  the  case. 

By  a  late  act  of  parliament  (/),  a  deed  executed  after  the 
1st  of  October,  1845,  purporting  to  be  an  indenture,  shall 
have  the  effect  of  an  indenture  although  not  actually  in- 
dented. 

A  lease  for  Uves  made  by  virtue  of  a  power  needs  no  livery 
of  seisin  to  support  it  (m),  as  the  estate  derived  under  the 
exercise  of  the  power  flows,  as  wiU  be  more  fully  explained 
hereafter,  out  of  the  seisin  vested  in  the  original  feoffees, 
devisees,  or  releasees,  to  uses,  by  the  instrument  conferring 
the  power,  and  is  executed  in  the  lessee,  or  rather  appointee, 

(g)  Long  V,  Rankin,  Sngd.  Pow.  6th  Bann.  97. 

ed..  Appendix,  No.  2.  (Q  8  &  9  Vict  c.  106.  s.  5. 

{h)  Coxe  V.  Day,  13  East,  118.  (m)  Ld.  Raynu  166.    1  Vent  291. 

(«)  Ibid.    How  V.  Whitfield,  T.  Jo.  Taylor  dem.  Atkyna  v.  Horde,  1  Burr. 

110;  S.  C.  1  Vent  338.  839.  60.  123. 

(i)  Berry  v.  White,  O.  Bridgm.  by 
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by  the  statute  of  uses  (n).  At  one  time  it  appears  to  have 
been  held  (o)^  that  if  tenant  for  life  with  power  of  leasing 
made  a  lease  for  the  life  of  another,  accompanied  with  Uvery, 
he  forfeited  his  own  life  estate,  because  he  assumed  to  be 
owner  of  an  estate  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  which  he  was 
not.  But  Hale  was  of  opinion  that  a  forfeiture  would  not 
accrue  in  such  a  case,  the  deed  on  execution  being  effectual 
as  an  appointment,  and  the  liveiy  coming  too  late  (p).  There 
can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that  livery  is  improper. 

As  no  particular  form  of  words  is  necessary  to  the  exercise 
of  the  power,  it  is  immaterial  whether  words  of  common  law 
demise,  or  words  of  appointment  by  way  of  limitation,  be 
used.  All  that  is  reqidred  is,  that  an  intention  to  exercise 
the  power  be  apparent. 

Nor  is  it  necessary  to  recite  either  the  power  or  the  terms 
of  the  appointment.  It  is  sufficient  if  there  be  such  a  deaUng 
with  the  estate  as  can  only  be  effectuated  by  virtue  of  the 
power  (9).  The  rule  is,  if  the  instrument  of  execution  will 
work  two  ways,  the  one  by  way  of  interest,  the  other  by  way 
of  authority  or  power,  and  it  is  indifferent  whether  it  work 
one  way  or  the  other,  the  law  will  attribute  it  to  the  interest, 
and  not  to  the  authority ;  but  where  interest  and  authority 
meet,  if  the  party  clearly  declare  that  it  shall  take  effect  by 
virtue  of  his  authority  or  power,  then  such  expressed  inten- 
tion wiU  prevail  against  interest;  for  modus  et  canventio 
vincuni  legem  (r). 

And  if  the  lease,  if  construed  to  be  derived  out  of  the  in- 
terest, would  have  some  effect,  but  not  all  intended  by  the 
parties,  then,  in  order  to  effectuate  the  main  design,  the 
estate  wUl  pass  under  the  power.  Hence,  if  tenant  for  life 
with  power  of  leasing  for  twenty-one  years  grant  a  lease  for 


(»)  27  Hen.  8.  c  10.  (q)  1  Vent  228.    2  Bro.  C.  C.  803. 

(o)  1  Vent  291.  Campbell  v.  Leach,  AmbL  748.    2  Ball 

( p)  1  Vent  291.    Wigson  v.  Ghuret,  &  Beat  44. 

2  Ley.  149;  S.  C.  and  S.  P.  8Keb.  512.  (r)  Hob.  159.    Roe  dem.  Earl  of 

laherwood  v.  Oldknow,  3  Man.  &  Selw.  Berkeley  v,  Arehbishop  of  York,  6 

382.  405.  East,  86.  108 ;  S.  C.  2  Smith,  168. 
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that  period,  without  any  reference  to  hia  power,  it  shall  be 
presumed  to  be  granted  by  virtue  of  the  power,  for,  if  granted 
out  of  the  ownership,  it  would  not  endure  beyond  the  lessor's 
life  {8). 

If  a  legatee  for  life  of  leaseholds,  remainder  over,  with 
power  of  leasing,  be  also  appointed  executor,  his  entry  into 
the  premises  is  not  of  itself  conclusive  proof  of  his  taking  in 
the  capacity  of  legatee :  there  must  be  other  evidence  of  his 
assent  to  the  legacy;  and,  therefore,  where  a  party  in  this 
situation  granted  a  lease  for  forty-one  years,  the  court  held 
it  to  be  derived  out  of  the  executor's  interest,  as  executor, 
and  not  as  legatee.  Nor  were  acts  subsequent  to  the  lease 
admitted  to  show  an  intention  to  take  as  legatee  (/). 

It  is  observable,  however,  with  regard  to  the  instrument, 
that  there  may  be  an  equitable,  as  well  as  a  legal,  execution 
of  the  power.  Thus,  if  a  contract  for  a  lease  by  a  tenant  for 
life  under  a  power  of  leasing  be  finally  concluded  between  the 
parties,  and  in  all  respects  consistent  with  the  power,  it  is,  in 
equity,  as  binding  on  the  remainder-man  as  a  lease  actually 
executed  (u).  And  specific  performance  of  such  a  contract 
may  be  enforced  alike  by  the  lessee  or  remainder-man  (x). 
If  the  bill  be  filed  by  the  lessee,  the  remainder-man  need  not 
be  made  a  party  (y) .  But,  to  justify  the  interference  of  equity, 
an  intention  to  execute  the  power  must  be  apparent  {z). 
And,  therefore,  where  J.  S.,  tenant  for  life  with  power  of 
leasing  died,  and  the  estates  were  partly  in  the  occupation 
of  tenants  from  year  to  year,  under  agreements  in  writing 


(9)  1  Vent228.  Campbell  tf  Leach^ 
Ambl.  748.  Thomlinson  v.  Dighton, 
10  Mod.  36;  S.  C.  1  P.  Wms.  149;  1 
Salk.  239;  Com.  194;  2  £q.  Ca.  Ab. 
309. 

(0  Doe  dem.  Hayes  v.  Sturges,  7 
Taant  217;  S.  C.  2  Marsh.  505. 

(«)  Campbell  v.  Leach,  Ambl.  740. 
749  ;  S.  C.  U  Serjt.  Hill's  MSS.  112  ; 
Sugd.  Pow.  6th  ed.,  Appendix,  No.  26. 
Shamion  v.  Bradstree^  1  Scho.  &  Lef. 
52.  Lowe  r.  Swift,  2  Ball  &  Beat.  535. 
Blore  V.  Sutton,  3  Men  v.  247    Symons 


V.  Symons,  6  Madd.  207.  Corry  v.  Corry, 
Wallis,  by  Lyne,  278.  Butler  v.  Powis, 
2  Col.  156.  Oarke  v.  Moore,  1  Jo.  & 
La  Ton.  723. 

(x)  Shannon  v,  Bradstreety  1  Scho. 
&  Lef.  64.  Campbell  v.  Leach,  Ambl. 
749.  Sugd.  Pow.  6th  ed..  Appendix, 
No.  26.  Butler  v.  Powis,  sup.  Clarke 
V.  Moore,  sup. 

(y)  Corry  v.  Corry,  Wallis,  by  Lyne, 
278. 

(z)  Shannon  v.  Bradstreet,  1  Scho. 
&  Lef.  63. 
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differently  expressed^  signed  by  the  tenants^  and  witnessed 
by  the  agent  of  J.  S.,  but  not  signed  by  J.  S.  himself;  and 
partly  in  the  possession  of  tenants  under  agreements  by 
parol^  or  under  written  agreements  with  J.  S.^  signed  by  the 
tenants^  but  not  by  him^  for  terms  of  years^  none  of  them 
exceeding  three  years  from  the  commencement ;  it  was  held^ 
that  the  agreements  could  not  be  considered  as  equitable 
executions  of  the  power  of  the  tenant  for  life,  even  if  they 
were  to  be  considered  as  his  act  (a).  The  clause  conferring 
the  power  in  the  case  of  Symons  t?.  Symons  expressly  dis^ 
pensed  with  the  necessity  of  a  reference  to  such  power  by 
the  deed  by  which  it  was  to  be  exercised. 

The  agreement  must  also  be  clear  and  explicit  in  its  terms, 
and  conformable  to  the  statute  of  frauds  {b) ;  for  unless  it  be 
so  complete  that  it  would  have  been  enforceable  by  either  of 
the  original  parties ;  if,  for  instance,  it  be  a  dealing  resting 
merely  in  treaty  (o),  or  if  the  agreement  be  signed  by  the 
delegate  of  an  agent,  instead  of  by  the  agent  himself  (ef),  the 
remainder-man  will  not  be  bound. 

Although  a  formal  agreement  will  affect  a  remainder-man, 
a  parol  agreement  partly  performed  will  not  {e),  unless,  with 
knowledge  of  the  imperfect  nature  of  the  agreement,  he  ac- 
quiesce in  the  tenant's  expenditure  of  money  on  the  premises, 
after  the  vesting  of  the  remainder  (/).  The  ground  on  which 
the  contracting  party  is  bound  in  these  cases  is  fraud,  and 
fraud  is  personal  (^) ;  and,  therefore,  mere  acquiescence  in  the 
tenant's  outlay,  without  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  remainder- 
man, will  not  prevent  his  availing  himself  of  the  statute  of  frauds 
to  annul  a  parol  agreement ;  for  the  primd  facie  presumption 


(a)  Symons  v.  Symons,  6  Madd.  207.  (d)  Blore  v.  Sutton,  3  Meriv.  237. 

And  see  Ex  parte  Smyth,  Mre  Smyth,  245-6.    And  see  Symons  v,  Symons, 

1    Swanst  337.      Clarkson   v.   Lord  6  Madd.  207. 

Scarborough,  1  Swanst  354,  note.  (e)  Shannon  v.  Bradstreet,  1  Scho. 

(5)  29  Car.  2.  c.  3.  s.  4.    As  to  a  &  Lef.  72.    Blore  v.  Sutton,  3  Meriv. 

parol  agreement  and  part  performance,  246. 

see  infina.  (/)  Ibid. 

(c)  Lowe  V.  Swift,  2  Ball  &  Beat.  529.  (^)  Ibid, 
Blore  V.  Sutton,  3  Meriv.  245-6. 
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is^  that  he  who  ia  making  an  outlay  has  a  valid  lease  imder 
the  power^  or  at  least  a  binding  agreement  for  a  lease  (A). 
But  if^  with  notice  of  the  tenant's  defective  title,  he  en- 
courage expenditure  in  improving  the  premises  {%),  his  con- 
science is  as  much  affected  as  was  that  of  the  party  originally 
entering  into  the  parol  contract.  In  a  case  of  an  actual 
lease  under  a  power,  but  with  covenants  not  according  to 
the  power.  Lord  Hardwicke  held  that  similar  drcamstances 
would  bind  the  remainder-man  to  grant  a  lease  for  the  same 
term,  with  covenants  conformable  to  the  power  {k). 

In  the  cases  above  noticed  in  which  equity  has  aided  a 
defective  execution  of  the  power,  the  lessee  or  parties  claim- 
ing under  him  were  considered  as  purchasers,  firom  having 
either  paid  a  fine  or  expended  money  in  improving  or  build- 
ing on  the  property  (/) ;  but,  according  to  an  early  case  (m), 
the  same  relief  would  not  be  administered  against  a  remainder- 
man in  favor  of  a  mere  lessee  at  a  rack-rent.  It  was  there 
held,  that  where  a  lease  was  made  purely  voluntary,  and  no 
provision  for  a  child,  if  the  lease  were  not  good  at  law,  it 
should  never  be  made  good  in  equity;  but  that  if  a  lease 
were  made  to  a  tenant  at  a  rack-rent,  without  a  fine,  which 
was  voluntary,  yet  if  the  tenant  had  been  at  any  considerable 
expense  in  building  or  improving,  the  court  would  supply  the 
defective  execution  of  the  power ;  but  otherwise  not. 

If  a  tenant  under  a  defective  agreement  for  a  lease  under  a 
power  have  no  equity  against  a  remainder-man  for  a  specific 
performance,  equity  will  not  decree  him  a  compensation,  out 
of  the  assets  of  the  deceased  tenant  for  life,  for  expenditure 
in  improvements  of  the  property  made  on  the  fiedth  of  such 
agreement,  as  it  would  be  rather  a  decree  for  damages,  than 
a  compensation  for  the  benefit  the  estate  had  received  (n). 

(h)  Ibid.  (0  And  see  AnoxL  FreenL  Ch.  224, 

(t)  Ibid.    Daim  v.  Spmrier,  7  Ves.  case  296.    And  Doe  dem.  Collins  v. 

235-6.  Weller,  7  Term  Rep.  478.  480. 

(h)  Stiles  V,  Cowper,  3  Atk.  692.  (m)  Anon.  Freem.Ch.  224,  case  296. 

And  see  Bowes  v.  East  London  Water-  (n)  Blore  «.  Sntton,  3  MeriT.  237. 

works  Company,  3  Madd.  875 ;  S.  C.  247. 

Jac.  324. 
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Where  the  power  requires  the  lease  to  be  executed  in  the 
presence  of  two  or  more  credible  witnesses^  a  party  present 
and  seeing  the  lease  executed^  but  not  required  to  be  a  wit- 
ness^ is  not  a  witness  within  the  meaning  of  it.  The  party 
witnessing  should  at  the  time  of  the  transaction  be  clothed 
with  the  character  of  a  witness^  selected^  designated^  and 
called  upon^  to  be  such^  and  apprised  at  the  time  that  he  is 
such.  It  is  not  enough  that  he  should  be  a  witness  in  the 
ordinary  sense^  capable  of  giving  evidence  of  the  transaction; 
but  he  must  be  a  person  selected  and  called  upon  by  the 
parties  (o). 

4.  As  to  the  parcels. 

Doubts  are  sometimes  occasioned  by  the  parcels  to  be  in- 
serted being  referred  to  by  the  deed  creating  the  power  in 
terms  of  particular  selection^  or  by  being  coupled  with  col- 
lateral circumstances  difficult  of  ascertainment.  How  fre- 
quently^ for  example^  do  we  find  powers  authorising  the  leasing 
of  such  parts  of  the  premises  only  as  have  been  "  anciently 
demised/'  or  ''usually  demised/'  or  annexing  as  a  condition 
that  the  ''ancient  or  accustomed  renf  be  reserved;  and^ 
hence^  apparently  excluding  from  the  operation  of  the  power 
such  premises  as  have  not  been  previously  in  demise.  It  is 
true^  that  the  principal  object  of  the  courts  in  construing 
powers  is  to  carry  into  execution  the  intention  of  the  parties; 
and  that^  with  this  view^  they  are  accustomed  to  take  into 
consideration  not  only  the  mere  language  of  the  power^  but 
also  the  nature  of  the  property^  the  character  of  the  parties 
on  whom  the  power  is  conferred^  and  indeed  any  circumstance 
which  may  tend  to  explain  that  intention.  StiU^  it  is  not 
easy,  even  allowing  that  principle  of  construction  its  fuU 
operation,  to  reconcile  the  various  decisions. 

The  words  "usually  or  accustomably  demised''  may  have 
two  senses ;  the  one  signifying  the  frequent  or  repeated  act 
of  leasing;  the  other,  the  common  continuance  of  land  in 
lease,  though  it  has  not  been  more  than  once  demised,  as  in 

(o)  Lessee  Church  v.  Donnell,  4  Irish  Law  Rep.  306. 
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the  case  of  lands  leased  for  500  years  long  since  (/>).  And  this 
is  the  more  common  acceptation  of  the  words  ''usually  de- 
mised^'; though^  in  a  literal  sense^  land  once  let  is  not  land 
usually  demised  [q).  Land  twice  demised  is  clearly  included 
in  that  term  (r) ;  though  lands  let  by  virtue  of  a  contract  from 
year  to  year  for  three  years  cannot  be  said  to  be  usually 
demised^  because  it  is  but  one  lease^  though  renewable  every 
year(«). 

In  the  case  of  Right  t?.  Thomas  {f),  a  settlement  was  made 
in  1737  containing  a  power  to  the  several  tenants  in  posses- 
sion^ or  to  the  trustees  during  their  minority^  to  lease  for 
one,  two,  or  three  lives,  or  for  years  determinable  upon  one, 
two,  or  three  lives,  any  part  of  the  premises  which  had  been 
usually  so  letten,  so  as  such  rent  as  had  been  given  for  twenty 
years  past,  or  a  proportionable  part,  should  be  reserved 
thereon;  and,  in  execution  of  this  power,  the  trustees,  in  1742, 
demised  the  premises  for  ninety-nine  years  determinable  on 
three  lives ;  and  the  question  was,  whether  the  premises  had 
been  usually  so  letten.  It  appeared  that  they  had  been  let  in 
1533  for  fifty-five  years;  in  1576,  for  forty  years  from  and 
after  the  expiration  of  the  former  lease;  in  1608,  for  ninety 
years,  determinable  on  three  lives,  from  and  after  the  term 
then  subsisting;  and  that,  in  1638,  the  reversioner  in  fee, 
in  consideration  of  natural  love  and  affection,  covenanted 
that  he  and  his  heirs  would  stand  seised  of  the  premises  to 
the  use  of  himself  for  life,  with  remainder  to  his  son  for 
ninety-nine  years,  if  he  or  any  wife  he  should  marry,  or  any 
issue  he  might  have,  should  so  long  live.  It  was  contended 
that  the  leases  in  1533  and  1576  (u)  were  both  for  terms 
absolute,  and,  therefore,  not  of  the  kind  required ;  that  the 
lease  of  1608  was  for  ninety  years,  and  not  ninety-nine, 
as  in  the  power;  but  that  if  good,  still  one  instance  would 


(p)  Tastian,or  Tristram,  dem.  Gore  («)  2  Rol.  Ab.  262.  pi.  14. 

V.  Roper,  Viscountess  Baltinglass,  T.  (t)  Right  dem.  Basset  v.  Thomas,  1 

Jo.  27;  S.  C.  Vaugh.  28.  W.  Blae.  446;  S.  C.  3  Burr.  1441. 

(q)  Ibid.  (tt)  In  the  report,  1586. 

(r)  Ibid. 
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not  create  a  custom  of  so  letting;  and^  besides^  that  any  rent 
reserved  upon  that  lease  would  not  be  a  rent  reserved  within 
twenty  years  preceding  the  year  1742 ;  and  that  the  covenant 
in  1638  was  a  transaction  of  another  nature^  a  provision  for 
a  man's  son^  in  consideration  of  natural  affection.  But  the 
courts  considering  the  covenant  to  stand  seised  equal  to  a 
lease^  with  a  remission  of  the  fine  in  favor  of  the  son^  held^ 
that  the  premises  had  been  usually  so  letten^  and  that  the 
power  was  well  exercised.  They  likened  it  to  the  case  of 
bishops,  deans,  &c.,  and  tenants  for  life,  with  similar  powers, 
granting  beneficial  leases  of  such  estates  as  chance  to  fsdl  in, 
in  trust  for  themselves  and  their  children. 

But  in  Doe  v.  Halcombe  (^),  a  power  to  lease  for  one,  two, 
or  three  lives,  or  for  any  term  of  years  determinable  on  one, 
two,  or  three  lives,  in  possession,  reversion,  or  remainder, 
such  part  and  parts  and  so  much  only  of  the  said  manors, 
lands,  &c.,  as  were  then  demised  or  granted  ybr  any  stick  time, 
was  held  not  to  comprise  lands  in  lease  by  a  former  owner 
for  ninety-nine  years  determinable  on  the  lives  of  his  son^ 
any  widow  left  by  that  son,  his  eldest  son,  or  eldest  daughter, 
living  at  his  decease,  or  in  ventre  sa  mere ;  for  that  could  not 
be  accounted  a  lease  determinable  on  one,  two,  or  three  lives; 
inasmuch  as  when  one  died,  another  was  to  spring  up  in  his 
room.  It  was  said  that  the  lives  under  such  circumstances 
must  be  concurrent. 

In  a  recent  case  (y),  where  a  power  was  given  by  will  to  a 
tenant  for  life  to  lease>  in  possession  or  reversion,  for  one  life, 
or  for  two  or  three  lives,  any  part  of  the  said  premises  usually 
80  leased,  and  the  donee  comprised  in  one  lease  two  distinct 
properties  usually  leased  separately,  it  was  contended  that,  as 
the  power  only  authorised  the  letting  of  any  part  of  the 
premises  usually  so  leased,  and  as  the  parcels  united  in  the  lease 
had  not  been  usually  so  leased,  but  had  been  usually  let 
separately,  the  lease  could  not  be  supported;  but  it  was  held. 


(x)  Doe   dem.  W^ndhum  v.  Hal-  (^)  Doe  dem.  Lord    Egremont  r. 

combe  7  Tenn  Kep.  713.  Stephens,  6  Q.  B.  208. 
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that  tenements  wluch  are  all  under  a  power  may  be  joined  and 
separated  ad  libitum,  provided  the  due  proportion  of  rent  be 
reserved,  as  in  Doe  dem.  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  v,  Wilson  {z). 
It  was  also  held,  that  the  words  usually  so  held,  on  which 
the  objection  was  founded,  related  to  the  time  and  duration 
of  the  lease,  and  not  to  the  joining  or  separating  of  the 
premises. 

The  enabling  statute  of  82  Hen.  8.  c.  28,  is  a  pattern  for 
the  construction  of  powers  of  leasing  in  private  conveyances ; 
and  in  an  earlier  page  (a)  we  have  shown  what  demises  are 
comprehended  within  the  term  most  commonly  been  let  toferm. 
The  reader  is,  therefore,  referred  to  that  part  of  the  work  in 
which  this  subject  is  treated  at  length. 

We  may  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  cases  in 
which  the  power  has  required  a  reservation  of  the  "  usual  or 
accustomed  rent,^'  or  the  like ;  first  noticing  such  leases  as 
have  been  supported  as  valid  executions  of  the  power;  and, 
secondly,  such  as  have  been  set  aside  on  the  ground  of  their 
including  parcels  not  subject  to  the  power. 

Cumberford's  case  is  perhaps  the  earliest,  and  is  gene- 
rally cited  as  a  leading  authority  on  the  subject.  It  is  re- 
ported in  Belle's  Abridgment  (b),  not  as  an  abridged  case  from 
another  book,  but  as  a  MS.  case  furnished  him  by  a  friend. 
Translated,  it  runs  thus : — ''  If  a  conveyance  be  made  to  uses 
of  divers  manors  and  lands,  viz.,  to  the  use  of  J.  S.  for  life, 
&c.,  with  a  power  to  make  leases  of  the  premises,  or  any  part 
or  parcel  thereof,  for  three  lives,  or  years  determinable  on 
three  lives,  so  that  such  rent  or  more  be  reserved  upon 
every  lease  as  had  been  reserved  or  paid  for  the  same  within 
two  years  then  next  before,  and  some  of  the  land  had 
not  been  leased  before  at  any  rent  within  the  two  years, 
he  can  by  force  of  this  power  make  such  lease  of  this  land, 
reserving  what  rent  pleaseth  him  (c) ;  for  it  appears  by  the 
generality  of  these  words,  that  it  was  intended  he  should 

{z)  5  Barn.  &  Aid.  363.  Powers,  (A),  pi.  15. 

(a)  Ante,  p.  73.  (c)  And  see  Campion    v.  Thorpe, 

(b)  Cnmberford's  case,  2  Rol.  Ab.      ClAyt.99.  Winterv.  Loveday,Com.41. 
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have  a  power  to  lease  all  the  land :  And  this  does  not  resemble 
leases  to  be  made  by  force  of  the  statute^  82  Hen.  8^  or 
13  Eliz.^  for  there  the  intent  is  apparent  that  no  land  should 
be  leased  but  that  which  was  leased  before/' 

But  this  case  has  not  been  followed  as  an  authority  without 
reluctance.  Hale  felt  himself  bound  by  it  in  the  case  of 
Waker^  or  Walker,  v.  Wakeman  {d),  to  which  I  shall  next 
address  myself,  adding,  however,  that  if  it  were  res  Integra 
perhaps  he  should  be  of  a  different  opinion  («).  And  Mr. 
Justice  Orose  more  recently  expressed  himself  as  differing 
firom  the  construction  given  to  the  words  there  used,  though 
he  agreed  with  the  principle  on  which  the  case  was  deter- 
mined (/). 

In  the  case  of  Waker,  or  Walker,  v.  Wakeman  {g),  an  estate, 
consisting  of  land  and  a  rectory,  was  conveyed  to  the  use  of 
one  for  life,  with  a  power  to  let  the  premises,  or  any  part  of 
them,  so  that  upon  every  lease  there  should  be  reserved  five 
shillings  an  acre  for  every  acre  of  the  premises  so  demised. 
The  rectory  consisted  of  tithes  only,  without  any  glebe.  A 
lease  was  made  of  all  the  premises,  including  the  tithes,  re- 
serving a  rent  which  amounted  to  more  than  five  shillings  an 
acre  for  the  land,  but  nothing  for  the  tithes;  and  it  was 
determined  that  the  lease  was  good;  according  to  Yentris's 
report,  because  the  last  clause  being  affirmative  should  not 
restrain  the  generality  of  the  former,  the  resolution  being 
chiefly  grounded  on  Cumberford's  case ;  according  to  Levinz, 
solely  on  the  authority  of  that  case,  though  with  the  qualifi- 
cation of  Hale's  implied  dissent  above  noticed. 

The  case  of  Gk)odtitle  v.  Funucan  {h)  was  peculiar  in  its 
circumstances.  A  power  was  given  by  a  settlement  to  the 
tenant  for  life  to  demise  all  or  any  of  the  said  manors,  mes- 

{d)  Wftker,  or  Walker,  V.  Wakenun,  (/)  Pwnery  v.  Partiiigtoii,  8  Tomi 

2  Lev.  150;  S.  C.  3  Keb.  644.  547. 586.  Rep.  678. 

595.  619;  S.C.,nom.  Walkerv.  Wake*  (g)  Waker,  or  Walker, ».  Wakeman, 

man,  1  Vent  295;  S.  C,  nom.  Wake-  «r  Wakeman  t>.  Waker,  sup. 

man  v.  Waker,  Freem.  413.  (A)  Goodtide  dem.  Clarges  v.  Funu- 

(e)  And  see  Foot  v.  Marriot,  post,  can,  2  DougL  565. 
p.  419. 
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suages^  lands^  tenements^  fisheries  (i),  and  hereditaments^  or 
any  part  thereof^  for  a  term  mentioned^  so  as  there  should  be 
reserved  so  mnch^  or  as  great  yearly  rents  as^  or  more  than, 
then  was  and  were  paid  and  yielded^  or  agreed  to  be  paid  and 
yielded^  for  the  same,  or  proportionably  for  any  part  thereof. 
The  tenant  for  life,  reciting  the  power,  demised  all  the  manors 
and  fishery  and  a  certain  messuage  and  other  hereditaments 
subject  to  the  settlement,  with  the  rights,  &;c.,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  134/.,  which  was  recited  to  be  more  than  was  paid  for 
the  demised  premises  at  the  time  of  the  settlement.  The 
manors  or  manorial  rights  had  never  been  let  before;  the 
fishery  had  been  previously  demised,  but  was  not  at  the  crea^ 
tion  of  the  power ;  since  that  time  it  had  again  been  let  at 
15«.  The  134/.  payable  by  the  defendant  was  about  30/. 
more  than  the  demised  premises  had  ever  produced  before. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  contended  that  the  power 
could  not  be  extended  to  the  manors  and  fishery,  the  manors 
never  having  been  let,  and  the  fishery  not  being  let  at  the 
time  of  the  settlement,  and  the  power  requiring  the  rent  then 
paid  or  more  to  be  reserved.  The  court,  however,  thought 
otherwise.  The  judgment,  which  was  pronounced  by  Lord 
Mansfield,  was  chiefly  founded  on  a  rule  laid  down  by  Lord 
Holt ;  ^'  that  where  a  qualification  is  annexed  to  a  power  of 
leasing,  which,  if  observed,  goes  in  destruction  of  the  power, 
the  law  will  dispense  with  such  qualification'^  {k).  They  con- 
sidered this  rule  to  be  applicable  to  the  case  before  them, 
where  no  intent  appeared,  and  nothing  arose  from  the  nature 
of  the  case,  to  exclude  the  manor  and  fishery  from  the  power, 
which  particularly  mentioned  them  by  name :  And  they  held, 
that  the  words  and  intent  of  the  power  were  alike  justified  by 
the  lease  in  question.  It  is  observable  that  Lord  Mansfield 
referred  the  decision  in  Cumberford's  case  to  the  rule  pro- 
pounded by  Lord  Holt. 

(i)  That  the  fisheries  were  expressly  have  been  the  case,  in  the  4  th  editioil 

includedinUie  power  appears  from  Lord  of  Douglas  by  Serjt  Frere,  vol.  2. 

Mau8fteld*s  judgment,  Uiough  that  fact  p.  574,  n.  [fff"]. 
is  not  mentioned  in  the  body  of  the  (k)  Winter  v.  Loveday,  Carth.  429. 

report.     It  is,  however,  admitted  to 
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Such  are  the  cases  in  which  premises  not  usually  the  subject 
of  demise,  and  on  which  the  ancient  or  accustomed  rent  could 
not  be  reserved,  have  been  held  to  be  within  the  operation  of 
the  power.  We  now  come  to  the  examination  of  those  which 
have  received  a  different  construction. 

In  the  case  of  Tustian,  or  Tristram,  v.  Roper,  LadyBaltin*- 
glass  (/),  it  appeared,  on  a  special  verdict,  that  a  settlement 
was  made  in  the  12th  year  of  the  reign  of  King  James  the 
Ist  of  certain  premises,  with  power  to  tenant  for  life  to  demise 
all  or  any  of  the  said  premises  which  at  any  time  theretofore 
had  been  usually  set  or  demised,  reserving  the  rents  then 
yielded  or  paid,  or  more,  &c.  The  premises  in  question  had 
been  demised  by  an  indenture  dated  20th  May,  12  Eliz., 
1570,  for  twenty-one  years,  at  a  yearly  rent  of  100/.;  but 
it  did  not  appear  that  they  had  been  demised  since  that  time, 
until  they  were  comprised  in  a  lease  made,  28  Car.  1,  by  the 
tenant  for  life  in  the  settlement,  reserving  the  same  rent  of 
100/.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  court  was  clearly  of 
opinion,  that  the  lease  was  not  warranted  by  the  power;  for 
what  was  not  demised  when  the  proviso  was  made,  nor  twenty 
years  before,  could  not  be  said  to  be  at  any  time  before  com- 
monly farmed.  The  power  (said  L.  C.  J.  Vaughan,  who 
delivered  the  judgment  of  the  court,)  is,  that  leases  may  be 
made,  reserving  the  rents  thereupon  reserved  at  the  time  of 
the  deed  made  in  12  Jac.,  which  necessarily  implied  that  land 
demisable  must  be  land  which  was  then  under  rent;  for 
where  no  rent  then  was,  the  rent  then  thereupon  reserved 
could  not  be  reserved ;  and  as  the  premises  in  question  had 
then  no  rent  reserved  upon  them,  they  were  not  demisable  by 
virtue  of  the  power  (m). 

The  reader  will  not  fail  to  perceive  the  difference  between 
this  and  Cumberford^s  case.  That  was  generally  to  let  all  or 
any  of  the  lands  without  restraint ;  while  this  was  restrained 
to  lands  usually  let  or  demised,  and,  therefore,  the  very  power 

(I)  TuBtiAn,  or  TriBtram,  dem.  Gore      ment  is  better  reported  by  Vaughan. 
V.  Roper,  YiecotiiiteeB  Baltinglaas,  T.  (m)  See  also  Mountjoy's  case,  6  Co. 

Jo.  27 ;  S.  C.  Vaugh.  28.    The  judg-      8,  b.  5,  b.;  S.  C.  Mo.  197. 

VOL.  I.  E  E 
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fiedled  as  to  those  premises  which  -were  not  so  qualified. 
Otherwise^  the  reservation  of  a  rent  where  none  was  reserved 
before  would  not  appear  to  be  an  objection  to  the  lease  (n). 

This  case  of  Tustian  v,  Boper  was  followed  by  Baggott  v. 
Oughton  (o).  A  settlement  was  made  of  certain  premises  on 
the  husband  for  life^  remainder  to  the  wife  for  life,  &c.;  and 
a  power  was  given  to  any  person  who  should  be  actually  seised 
of  the  lands  by  virtue  of  the  settlement  to  make  a  lease  or 
leases  for  three  lives,  or  for  twenty-one  years,  of  all  or  any 
part  of  the  premises,  at  such  yearly  rents,  or  more,  as  the 
same  were  then  let  at :  the  husband  died ;  and  the  wife, 
having  married  again,  demised  the  capital  messuage  to  her 
second  husband  (/>),  for  twenty-one  years,  but  reserved  no 
rent ;  and  the  whole  court  were  of  opinion  that  the  lease  was 
void;  and  this  opinion  was,  on  argument,  affirmed  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  whose  decree  was  affirmed  in  the  house  of  lords 
on  appeal  (9). 

Lord  Mansfield  recorded  his  unqualified  approbation  of  this 
decision,  when  cited  as  a  precedent  for  a  similar  determination 
in  the  case  of  Goodtitle  v.  Funucan  (r)  then  before  the  court. 
'^Tjol  the  case  of  Baggott  v.  Oughton,^'  said  his  lordship, 
''which  has  been  much  relied  On,  the  nature  of  the  thing 
showed  that  the  power  could  not  be  meant  to  extend  to  letting 
the  ancient  manor  house  at  all ;  much  less  to  letting  it  without 
reserving  any  rent.  In  a  family  settlement  of  an  estate,  ocm- 
sisting  of  some  ground  always  occupied  together  with  the 
seat,  and  of  lands  let  to  tenants  upon  rents  reserved,  the 
qualification  annexed  to  the  power  of  leasing,  that  the  ancient 
rent  must  be  reserved,  manifestly  excludes  the  mansion-house 


(h)  Se«  ante,  p.  415-6. 

i,  p.  145. 


Bacon  on 


(0)  Baggott  V.  Oughton,  8  MocL  249. 
B81;  S.  C.  Fortese.  332. 

(p)  Now  held  to  he  a  bad  execution 
of  the  power;  see  Doe  dem.  Hartridge 
V.  GUhert,  5  Q.  B.  423;  S.  C.  1  Dav.  & 
Meriv.  429;  ante,  p.  462. 

(fj)  It  appears  by  the  registrar'R 
book,  that  ihe  judges  of  the  K.  B.  cer- 


tified their  opinion  in  this  case;  Reg. 
Lib.  A.  1716,  fo.  438;  hut  the  certifi- 
cate has  been  lost,  and  no  decree  can 
be  found.  DongL  569.  Hill,  Sajt, 
said,  that  it  was  very  common  for  cer- 
tificates to  be  lost,  because  the  pardes 
saved  a  small  fee  by  not  filing  them. 
Ibid.  n. 

(r)  Goodtitle  v.  Fonncan,  2  DmigL 
565;  ante,  p.  415. 
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and  lands  about  it  never  let.  No  man  conld  intend  to  autho- 
rise a  t^iant  for  life  to  depriye  the  representative  of  the 
family  of  the  use  of  the  mansion*house.  The  words  in  such 
a  case  show  that  the  power  is  meant  to  extend  only  to  what 
has  been  usually  let.  By  that  means  the  heir  enjoys  all  the 
premises  in  the  settlement  just  as  they  were  held  and  enjoyed 
by  his  ancestor^  the  tenant  for  life ;  he  has  the  occupation  of 
what  was  always  occupied,  and  the  rent  of  what  was  always 
let.  We  all^  therefore^  agree  as  to  the  rectitude  of  the  deci- 
sion in  Baggott  v.  Oughton.  The  nature  of  the  thing  spoke 
the  intent  as  forcibly  as  the  most  direct  words  could  have 
done.     It  was  demonstration.^^ 

In  conformity  with  the  two  last  cited  cases^  Foot  v.  Mar- 
riot  («)  was  decided.  There^  Serjeant  Maynard  devised 
several  manors^  messuages^  &c.>  and^  among  them^  the  manor 
t>f  Beer  in  the  county  of  Devon^  to  trustees,  to  the  use  of  his 
grandchild,  M.  M.,  for  Ufe,  with  remainders  over,  with  power 
for  M.  M.,  when  she  by  virtue  of  any  clause  in  the  will  of  the 
meaning  thereof  should  be  or  ought  to  be  in  the  possession 
of  the  manor  of  Beer,  to  lease  aU  or  any  of  the  tenements 
thereof,  for  one,  two,  three,  or  four  lives,  or  years  so  deter- 
minable, in  possession,  reversion,  remainder,  or  expectancy, 
and  under  the  new  rents  then  reserved,  and  the  like  agree- 
ments and  covenants  as  in  the  leases  then  in  being,  and  by 
the  then  present  tenants  thereof  respectively  to  be  performed 
and  kept,  so  as  aU  the  leases  to  be  made,  with  other  estates 
then  formerly  leased,  then  in  being,  should  not  exceed  four 
lives,  or  (t)  determinable  by  death  of  four  pa*sons  at  most  in 
one  tenement  at  one  time.  And  the  will  contained  a  further 
clause,  that  T.  G.,  and  every  other  agent  in  his  place  appointed 
as  thereinafter  mentioned,  and  every  other  person  to  whom 
the  premises  should  come  into  possession,  might  then  lease 
the  same  or  any  part  thereof  at  rack  or  utmost  reasonable 
rent,  and  such  other  agreements  for  reparations  and  against 


(«)  Foot  V.  Marriot,  3  Vin.  Ab.  429.  pi.  9. 
(0  Thus  in  Vin.  Ab.     Qy.  "should  be"  1 

£  E  2 
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•waste  as  they  could  reasonably  agree  upon^  such  lease  not  to 
exceed  the  term  of  seven  years.  The  plaintiff  claimed^  under 
a  lease  for  three  lires  granted  by  M.  M.^  for  a  raluable  con- 
sideration^ by  virtue  of  the  power,  the  barton  of  Beer,  part  of 
the  manor  of  Beer,  which  was  out  upon  a  lease  for  lives  at  the 
time  of  Serjeant  Maynard's  purchase,  but  the  lives  happened 
to  drop  before  the  Serjeant  made  his  will>  and  was  in  hand  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  Lord  Chancellor  King  was  assisted 
by  Baymond,  C.  J.,  Denton,  J.,  and  Comyns,  B.,  and  they  all 
concurred  in  opinion  that  the  lease  was  not  warranted  by  the 
power.  King,  C,  said,  that  the  word  tenement  in  a  will  in  legal 
understanding  had  a  general  signification,  but  in  common 
understanding  meant  lands  holden  by  tenants,  and  that 
appeared  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  testator  by  the  subsequent 
power  to  demise  the  premises  for  seven  years  at  a  rack  rent. 
They  considered  the  cases  of  Tristram  r.  Viscountess  Baltin- 
glass,  and  Baggott  r.  Oughton,  in  point.  But  as  to  Cumber- 
ford's  case,  they  said,  that  if  that  case  were  law,  it  should  not 
be  carried  one  step  further. 

Next  came  the  case  of  Pomery  t;.  Partington  («).  There,  a 
power  was  given  by  will  to  tenant  for  life  to  lease  all  or  any 
of  the  said  manors,  parts  of  manors,  messuages,  lands,  tene- 
ments, and  hereditaments,  to  any  person  or  persons  whomso- 
ever, for  one,  two,  or  three  life  or  lives,  or  for  the  term  of 
ninety-nine  years  to  be  determinable  on  the  deaths  of  one, 
two,  or  three  person  or  persons,  either  in  possession  or  rever- 
sion, so  as  the  usual  rents,  and  other  yearly  payments,  dues, 
reservations,  and  heriots,  be  from  time  to  time  reserved  and 
made  due  and  payable,  and  so  as  such  lease  or  leases  should 
not  be  made  dispunishable  of  waste ;  and  the  donee  leased  a 
moiety  of  tithes  which  had  never  been  demised  prior  to  the 
will.  And  the  court,  upon  the  broad  principle  of  intention, 
and  conformably  with  the  cases  of  Baggott  t;.  Oughton,  and 
Ooodtitle  dem.  Clarges  t;.  Funucan,  as  the  tithes  had  never 
been  let,  but  had  always  been  occupied  by  the  possessor  of 

(li)  Pomeiy  v,  Partiiigton,  3  Term  Rep.  665. 
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the  estate,  considered  the  lease  unauthorised  by  the  power^ 
and  therefore  void.  *'  There  are  indeed/'  said  Lord  Kenyon, 
**  other  grounds  upon  which  stress  might  be  laid  to  show  that 
this  was  the  intention  of  the  devisor,  if  it  were  necessary  to 
have  recourse  to  them.  In  the  enumeration  of  the  property 
to  be  leased,  every  particular  mentioned  is  a  corporeal  heredi- 
tament :  the  word  'hereditament'  is  indeed  sufficiently  com- 
prehensive in  its  general  signification  to  include  tithes,  but 
the  other  words  which  accompany  it  show  the  sense  in  which 
it  is  to  be  taken  here.  Another  circumstance  is,  that  the 
leases  are  not  to  be  dispunishable  of  waste,  a  provision  which 
could  not  apply  to  tithes.  But  (continued  his  lordship)  I  do 
not  wish  to  rely  on  these  small  circumstances,  my  opinion 
being  founded  on  the  general  intention  of  the  party,  which  is 
feirly  to  be  collected  from  the  other  part  of  the  case/'  Mr. 
Justice  Buller  distinguished  this  case  from  Groodtitle  v,  Funu- 
can,  first,  on  the  ground  of  the  power  in  the  latter  expressly 
extending  to  the  manor  and  fishery,  which  showed  that  it 
never  could  have  been  the  intention  to  annex  the  restriction 
of  reserving  the  usual  rent  to  the  demise  of  the  manor,  because 
it  had  never  been  let  before ;  next,  on  account  of  the  value  of 
the  manor  being  merely  nominal;  and,  thirdly,  on  account 
of  the  smallness  of  the  fishery,  which  was  worth  only  15«.  per 
annum,  and  had  been  let  once  before,  though  it  was  not  in 
lease  at  the  time  of  the  settlement ;  whence  the  intent  was 
concluded  to  be,  that  the  party  might  let  all  the  premises, 
reserving  as  much  rent  in  the  whole  as  had  been  reserved 
before.  And  the  learned  judge  also  remarked  that,  in  that 
case  too,  the  court  relied  on  the  words  at  the  end  of  the 
power,  "  or  proportionally  for  any  part  thereof,"  though  no 
notice  was  taken  of  it  in  the  printed  report.  For  those  words 
showed  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  parties  that  the  quan- 
tum of  the  rent,  and  not  any  particular  part  of  the  premises 
included  in  the  settlement,  was  to  guide  the  person  in  execut- 
ing the  power.  But  that,  in  the  principal  case  (Pomery  v. 
Partington),  the  devisor  did  not  intend  that  any  part  of  the 
estate  should  be  let  but  that  which  had  been  usually  demised 
before. 
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To  the  same  effect  was  Doe  dem.  Bartlett  v,  Ilendle(t;). 
The  testator,  being  seised  in  fee,  devised  to  W.  B.  and  A.  N. 
and  their  heirs  all  his  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments, 
to  the  nse  of  his  grandson,  W.  B.  B.,  for  Ufe,  with  remainder 
to  trustees  to  preserve  contingent  remainders,  with  remainders 
over  j  and  he  gave  power  to  the  trustees,  and  the  survivor,  and 
the  heirs  and  assigns  of  the  survivor,  from  time  to  time  during 
the  minorities  of  his  said  grandsons,  or  of  any  other  person 
to  whom  the  premises  should  descend,  and  afterwards  to  any 
tenant  for  Ufe  under  the  limitations  therein  aforesaid,  to  grant 
any  lease  or  leases  of  all  or  any  part  of  the  said  messuages, 
&c.,  for  (.r)  not  exceeding  three  lives  in  possession  or  rever* 
sion,  so  as  upon  such  lease  or  leases  there  should  be  reserved 
the  ancient  or  accustomed  yearly  rent  or  rents,  heriot  and 
heriots,  and  other  things,  usually  paid  for  the  same  premises. 
After  the  testator's  death,  W.  B.  B.  demised  part  of  the  pre- 
mises under  the  description  of  ''  all  that  messuage,  &c.,  at 
Aykcomb,  otherwise  Colley  End,^'  which,  it  appeared,  com- 
prehended, besides  lands  anciently  and  usually  demised,  two 
pieces,  called  Smallacombs  and  Enavesash,  which  had  never 
been  before  demised;  and  on  that  account  the  lease  was  held 
to  be  void.  This  case  is  a  proof  that  the  situation  and  cha- 
racter of  the  donee  may  be  circumstances  to  show  what 
premises  the  power  of  leasing  is  intended  to  comprehend; 
the  court  being  of  opinion  that  the  intention  was  plainly 
proved  by  the  power  being  given  in  the  first  instance  to  the 
trustees ;  and  that  it  never  could  be  intended  that  they  who 
might  have  had  an  interest  for  a  day  only,  and  who  were  not 
intended  to  have  any  beneficial  interest  for  themselves,  should 
be  able  to  alter  the  nature  of  the  property,  and  prevent  the 
tenant  for  life  from  occupying  what  the  testator  had  always 
reserved  for  his  own  occupation.  They  thought  that  the 
necessary  purposes  of  the  power  would  be  fully  satisfied  by 
suffering  the  trustees  and  the  tenants  for  life  to  let  what  had 
been  let  before;  and  that  when  they  went  beyond  that,  their 

(v)  Doe  dem.  DarUett  v.  Reudle,  3  Mau.  &  Selw.  99. 
(jc)  Thus  in  tlic  report. 
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power  was  exceeded,  and^  consequently,  that  tlie  lease  was 
void. 

So,  where  a  power  was  given  by  will  to  a  tenant  for  life  to 
lease  in  possession  or  reversion,  for  one  life,  or  for  two  or 
three  lives,  any  part  of  the  said  premises  usually  so  leased,  so 
that  (amongst  other  conditions)  ^'  there  be  reserved  in  every 
such  lease,  during  the  continuanoe  thereof,  the  ancient  and 
accustomed  rents  and  heriots  for  the  premises  therein  con* 
tained,  or  more^';  and  a  lease  was  made  comprising  lands  not 
subject  to  the  power,  as  well  as  those  which  it  authorised  to 
be  leased,  at  one  entire  rent,  it  was  held,  on  the  authority  of 
Doe  dem.  Bartlett  v.  Bendle,  just  dted,  that  the  mere  joining 
of  strange  tenements  at  an  entire  rent  was  fatal  to  the  lease ; 
though  the  rents  and  heriots  reserved  were  in  fair  proportion, 
in  point  of  value,  to  the  rents  and  heriots  which  had  formerly 
been  reserved  in  respect  of  all  the  tenements  demised  (y). 

The  only  general  rule  furnished  by  these  cases,  that  the 
intention  of  the  donor  of  the  power  is  to  regulate  the  con- 
struction, is  too  vague  to  be  of  much  practical  service ;  since 
it  does  not  remove  the  difficulty  of  discovering  what  that 
intention  really  is.  Every  case  must,  therefore,  depend  ou 
its  own  language  and  circumstances. 

A  power  of  leasing,  so  as  the  leases  be  not  made  of  such 
part  of  the  said  manor  of  6.  as  are  the  demesne  lands  of  the 
said  manor,  and  so  as  the  ancient  rent  be  reserved,  will  not 
authorise  the  donee  to  demise  the  copyholds :  Holt,  C.  J., 
proved  this  by  the  following  syllogism :  All  the  demesnes  of 
the  manor  are  expressly  excepted  out  of  this  power.  The 
copyholds  are  part  of  the  demesnes.  Therefore,  copyholds 
are  expressly  excepted  out  of  the  power  {z). 

It  has  recently  been  decided  (a),  that  a  power  of  leasing  all 

(y)  Doe  dem.  Lord    Egremont  v,  12  Mod.  147. 
Stephens,  6  Q.  B.  208.  (a)  Dayrell  v.  Hoare,  12  Adol.  & 

(«)  Winter  v.  Loveday,    Lovedaz,  Ell.  356;  S.C.4  Per.&Pav.  114.  And 

lioveden,  Loveder,  Levedore,  or  Love-  see  Doe  dem.  Douglas  v.  Lock,  2  AdoL 

dnrr,Com,  87;  S.  C.  5  Mod.  244.  378;  &  EH.  705;  S.  C.  4  Ner.  &  Man.  807. 

Holt,414;  1  Preem.  507;  Carth. 427;  1  Wiekham  v.  Hawker,  7  Mees.  &  Wei. 

Ld.Raym.267;Comb.371;2Salk.537;  63. 76. 
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or  any  part  of  the  hereditaments  devised  will  not  authorise 
a  lease  of  part^  with  liberty  to  hnnt^  course^  shoot^  and  fish^ 
over  any  other  part  of  the  property  subject  to  the  power; 
the  grant  of  such  a  privilege  not  being  a  lease  of  any  of  the 
hereditaments  devised.  It  is  not  a  grant  of  the  whole;  for  it 
contemplates  that  other  parts  are  not  leased:  nor  is  it  a 
grant  of  part;  for,  in  the  power,  part  is  used  with  reference 
to  the  entirety  which  the  tenant  for  life  has.  Supposing  the 
estate  to  consist  of  two  houses  and  a  thousand  acres  of  land, 
the  power  would  enable  the  party  to  grant  one  house  and  one 
hundred  acres ;  but  the  demise  must  be  of  the  whole  which 
covers  the  part  demised ;  an  easement  cannot  be  granted  by 
itself  out  of  any  separate  part^  as  that  would  be  subjecting 
the  land  to  a  servitude. 

We  may  here  repeat  the  general  rule,  that  the  law  will 
dispense  with  a  qualification  annexed  to  a  power^  which^  if 
observed^  would  tend  to  the  destruction  of  that  power  (A) :  for 
instance :  where  there  is  a  power  to  make  a  lease  of  a  manor^ 
or  of  any  part  thereof^  so  as  the  ancient  rent  be  reserved^  the 
donee  may  make  a  lease  of  the  services^  parcel  of  the  manor, 
upon  which  no  rent  can  be  reserved;  for  otherwise  the  express 
power  would  be  defeated  (c). 

5.  As  to  the  term  authorised;  and  the  period  of  its  com- 
mencement. 

Sometimes  the  term  prescribed  by  the  power  is  for  years 
absolutely ;  sometimes  for  lives ;  sometimes  for  years  deter- 
minable on  lives ;  and  the  donee  has  frequently  the  option  of 
selecting  such  of  the  three  modes  as  he  may  consider  most 
advantageous.  The  ordinary  husbandry  lease  is  for  twenty- 
one  years.  Building  leases  are  sometimes  made  under  a 
settlement  for  sixty  or  ninety  years  (^);  but  there  is  no 
instance  of  a  power  in  a  marriage  settlement  to  lease  for 

(6)  Winter  v,  Loredaz,  Carth.  429 ;  AmbL  748. 

S.  C.  as  in  note  (z),  ante,  p.  423;  cited  (c)  Ibid.                                                                      i 

with  approUtion  by  Lord  Mansfield  in  (d)  Attorney-General  v.  Owen,  10 

Goodtitle  dem.  Clai^ji^es  v.  Funucan,  2  Yes.  560. 
Dongl.  574;  and  by  L.  C.  J.  De  Grey, 
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ninety-nine  years  except  with  reference  to  very  particular 
circumstances  {e).  And  it  is  observable  that  a  stipulation  in 
articles  on  marriage^  that  the  settlement  should  contain  a 
power  of  leasing  for  twenty-one  years  in  possession^  a  power 
of  sale  and  exchange^  of  appointing  new  trustees^  '^  and  all 

such  other  powers^  provisoes^  clauses^  covenants^  and  agree- 

• 

ments^  as  were  usually  inserted  in  settlements  of  the  like 
nature/^  has  been  held  not  to  authorise  the  insertion  of  a 
power  to  grant  building  leases^  although^  &om  change  of  cir- 
cumstances^ the  situation  of  the  premises  might  render  them 
extremely  eligible  for  building  (/).  In  the  case  cited^  the 
general  words  were  considered  of  no  effect^  as  opposed  to  the 
mention  of  the  particular  term  for  years  to  which  the  express 
power  of  leasing  extended. 

It  is  clear  that  a  power  to  lease  for  a  chattel  interest  will 
not  authorise  the  grant  of  a  freehold.  Thus,  under  a  power 
to  lease  for  any  term  or  number  of  years  not  exceeding 
twenty-one  years,  or  for  any  term  or  number  of  years  deter- 
minable upon  a  life  or  lives,  a  lease  for  lives  absolutely  cannot 
be  granted  {g).  On  the  other  hand,  a  lease  for  an  absolute 
term  of  years,  or  for  a  term  of  years  determinable  on  a  life 
or  lives,  cannot  be  conferred  under  a  power  extending  only 
to  leases  for  a  life  or  lives  (A). 

According  to  Bacon  (e),  it  was  said  by  the  judges,  in  S  Keb. 
746,  ''that  the  construction  in  Whitlock^s  case,  that  a  person 
having  power  to  make  leases  for  three  lives  could  not  make 
a  lease  for  ninety-nine  years  determinable  on  three  lives,  was 
too  nice,  and  expressly  contrary  to  the  intent  of  the  parties'^; 
but  it  is  observable  that  no  such  expression  is  to  be  found  in 
the  report  referred  to. 


(e)  Ibid.  2  Ambl.  807.  810;  Appendix,  (F),  2iid 

(/)  Pearse  v.  Baron,  Jacob,  158.  edit  by  Blnnt.    Roe  dem.  Brune  v, 

(g)  Evans  v,  Vanghan,  4  Barn.  &  Prideaux,  10    East,  186.    Rattle    v. 

Ores.  261 ;  S.  C.  6  Dow.  &  Ry.  349.  Popham,  2  Stra.  992;  S.  C.  Conningh. 

(A)  WhiUock's  case,  8  Co.  69,  b.;  102.     2  Burr.  1147.    And  see  Lord 

S.  C,  nom.  Chappel   v.  Whitlock,  1  Ellenborough^s  remarks  on  that  case, 

Brownl.  169;  2  Rol.  Ab.  260.  pi.  3.  10  East,  186. 

Paget  V,  Gee,  1  Ambl.  198.  200;  S.  C.  (i)  Bacon  on  Leases,  p.  151. 
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We  may  here  recur  to  a  distinction^  already  noticed  in 
treating  of  leases  \mder  the  enabling  statute  {k),  between  a 
particular  power  affirmative^  and  a  general  power  restrained 
by  a  negative ;  as  it  may  furnish  a  key  to  the  solution  of 
numerous  questions  on  the  due  exercise  of  powers  of  leasing. 
A  power  of  leasing  for  three  lives^  or  twenty-one  years^  is  an 
instance  of  the  former  kind;  and  a  power  to  make  any  lease 
or  grants  provided  such  lease  or  grant  shall  not  exceed  the 
number  of  three  lives  or  twenty-one  years,  is  an  example  of 
the  latter. 

In  WhitlocVs  case  {I),  in  which  the  distinction  was  first 
taken,  power  was  given  to  the  tenant  for  life  to  make  any 
lease  or  leases,  with  a  proviso  that  they  should  not  exceed  the 
number  of  three  lives  or  twenty-one  years :  the  donee  made 
a  lease  for  the  term  of  ninety-nine  years^  if  two  persons  or 
either  of  them  should  so  long  live :  and  it  was  argued,  that 
the  intention  of  the  power  was  that  he  should  either  make  a 
lease  for  three  lives,  &c.,  or  that  if  he  would  make  a  lease  for 
years,  it  ought  to  be  for  twenty-one ;  and  that,  as  the  lease 
in  question  was  neither  one  nor  the  other,  the  authority  was 
not  well  pursued.  But  it  was  resolved  that  the  power  was 
properly  exercised;  for  the  proviso  of  creation  of  the  power 
was  in  the  beginning  absolute^  affirmative,  and  indefinite; 
scil.,  to  make  any  lease  or  leases  without  any  limitation;  and 
then  the  proviso  of  correction  was  added,  that  such  lease  or 
leases  should  not  exceed  the  number  of  three  lives  at  most, 
or  twenty-one  years,  which  clause  was  negative,  and  qualified 
the  generality  of  the  first  proviso ;  so  that  the  power  by  the 
first  was  general,  and  by  the  second  the  lease  ought  not  to 
exceed  three  lives,  &c. ;  and  when  the  lease  was  made  for 
ninety-nine  years  determinable  on  two  lives,  it  did  not  exceed 
the  number  of  three  lives,  although  in  truth  it  was  not  a 
lease  for  lives. 

Upon  this  distinction  the  decision  in  the  case  of  Boe  dem. 

(1)  32  H.  8.  c  28;  ante,  p.  75-6.  S.    C,    nom.    Chappel   v.   Wliitlock, 

(0  Whitlock'8  caae,  8  Co.  69,  b.;      Brownl.  169. 
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Bnme  v.  Prideaux  (m)  principally  rested.  There  the  power 
of  leasing  was  for  any  term  or  nnmher  of  years  not  exceeding 
one-and-twenty  years^  or  for  the  life  or  lives  of  any  one^  two, 
or  three^  person  or  persons ;  so  as  no  greater  estate  than  for 
three  lives  should  be  at  any  one  time  in  being  in  any  part  of 
the  premises.  The  part  of  the  power^  therefore^  that  au< 
thorised  the  grant  of  a  chattel  interest  was  a  general  power 
restrained  by  a  negative ;  the  part  that  related  to  the  lease 
for  a  life  or  lives  was  a  particular  power  afiSrmative ;  and^ 
adopting  this  view  of  the  case,  the  conrt  held,  that  either  a 
chattel  or  a  freehold  lease  might  be  granted ;  the  former  not 
to  exceed  twenty-one  years,  nor  the  latter  three  lives ;  and 
that  a  lease  for  ninety-nine  years  if  two  persons  or  either  of 
them  should  so  long  live  coold  not  be  supported.  It  was 
argued  that  the  lease  if  not  good  for  the  ninety-nine  years, 
might  still  be  good  for  twenty-one  years,  should  either  of  the 
lives  so  long  continue;  but  the  judges  considered  it  sufficient 
to  say,  that  no  authority  was  cited  to  show  that  a  court  of 
law  had  ever  held  itself  entitled  to  consider  such  a  lease  as 
good  in  part  (n). 

"Where  the  power  is  a  general  one  restrained  by  a  nega- 
tive (o),  as  for  any  term  of  years  not  exceeding  a  specified 
number,  there  is  no  objection  to  a  proviso  enabling  the  lessor 
to  determine  the  lease  at  any  time  on  payment  or  tender  to 
the  lessee,  his  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  of  one 
shilling,  or  the  like  {p).  But  it  is  apprehended  that  the  law 
would  be  different  in  the  case  of  a  particular  power  affirma- 
tive, as  to  lease  for  a  term  certain  (q). 

The  question  whether,  in  the  case  of  a  general  power  re- 
strained by  a  negative,  a  provision  authorising  the  lessee  to 
surrender  his  term  at  pleasure,  could  be  supported,  has 
occasioned  much  conflict  of  opinion. 

(m)  Roe  dem.  Bnme  v.  Prideaux^  Sugd.  Pow.  6th  edit.  Appendix,  No.  14, 

10  East,  158.  p.  596.  Ist  point    R^g.  Lib.  A.  1754. 

(n)  Ibid.  fol.  406. 

(o)  See  ante,  p.  426.  (j)  See  2  Sugd.  Po«r.  355,  6th  edit. 
(p)  Earl  of  Cai*digan  v,  Montagu, 
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In  the  case  of  Jones  r.  Vemey  (r),  where  there  was  a  power 
of  leasing  for  any  term  or  number  of  years  not  exceeding 
sixty-one^  for  the  encouragement  of  rebuilding^  so  as  in  every 
such  lease  there  be  contained  a  condition  Qf  re-entry  for  non- 
payment of  rent^  and  the  usual  and  reasonable  covenants ; 
and  the  lease  contained  a  proviso  that  if  the  lessee  should  at 
the  end  of  the  first  forty  years  of  the  term  granted  be  desirous 
to  determine  the  lease,  and  should  give  twelve  months'  notice 
of  his  desire  in  writing  to  the  reversioner,  then  the  term  and 
estate  thereby  granted  should,  at  the  end  of  the  said  twelve 
months,  absolutely  cease  and  determine;  WOles,  L.C.J.,  who 
deUvered  the  opinion  of  the  court,  said,  that  though  he  did 
not  think  that  the  proviso  made  the  lease  itself  void,  yet  it 
showed  plainly  that  the  lease  was  not  intended  to  be  a  build- 
ing lease. 

A  similar  power  was  given  to  the  lessee  in  the  case  of  Doe 
dem.  Dymoke  v.  Withers  {s) ;  but  no  notice  of  it  was  taken  by 
the  counsel  or  court. 

In  Lowe  v.  Swift  {fj,  where  there  was  a  power  of  leasing, 
for  one,  two,  or  three  lives,  or  for  any  number  of  years  deter- 
minable on  the  deaths  of  such  lives,  not  exceeding  thirty-one 
years,  at  the  most  improved  yearly  rent,  without  fine,  so  as 
in  every  such  lease  there  should  be  contained  a  clause  of 
distress  and  re-entry,  and  all  other  clauses  and  covenants 
usual  between  landlord  and  tenant.  Lord  Manners  was  of 
opinion  that  a  clause  empowering  the  lessee  to  surrender  his 
term  could  not  be  supported :  he  thought  that  such  a  clause 
would  be  a  fraud  on  the  leasing  power,  as  the  tenant  would 
be  at  liberty  to  hold  the  lands  so  long  as  they  were  profitable 
to  him,  but  if  their  value  should  be  depreciated  by  any  cir- 
cumstance, bad  husbandry,  bad  times,  or  otherwise,  he  would 
have  a  right  to  throw  them  up,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  re- 
mainder-man and  the  inheritance. 


(r)  Jones  dem.  G>wp6r  v.  Vemey,      Bam.  &  Adol.  896. 
WiUee,  169.  a.d.  1739.  (0  Lowe  v.  Swift,  2  Ball  &  Beat. 

($)  Doe  dem.  Dymoke  v.  Withers,  2      529.  a.d.  1814. 
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In  the  case  of  Jack  dem.  Wheatley  v.  Creed  {u),  a  settle- 
ment contained  a  power  of  leasing  in  these  words : — "  and  also 
with  the  further  and  usual  leasing  power  for  three  lives  or 
thirtj-one  years  in  possession^  and  not  in  reversion^  and 
without  fine  or  fines  or  other  benefit  for  granting  such  lease 
or  leases  /'  and  the  lease  contained  a  provision  that  it  should 
be  lawful  for  the  lessee  to  yield  up  and  surrender  the  premises 
unto  the  lessor  on  any  first  day  of  May  after  the  expiration 
of  the  first  five  years  of  the  term^  on  giving  six  months'  pre- 
vious notice,  and  paying  all  arrears  of  rent,  &c.  And  the 
coiurt  of  King's  Bench  in  Ireland  were  of  opinion,  that  the 
insertion  of  the  clause  of  surrender  was  a  fatal  objection  to 
the  lease.  They  said  that  the  power  given  was  the  usual 
leasing  power  for  three  lives  or  thirty-one  years,  that  is,  for 
any  term  of  years  or  lives  not  exceeding  three  lives  or  thirty- 
one  years,  it  not  being  necessary  that  the  lease  should  be  for 
the  full  term  mentioned  in  the  power  {ap) ;  but  that  a  lease  for 
a  life  or  lives  absolutely,  or  for  a  term  of  years  absolutely, 
was  a  very  different  thing  from  one  for  a  life  or  years  with  a 
clause  empowering  the  tenant  by  a  surrender  to  determine  it; 
in  the  former  case  both  parties  being  bound  during  the  term, 
and  the  quantum  of  rent  being  probably  fixed  with  a  view 
to  that  circumstance  and  the  consequences  of  it.  And  they 
further  said,  that  the  prejudice  that  might  be  sustained  by  the 
remainder-man,  by  reason  of  injury  to  the  land,  was  the  strong 
objection  to  such  a  clause :  that  the  tenant  might,  by  a  course 
of  husbandry  adapted  to  that  purpose,  exhaust  the  land,  and 
surrender  his  lease  when  the  land  was  so  exhausted  (y) :  and 
that  it  could  not  be  held  that  the  power  was  well  executed  by 
the  lease  for  three  lives,  and  that  the  clause  of  surrender  was 
a  distinct  and  independent  clause,  which  might  be  rejected, 
leaving  the  demise  to  stand  without  the  clause  of  surrender, 
(according  to  Adams  v.  Adams  {z)  and  that  class  of  cases), 

(u)  Jack  dem.  Wheatley  v.  Creed,  this  reason  in  Muskerry  v.  Chinnery, 

2  Huda.  &  Br.  128.  jld.  1828.  2  Sagd.  Pow.  6th  edit  Appendix,  No. 

{x)  Isherwood  v,  Oldknow,  3  Man.  19.  p.  620.  626. 

&  Selw.  .382,  was  cited  by  the  court.  (2)  Cowp.  651. 

(y)  See  L.  C.  B.  Joy's  remarks  on 
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because  the  clause  was  incorporated  with  the  demise^  and 
must  be  considered  as  part  of  the  consideration  for  the  rent 
covenanted  to  be  paid. 

In  the  later  case  of  Muskerry  v,  Chiimery(a),  where  a 
power  was  given  to  a  tenant  for  life  to  lease  all  or  any  part 
or  parts  of  the  settled  estate  for  any  time  or  term  of  years,  or 
lives,  and  with  or  without  covenants  for  renewal,  and  in  case 
of  the  determination  of  all  or  any  of  the  aforesaid  lease  or 
leases  respectively  from  time  to  time  to  make  new  or  other 
leases  thereof  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  with  or  without  any 
fine  or  fines  as  he  should  think  fit ;  and  the  donee,  in  consi- 
deration of  a  sum  of  2000/.,  and  a  yearly  rent  of  150/.,  made 
a  lease  under  the  power  containing  a  clause  empowering  the 
lessee  to  quit  and  surrender  the  premises  at  the  end  of  every 
year  of  the  term  upon  giving  six  months'  notice  in  writing; 
the  court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Ireland,  in  answer  to  a  case 
submitted  for  their  opinion  by  Lord  Plunket,  C,  certified 
that  the  lease  was  not  warranted  by  the  power. 

When  the  case  afterwards  came  before  Sir  Edward  Sug- 
den,  C,  he  said  that  he  very  early  entertained  an  impression 
that  the  case  was  not  satisfactorily  decided  in  the  court  of 
Common  Pleas ;  and  that  his  own  impression  was  that  the 
lease  was  valid :  that  he  was  aware  of  what  had  been  decided 
in  Ireland  upon  the  point ;  but  he  was  bound  to  say  that  his 
opinion  did  not  agree  with  those  decisions  on  the  abstract 
question,  that  a  clause  of  surrender  invalidated  the  lease, 
unless  express  words  were  inserted  to  exclude  it:  that,  where 
the  transaction  was  bon4  fide,  and  the  terms  of  the  power  did 
not  require  the  number  of  years  to  be  absolute,  he  saw  no 
reason  for  holding  that  a  clause  of  surrender  vitiated  the 
lease :  that  many  powers  required  that  the  term  to  be  granted 
should  be  an  absolute  one,  that  is,  not  determinable;  and 
that  this  was  a  powerful  reason  for  not  introducing  the  term 
into  a  power  where  the  parties  themselves  had  been  silent:  that 
in  the  case  before  the  court,  he  considered  that  the  objection 

(o)  Muskerry  v.  Chinnery,  Lloyd  &  Goo.  185,  temp.  Sug<1.  C. 
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was  entitled  to  very  little  weight,  as  the  lessees  had  paid  a 
large  cousideratioii ;  and  that,  with  reference  to  the  terms  of 
the  power,  it  was  entitled  to  no  weight  whatever*  And  the 
Lord  Chief  Baron  concurred  in  this  opinion  (6). 

The  case  came  again  before  Lord  Plimket,  C,  on  a  re- 
hearing ;  and  he  concurred  in  the  decision  of  the  Common 
Pleas,  protesting  at  the  same  time  against  being  supposed 
to  adopt  the  opinion  which  had  been  expressed  by  Sir  Edward 
Sugden  on  the  effect  of  a  clause  of  surrender  in  a  lease  under 
a  power  which  did  not  expressly  warrant  such  clause  (c). 

The  case  afterwards  came  before  the  House  of  Lords  on 
appeal  (d);  whence,  under  some  peculiar  circumstances  of  mis« 
take  attending  Sir  Edward  Sugden's  decree,  it  was  referred 
back  to  the  court  of  Chancery  in  Lreland.  A  case  was 
then  submitted  to  the  Irish  court  of  Queen's  Bench,  and  it 
was  there  certified  by  Bushe,  C.  J.,  Burton,  and  Ferrin,  Js., 
against  the  opinion  of  Crampton,  J.,  that  the  lease  was  not 
warranted  by  the  power  (e). 

The  point  has  since  been  argued  before  six  of  the  learned 
judges  in  this  country,  besides  the  late  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
the  court  of  Common  Pleas  (Tindal),  on  questions  proposed  to 
them  by  the  House  of  Lords;  and  the  judges  came  to  a  unani- 
mous opinion,  which  was  subsequently  read  to  the  house  by 
Mr.  Baron  Alderson,  that  the  liberty  conferred  on  the  lessee 
to  surrender  the  lease  on  giving  six  months'  notice  did  not 
affect  its  validity ;  and  that  the  unlimited  power  of  leasing 
given  to  the  donee  of  the  power  was  an  answer  to  the  objec- 
tion .  The  house,  however,  pronounced  no  opinion  at  the  time, 
and  the  case  was  afterwards  postponed  for  farther  considera- 
tion sine  die;  since  which  no  mention  has  been  made  of  it(/). 

Undttp  a  power  of  leasing  for  one  or  two  lives,  or  for  the 


(6)  See  2  Sugd.  Pow.  6th  edit  Ap-  2  Sugd.  Pow.  362,  6th  edit, 

pendix.  No.  19.  p.  620.  (e)  Muskerry  v.  Sheehy,  2  Jebb  &. 

(c)  Lloyd  &  Goo.  182.  201,  temp.  By,  300. 

Plunk.  C.  (/)  Times  Newspaper  of  Monday, 

(d)  Nom.  Sheehy  v.  Lord  Moskerry,  24th  August,  1846. 
Rob.  &Macl.  493;  S.C.  7  Qa.  &  Fin.  1 ; 
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term  of  thirty  years^  or  for  any  other  number  or  term  of 
years  determinable  upon  one  or  two  lives,  a  lease  for  thirty 
years  absolutely  may  be  made^  the  repetition  of  the  particle 
for  disjoining  and  separating  the  sentence^  and  making  so 
many  distinct  clauses.  The  word  for  in  the  clause  for  the 
term  of  thirty  years  would  otherwise  govern  the  whole  sen* 
tence^  which  would  have  been  penned  in  this  manner,  viz., 
for  the  term  of  thirty  years  or  any  number  of  years  determin- 
able, &c. ;  or  rather,  for  any  term  or  number  of  years  deter- 
minable on  one  or  two  lives ;  for  if  such  a  construction  were 
to  be  made,  there  would  be  no  occasion  for  the  words,  "  for 
the  term  of  thirty  years  '^  {g). 

It  is  the  better  opinion,  as  we  have  seen  (A),  that  the 
enabling  statute  (t)  authorises  a  lease  for  ninety-nine  years 
determinable  on  three  lives :  and,  hence,  a  power  of  leasing  for 
three  lives,  or  twenty-one  years  or  under,  or  for  any  time  or 
term  of  years,  upon  one,  two,  or  three  lives,  or  as  tenant  in 
tail  in  possession  may  do,  authorises  a  lease  of  the  like  nature 
and  duration,  although  in  a  case  where  the  point  arose  [k),  it 
was  objected  that  the  power  did  not  warrant  a  demise  for 
longer  than  twenty-one  years  determinable  on  three  lives. 

In  the  case  of  Bayley  v.  Warburton  (/),  a  power  was  given 
to  tenant  for  life  to  demise  the  premises  for  such  term,  with 
and  under  such  conditions,  rents,  and  reservations,  in  such 
manner  to  all  intents  as  tenants  in  tail  might  do  by  statute 
32  H.  8,  for  the  term  of  one,  two,  or  three  lives,  upon  and 
under  such  reservations  and  rents,  and  in  such  manner  as 
tenant  in  tail  was  enabled  to  do  by  that  statute ;  and  it  was 
contended  that  a  lease  made  in  pursuance  of  the  power  would 
not  bind  a  remainder-man  or  reversioner.  The  Chief  Baron 
donbted ;  but  it  was  argued,  that,  if  such  construction  were 
to  prevail,  the  power  of  leasing  would  be  wholly  insignificant. 


(g)  Winter  v.  LovecUy,  Com.  37,  Roe  dem.Bnme«.Prideaax9lO£ast,l  66. 

Rokeby,  J.,  dbamU.    The  Bame  ease  ia  (&)  Ante,  p.  75. 

to  be  found  in  sevenl  other  reports^  (t)  32  Hen.  8.  c.  28. 

which  are  enumerated  in  n.  (f ),  p.  423^  {h)  Lutwich  v.  Piggot,  8  Mod.  268. 

ante.    And  see  Dampier*8  argument  in  (/)  Bayley  ir.  Warfonrton,  Com.  494. 
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for  the  donee  having  but  an  estate  for  life^  every  lease  beyond 
it  must  have  continuance  against  the  person  in  remainder^  as 
she  might  have  made  a  lease  determinable  on  her  own  life 
without  the  power ;  and  that  the  restrictions  annexed  to  the 
power,  requiring  it  to  be  made  under  such  conditions,  rents, 
&c.,  and  in  such  manner  as  tenant  in  tail  was  enabled  to 
make,  did  not  necessarily  import  that  it  should  be  such  in 
point  of  duration,  but  only  that  it  should  be  attended  with 
such  circumstances  as  that  act  required  in  the  execution  of 
leases  by  tenant  in  tail.  And  of  this  opinion  was  Baron 
Comyns. 

As  the  case  of  Hele  v.  Greene  is  noticed  by  Bolle  in  his 
Abridgment  {m),  it  appears  to  have  been  decided  that  a 
power  of  leasing  given  to  a  tenant  for  lifb  without  specifying 
any  term,  would  warrant  a  lease  for  a  term  exceeding  his  life; 
but,  as  the  case  is  reported  by  Style  (n),  it  appears  that  the 
court  were  divided  in  opinion;  Bolle,  C.  J.,  and  Jerman,  J., 
maintaining  that  such  a  lease  would  be  good,  for  otherwise 
the  power  of  leasing  would  be  nugatory ;  while  Nicholas  and 
Ask,  Justices,  held,  that  the  tenant  for  life  could  only  dispose 
of  the  estate  during  his  life. 

In  the  case  of  Commons  v.  Marshall  (o),  an  estate  was  settled 
on  one  for  life,  with  power  to  make  leases  of  the  premises  for 
any  term  not  exceeding  thirty-one  years,  or  three  lives  (^),  to 
commence  in  possession,  at  the  best  improved  rent,  and  it 
was  held  in  the  court  of  Exchequer  in  Ireland,  that  a  lease  for 
the  lives  of  three  persons  and  the  longest  liver  of  them,  or  for 
thirty-one  years  from  the  1st  of  May  then  last,  which  should 
last  longest,  was  a  good  execution  of  the  power.  The  cause 
was  then  removed  by  a  writ  of  error  into  the  Exchequer 


(m)  Hele  v.  Gi^eene,  2  Rol.  Ab.  261.  Irish  Law  Rep.  395. 

pL  10.  (p)  According  to  the  report  of  the 

(n)  Heale,  or  Hele,  v.  Greene,  Sty.  cuae  by  Wallis,  (Leasee  of  Lord  Net- 

258.  275.  315.  terville  v.  Marshall,  Wallis,  by  Lyne, 

(o)  Commons  v.   Marshall,  7  Bro.  80,)  it  appears  that  the  power  was  to 

P.  C.  Ill  ;  S.  C.  Toml.  ed.  vol.  6,  p*  make  leases  for  three  lives  or  thirty- 

1 68.    See  also  Hosier,  or  Hozier,  v.  one  years  in  possession. 
Powell,  I  Longf.  &  Towns.  2 ;  S.  C.  3 

VOL.  I.                                                  F  P 
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Chamber  in  Ireland^  where  the  judgment  of  the  court  below 
waa  affirmed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor^  in  opposition  to  the 
opinion  of  L.  C.  J.  Annaly;  and  the  decision  was  finaUy 
affirmed^  on  appeal,  by  the  House  of  Lords  of  Great  Britain. 
It  would  appear  that  the  courts  of  Exchequer  and  Exchequer 
Chamber  considered  the  lease  a  good  one  for  three  liv^  and 
no  longer.  But,  according  to  Lord  ^Mansfield  (q),  the  House 
of  Lords,  rejecting  the  words  three  Uve^,  held  the  lease  to  be 
a  good  execution  of  the  power  for  thirty-one  year8>  It  is 
observable,  however,  that  his  lordship,  in  referring  to  the 
lease,  transposed  the  terms  of  the  grant,  by  stating  it  to  have 
been  for  thirty-one  years  or  three  lives  whichever  shotdd  last 
longest,  whereas  in  &ct  it  was  for  three  lives  or  thirty-one 
years  which  should  last  longest. 

In  the  later  case  of  Long  v.  Rankin  (r),  where  ^ere  was  a 
power  of  leasing  for  any  term  or  terms  of  yeafs  not  exceeding 
thirty-one  years,  or  a  number  of  lives  not  exceeding  three 
lives,  it  was  held  that  a  lease  for  the  lives  of  three  persons 
there  named,  or  for  and  during  the  full  term  and  space  of 
thirty-one  yean,  which  lives  or  term  of  years  should  longest 
continue,  was  good,  and  operated  to  limit  the  premises  for  the 
natural  lives  of  the  three  persons  therein  named,  and  the 
survivor  of  them ;  and  in  case  all  the  three  persoaas  should 
die  within  the  period  of  thirty-one  years,  then  for  the  remain- 
der of  a  term  of  thirty-one  years,  to  commence  and  be  com- 
puted from  the  date  of  the  indenture. 

So,  a  power  of  leasing  for  three  lives  will  authorise  a  lease 
for  three  lives  and  the  lives  and  life  of  the  survivc^rs  and  sur- 
vivor {s).  The  lives,  however,  must  be  in  esse  (t),  oertain  and 
co-existing  [u). 

Where  a  person  had  a  power  of  leasing  for  ninety-nine 
years,  to  be  determined  on  the  death  of  one,  two,  or  three 

(q)  In  Eari  of  Darlington  «.  Pal-  v.  Cutler,  T.Raym.  168.  Coakyna^Jrgi 

tenoy,  Cowp.  260.  268.  in  Coventry  v,  Coyentry,  Com.   815. 

(r)  Long  V.  Rankin,  Sugd.  Pow.  6th  Clark  v.  Smith,  9  CU.  &  Fin.  126. 141. 
edit.  YoL  2,  p.  539.  Appendix,  No.  2.  («)  Doe  dem.  Wyndham   v.   Hal- 

(«)  Alsop  V.  Pine,  8  Keb.  44.  oombe,  7  Tenn  Rep.  718. 

(t)  Per  Windham,  J.,  ^f]^  in  Snow 
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lives^  it  was  held^  that  he  could  not  deooise  the  premises  for 
ninety-nine  years  if  A.  B.  should  so  long  live^  and  make  the 
term  to  commenoe  from  and  immediately  after  the  deaths  of 
L.  and  B.^  two  individuals  on  whose  deaths  a  subsisting  term 
of  years  was  determinable  (v).  It  was  argued  that  this  was 
not  a  lease  in  reversion,  but  was  in  effect  a  present  lease  for 
ninety-nine  years  determiniible  on  three  lives ;  for  it  was  to 
depend  on  the  existence  of  three  lives  in  being,  and  could  not 
exceed  it,  and  so  no  greater  charge  on  the  reversion  than  the 
power  warranted;  but  the  court  determined,  that  the  lease  in 
questicm  was  no  more  than  a  grant  of  an  interest  to  be  post- 
poned to  a  future  time;  particularly  as  the  prior  term  might 
by  possibility  be  expended  before  the  lives  of  L.  and  B. ;  and 
that  it  certainly  was  not  the  intention  of  the  devisor  that  the 
tenant  for  life  should  have  power  to  postpone  the  grant  of  an 
interest  to  so  distant  a  period,  but  only  that  he  should  in- 
cumber the  estate  to  the  extent  of  a  term  for  ninety-nine  years 
determinable  on  three  lives.  It  appeared  that  the  lessor  died 
before  the  prior  lives  dropped,  and  that  the  lease,  therefore, 
must  have  taken  effect,  if  at  all,  after  his  death ;  but  this  was 
not  considered  important ;  for  in  Doe  v.  Oxenham  (a?),  which 
stood  next  in  the  paper  for  argument,  the  lease  was  for  ninety- 
nine  years,  if  two  lives  therein  named  should  so  long  live,  to 
commence  from  the  death  of  T.  S.,  who  died  in  the  lessor's 
lifetime;  and  the  court  said  that  this  made  no  difference  in 
effect,  and  gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 

Where  a  settlement  of  lands  held  under  a  lease  for  lives 
renewable  for  ever  gave  a  power  to  the  tenant  for  life  to 
demise  the  same  for  any  term  or  terms  consistent  with  the 
estate  or  term  for  which  the  said  lands  should  be  then  held, 
it  was  held,  that  the  power  authorised  the  grant  of  a  lease  for 
three  lives  different  from  the  lives  in  the  head  lease  [y). 

Whether  such  a  power  woxdd  authorise  a  demise  for  three 

(v)  Doe  dem.  Coplestone  v.  Hiem,  5      Selw.  46. 
Mau.  &.  Selw.  40.  (y)  Hackett  v,  Hobart,  Jones,  Irish 

(x)  Doe   V,   Oxenbam,  5   Mau.   &       Exch.  288. 
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lives  with  a  covenant  for  perpetual  renewal  was  considered 
doubtful  (r). 

If  a  man  having  a  power  of  leasing  for  any  term  of  years 
not  exceeding  100,  demise  the  land  without  expressing  the 
term,  the  lease  will  be  void  for  uncertainty ;  for  there  is  no 
more  reason  that  it  should  be  for  the  greatest  than  for  the 
least  term  he  could  grant ;  or,  indeed,  for  any  other  term 
under  100  (a). 

A  power  of  leasing  for  a  certain  term  authorises  a  lease 
for  a  shorter  period,  the  maxim  being,  omne  majus  conimet  in 
se  minus;  unless  it  plainly  appear  that  the  donor  intended 
the  exact  term  mentioned,  and  no  other,  to  be  granted.  And, 
therefore,  unless  a  contrary  intention  appear,  under  a  power 
of  leasing  for  twenty-one  years,  a  lease  for  any  less  term  may 
be  granted ;  as  may  a  lease  for  two  lives,  or  one  life,  under  a 
power  of  leasing  for  three  lives  {b) ;  the  less  interest,  however, 
must  be  of  the  same  kind  as  the  greater;  a  chattel,  if  a  chattel 
interest  only  be  authorised  by  the  power ;  a  freehold,  if  a 
freehold  (c). 

If  the  power  be  a  particular  power  affirmative  to  lease  for 
a  specified  term,  such  as  twenty-one  years,  a  lease  exceeding 
the  limit  prescribed  cannot  be  sustained  at  law,  even  for  the 
term  authorised  by  the  power  {d) ;  but  it  would  seem  that  if 
the  power  were  a  general  one  restrained  by  a  negative,  as  to 
lease  for  any  number  of  years  not  exceeing  twenty:>ne,  a 
lease  for  twenty-two  years  would  stand  good  for  the  twenty- 
one  {e) .  And  it  was  said  by  Cheshire,  Serjeant,  in  argument  (/), 
that  if  a  power  were  given  to  make  leases  {or  twenty-one 
years,  if  the  person  who  was  to  execute  sudi  power  made  a 


(z)  Ibid.  And  see  O.  Brien  v. 
Grienon,  2  Ball  &  Beat.  323.  Jack 
dem.  Wheatley  v.  Creed,  2  Huds.  & 
Br.  128.     And  post,  p.  438. 

(a)  Bedell  v.  Constable,  Vaagh.  185. 

(6)  laherwood  v.  Oldknow,  3  Mau. 
&  Selw.  382.  Harris  v.  Bessie,  1  Keb. 
347.  Breers  v.  Boulton,  3  Keb.  745. 
Mayor  of  London  v.  Tench,  Ca.  temp. 
Uardw.  by  Bidgew.  2;  S.  C.  2  Barnard. 


K.  B.  333.  Beny  «.  White,  O.Bridgm. 
by  Bann.  91. 

(0  Isherweod  v.  Oldknow,  8  Mau. 
&  Selw.  401. 

(d)  Campbell  v.  Leach,  AmbL  740. 
Jenkins  v.  Kemishe,  Hardr.  395.  398. 

(e)  Per  Holt,  C.  J.,  in  Smartle  v. 
Penhallow,  2  Ld.  Raym.  994.  1000. 

(/)  PeterBr.Ma8ham,Fitzgib.l56.7. 
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lease  for  twenty-one  years^  and  by  the  same  deed  limited  a 
further  interest  in  this  manner,  viz. :  '^  and  from  and  after 
the  term  aforesaid  for  one  year  more/'  the  power  would  be 
well  executed  by  the  first  limitation^  and  the  excess  would  be 
surplusage  not  to  be  regarded. 

We  have  seen  that  a  power  of  leasing  for  any  term  or  num- 
ber of  years  not  exceeding  one-and-twenty  years^  or  for  the 
life  or  lives  of  any  one,  two,  or  three,  person  or  persons,  so  as 
no  greater  estate  than  for  three  lives  be  at  any  one  time  in 
being  in  any  part  of  the  premises,  will  not  authorise  a  lease 
for  ninety-nine  years  determinable  on  lives ;  and  that  such  a 
lease  will  not  be  good  at  law  even  for  the  twenty-one  years 
determinable  on  the  lives  named  {g). 

In  like  manner,  where,  under  a  power  of  leasing  in  posses- 
sion, and  not  in  reversion,  the  donee  demised  the  premises, 
to  hold,  as  to  part  from  a  day  past,  and  as  to  the  residue  from 
a  future  day,  at  an  entire  rent,  the  lease  was  held  to  be  void 
for  the  whole.  It  was  urged  that  the  execution  of  the  power 
might  be  good  in  part,  so  far  as  it  was  warranted  by  the 
power,  though  void  for  the  excess ;  but  the  court  determined 
that  this  was  not  a  case  of  excess :  that  in  such  cases  by 
retrenching  the  excess,  a  lease  might  be  brought  within  the 
terms  of  the  power;  but  that  no  limitation  of  the  term  would 
make  a  lease  in  reversion  a  lease  in  possession  (A). 

But  where  the  lease  would  be  void  at  law  on  the  ground  of 
excess,  yet,  if  the  line  between  the  boundary  of  the  power 
and  the  excess  of  its  execution  be  clear  and  distinguishable,  a 
court  of  equity,  by  vitiating  the  excess,  will  establish  the  lease 
to  the  extent  sanctioned  by  the  power  {t).  As  if  a  party  with 
a  power  of  leasing  for  twenty-one  years,  lease  for  forty,  the 
lease  will  be  good  in  equity  for  the  twenty-one ;  or  if  a  party 

(g)  Roe  dem.  Brune  V.  Prideftux,  10  Rep.  in  Ch.  11 ;  1  £q.  Ca.  Ab.  342. 

Eaat,  158.  pi,  1;  Nels.  87;  S.  C,  nom.  Parry  v. 

(h)  Doe  dem.  Allen  v,  Calvert,  2  Brown,  Freem.   171.     Alexander   v. 

East,  376.  Alexander,  2  Yes.  640.  644.    Case  of 

(t)  Campbell  v.  Leach,  Ambl.  740.  the  Qneensbury  Leases,  1  BIL  P.  C. 

747.  Pawcy  v.  Bowen,  1  Ca.  in  Ch.  437.  Anon.  Freem.  Ch.  224,  case  296. 
23;   S.  C,  nom.  Parry  v,  Bowen,  3 
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with  a  power  of  leasing  for  lives  lease  for  ninety-nine  years  if 
one  shall  so  long  live^  the  lease  will  be  good  in  equity  for  the 
life  of  the  cestui  que  vie  {k),  unless  the  term  expire  before  his 
death  (/) ;  for  in  each  of  these  cases  the  excess  is  distinctly 
ascertainable. 

In  a  late  case  in  Ireland  (m),  certain  leaseholds  for  lives, 
perpetually  renewable,  were  settled  on  one  for  life,  '^with 
the  usual  leasing  power  for  three  Uves  or  thirty-one  years  in 
possession,  and  not  in  reversion/'  A  lease  was  made  for  three 
lives  therein  named,  and  for  and  during  the  life  and  lives  of 
such  other  person  and  persons  as  should  or  might  at  any  time 
thereafter  be  added  or  inserted  to  the  time  and  term  of  the 
demise  pursuant  to  the  covenant  for  renewal  thereinafter 
contained ;  and  the  lessor  covenanted,  upon  the  fall  of  any  of 
the  lives  therein  named,  or  thereafter  to  be  named,  to  make 
a  new  lease  for  the  remaining  life  or  lives,  and  for  the  life  or 
lives  of  such  other  person  or  persons  as  the  lessee  his  heirs 
or  assigns  should  nominate,  at  the  like  rent,  &c.  It  was 
contended  that  the  covenant  for  renewal  vitiated  the  lease. 
The  case  was  decided  on  another  point;  but  the  court  said 
that  they  were  not  satisfied  that  the  arguments  ui^ed  against 
the  validity  of  the  lease  were  well  founded. 

But  in  the  srubsequent  case  of  Clark  v.  Smith  (n),  which  also 
originated  in  Ireland,  a  lease  of  this  description  was  wholly  set 
aside.  A  party  seised  and  possessed  of  lands  in  Ireland,  some 
of  which  were  held  under  a  fee-form  grant ;  some  in  fee ;  and 
some  for  long  terms  of  years;  some  (called  Tubrid)  on  lives 
with  a  covenant  for  perpetual  renewal ;  and  others  on  lives 
without  any  covenant  for  renewal ;  settled  them,  on  the  occa* 
sion  of  his  marriage,  to  the  use  of  himself  for  life,  with  re- 
mainders over;  and  by  the  settlement  it  was  declared,  that  it 
shoxQd  be  lawful  for  the  settlor,  and  all  other  persons  to  whom 
any  use  or  estate  was  thereby  limited,  to  lease  the  lands  and 
premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  any  person  or  persons  for 

(k)  Ibid.  2  Huds.  &  Br.  128. 

(0  Ibid.  (n)  GUrk  v.  Smith,  9  CU.  &  Fin. 

(m)  Jack  dem.  Whefttley  v.  Creed,      126. 
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any  term  or  number  of  liyes  or  years  consistent  with  their 
respectire  interests  therein^  to  conunenoe  in  possession^  and 
not  in  reversion,  remainder,  or  expectancy;  and  so  as  in  every 
sucli  lease  the  best  and  most  improved  yearly  rent  should  be 
reserved  and  made  payable,  without  taking  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  or  other  thing  by  way  of  fine  for  the  making  of 
any  such  lease  or  leases.  By  virtue  of  this  power,  the  settlor 
demised  the  lands  called  Tubrid  for  the  lives  of  A.,  B.,  and 
C,  (diiSerent  from  those  in  the  instrument  under  which  he 
held,)  and  of  all  and  every  such  other  person  and  persons 
as  by  virtue  of  the  lease  and  the  covenant  for  perpetual  re- 
newal therein  contained  should  be  added  to  the  term  thereof; 
and  the  settlor  covenanted  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
with  the  lessee,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  (in  effect,)  that,  upon  the 
death  or  failure  of  the  aforesaid  lives  of  A.,  B.,  and  C,  or  any 
of  them,  which  should  first  happen,  and  upon  the  lessee's 
paying,  within  six  calendar  months  next  after  the  failure  of 
such  life,  to  the  settlor,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  the  sum  of  5/. 
sterling  as  a  fine  for  each  and  every  life  which  should  happen 
to  die,  and  nominating  a  new  life,  he  the  settlor,  his  heirs  or 
assigns,  would  add  the  life  of  such  other  person  so  nominated 
in  the  place  of  the  person  so  happening  first  to  die ;  and  in 
like  manner  from  time  to  time  successively  for  ever,  upon  the 
failure  of  every  other  life  or  lives  in  the  lease  nominated,  or 
thereafter  to  be  successively  nominated,  and  upon  the  like 
payment  of  51.  sterling  as  a  fine  upon  the  nomination  of  each 
and  every  life ;  it  being  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
parties  that  the  lessee,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  should,  on  the 
terms  aforesaid,  have  a  lease  for  three  lives  renewable  for 
ever  of  the  premises  in  being,  on  paying  unto  the  settlor,  his 
heirs  or  assigns,  52.  sterling  for  each  and  every  renewal.  On 
a  case  being  sent  from  the  court  of  Chancery  in  Ireland  to 
the  court  of  Common  Pleas,  the  latter  certified  that  the 
lease  and  covenant  for  perpetual  renewal  were  warranted  by 
the  power  (o);  but,  as  usual,  without  assigning  their  reasons 

(o)  SmitJi  V.  Clarke,  Smyihe,  367;  S.  C.  2  Irish  Law  Rep.  78. 205. 
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for  the  determination ;  and  the  court  of  Chancery  decreed  a 
specific  performance  of  the  coyeuant  for  renewal  against  a 
remainder-man  claiming  under  the  settlement^  who  thereupon 
appealed  to  the  House  of  Lords^  where  the  decree  was  re- 
versed, and  the  plaintiff^s  bill  below  dismissed  with  costs; 
1st,  because  the  attempt  to  extend  the  estate  of  the  lessee 
for  lives  to  be  named  after  the  death  of  non-existing  lives  was 
not  within  the  power,  and  as  the  tenant  for  life  could  not 
have  created  such  an  estate,  the  remainder-man  could  not  be 
bound  to  give  effect  to  a  covenant  for  that  purpose ;  Sndly, 
because  the  power  did  not  authorise  leases  in  reversion;  and, 
Srdly,  because  the  taking  of  fines  was  prohibited. 

If,  instead  of  a  lease  for  twenty-one  years,  or  three  lives,  a 
lease  for  seventy  years  be  taken,  there  is  no  principle  for 
reforming  it  in  the  middle  of  the  term,  by  making  it  a  lease 
for  three  lives,  to  be  determinable  upon  any  life  then  to  be 
named.  The  lives  might  be  gone  long  before ;  and  the  court 
can  never  act  with  safety  in  executing  such  a  proposal  {p). 

And  in  the  case  of  an  agreement,  unless  fraud  form  an 
ingredient  in  the  transaction,  it  may  be  stated  as  a  general 
rule,  that  if  a  tenant  for  life  with  power  of  leasing  agree  to 
grant  a  lease  for  a  longer  period  than  is  warranted  by  the 
power,  the  court  will  compel  him  to  execute  such  a  lease  as 
the  power  enables  him  to  grant  {q).  If,  however,  the  conduct 
of  the  plaintiff  be  such  as  to  raise  suspicions  of  the  fairness  of 
the  transaction,  the  court  will  refuse  a  specific  performance, 
and  leave  him  to  his  remedy  at  law  (r). 

By  an  act  passed  in  the  12th  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne,  the  Bishop  of  Durham  was  authorised  to  grant  certain 
lands  to  the  vicar  of  Stockton.  The  vicar,  of  course,  was 
enabled  to  grant  only  such  leases  as  the  law  allowed  to  a 
vicar  {s) ;  another  act  was  therefore  passed  in  the  1st  year 
of  Creorge  1st,  reciting  that  the  land  might  be  let  for  a  consi- 


(p)  Per  LordEldoninthe  Attorney*  (r)  O'Rourke  v.  Percival,  2  Ball  St, 

General  v.  Griffith,  1 3  Yes.  576-7.  Beat.  58.     Harnett  v,  Yeilding,  2  Scbo. 

(9)  Byrne  v.  Acton,  2  Bro.  P.  C.  &  Let.  548.  5G0. 

390;  S.  C.  Toml  ed.  vol.  I,  p.  186.  («)  As  to  this,  see  ante,  p.238,c/  xg. 
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derable  yearly  rent  if  tlie  lessees  or  persons  fiEurming  tlie  same 
might  have  a  certain  term  and  interest  therein  for  a  snfficient 
number  of  years  for  their  encouragement  to  build  upon  and 
improve  the  same^  but  that  there  being  no  power  given  by 
the  former  act  to  the  vicar,  or  to  any  other  person,  to  grant 
or  demise  the  premises,  they  had  ever  since  the  making  of 
the  act  lain  waste,  and  very  little  advantage  could  be  made 
of  them  without  some  power  of  granting  leases ;  for  remedying 
which  inconvenience,  and  for  the  more  effectually  providing 
and  securing  to  the  vicar  and  his  successors  the  benefit  and 
augmentations  intended  by  the  former  act,  it  was  enacted, 
that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  vicar  for  the  time  being,  with 
the  consent  of  the  vestrymen  of  the  parish  for  the  time  being, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  grant  or  demise  the  lands  in 
question  to  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever  for  such  term 
or  number  of  years,  at  and  under  such  rents,  reservations,  or 
payments,  as  to  him  and  them  should  seem  meet,  provided 
that  the  yearly  rent  should  be  the  highest  that  could  be  got, 
and  that  no  fine  should  be  taken  for  the  making  of  any  such 
grant  or  demise,  and  that  in  case  of  any  difficulty  arising 
between  the  vicar  and  vestrymen  about  letting  to  farm  the 
waste  grounds  aforesaid,  the  matter  in  dispute  should  be 
referred  to  be  determined  by  the  Bishop  of  Durham  for  the 
time  being.     In  consequence  of  this  power,  various  leases 
were  granted  for  990  years,  at  rents  making  together  an 
increase  in  the  vicar's  income  of  about  50/.  per  annum.    An 
information  was  filed,  contending  that  the  leases  ought  to  be 
cut  down,  on  the  principles  applying  to  charity  estates ;  and 
it  was  argued,  that  the  vestrymen  were  to  be  considered  in 
the  nature  of  trustees,  and,  therefore,  that  the  leases  were  to 
be  treated  as  if  made  by  trustees  of  a  charity  (/).     But  Lord 
Eldon  said  that  he  found  it  difficult  to  accede  to  that  reason- 
ing, for  when  the  legislature,  with  respect  to  ecclesiastical 
persons,  had  said  that  they  may  make  such  leases  as  to  them 
should  seem  meet,  it  was  difficult  for  a  court  of  equity,  at  the 
distance  of  100  years,  to  say  what  were  the  terms  on  which 

(0  As  to  which,  sec  aiite,  p.  347. 
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such  leases  should  ha?e  been  granted^  particularly  when  the 
premisea  were  to  be  improved  in  the  manner  in  which  these 
were ;  and^  therefore^  notwithstanding  he  was  of  opinion  that 
the  act  gave  a  power  beyond  what  was  intended,  yet  he  did 
not  think  that  a  court  of  equity  had  a  right  to  cut  down  leases 
that  were  within  the  express  terms  of  it  («). 

The  power  usually  provides  not  only  for  the  duration  of  the 
term,  but  also  specifies  whether  the  donee  is  to  be  confined 
to  the  granting  of  leases  in  possession,  or  allowed  to  grant  in 
reversion.  Where  it  is  intended  to  confer  a  power  of  leasing 
in  possession  only,  the  form,  in  general,  after  authorising 
leases  in  possession,  expressly  negatives  a  right  to  lease  in 
reversion;  as,  ''to  take  effect  in  possession,  and  not  in  rever- 
sion or  remainder  or  by  way  of  fiiture  interest.'^  The  option 
of  leasing  in  possession  or  reversion  is  sometimes  given ;  and 
occasionaUy  the  power  is  silent  as  to  the  period  at  which  the 
term  is  to  take  effect. 

The  subject,  therefore,  may  be  considered  under  the  three 
following  sub-divisions : 

1st.  With  reference  to  powers  that  simply  authorise  the 
grant  of  leases  in  possession;  or  authorise  leases  in  posses* 
sion,  and  contain  also  terms  prohibiting  the  grant  of  leases  in 
reversion* 

2ndly.  With  reference  to  powers  that  authorise  the  grant 
of  leases  in  possession  or  reversion.    And, 

3rdly.  With  reference  to  powers  that  authorise  the  grant 
of  leases  generally ;  but  are  silent  as  to  the  period  of  com* 
mencement. 

And,  to  pursue  it  with  advantage,  we  must  anticipate  the 
distinctions  noticed  in  a  later  part  of  this  work  (v),  between. 
Leases  in  possession;  Leases  in  reversion;  Beversionary  leases; 
Leases  of  the  reversion ;  and  Concurrent  leases. 

A  lease  in  possession  conf^s  at  common  law  a  present 
right  of  present  enjoyment,  and  becomes  perfect  la  point 

(u)  Attorney-General  v,  Wray,  Jac.      ner,  1  Hay.  &  Jo.  79. 
807.     Attorney-General  v,  Moees,  2  (v)  Poet,  in  the  CThapter  on  the  H»- 

Madd.  294.    See  alao  Boyland  v.  War-      bendnm. 
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of  estate  by  the  entry  of  the  lessee :  though  where  the  lease 
is  granted  by  virtue  of  a  power^  the  necessity  for  entry  is 
superseded  by  the  statute  of  uses  (a?). 

A  lease  in  reversion^  in  its  most  ample  sense,  signifies  a 
lease  to  commence  at  a  future  day,  and  is  then  opposed  to 
a  lease  in  possession;  for  every  lease  that  is  not  a  lease  in 
possession,  in  this  sense  is  said  to  be  a  lease  in  reversion  (y). 
In  technical  strictness,  however,  and  particularly  in  powers, 
the  term  ^'  lease  in  reversion,'^  signifies  a  lease  to  commence 
after  the  expiration  of  a  present  interest  in  being  (;?). 

According  to  Holt,  C.  J.,  a  lease  for  life  imder  a  power  of 
leasing  cannot  be  made  to  commence  at  a  future  day ;  and  he 
said  that  for  that  reason  the  very  same  expression  (^^  lease  in 
reversion '')  would  have  a  different  signification  in  the  same 
conveyance ;  meaning,  when  appKed  to  a  lease  for  life,  a  con- 
current lease,  or  a  lease  of  the  reversion,  viz.,  a  lease  of  hmd 
at  the  same  time  under  demise,  not  commencing  after  the 
end  of  that  demise,  but  having  a  present  commencement,  and 
concurrent  with  the  prior  demise ;  when  applied  to  a  lease 
for  years,  meaning  a  lease  to  take  effect  after  the  expiration 
or  determination  of  a  lease  in  being  (a). 

In  Whitlock's  case  {b)  also  it  is  laid  down,  that  a  lease  for 
lives  could  not  be  made  in  reversion,  though  a  lease  for  years 
determinable  on  lives  might.  And  the  same  doctrine  waa 
advanced  by  the  court  in  the  more  modem  case  of  Boe  v. 
Prideaux  {c) ;  because  the  estate  must  be  to  take  effect  in 
JuturOf  and  a  freehold  leajse  could  not  be  conveyed  unless  it 
were  to  take  effect  inpra^enH, 

Now,  although  it  is  well  established  that  a  freehold  interest 
cannot  be  created  at  common  law  to  commence  in  fuluro ; 
yet  nothing  can  be  clearer  than  that  a  freehold  interest  may 
be  made  to  commence  in  fiduro  under  the  statute  of  uses. 

(x)  27  Hen.  8.  c.  10.  vert,  2  East,  376.  383. 

(y)  Per  Holt,  C.  J.,  in  Winter  v.  (a)  Com.  39.    See  also  Holt,  415; 

Loveday,  Com.  39.    This  case  is  re-  Carth.  429. 

ported  by  yarions  pereons,  see  ante,  (6)  Whitlock's  case,  8  Co.  69,  b. 

p.  423.  n.  («).  Lyn  v,  Wyn,  O.Bridgm.  70,  b. 

by  Banii.  122.  131.  (c)  Roe  dcm.  Brune  v.  Prideaux,  10 

(2)  Ibid.     Doc  dem.  AUan  r.  Cal-  East,  158.  185. 
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Why  a  freehold  interest  conferred  under  a  power  of  leasing 
should  be  an  exception  from  the  general  rule  has  not  been 
explained.  The  law^  however^  as  it  is  expounded  in  the  cases 
cited  seems  to  have  been  generally  received  without  inquiry 
into  the  principle  on  which  it  is  founded. 

A  lease  to  commence  at  a  future  day^  independently  of 
any  existing  interest^  though  included  in  the  comprehensive 
expression  ''lease  in  reversion ^'^  is  more  correctly  denomi- 
nated "9k  reversionary  lease";  or  ''a  lease  in  Jnttiro";  and 
confers  an  interesse  termini  on  the  lessee  until  the  period 
pointed  out  for  its  commencement  in  possession  {d). 

A  lease  of  the  reversion  is  such  as  is  granted  during  the 
continuance  of  an  existing  term^  and  is  concurrent  with  it  in 
point  of  interest;  and^  in  ordinary  cases  (e),  confers  on  the 
lessee  a  vested  interest,  and  a  right  to  the  rent  reserved  under 
the  prior  lease.     But, 

A  lease  may  be  concurrent  with  an  existing  one  merely  in 
point  of  computation  of  time,  with  reference  to  duration, 
without  conferring  on  the  second  lessee  anything  more 
than  an  interesse  termini  during  the  continuance  of  the 
first  lease;  as  in  the  case  of  a  second  lease  for  years  being 
granted  to  commence  in  possession  at  the  expiration  of  a 
prior  one,  and  to  be  thenceforth  held  for  a  term  of  years  to 
be  computed  from  a  day  preceding  the  determination  of  the 
prior  lease. 

We  may  now  address  ourselves, 

1st,  to  leases  under  powers  that  authorise  leases  in  pos- 
session; or  authorise  leases  in  possession  and  contain  terms 
prohibiting  grants  in  reversion. 

On  this  branch  of  the  subject  Kttle  or  no  difficulty  presents 
itself;  for  it  is  incontrovertibly  settled  that  a  power  of  leasing 
in  possession,  or  in  possession  and  not  in  reversion,  will  not, 
at  law,  authorise  a  lease  in  reversion,  although  the  estate 
were  in  lease  at  the  time  of  the  creation  of  the  power  (/). 

(d)  2  PresL  Conv.  146.  (/)  Opy  v.  Thomasius,  1  Lev.  107; 

((■)  See  post,  Habeudum.   But,  ae  to      S.  C,  nom.  Opey  v.   Tlioniasius,  T. 

leiibcs  under  powers,  sec  post,  p.  447.         liiiym.  132;  S.  C,  nom.  Opce  r.  Tlio- 
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And  if  the  lease  be  made  to  commence  in  Juturo,  it  is  imma- 
terial whether  the  interval  between  the  execution  of  the  deed 
and  its  commencement  in  interest  be  of  long  or  short  dnra^ 
tion,  as  a  day  will  prove  as  fatal  as  a  year  or  any  longer 
period  {ff). 

In  the  case  of  Fox  v.  Prickwood  {h),  it  appeared  that  one 
being  seised  in  fee  made  a  lease  for  life^  and  afterwards  levied 
a  line  to  J.  S.  for  fifteen  years^  remainder  to  himself  for  life> 
with  a  power  to  make  leases  for  twenty-one  years  or  three 
lives  in  possession;  and  the  question  was^  whether  he  might 
grant  a  lease  during  the  first  fifteen  years  (t)^  or  whether  the 
exercise  of  the  power  was  suspended  until  the  determination 
of  that  term.  The  court  were  clearly  of  opinion  that  he 
might  lease  presently  in  possession^  but  not  in  reversion; 
and  that^  as  the  term  of  fifteen  years  was  subject  to  the 
power^  he  was  not  bound  to  wait  until  the  remainder  vested 
in  him  in  possession :  it  was  held^  however^  that  the  owner 
of  the  fifteen  years  should  have  the  rent  reserved  during  his 
term. 

Even  the  usage  of  the  country  to  grant  leases  of  particular 
kinds  of  lands^  as  arable^  or  pasture^  to  commence  at  different 
periods^  will  not  justify  a  lease  in  reversion  where  leases  in 
possession  are  required  by  the  power  (k).  Thus,  a  lease  ex- 
ecuted, under  such  a  power,  on  the  29th  of  March,  with  an 
habendum,  as  to  the  tillage  ground  from  the  13th  of  February 
then  last  past;  the  pasture  ground  firom  the  5th  of  April  then 
next;  and  the  residue  of  all  the  premises  firom  the  12th  of 


masiiis,  but  almost  unintelligibly  re- 
ported, 1  Sid.  261 ;  S.  C,  nom.  Opie  v. 
Thomatiiifl,  1  Keb.  778.  910;  cited  by 
Dolben,  J.,  4  Mod.  6.  Marquis  of  An- 
trim V.  Duke  of  Buckingham,  1  Ch.  Ca. 
17;  S.  C.  1  Sid.  101;  Freem.  168; 
O.  Bridgm.  by  Bann.  617,  Appendix, 
G.  Fox  V.  Prickwood,  2  Bnlstr.  216; 
S.  C.  Cro.  Jac.  347,  (marked  349  in 
folio  edit,  by  mistake);  1  Rol.  12;  2 
Rol.Ab.260.p].5.  Pollard  v.  GreenvO, 
1  Ch.  Ca.  10;  S.  C.  1  Rep.  in  Ch.  98; 
1  £q.  Ca.  Ab.  342.  pi.  2.    Bowes  r. 


East  London  Waterworks  Company,  3 
BAadd.  375;  S.  C,  on  appeal,  Jacob, 
324.  And  see  Doe  dem.  Pnlteney  v. 
Lady  Cavan,  5  Term  Rep.  567;  S.C, 
in  error,  6  Bro.  P.  C.  175,  Toml.  ed. 

(g)  Bowes  v.  East  London  Waters 
works  Company,  sup. 

(h)  Fox  «.  Prickwood,  sup. 

(0  It  is  stated  m  Rollers  Report  of 
the  case,  that  the  original  lease  for  life 
had  expired. 

(k)  Doe  dem.  Allan  v.  Calvert,  2 
East,  376. 
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May  also  then  next,  being  the  usual  periods  of  entry  by 
tenants  on  arable  and  meadow  ground  respectivdy  in  the 
country  where  the  lands  in  question  lay,  at  an  entire  rent, 
was  held  void,  as  being  directly  in  opposition  to  the  tenns  of 
the  power,  which,  it  was  said,  if  the  custom  were  engrafted  on 
it,  instead  of  being  to  make  leases  in  possession,  would  be  to 
lease  in  reyersion,  so  as  the  commencement  of  the  lease,  as  to 
part,  should  not  be  carried  beyond  the  5th  of  April ;  and,  as 
to  the  other  part,  not  beyond  the  l£th  of  May  next  following 
the  lease. 

The  existence  of  a  tenancy  at  will,  or  from  year  to  year, 
forms  no  obstacle  to.  the  exerciBe  of  a  power  to  grant  leases 
in  possession,  but  not  by  way  of  reversion  or  future  interest, 
if  at  the  time  of  making  the  lease  the  lessor  direct  the  oc- 
cupiers to  pay  their  jeat  to  the  lessee,  which  they  accordingly 
do(/). 

But  a  lease  void  at  law  on  the  ground  of  its  being  granted 
in  reversion,  instead  of  in  possesaon,  may  sometimes  be  sup- 
ported in  equity  in  favor  of  persons  claiming  for  a  valuable 
considenition.  Thus,  wh^re  a  tenant  tor  life,  with  a  power  of 
leasing  certain  mines  in  possession,  made  a  second  lease 
during  the  existence  of  a  former  one  to  only  one  of  the  two 
leasees  entitled  imder  the  former,  and,  after  the  execution  of 
the  second  lease,  the  lessees  worked  the  mines,  and  expended 
considerable  sums  of  money  in  building  smelting  mills,  fee., 
upon  the  spot,  the  court,  in  order  to  support  the  contract, 
presumed  the  surrender  of  the  former  lease,  and  held  tiiat, 
as  the  new  lease  was  acted  imder,  it  should  be  supported  in 
equity,  notwithstanding  its  invalidity  at  law  {m). 

Equity  will  also  lend  its  aid  where  there  is  only  a  merito- 
rious considieration,  as  in  the  case  of  the  lease  being  granted 
by  way  of  provision  for  a  child  (n). 

So,  where  a  man  made  a  voluntary  settlement  on  his  son 
for  ]i&9  And  after  to  his  first  and  other  sons  in  tail,  with 

(Q  Groodtitle  dem.  Claires  v.  Fuxni-  (m)  Campbell  v.  Leach,  Ambl.  740. 

can,  2  Dougl.  566.    Ren  dem.  Hall  v.  (n)  Anon.  2  Freem.  Ch.  224. 

Bnlkeley,  1  Dougl.  292. 
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power  for  the  son  to  make  a  lease  in  possession  for  ninety- 
nine  years  determinable  on  three  Uves,  and  also  to  make 
leases,  to  commence  after  his  death,  if  he  had  issue  male,  to 
continue  so  long  as  he  had  issue  male;  and  the  son  made  a 
lease  to  his  father,  in  trust  for  one  of  his  younger  children, 
but  the  leUse  was  not  pursuant  to  the  power,  it  was  decreed 
good,  and  taken  to  be  as  a  lease  made  by  the  father  after  a 
voluntary  settlement  (o). 

But  it  appears  that  a  power  created  by  act  of  parliament 
must  be  strictly  pursued,  and  if  void  at  law,  equity  cannot 
afford  relief  (p). 

If  a  power  be  granted  to  tenant  for  life  to  lease  in  posses- 
sion^ an  agreement  f(»r  a  lease  to  commence  at  a  future  day 
is  not  void  as  a  lease  in  reversion,  but  will  bind  the  remainder- 
man, if  the  tenant  for  life  outlive  the  day  appointed  for  the 
commencement  of  the  term.  It  is  a  contract,  and  every  con- 
tract must  necessarily  precede  the  execution  of  the  lease  (q). 

Though  a  lease  injuturo  cannot  be  granted  at  law  by  virtue 
of  a  power  to  lease  in  possession ;  it  may  be  doubted  whether 
a  concurrent  lease,  commencing  in  pnesenti,  may  not ;  pro- 
vided the  term  do  not  exceed  that  authorised  by  the  power. 
The  cases  cited  below  (r)  appear  to  warrant  such  a  lease. 
And  Mr.  Coote,  in  his  late  work  on  the  Law  of  Landlord  and 
Tenant,  adopts  the  same  conclusion  («). 

But  Sir  Edward  Sugden  is  decidedly  opposed  to  the  validity 
of  concurrent  leases  (/).    After  a  critical  examination  of  the 


(o)  Goodiag  «.  Gooding,  1  £q.  Ga. 
Ab.  342.  pL  3.  See  also  Marqiua  of 
Antrim  v.  Duke  of  Buddngfaam,  0. 
Bridgm.  by  BB&n.  617,  AppendiXi  G.; 
S.  0.  1  Ch.  Ca.  17;  Freem.  168;  1 
SA.  101.  Pollard  v.  Greenyil,  1  Ch. 
Ca.  10;  S.  C.  1  Rep.  in  Cb.  98;  2lDd 
ed.  184;  1  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  342.  pL  2. 

(  p)  Anon.  Freem.  Ch.  224. 

{q)  Shannon  «.  Bradstzcet,  1  Scho. 
&  Lef.  52.  Dowell  v.  Dew,  1  Yo.  & 
Col.  V.  C.  345. 

,(r)  Bead  9.  Naahe,  1  Leon.  147; 
S.  C.  O.  Bridgm.  by  Bann.  606,  Appen- 


dix, F.  Berry  v.  White,  O.  Bridgm. 
by  Bann.  82,  aemb.  S.  C.  cited,  nom. 
Berry  v.  Biche,  Hardr.  412.  Good- 
tiile  dem.  Charges  v.  Fonuoan,  2  Dougl. 
565,  Ist  point.  Doe  dem.  AUan  v. 
Calrert,  2  East,  876.  384.  Roe  dem. 
Brmie  v,  Prideanx,  10  East,  158.  185. 
Afld  see  Fox  v.  Colder,  1  And.  Bb\ 
S.  C.  Mo.  107.  Sands  v.  Ledger,  2 
Ld.  Raym.  1792. 

(«)  Coote's  L.  and  T.  189.  191. 

(0  Sugd.  Pow.  6th  edit  vol.  2,  p. 
397,  et  acq. 
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cases^  lie  says  {u), "  Upon  the  whole,  then,  the  point  has  never 
been  decided,  and  is  not  surrounded  by  much  authority;  and 
there  seems  reason  to  suppose,  that,  if  it  should  ever  be  ai^ed 
on  its  true  principles,  the  decision  will  be  that  a  concurrent 
lease  cannot  be  granted.  To  guard  against  a  contrary  deter- 
mination, it  might  be  advisable  in  powers  of  leasing  to  ex- 
pressly declare  that  a  concurrent  lease  shall  not  be  granted. 
The  common  power  would  then  run  thus: — 'for  so  many 
years  in  possession,  and  not  by  way  of  reversion,  or  future  or 
concurrent  interest.' ''  And  he  adds  (^),  that  ''  although  a 
concurrent  lease  cannot  be  made,  yet  a  surrender  may  be 
taken  of  the  old  lease,  and  a  new  one  granted.  If  the  new 
lease  be  made  to  the  old  tenant,  an  express  surrender  is  of 
course  unnecessary ;  and  it  is  no  objection  that  the  tenant 
for  life  obtains  an  increased  rent ;  of  course  the  lease  would 
be  void  if  the  increased  was  not  the  proper  rent.^^ 

One  of  the  chief  objections  to  a  concurrent  lease  arises  out 
of  the  difficulties  attendant  on  a  reservation  of,  and  right  to, 
the  different  rents.  This  objection  has  been  strongly  m^ed 
by  Sir  Edward  Sugden.  He  says,  that,  where  the  power 
authorises  it,  a  chattel  lease  may  be  granted  pending  a  prior 
subsisting  one,  provided  it  gives  no  beneficial  interest  during 
the  continuance  of  the  subsisting  lease,  (10  East,  184) ;  and 
this,  in  speaking  of  chattel  leases,  is  what  is  properly  called  a 
concurrent  lease.  Where  there  is  either  a  lease  for  lives  or  a 
lease  for  years  in  being,  of  course  the  lessor  may  grant  or 
demise  the  reversion,  so  as  to  entitle  the  grantee  or  lessee  to 
the  immediate  benefit  of  the  existing  lease;  but  this  is  an 
operation  never  within  the  view  of  ordinary  powers  of  leasing, 
the  object  of  which  is  to  secure  the  rents  for  the  persons 
entitled  to  the  reversion  under  the  settlement  creating  the 
power,  and  not  to  constitute  a  new  lessor  (y).  And  in  a  sub- 
sequent page  {z)  he  says,  that  the  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  the  two  rents,  which  was  relied  on  in  Fox  v.  Collier's 


(w)  Ibid.  p.  410.  (y)  Sugd.  Pow.  6th  edit  vol.  2,  p.  370. 

(ar)  Ibid.  p.  411.  {z)  Page  404. 
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case  (a)  is  no  other  tlian  a  fruitful  field  of  litigation.  If  the 
second  lessee  should  enter  and  be  ousted^  as  of  course  he 
would  he^  the  rent  on  the  second  lease  would,  it  should  seem, 
be  suspended.  Or  it  may  be  thought  that,  as  at  this  day  leases 
are  made  by  deed,  the  second  lease  would  take  effect  by 
estoppel  as  a  lease  in  possession,  and,  attornment  being  now 
unnecessary,  would  carry  with  it  the  right  to  the  rent  re- 
served by  the  first  lease,  and  then  the  remainder-man's  remedy 
for  his  rent  would  be  more  complicated  and  less  effectual  than 
it  would  be  under  a  single  lease.  And  again  he  says(&): — 
Where  the  best  rent  is  required  by  the  power,  if  a  concurrent 
lease  is  granted,  and  the  value  has  risen  since  the  first  lease, 
it  would  at  all  events  be  necessary  to  reserve  the  best,  and, 
therefore,  a  larger  rent ;  and  so  if  the  value  had  fallen  in  the 
interim,  a  less  rent  might  be  reserved.  The  reservation  of 
two  different  rents  for  the  same  period,  particularly  as  the 
larger  one  in  the  first  case  could  not  be  recovered  in  the  way 
contemplated  by  the  power,  if  at  all,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  first  lease,  would  clearly  show  that  such  a  lease  could 
not  be  sustained  as  a  due  execution  of  the  usual  power  of 
leasing. 

Without  attempting  to  answer  these  arguments,  I  may 
refer  to  Mr.  Chancers  remarks  on  the  subject  in  his  work  on 
the  Law  of  Powers.  He  says: — Upon  the  whole,  it  woidd 
seem  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  support  a  con- 
current lease  under  the  common  power  of  leasing  in  posses- 
sion at  rack-rent,  whatever  may  be  the  case  with  other  powers ; 
and  whether  any  distinction  could  be  raised  where  the  out- 
standing interests  are  not  binding  on  the  remainder-man, 
appears  at  least  very  questionable.  If  a  concurrent  lease 
can,  under  such  a  power,  be  supported  at  all,  it  must  perhaps 
be  in  this  view ; — ^that  the  new  lease  carries  no  reversion  or 
rent ;  that  the  limitation  of  the  new  term,  so  far  as  it  is  con- 
current with  that  in  the  old  lease,  is  a  perfect  nullity  j  that 
in  fact  the  new  lease  amounts  to  nothing  more  than  an 

(a)  See  ante,  p.  245.  (b)  Page  409. 
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appointment  to  take  effect  from  the  determination  of  the  old 
lease  for  so  many  years  of  the  term  authorised  by  the  power 
as  shall  then  remain^  the  term  taking  effect  for  the  purposes 
of  computation^  but  not  by  way  of  interest,  from  the  execu- 
tion of  the  lease«  If  so,  of  course  the  result  is  this, — ^that  a 
lease  in  futuro  may  be  created,  provided  the  term  as  computed 
from  the  date  of  the  lease,  does  not  exceed  the  term  authorised 
by  the  power  (c). 

As  a  deed  takes  effect  from  its  delivery  and  not  frt>m  its 
date,  it  follows,  that  a  power  of  leasing  in  possession,  and 
not  in  reversion,  is  well  exercised  by  a  lease  containing  an 
habendum  from  a  future  day,  if  the  execution  of  the  deed  be 
deferred  until  after  that  day  {d) .  And  parol  evidence  is  admis- 
sible to  prove  the  time  of  execution  {e). 

For  a  long  time  a  question  depended  whether  the  word 
from  in  the  limitation  of  a  term  imder  a  power  of  leasing  in 
possession,  was  inclusive  or  exclusive  of  the  day  of  the  appoint- 
ment. The  refined  distinctions  taken  upon  the  terms  ^'from 
the  date;'^  "from  the  day  of  the  date;^^  "from  the  time  of 
the  making ;''  "  thenceforth,^'  and  the  like,  were  a  source  of 
constant  litigation,  and,  it  is  to  be  feared,  afforded  in  too  many 
cases  the  means  of  eluding  a  disadvantageous  contract.  Nor 
was  it  until  Lord  Mansfield's  time  that  all  doubt  upon  the 
point  was  dispelled  by  the  case  of  Pugh  t;.  the  Duke  of  Leeds  (/), 
which  determined,  that  the  words  "from  the  day  of  the  date,'' 
and  similar  terms,  should  receive  such  a  construction  as  would 
support  and  not  defeat  the  deed  in  which  they  were  used.  It 
will  be  unnecessary  further  to  notice  in  this  place  the  parti- 
cidar  cases  bearing  on  the  subject,  as  they  will  be  discussed 
in  another  page  {p). 

2ndly,  As  to  leases  under  powers  that  authorise  the  grant 
of  leases  in  possession  or  reversion. 

(e)  Chance  on  Powers,  voL  2,  p.  300.  Rj.  392.  Campbell  v.  Leacfa,  AmbL  740. 

(d)  Doe  dem.  Cox  v.  Day,  10  East,  (e)  Doe  dem.  Cox  v.  Day,  sap.    Doe 

427.    Freeman  dem.  Vernon  v.  West,  dem,  Reece  v,  Roboon,  15  East,  32. 

2  Wils.   165.     Doe  dem.    Mount  v,  (/)  Pugh  v.  The  Duke  of  Leeds, 

Roberts,  4  DougL  306.    Steele  v.  Mart,  Cowp.  714. 

4  Bam.  &  Cres.  272;  S.  C.  6  Dow.  &  (^)  Post,  as  to  the  Habendum. 
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Under  a  power  of  this  kind^  the  donee  cannot  make  one 
lease  in  possession  and  another  in  reversion  of  the  same  land ; 
but  his  power  of  leasing  in  reversion  will  be  confined  to  such 
land  as  was  not  in  the  possession  of  the  donor  of  the  power 
at  the  time  of  its  creation ;  and^  therefore^  if^  by  the  deter- 
mination of  the  then  existing  lease^  the  donee  once  lease  in 
possession^  he  can  never  after  make  a  lease  in  reversion ;  for 
he  has  an  election  to  do  one  or  the  other^  but  not  both  {h). 
And  if  the  premises^  being  in  possession  at  the  creation  of  the 
power,  be  afterwards  demised,  it  seems  that  a  lease  in  rever- 
sion cannot  be  maintained;  though  C.  J.  Holt  said  he  would 
not  declare  his  opinion  of  that,  because  it  did  not  come  judi- 
cially before  him  (t). 

Where  there  was  a  power  of  leasing  for  any  term  or  terms 
of  years,  or  life  or  lives,  so  as  such  estate  and  term  should  not 
exceed  the  number  of  twenty-one  years  or  three  lives  in 
possession  and  remainder ;  or  for  any  number  of  years  deter- 
minable upon  one,  two,  or  three  lives  at  the  most ;  and  the 
donee  leased  the  premises  to  R.  S.  for  ninety- nine  years,  if 
he  should  so  long  live,  to  begin  after  the  determination  of  a 
term  created  previously  to  the  power,  and  of  which  term  ten 
years  were  then  unexpired;  the  court  held  the  power  to  be 
well  exercised.  They  agreed  that  a  lease  for  one  life  and  ten 
years  would  not  be  within  the  power ;  for  the  estate  must  be 
such  as  would  not  exceed  three  lives  or  twenty-one  years,  in 
the  disjunctive,  and  the  ten  years  and  a  life  might  exceed 
three  lives  or  twenty-one  years ;  but  that,  as  the  ita  quod,  or 
$0  08 J  reached  not  to  the  estates  of  the  land,  but  to  the  estates 
by  virtue  of  the  power,  and  was  therefore  inapplicable  to  the 
then  existing  lease,  the  lease  in  question  did  not  exceed  the 
term  allowed  {k).  They  considered  the  point  ruled  and  deter- 
mined by  Whitlock's  case  {I), 

It  is  observable,  that  the  court  construed  the  word  remainder 

{h)  Winter  v.  Loveden,  I  Ld  Raym.       Bann.  99.  100. 
267.269.  (0  Whitlock'B  case,  8  Co.  ^9,  b.; 

(»)  1  L<L  Raym.  269.  S.  C.  1  Bpownl.  169. 

(Jc)  Berry  v.  White,  0.  Bridgm.  by 
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to  signify  the  same  as  reversion;  and  tlie  word  and,  in  the 
words  possession  and  remainder,  to  signify  or,  in  the  disjnnctire ; 
for  otherwise^  it  was  said^  no  estate  could  be  made  in  possession 
alone  {m). 

One  of  the  objections  mainly  urged  in  the  case  of  Berry  r. 
White,  just  cited,  was,  that  if  the  donee  of  the  power  might 
make  leases  also  in  reversion  or  remainder,  he,  or  those  who 
came  to  have  the  power  after  him,  might  likewise  make  leases 
in  reyersion  or  remainder;  and  so  lease  might  be  made  upon 
lease  in  infinitum,  so  as  every  lease  exceeded  not  three  lives, 
or  twenty-one  years;  and  there  might  be  many  leases  of 
twenty-one  years  after  twenty-one  years,  or  many  leases 
determinable  upon  three  lives,  every  one  of  several  men's 
lives ;  and  so,  in  effect,  destroy  the  interest  of  those  others  in 
remainder  (n).     Bridgman,  C.  J.,  however,  conceived  that  he 
who,  by  virtue  of  the  power,  had  made  such  a  lease  in  rever- 
sion or  remainder,  as  long  as  that  continued  but  a  reversion 
or  remainder,  could  not  make  another  lease  in  reversion  or 
remainder  upon  it,  if  it,  together  with  all  the  estates  in  pos- 
session and  remainder  made  before  by  virtue  of  the  power, 
should  exceed  the  number  of  twenty  years  (o),  or  three  lives, 
in  possession  or  remainder;  for  that  was  the  terminus  ultra 
quern  they  could  not  go  by  virtue  of  the  power;  and  that  the 
words,  '^  so  as  such  estate  and  term  (in  the  singular  number) 
exceed  not  twenty-one  years  or  three  lives  in  possession  or 
remainder,^'  must  be  taken  collectively  for  such  estate  and 
terms  (in  the  plural  number) ;  for  so  were  the  words  prece- 
dent, ''any  term  or  terms^';  and,  secondly,  that  ''estate  in 
possession  and  remainder'^  could  not  properly  be  understood 
but  of  two  estates ;  and,  therefore,  that,  in  a  reasonable  con- 
struction, the  power  might  be  construed  to  be  confined,  not 
to  be  executed  beyond  twenty-one  years  or  three  Uves  in  the 
whole,  both  in  possession  and  remainder  (/?). 

But  where  tenant  for  life  with  a  power  of  leasing  "for  any 


(m)  O.  Bridgm.  by  Bann.  100.  (o)  So  in  report    Qy.  21  ymn ! 

(n)  0.  Bridgm.  hy  Bairn.  101.  (p)  O.  Bridgm.  by  Bum.  101-2. 
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tenn  or  number  of  years^  not  exceeding  tlie  term  or  space  of 
ninety-nine  years  from  tlie  date  of  executing  such  lease^  and 
so  as  every  such  lease  or  leases  should  be  made  to  take  effect 
either  in  possession  or  immediately  after  the  determination 
of  the  leases  then  subsisting  thereof  respectively^',  by  lease, 
dated  29th  May,  1787,  demised  the  premises  for  thirty  years 
from  the  10th  October,  1791,  on  which  day  several  existing 
leases  of  the  same  premises  would  expire ;  and  by  another 
lease,  dated  4th  June,  1787,  but  in  fact  agreed  for  under  the 
same  bargain,  and  at  the  same  time,  as  the  lease  of  29th  May, 
1787,  and  in  pursuance  of  which  agreement  both  leases  were 
executed  at  the  same  time,  granted  the  same  premises  to  the 
same  person,  to  hold  from  the  10th  October,  1821,  for  sixty- 
three  years;  it  was  held,  that  the  second  lease,  being  made 
under  the  same  bargain,  was  an  invalid  execution  of  the  power, 
although  the  whole  interest  comprised  in  the  two  leases  did 
not  exceed  the  term  allowed  by  the  power ;  for  as  the  one 
lease  was  made  to  commence  at  the  expiration  of  a  lease  then 
in  being,  and  the  other  was  not  made  to  commence  until  a 
later  period,  it  was  clear  that  the  latter  was  not  a  lease  to 
take  effect  in  possession,  or  immediately  after  the  determina- 
tion of  the  then  subsisting  lease.  The  court,  however,  said, 
that  had  the  leases  been  made  at  different  times,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  different  bargains,  the  case  might  perhaps  have 
been  different ;  but  on  this  point  they  did  not  think  it  neces* 
sary  to  express  an  opinion  (q). 

It  appears  that  a  power  of  leasing  in  possession  or  reversion 
will  not  warrant  the  grant  of  a  lease  to  commence  at  Michael- 
mas next  after  the  determination  of  a  former  lease,  so  as  to. 
leave  an  interval  between  the  first  and  second  lease  (r). 

A  special  power  of  leasing  cannot  be  declared  upon  as  a 
general  power:  for  example,  if  the  power  be  to  lease  for 
twenty-one  years  in  possession,  and  not  in  reversion,  render- 
ing the  ancient  rent,  and  the  lessee  not  to  be  dispunishable 

(g)  Doe  dem.  Sutton  v.  Harvey,  1  (r)  Berry  v.  White,  O.  Bridgm.  by 

Barn.  &  Cree.  426;  S.  C.  2  Dow.  &      Bann.  102. 
Ry.  589. 
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for  waste^  it  is  a  fatal  yariance  to  declare  upon  it  as  a  power 
to  the  donee  daring  his  life  to  make  leases  for  twenty-one 
years  {s). 

3rdly^  As  to  leases  under  powers  that  authorise  the  grant 
of  leases  generally ;  but  are  silent  as  to  the  period  of  com- 
mencement. 

It  seems  to  be  universally  agreed^  that,  if  the  estate  be  not 
in  lease  at  the  creation  of  the  power^  a  particular  power  affirm- 
ative of  leasing  for  life  or  lives^  for  twenty-one  years,  or  any 
other  specified  period,  without  providing  for  the  time  of  com- 
mencement, will  not  warrant  the  grant  of  a  lease  to  commence 
at  a  future  day  (/) ;  unless  it  can  be  inferred  that  the  donor  of 
the  power  intended  that  a  lease  in  reversion  should  be  made  («) ; 
for  the  term  '^  demise  and  lease^^  imports  a  present  possession ; 
and  if  the  lease  cannot  be  executed  inprasenii,  it  is  hardly 
capable  of  the  sense  belonging  to  the  expression  "to  demise 
and  lease^^.  Upon  this  principle,  where  a  power  was  given  to 
a  tenant  for  life  to  grant,  demise,  set,  and  let,  during  Ids  life, 
all  or  any  part  of  the  lands  devised,  for  the  term  of  ninety- 
nine  years,  to  be  determined  on  the  death  of  one,  two,  or 
three  lives ;  and  in  pursuance  of  the  power  he  demised  the 
premises  for  ninety-nine  years,  if  E.  H.  should  so  long  Uve, 
the  said  term  to  commence  from  and  immediately  after  the 
death  of  J.  L.  and  M.  B.  (^),  who  survived  the  donee  of  the 
power;  it  was  held  that  the  power  was  badly  exercised,  as 
the  lease  was  no  more  than  the  grant  of  an  interest  to  be  post- 
poned to  a  future  time;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  the  death 
of  the  lessor  before  the  prior  lives  dropped,  the  lease  must 
.take  effect,  if  at  all,  after  his  death;  and,  moreover,  that  as 

(«)  Sands  v.  Ledger,  2  Ld.  Raym.  1  Brownl  148.    3  Salk.  276. 

792.  («)  Doe  dem.  Copleston  v.  Hiem,  5 

(0  ConnteiB  of  Siuflex  v.  Wroth,  Mao.  &  Selw.  40.    And  see  Copley*8 

Cro.  Eliz.  5;  S.  C.  3  Leon.  136.  Berry  argament  in  Shaw  v.  SunmerBy  3  J. 

V.  White,  O.  Bridgm.  by  Bann.  94.  96.  B.  Mo.  202-3. 

Hardr.  412.    Winter  v.  Loveday,  Com.  (x)  J.  L.  and  M.  R.  were  liyes  od 

37 ;  S.  C.  at  sap.  p.  428,  n.  (z).    Baynes  which  a  subsisting  term  for  years  was 

V.  Belion,  T.  Baym.  247,  2nd  point  determinable,  though  it  was  not  so 

Slooomb  V.  Hawkins,  Yely.  222;  S.  C.  stated  in  the  case. 
Shecomb  r.  Hawkins,  Cro.  Jac.  318; 
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the  previously  subsistmg  term  might  also  by  possibility  be 
expended  before  the  lives,  it  could  not  be  the  intention  of  the 
devisor  that  the  tenant  for  life  should  have  power  to  postpone 
the  grant  of  an  interest  to  so  distant  a  period,  but  only  that 
he  should  encumber  the  estate  to  the  extent  of  a  term  for 
ninety-nine  years  determinable  on  three  lives  (y). 

In  Doe  t;.  Oxenham  (z),  which  stood  next  in  the  paper 
for  argument,  a  lease  was  made  under  the  same  power  for 
ninety-nine  years,  if  two  lives  therein  named  should  so  long 
live,  to  commence  from  the  death  of  T.  S.,  who  died  in  the 
lifetime  of  the  lessor ;  but  the  court  considered  that  this  made 
no  difference  in  effect,  and  gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 

The  donee,  therefore,  after  having  made  a  lease  in  pursu- 
ance of  his  power,  cannot  during  such  lease  grant  another  to 
begin  at  the  expiration  of  the  first ;  even  though  the  first  be 
but  a  partial  exercise  of  the  power,  and  the  fibrst  and  second 
together  do  not  exceed  the  term  allowed  by  it  (a).  A  lease 
made  to  commence  at  a  future  day  is  alike  void  whether 
that  day  fall  immediately  after,  or  be  totally  indepen- 
dent of,  a  previously  existing  interest  {b).  The  donee's  right 
to  grant  leases  to  commence  injuturo  ia  not  extended,  though 
the  power  enable  him  to  grant  any  lease  or  leases,  or  to  lease 
for  any  term  or  terms  {c). 

These,  it  will  be  observed,  are  cases  of  particular  powers 
a£Srmative ;  but  whether  the  circumstance  of  the  power  being 
a  general  one  restrained  by  a  negative  would  make  a  difference 
is  not  quite  clear. 

As  Anderson  reports  the  case  of  Harcourt  v.  Pole  {d),  it 
was  held,  that  a  power  of  leasing  for  any  number  of  years  not 
exceeding  the  number  of  ninety-nine  years  from  the  time  of 
the  making  of  the  demise  authorised  a  lease  for  sixty  years 
to  commence  twenty  years  after  the  making ;  for  it  did  not 

(y)  Doe  dem.  Copleston  v.  Hiern^  5  calar  power  affirmatiye. 
Man.  &  Selw.  40.  (b)  Slocombe  v.  Hawldns,  sap. 

(z)  Doe  V.  Oxenham,  5  Man.  &  Selw.  (c)  Countess  of  Sossex  v.  Wroth, 

46,  n.  sup.    Berry  v.  White^  O.  Bridgm.  hy 

(a)  Shaw  v.  Summers,  5  J.  B.  Mo.  Bann.  96-7. 
196.     This  was  not  a  case  of  a  parti-  (d)  Harcourt  r.  Pole,  1  And.  273. 
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exceed  the  number  of  ninety-nine  years  from  the  time  of 
making  the  demise ;  and  that  the  sense  of  the  power  was  the 
same  as  if  it  had  been  to  make  leases  for  ninety-nine  years 
from  the  time  of  the  making  of  the  lease^  or  for  any  other 
term  which  did  not  exceed  that  number  of  years.  But  Bridg* 
man  (e)  seemed  to  think  that  there  was  no  ground  for  the 
difference.  He  said  that  the  lease  in  reversion  in  Whitlock's 
case  {/),  though  the  power  was  of  the  same  description^  could 
not  have  been  granted^  had  not  the  words  "  as  well  in  posses- 
sion as  in  reversion  "  been  inserted. 

The  recent  case  of  Shaw  v.  Summers  (ff)  seems  also  opposed 
to  Harcourt  v,  Pole.  A  power  was  given  to  trustees  to  let 
the  premises  in  such  parts  and  parcels^  manner  and  form^  and 
for  such  time  and  term  not  exceeding  twenty-one  years^  as 
they  should  think  proper;  and  it  was  held^  that  such  a  power 
authorised  only  a  lease  in  possession^  and  not  in  fiUtaro ;  and 
that^  as  the  trustees  had  let  the  premises  for  ten  years^  and 
afterwards^  and  before  the  expiration  of  that  term^  relet  them 
for  eleven  years  to  begin  at  a  future  day^  the  second  lease 
was  void^  and  a  bad  execution  of  the  power^  although  the  two 
terms  together  did  not  exceed  twenty-one  years. 

But  a  distinction  is  said  to  exist  where  the  premises  were 
in  lease  at  the  creation  of  the  power^  and  continue  subject  to 
the  same  lease  at  the  time  of  exercising  the  power;  and  it  is 
also  said  that  a  lease  in  reversion  may  be  granted^  though,  as 
we  shall  see,  the  cases  on  which  the  assertion  rests  are  too 
contradictory  and  unsatisfactory  to  justify  a  positive  opinion. 
The  inaccuracy  of  some  of  the  early  reports  was  never  more 
evident  than  in  the  cases  connected  with  this  subject. 

In  the  Marquis  of  Northampton's  case  (A),  which  is  usuaUy 
adduced  as  an  authority  in  suppoit  of  the  distinction,  it  is 
observable  that  the  reporters  are  not  agreed  upon  the  fiiu^ ; 
in  addition  to  which,  its  value  as  an  authority  is  diminished 

(e)  O.  Bridgm.  by  Bann.  96.  3  Dy.  357.  a. ;  S.  C.  3  Leon.  71 ;  4 

(/)  8  Co.  69,  b.  Leon.  17.    In  these  two  Tolmnes  of 

(g)  Shaw  v.  Sommere,  3  J.  B.  Mo.  Leonard  this  case   is  reported  with 

196.  scarcely  a  yerbal  alteration.     2  Bol. 

(A)  Marquis  of  Northampton's  case,  Ab.  261.  pi.  8. 
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by  the  circumstance  of  the  judges  not  being  unanimous.  The 
case  as  reported  by  Dyer^  is  in  these  terms : — The  husband 
and  the  wife^  by  their  deed  indented^  dated  in  December^  in 
the  thirty-second  year  of  Hen.  8^  made  a  lease  of  certain 
parcels  of  the  inheritance  of  the  wife  for  the  term  of  twenty* 
one  years^  rendering  to  them  and  to  the  heirs  of  the  wife  the 
accustomed  rent.  And  afterwards^  in  35  H.  8.^  it  was  enacted 
by  parliament^  that  the  husband  should  have  and  enjoy  the 
lands  in  lease  and  the  rent  to  himself  only  for  the  term  of  his 
life^  remainder  to  his  wife^  and  that  all  leases,  and  grants 
thereof  made  and  to  be  made  by  the  husband^  by  indenture^ 
for  the  term  of  twenty-one  years^  or  less^  reserving  the  accus- 
tomed rent  to  him  for  the  term  of  hislife^  and  after  his  decease 
to  his  wife  and  to  her  heirs^  should  be  good  and  effectual 
during  such  term  or  terms.  The  husband  after  eight  years 
of  the  said  lease  expired^  (reciting  the  former  lease^)  demised 
and  granted  the  said  land  for  twenty-one  years  next  after  the 
end  of  the  first  twenty-one  years^  reserving  the  said  usual 
rent  by  indenture  according  thereto.  Whether  this  lease  be 
good  or  not  after  the  death  of  the  vdfe  and  husband^  qussre. 
The  argument  depends  upon  the  meaning  of  the  makers  of 
the  act,  whether  he  can  make  any  lease  or  leases  in  reversion 
or  not ;  for  no  restraint  of  the  lease  in  reversion  is  in  the 
act,  as  is  written  in  the  act  32  Hen.  8.  c.  28.  Therefore  it 
seemed  to  Man  wood  and  Dyer  that  the  lease  above  is  good  and 
warranted  by  the  act.    But  Mounson  e  contra  (t). 

Leonard,  on  the  other  hand,  who  reports  the  case  in  his 
3rd  and  4!th  volumes,  with  little  or  no  change  of  language, 
notices  the  act  conferring  the  power,  and  states  that  the  mar- 
quis leased  for  twenty-one  years,  and  afterwards  leased  the 
same  land  to  another  for  twenty-one  years,  to  begin  after 
the  determination  of  the  first ;  and  Dyer  is  reported  {k)  to 
have  said,  "  the  words  are  general,  omnea  dimUsiones,  and, 
therefore,  not  to  be  restrained  unto  special  leases,  scil.,  to 
leases  in  possession '';  and,  according  to  the  4th  volume  of 

(i)  The  marginal  note,  ascribed  to      the  better  opinion.'' 
C.  J.  Treby,  adds,  <<  And  <hat  seems  {k)  3  Leon.  72, 
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Leonard^  the  case  was  adjourned;  but  he  makes  no  mention 
of  Manwood^s  acquiescence  in  Dyer's  observation. 

It  is  certainly  remarkable  that  no  particular  allusion  was 
made  to  the  existence  of  the  prior  lease  as  a  ground  for  the 
decision;  but^  according  to  Leonardos  report^  Dyer  founded 
his  opinion  on  the  words  of  the  power  being  general^  onmes 
dimissiones,  and^  therefore^  not  restrained  to  special  leases, 
scil.^  to  leases  in  possession. 

Very  little  or  no  light  is  thrown  upon  the  subject  by  the 
case  of  Parrot  v.  Eeble  (Z),  where  it  appears  that  the  court 
considered  a  lease  for  years  to  begin  after  an  estate  for  hfe  in 
possession,  a  good  execution  of  the  power ;  but  this  may  be 
accounted  for  (if  we  may  rely  on  Godbolf  s  report)  by  the 
circumstance  of  the  power  expressly  authorising  a  lease  in 
possession  or  reversion. 

No  judgment  was  pronounced  in  the  case  of  Opy  t;.  Tho- 
masius  (m) ;  but  the  opinion  of  the  court  was  clearly  in  favor 
of  the  distinction.  Certain  lands  which  were  then  in  lease 
for  the  residue  of  a  term  of  ninety-nine  years  were  settled  on 
successive  tenants  for  life,  with  power  of  leasing  in  posses- 
sion for  a  term  mentioned ;  and  the  first  tenant  for  life  granted 
a  lease  to  commence  at  the  expiration  of  the  existing  term. 
Keeling,  Justice,  inclined  to  think  that  the  lease  was  within 
the  power,  the  settlement  being  solely  of  a  reversion;  but 
Windham  and  Twisden  held,  that  although  a  power  of  leasing, 
in  general  terms,  would  authorise  a  lease  of  the  reversion,  or 
a  lease  in  reversion,  if  the  premises  were  in  lease  at  the  crea- 
tion of  the  power,  and  continued  subject  to  the  same  lease 
when  the  power  was  exercised,  yet,  as  the  power  expressly  men- 
tioned leases  in  possession  only,  a  lease  in  reversion  could  not 
be  granted,  though  the  premises  were  under  a  lease  granted 
prior  to  the  creation  of  the  power. 

These,  as  the  reader  will  perceive,  were  cases  of  particular 

(2)  Parrot   v,    Keble,    Godb.    195.  132;  S.  C.,nom.  Opee  v.  Thomaaufl,  1 

Gable  v.  Perrot,  BrownL  &  Gold.  173,  Sid.  260;  S.  C,  nom.  Opie  v.  Thom»- 

semb.  S.  C.  tiiu,  1  Keb.  778. 910.    See  Comb.  377. 

(m)  Opy  V.  Thomaaiiia,  1  Ley.  167;  See  also  O.  Bridgm.  by  Baim.  613, 

S.  C.,nom.  Opey  v.  Thomariua,  T.  Raym.  AppeDdiz. 
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powers  affirmative.  Another  case(n)^  tending  to  the  same 
conclusion^  remains  to  be  added,  where  the  question  arose  on 
a  general  power  restrained  by  a  negative. 

Thomas  Lord  Coventry,  being  seised  of  the  reversion  of 
certain  premises  expectant  on  the  determination  of  a  lease  for 
ninety-nine  years  if  Sir  Thomas  Haslewood  and  two  other 
persons  should  so  long  live,  settled  them  to  the  use  of  himself 
for  life  j  remainder  to  Thomas,  his  eldest  son,  for  life ;  with 
remainders  over.  And  in  the  settlement  there  was  a  proviso, 
that  it  should  be  lawful  for  every  person  who  should  be  actu- 
ally seised  of  the  freehold  of  the  premises  to  make  leases  of 
any  part  thereof  for  any  term  not  exceeding  twenty-one  years, 
or  determinable  on  one,  two,  or  three  lives,  so  as  there  should 
not  be  in  any  part  of  the  premises  so  leased  at  any  one  time 
any  more  or  greater  estate  or  estates  than  for  twenty-one 
years,  or  for  three  lives,  or  for  any  number  of  years  deter- 
minable on  three  lives.  Thomas,  the  eldest  son,  and  then 
Earl  of  Coventry,  and  tenant  for  life,  demised  the  premises 
to  S.  and  C.  for  ninety-nine  years  from  the  death  of  Sir 
T.  Haslewood,  the  survivor  of  the  three  cestuis  que  vie,  if 
the  countess  should  so  long  live.  The  single  question  was, 
whether  this  lease  was  pursuant  to  the  power:  and,  after 
many  arguments,  the  court  was  of  opinion  that  the  lease 
made  by  Thomas  Earl  of  Coventry  was  good  pursuant  to  the 
power  given  him  by  the  settlement. 

AJl  these  cases  are  in  favor  of  the  distinction  alluded  to : 
But  there  are  others  as  strongly  opposed  to  it. 

The  case  of  the  Countess  of  Sussex  v.  Wroth  may  be  first 
referred  to.  It  is  observable,  however,  that  scarcely  two  of 
the  books  in  which  it  is  reported  or  cited  concur  in  their 
statement  of  the  facts ;  and  not  only  do  they  differ  as  to  the 
existence  of  a  lease  anterior  to  the  one  respecting  which  the 
question  arose ;  but  the  books  which  admit  its  existence  do 
not  concur  in  the  circumstance  of  its  being  created  previously 
to,  or  by  virtue  of,  the  power. 

(n)  Coventry  v.  Coventry,  Com.  312. 
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According  to  the  report  of  the  case  by  Croke(o),  the  land 
was  assured  hy  the  Earl  of  Sussex^  by  act  of  parliament^  to 
his  wife  for  her  jointure^  the  reversion  in  fee  to  the  earl, 
with  power  to  the  earl  to  lease  for  twenty-one  years ;  and  the 
earl  made  a  lease  for  twenty-one  years^  and  before  the  end  of 
it^  and  in  the  month  of  March^  made  another  lease  to  the 
same  lessee  for  twenty-one  years^  to  commence  at  the  Michael- 
mas following ;  and  it  was  adjudged  a  void  lease^  because  for 
the  time  it  was  a  lease  in  reversion.  To  the  same  effect  is 
the  citation  of  the  case  in  Mountjoy's  case^  in  Moore  {p). 

Leonard  reports  in  his  first  volume  {q)y  that  the  premises 
were  settled  by  act  of  parliament  upon  the  wife  of  the  Earl  of 
Sussex^  during  her  widowhood^  for  her  jointure ;  and  that 
when  the  power  was  exercised  they  were  in  lease  to  the  crown, 
by  virtue  of  a  demise  made  by  the  ancestor  of  the  earl  (the 
donee).  The  third  volume  of  the  same  reporter  (r)  does  not 
state  whether  the  first  lease^  which  is  there  admitted  to  have 
been  existing  at  the  time  of  the  grant  of  the  second^  was  made 
by  virtue  of  the  power,  or  not.  The  words  are,  *'  The  manor 
of  Bumham  was  assured  to  the  Countess  of  Sussex  for  her 
jointure ;  with  a  proviso  in  the  act,  that  it  should  be  lawful 
for  the  Earl  of  Sussex  to  make  a  lease  or  leases  for  twenty- 
one  years  («),  and  afterwards,  a  year  before  the  first  lease 
was  ended,  he  made  another  lease  for  twenty-one  years,  and 
this  second  lease  was  to  begin  and  take  effect  from  the  end  of 
the  first  lease.    And  it  was  adjudged  that  the  lease  was  void. 

From  the  reference  to  the  case  in  Latch  (^),  and  Palmer  («), 
it  would  seem  that  the  first  lease  was  made  in  exercise  of  the 
power.  It  there  appears,  that  a  private  statute  was  made,  by 
which  land  was  assured  to  the  Countess  of  Sussex  for  her 
jointure ;  but  with  power  to  the  earl  to  make  leases  for  twenty- 


Co)  Coimtefls  of  Suasex  v.  Wroth,         («)  In  the  4th  Tolnme  of  Leooftrd, 

Cro.  EUz.  5.  where  this  case  is  ilso  reported,  p.  65, 

(p)  Mo.  199.  H  is  heresaid,  **  The  earl  made  a  lease 

(q)  Norn.  Lepor  v.  Wroth,  1  Leon,  for  twenty-one  yean,  and  afterwards/' 

35.  &c,  as  above. 

(r)  3  Leon.  130,  nom.  Wroth  v.  The  (0  Latch,  243. 

Coontess  of  Sussex  case.  («)  Pafan.  468-9. 


Cb.  I.  8.  lY.]  WHO  LSSSORS: — ^BONBES  OP  POWER.  461 

one  years^  who,  half  a  year  before  the  end  of  the  first,  made 
another  lease  for  twenty-one  years,  to  commence  at  the  end 
of  the  first ;  and  it  was  said  not  to  be  good  j  first,  because  it 
was  a  particular  power  to  make  leases ;  and,  secondly,  because, 
being  once  executed,  it  should  never  be  executed  afterwards ; 
and  this  was  the  main  reason. 

The  quotation  of  the  case  in  Popham  (or),  though  a  little 
ambiguous,  seems  to  correspond  with  the  report  in  Leonard's 
third  volume,  for  it  is  stated  that  in  the  case  of  the  Countess 
of  Sussex,  who  had  a  jointure  for  life  by  act  of  parliament, 
with  a  proviso  that  the  earl  her  husband  might  demise  it  for 
one-and-twenty  years,  rendering  the  usual  rent,  where  the 
said  earl  had  made  a  lease  for  one-and-twenty  years,  according 
to  the  statute,  within  a  year  before  the  end  of  the  same  lease, 
the  earl  made  a  new  lease  for  one-and-twenty  years,  to  begin 
after  the  end  of  the  former  lease,  and  died,  the  countess 
avoided  the  last  lease,  &c. 

As  the  case  is  cited  in  FitzwiUiam's  case  (y),  and  afterwards 
by  Bokesby,  J.,  in  Winter  v.  Loveday  (r),  no  mention  is  made 
of  the  existence  of  a  previous  demise;  but  it  is  said  that  H. 
Earl  of  Sussex  conveyed  the  manor  to  the  use  of  himself  for 
life,  and  afterwards  to  the  use  of  the  countess  for  life,  with 
power  to  the  earl  to  lease  for  twenty-one  years ;  and  that  he, 
in  April,  made  a  lease  for  twenty-one  years,  to  begin  at  the 
Michaelmas  following,  and  that  such  lease  was  void.  The 
slight  notice  of  the  case  in  Moore  (a)  is  also  silent  as  to  an 
existing  term. 

Notwithstanding  these  di£ferences,  it  appears  to  have  been 
universally  admitted  that  the  lease  was  void. 

The  case  of  Slocomb,  or  Shecomb,  v,  Hawkios  {b),  also  seems 
opposed  to  the  distinction  j  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
reports  do  not  furnish  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  facts.  A 
tenant  for  life  ?dth  power  to  lease  at  any  time  for  twenty-one 

(x)  Poph.  9,  nom.  The  case  of  the  (a)  Mo.  494. 

Countefls  of  SnaBez.                         «  (6)  Slooomb «.  HawIciiib,  YoIt.  222; 

(y)  6  Co.  33,  a.,  nom.  Leaper  v.  S.  C,  nom.  Sheoomb  v.  Hawldnfly  Gro. 

Wroth.  Jm.  31 8;  1  BrownL  148.    3  Salk.  276. 

(2)  5  Mod.  380. 
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years  made  a  lease  for  that  term  to  commence  after  the  deter- 
mination of  one  abready  in  existence^  and  it  was  clearly  held 
that  the  second  lease  was  void ;  for  if  the  donee  might  upon 
such  power  make  lease  upon  lease^  she  might  by  making  in- 
finite leases  detain  those  in  remainder  firom  the  possession  for 
ever^  which  would  be  contrary  to  reason^  and  the  intent  of 
the  parties.  But  the  chief  difficulty  lies  in  discovering  whether 
the  first  lease  was  made  before^  or  by  virtue  of^  the  power. 
As  Yelverton  reports  the  case^  it  was  made  in  pursuance  of 
the  power :  Croke,  on  the  other  hand,  reports  that  the  first 
lease  was  in  existence  at  the  creation  of  the  power;  and  it 
may  not  be  immaterial  to  notice  that  Bokeby,  J.,  in  Winter 
V.  Loveday  (c),  and  Bridgman,  C.  J.,  in  Berry  v.  White  (d), 
adopt  Croke's  statement  of  the  circumstances.  Brownlow 
scarcely  affords  an  inference  either  way.  If^  therefore.  Yd- 
verton's  report  be  the  correct  one,  the  case  serves  only  as  an 
authority  that  a  power  of  leasing  for  a  specified  term,  without 
reference  to  the  period  of  commencement,  will  not  warrant  a 
lease  in  reversion :  If  Croke  and  Brownlow  have  stated  the 
facts  truly,  it  is  opposed  to  the  distinction  in  question. 

In  addition  to  this  case,  we  have  the  authority  of  L.  C.  J. 
Bridgman,  whose  elaborate  and  luminous  argument  in  deliver- 
ing the  opinion  of  the  court  in  the  case  of  Berry  t;.  White  {e) 
deserves  the  greatest  attention,  not  only  as  it  relates  to  the 
point  in  question,  but  for  the  miscellaneous  information  it 
affords  on  the  subject  of  powers  in  general.  ''It  stands,'' 
said  that  learned  Judge  (/),  "  with  the  reason  of  law  to  consider 
and  weigh  the  nature  of  the  estate  at  the  time  of  creating  the 
power ;  if  the  estate  upon  which  the  power  is  executable  were 
in  possession ;  or,  if  it  were  in  reversion,  construction  is  to  be 
made  aliter,  et  alUer  where  the  words  of  the  power  are 
indefinite  and  general.  In  Leaper  and  Wroth's  case  (^),  cited 
in  Fitzwilliam's  case  (A),  it  is  agreed,  if  a  man  have  a  power 


(c)  5  Mod.  380 ;  S.  C.  ut  sup.  p.  423,  Baim.  82. 

n.  («).  If)  O-  Bridgm.  by  Bann.  94. 

(d)  O.  Brigdm.  by  Bum.  96.  (g)  Sup.  p.  461. 

(e)  Berry  v.  White,  O.  Bridgm.  by  (A)  6  Co.  33,  a. 
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to  make  leases  for  twenty-one  years  indefinitely^  without  a 
restraint  to  make  them  in  possession^  yet  he  cannot  make  a 
lease  in  reversion^  or  to  take  effect  at  a  day  to  come ;  for  he 
may  make  it  to  take  effect  in  possession.  But  suppose  that 
at  the  time  of  such  a  general  indefinite  power  created^  the 
estate  was  only  an  estate  in  reversion^  expectant  upon  another 
for  years  or  lives^  there,  I  conceive^  he  may  make  a  lease 
presently  after  the  power  created^  though  the  former  lease 
was  in  being;  for  it  was  a  reversion  when  it  was  settled;  and 
as  a  reversion  upon  such  a  power  he  may  lease  it.  But^  in- 
deed^ such  a  lease^  though  it  take  effect  in  point  of  interest 
dejntttro,  yet  it  must  be  made  to  begin  presently,  as  in  case 
of  a  concurrent  lease  of  a  bishop.  And  this,  as  Justice  Jones 
said  in  the  argument  of  Evans  v.  Ayscough  {%),  8  Car.  1.^  was 
put  by  Popham  to  be  agreed  in  the  Marquis  of  Northampton's 
case  (j) ;  it  is  implied  in  the  report  of  Shecomb  v.  Hawkins' 
case^  2  Cro.  819  {k).  It  cannot  be  made  to  begin  at  a  fiiture 
day/' 

Nothing  can  be  stronger  or  more  conclusive  than  these 
words :  they  plainly  deny  to  the  donee  the  privilege  of  making 
a  lease  to  commence  in  reversion  on  the  determination  of 
an  existing  term,  though  that  term  was  in  being  when  the 
power  was  created.  And  we  may  here  remark  that  the  deci- 
sion in  Berry  v.  White  in  favor  of  a  lease  granted  to  com- 
mence at  the  determination  of  an  existing  lease  is  not 
inconsistent  with  the  observations  of  C.  J.  Brigdman,  founded, 
as  it  was,  on  the  particular  wording  of  the  power,  which 
enabled  the  donee  to  grant  for  any  term,  &c.,  so  as  such 
estate  and  term  should  not  exceed  the  number  of  twenty-one 
years  or  three  lives  in  possession  and  remainder. 

The  case  of  Baynes  t;.  Belson  (Q  is  to  the  same  effect.  Sir 
John  Curson  having  made  a  settlement,  among  other  uses,  to 
the  use  of  himself  for  life,  with  power  to  make  leases  to  any 


(t)  Ertaa  «.  Aacnithe,  Palm.  457;  (0  Baynes  «.  Belson, T.IUym.247-8, 

S.  C.  ut  sap.  p.  294,  n.  (r).  2nd  point    The  case  was  adjourned 

(J)  Ante,  p.  456.  upon  another  question. 
{h)  Ante,  p.  461. 
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persons  for  one^  two^  or  three  lives^  or  for  one-and-twenty 
years^  made  a  demise  to  E.  B.  for  twenty-one  years^  to  com- 
mence affcer  the  deaths  of  J.  and  M.^  who  were  tenants  for 
lives^  and  who  lived  seyeral  years  after;  and  the  whole  court 
were  of  opinion  that  the  power  was  not  well  execated^  the 
lease  being  to  commence  injuturo. 

The  case  of  Doe  dem.  Copleston  v.  Hiem  {m),  before  no- 
ticed {n),  where  the  lease  was  set  aside^  being  made  to  com- 
mence at  a  future  day^  scarcely  furnishes  an  argument  on 
either  side^  and  for  three  reasons^  Ist^  because  it  is  not  stated 
when  the  existing  interest  for  years  determinable  on  the  lives 
of  J.  L.  and  M.  B.  was  created;  2ndly^  because  the  attention 
of  the  court  was  not  called  to  the  distinction  under  consider- 
ation; and^  Srdly^  because  J.  L.  and  M.  B.  might  by  possi- 
bility have  survived  the  existing  term^  in  which  case  the 
reversionary  interest^  instead  of  being  dependent  on  the 
determination  of  the  preceding  interest^  must  have  waited  to 
take  effect  until  the  decease  of  the  survivor  of  J.  L.  and  M.  B. 

As  the  point  is  not  free  from  doubt^  no  prudent  practitioner 
would  take  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  advising  a 
party  to  take  such  a  lease  in  reversion. 

If  the  power  require  the  leases  to  be  made  in  possession^  a 
lease  in  reversion  cannot  be  granted^  though  the  estate  in 
the  premises  was  only  a  reversion  when  the  power  was 
created  (o). 

A  second  lease^  however^  if  made  to  commence  in  pnegenii, 
and  not  exceeding  the  period  marked  out  by  the  power,  may 
be  supported  as  a  concurrent  lease  (p).  It  is  scarcely  neces- 
sary to  remark,  that  a  new  lease  granted  to  the  same  lessee, 
to  commence  in  prcesenii,  will  operate  as  an  implied  surrender 
of  his  first  lease  {q), 

(m)  Doe  dem.  Copleston  o.  Hiern,  RoL  12,  case  (15).    2  RoL  Ab.  260. 

5  Hao.  &  Selw.  40.  pi.  5. 

(n)  Ante,  p.  484-5.  (p)  Berxy  v.  White,  O.  Bridgm.  by 

(o)  Opy,  Opey,  or  Opie,  v.  Thoma-  Bann.  82.  94. 

8108, 1  LeT.  167;  S.  C.  T.  Raym.  132;  (q)  Ive^s  case,  5  Co.  11,  a.,  3rd  le- 

1  Sid.  260;   1   Keb.  778.  910.     See  solntion.   Thompson  o.  Trafford,  Poph. 

Comb.  377;  and  Fox  o.  Prickwood,  2  8;  S.  C.  2  Leon.  188. 
Bnlstr.  216 ;  S.  C.  Cro.  Jac  847 ;  1 
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6.  As  to  the  rent  to  be  reserved. 

In  powers  of  leasing  of  former  days^  it  was  usual  to  require 
the  reservation  of  the  ^'ancient  and  accustomed  rent'^;  but 
the  practice  has  comparatively  fallen  into  disuse. 

The  majority  of  modern  powers  of  leasing  for  years  direct 
the  best  or  most  improved  yearly  rent  that  can  reasonably  be 
had  or  gotten^  to  be  reserved^  without  taking  any  fine^  pre- 
mium^ or  foregifk.  Bat  where  lands  have  usually  been  let 
for  lives^  the  power  frequently  provides  for  leases  upon  fines^ 
which^  as  the  hves  or  leases  drop^  are  considered  among  the 
annual  profits  (r). 

Some  difference  of  opinion  has  prevailed  as  to  the  signifi- 
cation of  the  words  ''ancient  and  accustomable  rent.''  Holt^ 
C.  J.^  thought  that  they  meant  the  rent  that  was  reserved  at  the 
time  of  the  creation  of  the  power,  where  a  lease  was  then  in 
being;  or  that  was  last  before  the  time  reserved^  where  there 
was  no  lease  then  in  being;  for  he  that  created  the  power 
intended  no  more  than  that  the  lessor  and  lessee  should  not 
be  able  to  put  the  estate  in  a  worse  condition^  but  keep  it  in 
the  same  plight  and  condition^  at  leasts  that  it  was  in  when 
so  settled.  Suppose  (he  said)  anciently  there  had  been  a 
variety  of  rents  reserved,  as,  for  instance,  19/.  for  many  years 
anciently,  and  20/.  for  some  few  years  before  the  settlement, 
and  at  the  time  thereof  the  lands  were  not  in  lease ;  in  that 
case,  the  20/.,  and  not  the  19/.,  though  a  much  more  ancient 
rent,  would  be  the  ancient  rent,  for  the  length  of  time  in  that 
case  is  immaterial;  and  for  this  he  depended  on  the  case  of 
Morrice  t;.  Antrobus  {s).  And  he  said  that  if  a  tenant  in  fee 
made  a  lease  at  50/.,  and  afterwards  at  10/.,  and  then  made 
a  settlement,  the  10/.  would  be  the  ancient  rent  (/). 

Lord  Cowper  dissented  firom  this  construction.  He  held, 
that  if  leases  had  been  granted  twice  at  a  greater,  and  once  at 
a  lesser  rent,  the  two  former  leases  would  be  the  ancient  rent, 

(r)  Taylor  dem.  Atkynsv.  Horde,  1  63  ;  S.  C.  2  Yem.  531.  542;  Freem. 

Burr.  60.  121.  Ch.  by  Hov.  291.    See  also  ante,  pages 

(«)  Hardr.  825.  65  and  67,  as  to  leases  under  the 

(<)  Orby  V.  Mohun,  Gilb.  £q.  Rep.  enabling  statute  of  32  Hen.  8.  c.  28. 

VOL.  I.  H  H 
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for  the  last  might  be  made  by  him  who  had  the  fee,  who  was 
not  bound  to  reserve  the  ancient  rent,  but  might  let  it  for 
nothing  if  he  pleased  («). 

In  a  late  case  {x),  however,  the  court  confirmed  Lord  Holt^t 
view  of  the  subject,  and  said,  that,  to  ascertain  trhat  were  the 
ancient  rent  and  reservations,  the  proper  evidence  was  the 
last  lease.  That  reference  may  be  made  to  former  leases  for 
the  purpose  is  clearly  established  (y). 

If  the  power  require  the  ancient,  usual,  and  accustomed 
rents,  boons,  heriots,  and  services,  usually  paid,  or  more,  to 
be  reserved,  a  lease  omitting  covenants  on  the  leasee's  part 
to  pay  all  taxes,  rates,  duties,  and  impositions,  cannot  be 
supported,  if  the  former  amount  of  rent  be  reserved;  becauae 
such  rent,  being  liable  to  deductions  for  land-tax,  and  other 
taxes,  cannot  be  considered  as  the  ancient  rent  (r).  So,  if  the 
former  leases  have  contained  a  covenant  on  the  lessee's  part 
to  repair,  or  to  grind  at  the  lessor's  mill  all  the  com  which 
he  (the  lessee)  should  spend  upon  the  premises,  the  omission 
of  a  covenant  to  perform  these  duties,  which  are  in  the  nature 
of  a  boon  or  service,  will  prove  fatal  to  the  lease  (a). 

So,  where  there  was  a  power  of  leasing  lands  anciently 
demised,  so  as  the  ancient  and  accustomed  yearly  rent  and 
reservations  were  reserved,  and  the  donee  demised  the  pre- 
mises, with  an  exception  of ''  all  timber  trees,  bodies  of  pollard 
and  other  trees  whatsoever,"  the  exception  in  former  leases 
being  of  '*  all  and  all  manner  of  timber  trees  and  trees  likely 
to  prove  timber,"  so  that  in  the  new  lease  the  upper  part  of 
the  trees,  from  which  lops,  tops,  and  boughs,  might  be  taken, 
was  not  excepted,  it  was  held  that,  as  the  exception  was 
larger  in  the  old  than  in  the  new  lease,  the  premises  could 

(«)  Oxby  V.  Mohun,  Gilb.  £q.  Rep.  son,  5  Barn.  &  Aid.  S63.    Doe  dem 

58.  Douglas  v.  Lock,  sap. 

(:r)  Doe  dem.  Douglas  o.  Lock,  2  (s)  Earl  of  Cardigan  v.  Montags, 

AdoL  &  Ell.  705.  786 ;  S.  C.  4  Nev.  &  Sugd.  Pow.  Appendix,  6th  ed.  p.  596. 

Man.  807.  603,  8th  point    Reg.  Lib.  A.  1754. 

(y)  Smith  V.  Doe  dem.  Jersey,  D.  P.  fol.  406. 

2  Brod.  &  ^ng.  478 ;  S.  C.  5  J.  B.  (a)  Earl  of  Cardigan  v,  Montagu, 

Mo.  332;  7  Pri.  379;  8  Bli.  P.  C.  290.  sup. 
Doe  dem.  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  v,  Wil- 
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not  be  taken  to  have  been  demised  at  the  ancient  rent^  and^ 
therefore^  that  the  new  lease  was  void  (b). 

In  the  same  case  (c)  it  appeared^  that  the  manor  of  P.  was 
devised  to  A.  for  life^  with  a  power  of  leasing  such  parts  of 
the  lands  lying  within  the  said  manor  as  had  anciently  been 
demised^  so  as  the  ancient  and  accustomed  yearly  rent  and 
reservations  were  thereby  reserved ;  such  leases  being  from 
time  to  time  made  and  granted  in  the  same  manner  and 
form^  and  with  and  under  such  and  the  like  reservations, 
restrictions,  covenants,  conditions,  and  agreements,  as  were 
usually  and  customarily  contained  in  leases  of  the  same  kind, 
in  the  several  and  respective  parishes  and  places  where  the 
same  premises  were  situated.  In  the  ancient  leases  there 
was  a  provision  for  the  lessees  ''  doing  and  performing,  from 
time  to  time  during  the  said  term,  suit,  toU,  custom,  and  ser- 
vice,  to  and  at  the  water-grist  mill  of  and  belonging  to  the  lord 
of  the  said  manor,  and  situate  and  being  within  the  same,  by 
grinding  all  his  and  their  com  there  ";  whereas  in  the  lease 
on  which  the  question  arose  the  render  was,  ^'  from  time  to 
time  during  the  said  term,  such  suit,  toll,  custom,  and  service, 
to  and  at  the  water-grist  null  of  and  belonging  to  the  said  A. 
(the  tenant  for  life),  her  heirs  or  assigns,  and  also  to  the  person 
or  persons  as  aforesaid,  by  grinding  all  their  com  and  grain 
at  such  null;  but  the  variance  was  held  to  be  immaterial. 

There  is  no  objection  to  a  greater  rent  than  that  usually  or 
anciently  payable  being  reserved  {d). 

In  the  case  of  Doe  v.  Creed  (e),  a  power  was  given  to  a 
devisee  for  life  of  certain  estates  in  the  counties  of  Sussex, 
Huntingdon,  and  Middlesex,  and  in  the  dty  of  London,  to 
grant  leases  of  the  estates  in  the  counties  of  Sussex  and 
Huntingdon  for  any  term  or  terms  of  years  not  exceeding 
twenty-one,  so  as  there  should  be  reserved  by  such  lease  or 

(&)  Doe  dem.  Douglas  v.  Lock,  2  Mao.  807. 

AdoL&  ED.  705.  746;  S.  C.  4  Ney.&  (cQ  3  Ch.  Rep.  78.     Campion  v. 

Man.  807.    Smith  v.  Bole,  Cro.  Jac.  Thorpe,  Clayt.  99.    Doe  dem.  Newn- 

458.  ham  v.  Creed,  4  Man.  &  Selw.  371. 

(c)  Doe  dem.  Douglas  v.   Lock,  2  (e)  Doe  dem.  Newnham  v.  Creed, 

Adol.  &  £11.  705.  743;  S.  C.  4  Nev.  &  sap. 

H  H  2 
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leases  the  mast  rent  that  could  be  got  for  the  same;  and  of 
the  premises  in  the  county  of  Middlesex  and  city  of  London 
for  any  term  or  terms  of  years  not  exceeding  sixty-one^  so  as 
there  should  be  reserved  thereon  the  umal  or  other  the  most 
rent  that  could  be  had  for  the  same.  The  donee  of  the 
power  demised  a  part  of  the  premises  in  the  dty  of  London 
for  sixty-one  years^  in  consideration  of  a  fine^  reserving  a 
yearly  rent  of  10/.,  which,  without  a  fine  being  paid,  were 
worth  50/.  a  year.  It  appeared,  that  when  the  power  was 
created  the  premises  were  in  possession  of  a  tenant,  who  had 
paid  a  fine  of  100/.,  and  who  then  paid  a  yearly  rent  of  6/.; 
and  the  lease  was  held  to  be  valid.  Le  Blanc,  J.,  said, 
that  if  the  testator's  object  had  been  to  prevent  the  taking 
of  a  fine  upon  the  lease  of  the  lands  in  London  and  Middle- 
sex, and  to  require  that  the  remainder-man  should  have  the 
most  rent,  he  had  no  occasion  to  vary  the  phrase  in  respect 
of  these  lands  from  that  which  he  had  used  in  respect  of  the 
lands  in  the  two  other  counties;  and  therefore,  by  introducing 
the  term  tisual,  he  certainly  meant  to  secure  to  the  remainder- 
man as  much  rent  as  before,  but  he  also  meant  to  give  the 
tenant  for  life  power  to  take  a  fine(/).  And  Dampier,  J.,  in 
the  course  of  the  argument,  said,  that  he  had  always  con- 
sidered usual  in  these  powers  as  contrasted  to  most. 

In  a  recent  case  (^),  a  power  of  leasing  was  given  to  tenant  for 
life,  so  that  there  should  be  reserved  in  every  such  lease,  during 
the  continuance  thereof,  the  ancient  and  accustomed  rent  and 
heriots  for  the  premises  therein  contained,  or  more;  and  a 
lease,  dated  30th  June,  1788,  was  made,  in  which  the  only  reser- 
vation as  to  heriots  was  as  follows: — '^  Yielding  and  paying,  on 
the  several  deaths  of  H.B.  and  E.  A.  B.,  the  sum  of  6/.13«.4if., 
they  dying  after  the  commencement  of  the  term  whether  in  suc- 
cession or  otherwise,  for  and  in  the  name  of  an  heriot.^'  A  lease 
of  the  premises  was  produced  as  a  pattern  lease,  dated  13th 
September,  1734,  being  the  lease  in  existence  at  the  creation  of 
the  power,  and  granted  for  ninety  *nine  years  determinable  on 

(/)  4  Man.  &  Selw.  377.  v.  Grazebrook,  4  Q.  B.  406;  S.  C.  3 

(g)  Doe  dem.  The  Earl  of  Egremont      Ga.  &  Day.  334. 
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the  lives  of  J.  B.^  E.  B.  and  M.  H.^  wherein  the  reservation  of 
the  heriots  was  as  follows : — ^'Yielding  and  payings  upon  the 
death  and  deaths  of  each  and  every  of  them  the  said  J.  B.j 
E.B.  and  M.  H.^  three  of  his^  her  and  their  best  beasts^  or  three 
of  the  best  beasts  of  the  then  tenant  in  possession  of  the  pre- 
mises^ or  that  shall  be  then  thereon  depasturing  or  feedings 
or  the  full  sum  of  6/.  13«.  4(/.^  at  the  choice  of  the  said  [lessor] 
his  heirs  and  assigns^  for  and  in  the  name  of  an  heriot  or  far- 
lief  (A) :  provided  that^  living  the  said  J'.  B.^  no  such  heriot 
or  sum  of  money  in  lieu  thereof  shall  be  paid  or  demanded 
on  the  death  of  his  sister^  the  said  E.  B.^  or^  living  the  said 
J.  B.  or  E.  B.^  on  the  death  of  their  mother^  the  said  M.  H/' 
At  the  trial  it  was  contended  for  the  lessee^  that  though  the 
heriot  reservation  in  the  later  lease  was  not  the  '^ancient  and 
accustomed '^  heriot^  as  appeared  by  comparison  with  the 
former^  yet  the  reservation  in  that  respect  was  *'  more ''  than 
in  the  former,  and  therefore  followed  the  power ;  upon  which 
a  question  arose,  whether  the  proof  of  that  allegation  lay  on 
the  plaintiff  or  lessee ;  and  the  court,  though  not  prepared  to 
say  that  the  burthen  of  proof  would  lie  in  all  possible  cases 
on  a  lessee  under  a  power,  yet  when  a  lease  avowedly  varied 
from  a  pattern  lease  in  so  important  a  point  as  to  deprive  the 
landlord  of  an  option  between  a  sum  of  money  and  the  three 
best  beasts,  the  change  in  the  reservation  threw  upon  the  lessee 
the  burthen  of  making  out  that  the  new  state  of  things  was 
as  beneficial  as  the  old. 

If  the  lessor  reserve  less  than  the  ancient  rent  required  by 
the  power,  the  lessee  cannot  substantiate  the  lease  by  con- 
senting to  pay  the  ancient  rent  afterwards ;  the  maxim  of  law 
being,  quod  initio  non  valet ,  tractu  temporis  non  potest  con- 
vakscere{t}. 

Where  the  power  prescribes  a  reservation  of  the  usual,  or 
ancient  and  accustomed  rent,  great  circumspection  is  required 


(h)  In  some  manors  westward^  they  cites  Cowel  Interp.  in  toc.  **  Farley  or 

distingnish  Farleu  to  be  the  best  good,  Farleu" 

as  fferiot  is  the  beet  beast,  payable  at  (i)  Jones  dem.  Cowper  v.  Verney^ 

the  tenant's  death,  note,  4  Q.  B.  408,  Willee,  169.  176. 
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in  framing  tlie  reddendum^  to  insure  its  reservation  out  of 
the  identical  lands  in  respect  of  whicli  it  has  usuallj  been 
payable ;  for  if  a  tenant  for  life  of  lands^  oyer  part  only  of 
which  he  has  a  power  of  leasing^  reserving  the  ancient  or 
accustomed  rent^  make  a  lease  of  all  the  lands  at  one  entire 
rent  {fj ;  or  if  tenant  for  life  with  power  of  leajsing  such  part 
of  the  estate  (except  certain  specified  lands)  as  had  been 
usually  let  to  farm^  reserving  the  like  rents^  services^  heriots^ 
and  profits  as  at  the  time  of  the  settlement  were  reserved  and 
payable  for  the  same^  or  more^  make  a  lease  of  all  the  estate^ 
including  the  excepted  lands  {k) ;  in  either  case  the  lease  will 
be  void^  as  against  the  remainder-man^  for  the  whole.  The 
rent  under  such  circumstances  cannot  be  called  the  ancient 
and  accustomed  rent^  since  it  issues  out  of  all  the  premises^ 
part  of  which  was  not  charged  with  a  rent  before  (Q.  The 
demise  cannot  be  supported  even  for  the  premises  subject  to 
the  power^  though  the  rent  reserved  equal  or  exceed  the  sum 
usually  paid  as  the  ancient  or  accustomed  rent  (m).  And  it 
seems  that  the  same  effect  will  be  produced  if  the  lease  lay 
the  remainder-man  under  difficulties  to  know  whether  the 
usual  rent  be  reserved ;  as  if  it  extend  to  things  out  of  which 
no  rents  can  be  reserved^  as  tithes  (n)^  rents  of  assize^  rents 
of  customary  tenants^  commons^  feedings^  deer^  and  the 
like  (o). 

There  is  a  difference^  however^  between  these  cases^  and  the 
case  of  a  party  owner  in  fee  of  certain  lands^  and  tenant  for 
Kfe  of  others^  with  a  power  of  leasing  at  the  ancient  rent, 
making  a  lease  for  the  whole  at  an  entire  rent.  In  the  latter, 
although  the  lease,  after  the  decease  of  the  lessor,  would  be 

iJ)  Mounljoy's  caae,  5  Co.  5,  b.,  5th  5  Bam.  &  Adol.  298;  S.  C.  2  Ney.  & 

resolution.    Campion  v.  Thorpe,  Clayt  Man.  264. 

99.    Doe  dem.  Bartlett  v.  Rendle,  3  (l)  Ibid. 

Mau.  Sl  Selw.  99.    Earl  of  Cardigan  (m  Ibid. 

V.  Montagu,  Sugd.  Pow.  Appendix,  2nd  (n)  See  poet,  Reddendum,  as  to  a 

3rd  and  5th  points.     Doe  dem.  Douglas  reservation  of  rent  out  of  tithes. 

V.  Lock,  2  Adol.  &,  Ell  705.  747;  S.  C.  (o)  Taylor  dem.  Atkyns  v.  Horde, 


4  Nev.  Sl  Man.  807.    And  see  Doe      1  Burr.  60.  124.    Earl  of  Cardigan  v. 
dem.  Griffiths  v.  Lloyd,  3  Esp.  78.  Montagu,  Sagd.  Pow.  Appendix,  2nd 

(ir)  Doe  dem.  Williams  V.  Matthews,      point 
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void  aa  against  the  remainder-man^  as  to  the  lands  snbject  to 
the  power^  it  would  remain  in  operation  as  to  the  lands  in 
fee^  and  the  rent  would  be  apportioned  (j^). 

And  in  a  late  case  in  Ireland  (;)  it  was  said^  that  lands 
comprised  in  a  power  of  leasing  may  be  demised  with  others 
not  within  the  power  at  an  entire  rent^  if  the  power  be  general 
and  unrestricted ;  as^  in  the  event  of  the  lessee  being  evicted 
from  the  lands  not  affected  by  the  power^  there  would  be  an 
apportionment  of  the  rent  at  law  in  fevor  of  the  person 
entitled  under  the  settlement;  but  that  an  objection  on  that 
ground  in  the  case  of  the  ordinary  power  of  leasing  would  be 
entitled  to  great  weight  (r). 

If  the  reservations  be  distinct^  the  usual  rent  being  reserved 
on  some  premises^  and  not  on  others,  the  lease  will  be  void 
only  as  to  those  which  have  not  the  usual  reservation  (s).  So, 
if  several  parcels  be  comprised  in  one  lease,  with  several  rents, 
some  greater  and  some  less  than  have  usually  been  reserved, 
the  lease  will  be  void  as  to  those  parcels  which  have  not  the 
proper  rent  reserved  out  of  them,  although  the  entire  amount 
of  rent  be  reserved  in  the  whole  (/).  Under  a  power  of 
leasing,  reserving  so  much  rent  or  profit  as  has  formerly  been 
reserved  upon  every  demise  for  twenty-one  years  or  three 
lives  in  possession  only,  the  lands  in  the  possession  of  the 
party  creating  the  power  may  be  demised  without  rent  (u). 

It  is  now  settled,  in  subversion  of  a  contrary  doctrine  con- 
tained in  Coke's  reports  (ai),  that  a  part  only  of  premises 
formerly  let  jointly  may  be  demised  separately,  at  a  rateable 
rent,  bearing  the  same  proportion  to  the  former  rent  as  the 
part  leased  bears  to  the  whole  land  (y). 


(p)  Doe  dem.  Vangfaaa  v,  Meyler, 
2  Mau,  &  Selw.  276.  Doe  dem.  Wil- 
liams V,  Matthews,  5  Barn.  &  Adol. 
298;  S.  C.  2  Ner.  &  Man.  264. 

{q)  Moskerry  v,  Chimiery,  Uojd  & 
Goo.  185.  229,  temp.  Sugden,  C. 

(r)  Ibid. 

(tf)  Campion  v,  Thorpe,  Clayt  99. 
Doe  dem.  Bartlett  v.  Rendle^  3  Mau. 
&  Selw.  99.     Tanfield  v.  Rogers,  Cro. 


Eliz.  340. 

(0  Ibid. 

(u)  Campion  v.  Thorpe,  sup. 

(x)  Lord  Mountjoy's  case,  5Co.3,b. 
5,  b.,  5th  reeolation;  S.  C.  Mo.  197. 
And  see  Co.  Lit.  44,  b. 

(y)  Doe  dem.  Eaii  of  Shrewsbury 
V.  Wilson,  5  Bam.  &  Aid.  363.  385, 
5th  point.  Doe  dem.  Lord  Egremont 
V.  Stephens,  6  Q.  B.  208. 
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The  statute  of  39  &  40  Geo.  3.  c.  41^  after  reciting  that 
doubts  had  arisen  on  the  subject^  enabled  ecclesiastical  per- 
sons to  grant  separate  leases  of  parts  of  lands  usually  demised 
by  one  lease  and  under  one  rent;  but  we  are  not  necessarily  to 
infer  from  thence  that  those  doubts  were  well  founded.  Acts 
of  parliament  for  the  purpose  of  removing  doubts  are  very  bene- 
ficial^ because  they  prevent  that  expense  of  litigation  which 
otherwise  must  take  place  in  order  to  have  such  doubts 
resolved  (^r).  Mr.  Justice  Bayley^  contrasting  the  doctrine 
laid  down  in  Cokeys  report  with  that  advanced  in  his  (Com- 
mentary on  Littleton^  considered  that  there  must  either  have 
been  some  mistake  in  the  report^  or  that  the  opinion  of  the 
profession  was  decidedly  against  the  doctrine  there  laid  down. 

It  is  advisable^  however^  as  suggested  by  Sir  Edward  Sngden, 
where  powers  are  given  to  lease  at  the  ancient  rent^  expressly 
to  declare  that  leases  may  be  made  of  part,  at  rents  pro  rati, 
and  that  lands  usually  demised  by  several  leases  at  several 
rents  may  be  demised  by  one  lease  at  the  aggregate  of  the 
old  rents  (a). 

Where  the  ancient  and  accustomed  yearly  rent  is  directed 
by  the  power  to  be  reserved,  reference  should  be  made  to 
former  leases  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  not  only  the 
amount  of  that  rent,  but  the  days  also  on  which  the  same 
has  usually  been  made  payable;  and  the  same  days  should  be 
adopted  as  the  periods  for  the  payment  of  rent  under  the  new 
lease.  This  formerly  gave  rise  to  a  difficulty  in  practice. 
When  the  payment  of  rent  was  made  to  commence  on  the 
quarter  day,  (supposing  the  rent  to  be  payable  quarterly,)  or 
on  the  half-yearly  day,  (supposing  it  to  be  payable  half-yearly,) 
next  ensuing  the  execution  of  the  lease,  and  the  lease  was  not 
made  to  begin  on  the  quarter  day,  or  half-yearly  day,  (as  the 
case  might  be,)  immediately  preceding  the  first  reservation,  it 
followed  that  an  entire  quarterns  or  half-year's  rent  would  be 
reserved  and  paid  for  an  occupation  of  less  than  a  quarter  or 
half-year;  and  also  that,  imless  an  apportioned  rent  were 

(s)  Per  AbboU,  C.  J.,  5  Bam.  &  (a)  Sagd.  Pow.  6tli  ed.,  voi  2,  p. 

Aid.  38<>.  435. 
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reserved  for  the  interval  between  the  last  quarterly  or  half* 
yearly  day  of  payment  and  the  day  of  the  determination  of 
the  lease^  no  rent  would  be  payable  for  that  interval ;  a  cir- 
cumstance which^  it  was  urged,  would  materially  prejudice 
the  remainder-man,  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  lessor  imme- 
diately after  the  receipt  of  the  last  quarterly  or  half-yearly 
rent ;  and  thus  affect  the  stability  of  leases  so  prepared.  But 
it  is  now  settled  that  they  are  not  objectionable  on  that 
ground.  A  dictum  on  the  subject  is  to  be  found  in  Lord 
Raymond's  reports  (b),  in  a  case  quite  foreign  to  the  point  in 
question.  Powell,  Justice,  there  said,  that  if  a  man  had  a 
power  to  make  leases,  reserving  the  ancient  yearly  rent  an- 
nually ;  yet  if  it  were  reserved  upon  a  day  before  the  year  was 
up,  as  if  the  year  ended  at  Christmas,  and  it  was  reserved  at 
Michaelmas,  it  would  be  well,  pursuant  to  the  power,  to  which 
Holt  assented.  But  later  authority  (c)  has  placed  the  point 
beyond  the  reach  of  controversy ;  and  as  it  establishes  an 
important  doctrine,  an  abstract  of  its  particular  circumstances 
cannot  fail  to  be  serviceable. 

By  a  private  act  of  parliament,  passed  in  1 720,  for  annexing 
the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury's  estate  to  the  Earldom  of  Shrews- 
bury, and  confirming  Gilbert  Earl  of  Shrewsbury's  settlement, 
a  power  was  given  to  the  successive  tenants  in  tail  to  lease 
the  premises  in  question,  "  so  as  upon  every  such  lease  and 
leases  there  be  reserved  and  made  payable  yearly,  during  the 
continuance  thereof,  the  usual  and  accustomed  yearly  rents, 
boons,  and  services  for  the  same,"  Sec.  George,  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury,  the  then  tenant  ia  tail,  executed  a  lease,  dated 
6th  January,  1785,  by  which,  in  consideration  of  the  surrender 
of  a  former  lease,  dated  13th  January,  1766,  for  three  lives, 
two  of  which  were  then  since  dead,  and  also  in  consideration  of 
106/.  paid  by  the  lessee  for  adding  two  lives,  he  demised  the 
premises  in  question,  from  the  day  of  the  date  of  the  inden- 
ture, for  ninety-nine  years  if  three  persons  therein  named 
should  so  long  live,  yielding  and  paying,  therefore,  yearly  and 

{b)  RegiDa  v.  Weeton,  2  Ld.  Raym.  (c)  Doe  dem.  Shrewsbury  v.  WilsoD, 

1 197-8.  5  Bom.  &  Aid.  363. 
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every  year,  during  the  said  term  thereby  granted^  unto  the 
said  Earl^  his  heirs  and  assigns^  the  yearly  rent  or  sum  of 
60/.^  at  and  upon  the  two  usual  feast  days  and  terms  in  the 
year^  called  the  feast  day  of  the  annunciation  of  the  blessed 
Virgin  Mary^  and  the  feast  day  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel, 
by  even  and  equal  portions^  clear  over  and  above  all  manner 
of  taxations,  imporitiom,  and  payments,  of  wliat  natnK  or 
kind  soever^  the  first  payment  thereof  to  begin  and  be  made 
on  the  feast  day  of  the  annunciation  of  the  blessed  Virgin 
Mary  next  ensuing  the  date  thereof.  The  premises  had 
formerly  been  demised  by  indenture^  dated  2nd  February, 
1708;  and  by  that  lease^  as  well  as  by  the  lease  of  the  13th 
of  January,  1766,  the  rent  was  reserved  payable  at  Lady*day 
and  Michaelmas-day  iu  every  year.  The  demise  of  1785  was 
objected  to  as  a  fraud  on  the  power  on  the  groimd  that  it 
reserved  a  forehand  rent ;  for  the  first  payment  being  to 
take  place  on  the  25th  of  March,  six  months'  rent  was 
payable  for  an  occupation  of  two  months  and  nineteen  days, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  term  there  would  be  three  months 
and  seven  days  for  which  no  rent  would  be  payable,  the 
last  rent  being  payable  on  the  29th  of  September;  so  that 
if  the  title  were  to  descend  on  the  remainder-man  on  the 
SOth  of  September  in  the  last  year  of  the  term,  he  would 
not  be  entitled  to  any  rent,  or  any  advantage  firom  the  land, 
between  that  day  and  the  expiration  of  the  term  on  the 
6th  of  January  following;  but  the  court,  founding  their 
judgment  on  the  circumstance  of  the  rent  being  made  pay- 
able on  the  same  days  in  the  previous  leases  of  1708  and 
1756,  to  which  they  considered  they  must  necessarily  refer, 
in  order  to  ascertain  what  were  the  usual  and  accustomed 
yearly  rents  {d),  determined,  that  the  power  was  well  executed, 
and  that  a  rent  payable  on  those  days,  although  the  right  to 
demand  it  arose  in  less  than  half  a  year,  was  a  usual  and 
accustomed  rent,  within  the  meaning  of  those  words  in  the 
condition  contained  in  the  leasing  power.     "  Indeed,'^  said 

(d)  For  tbifl  the  court  cited  Smxtfa  v.  Doe  dem.  Earl  of  Jersey,  in  error, 
2  Brod.  &  Bing.  473. 
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L.  C.  J.  Abbott^  ''  when  we  consider  that  this  is  a  lease  for 
lives  granted  npon  the  surrender  of  another  lease^  we  cannot 
help  seeing  that  it  is  in  effect  an  extension  of  time  npon 
£resh  terms ;  and  where  the  time  only  is  extended^  it  is  most 
reasonable  that  the  day  of  the  payment  of  the  rent  should 
continue  to  be  the  same^  and  should  not  vary  according  to 
the  day  on  which  the  new  lease  may  happen  to  be  granted/' 
But  this  circumstance  was  not  adverted  to  by  the  other  judges 
as  a  ground  for  their  opinion. 

In  order  to  guard  against  questions  of  this  kind^  should  any 
doubt  remain,  it  may  be  advisable  in  practice  to  reserve  an 
apportioned  rent  for  the  number  of  days  that  must  intervene 
between  the  last  half-yearly  or  quarterly  rent  day,  and  the 
day  of  the  determination  of  the  lease. 

How  &r  the  reasoning  which  will  support  a  lease  under  a 
power  requiring  the  ancient  and  accustomed  rent  is  applica- 
ble to  a  lease  under  a  power  requiring  the  best  and  improved 
yearly  rent  without  fine,  remains  to  be  noticed. 

In  Doe  dem.  Wibnot  t;.  Giffard  (e),  there  was  a  power  of 
leasing^  ^'  so  as  there  be  reserved  the  best  and  most  approved 
yearly  rent,  without  any  fine,''  &c.  A  lease  was  granted, 
dated  14th  September,  for  twenty-one  years  firom  the  date, 
at  a  yearly  rent,  payable  by  two  even  half-yearly  payments  on 
the  29th  September,  and  the  25th  March,  in  every  year,  the 
first  payment  to  be  made  on  the  25th  of  March  then  next ; 
and  on  an  objection  being  made  that,  as  the  term  would 
expire  on  the  14th  of  September,  no  rent  would  be  payable 
firom  the  26th  of  March  preceding  its  determination.  Lord 
EUenborough  was  of  opinion  that  the  lease  was  void;  and  the 
lessor  of  the  plaintiff  recovered. 

The  case  of  Doe  v.  Morse  (/)  was  very  similar  to  Doe  v. 
Giffard.  A  tenant  for  life  under  a  settlement  with  a  power 
of  leasing  the  premises  for  one,  two,  or  three  life  or  Uves,  or 


(e)  Citod   in    Doe    dem.    Earl    of  Grompt.  &.  Mees.  247;  S.  C.  4  Tyrwh. 

Shrewsbury  v,  Wilson,  5  Bam.  &  Aid.  185.    See  also  Doe  dem.  Douglas  v. 

37 1 .  Lock,  2  Adol.  &  Ell.  74 1 ;  S.  C.  2  Nev. 

(/)  Doe  dem.  Harries  v.  Morse,  2  &  Man.  822. 
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any  term  or  number  of  years  not  exceeding  twenty-one  years, 
so  as  upon  all  and  every  such  lease  or  leases  there  should  be 
reserved  and  continued  payable  during  the  respective  con- 
tinuance of  such  lease  and  leases^  by  half-yearly  payments, 
the  best  and  most  improved  yearly  rents  that  could  be  reason- 
ably had  or  obtained^  without  taking  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money,  or  other  thing,  by  way  of  fine  or  income  for  the  same, 
made  a  lease,  dated  ilth  January,  1788,  whereby,  in  consider- 
ation of  the  surrender  of  a  former  lease,  and  of  the  rents  and 
covenants  thereinafter  reserved  and  contained,  he  demised  a 
part  of  the  settled  estates,  to  hold  from  the  4th  of  January 
then  instant  for  the  lives  of  three  persons  therein  named, 
yielding  and  paying,  therefor,  yearly  and  every  year  during 
the  said  term  the  yearly  rent  or  sum  of  812.  10^.,  at  or  upon 
the  two  most  usual  feasts  or  days  of  payment  in  the  year,  viz., 
the  feast  of  St.  Philip  and  James  the  Apostles  (Ist  May),  and 
St.  Michael  the  Archangel  (29th  September),  by  even  and  equal 
portions,  the  first  of  such  payments  to  begin  and  be  made  on 
the  feast  of  St.  Philip  and  James  the  Apostles  next  ensuing 
the  date  thereof.  And  it  was  held,  that  the  lease  was  not  a 
due  execution  of  the  power,  as  the  rent  was  reserved,  not 
half-yearly,  but  at  intervals  very  distinguishable  from  half- 
yearly  reservations ;  the  first  rent  being  payable  long  before 
a  half-year's  occupation  had  elapsed;  and  the  second  very 
long  before  a  year's.  It  was  attempted  to  distinguish  the 
case  from  Doe  v,  Oiffard  on  the  ground  of  its  being  a  freehold 
lease;  but  Lord  Lyndhurst  was  of  opinion  that  that  circum- 
stance did  not  make  any  difference  in  principle,  as  the 
interests  of  the  remainder-man  might  be  equally  injured  in 
the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  It  was  further  held,  that  leases 
of  other  estates  in  the  country  were  not  admissible  in  evidence 
to  shew  that  the  days  of  reservation  in  the  lease  were  the 
usual  days  of  reservation  in  that  part  of  the  country;  though 
evidence  that  they  were  the  usual  days  of  payment  might 
have  been  given  by  showing  that  it  was  the  custom  to  pay 
rents  on  those  days  in  that  neighbourhood. 

But  it  is  rather  difficult  to  reconcile  the  two  cases  last 
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quoted  witli  Isherwood  v.  01dknow(^)^  decided  in  the  interval 
between  them.  Under  a  power  of  leasing  at  the  best  and 
most  improved  yearly  rent^  without  taking  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  or  other  thing  for  or  in  lieu  of  a  fine  or  income 
for  the  same^  a  lease  was  made^  dated  15th  October^  1800, 
for  fourteen  years,  to  be  computed,  as  to  the  meadow  and 
plough  lands  firom  the  ISth  of  February  then  last  past,  the 
pasture  lands  firom  the  25th  of  March  also  then  last,  and  the 
messuage,  &c.,  firom  the  12th  of  May  then  also  last,  under  a 
yearly  rent  of  100/.,  by  half-yearly  payments  on  the  11th  of 
November  and  the  25th  of  March,  the  first  payment  thereof 
to  be  made  on  the  11th  of  November  next  ensuing  the  date 
of  the  indenture,  &c.;  and  it  was  objected  that  the  lease  was 
void,  as  it  stipulated  for  the  payment  of  half  a  year's  rent  at 
the  end  of  the  first  twenty-seven  days,  which  was  in  effect 
taking  a  sum  of  money  for  a  fine ;  but  the  court  were  of  a 
different  opinion,  regarding  the  reservation  as  having  been 
made  in  consideration  of  an  antecedent  occupation.  A  remark, 
however,  by  Mr.  Justice  Bayley  would  lead  us  to  suppose  that 
the  lease  might  have  been  avoided  by  the  lessee's  showing  that 
he  had  had  no  occupation  prior  to  the  15th  of  October,  when 
the  lease  was  granted  {h).  It  is  observable  that  Doe  dem. 
Wilmot  V,  Giffard  was  not  cited  by  either  party* 

And  it  is  submitted  that  the  later  case  of  Doe  v.  Rutland  (i), 
unless  distinguishable  firom,  is  scarcely  in  conformity  with,  Doe 
t?.  Morse,  and  Doe  t;.  Giffard.  A  power  was  given  by  will  to 
demise  the  premises  in  question  for  any  term  or  number  of 
years  not  exceeding  twenty-one  years  in  possession,  and  so  as 
upon  every  such  lease  there  should  be  reserved  and  made  pay* 
able  during  the  continuance  thereof  respectively  the  best  im- 
proved yearly  rent  that  could  reasonably  be  had  for  the  same, 
without  taking  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  by  way  of  fine  or 
income  for  or  in  respect  of  such  lease  or  leases.  In  pursuance 

(ff)  Isherwood  v.  Oldknowy  3  Mau.  Hurl  245  ;  S.  C,  in  exTor,  nom.  Rat- 

&  Selw.  382.  land  v.  Doe  dem.  Wytfae,  5  Mees.  & 

(A)  8  Mau.  &  Selw.  404.  Wei.  688,  where  the  judgment  of  the 

({)  Doe  dem.  Wythe  v,  Rutland,  2  court  below  was  reversed. 
Mees.   Sl  Wei.   661  ;   S.  C.  Mur.  & 
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of  this  power,  a  lease  was  made  on  tlie  i4th  of  December, 
1833»  habendum  firom  the  11th  of  October  then  hist  for 
twenty-one  years,  yielding  and  paying  the  yearly  rent  of 
908/.,  by  equal  half-yearly  payments,  viz.,  on  the  6th  of  April, 
and  the  11th  of  October  in  every  year,  by  equal  portions, 
except  the  last  half-yearns  rent,  which  was  reserved  and  agreed 
to  be  paid  on  the  1st  of  August  next  before  the  determination 
of  the  said  term.  An  objection  was  taken  that  the  reserva* 
tion  of  the  last  half-year's  rent  was  not  valid,  as  no  rent  would 
be  payable  firom  the  1st  of  August  to  the  11th  of  October  in 
the  last  year;  and  that  if  the  lessor  should  die  in  the  interval, 
he  would  receive  all  the  benefit  of  the  rent  fi)r  the  whole  of 
that  year,  and  the  remainder-man  would  be  kept  out  of  pos- 
session, without  receiving  any  rent.  The  court  of  Exchequer, 
however,  held,  that  the  reservation  of  the  last  half-year's  rent 
before  the  complete  expiration  of  the  year  was  a  matter  of 
prudence  and  caution,  and  was  in  general  for  the  benefit  of 
the  lessor,  whoever  he  might  be;  and  that  it  could  only  be 
detrimental  to  the  remainder-man  on  the  supposition  of 
the  tenant  for  life  dying  after  the  day  on  which  the  last 
half-year's  rent  was  reserved,  and  before  the  expiration  of 
the  term,  a  supposition  very  highly  improbable.  And  they 
said  that  the  case  of  Doe  dem.  Wilmot  v.  Giffard  (k)  was 
distinguishable  in  the  circumstance  of  there  being  there  a 
clear  loss  of  one  half-year's  rent,  as  not  twenty-one  years' 
rent,  but  only  twenty  and  a  half  was  reserved;  a  statement, 
by  the  way,  not  exactly  consistent  with  the  facts  of  the 
case.  This  judgment  was  reversed  on  appeal  to  the  Exche- 
quer Chamber  (/) ;  but  on  appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords  (m), 
the  judgment  of  the  Exchequer  Chamber  was  reversed,  and 
that  of  the  Exchequer  restored.  Lord  Lyndhurst,  C,  and 
Lords  Brougham  and  CampbeU,  and  Justices  Wightman, 
Maule,  Coleridge,  Williams,  and  Barons  Bolfe,  Parke,  and 
Alderson,  holding  the  power  to  have  been  well  exercised,  in 

(h)  Ante^  p.  475.  (m)  Rntland  v.  Doe  dem.  Wythe,  1 

(0  Railand  v.  Doe  dem.  Wythe,  5      Mees.  &  Wei  355;  S.  C.   10  da.  & 
Mees.  &  Wei  688.  Fin.  419. 
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opposition  to  the  opinion  of  L.  C.  J.  Tindal,  and  Justices 
Cioltman  and  Patteson. 

In  a  late  case  which  arose  in  Ireland  (n)^  a  power  was  given 
to  a  tenant  for  life  to  lease  the  premises  in  question  for  any 
time  or  term  of  years  or  lives  and  with  or  without  covenants 
for  renewal  and  in  case  of  the  determination  of  all  or  any  of 
the  aforesaid  lease  or  leases  respectively  from  time  to  time  to 
make  new  or  other  leases  thereof  in  manner  aforesaid  and 
with  or  without  any  fine  or  fines  as  he  should  think  fit.  The 
donee  granted  leases^  and  took  fines.  It  was  contended  that 
the  words  ''  and  with  or  without  any  fine  or  fines  **  did  not 
authorise  the  receiving  of  any  fines^  except  upon  renewals 
under  covenants  in  prior  leases  granted  under  the  power. 
And  Sir  Edward  Sugden^  C.^  held  without  doubt,  and  the 
Lord  Chief  Baron  Joy  (o)  concurred  in  the  opinion^  that  the 
tenant  for  life  could  take  a  fine  either  upon  an  original  lease 
or  upon  the  renewal  of  a  lease. 

When  the  case  came  before  Lord  Plunket,  on  a  rehearing  (p)^ 
he  declared  himself  to  be  of  a  different  opinion,  considering 
that  the  natural  construction  of  the  clause,  without  any  trans- 
position of  the  words,  was,  that  the  power  of  taking  fines  was 
applicable  to  the  case  of  the  leases  mentioned  before  the  words 
"  with  or  without  any  fine  or  fines,''  and  that  these  were  clearly 
the  leases  to  be  made  on  the  determination  of  the  leases  first 
mentioned.  The  case  then  travelled,  as  we  have  seen  (7),  to 
the  House  of  Lords  (r) ;  thence  back  to  the  court  of  Chancery 
in  Ireland;  and  thence  to  the  Irish  Queen's  Bench (^),  where 
Burke,  C.  J.,  and  Justices  Burton  and  Perrie,  certified,  against 
the  opinion  of  Crampton,  J.,  that  the  leases  were  not  war- 
ranted by  the  power.  But  seven  of  the  Judges  of  England, 
including  the  late  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas  (Tindal),  before  whom  the  question  was  argued  (^),  have 

(ft)  MtiBken7  v*  Chinnery,  Lloyd  &  ($)  Ante,  p.  430-1. 

600. 185.  223,  temp.  Sogden,  C.  (r)  7  Cla.  &  Fm.  1 ;  S.  C.  Rob.  & 

(0)  Sogd.  Pow.  6th  ed.  Appendix,  ]ifaeL493. 

No.  19.  («)  2  Jebb  &  Sy.  300. 

(p)  S.  C.  Lloyd  &  Goo.  182.  199,  (0  See  ante,  p.  431. 
temp.  Plunket,  C. 
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reported  to  the  House  of  Lords  their  opinion  that  the  donee 
of  the  power  was  at  liberty  to  take  a  rack  rent  without  a  fine^ 
or  any  other  rent  with  a  fine^  or  upon  the  determination  of 
any  lease  to  renew  it  on  similar  terms. 

A  general  power  to  lease  at  a  yearly  rent  is  well  complied 
with  by  the  reservation  of  a  rent  payable  half-yearly  or 
quarterly  (tt). 

Questions  have  arisen  upon  leases  under  powers  directing 
the  ancient  or  accustomed  yearly  rent  to  be  resenred,  how  far 
a  departure  firom  the  accustomed  periods  of  payment^  either 
by  making  the  rent  payable  quarterly^  instead  of  half-yearly ; 
or  half-yearly^  instead  of  quarterly^  would  affect  their  validity. 

Where  the  rent  has  been  accustomably  payable  half-yearly^ 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  half-yearly  reservation  will  be 
good^  though  the  power  prescribe  that  there  be  reserved 
''and  made  payable  yearly''  the  usual  and  accustomed 
yearly  rent  (:r). 

And  it  would  appear,  that  if  the  power  require  ''  the  accus- 
tomed yearly  rent  or  more  to  be  reserved  and  payable  yearly 
during  the  term/'  a  half-yearly  reservation  will  be  sup- 
ported, though  in  the  ancient  leases  the  rent  was  reserved 
quarterly ;  for,  if  the  rent  be  yearly  reserved^  the  power  is 
satisfied  (y).  The  cases  cited  in  support  of  this  position 
arose  on  leases  by  ecclesiastical  bodies  under  the  statute  of  13 
'Ehz.{z);  but  it  is  apprehended  that  they  would  equally  apply 
to  similar  questions  arising  upon  private  powers  of  leasing. 

In  Mountjoy's  case  (a),  where  a  tenant  in  tail  under  a 


(«)  Ratland  v.  Doe  dem.  Wythe,  12 
Mees.  &  WeL  356.  361.  366.  397;  S.C. 
10C]a.&FiiL419. 

(x)  Doe  dem.  Earl  of  Shrewsbury 
V.  Wilson,  5  Bam.  &  Aid.  363,  2iid 
pQint  F^er  v.  Coombe,  11  Adol.  & 
EU.403. 

(y)  Bangh  v.  H&ynes,  Cro.  Jac  76. 
Dean  and  Chapter  of  Woroester's  case, 
6  Co.  37,  a.  And  see  Cook  v.  Yoonger, 
Cro.  Car.  16. 

(z)  13£iiz.c.l0.s.3.  Inaigoingthe 
case  of  Doe  dem.  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  v. 


Wflson,  (sup.  p.  478,)  Omipbell,  for  the 
plaintiff,  stated,  (5  Bam.  &  Aid.  375,) 
that  the  statute  which  created  the 
power  did  not  say  that  the  rent  should 
be  payable  yearly,  but  only  that  the 
accustomed  yearly  rent  should  be  re- 
served ;  but  this  was  a  mistake.  The 
words  of  the  act  are,  *^  wherecqMm  the 
accustomed  yearly  rent  or  more  shall 
be  reserved  papabk  pearip  duzing  the 
said  term." 

(a)  Mountjoy's  case,  5  Co.  3,  b.; 
4th  resolution. 
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special  act  of  parliament  was  empowered  to  make  leases, 
^'  rendering  the  true  and  ancient  rent/^  it  was  resolved,  that 
a  reservation  of  the  rent  at  two  days,  where  it  had  been 
reserved  and  payable  at  four  days  before,  made  the  lease  void, 
because  it  was  ad  nocumentum  of  the  heirs  in  tail,  which  was 
restrained  by  the  act ;  for  it  was  more  beneficial  for  them  to 
have  it  paid  at  four  feasts  than  at  two;  and  all  beneficial 
qualities  of  the  rent  ought  to  be  reserved  and  observed.  It 
will  be  noticed,  however,  that,  in  this  case,  the  word  yearly 
was  not  mentioned  in  the  power,  a  circumstance  which  has 
been  considered  (ft)  to  distinguish  it  from  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Worcester's  case  (c). 

It  has  not  been  expressly  determined  whether  the  substi- 
tution of  quarterly  for  half-yearly  payments  would  be  sup- 
ported under  a  power  requiring  the  reservation  of  the  ancient 
or  accustomed  yearly  rent.  The  point  arose  in  a  case  just 
cited  {d),  but  did  not  call  for  a  decision.  Lord  Denman,  in 
delivering  the  judgment  of  the  court,  after  noticing  the  reso^ 
lution  in  Mountjoy's  case  {e),  said,  "Now,  if  this  decision  be 
correct,  it  seems  difficult  to  say  that  a  lease  is  void  for  reserving 
the  rent  at  four  days  instead  of  two }  the  new  lease  need  not  be 
a  fac-simile  of  the  old  one;  all  that  is  to  be  done  is,  to  see  that 
the  remainder-man  is  not  prejudiced.  And  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  a  rent  payable  at  four  feasts  is,  upon  the  whole  term 
created,  more  beneficial  than  if  payable  at  two  feasts,  though 
there  is  a  possibility,  that,  as  to  one  quarter,  the  remainder- 
man may  be  prejudiced  (/) ;  for,  on  a  quarterly  reservation,  if 
the  tenant  for  life  should  die  in  the  first  portion  of  the  half- 
year,  the  remainder-man  would  receive  both  the  first  and 
second  quarter's  rent  of  the  half-year,  and  would,  therefore, 
be  in  the  same  situation  as  if  the  rent  had  been  reserved 
half-yearly;  but  if  the  tenant  for  life  should  die  in  the  second 
quarter  of  the  half-year,  the  tenant  for  life  would  receive  the 


(()  6  Co.  38,  b.    Doe  dem.  Douglas  (d)  Doe  dem.  Douglas  v.  Lock,  gap. 

V.  Lock,  2  Adol.  &  EU.  705.  789;  a  C.  (e)  Sup.  p.  480. 

4  Nev.  &  Man.  807.  (/)  2  Adol.  &  Ell.  738;  4  Nev.  Ba 

(c)  Sup.  p.  480.  Man.  820. 
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first  quarter,  and  the  remaiiider-inaii  only  the  second  qnarter, 
and  he  would,  consequently,  be  in  a  worse  situation  than  if 
the  rent  had  been  reserved  half-yearly  (ff) ;  but  that  is  a  con- 
tingency, and,  even  if  it  does  happen,  there  is  the  benefit  of 
the  quarterly,  instead  of  half-yearly  payments  during  the  rest 
of  the  term  (A).  And,  after  referring  to  the  several  cases 
above  cited,  he  concluded  by  saying,  "  Amongst  all  the  con- 
flicting authorities,  it  is  very  difficult  to  come  to  a  conclusion 
on  this  part  of  the  case ;  it  is  not,  however,  necessary  to  do 
so,  because  there  is  another  ground  upon  which  we  are  enabled 
to  give  judgment/^ 

The  point  has,  without  doubt,  lost  some  of  its  importance 
in  consequence  of  the  late  act  (t)  respecting  the  apportionment 
of  rents,  by  which  it  is  enacted  {k),  that,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  the  act,  all  rents  service  reserved  on  any  lease  by  a 
tenant  in  fee,  or  for  any  life  interest,  or  by  any  lease  granted 
under  any  power,  (and  which  leases  shall  have  been  granted 
after  the  passing  of  the  act,)  shall  be  apportioned,  so  and  in 
such  manner  that  on  the  death  of  any  person  interested  in 
any  such  rents,  or  in  the  estate  from  or  in  respect  of  which 
the  same  shall  be  issuing  or  derived,  or  by  the  detennination 
by  any  other  means  whatsoever  of  the  interest  of  any  such 
person,  he  or  she,  and  his  or  her  executors,  administrators,  or 
assigns,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  proportion  of  such  rents  accord- 
ing to  the  time  which  shall  have  elapsed  from  the  commence- 
ment or  last  period  of  payment  thereof  respectively,  (as  the 
case  may  be,)  including  the  day  of  the  death  of  such  person, 
or  of  the  determination  of  his  or  her  interest,  aU  just  allow- 
ances and  deductions  in  respect  of  charges  on  such  rents 
being  made.  Now,  as  the  lessor,  in  leases  made  after  the  act, 
will,  imder  any  circumstances,  be  entitled  to  a  proportionate 
part  of  the  rent  to  his  death,  however  reserved,  it  seems  obvious 
that  a  quarterly  instead  of  a  half-yearly,  or  a  half-yearly  instead 
of  a  quarterly  reservation  cannot  affect  a  remainder-man, 

(g)  2  AdoL  &  EU.  737;  4  Ner.  &      Man.  820. 
Man.  819.  (t)  4  W.  4.  c.22. 

(h)  2  Adol.  &  Ell.  738;  4  Nev.  &  (k)  Sect  2. 
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except  so  far  as  tlie  greater  convenience  of  a  quarterly  reser- 
vation is  concerned.  But  I  am  not  aware  of  any  judicial  notice 
of  tlie  subject. 

The  '^best  rent^'  means  the  best  rent  that  can  be  obtained 
at  the  time  of  letting^  without  any  regard  to  former  leases  (l). 
That  tenuj  however,  does  not  signify  the  highest  rent  offered ; 
as  many  things  besides  the  mere  amount  of  rent  are  to  be 
regarded  in  the  choice  of  a  tenant :  his  ability  and  good  man- 
agement, for  instance,  are  to  be  taken  into  consideration; 
and,  therefore,  where  the  transaction  is  fair,  and  no  fine  or 
other  collateral  consideration  is  taken  by  the  tenant  for  life 
leasing  under  the  power,  or  injurious  partiality  manifestly 
shown  by  him  in  favor  of  the  particular  lessee,  there  ought 
to  be  something  extravagantly  wrong  in  the  bargain,  in  order 
to  set  it  aside  on  the  ground  that  the  person  offering  the 
highest  rent  was  not  accepted  as  tenant,  although  nothing 
appears  to  impeach  the  responsibility  of  the  person  making 
the  higher  offer  (m). 

The  sufficiency  of  the  rent  may  be  regulated  by  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  onus  of  repairing  being  thrown  on  the 
landlord  or  tenant.  If  the  premises  be  to  be  kept  in  repair 
by  the  tenant,  the  rent  is  so  much  less ;  if  by  the  landlord, 
the  rent  is  the  greater  (n). 

It  is  a  question  for  a  jury,  whether,  taking  all  circumstances 
into  consideration,  the  rent  reserved  be  the  fair  rent  (o).  And 
the  best  evidence  that  a  man  has  let  for  the  best  and  most 
improved  rent,  is,  that  he  has  taken  no  more  himself  than  he 
has  taken  care  those  who  come  after  him  shall  have  (p).  We 
may  trust  to  the  inclination  of  mankind  in  general  to  get  as 
much  as  they  can  get,  and  if  the  tenant  for  life  provides  for 
those  who  are  to  take  after  him  as  he  has  provided  for  himself, 
(to  be  sure  he  may  be  imder  a  mistake  as  to  them  and  as  to 

(Q  Doe  dem.  Griffiths  v.  Lloyd,  3  ager  of  Cavan  v.  Doe  dem.  Pulteney, 

£sp.  78.  6  Bro.  P.  C.  175,  Toml.  ed. 

(m)  Doe  dem.  Lawton  v.  Radcliffe,  (o)  Ibid. 

10  East,  278.      '  {p)  Per  Lord  Eldon  in  the  case  of 

(»)  Doe  dem.  Bromley  v.  Bettison,  the  Queensbury  Leases,  1  Bli.  P.  C. 

12  East,  305.     And  see  Countess  Dow-  428. 
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himself,  and  he  may  take  too  little,  but  it  is  not  very  likely 
he  should  expose  himself  to  that  mistake^  or  willingly  take 
too  little,)  this  throws  a  burthen  on  those  who  mean  to  quarrel 
with  such  a  lease,  to  prove  that  there  was  in  the  transaction 
that  want  of  ordinary  prudence  which  shows  an  inattention  to 
the  prescribed  terms  under  which  he  was  to  let  the  lease  {q). 

To  invalidate  a  lease  under  a  power  on  the  ground  of  a 
reservation  of  an  insufficient  rent,  it  is  not  necessary  to  show 
fraud  and  collusion  between  the  tenant  for  life  and  the  lessee 
to  prejudice  the  remainder-man  (r). 

Where  a  power  was  given  to  a  tenant  for  life  to  lease  at 
the  best  and  most  improved  yearly  rent,  so  as  in  every  such 
lease  there  should  not  be  contained  any  clause  whereby  any 
power  or  authority  should  be  given  to  any  lessee  to  commit 
waste,  nor  whereby  any  lessee  should  be  exempted  fifom 
punishment  for  committing  waste,  a  clause  contained  in  the 
lease  that  the  lessor  should  repair  the  roof  of  the  mansion 
house,  and  that,  in  case  of  default  within  three  months  after 
notice,  the  lessee  might  repair,  and  deduct  the  charges  out  of 
the  rent,  was  held  not  to  vitiate  the  lease  («).  It  was  urged, 
that  the  lessee  was  exempted  from  payment  of  rent  to  the 
extent  of  the  money  which  might  be  laid  out  by  him  in  re- 
pairs; but  the  court  held,  that  there  could  be  no  objection  to 
provide  for  setting  off  one  demand  against  the  other  {fj. 

The  execution  of  successive  leases  under  one  bargain,  re- 
serving different  rents,  will  be  a  fraud  upon  a  power  requiring 
the  reservation  of  the  best  rent,  when  the  reservation  of  the 
same  rents  would  be  void  if  contained  in  one  entire  lease  {u). 
This  position  requires  illustration.  A  power  was  reserved  to 
tenant  for  life  to  lease  for  any  term  or  number  of  years,  so  as 
such  term  or  number  of  years  should  not  exceed  the  term  or 
space  of  ninety-nine  years  from  the  date  of  executing  such 
lease ;  and  so  as  every  such  lease  or  leases  should  be  made  to 


(})  Ibid.  (0  Ibid, 

(r)  Wright  v.  Smitli,  5  Esp.  203.  («)  Doe  dem.  Sutton  v,  Harvey,  1 

(*)  Doe  dem.  Bromley  v.  Bettison,  Bam.  &  Cres.  426 ;  S.  C.  2  Dow.  & 

12  Ea»t,  305.  Ry.  589. 
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take  effect  either  in  possession^  or  immediately  after  the 
determination  of  the  leases  subsisting  thereof  respectively ; 
and  so  that  in  every  such  lease  there  should  be  reserved  to 
be  payable  during  the  continuance  of  the  term  and  estate 
thereby  to  be  granted  the  best  and  most  beneficial  yearly 
rent  or  rents^  to  be  incident  to  the  immediate  reversion  of 
the  premises^  &c.  The  donee  granted  a  lease^  dated  29th 
May,  1787,  for  thirty  years  from  10th  October,  1791,  (the 
day  on  which  former  leases  of  the  premises  would  expire,)  at 
the  rent  of  202/.  10*.  for  the  first  year,  and  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  270/.  for  the  residue  of  the  term,  which,  in  the  lease, 
was  stated  to  be  the  best  and  most  beneficial  rent  that  could 
reasonably  be  obtained;  and  by  another  lease,  dated  4th  June, 
1787,  but  agreed  for  at  the  same  time  as  the  lease  of  29th 
May,  1787,  by  the  same  bargain,  and  in  pursuance  of  which 
both  leases  were  executed  at  the  same  time,  he  demised  the 
same  premises  to  the  same  party  for  sixty-three  years  from 
10th  October,  1821,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  120/.,  which  in  that 
lease  was  also  stated  to  be  the  most  beneficial  rent.  This  last 
lease  recited  that  the  messuages  had  been  surveyed,  and  that 
the  surveyor  was  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  for  the  benefit 
as  well  of  the  persons  entitled  to  the  premises  in  reversion,  as 
of  the  person  in  possession,  that,  on  or  before  the  expiration 
of  this  last  lease,  the  messuages  should  be  rebuilt ;  and  the 
lease  contained  a  covenant  to  rebuild  the  messuages  before 
the  expiration  of  the  term  of  thirty  years,  or  within  the  first 
year  of  the  term  of  sixty-three  years.  It  was  admitted,  that, 
if  there  had  not  been  a  covenant  to  rebuild,  the  rent  of  270/. 
would  have  been  too  high  during  the  term  granted  by  the 
first  lease,  and  too  low  during  the  term  granted  by  the  second; 
but  that  it  was  not  too  low  during  the  second  term,  because 
the  tenant  during  that  term  was  to  bear  the  expense  of  re- 
building. And  it  was  held,  that  this  way  of  leasing  was  a  fraud 
on  the  power;  and  that,  although  that  mode  of  measuring  the 
rent  might  be  fair  as  between  lessor  and  lessee,  it  was  not  so 
as  between  tenant  for  life  and  reversioner,  because  the  rever- 
sioner would  have  to  bear  the  whole  expense  of  rebuilding ; 
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whereas^  if  the  tenant  had  been  bound  to  rebuild  at  an  earlier 
period^  part  of  the  expense  would  have  been  borne  by  the 
tenant  for  life  {a). 

IS  the  power  require  a  reservation  of  the  best  improved 
yearly  rent,  without  fine,  there  can  be  no  objection  to  the 
lessee's  covenanting  to  lay  out  a  large  sum  of  money  in  im- 
provements, if  the  rent  be,  notwithstanding,  the  best  that  can 
be  obtained.  Such  a  covenant  is  not  necessarily  a  fraud.  It 
may  be  made  with  a  fraudulent  intent,  and  when  so  made,  it 
will  avoid  the  lease.  If  it  be  colourable,  and  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  money  into  the  pocket  of  the  tenant  for 
life,  it  will  avoid  the  lease ;  or  if  it  were  not  originally  in- 
tended as  a  fruud,  but  be  afterwards  used  fraudulently,  as  in 
the  case  of  a  covenant  to  repair,  and  a  sum  of  money,  under 
colour  of  damages  for  breach  of  that  covenant,  being  re- 
covered by  the  tenant  for  life,  a  court  of  equity  will  at  least 
take  care  that  the  damages  shall  be  laid  out  on  the  lands  (y). 

And  where  one  having  a  power  to  lease  at  the  most  improved 
rent  agreed  to  grant  a  lease  at  a  rent  to  be  estimated  at  a  fair 
valuation,  without  reference  to  improvements  made  by  the 
lessee,  but  these  improvements  were  deemed  part  of  the  con- 
sideration for  the  lease,  it  was  doubted  how  far  such  a  lease 
would  be  consistent  with  the  terms  of  the  power.  Primd 
facie,  said  Lord  Lyndhurst,  a  rent  so  reserved  is  not  an  im- 
proved rent ;  but  here  it  was  stipulated  that  the  improvements 
should  be  made  by  the  tenant  in  consideration  of  the  new 
lease.  It  is  difficult,  therefore,  to  say,  whether  that  can  be 
considered  as  an  infringement  of  the  power  {z). 

In  a  late  case  (a),  a  power  was  reserved  to  grant  leases  for 
a  term  not  exceeding  ten  years  from  the  day  of  the  date 
thereof,  or  seven  years  from  the  day  of  the  decease  of  the 
donee,  so  as  there  should  be  reserved  in  such  leases  the  best 
rent  that  could  be  gotten  for  the  same,  without  taking  any 

(x)  Ibid.  (2)  Price  v.  Aasheton,  1  Yo.  &  Col 

(y)  Shannon  o.  Bradstreet,  1  Scho.  V.  C.  82. 

&  Lef.  72.    And  see  Roe  dem.  Earl  (a)  Doe  dem.  Rogers  v.  Rogers^  5 

of  Berkeley  «.  Archbishop  of  York,  6  Bam.  &  Adol.  755;  S.  C.  2  Nev.  & 

East,  86.  Man.  550. 
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premium  for  the  making  thereof.  The  donee  of  the  power 
granted  a  lease  for  seyen  years^  to  be  computed  from  the  day 
of  her  decease^  at  a  specified  rent^  containing  a  covenant  by 
the  lessee  to  permit  the  three  younger  children  of  the  donee^ 
should  they  desire  it^  to  reside  with  him  after  the  commence- 
ment  of  the  term,  and  to  find  for  them  board,  lodging,  and 
wearing  apparel,  during  the  term,  at  7/.  a  year  each,  and  to 
provide  board,  lodging,  and  wearing  apparel,  during  the  term, 
for  the  donee's  eldest  son,  without  any  compensation.  All 
the  children  had  attained  twenty-one  at  the  time  of  the 
execution  of  the  power.  In  an  action  of  ejectment,  it  was 
contended,  on  behalf  of  the  plaintifiP,  that  the  covenants  to 
maintain  the  lessor's  children  were  in  the  nature  of  a  premium, 
and,  therefore,  that  the  lease  was  void  on  the  face  of  it;  while, 
for  the  defendant,  it  was  argued,  that  it  was  a  question  for  the 
jury  whether  the  rent  reserved  was  not  the  best  that  could  be 
obtained,  and  evidence  was  tendered  to  prove  that  the  best 
rent  was  reserved,  without  reference  to  the  lessee's  covenants; 
but  Mr.  Justice  Taunton,  before  whom  the  cause  was  tried, 
being  of  opinion  that  the  lease  was  void,  as  the  covenants 
were  in  the  nature  of  a  premium,  rejected  the  evidence.  On 
motion  for  a  new  trial,  Parke  and  Patteson,  Justices,  held^ 
that,  assuming  the  power  to  require  two  conditions,  first, 
that  there  should  be  the  best  rent,  and,  secondly,  that  there 
should  be  no  fine  or  premium,  it  did  not  clearly  and  incon- 
trovertibly  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  lease  that  either  of 
the  conditions  had  not  been  performed ;  for,  as  to  the  fine  or 
premium,  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  those  terms,  none 
was  taken;  and  if  benefit  to  the  lessor  were  equivalent  to  a 
fine  or  premiiun,  none  appeared ;  for  it  did  not  necessarily 
follow  that  the  covenants  to  support  the  children  were  bene« 
fidal  to  the  mother,  the  lessor,  as  all  the  children  were  grown 
up,  and  bound  to  maintain  themselves ;  and  after  her  death 
she  could  not  be  bound  to  maintain  them ;  and,  as  to  the 
rent,  it  was  a  question  for  a  jury;  and  as  the  existence  of 
the  covenants  was  not  conclusive  that  the  best  rent  was 
not  reserved,  they  thought  that  the  case  ought  to  go  to  a 
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new  trial.  Mr.  Justice  Taunton,  however,  retained  his 
opinion. 

We  have  akeady  noticed  {b),  that  the  reservation  of  a  rent 
in  consideration  of  an  antecedent  occupation  is  not  a  firaud 
upon  a  power  of  leasing  at  the  best  and  most  improved  yearly 
rent  without  taking  any  sum  of  money  or  other  thing  for  or 
in  lieu  of  a  fine  or  income  for  the  same  (c). 

So,  again,  if,  under  a  power  prohibiting  the  receipt  of  a 
fine,  a  lease  be  made,  the  lessee  paying  two  years'  rent  in 
advance,  secured  by  the  lessor's  bond  and  life  insurance,  with 
liberty  to  retain  annually  a  certain  portion  of  the  rent,  until 
the  entire  amount  be  repaid,  the  transaction  cannot  be  im- 
peached, provided  the  highest  rent  be  actually  reserved  {d). 

K  trustees  of  leaseholds  for  years  and  lives,  with  a  power 
of  leasing  without  taking  any  fine,  make  leases  and  take  fines, 
in  order  to  provide  for  future  renewals  of  the  trust  property, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  cestui  que  trust,  the  court  will  pause 
before  it  sets  aside  such  leases,  particularly  if  the  cestui  que 
trust  has  gone  on  for  several  years  adopting  the  acts  of  his 
trustee  (e). 

Where  a  power  was  given  by  marriage  articles  to  tenant 
for  life  to  lease  at  the  best  improved  rent  without  fine,  with  a 
further  power  enabling  him,  with  the  consent  of  the  trustees, 
to  raise  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  for  such  uses  and  pur- 
poses as  he  should  think  fit ;  and  the  donee  granted  a  lease 
in  consideration  of  300/.  paid,  and  of  a  yearly  rent  reserved, 
the  trustee  having  consented  that  he  should  raise  the  sum  of 
5000/.  by  mortgaging  all  or  any  part  of  the  estate,  or  in  any 
other  manner  he  should  think  fit ;  it  was  held  that  the  lease 
could  not  be  set  aside.  Regard  being  had  to  the  true  con- 
struction of  the  power  to  raise  money,  and  the  known  and 
long-established  usage  in  Ireland,  it  was  considered  that  this 
mode  oi  fining  down  might  be  one  way  of  raising  the  money ; 

(6)  Ante,  p.  475,  et  teq.  Beat  323. 

(c)  Isherwood  v.  Oldknow,  3  Mml  (e)  Bowes  9.  East  London  Water- 
&  Selw.  382.  works  Company,  Jacob,  324.  327;  S.  C 

(d)  O'Brien  v.  Grienon,  2  Ball  &  3  Madd.  375. 
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and  that  the  tenant  for  life  was  clearly  wairanied  in  so  raising 
it  as  well  as  by  any  other  means  (/). 

It  would  appear^  that  if  a  power  of  leasing  require  the 
best  rent  that  can  be  reasonably  got  to  be  reserved^  payable 
during  the  term^  the  absence  of  a  covenant  for  payment  of  the 
rent  will  vitiate  the  lease ;  for,  under  a  mere  reservation,  it 
cannot  be  paid  till  entry  of  the  lessee ;  and,  therefore,  in  fact, 
may  never  be  payable  dujring  the  term  (ff). 

In  the  case  of  White  r.  Pike  (A),  a  power  was  contained  in 
a  settlement  for  the  several  tenants  for  life,  when  they  should 
respectively  become  seised  in  possession,  to  demise  or  lease 
the  lands  of  Bathenny,  [and  certain  other  denominations,] 
for  any  term  not  exceeding  ninety-one  years  or  three  Uves  in 
possession  or  reversion,  so  as  no  such  lease  should  be  made  to 
continue  for  a  longer  term  than  ninety-one  years  or  three 
lives  firom  the  making  thereof;  and  also  to  demise  or  let 
[the  rest  of  the  settled  lands,  describing  them,]  for  any  term 
not  exceeding  three  Uves,  or  for  any  term  of  years  not  exceed- 
ing thirty-one  years,  or  for  thirty-one  years  determinable 
upon  one,  two,  or  three  Uves,  in  possession,  and  not  in  rever- 
sion, remainder,  or  expectancy;  so  as  every  such  lease  should 
be  made  by  indenture,  and  not  by  deed-poll;  and  so  as  upon 
every  such  lease  there  should  be  reserved,  and  made  payable, 
during  the  continuance  thereof  respectively,  the  most  and 
best  yearly  rent  that  could  be  reasonably  had  and  obtained 
for  the  same  at  the  time  of  making  thereof,  without  taking 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  or  other  thing,  by  way  of  fine  or 
income  for  or  in  respect  of  such  lease  or  leases;  and  so  as 
none  of  such  leases  should  be  made  dispunishable  of  waste 
by  any  express  words  therein;  and  so  as  in  every  such  lease 
there  should  be  reserved  a  clause  of  re-entry  for  nonpayment 
of  the  rent  or  rents  to  be  thereby  respectively  reserved;  and 
so  as  the  lessee  or  lessees  to  whom  such  lease  or  leases  should 


(/)  Ward  f».  Hartpole,  3  Bll  P.  C.  Sealy,  1  Ale  &  Nap.  359. 
470.  (h)  White  dem.  Earl  of  Howth  v, 

(ff)  Taylor  dem.  Atkyns  v.  Horde,  Pike,  Cooke  &,  Ale.  42. 
1  Burr.  125.    Nugent  dem.  Atkins  v. 
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be  made  shoxild  seal  and  deliver  counterparts  of  such  lease 
and  leases  respectively.  It  was  contended^  that  the  clause  in 
the  power  requiring  the  best  yearly  rent  to  be  reserved  did 
not  extend  to  leases  in  reversion;  but  the  court  were  of  a 
different  opinion,  one  circumstance  evincing  beyond  any 
reasonable  doubt  the  intention  of  the  parties  that  the  clause 
applied  to  leases  in  reversion,  and  that  was,  that  the  same 
clause  which  required  the  best  improved  rent  to  be  resenred, 
also  required  that  the  leases  should  not  be  made  dispunish- 
able of  waste;  that  clauses  for  re-entry  on  nonpayment  of  the 
rent  should  be  contained  in  them,  and  that  the  lessees  should 
seal  and  deliver  counterparts ;  they  said  that  there  could  be 
no  reason  assigned  for  confining  these  requisitions  to  leases 
in  possession,  and  they  could  not  be  extended  to  leases  in 
reversion,  without  extending  to  them  also  the  reservation  of 
the  best  improved  yearly  rent.  And  as  to  an  argument  that 
the  ascertainment  of  the  rent  would  be  rendered  difficult  by 
this  construction  in  the  case  of  leases  in  reversion,  they  said, 
that  it  was  not  weU  founded,  because  the  best  improved  rent 
required  to  be  reserved  was  not  that  which  could  be  obtained 
at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  lease  in  possession, 
but  at  the  time  of  making  the  lease  which  was  to  commence 
in  possession  at  a  future  time. 

Whether  the  ancient  or  best  rent  be  reserved,  the  amount 
must  be  specified  in  terms,  or  be  reducible  to  a  certainty.  Thus, 
the  reservation  may  be  of  so  much  per  acre,  for  such  number  of 
acres  as  the  lands  shall  upon  a  survey  be  found  to  contain  (t). 

So,  where  a  power  was  reserved  by  a  settlement  to  make 
leases  of  lands  anciently  demised,  reserving  at  least  IZs.  for 
every  Cheshire  acre,  it  was  held,  that  a  lease  reserving  all 
the  rent  intended  to  be  reserved  was  a  valid  execution  of  the 
power,  as  the  reservation  intended  by  the  power  did  not 
depend  upon  uncertain  evidence,  but  might  at  all  times  be 
ascertained  by  admeasurement  (Ar). 

(t)  Shannon  v.  Bradstreety  1  Scho.      cited  in  Orbj  v,  Mohan,  Glib.  £q.  R^ 
&  Lef.  73.  49;  and  3  Rep.  in  Ch.  110. 

(k)  Lawson,  or  Lewson,  v.  Piggot, 
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Where  a  lease  was  made  in  pursuance  of  a  power^  reserving 
yearly  so  much  rent  as  amounted  to  two  parts  in  three  of  the 
yearly  value  of  the  premises^  according  to  the  best  improved 
value,  it  was  held,  that,  unless  proof  could  be  made  of  a 
greater  value  than  the  sum  of  290/.,  which  had  constantly 
been  paid  by  the  defendant,  and  accepted  by  the  plaintiff, 
that  sum  must  be  taken  as  two  parts  of  the  Aill  value  of  the 
premises  at  the  time  of  making  the  lease;  and  that  that  sum, 
or  the  greater  value,  if  so  proved,  was  to  continue  to  be  paid, 
whether  the  premises  should  rise  or  fall  in  value  (/). 

But  it  is  not  safe  to  adopt,  in  the  reservation,  the  words  of 
the  power,  unless  they  point  out  with  certainty,  either  by 
express  words,  or  by  reference  to  some  fixed  standard,  the 
actual  amount  of  rent.  A  tenant  for  life,  with  power  to  make 
leases  of  all  or  any  of  the  lands  anciently  and  accustomably 
demised,  whereof  fines  had  been  usually  taken,  reserving  the 
ancient  usual  and  accustomable  rents,  or  more ;  and  of  all  the 
other  lands,  reserving  the  best  and  most  improved  rents  that 
could  be  got,  made  two  leases;  and,  by  the  first,  demised  to 
the  plaintiffs  all  the  several  messuages  and  lands  comprised 
in  the  indenture  of  settlement  which  had  been  usually  letten, 
and  fines  taken  for  the  same,  or  that  were  within  the  compass 
of  the  proviso,  rendering  yearly,  at  the  times  and  days  therein 
mentioned,  the  several  old  and  accustomed  rents  for  the  same, 
according  to  the  intent  of  the  said  proviso;  and,  by  the  second, 
he  demised  all  other  messuages,  lands,  and  premises,  &;c., 
whereof  there  were  no  leases  for  years  or  lives  in  being,  and 
for  which  no  fines  were  formerly  taken,  reserving  thereon  the 
best  improved  rents  and  value  thereof,  without  specifying 
what  those  rents  were.  The  case  received  the  greatest  con- 
sideration, the  two  chief  Justices,  Trevor  and  Holt,  having  lent 
their  assistance  to  the  Lord  Keeper;  and  it  was  determined 
by  the  Lord  Keeper  and  L.  C.  J.  Trevor,  in  opposition  to  the 
opinion  of  L.  C.  J.  Holt,  that  the  first  lease  could  not  be 
supported ;  first,  because  of  the  generality  and  uncertainty  of 

(0  Audley  V.  Audley,  2  Rep.  in  Gi.  156. 
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the  reservation ;  and,  secondly,  on  account  of  the  diflSciilties 
which  the  remainder-man  would  have  to  encounter  in  avowing 
for  and  recovering  the  rent.  The  second  was  universally 
admitted  to  be  void  on  the  ground  of  uncertainty,  the  counsel 
for  the  lessee  giving  up  the  point  {m);  and  the  decree  was 
affirmed  by  the  House  of  Lords  after  a  lapse  of  twenty 
years  («). 

Under  a  power  to  lease  at  such  rent  as  the  donee  shall 
think  fit,  a  nominal  rent  may  be  reserved  (o);  or  the  donee 
may  make  a  lease  without  reserving  any  rent  whatever  (p), 

IS  the  power  prescribe  that  the  rent  be  reserved  payable  in 
gold,  a  reservation  in  silver  will  not  do  (g) ;  though  a  mere 
variation  in  terms  will  make  no  difference,  if  the  quality, 
value,  and  nature,  of  the  thing  reserved  be  the  same ;  as  if 
eight  bushels  of  wheat  be  reserved,  where  the  power  requires 
a  reservation  of  a  quarter  (r). 

With  respect  to  the  reversioner  for  the  time  being,  the 
modes  of  reserving  rent  in  leases  under  powers  are  various. 
It  may  be  reserved  to  the  lessor,  and  the  person  or  persons 
who  for  the  time  being  shall  be  entitled  to  the  reversion  of 
the  premises  under  the  limitations  contained  in  the  deed  or 
will  creating  the  power;  or  it  may  be  reserved  generally 
during  the  term.  The  latter  is  the  preferable  mode,  as  the 
law  will  appropriate  the  rent  to  the  person  from  time  to  time 
entitled  to  it{s).  It  is  not  unusual  to  find  the  reservation  to 
the  lessor  and  his  heirs,  or  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
during  the  term;  but  these,  though  unskilful,  are  not  inopera- 
tive modes ;  as  the  courts  interpret  such  words  by  the  prior 
title,  and  apply  them  to  the  person  entitled  under  the  will  or 
settlement  to  the  estate  in  remainder  or  reversion,  and  not 

(m)  Orby  v.  Mohun,  2  Vem.  531.  (o)  Muskerry  o.  Chinnery,  Lloyd  & 

542;  S.  C.  Free.  Ch.  257;  Gilb.  £q.  Goo.  temp.  Sugd.  C.  185.  225. 

Rep.  45;  3  Rep.  in  Gh.  102;  Freem.  (p)  Talbot  o.  Tipper,  Skin.  427. 

Gh.  291 ;  1  Eq.  Ga.  Ab.  343.  pi.  5;  16  (q)  Mountjoy's  case,  5  Go.  5,  b.,  5th 

Yin.  Ab.  473.  pL  5.     Gilbert's  report  resolution.    Orby  v.  Mohun,  Gilb.  £q. 

IS  the  best  Rep.  60;  3  Rep.  in  Gh.  139. 

(n)  Duchess  of  Hamilton  r.  Mor-  (r)  Ibid, 

daunt,  3  Bro.  P.  G.  248;  Toml.  ed.  («)  Whitlook's  case,  8  Co.  71,  a. 

▼ol.  6,  p.  145.  Sacheverell  r.  Froggatt,  2  Saund.  367. 
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to  the  heir  of  the  lessor,  unless  he  happen  to  be  remainder- 
man or  reversioner  (/).  In  all  such  cases,  the  words  used 
are  to  be  interpreted  according  to  the  title  when  the  instru- 
ment is  executed  {u). 

And  in  a  late  case  {x),  where  lands  were  settled  to  the  use 
of  trustees  for  1000  years,  with  remainder  to  B.  for  life,  with 
remainder  to  other  trustees  for  2000  years,  with  remainder 
to  C.  for  life,  with  power  of  leasing,  it  was  held,  that  the 
trustees  of  the  term  of  1000  years  might  distrain  for  rent  due 
by  a  lessee  coming  in  under  an  exercise  of  the  power,  although 
the  rent  was  reserved  to  the  person  or  persons  who  for  the 
time  being  should  be  entitled  to  the  freehold  or  inheritance 
of  the  demised  premises  expectant  on  the  decease  of  C;  for, 
though  they  were  not  entitled  to  an  estate  of  freehold  or 
inheritance  ia  the  technical  sense  of  those  terms,  yet  the 
reservation  was  not  to  be  so  confined;  but  that  if  they  were 
entitled  to  the  rent,  the  reservation  was  sufficient  to  give 
them  the  legal  interest  therein. 

7.  As  to  the  right  of  re-entry  on  nonpayment  of  rent,  &;c. 

Almost  all  powers  of  leasing  provide,  though  in  various 
terms,  for  the  insertion  in  the  lease  of  a  clause  to  authorise 
the  lessor  to  re-enter  on  nonpayment  of  rent ;  sometimes  on 
nonpayment  for  a  specified  number  of  days;  at  others,  in 
general  terms ;  and  occasionally  the  provision  is  altogether 
omitted  from  the  power. 

Where  the  power  limits  the  period  of  indulgence  to  be 
allowed  to  the  lessee,  it  is  apprehended  that  an  extension  of 
it  would  prove  a  valid  objection  to  the  lease  (y). 


{t)  Whitlock'8  case,  8  Co.  69,  b., 
2nd  resolution.  Berry  v.  White,  O. 
Bridgm.  by  Bann.  104.  1  Co.  139,  a. 
Hotley  V.  Scott,  Loflft,  316;  S.  C,  nom. 
Lord  Tankerville  v.  Wingfield,  7  Pri. 
343,  n.;  2  Brod.  &  Bing.  498;  5  J.  B. 
Mo.  346 ;  S.  C.  recognised  by  Ashhurst, 
J.,under  the  name  of  Sir  John  Astley's 
Leases,  Doogl.  572.  3  Man.  &  Selw. 
386.  Campbell  v.  Leach,  Ambl.  740. 
746,  6th  point.  Basset  v.  Basset, 
Ambl.,  2nd  ed.  by  Blunt,  843,  Appen- 


dix, (P).  Isherwood  v.  Oldknow,  3 
Man.  &  Selw.  382.  Jackson  v.  Innes, 
1  Bli  P.  C.  115.  Sands  v.  Ledger,  2 
Ld.  Baym.  792.  Rogers  v.  Hum- 
phreys, 4  Adol.  &  EIL  299;  S.  C.  I 
Harr.  &  WoL  625.  Hosier,  or  Hozier, 
V.  Powell,  1  Longf.  &  Towns.  2;  S.  C. 
3  Irish  Law  Rep.  395. 

(»)  Ibid. 

(x)  Rogers  v.  Humphreys,  4  AdoL 
&  £11.  299 ;  S.  C.  1  Har.  &  Wol.  625. 

(y)  Doe    dem.   Earl   of  Jersey  v. 
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But  it  appears  that  an  abridgment  of  the  period  would  not 
have  the  same  effect.  In  Coxe  v.  Day  {z),  the  power  specified 
twenty-one  days  as  the  limit  of  indulgence^  and  in  the  lease 
the  right  of  re-entry  was  made  to  accrue  in  twenty  days^  but 
no  exception  was  taken  to  it  on  that  ground..  In  Doe  dem. 
Vaughan  v.  Meyler  {a),  where  the  power  required  a  clause  of 
re-entry  for  nonpayment  of  the  rent  for  twenty-one  days,  and 
the  lease  was  granted  with  a  clause  of  re-entry  in  case  of  non- 
payment for  fifteen  days,  and  no  sufficient  distress,  it  was 
admitted  that  the  power  was  badly  exercised.  But  in  a  late 
case  {b),  where  a  power  was  given  to  a  tenant  for  life  to  lease 
such  parts  of  an  estate  as  had  been  anciently  demised,  so  as 
the  ancient  and  accustomed  yearly  rent  and  reservations  were 
thereby  reserved;  aU  and  every  of  such  leases  being  from 
time  to  time  made  and  granted  in  the  same  manner  and 
form,  and  with  and  under  such  and  the  like  reservations, 
restrictions,  covenants,  conditions,  and  agreements,  as  were 
usually  and  customarily  contained  in  leases  of  the  same  kind 
in  the  several  and  respective  parishes  and  places  where  the 
same  premises  were  situated ;  and  in  the  lease  last  preceding 
the  one  made  under  the  power  a  right  of  re-entry  was  reserved 
in  case  the  rent  should  be  in  arrear  for  twenty-one  days; 
while  that  under  the  power  gave  the  right  of  re-entry  after 
twenty  days ;  the  court  did  not  consider  the  lease  objection- 
able on  that  ground,  as  the  latter  provision  was  more 
beneficial  to  the  remainder-man. 

Sometimes,  as  before  observed,  the  power  requires  that  the 
lease  shall  contain  a  clause  for  re-entry  on  nonpayment  of 
rent,  without  referring  to  any  particular  time  at  which  the 
right  is  to  accrue  :  and  it  was  formerly  a  question,  whether 
the  donee  was  obliged  strictly  to  reserve  the  right  of  re-entiy 
immediately  on  default  in  payment  by  the  lessee,  or  whether 

Smith,  7  Pri.  320;  S.  C.  K.  B.  5  Mau.  (z)  Coxe  v.  Day,  13  East,  118. 

&  Selw.  467;  in  Exch.  Chamb.  7  Pri.  (a)  Doe  dem.  Vaughan  v.  Mejler, 

281 ;  1  Brod.  &  Bing.  97;  3  J.  B.  Mo.  2  Mau.  &  Selw.  276. 

339;  in  House  of  Lords,  7  Pri.  379;  2  (6)  Doe  dem.  Dou^as  v.  Lock,  2 

Brod.  &  Bing.  473;  5  J.  B.  Mo.  332;  Adol.  &  £11.  705.  741 ;  S.  C.  4  Nev.  & 

3  Bii.  290.  Man.  807. 
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be  might  be  allowed  a  period  of  indulgence ;  and^  if  bjij,  of 
wbat  duration. 

In  tbe  ease  of  Jones  v.  Vemey  (c),  wbere  tbere  was  a  power 
of  leasing^  so  as  in  every  sucb  lease  tbere  sbould  be  contained 
a  condition  of  re-entry  for  nonpayment  of  rent,  and  tbe  pro- 
vision in  tbe  lease  was  for  re-entry  on  nonpayment  of  tbe  rent 
in  forty-two  days  after  tbe  days  of  payment,  tbe  judgment  of 
tbe  court  rested  on  anotber  ground;  and  as  no  objection  was 
taken  to  tbe  lease  on  account  of  its  containing  tbe  qualified 
proviso  for  re-entry,  it  is  submitted  tbat  no  great  importance 
can  be  attacbed  to  tbe  case  as  an  authority  on  eitber  side. 

But  tbe  point  was  settled  after  tbe  most  laborious  argument 
and  mature  deliberation  in  tbe  long-contested  Jersey  case, 
wbicb  was  first  determined  in  tbe  court  of  King's  Bencb(d) ; 
tbence  carried  on  appeal  to  tbe  Exchequer  Chamber  (e);  and 
finaUy  received  tbe  adjudication  of  tbe  House  of  Lords  (/) ; 
wbere  tbe  judgment  of  tbe  court  of  King's  Bench  was  aflSrmed, 
and  that  of  tbe  Exchequer  Chamber  reversed.  An  attempt, 
therefore,  to  supply  the  reader  with  a  succinct  statement  of 
the  facts,  and  of  tbe  arguments  and  opinions  of  the  legal 
dignitaries  who  sat  in  judgment  on  tbe  case,  can  require  no 
apology,  particularly  as  tbe  decision  has  propounded  a  most 
important  rule,  not  only  tending  to  the  establishment  of 
numerous  leases  depending  on  similar  circumstances,  but, 
what  is  equaUy  to  be  considered,  furnishing  a  guide  to  tbe 
future  conduct  of  the  practitioner. 

Tbe  facts  of  tbe  case,  set  out  on  special  verdict,  were  as 
follow : — ^Lady  Louisa  Barbara  Mansel,  being  tenant  for  life 
of  the  premises  in  question,  under  her  father's  will,  with  divers 
remainders  over,  with  a  general  power  of  revocation  and  new 
appointment,  by  her  marriage  settlement  of  tbe  2nd  of  July, 
1757,  having  exercised  the  power  of  revocation,  settled  tbe 

(c)  Jones  dem.  Cowper  v.  Yemey,  Brod.  &  Biog.  97;  3  J.  B.  Mo.  839; 
Willee,  169.  Easter  Term,  1819. 

(d)  Doe  dem.  Earl  of  Jersey  v.  (/)  Smith  v.  Doe  dem.  Earl  of  Jer- 
Smith,  5  Mail.  &  Selw.  467;  Mich.  eey,  7  Pri.  379;  S.  C.  2  Brod.  &  Bmg. 
Term,  1816.  473;  5  J.  B.  Mo.  332 ;  8  Bli. P.  C.  290; 

(e)  Same  name,  7  Pri.  281 ;  S.  C.  1  a.d.  1821. 
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same^  after  the  solemnization  of  the  intended  marriage,  to 
the  nse  of  Greorge  Venables  Vernon,  the  yonnger,  afterwards 
Lord  Vernon,  for  life,  with  remainder  to  the  use  of  herself 
for  life,  with  varioos  remainders  oTcr;  and  the  settlement 
contained  a  proviso  in  the  words  foUowing : — 

Provided  (&c.),  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
the  said  George  Venables  Vernon,  and  Lonisa  Barbara 
Mansel,  his  intended  wife,  &om  time  to  time,  during  their 
respective  lives,  when  and  as  they  shall  respectively  be  in 
possession  of,  or  entitled  to  the  perception  of  the  rents  and 
profits  of,  the  manors,  messuages,  lands,  hereditaments,  and 
^'  premises,  so  limited  to  them  for  their  respective  lives  as 
^^  aforesaid,  by  indenture  or  indentures  under  their  respective 
^^  hands  and  seals,  attested,  &c.,  to  demise,  lease,  or  grant, 
^'  such  part  or  parts  of  the  said  manors,  messuages,  lands, 
"  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  or  parts  or  shares  of  manors, 
''  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  premises, 
whereof  they  shall  be  so  respectively  in  possession,  or  enti- 
tled to  the  perception  of  the  rents  and  profits  as  aforesaid, 
'^  as  are  now  leased  for  life  or  lives,  or  for  years  determinable 
on  the  dropping  of  a  life  or  lives,  to  any  person  or  persons 
in  possession  or  reversion  for  one,  two,  or  three  lives,  or  for 
any  number  of  years,  determinable  on  the  dropping  of  one, 
two,  or  three  lives,  so  as  there  be  not  on  any  part  or  parcel  of 
the  same  premises  to  be  demised,  leased,  or  granted,  respec- 
tively for  a  life  or  lives,  or  for  years  determinable  on  the 
dropping  of  a  life  or  lives,  as  before  mentioned,  any  greater 
estate  or  interest  subsisting  at  any  one  time  than  what  will 
wear  out  or  be  determinable  on  the  dropping  of  three  lives ; 
''  and  so  as  on  every  respective  lease,  demise,  or  grant,  for  a 
^'  life  or  lives,  or  for  years  determinable  on  the  dropping  of  a 
'^  life  or  lives,  there  be  reserved  and  made  payable,  during 
'^  the  continuance  of  the  estates  and  interests  thereby  to  be 
*^  demised,  leased,  or  granted  respectively,  the  ancient  and 
"  accustomed  yearly  rents,  duties,  and  services,  or  more,  as 
'^  now  are  or  at  the  time  of  demising  or  granting  the  premises 
'^  so  to  be  demised,  leased,  or  granted  respectively,  were 
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'^  reserved  or  made  payable  for  or  in  respect  of  the  same  pre- 
mises respectively,  or  a  just  proportion  of  such  ancient  or 
the  present  reserved  rents,  duties,  and  services,  or  more, 
according  to  the  value  of  the  premises  so  to  be  demised, 
'^  leased,  or  granted  respectively,  (except  heriots,  which  shall 
"  or  may  be  varied,  altered,  or  compounded  for,  according  to 
''  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  said  George  Venables  Vernon 
^'  and  Louisa  Barbara  Mansel);  all  such  rents,  duties,  and 
''  services  respectively,  to  be  incident  to,  and  go  along  with, 
^'  the  reversion  and  remainder  of  the  same  premises  expectant 
^'  on  the  determination  of  the  said  respective  demises,  leases, 
and  grants  thereof;  and  so  as  there  be  contained  in  every 
such  lease  a  power  of  re-entry  for  nonpayment  of  the  rent 
thereby  to  be  reserved ;  and  so  as  the  respective  lessees  to 
"  whom  such  lease  or  leases  shall  be  made  as  aforesaid  be 
"  not  by  any  express  clause  to  be  contained  in  any  such  leases 
"  respectively  freed  from  impeachment  of  waste ;  and  so  as 
''  the  said  respective  lessee  or  lessees  to  whom  any  such  lease 
"  or  leases  shall  be  made  respectively  as  aforesaid  doth  and 
'^  do  seal  and  deliver  a  counterpart  or  counterparts  of  such 
lease  or  leases  respectively : 

And  also  by  indenture  or  indentures,  under  their  respec- 
tive hands  and  seals,  attested  as  aforesaid,  to  demise,  lease, 
''  or  grant,  all  or  any  of  the  said  manors,  messuages,  lands, 
tenements,  hereditaments,  and  premises,  so  limited  to  them 
George  Venables  Vernon  and  Louisa  Barbara  Mansel  for 
"  their  respective  lives,  for  any  term  or  number  of  years  abso- 
lute not  exceeding  twenty-one  years,  to  take  effect  in  pos- 
session, and  not  in  reversion  or  by  way  of  future  interest ; 
so  as  upon  every  such  lease  for  an  absolute  term  not  exceed- 
ing twenty-one  years  there  be  reserved  and  made  payable 
diuing  the  continuance  of  such  lease  or  leases  so  much  or 
'^  as  great  and  beneficial  yearly  and  other  rent  and  rents,  and 
other  services,  proportionally,  as  now  is  and  are  therefore 
paid  and  yielded,  or  the  best  or  most  improved  yearly  rent 
and  rents  that  can  be  reasonably  had  or  obtained  for  the 
"  same,  without  taking  any  fine,  premium,  or  fore-gift,  or  any 

VOL.  I.  K  K 
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^'  thing  in  the  nature  of  or  in  lieu  thereof^  to  be  incident  to 
"  and  go  along  with  the  reversion  and  remainder  of  the  same 
"  premises^  expectant  on  the  determination  of  the  saidrespec- 
^'  tive  leases ;  and  so  as  the  respective  lessees  to  whom  any 
''  such  lease  or  leases  shall  be  made  respectively  as  aforesaid, 
"  be  not  expressly  freed  firom  waste ;  and  do  seal  and  deUver 
'^  counterparts  of  such  leases  respectively;  and  so  as  in  every 
such  lease  for  any  term  of  years  absolute  respectively  there 
^*  be  contained  a  clause  of  re-entry  in  case  the  rent  or  rents 
thereupon  to  be  reserved  be  behind  or  unpaid  by  the  space 
of  twenty-eight  days  after  the  times  thereby  respectively 
appointed  for  payment  thereof : 
And  abo  by  indenture  or  indentures,  under  their  respective 
'^  hands  and  seals,  attested  as  aforesaid,  to  demise,  lease, 
''  and  grant,  all  or  any  part  of  the  lands,  hereditaments,  and 
'^  premises,  so  limited  to  them  the  said  George  Yenables  Yer- 
"  non  and  Louisa  Barbara  Mansel  for  their  respective  Uvls 
"  as  aforesaid,  wherein  or  whereupon  any  mine  or  mines 
''  now  is  or  are  open,  or  wherein  or  whereon  any  person  or 
'^  persons  shall  be  willing  to  open  any  mine  or  mines,  sough 
'^  or  soughs,  or  other  thing  or  things  whatsoever,  which  may 
"  be  requisite  and  necessary  for  the  digging  and  getting  of 
"  lead  or  copper-ore  or  any  metal  or  mineral  whatsoever, 
unto  any  person  or  persons,  for  any  term  or  number  of 
years  not  exceeding  thirty-one  years,  to  take  effect  in  pos- 
'^  session,  and  not  in  reversion  or  by  way  of  future  interest ; 
'^  and  so  as  upon  every  such  lease  for  an  absolute  term  not 
*'  exceeding  thirty-one  years  there  be  reserved  and  made  pay- 
^'  able  during  the  continuance  of  such  lease  or  leases  such 
"  part  or  share  of  the  lead,  copper  ore,  coal,  and  other  pro- 
"  duce,  to  be  gotten  from  the  said  mines,  or  such  yearly  rent 
^^  or  income  in  respect  thereof,  as  can  reasonably  be  had  or' 
"  obtained  for  the  same,  without  taking  any  fine,  premium, 
"  or  fore-gift,  or  anything  in  the  nature  or  in  Ueu  thereof,  to 
'^  be  incident  to  and  go  along  with  the  reversion  and  remain- 
'*  der  of  the  said  premises,  expectant  on  the  determination  of 
^'  the  said  respective  leases ;  and  so  as  &c.,  [as  before] ;  and 
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^'  80  as  there  be  also  inserted  such  proper  and  usual  covenants 
"  for  the  effectually  winning  and  working  the  said  mines, 
''  and  smelting  the  ore,  and  doing  all  other  proper  and 
"  necessary  acts,  as  are  usually  inserted  in  leases  of  the  like 
''  nature/' 

It  was  found  by  the  verdict,  that,  at  the  date  of  the  settle- 
ment, and  after,  until  the  surrender  of  an  existing  lease  at 
the  making  of  the  lease  of  1803,  on  which  the  point  in  the 
case  arose,  the  premises  in  question  had  been  and  were 
leased  and  were  under  and  subject  to  a  lease  to  certain  per- 
sons for  a  term  of  years  determinable  on  the  lives  of  three 
persons :  it  was  further  found,  that  Lord  Vernon,  after  the 
marriage,  on  the  6th  of  September,  1803,  in  consideration  of 
the  surrender  of  the  existing  lease,  and  of  106/.,  and  of  the 
yearly  rents,  duties,  payments,  services,  articles,  covenants, 
provisoes,  and  agreements,  thereinafter  specified,  demised  the 
premises  for  ninety-nine  years,  if  the  lessees  and  J.  S.  or 
either  of  them  should  so  long  live,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  ZL, 
payable  at  Michaelmas  and  Lady-day  by  equal  portions,  toge- 
ther with  one  couple  of  fat  capons  on  the  1st  of  January  yearly 
during  the  term,  or  the  sum  of  l8.  M.  in  lieu  thereof,  at  the 
election  and  choice  of  the  said  Lord  Vernon,  his  heirs  or 
assigns,  or  the  owner  of  the  inheritance,  and  also  an  heriot 
of  the  best  beast,  or  40«.  in  lieu  thereof,  at  the  like  election, 
&C.,  upon  the  death  of  every  tenant  dying  in  possession, 
and  the  like  upon  every  assignment,  sale,  forfeiture,  or 
alienation ;  and  the  lessees  also  yielding  and  doing  constant 
suit  of  mill :  and  it  wa3  further  found,  that  the  lease  con- 
tained a  proviso  for  re-entry  in  the  following  words :  '*  Pro- 
vided always,  that  if  it  shall  happen  at  any  time  during 
"  the  estate  hereby  granted,  that  the  said  yearly  rent  or  sum 
"  of  two  pounds,  and  every  or  any  of  the  duties,  services,  re- 
"  servations,  and  payments,  hereby  reserved,  or  any  part 
thereof,  shall  be  behind,  unpaid,  or  undone,  in  part  or  in 
all,  by  the  space  of  15  days  next  over  or  after  any  or  either 
of  the  days  or  times  whereat  or  whereupon  the  same  ought 
to  be  paid,  done,  or  performed,  as  aforesaid,  and  no  suffi- 
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cient  distress  or  distresses  can  or  may  be  had  and  taken 
upon  the  said  premises^  whereby  the  same  and  all  arrear- 
ages thereof  (if  any  be)  may  be  fiilly  raised^  levied,  and 
paid/'  (or  if  the  lessees  do  not  repair  within  six  months 
after  notice ;  or  do  commit  waste,  or  grind  their  com  at 
any  other  mill,  or  assign  without  licence ;)  "  or  if  any  de&ult 
shall  be  by  them  the  lessees,  their  executors,  administra- 
tors, or  assigns,  made  in  the  payment  or  performance  of  all 
"  or  any  of  the  [omitting  the  word  rents]  reseirations,  cove- 
nants, and  agreements,  hereinbefore  on  their  parts  con- 
tained, then  and  from  thenceforth,  in  all,  or  any,  or  either 
of  the  said  cases,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
said  Oeorge  Lord  Vernon,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  and  the 
person  and  persons  to  whom  the  fireehold  or  inheritance  of 
the  premises  shall  as  aforesaid  belong,  into  and  upon  the 
said  premises  hereby  demised,  and  into  eveiy  part  and  parcel 
''  thereof,  wholly  to  re-enter,  and  the  same  to  have,  hold, 
"  retain,  possess,  and  enjoy,  as  in  his  and  their  former  and 
^  '^  proper  estate,  against  [the  lessees]  their  executors,  admi- 

ts' *^  nistrators,  or  assigns ;   these  presents  or  anything  herein 

"  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwith- 
"  standing/' 

The  verdict  further  found,  that  the  usual  and  accustomed 
form  of  leases  of  the  estate  contained  in  the  marriage  settle- 
ment of  2nd  July,  1 757,  for  lives  or  years  determinable  on  lives, 
as  well  prior  as  subsequent  to  that  settlement,  was  with  a 
conditional  proviso  of  re-entry  similar  to  that  in  the  inden- 
ture of  5th  September,  1803. 

When  the  case  first  came  before  the  court  of  King's  Bench, 
two  points  were  made  for  the  plaintiff;  the  first,  that  the 
lease  of  the  5th  of  September,  1803,  was  not  a  valid  lease 
under  the  power  given  by  the  marriage  settlement  of  Lord 
and  Lady  Vernon ;  and  the  second,  that  evidence  ought  not 
to  have  been  received  as  to  what  had  been  the  form  of  other 
leases  of  the  estates  contained  in  the  said  marriage  settle- 
ment ;  and  that  the  finding  as  to  what  had  been  the  usual  and 
accustomed  form  of  other  leases  was  wholly  irrelevant.    And, 
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under  the  first  pointy  the  lease  wa3  said  to  be  void: — 1^  because 
the  re-entry  was  restrained  for  fifteen  days  after  the  day  of 
payment ;  and^  £^  because  it  was  restrained  by  a  condition 
that  a  sufficient  distress  could  not  be  had  on  the  premises. 
For  the  present  we  may  confine  our  attention  to  the  objection 
taken  on  the  ground  of  the  fifteen  days'  forbearance  being 
given  to  the  lessee.  In  giving  judgment  on  the  case,  the 
court  of  King's  Bench  observed^  that  the  leasing  power  said^ 
that  the  lease  must  contain  a  power  of  re-entry  for  non-pay- 
ment of  rent,  not  on  non-payment  of  rent,  nor  to  be  exercised 
immediately  upon  the  occurring  of  that  de&ult :  that  it  was 
silent  as  to  the  time  when  it  should  be  carried  into  effect ; 
and  being  so  silent,  why  should  it  not,  (they  asked,)  in  virtue 
of  such  silence,  be  intended  that  the  creator  of  the  power 
thought  it  enough  to  require  that  there  should  be  some  rea- 
sonable power  of  re-entry  for  non-payment  of  rent  upon  every 
lease,  leaving  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  person  by  whom  it 
should  be  granted  to  prescribe  when  and  under  what  circum- 
stances that  power  of  re-entry  should  in  each  particular  case 
be  enforced. 

On  appeal  to  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  Barons  Garrow, 
Wood,  and  Graham,  supported  the  lease,  while  Justices 
Burrough  and  Park,  Richards,  L.  C.  B.,  and  Dallas,  L.  C.  J. 
C.  P.,  denied  its  validity. 

When  the  case  came  before  the  Home  of  Lords,  five  judges, 
Dallas,  L.  C.  J.  C.  P.,  and  Justices  Park,  Holroyd,  Burrough, 
and  Richardson,  were  opposed  to  the  lease :  but  Lord  Eldon,  C, 
Lord  Redesdale,  Abbott,  L.  C.  J.K.  B.,  Richards,  L.  C.  B., 
who  changed  the  opinion  he  had  previously  held  in  the  Ex- 
chequer Chamber,  Barons  Graham,  Wood,  and  Garrow,  and 
Justices  Bayley  and  Best,  were  in  its  favor. 

The  chief  grounds  on  which  the  judges  who  were  opposed 
to  the  lease  rested  their  opinion  were : 

That  the  words  of  the  power  contained  a  clear  and  specific 
meaning,  wanting  no  explanation,  that  the  lease  should  con- 
tain a  pure  and  simple  clause  of  re-entry,  and  that  a  clause 
with  a  qualification  of  fifteen  days'  forbearance  was  more 
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prejudicial  to  the  lessor^  than  a  mere  clause  of  re-entry  on 
non-payment  of  rent  {ff) : 

That  the  circumstance  of  the  power  requiring^  in  the  case 
of  leases  not  exceeding  twenty-one  years,  a  clause  of  re-entry 
with  an  indulgence  of  twenty-eight  days,  afforded  an  irre- 
sistible argument  for  excluding  any  such  qualification  firom 
the  power  in  question  (A) : 

That  no  discretion  was  to  be  allowed  to  the  lessor,  the  very 
intent  of  the  power  in  prescribing  the  requisites  being  to  pro- 
tect the  several  remainder-men  from  the  discretion  of  the 
tenant  for  life  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  (i) : 

That  what  on  the  other  side  was  termed  a  reasonable  exe- 
cution of  the  power  could  not  be  sanctioned,  on  account  of 
the  impracticability  of  ascertaining  the  reasonableness  of  the 
execution;  for  it  was  not  shown  by  whom  the  reasonableness 
was  to  be  determined,  whether  by  the  parties  to  the  deed,  or 
a  court,  or  jury;  nor  by  what  definite  rule  they  were  to  be 
guided  in  judging  of  its  being  reasonable  {k) : 

That  there  was  no  difference  between  the  power  prescribing 
a  re-entry  an  non-payment  of  rent,  or^br  non-payment  of  rent ; 
for  although  it  was  true  that  the  word  ybr  often  imported  the 
purpose  or  object,  and  so  it  might  be  in  the  case  in  question 
if  the  words  had  been  "  a  power  of  re-entry  for  payment  of 
the  rent ;''  yet  that  the  same  word^  as  often  imported  the 
cause  or  occasion  of  that  which  was  predicated;  and  that  the 
words  in  the  case  in  question  must  be  taken  to  signify  the 
same  as  either,  '^ because  of,''  ^^by  reason  of,''  ''on  account 
of,"  or  ''in  case  of,"  non-payment,  meaning,  when  that  event 
occurred,  and  being  the  same,  therefore,  as  if  the  words  were 
"  on  non-payment  of  rent"  {I) : 

That  the  former  leases  were  inadmissible  in  evidence.  And 
they  contrasted  the  different  parts  of  the  power  to  show  that 
some  parts  referred  to  a  pre-existing  state  of  the  property  and 
to  cases  of  former  leases ;  but  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 

{g)  7  Pri.  308.  313. 367-8.  380. 417.  (i)  7  Pri.  415. 

(h)  7  Pri.  309.  314.  369.  370.  384.  {k)  7  Pri.  309.  371.  430.444.491-2. 

421.  431.  490.  (0  7  Pri.  382.  416.  494. 
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proviso  in  question  which  admitted  of  a  reference  to  such 
leases  (m). 

In  answer  to  an  argument^  that  the  general  clause  for  re- 
entry inserted  in  the  lease  in  question  was  sufficient  to  satisfy 
the  requisition  of  the  power^  it  was  said^  that  the  word  rents 
seemed  to  have  been  purposely  omitted  from  that  clause;  that 
it  could  not  be  taken  that  the  parties  meant  it  to  apply  to  a 
case  which  was  before  fully  provided  for  according  to  the 
requisitions  in  the  powers  {n) :  and  that  it  was  a  maxim  that 
a  subsequent  general  clause  could  not  a£fect  a  preceding  spe- 
cial clause  (o). 

On  the  other  hand^  the  judges  who  argued  in  favor  of  the 
leases^  urged^  as  their  principal  reasons : 

That  as  the  terms  of  the  requisition  in  the  settlement  were 
that  there  should  be  contained  in  the  leases  a  power^  which 
they  held  to  be  equivalent  to  some  power,  indefinitely,  of  re- 
entry for  non-payment  of  rent,  and  as  in  the  lease  a  power  of 
re-entry  for  non-payment  of  rent  was  reserved,  there  was  a 
literal  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  power  (p) : 

That  the  power  wnj^for  non-payment,  not  on  non-payment. 
That  the  latter  word  might  perhaps  have  been  considered  as 
having  reference  to  the  time  of  the  accrual  of  the  right  of 
re-entry,  (if  that  had  been  the  word  used ;)  but  that  the  word 
for  must  be  taken  to  be  used  solely  with  reference  to  the  occe^ 
sion  on  which  it  was  to  be  given  (9): 

That  the  donor  of  the  power  intended  no  more  than  that 
it  should  be  substantially  and  reasonably  exercised ;  and,  with 
regard  to  the  power  requiring  twenty-eight  days^  indulgence 
in  leases  at  rack  rents,  that  the  omission  to  limit  a  time  for 
payment  in  the  power  in  question  was  evidence  of  his  inten- 
tion to  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  donee  to  insert  such  a 
reasonable  power  of  re-entry  as  should  secure  the  payment  of 
the  rent  to  the  reversioner  (r): 

(m)  7  Pri.  306.  317.  319.  320.  376.  {p)  7  Pri.  446-6. 456. 460.  470.  619, 

383.  403.  413.  439.  489.  (?)  7  Pri.  461.  470. 

(»)  7  Pri.  311.  (r)  7  Pri.  304.  319.  320.  457.  525 
(o)  7  Pri.  316.  378.  422. 
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That  fifteen  days  were  a  reasonable  time^  because  in  the 
next  power  twenty-eight  days  were  allowed  («) :  indeed^  that 
it  might  have  been  doubted  whether  the  lease  would  not  have 
been  void  for  unreasonableness  if  the  days  of  grace  had  not 
been  allowed  (/): 

That  no  question  could  arise  on  the  ground  of  reasonable- 
ness^ as  the  law  would  judge  of  the  reasonableness  of  the 
execution  of  the  power^  where  no  specific  terms  were  expressed, 
as  it  would  judge  of  the  operation  of  the  power  itself  («) ;  and 
that  courts  of  law  were  sometimes  required  by  the  legislature 
to  discover  and  decide  questions  upon  the  reasonable  execu- 
tion of  powers ;  as  in  the  case  of  the  general  indosure  act  {x), 
where  a  rector  or  vicar  is  enabled  to  lease  his  allotment  under 
certain  restrictions  mentioned  in  the  act,  and  amongst  others, 
under  a  restriction  "  that  there  be  inserted  in  the  lease  power 
of  re-entry  on  non-payment  of  the  rent  or  rents  to  be  thereby 
reserved  within  a  reasonable  time,  to  be  therein  hmited,  after 
the  same  shall  become  due'^  (y) : 

That  the  practice  of  the  court  of  Chancery,  the  Chancellor 
being  a  judge  both  of  law  and  equity,  was  to  be  considered  in 
ascertaining  the  legal  construction  of  the  language  of  the 
power,  and  its  legal  effect;  that  practice  being  to  allow  a 
reasonable  number  of  days  by  way  of  indulgence  to  the  tenant : 
that  in  the  event  of  a  question  coming  before  the  court  on  a 
bill  for  a  specific  performance  of  an  agreement  to  grant  a  lease 
under  such  a  leasing  power  as  the  one  in  question,  the  Chan- 
cellor would,  in  pursuance  of  the  established  practice  of  his 
predecessors,  direct  the  lease  to  be  made  with  a  power  of  re- 
entry, worded  as  the  clause  in  question  was,  giving  the  tenant 
an  extension  of  the  time  within  which  he  must  pay  the  rent  {z): 

That  the  practice  of  conveyancers,  which  was  in  harmony 
with  that  of  the  court  of  Chancery,  was  entitled  to  great 
weight  (a): 


(«)  Ibid.  {x)  41  Geo.  3.  c.  109.  b.  33. 

(0  7  Pri.  450. 518,  per  Lord  Eldon,  (y)  7  Pri.  501. 

and  Bayley,  J.  (2)  7  Pri.  511.  512.  620.  527. 

(tt)  7  Pri.  319.  320.  338.  501.  <a)  7  Pri.  476-7.  509.  523-4. 
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That  as  the  power  was  in  terms  so  general  that  nothing 
could  be  extracted  firom  them^  it  must  necessarily  refer  to 
something  extrinsic;  and^  therefore^  that  reference  to  the 
former  leases  was  justifiable  as  a  criterion  for  the  rents  and 
covenants  to  be  inserted  in  the  new  leases  (&). 

The  like  point  arose  in  the  case  of  Doe  v,  Wilson  {c),  and 
received  the  like  adjudication.  The  power  of  leasing  pre- 
scribed^ in  general  terms^  that  in  every  lease  there  should  be 
contained  a  condition  of  re-entry  for  non-payment  of  the  rent 
thereby  reserved ;  and  the  lease  provided  for  a  right  of  re-entry 
in  case  the  rent  should  be  unpaid  by  the  space  of  twenty-eight 
days.  Former  leases  of  the  premises  had  contained  a  similar 
provision.  And  the  courts  adhering  to  the  decision  in  Doe 
v.  Smithy  determined  that  the  lease  was  not  objectionable  on 
that  ground. 

And  a  very  recent  case  (d),  where^  under  a  similar  power^ 
the  right  of  re-entry  was  not  reserved  until  default  in  payment 
for  forty-two  days^  is  to  the  same  effect. 

Hence  it  appears^  that,  where  a  power  requires,  in  general 
terms,  that  the  lease  shall  contain  a  clause  of  re-entry  on  non- 
payment of  rent,  the  donee  is  invested  with  a  discretionary 
power  of  fixing  the  time  of  re-entry ;  that  this  discretion  is 
best  exercised  by  adopting  the  term  specified  in  former  leases, 
where  such  leases  exist;  that  such  leases  are  admissible  in 
evidence  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  conformity;  and  that, 
in  the  absence  of  previous  leases,  a  reasonable  time  of  indul- 
gence may  be  allowed,  consistently  with  the  ordinary  practice 
of  conveyancers,  and  of  the  court  of  Chancery.  What  may 
be  deemed  the  extreme  limit  of  such  reasonable  indulgence  is 
not  determined:  fifteen  days  were  allowed  in  Doe  v.  Smith  (a); 
twenty-eight,  in  Doe  v.  Wilson  (/) ;  while  in  Doe.  dem.  Wythe 

(6)  7  Pri.  303.  387.  349.  448.  458.  Doe  dem.  Wythe,  6  Mees.  &  Wei. 688; 

473.  516.  518.  530.  nnd  afterwaids  in  the  House  of  Lords, 

(c)  Doe  dem.  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  v,  12  Mees.  &  Wei.  355 ;  and  10  Cla.  & 
Wilson,  5  Bam.  &  Aid.  363, 4th  point.  Fin.  419.     The  judgment  of  the  courts 

(d)  Doe  dem.  Wythe  v.  Rutland,  2  below  on  this  point  was  not  reversed. 
Mees.  &  Wei.  661 ;  S.  C.  Mur.  &  Hurl.  (e)  Sup.  p.  495. 

245;  S.  C,  in  error,  nom.  Rutland  v.  (/)  Supra. 
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V.  Rutland  (g)^  an  indulgence  of  forty-two  days  was  consid^ied 
reasonable^  the  court  observing  that  it  was  a  reasonable  time, 
for  every  one  knew  that  forty-two  days  was  such  a  portion  of 
time  as  it  was  usual  for  a  tenant  to  be  allowed  to  pay  his  rent 
after  it  became  due;  though  they  held  that,  if,  under  the 
pretence  of  complying  with  the  power  in  terms,  the  clause 
were  of  such  a  nature  as  to  make  the  proviso  for  re-entry  in 
effect  wholly  nugatory,  the  power  would  be  contravened. 

Where  a  power  of  leasing  required  that  in  every  lease  to  be 
granted  by  virtue  of  it  there  should  be  contained  the  usual 
and  reasonable  covenants,  and  a  condition  of  re-entry  for  non- 
payment of  the  rent  thereby  reserved,  in  case  the  same  should 
be  behind  or  unpaid  by  the  space  of  twenty«one  days,  and  for 
non-performance  of  the  covenants  therein  to  be  contained,  it 
was  held,  that  a  lease  granted  by  the  donee  which  contained 
a  general  covenant  by  the  lessee  to  repaur,  and  a  proviso  for 
re-entry  in  case  the  lessee  should  suffier  the  premises  to  run 
to  decay,  and  should  not  sufficiently  repair  the  same  within 
six  calendar  months  after  notice,  could  not  be  supported  as  a 
due  compliance  with  the  power  (A). 

The  right  of  re-entry  reserved  in  the  lease  is  sometimes 
made  conditional  on  the  event  of  a  sufficient  distress  not 
being  found  upon  the  premises ;  or  on  the  circumstance  of 
the  rent  being  previously  demanded.  The  effect  of  such 
qualifications,  where  they  are  not  prescribed  by  the  power, 
remains  to  be  seen. 

It  may  be  gleaned  from  the  case  of  Hotley  v.  Scott  (t),  that 
Lord  Mansfield  was  of  opinion  that  a  power  of  leasing,  '^  so 
as  in  each  lease  there  be  a  clause  of  re-entry  if  the  rent  be 
unpaid  for  twenty-one  days,^'  was  not  badly  exercised,  although 
the  lease  prescribed  that  the  rent  should  be  first  lawfuUy  de- 

{g)  Sup.  p.  505.     And  the  term  of  a  note  of  the  same  ease  taken  by  Mr. 

indolgenoe  in  Jones  dem.  Ck>wper  v,  Butler,  under  the  name  of  Lord  Tan- 

Vemey,  Willes,  169,  was  also  forty-two  kerville  v.  Wingfield,  5  J.  B.  Mo.  346, 

days.  n.;  and  1  Brod.  &  Bing.  150,  and  7 

{h)  Doe  dem.  Lord   Egremont  v.  Pri.  343,  n.    The  report  by  LoSt  is 

Burrough,  6  (^  B.  229.  scarcely  intelligible.    And  see  7  Pri. 

(t)  Hotley  V,  Scott,  Lofft,  316.    See  410. 
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manded,  and  no  sufficient  distress  should  be  found  on  the 
premises. 

But  in  the  later  case  of  Coxe  v.  Day  {k),  where  there  was 
a  power  of  leasing  ^'  so  as  in  every  such  lease  there  be  con- 
tained a  condition  of  re-entry  for  non-payment  of  the  rent 
reserved  by  the  spsce  of  twenty-one  days/^  and  a  lease  was 
granted,  with  a  proviso  for  re-entay  in  caae  the  rent  should  be 
unpaid  by  the  space  of  twenty  days^  &c.^  being  lawfully  de- 
manded^ and  no  sufficient  distress  could  be  found  upon  the 
premises ;  it  was  held  that  the  proviso  was  not  in  conformity 
with  the  power. 

Here,  however,  it  is  observable,  that  the  execution  of  the 
power  differed  in  three  particulars  from  the  terms  of  the 
power  itself;  1st,  in  the  circumstance  of  the  twenty-one  days 
prescribed  by  it  being  reduced  to  twenty;  though  this  circum- 
stance was  not  noticed  either  by  the  court  or  counsel ;  2ndly, 
in  the  requisition  of  a  demand  of  rent;  and  Srdly,  in  the  quali- 
fication respecting  the  distress.  As  the  point  came  before  the 
court  on  a  case  directed  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  the  reasons 
of  the  decision  are  not  given.  It  is,  therefore,  impossible  to  say 
what  weight  was  attached  to  the  first  two  drcumstanoes ;  but 
Lord  EUenborough  evidently  thought  that  the  lease  would 
have  been  void  on  the  last  groimd ;  for,  during  the  argument, 
his  lordship  said,  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  it  was 
more  beneficial  to  the  owner  of  the  estate  to  have  a  power  of 
re-entry  at  once,  upon  the  tenant  upon  non-payment  of  the 
rent  witMn  a  certain  time,  than  to  have  such  a  power  only  in 
case  there  should  be  no  sufficient  distress  upon  the  premises 
from  time  to  time  as  the  rent  should  fall  in  arrear ;  and  that 
the  rent,  in  the  one  case,  was  to  be  secured  from  time  to 
time  by  successive  suits,  with  the  risk  of  sureties  if  the  dis- 
tress should  be  replevied,  while  in  the  other,  it  was  secured 


{k)  Coxe  V.Day,  13 East,  118.    See  and  Graham,  B.,Baid  that  Hotley  v. 

also  Doe  dem.  Vaughan  v.  Meyler,  2  Scott  and  Coxe  v.  Day  were  directly 

Man.  &  Selw.  276.    In  the  caae  of  Doe  at  variance,  7  Pri.  343-4.  375.  466. 

dem.  Jersey  v.  Smith,  next  noticed,  484.  508. 


Lord  Eldon,  L.  C.  J.,  Dallas,  C.  P., 
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once  for  all  by  the  landlord's  repossessing  himself  of  the  land 
out  of  which  the  rent  was  derived.  It  is^  moreover,  observable 
that  the  case  of  Hotley  v.  Scott  was  not  referred  to. 

In  this  state  of  the  authorities  arose  the  great  case  of  Doe 
dem.  Earl  of  Jersey  v.  Smith,  the  particulars  of  which  have 
already  been  very  fully  set  out.  On  reference  (/),  it  will  be 
seen,  that  it  was  one  of  the  terms  of  the  power  of  leasing,  that 
"  there  should  be  contained  in  every  such  lease  a  power  of 
re-entry  for  non-payment  of  the  rent  thereby  to  be  reserved," 
and  that  the  lease  in  dispute  contained  a  proviso  for  re-entry 
if  the  rent  should  be  unpaid  by  the  space  of  fifteen  days  after 
the  same  ought  to  be  paid,  '^  and  no  sufficient  distress  or  dis- 
tresses could  be  had  upon  the  premises  whereby  the  same 
might  be  fully  paid.''  The  lease  was  objected  to  on  the 
ground  of  the  clause  of  re-entry  being  a  departure  from  the 
power,  not  only,  as  we  have  seen  {m),  because  the  lessee  was 
allowed  fifteen  days'  indulgence  for  payment  of  his  rent;  but 
on  account  also  of  the  right  of  re-entry  being  made  dependent 
on  the  insufficiency  of  distress.  The  judges  were  divided  in 
opinion  upon  this  point,  as  upon  the  point  of  indulgence; 
but  as  much  of  the  general  reasoning  upon  the  latter,  already 
noticed,  is  applicable  to  the  former,  it  will  not  be  necessary 
to  repeat  it.  On  the  one  hand,  the  power  was  held  to  have 
been  badly  exercised,  as  the  qualification  of  the  distress  was 
a  clog  or  impediment  prejudicial  to  the  inheritance;  and 
the  case  of  Rees  t;.  King  (n),  where  a  person  was  nonsuited 
in  an  ejectment  on  account  of  his  omission  to  search  every 
part  of  the  demised  premises  for  distrainable  property,  was 
urged  as  a  practical  exhibition  of  the  prejudice  the  reversioner 
might  sustain  (o) ;  and  the  cases  of  Coxe  r.  Day  ( /?),  and  Doe 
dem.  Yaughan  t;.  Meyler  {q),  were  said  to  be  precisely  in 


(0  Ante,  pp.  497.  499.  (p)  Ante,  p.  507.     Park,  J.,  said 

(m)  Ante,  p.  501.  that  Coxe  v.  Day,  and  the  decision  of 

(»)  Rees  dem.  Powell  v.  King,  For.  the  K.  B.  in  Doe  denL  Jersey  v.  Smith, 

19.  were  irreconcilable ;  7  Pri.  436. 

(o)  7  Pri.  308.  310.  314.  380.  422.  {q)  Ante,  p.  494. 

493. 
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point  (r).  On  the  other  hand^  the  restraint  as  to  the  distress 
was  considered  reasonable^  because  the  right  of  re-entry  was 
reserved  only  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  rent^  and  the 
statute  of  4  Geo.  2  {s)  had,  previously  to  the  lease  in  question 
being  made,  deemed  it  reasonable  that  lessors,  where  they 
had  a  power  of  re-entry  for  obtaining  payment  of  the  rent, 
should  not  enter  whilst  there  was  a  sufficient  distress  on  the 
premises  (t).  And  they  ridiculed  the  idea  of  there  not  being 
a  sufficient  distress  to  satisfy  a  rent  of  21.  a  year  (ti).  And 
Coxe  V,  Day  was  said  to  be  distinguishable  from  the  principal 
case,  on  the  ground  of  the  re-entry  in  the  former  being  for 
non-payment  of  the  rent  reserved  by  the  space  of  twenty-one 
days;  so  that  from  the  specification  in  the  power  of  a  particular 
mode,  it  might  perhaps  be  inferred  that  no  other  qualification 
would  be  warranted;  but  that  in  the  principal  case  there  was 
no  condition  specified,  nor  time  limited  {x). 

Judgment  was  ultimately  given  in  the  House  of  Lords  in 
favor  of  the  lease. 

It  would  seem  that  the  addition  of  a  power  of  distraining, 
though  not  reqidred  by  the  power,  would  not  prejudice  the 
lease.  This  was  the  third  objection  raised  in  the  case  of  Doe 
V.  Wilson  (y).  The  donee  of  the  power  made  a  lease  which 
contained  a  provision,  that  if  the  said  yearly  rent  should  not 
be  paid  at  the  days  and  times  appointed  for  payment,  or  if 
the  said  amerciaments,  pains,  fines,  and  penalties,  nomine 
poense,  after  reasonable  demand  in  that  respect  made,  should 
not  be  paid  and  satisfied,  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  indenture,  then  it  should  be  lawfrd  for  the 
said  earl,  [the  lessor,]  his  heirs  and  assigns,  into  the  said 
demised  premises  to  re-enter,  and  distrain,  and  the  distress 
and  distresses  to  take,  lead,  drive,  and  carry  away,  detain. 


(r)  7  Pri.  310.  315.  365.  378.  384.  J.,  considered  that  Coxe  v.  Day  had 

410.  435-6-7.  493.  nothing  to  do  with  the  question ;  but 

(«)  4  Geo.  2.  c  28.  that  Hotley  v.  Scott  expressly  decided 

(0  7  Pri.  324-5.  339.  392.  450. 465.  the  point. 
479.  500.  521 .  (y)  Doe  dem.  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  v. 

(«)  7  Pri.  304.  341.  450.  Wilson,  5   Bam.   &   Aid.   863;   and 

(x)  7  Pri.  335. 395. 467. 503-4.  Best,  ante,  p.  506. 
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and  keep^  until  they  or  some  of  them  be  fully  satisfied^  con- 
tented, and  paid.  It  appeared  that  a  similar  clause  had  been 
introduced  into  former  leases.  An  objection  was  taken  that 
it  took  away  the  right  of  the  party  to  distrain  previously  to 
the  demand  of  rent ;  and  also,  that  when  he  had  distrained, 
it  took  away  the  power  of  selling  under  the  statute  {z).  This, 
however,  the  court  denied,  and  held  the  lease  to  be  in  this 
respect  a  valid  execution  of  the  power ;  for,  independently  of 
the  clause,  the  landlord  had  a  power  to  distrain,  and  a  power 
to  sell  under  the  distress;  and  that  he  was  not  abridged  by  it 
of  any  remedy  for  the  recovery  of  his  rent  which  he  would 
otherwise  have  had;  it  being  a  rule  of  construction,  that 
where  a  clause  is  introduced  into  a  deed  or  into  an  act  of 
parliament  in  order  to  confer  a  benefit,  it  is  not  to  be  con- 
strued so  as  to  work  a  prejudice,  or,  in  other  words,  that 
where  the  intention  of  the  clause  is  to  give  a  further  right,  it 
is  not  to  be  construed  so  as  to  take  away  any  other  right 
existing  without  it. 

In  a  late  case  (a),  a  power  was  given  to  a  tenant  for  life  to 
lease  such  parts  of  certain  premises  as  had  been  anciently 
demised, ''  so  as  the  ancient  and  accustomed  yearly  rent  and 
reservations  were  reserved,  every  such  lease  being  made  and 
granted  in  the  same  manner  and  form,  and  with  and  under 
such  and  the  like  reservations,  restrictions,  covenants,  condi- 
tions, and  agreements,  as  were  usually  and  customarily  con- 
tained in  leases  of  the  same  kind,  in  the  several  and  respective 
parishes  and  places  where  the  same  premises  were  situated/' 
In  the  lease  of  the  property  immediately  preceding  the  one  in 
controversy,  there  was  a  right  of  re-entry  in  case  the  rent 
should  be  behind  for  a  certain  number  of  days,  and  no  suffi- 
cient overt  distress  could  be  found  upon  the  premises,  or  some 
part  thereof,  whereby  to  levy  the  same,  while  in  the  lease  in 
question  the  word  overt  was  omitted.  But  it  was  held,  that 
the  omission  did  not  constitute  a  valid  ground  of  objection ; 

(2)  2  W.  &  M.  0688.  1.  c.  5.  B.  2.  AdoL  &  £U.  705.  742;  S.  C.  4  Nev.  & 

(a)  Doe  dem.  Douglas  v.  Lock,  2      Man.  807. 
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for  80  many  opinions  might  be  formed  about  the  extent  of 
the  meaning  of  the  word^  that  no  legal  meaning  conld  be 
attributed  to  it. 

It  seems  also^  that  a  qualification  of  the  right  of  re-entry  on 
non-payment  of  rent^  by  a  condition  of  the  same  beinff  taivjully 
demanded^  will  not  defeat  a  lease^  though  the  power  require^ 
in  general  terms^  a  proviso  for  re-entry  on  nonpayment  of  rent. 

A  qualification  of  this  kind^  though  not  expressly  authorised 
by  the  power^  was  contained  in  the  lease  in  the  case  of  Coxe 
V,  Day  {b) ;  but  it  is  not  known  what  influence  that  circum- 
stance had  with  the  courts  as  the  judges  merely  certified  their 
opinion  that  the  lease  was  not  made  in  conformity  with  the 
power.  Indeed^  it  does  not  appear  that  the  point  was  raised 
in  argument. 

But  it  underwent  full  discussion  in  the  later  case  of  Doe 
«?.  WiUon  {c),  where  there  was  a  power  of  leasing  at  the 
usual  and  accustomed  yearly  rents^  boons^  and  services^  '^  so 
as  in  every  such  lease  there  be  contained  a  condition  of  re- 
entry for  nonpayment  of  the  said  rent^  &c.;'^  and  a  lease  was 
made  with  a  proviso  for  re-entry  in  case  the  said  rent  should 
be  unpaid  by  the  space  of  twenty-eight  days  next  after  any 
or  either  of  the  respective  feast-days  and  times  whereon  the 
same  ought  to  be  paid^  being  lawfidly  demanded.  It  appeared 
that  a  similar  clause,  with  the  words  being  lawfidly  demanded, 
was  contained  in  a  former  lease  of  1708.  The  court  deter- 
mined that  the  power  was  weU  exercised ;  and  that,  notwith- 
standing those  words,  the  landlord  had  a  right  to  the  benefit  of 
the  statute  of  4  Geo.  2.  c.  28  {d),  and  might  re-enter.  ''  By  the 
common  law,"  said  Abbott,  C.  J.,  "  the  landlord  never  could 
re-enter  without  making  a  demand.  Every  clause  of  re-entry, 
therefore,  contained  the  words  lawfully  demanded,  in  e£Pect, 
though  not  in  terms;  and,  therefore,  in  the  lease  of  1708, 
those  words  were  quite  nugatory.    They  were  probably  copied 

(&)  Coxe  V.Day,  13 East,  118; ante,  Doe  dem.  Scholefield  v.  Alexander,  2 

p.  507.  Mau.  &  Selw.  625. 

(c)  Doe  dem.  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  «.  (d)  4  Geo.  2.  c.  28. 
Wilson,  5  Bam.  &  Aid.  363.    See  also 
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inadverteiitly  into  the  subsequent  leases^  without  considering 
their  effect.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  such  a  proviso  for  re-entry, 
which  was  originally  introduced  for  the  benefit  of  the  land- 
lord, ought  not  to  be  construed,  in  consequence  of  the  intro- 
duction  of  those  words,  (which  were  nugatory  in  the  former 
leases,)  to  deprive  the  landlord  of  the  benefit  intended  to  be 
conferred  upon  him  by  the  statute  4  G^.  2.  c.  28.  The  case 
might  have  been  otherwise  if  the  lease  had  contained  an 
express  covenant  that  he  would  not  re-enter  without  demand, 
or  that,  having  entered,  he  would  not  sell "  (e). 

Where  a  tenant  for  life  with  power  to  make  leases  of  any 
lands  usually  let  at  any  time  before,  in  possession,  for  three 
lives,  or  any  number  of  years  determinable  on  three  lives, 
reserving  the  rents  then  yielded,  so  long  as  the  lessees, 
their  executors  and  assigns,  should  duly  pay  the  rents,  and 
perform  the  conditions,  according  to  the  true  meaning  of 
their  indentures  of  lease,  made  several  leases  for  years  deter- 
minable on  three  lives,  and  so  long  as  the  lessees,  &c.,  using 
the  exact  words  of  the  power,  rendering  the  same  several 
rents  that  were  reserved,  12  Jac.,  payable  at  Michaelmas  and 
Lady-day,  it  was  held,  that  the  limitation  in  the  leases  deter- 
mined them  on  nonpayment  of  the  rent  without  a  demand; 
for  quamdiu,  dum,  dummodo,  were  words  of  limitation,  and 
distinguishable  firom  a  condition  where  a  demand  was  neces- 
sary before  a  right  of  re-entry  could  be  enforced  (/). 

In  Doe  d.  BUgh  v.  Colman  {g),  the  question  was  simply 
one  of  construction,  and  unaffected  by  any  other  decision. 
A  power  was  given  by  will  to  a  devisee  for  life  to  lease  the 
premises  in  manner  following :  viz. — such  parts  of  the  said 
premises  as  had  been  usually  granted  or  demised  and  were 
then  in  lease  for  any  term  of  years  determinable  upon  lives, 
to  any  persons,  for  the  like  terms,  and  in  like  manner,  and 
under  the  like  rents,  services,  and  conditions,  as  the  same 

(e)  5  Barn.  &  Aid.  385.  BaltinglMB,  Finch,  275. 

(/)  Tnstian  dem.  Gore  v.  Roper,  T.  (g)  Doe  dem.  Bli^  v,  Colnuuiy  I 

Jo.  27;  S.  C,  nom.  Tristram  v.  Roper,  Bing.  28;  S.  C.  7  J.  B.  Mo.  271. 
Vaiigh.28;  S.C.  Temple  v.  Viseounteas 


Ch.  I.  s.  IV.J  WHO  lessors: DONEES  OP  POWER.  513 

had  been  usually  granted;  and  the  residue  of  the  same  pre- 
mises^ unto  any  persons  for  any  term  of  years  not  exceeding 
twenty-one  years  in  possession^  at  the  best  and  most  improved 
rent  that  could  be  reasonably  gotten  for  the  same^  so  as  that 
no  9uch  demise  or  lease  should  be  made  dispunishable  of 
waste^  nor  without  a  condition  of  re-entry  on  nonpayment  of 
the  rents  or  services  thereby  reserved.  When  the  will  was 
made^  the  premises  were  in  lease  under  an  indenture^  dated 
in  1750,  in  consideration  of  a  sum  paid  in  hand,  a  yearly  rent 
of  16s.  8d.y  and  40«.  for  a  heriot  on  the  death  of  each  cestui 
que  vie.  On  the  expiration  of  which,  the  devisee,  in  1815, 
demised  the  premises  in  question  to  the  defendant.  With 
the  exception  of  the  names  of  the  parties  and  cestuis  que  vie, 
and  the  amount  of  the  sum  paid  in  hand,  the  lease  of  1815 
was  the  same  as  the  lease  of  1750,  neither  of  them  containing 
any  clause  o£  re-entry  for  nonpayment  of  the  heriot-service. 
It  was  argued  that  the  vord  such,  which  immediately  followed 
the  specification  of  the  two  classes,  and  of  the  terms  under 
which  each  should  be  disposed  of,  necessarily  referred  to 
demises  of  both  the  classes  of  land,  and  that  the  conditions 
which  followed  that  word  were  equally  imposed  on  demises  of 
each;  and,  therefore,  that  the  lease  of  1815  was  void,  not 
being  conformable  to  that  clause  of  the  power  which  required 
a  re-entry  for  non-payment  of  40«.  in  lieu  of  a  heriot.  But 
the  court  were  of  opinion,  that  the  word  such  applied  only  to 
leases  of  the  land  last  described;  for  if  a  power  of  re-entry 
for  non-payment  of  the  40«.  in  lieu  of  a  heriot  had  been  in- 
serted in  leases  of  the  land  first  described,  that  land  would 
not  in  such  case  be  let  as  the  testator  required  it  should  be, 
for  the  like  terms,  in  like  manner,  and  under  the  like  rents, 
services,  and  conditions  as  it  had  been  usually  granted. 

8.  As  to  the  execution  of  a  counterpart  by  the  lessee,  with 
a  covenant  for  payment  of  rent,  &c. 

In  almost  all  cases  the  power  requires  that  the  lessee  shall 
execute  a  counterpart  of  the  lease,  the  object  of  which  is  to 
fiimish  the  lessor  with  the  ready  means  of  asserting  and 

VOL.  I.  L  L 
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enforcing  his  rights,  by  placing  in  bi«  hands  the  evidence  of 
the  lessee's  liability. 

With  a  view  to  the  lessee's  security,  and  to  satisfy  partiaa 
claiming  nnder  him  that  the  power  has  been  complied  with 
in  this  particular,  a  memorandum  that  a  counterpart  has  been 
executed,  should  be  indorsed  on  the  original  lease;  such 
memorandum  being  signed  by  the  lessor,  and  attested  by  the 
witnesses  attesting  the  execution  of  the  lease.  In  some  aeta 
of  parliament  empowering  the  grants  of  leases,  and  requiring 
counterparts,  the  receipt  in  writing  of  the  lessor  of  the  coun- 
terpart, signed  by  him^  and  indorsed  on  the  lease,  is  made 
evidence  of  the  execution  of  the  counterpart  {h). 

The  execution  of  the  counterpart  need  not  be  contempo- 
raneous with  the  lease  (t). 

9.  As  to  the  exemption  from  punishment  for  waste. 

It  is  a  common  practice  for  the  power  to  provide  that  the 
lessee  shall  not  be  made  dispunishable  for  waste* 

Where  a  power  of  leasing  contained  a  restriction  that  there 
should  not  be  contained  in  the  lease  a  clause  whereby  any 
power  or  authority  should  be  given  to  any  leasee  to  comniit 
waste,  or  whereby  any  lessee  should  be  exempted  from  puniak* 
ment  for  committing  waste,  a  lease,  comprising  a  covenant  by 
the  lessor  to  repair  the  mansion  house,  and  a  provision  that  in 
case  of  repairs  being  wanted  on  the  roof,  if  the  lessor,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  should  not  repair  the  same  within  three  calendar 
months  after  notice  in  writing  of  the  defect,  it  should  be 
lawful  for  the  lessee,  his  executors,  &c.,  to  repair  the  same, 
and  deduct  the  charges  out  of  the  rent  reserved,  was  held  not 
to  be  in  violation  of  the  power;  for  in  fact  no  authority  waa 
givem  to  the  lessee  to  commit  waste,  nor  was  he  exempted  fron 
punishment  for  committing  waste,  nor  waa  there  anything  in 
the  power  to  show  that  the  burthen  of  rqpairing  might  not 
be  cast  on  the  landlord  {k). 

So,  where  a  power  of  leasing  provided  that  no  danse  should 


(4)  See  5  Viet.  sees.  2.  c  27.  a.  3.      EIL  40S. 
Ante,  p.  268.  (k)  Doe  dem.  Bromley  «.  Bettisoii, 

(0  Fryer  v.  Coombs,   11  Adol.  &       12  East,  805. 
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be  contfuned  in  any  of  the  leases  grving  power  to  the  lessee  to 
commit  waste^  or  exempting  him  from  punishment  for  com- 
mitting  the  same,  a  lease  made  in  pursuance  of  it  was  held 
not  to  be  impeachable  because  it  authorised  the  lessee  to  take 
down  certain  outbuildings^  part  of  the  demised  premises^  with 
a  stipulation  that  the  materiab  should  be  used  in  the  erection 
of  a  new  house,  which  the  lessee  covenanted  to  build  upon  the 
premises  (Q. 

According  to  Sir  Edward  Sugden,  C,  a  general  power  of 
leasing  for  any  term,  and  witiiout  any  words  of  restriction, 
will  authorise  a  lease  with  a  power  to  commit  waste  (m). 

10.  As  to  other  oorenants  and  conditions  required  by  the 
power. 

In  the  ordinary  form  of  a  power  of  leasing,  the  several 
particular  covenants  to  be  entered  into  by  the  lessee  are  not 
refenred  to;  though  it  is  usual  to  require  that  he  shall  execute 
a  counterpart  oi  the  lease  and  thereby  covenant  for  the  due 
payment  of  the  rent  to  be  reserved.  Sometimes,  however, 
the  power  requires  the  insertion  of  aU  usual  and  reasonable 
covenants ;  or  of  the  same  covenants  as  are  contained  in  pre- 
vious leases  of  the  same  lands;  or  of  siich  covenants  as  are 
usual  in  the  part  of  the  country  where  the  lands  are  situate ; 
but  in  a  large  nugority  of  cases  the  power  makes  no  mention 
of  the  covenants. 

If  the  power  prescribe  that  the  lease  shall  contain  usual 
and  reasonable  covenants,  the  insertion  of  a  covenant  on  the 
part  of  the  lessor  to  repair  or  rebuild  in  case  of  damage  by 
stonns,  lightning,  &c.,  find  in  default,  that  the  lessee  may 
quit  the  premises,  and  be  discharged  from  the  payment  of 
rent,  will  vitiate  the  lease,  as  being  an  unusual  and  unheard 
of  covenant.  The  covenant  cannot  be  rejected;  but  the  lease 
itself  will  be  absolutely  void  (n).  Nor  will  equity  afford 
relief  (o). 

(0  Doe   dem.  Lord   Egremont  v.  Term  Rep.  705;  S.  C.  3  Swaoat  $85; 

Ste^eni,  6  Q.  B.  208.  cited,  1  Swanst  353,  n. 

(m)  MoBkerry  v,  Chinnery,  Uoyd  &  (o)  Medwin  v,  Sandham,  3  Swanst 

Goo.  ten^.  Sugd.  C.  185.  228.  685. 
'                          (n)  Doe  dem.  EQis  v.  Sandham,  1 

L  L  2 
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Where  usual  and  reasonable  covenants  are  directed  to  be 
inserted^  in  order  to  ascertain  what  covenants  £edl  within 
those  terms^  the  general  rule  is  to  take  as  a  guide  the  lease 
in  existence  at  the  time  of  the  creation  of  the  power:  if 
that  be  lost^  the  one  preceding  maj  be  resorted  to  with  the 
same  view(p). 

If  the  power  authorise  the  letting  of  certain  premiBes,  for 
such  term  and  terms^  and  under  such  rents^  covenants^  and 
agreements^  as  are  agreed  on  b j  a  certain  instrument  referred 
to^  the  omission  of  any  of  the  covenants^  particularly  if  in 
their  nature  they  tend  to  the  preservation^  good  management^ 
and  improvement  of  the  premises^  will  be  a  valid  objection  to 
the  lease  (^). 

Under  a  power  of  leasing^  so  as  there  should  be  inserted  in 
every  such  lease  such  conditions^  covenants^  and  restrictions, 
as  were  generally  inserted  in  leases  according  to  the  usage  of 
the  country  where  the  premises  were  situate,  the  donee  granted 
a  lease  for  twenty-one  years,  and,  in  consideration  of  1000/L 
expended  by  the  lessee  on  the  property,  covenanted  at  all 
times  during  his  (the  lessor's)  life,  to  renew  for  twenty-one 
years,  at  the  same  rent,  and  under  the  same  covenants,  Sec 
This  was  found  to  be  a  usual  covenant  according  to  the  custom 
of  the  country.  But  it  was  contended  that  it  avoided  the 
lease,  because  it  operated  indirectly  upon  the  interest  of  the 
remainder-man,  though  it  only  bound  the  tenant  for  life 
directly,  as  having  a  tendency  to  induce  the  lessor  to  run  the 
question  on  the  quantum  of  rent  reserved  very  closely ;  for  if 
he  renewed  at  the  end  of  twenty  years  firom  the  first  granting 
of  the  lease,  the  remainder-man  might  have  a  lease  fixed  on 
him  for  twenty-one  years  firom  that  time,  reserving  less  than 
the  best  rent  that  could  have  been  reserved;  but  the  answer 
of  the  court  was,  that,  if  the  fact  were  so,  the  lease  would  be 
void,  and  the  remainder-man  might  bring  an  ejectment  (r). 

(p)  Doe  dem.  Lord  Egremont  v.  Reg.  Lib.  1754.  fol.  406. 
Stephens,  6  Q.  B.  208.  (r)  Doe  dem.  Bromley  v.  BettieoD, 

(q)  Earl  of  Cardigan  v,  Montagu,  12  East,  305.    A  covenant  to  renew  is 

Sngd.  Pow.  6th  ed..  Appendix,  No.  14,  a  clause  usually  inserted  in  leases  in 

p.  600.  602-3, 4th,  7th,  and  8th  points.  Nottingham.    Ibid. 
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If  the  power  of  leasing  contain  a  proviso  requiring  the  in- 
sertion of  such  covenants  as  are  usually  inserted  in  leases  in* 
the  country  where  the  lands  lie,  a  lease  made  with  a  proviso 
in  the  very  words  of  the  power,  will  not  be  good;  nor  can  it 
be  aided  by  any  special  verdict,  finding  the  covenants  usual  (a). 

Where  the  power  is  silent  with  regard  to  the  covenants  to 
be  introduced  into  the  lease,  it  seems,  that  if,  upon  the  whole, 
the  burthen  taken  upon  himself  by  the  lessor  is  counter- 
balanced by  new  stipulations  in  his  favor  entered  into  by  the 
tenant,  a  variation  from  the  covenants  contained  in  former 
leases  will  not  vitiate  the  exercise  of  the  power  (t),  . 

Although  the  power  do  not  in  words  require  that  the  lease 
shall  contain  any  covenants,  yet  the  absence  of  a  covenant  for 
payment  of  rent  will  defeat  it,  as  the  rent  under  a  mere  reser- 
vation is  not  payable  till  entry,  and,  therefore,  in  fact  may 
never  be  payable  during  the  term ;  or  the  lease  may  be  as- 
signed to  a  succession  of  beggars,  and,  thus,  the  only  remedy 
may  be  against  the  land,  which  may  not  contain  the  means 
of  satisfying  a  distress  {u). 

Where  a  lease  for  lives  was  made  by  a  tenant  for  life  under 
a  power,  and  after  the  decease  of  the  cestuis  que  vie,  and  of 
the  lessor,  the  remainder-man,  by  a  deed  poll,  executed  by  him 
and  the  lessee  also,  and  affixed  by  sealing  wax  to  the  original 
lease,  renewed  the  annexed  indenture  for  a  new  term,  subject, 
however,  to  the  payment  of  100/.  yearly,  and  subject  to  the 
covenants  in  the  lease  mentioned,  and  the  lessor  covenanted 
that  the  lessee,  paying  the  reserved  rent,  and  performing  the 
covenants  herein  contained,  should  peaceably  enjoy,  it  was 
held,  that  these  words  did  not  constitute  a  covenant  by  the 
lessee  with  the  lessor  in  the  second  lease  for  payment  of 
rent  {x) . 

(f)  Orby  V.  Mohan,  Gilb.  £q.  Rep.  Ale.  &  Nap.  359.    And  see  Bomett  v. 

60;  S.  C.  ut  ante,  p.  492.  n.  (m).  Lynch,  5  Barn.  &  Cres.  589;  S.  C.  8 

(f)  Goodtitle  dem.  Clarges  v,  Funu-  Dow.  &  Ry.  368;  and  Steward  v,  Wol* 

can,  2  Dongl.  565.  veridge,  9  Bing.  60;  S.  C.  2  Mo.  &  Sc. 

(tt)  Nugent  dem.  Atkins  v,  Sealy,  75;  S.  C.  Wolveridge  v.  Steward,  in 

Ale.  &  Nap.  359.    Taylor  dem.  Aikyns  error,  3  Mo.  &  Sc.  561 ;  S.  G.  1  Crompt. 

V.  Horde,  1  Burr.  60.  125.  &  Mees.  644;  3  Tyrw.  637. 

(x)  Nngent  dem.  Atkins  v.  Sealy, 
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A.  B.^  being  invested  b j  an  act  of  parliament  with  a  power 
of  granting  building  leases,  granted  a  lease,  professed  to  be 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  power,  but  the  only  covenant  that 
in  the  least  related  to  rebuilding  was  one : — ^'^that  the  lessee 
should,  at  his  own  charges,  during  the  term,  repair,  uphold, 
maintain,  and  keep,  the  messuages  and  premises  demised,  or 
such  other  messuage  or  buildings  as  should  during  the  term 
be  built  on  the  premises,  in  by  and  with  all  and  aU  matnner  of 
needful  and  necessary  reparations  and  amendments,  when  and 
so  often  as  need  should  be  and  require,  and  should  leave  them 
so  at  the  end  of  the  term/'  and  it  was  hdid,  that  this  could  not 
be  considered  a  building  lease  within  the  meaning  of  the  act, 
no  power  being  given  to  the  lessee  to  pull  down  and  rebuild 
any  part  of  the  premises,  nor  any  obligation  to  do  so,  nor  any 
covenant  for  that  purpose,  being  contained  in  the  lease;  ihst 
the  covenant  to  repair  and  uphold  could  not  imply  a  covenant 
to  build  (y) ;  and,  further,  that  the  fiftct  of  the  lessee  having 
voluntarily  built  on  the  premises  would  not  give  validity  to 
the  lease,  the  rule  of  law  being,  quod  initio  non  vakt  iractu 
temporis  nonpote$i  convaleacere  {z). 

And  a  similar  point  occurred  in  a  later  case  (a).  A  tenant 
for  life  had  a  power  of  leasing  all  or  any  part  of  the  messuage 
and  premises  in  question,  for  the  purpose  q£  new  building,  or 
effectually  rebuilding  and  repairing  any  messuage,  houses, 
outhouses,  edifices,  or  buildings,  then  standing  or  being;  or 
thereafter  to  stand  and  be,  upon  any  of  the  said  horedita* 
ments  and  premises,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  sixty-one 
years,  at  the  best  rent,  without  fine :  And  he  was  also  em- 
powered, for  any  other  reasonable  purpose,  to  demise  the 
premises  for  any  term  not  exceeding  twenty-one  years,  to 
take  effect  in  possession,  at  rack  rents,  so  that  the  leases 
should  contain  such  covenants,  clauses,  and  restrictions,  as 
were  usual  in  leases  of  houses  at  rack  rents  in  London.  The 
will  also  contained  a  clause,  that  if  any  person  taking  a  life 

(y)  Jones  dem.  Cowper  v,  Verney,  (z)  Ibid. 

Willes,  169.    Moleswortfa  v,  Howard,  (a)  Doe  dem.  Dymoke  v.  Withen, 

2  Col.  v.  C.  145.  2  Barn.  &  Add.  896. 
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estate  shotdd  not  keep  the  estates  in  good  repair^  a  trustee 
might  enter^  and  apply  the  rents  and  profits  in  putting  them 
in  repair.  Under  this  power^  the  tenant  for  life^  in  consider- 
ation of  the  great  charge  which  the  lessee  would  be  at  in 
effectuallj  repairing  the  messuage^  tenement^  and  premises^ 
and  also  of  the  rent  reserved,  and  of  the  covenants^  condi- 
tions^ and  agreements^  on  the  lessee^s  part,  demised  the  pre- 
mises for  sixty-one  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  27/.;  and  the 
lessee  covenanted  to  expend  £50/.  at  least  for  the  purpose  of 
effectually  repairing  the  premises,  and  putting  them  into  com- 
plete and  substantial  repair,  and  when  the  said  premises 
should  be  well  and  effectually  repaired,  at  all  times  during 
the  term  as  often  as  need  should  be  well  and  effectually  to 
repair  and  uphold  the  premises,  and  all  buildings  &c.  to  be 
erected  thereon :  It  was  also  provided,  that  the  lessee  might 
determine  the  lease  at  the  end  of  thirty-one  years,  giving 
notice,  and  performing  all  the  covenants.  There  was  no 
express  covenant  on  the  part  of  the  lessee  to  new  build  or 
repair  any  part  of  the  premises.  The  value  of  the  premises 
at  a  rack  rent  (exclusive  of  land-tax  and  sewer's-rate)  was 
100/.  a  year.  It  was  held,  that  the  lease  was  not  warranted 
by  the  power,  as  the  covenant  to  lay  out  250/.  at  least  in 
effectually  repairing  the  premises,  was  not  equivalent  to  a 
covenant,  which  the  lease  should  have  contained,  effectually 
to  rebuild  and  repair ;  and  this  construction  was  said  by  Mr. 
Justice  Taunton  to  be  strengthened  by  the  terms  of  the  other 
power;  for  if  the  testator  meant  to  require  nothing  more  than 
the  common  covenant  to  repair  usually  inserted  in  leases  of 
houses  in  London,  there  was  no  difference  as  to  the  extent  of 
obligation  imposed  between  the  power  to  demise  for  sixty-one, 
and  that  for  twenty-one  years. 

11.  As  to  the  effect  of  the  execution  of  the  power. 

When  a  power  of  leasing  is  exercised,  the  instrument  con- 
ferring the  estate  operates  as  an  appointment  of  a  use  in  favor 
of  the  lessee,  or  rather  appointee,  which  is  served  out  of  the 
seisin  of  the  feoffees,  releasees,  or  devisees,  to  uses  under  the 
settlement  or  will  creating  the  power,  and  is  invested  with  the 
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properties  of  a  legal  estate  by  the  statute  of  uses  {b).  The 
lessee^  or  appointee^  is  then  supposed  to  derive  his  estate  firtnn 
the  donor^  and  not  the  donee^  of.  the  power  (c).  And  when 
we  find  it  said  that  the  estate  of  the  lessee  in  such  a  case  is 
derived  out  of  the  estate  of  tenant  for  life^  for  such  period  of 
the  term  as  he  may  happen  to  live  {d),  it  would  probably  be 
more  correct  to  say  that  it  operates  upon  that  estate^  than  to 
say  that  it  is  derived  out  of  it^  even  during  that  period  (e). 

It  may  be  stated  as  a  general  rule^  that  the  estate  of  the 
lessee  or  appointee  supersedes  all  the  limitations  in  the  instru- 
ment creating  the  power^  and  places  him  in  the  same  situation 
as  if  his  term  had  been  the  first  originatty  limited  by  it.  Thus, 
where  lands  were  limited  to  Sir  J.  F.  for  life,  and  then  to  trus- 
tees for  ninety-nine  years  if  A.  B.  should  so  long  live,  upon 
such  trusts,  &c.,  as  Sir  J.  F.  should  direct,  with  remainders 
over,  with  power  to  him  to  make  leases,  and  Sir  J.  F.  afterwards 
declared  the  trusts  of  the  term,  and  then  exercised  his  power 
of  leasing,  it  was  objected  that  as  he  had  declared  the  trusts 
of  the  term  for  payment  of  his  debts,  the  estate  was  bound  by 
it,  and  he  could  not  afterwards  execute  his  power  of  leasing ; 
but  it  was  held,  that  the  term  was  originally  subject  to  the 
power,  being  contained  in  the  same  deed;  and  that,  on  the 
exercise  of  it,  the  lease  was  precedent  to  the  term,  and  oon- 
troUedit(/). 

So,  where  an  estate  was  settled  to  the  use  of  I.  S.  for  fifteen 
years,  and  after  to  the  use  of  the  settlor  for  life,  with  a  power 
of  leasing,  it  was  contended  that  the  power  could  not  be  exer- 
cised till  the  expiration  of  the  fifteen  years ;  but  it  was  held, 
that  the  power  issued  out  of  the  whole  estate,  and  was  imme- 
diately exerdseable,  and  that  the  term  of  fifteen  years  was 
presently  subject  to  it ;  but  that  I.  S.  should  have  for  the 


(ft)  27  Hen.  8.  c  10.  Bridgm.  by  Bann.  115. 

(c)  Whitlock'8  case,  8   Co.  69,  b.  (e)  Long  v.  Rankin^  Sugd.  Pow., 

719a.  Appendix,  No.  2,  6ih  ed.  yoI.  2,  p.  539. 

id)  See  Berry  r.  White,  O.  Bridgm.  546,  per  Abbott,  L.  C.  J. 

by  Baun.  91.    Grange  r.  Tiving,  O.  (/)  Talbot «.  Tipper,  Skin,  427. 
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remamder  of  the  fifteen  years  the  rent  reserved  in  respect  of 
the  lease  granted  under  the  power  (ff). 

In  a  very  recent  case(A)^  certain  premises  were  settled  to 
the  use  of  H.  and  L.  for  1000  years  j  with  remainder  to  the 
use  of  E.  R.  for  life;  with  remainder  to  the  use  of  T.  L.  for 
2000  years^  to  commence  from  E.  B/s  decease^  or  other  sooner 
determination  of  her  estate ;  with  remainder  to  such  uses  as 
M.  B.  should  appoint;  in  default  of  appointment^  to  the  use 
of  M.  B.  for  life ;  with  divers  remainders  over :  And  it  was 
declared  that  the  term  of  1000  years  was  limited  to  H.  and 
L.^  upon  trust,  on  non-payment,  on  the  25th  of  March  then 
next,  of  800/.  and  interest  lent  by  I.  H.  to  M.  B.,  by  sale, 
mortgage,  or  other  disposition  of  the  premises,  at  the  request 
of  I.  H.,  to  levy  and  pay  to  him  the  800/.  and  interest :  And 
as  to  the  term  of  2000  years,  that  it  was  limited  to  T.  L.  upon 
trust  to  levy,  in  the  same  manner,  such  sums  as  E.  B.  should, 
during  her  Ufe,  pay  to  I.  H.  for  interest  on  the  800/.,  and 
also  a  farther  sum  of  600/.,  and  to  pay  the  same  in  manner 
therein  mentioned;  and  upon  further  trust  to  permit  the 
person  next  in  remainder  or  reversion  expectant  on  the  term 
of  1000  years  to  receive  the  residue  of  the  rents  and  profits 
remaining  after  and  not  applied  in  execution  of  the  trust 
declared  of  the  last  mentioned  term ;  with  a  proviso  that  when 
the  trusts  of  the  two  terms  should  have  been  executed,  and 
the  costs  of  the  trustees  paid,  the  two  terms  should  cease : 
And  it  was  declared  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  E.  R.  to 
demise  the  premises  for  any  term  not  exceeding  ten  years 
from  the  date  of  the  indenture  of  settlement,  or  seven  years 
from  the  day  of  her  decease,  to  take  effect  in  possession. 
E.  B.,  by  virtue  of  the  power,  demised  the  premises  to  the 
plaintiff  for  the  term  of  seven  years,  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  of  her  decease,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  150/.;  and  it  was 
determined,  that  the  lease,  being  made  under  a  power,  was 
referable  to  the  instrument  creating  the  power,  and  in  point 

(g)  Fox  V,  Prickwood,  2  Buhtr.  216;      12.    2  Rol  Ab.  260.  pi.  5. 
S.  C.  Gro.  Jac.  347,  numbered  in  fol.  (h)  Rogers  v.  Humphreys,  4  Adol. 

•d.  349,  by  mistoke;  S.C.  Anon.  1  Rol.      &  £11.  299 ;  S.  C.  1  Harr.  &,  Wol.  625. 
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of  law  contemporaneous  with  the  mortgage  in  faror  of  I.  H., 
though  in  £act  not  made  till  nearly  a  year  after  it^  and  bind- 
ing on  the  trostees  of  the  1000  years'  term^  so  that  they 
could  not  disturb  the  lessee  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  land. 

Persons  claiming  in  remainder  under  a  settlement  con- 
ferring a  power  of  leasing  on  the  tenant  for  life^  may^  by 
virtue  of  the  statute  of  82  Hen.  8.  c.  34  {i),  take  advantage,  as 
assigns  of  the  reyersioui  of  the  lessee's  covenant  for  payment 
of  rent^  and  other  covenants  in  their  nature  running  with  the 
land,  though  entered  into  with  the  tenant  for  life,  his  heirs 
and  assigns;  as  the  lease  derives  its  effect  firom  the  donor, 
and  not  the  donee,  of  the  power,  and  the  remainder-man  is, 
in  legal  contemplation,  the  assignee  of  the  person  who,  also  in 
legal  contemplation,  is  the  lessor  (k). 

It  is  no  objection  to  a  lease  under  a  power  that  it  is  in 
trust  for  him  who  executes  the  power,  provided  the  legal 
tenant  be  bound  during  the  term  in  all  requisite  covenants 
and  conditions  (/). 

12.  As  to  the  consequences  of  a  defective  execution  of  the 
power. 

A  lease  inoperative  as  an  exercise  of  a  power  may  some- 
takes  take  effect  out  of  the  estate  of  the  donee. 

If  a  party  having  a  naked  power  only  make  a  lease  not 
warranted  by  it,  the  lease  is  absolutely  void  at  law,  and  not 
merely  voidable  (m) ;  for  the  estate,  depending  solely  for  its 
existence  on  the  due  exercise  of  the  power,  necessarily  fidls 
when  the  provisions  of  the  power  are  not  compUed  with  (n). 


(t)  32  Hen.  8.  c.  34,  **  Conoeming 
gnntees  of  reversioiis  to  take  AdYui- 
tage  of  the  conditions  to  be  performed 
by  the  lessees.** 

(h)  Isherwood  i;.  Oldknow,  3  Man. 
&  Selw.  382,  3rd  point.  Berry  v. 
White,  O.  Bridgm.  by  Bann.  82.  109. 
Whitlock's  ease,  8  Co.  69,  b.  Good- 
title  V.  Funucan,  2  Doug).  565.  572. 
Rogers  v.  Humphreys,  4  AdoL  St  £11. 
299;  S.  C.  1  Har.  &  W<^  625.  Hosier, 
or  Hosier,  V.  Powell,  1  Loiigf.&  Towns. 


2;  S.  C.  3  Irish  Law  Rep.  S95. 

(0  Taylor  dem.  Atkyns*.  Horde^ 
1  Burr.  60. 124.  Wilson  v,  Sewell,  4 
Burr.  1975.  1979.  Right  dem.  Basset 
V.  Thomas,  1  W.  Blae.  446.  449;  ac. 
3  Burr.  1441. 

(m)  Doe  dem.  Cowper  v.  Vemey, 
Wrnes,  177. 

(n)  See  as  to  the  aid  afforded  in 
equity  in  cases  of  defective  exeentioiis 
of  powers,  ante,  p.  408. 
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But  firequently^  if  not  generally^  it  happens  that  the  donee 
of  a  power  of  leasing  has  also,  as  tenant  for  life  or  tenant  in 
tail,  an  actual  estate  in  the  property.  Under  these  circnm- 
stances,  a  lease  which  is  void  as  an  informal  or  defective 
execution  of  his  power  may  be  supported  out  of  such  estate  (o) . 
And  if  the  ultimate  remainder  or  reversion  devolve  on  the 
lessor,  neither  he,  nor  his  heir  after  his  death,  can  avoid  the 
lease  (j?). 

If,  however,  a  party  contracting  with  a  tenant  for  life,  the 
donee  of  a  power  of  leasing,  be  apprized  of  the  incapacity  of 
the  donee  to  grant  the  lease  agreed  for,  he  cannot,  by  the 
assistance  of  Chancery,  obtain  a  lease  derived  out  of  the 
donee's  interest,  and  determinable  on  his  life,  the  contract 
being  originally  for  a  lease  which  would  be  a  fraud  on  the 
settlement  (g)«  Such  a  case  does  not  &31  within  the  principle, 
that  where  aperson  contracts  to  grant  a  certain  interest,  which 
it  afterwards  appears  he  cannot  carry  into  execution  to  the 
extent  he  agreed  to  do,  yet  the  grant  shall  be  made  available 
as  fiur  as  his  interest  will  permit,  as  where  a  person  contracts 
for  the  sale  or  grant  of  a  lease  of  an  estate,  and  it  afterwards 
turns  out  that  he  is  not  entitled  to  part  of  it,  that  then  the 
contract  may  be  enforced  as  to  the  part  of  which  the  grantor 
is  owner  (r).  So,  if  a  tenant  for  life  with  power  of  leasing 
cannot  grant  a  lease  upon  the  terms  agreed  on,  so  as  to  bind 
the  inheritance,  the  court  will  not  decree  a  specific  perform- 
ance, by  directing  the  execution  of  an  invalid  lease,  which 
may  incumber  and  embarrass  those  entitled  to  estates  in 
remainder  («). 

If  the  lease  be  void  by  the  defective  execution  of  the  power, 
or  the  determination  of  the  estate  by  which  it  was  supported, 
as  the  death  of  tenant  for  life,  it  is  incapable  of  confirmation 
by  those  in  remainder,  so  as  to  give  it  stability  as  a  good  legal 

(o)  Bowes  V.  East  London  Water-  (r)  n>id. 

works  Company,  Jae.  326.  (f)  EUard  v.  Lord  Llandaff,  1  Ball 

(p)  Taylor  v,  Stibbert,  2  Ves.  jun.  &  Beat  241.  251.    0*Roiirke  v,  Per- 

437.  ciTsl,  sap.    Byrne  v.  Acton,  2  Bro. 

(q)  C'Ronrke  r.  Peraral,  2  Ball  &  P.  C.  3d0;  S.  C.  TomL  ad.  yoL  1,  p. 

Beat  58.  186.  Jour.  Vol.  21,  p.  701. 
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lease  (/).  But  though  it  be  actuallj  void^  acceptance  of  rent 
by  the  remainder-man^  or  other  recognition  of  a  subsisting 
tenancy^  will  place  the  lessee  in  the  position  of  a  tenant  from 
year  to  year^  and  entitle  him  to  a  notice  to  quit  (ii). 

In  equity^  however^  where  the  situation  and  conduct  of  the 
parties  are  more  liberally  regarded^  the  lessee  may^  under 
particular  circumstances^  be  quieted  in  the  possession  of  the 
property  for  the  term  contracted  for.  Thus^  where  a  tenant 
for  life  with  power  of  leasing  granted  (but  not  conformably  to 
his  power)  a  building  lease  for  siity-one  years,  and  the  as- 
signee  of  the  lease  laid  out  above  5000/.  in  buildings^  and^ 
after  the  death  of  the  tenant  for  life^  the  remainder-man  in 
tail^  who  had  continued  to  receive  the  rent  for  six  years^ 
brought  an  ejectment,  and  recovered  at  law,  on  the  ground 
of  the  defective  execution  of  the  power,  it  was  held  by  Lord 
Hardwicke,  that  the  remainder-man,  by  lying  by,  and  with 
notice  suffering  the  lessee  or  assignee  to  rebuild,  had  bound 
himself  from  controverting  the  lease;  and  he  decreed  the  exe- 
cution of  a  new  lease  with  proper  and  usual  covenants  for  the 
residue  of  the  term ;  and,  on  executing  the  lease,  his  lordship 
decreed  the  lessee  to  enjoy  the  premises  quietly  against  the 
defendant  (^). 

A  similar  decree  was  made,  as  we  have  seen  (y),  in  the  case 
of  an  agreement,  where  the  remainder-man  knowingly  suffered 
the  tenant  under  a  defective  instrument  to  lay  out  money 
without  giving  him  notice  of  his  intention  to  impeach  his 
title  (z). 


(t)  Doe  deixL  Simpflon  v.  Butcher, 
1  Dougl.  50.  Goodright  dem.  Wynne 
V.  Humphreys,  1  Dougl.  52,  n.  Jen- 
kins dem.  Yate  v.  Church,  Cowp.  482. 
Doe  denL  Potter  v.  Archer,  1  Bos.  & 
PuL  531 .  Stiles  v,  Cowper,  3  Atk.  692. 
Bowes  V.  East  London  Waterworks 
Company,  Jac  331.  Doe  dem.  Cowper 
r.  Vemey,  Willes,  177. 

(«)  Doe  dem.  Martin  v.  Watts,  7 
Term  Rep.  83;  S.  C.  2  £sp.  N.  P.  C. 
501.  Doe  dem.  Collins  v.  Weller,  7 
Term  Rep.  478.    Roe  dem.  Brune  v. 


Prideaux,10Ea8t,158. 188.  Doe  dem. 
Tucker  v.  Morse,  1  Bam.  &  AdoL  365, 
oyerruling  Goodtitle  dem.  Adeane  v. 
Prentice,  Esp.  Dig.  464. 

(x)  Stiles  V.  Cowper,  3  Atk.  692. 
And  see  Cooper  v.  Denne ;  Denne  v. 
Cooper,  1  Yes.  jun.  565  ;  S.  C.  4  Bro. 
C.  C.  80.  Attorney-General  «.  Balliol 
College,  Oxford,  9  Mod.  411.  East 
India  Company  v.  Vincent,  2  Atk.  83. 

(y)  Ante,  p.  409. 

(a)  Shannon  v.  Bradstreety  I  Scbo. 
&  Lef.  52.  73. 
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And  a  purchaser  firom  the  remainder-man^  with  notice  of 
the  lease^  is  bound  in  like  manner  (a). 

It  is  dear,  however,  that  the  acts  of  one  tenant  for  life  in 
allowing  expenditure  in  improvements  cannot  prevent  those 
in  remainder  from  availing  themselves  of  the  imperfection  of 
the  lessee's  title  {b). 

Where  a  tenant  for  life  with  power  of  leasing  granted  a 
defective  lease  to  a  party  who  had  no  notice  of  the  power,  or 
that  the  lessor  was  tenant  for  life  only,  equity  refused  to  re- 
strain the  lessee  from  setting  up  an  old  outstanding  term,  in 
opposition  to  an  ejectment  brought  by  a  remainder-man  (c). 

If  trustees  of  the  legal  estate,  with  a  limited  power  of 
granting  leases,  exceed  their  authority,  either  by  taking  fines, 
where  the  receipt  of  fines  is  prohibited,  or  by  leasing  in  rever- 
sion, where  leases  in  possession  only  are  allowed,  although 
the  estate  of  the  trustees  would  support  the  leases  at  law 
for  the  whole  term  granted,  yet  they  will  be  set  aside  in 
equity  at  the  suit  of  a  remainder-man  who  has  done  no  act 
to  preclude  his  claim  {d). 

Sthly,  and  finally.  As  to  the  extinguishment  and  suspension 
of  the  power. 

A  few  words  on  the  extinguishment  and  suspension  of 
powers  of  leasing  remain  to  be  added. 

Where  a  power  of  leasing  given  to  a  tenant  for  life  is 
appendant,  that  is,  if  a  lease  made  by  virtue  of  the  power  will 
take  precedence  of  the  tenant  for  life's  own  estate,  an  absolute 
alienation  of  the  life  estate  will  extinguish  the  power  {e) ;  but 
it  is  otherwise  where  the  power  is  in  gross,  as  to  make  leases 
to  commence  after  the  donee's  death  (/). 


(a)  Steele  v.  Mitchell,  2  Dru.  &  Wal. 
568;  S.  G.  8  Irish  £q.  Rep.  1. 

(b)  Bowee  v.  East  London  Water- 
works Company,  8  Madd.  875;  S.  C. 
Jac  824.  332. 

(c)  Grolebom  v,  Alcock,  2  Sim.  552. 

(d)  Bowes  V.  East  London  Water- 
works Company,  8  Madd.  875 ;  S.  C. 
Jac  824.  Attomey-Qeneral  v.  Grif- 
fith, 18  Yea.  580. 


(e)  Berry  v.  White,  O.  Bridgm.  hy 
Bann.91.  Grange  v.  TiTing,0.  Bridgm. 
by  Bann.  115.  Ben  dem.  Hall  v. 
Bnlkeley,  1  Dongl.  292-3.  Cooke  v. 
BromeUU,  Noy,  66,  a  very  coniused 
report 

(/)  Edwardsv.  Slater,  Hardr.  410, 
per  Hale,  C.  B.,  and  Rainesford,  B.; 
Turner,  B.,  cent. 
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So^  where  a  party  waa  a  lessee  for  twenty-one  years  xsjader 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  a  power  was  given  by  act 
of  parliament  to  the  archbishop  and  his  successors,  and  to 
the  lessee,  his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  jointly, 
to  grant  building  leases,  it  was  held,  that  the  surrender  of 
his  old  term,  and  acceptance  of  a  new  one,  extinguished  his 
power  of  leasing;  and,  therefore,  that  a  person  not  coming 
in  by  assignment  of  the  original  leasee  but  deriving  the  tenant* 
right  of  renewal  under  an  assignment  of  the  renewed  lease;, 
could  not  exercise  the  power  (g). 

So,  apower  of  leasing  given  to  a  tosant  for  life  is  suspended 
during  the  continuance  of  a  lease  granted  by  him  out  of  his 
estate  (A). 

But  though  a  power  of  leasing  may  become  void  if  the 
donee  part  with  his  estate  to  which  it  is  annexed,  the  courts 
will  not  hold  it  to  be  extinguished  by  a  transfer  of  the  estate, 
unless  they  clearly  see  in  the  language  of  the  deed  wherdiy 
the  power  is  created  that  the  donor  intended  inseparably  to 
annex  it  to  the  estate  given,  and  to  a  continuance  of  that 
estate  in  the  identical  person  to  whom  it  in  given  (i). 

Thus  we  have  seen  {k)  that  a  power  reserved  to  a  tenant  for 
life  in  possession  to  lease  for  twenty-one  years  is  not  extin- 
guished by  a  conveyance  of  his  life  estate  by  lease  and  release 
to  a  trustee,  upon  trust  to  apply  the  profits  in  payment  of  an 
annuity,  during  the  donee's  life,  and  the  surplus  to  the  donee^ 
the  object  of  the  conveyance  being  only  to  let  in  a  partiiHilar 
diai^^  subject  to  which  the  rents  and  jNcofits  belong  to  the 
tenant  finr  life  (i). 

In  a  late  case  (m),  certain  lands  were  devised  to  M.  and  B. 
in  fee,  to  the  use  of  the  testator's  son,  James,  for  life,  with 
power  to  M.  and  B.  to  raise  money  by  mortgage  of  his  real 
estate  in  fee  or  for  years;  and  a  proviso  that  it  should  be  lawful 

(g)  GoUettv.  Hooper,  IS  Tes.  255.  (I)  Ren  dem.  Hall  v.  Bulkdejr,  1 

(&)  Attorney- GenenJ   v.    QndjD,  Dongl.  292.    And  see  Longv.RaBldii, 

Banh.  92.  SQp.    But  see  \lnoent  v.  Ennys,  and 

(0  Long  V.  Rankin,  Sugd.  Pow.,  9th  Corker  v,  Ennys,  3  Yin,  AK  4SS.  pi  10. 

ed.,  Appendix,  No.  2.  (m)  Bringloe  v.  CkKMbon,  4  Bing. 

(k)  Ante,  p. 405.  N.a726;  S.C.  6Seott,502;  1  Am.S22. 
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for  the  person  entitled  to  the  rents  and  profits  for  the  time 
beings  and^  during  the  minority  of  such  person^  for  the  tes- 
tator's executors^  to  lease  the  premises  in  a  manner  there 
prescribed^  at  a  rack  rent^  for  any  term  not  exceeding  twenty- 
one  years^  to  take  effect  in  possession.  In  1812^  after  the 
testator's  deaths  James,  without  noticing  his  power,  demised 
the  premises  to  one  Clement  for  ninety-nine  years  if  he 
(James)  should  so  long  live.  On  the  Slst  of  December,  1814, 
James,  by  yirtue  of  the  power,  made  a  lease  to  the  defendant 
from  the  11th  of  October  then  last  past  for  twenty-one  years, 
at  a  yearly  rent  of  1,500/.,  and  the  further  yearly  rent  of  10/. 
for  every  acre  managed  contrary  to  the  ooyenants  in  the  in- 
denture. On  the  14th  of  June,  1828,  B.,  who  had  survived 
M.,  by  virtue  of  the  power,  mortgaged  the  premises  for  the 
term  of  1000  years  to  the  plaintiff,  who,  as  assignee  of  the 
reversion,  sued  the  defendant  for  the  additional  rent  alleged 
to  have  accrued  due  by  breach  of  the  husbandjry  covenants 
contained  in  his  lease.  The  court  held  that  there  had  been 
no  suspension  of  the  leasing  power  given  to  the  tenant  for  life, 
so  far  as  regarded  the  grantee  of  the  term  under  the  power 
to  demise  by  way  of  mortgage  given  to  the  executors,  and 
that  such  grantee  had  the  immediate  reversion  in  him,  and 
might  sue  upon  the  covenants  in  the  lease  granted  to  the 
defendant. 

We  have  already  seen  that  a  power  of  leasing  given  to  a 
feme  sole  is  not  suspended  by  her  subsequent  marriage  (n). 

Whether  a  power  of  leasing  contained  in  a  win  is  revoked, 
as  to  a  particular  devisee,  by  a  codicil,  must  be  ascertained, 
not  from  the  mere  alteration  by  the  codici)  of  the  order  in 
which  the  parties  were  originally  to  take,  nor  from  the  posi- 
tion of  words  conferring  the  power,  but  from  the  whole  will 
and  codicil  taken  together  (o). 

(«)  AAjfc^  p.  401.  Bajli^  «.  Wtas  &  C  nom.  Foetor  v.  Qnyhtm,  t  Bar- 
burton*  Cbm.  494.  nwd.  K.  B.  841.  43& 

(o)  Fofsfaw  V.  GMhaiDy  2  9tnk  992; 
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CHAPTER  11. 


WHO  MAY  BE  LESSEES. 


rriHE  capacity  of  taking  as  lessee  now  claims  onr  attention^ 
"^  and  we  may  consider  wlio  may  be  lessees,  as  we  did  in 
treating  of  lessors : — 

I.  "With  reference  to  personal  capacity. 

II.  With  reference  to  estate. 

III.  With  reference  to  number  and  connection :  and, 

lY .  With  reference  to  office ;  premising,  generally,  that 
the  lessee  must  be  in  existence  and  ascertained  at  the  time  of 
the  demise,  or  it  will  be  void,  as  if  it  be  granted  to  the  exe- 
cutors of  a  man  who  is  living  (a),  or  to  such  person  as 
another  party  shall  name  {b). 


Section  I. — With  reference  to  personal  capacity. 


I. — Infants. 

A  lease  granted  to  an  infant  is  not  void,  unless,  perhaps,  it  be 
obviously  prejudicial  to  his  interest  (c),  but  is  voidable  by  him 
on  attaining  his  majority  (d) ;  though,  in  order  to  escape  from 
the  burthen  of  the  rent,  he  must  express  his  dissent  in  a  rea- 
sonable time,  and,  it  is  apprehended,  before  the  arrival  of  the 


(a)  Anon.  3  Leon.  32,  case  60. 
Pony,  or  Pory,  v,  AUen,  Cro.  EHz. 
173;  S.  C.,nom.  Perryn  v,  Allen,  Ow. 
97.    Snow  V.  Cutler,  T.  Raym.  162-3. 

(6)  Sparke  v.  Sparke,  Mo.  666. 

(c)  Kirton  v.  Eliott,  2  Bolstr.  69: 
S.  C,  nom.  Ketsey*8  case,  Cro.  Jac 
320.  Baylis  v.  Dindey,  3  Blan.  & 
Selw.  477.  481.     And  see  Lloyde  v. 


Gr^oiy,  Cro.  Car.  602;  S.  C.  W.  Jo. 
405;  but  query. 

(d)  Kirton  v.  Eliott,  Ketoey's  case, 
sap.  Evelyn  v.  ChidieBter,  3  Burr. 
1719.  Holmea  v.  Blogg,  8  Tannt  85. 
508.  510;  S.  C.  1  J.B.Mo.  466;  2 Mo. 
552.  1  Rol  Ab.  731.  L  45.  Co.  Lit. 
2,b. 


^1 


Ch.  II.  s.  I.] 


WHO  MAY  BE  LESSEES: INFANTS. 


529 


day  of  payment  (e).  Where  so  much  must  depend  on  circum- 
stances^ it  is  scarcely  possible  to  fix  any  period  as  a  reasonable 
one  in  all  cases.  In  Holmes  v.  Blogg  {/),  Dallas^  C.  J.^  ob- 
served^ that  he  should  be  disposed  to  hold^  that  an  infant 
omitting  to  give  notice  of  disaffirmance  within  four  months 
after  attaining  his  majority  could  not  be  regarded  as  giving 
notice  within  a  reasonable  time.  It  appears^  however^  that 
the  lessor^  by  treating  the  lease  as  ended^  may  dispense  with 
notice  of  disaffirmance  in  a  formal  shape  {g). 

Should  the  lessee  elect  to  annul  the  lease^  he  cannot  recover 
the  consideration  paid  for  it,  though  subsequent  events  may 
effect  a  complete  failure  of  the  object  for  which  such  consi- 
deration was  given  (/i). 

It  seems  that  a  lease  not  under  seal  (i)  granted  to  an  infant 
cannot  be  confirmed  by  him,  so  as  to  render  him  liable  for 
rent  accrued  during  infancy,  otherwise  than  by  writing ;  the 
statute  of  9  Geo.  4.  c.  14,  having  provided  {k),  that  no  action 
shall  be  maintained  whereby  to  charge  any  person  upon  any 
promise  made  after  fiill  age  to  pay  any  debt  contracted  during 
infancy,  or  upon  any  ratification  after  full  age  of  any  promise 
or  simple  contract  made  during  infancy,  unless  such  promise 
or  ratification  shall  be  made  by  some  writing  signed  by  the 
party  to  be  charged  therewith. 

A  late  act  of  parliament  {I)  empowers  an  infant  entitled  to 
any  lease,  or  his  guardian  or  other  person  on  his  behalf,  by  the 
direction  of  the  court  of  Chancery  in  England,  and  of  the  courts 
of  equity  of  the  counties  Palatine  of  Chester,  Lancaster,  and 
Durham,  as  to  land  within  their  respective  jurisdiction  (m),  to 


(e)  Kirton  v.  Eliott,  Ketsey's  caae, 

BUp. 

(/)  Holmes  v.  Blogg,  8  Taunt  39. 
40 ;  S.  C,  1  J.  B.  Mo.  466. 473.  And  see 
Doe  dem.  Bromfield  v.  Smith,  2  Term 
Rep.  436. 

(g)  Hohnes  v.  Blogg,  sap. 

(h)  Ibid.  2  Eden,  72.  Wilm.  226, 
note. 

(i)  But  all  leases  of  tenements  and 


hereditaments  required  by  law  to  be 
in  writing,  if  made  after  1st  October, 
1845,  are  void  at  law  unless  made  by 
deed;  8  &  9  Vict  c.  106.  s.  3. 

ih'  9  Geo.  4.  c.  14.  s.  5. 

(T)  U  Geo. 4,&  I  W.  4.  c.  65.  s.  12. 

(m)  And  also  of  the  courts  of  Great 
Session  of  the  Principality  of  Wales, 
before  their  abolition  by  1 1  Gieo.  4,  & 
I  W.  4.  c.  70.  8. 14. 
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surrender  such  lease^  and  to  take  a  new  lease  for  the  term 
comprised  in  the  original  lease.  More  of  this  subject^  how- 
ever^ will  be  found  in  a  future  chapter  relating  to  Renewals. 


II. — Persons  of  Unsound  Mind. 

Idiots  and  lunatics,  it  should  seem,  may  take  leases  for 
their  benefit  (n).  And  the  statute  just  cited  (o)  enacts  (/?), 
that  where  any  person  being  lunatic  (which  term  extends  {q) 
to  any  idiot  or  person  of  unsound  mind,  or  incapable  of 
managing  his  affairs,)  shall  become  entitled  to  any  lease,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  his  committee,  by  direction  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  to  surrender  such  lease,  and  take,  in  the  name 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  lunatic,  a  new  lease  for  the  term 
originally  granted  by  the  surrendered  lease.  But  for  further 
information  on  this  subject  the  reader  is  referred  to  the 
chapter  on  Renewals  (r). 

III. — Feme  sole, 

A  feme  sole  may  be  a  lessee ;  but  if  she  afterwards  marr>% 
her  responsibilities  in  that  character  will  devolve  on  her 
husband,  who  will  be  liable,  as  well  after  his  wife's  death,  as 
during  the  coverture,  to  an  action  for  arrears  of  rent,  although 
the  lease  may  have  expired  {s). 

The  wife  may  be  joined  with  the  husband  as  defendant  in 
an  action  for  breach  during  the  coverture  of  a  covenant  in  a 
lease  made  to  her  while  single  (/). 

(n)  Co.  lit.  2,  b.  S.  C,  nom.  Fane  v.  Minahaw,  1  Keb. 

(o)  11  Geo.  4,  &  1  W.  4.  c.  65.  20.  22;  S.  C,  nom.  Payne  v.  Minahal, 

( p)  Sect  1 3.  T.  Raym.  6.    Anon.  6  Mod.  239.    RoL 

(g)  Sect  2.  Ab.  Baron  and  Feme,  (G).  pL  1.    10 

(r)  Port,  Part  the  Sixth,  Chap.  VII.  H.  6.  11.  38.     F.  N.  B.  121,  C. 
(«)  Vane  v.  Minshall,  1    Lev.  25 ;  (t)  Anon.  6  Mod.  239. 
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IV. — Feme  covert. 

A  feme  coyert  is  as  competent  to  take  a  lease  as  a  feme  sole. 
The  husband's  express  assent  is  not  necessary^  as  the  estate 
vests  till  dissent  {u) .    But  she  may  avoid  it  after  his  decease  {a) . 

Where  a  feme  covert  is  entitled  to  a  renewal,  she,  or  any 
person  on  her  behalf,  by  direction  of  the  court  of  Chancery  in 
England,  and  of  the  courts  of  equity  of  the  counties  Palatine 
of  Chester,  Lancaster,  and  Durham,  as  to  land  within  their 
respective  jurisdiction  (y),  may  surrender  the  subsisting  lease 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  it{z).  This  subject,  however, 
will  be  found  more  fuUy  noticed  in  another  part  of  this  work  («). 


v. — Aliens,  Denizens,  and  Naturalized  persons. 

Alien  merchants,  subjects  of  a  friendly  state,  were  always 
capable  of  acquiring  and  holding  leases  for  years,  but  not 
freehold  leases,  of  houses  in  this  country  for  the  purposes  of 
habitation  and  traffic  (A),  their  residence  being  regarded  as 
an  encouragement  to  trade  and  commerce.  The  crown,  on 
office  found,  was  entitled  to  their  freeholds  (c);  and  their 
leases,  even  for  years,  of  lands,  meadows,  pastures,  woods,  and 
the  like,  were  forfeitable  in  a  similar  manner  {d) ;  though,  it 
seems,  that  the  King  might  grant  to  the  lessee  a  license  to 
hold,  and  thus  prevent  the  forfeiture  (e). 


(u)  Swaine  v.  Holman,  Hob.  204 ; 
S.  C.  Hiitt.  7.    Co.  Lit.  3,  a. 

(x)  Co.  Lit.  3,  a. 

(y)  And,  before  their  abolition  by 
11  Geo.  4,  &  1  W.  4.  o.  70.  s.  14,  of 
the  courts  of  Great  Session  of  the  Prin- 
cipality of  Wales. 

(8)  11  G60.4,  &  1  W.4.C.65.8.  12. 

(a)  Chapter  on  Renewals,  post 

(6)  Calvin's  ease,  7  Co.  1 7,  a.  Anon. 
1  And.  25.  pi  56;  S.  C.  Benl.36.pl. 61. 
BendL  10.  pL  40.  Co.  Lit.  2,  b.  Tir- 
lot  V.  Morris,  or  MorriBon,  1  Bnlstr. 
1 34 ;  S.  C.  Taerloote  v.  Morrison,  Yelv. 


198.  Grosvenor  v.  Brook,  Poph.  36. 
Fourdrin  v,  Gowdey,  3  MyL  &  Keen, 
383.  397-8. 

(c)  Co.  Lit  2,  b.  Bac.  Ab.  134. 
And  see  Page's  case,  5  Co.  52,  a. 

(<2)  Ibid.  32  H.  6. 23.  1  Bac.  Ab. 
134.  Co.  Lit.  2,  b.  Dy.2,b.marg.(8). 
3  Salk.  29.    Calvin's  case,  7  Co.  17,  a. 

(c)  14  H.  4.  20.  pi.  23.  Co..Lit.  2,  b. 
Hargr.  n.  (2).  And  see  Anon.  1  Leon. 
47.  pi.  61 ;  S.  C,  in  almost  the  same 
words,  4  Leon.  82.  pi.  1 75.  Golds.  29. 
pi.  4.  Fourdrin  v,  Gowdey,  3  Myl.  & 
Keen,  383. 
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It  is  laid  down  by  Lord  Coke,  that,  unless  the  alien  were  a 
merchant,  the  crown  would  be  entitled  to  his  lease  for  years^ 
though  taken  for  habitation  (/).  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone, 
however,  without  drawing  any  distinction  between  alien 
merchants  and  other  aliens,  states,  generally,  that  an  alien 
may  hire  a  house  for  habitation  {ff).  Caroon*s  case  (A),  too, 
where  administration  of  the  property  of  an  alien,  an  agent  (i) 
here  for  the  states  of  the  Low  Countries,  consisting  among 
other  things,  of  leases  for  years,  was  committed  to  his  brothers, 
who  were  also  aliens,  seems  opposed  to  Lord  Coke's  doctrine. 
But  in  the  late  case  of  Fourdrin  t;.  Gowdey  (*),  Sir  John 
Leach,  M.B.,  declared,  that,  with  the  single  exception  of  a 
leasehold  habitation  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  an  alien  could 
no  more  acquire  any  interest  in  leasehold,  than  in  real  estate 
properly  so  called. 

All  practical  difficulty,  however,  on  the  point' has  been 
removed  by  a  recent  act  of  parliament  (l),  which  provided  (m), 
that  every  alien  then  residing  in,  or  who  should  thereafter 
come  to  reside  in,  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  being 
the  subject  of  a  friendly  state,  may,  by  grant,  lease,  demise, 
assignment,  bequest,  representation,  or  otherwise,  take  and 
hold  any  lands,  houses,  or  other  tenements,  for  the  purpose 
of  residence,  or  of  occupation,  by  him  or  her,  or  his  or  her 
servants,  or  for  the  purpose  of  any  business,  trade,  or  manu- 
facture, for  any  term  of  years  not  exceeding  twenty-one 
years,  as  fully,  and  with  the  same  rights,  remedies,  exemp- 
tions, and  privileges,  except  the  right  to  vote  at  elections  for 
members  of  parliament,  as  if  he  were  a  natural  bom  subject 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 

An  alien,  whether  a  merchant  or  not,  might  before  the  act 


(/)  Ck>.  Lit.  2,  b.    See  3  Salk.  29.  agent  was  a  political,  and  not  a  eom- 

1  Rol.  Ab.  194.  pi.  7,  Alien,  (A).  merdal  agent. 

(jff)  1  Bla.  Com.  372.  And  see  Bendl.  (k)  Fourdrin  v.  Gowdey,  3  Myl.  A 

10.  pL  40.  Keen,  383.  397. 

(A)  Caroon'8  case,  Cro.  Car.  8.  (Q  7  &  8  Vict  e.  66.  Royal 

(t)  The  concloaioa  in  tlie  text  is  6th  August,  1844. 
founded  on  the  assumption  that  the  (m)  Sect  5. 
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take  leases  as  an  executor  or  administrator^  because  he  would 
hold  them  in  another's  right  (n). 

By  virtue  of  the  act,  he  may  also  take,  in  right  of  his  wife 
for  residence,  occupation,  or  business,  a  term  not  exceeding 
twenty-one  years ;  but  whether  a  term,  generally,  of  which  a 
woman  is  possessed,  will,  on  her  marriage  with  an  alien,  pass 
to  her  husband  is  not  settled  (o). 

The  same  principle,  the  protection  and  advancement  of  our 
own  commercial  interests,  that  favored  the  residence  of  aliens 
as  merchants  in  this  country,  prohibited,  with  a  narrow  policy, 
their  occupation  of  dwelling  houses  or  shops  in  the  capacity 
of  artificers :  and  it  was  enacted  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry 
the  8th  (/?),  that  all  leases  of  any  dwelling  house  or  shop  within 
this  realm,  or  any  of  the  King's  dominions,  made  to  any 
stranger  artificer  or  handicraftsman,  born  out  of  the  King's 
obeisance,  not  being  denizen,  should  be  void ;  a  penalty  of 
100^.  being  also  imposed  alike  on  the  person  granting,  and 
the  artificer  taking  such  lease. 

The  liberal  construction  of  the  statute  in  a  measure  de- 
feated its  design ;  for  it  might  be  evaded  by  his  occupjdng  a 
house  or  shop  at  will,  or  under  an  agreement  which  did  not 
amount  to  a  lease  {q) ;  though  not  by  his  being  described  as  a 
gentleman,  if  in  truth  he  were  an  alien  artificer  (r). 

And  it  was  decided  («),  that  the  statute  did  not  extend  to 
an  assignment  of  a  lease  to  an  alien ;  for,  were  it  otherwise, 
the  lessor,  without  any  fault  of  his  own,  would  lose  his  remedy 
against  the  assignee. 


(n)  Caroon'8  case,  Cro.  Car.  8.  And 
see  Brocks  v.  Phillips,  Cro.  Eliz.  683, 
in  which  case  it  appears  that  the  ad- 
Inixiistrator  was  an  alien  enemy.  But 
see  Anon.,  semb.  S.  C,  Ow.  45.  Com. 
Dig.  Alien,  (C.  7).  Anon.  1  And.  25. 
pL  56;  S.  C.  Benl.  36.  pi.  61. 

(o)  Theobalds  v.  Duffoy,  9  Mod. 
101-4. 

(p)  32  Hen.  8.  c.  16.  s.  13. 

(})  Pilkington  v.  Peach,  2  Show. 
1 35.  Rex  V.  The  Inhabitants  of  East- 
bourne, 4  East,  103-6.  Bat  see  La- 
pierre    v.  M^'Intoeh,'  9  Adol.  &  £11. 


857;  S.  C.  1  Per.  &,  Dav.  629. 

(r)  Jevons  v,  Harridge,  1  Sid.  309. 
A  vintner  was  not  within  the  act. 
"Such''  said  the  Chief  Justice,  (the 
notorious  Jeffries,)  **  as  used  any  art 
or  TnaniiiLl  occupatiou  were  restruned 
from  using  it  here  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  King's  subj  ects.  Now,  the  mystery 
of  a  vintner  chiefly  conasts  in  mingling 
of  wines,  and  that  is  not  properly  an 
art,  but  a  cheat."  Bridgham  v.  Frontee, 
3  Mod.  94. 

(0  Wootton  V,  Steffenoni,  12  Mees. 
&  Wei.  129. 
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The  statute  of  Heniy  the  8th^  is,  therefore,  in  effect  super- 
seded by  that  of  the  present  Queen.  And  as  the  latter  does 
not  take  away  or  diminish  any  right,  privilege,  or  capacity, 
theretofore  lawfully  possessed  by,  or  belonging  to,  aliens 
residing  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  relating  to  the  possession 
or  enjoyment  of  any  real  or  personal  property,  all  such  rights 
may  be  enjoyed  as  fully  as  before  it  was  passed  (/). 

Alien  enemies,  among  whom  infidels  are  ranked,  cannot 
hold  leases  either  for  the  purpose  of  c(»nmerce  or  habitation  {u). 

But  the  disabilities  to  which  aliens  are  still  subject  do  not 
extend  to  denizens,  who  are  as  capable  of  taking  and  holding 
leases  as  natural  bom  subjects  {a). 

And  where  an  alien  resident  in  England  obtained  letters 
of  denization,  which  expressly  enabled  him  to  claim,  retain, 
and  enjoy,  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  theretofore 
given,  granted,  or  assigned,  to  him  by  the  crown  or  any  other 
person  whatsoever,  as  fiilly  as  a  liege  subject  bom  within  the 
United  Kingdcan  might,  it  was  held  that  he  was  entitled  to, 
and  might  bequeath,  property  held  for  a  long  term  of  years 
purchased  by  him  previously  to  the  grant  of  the  letters  (y). 

Naturalized  aliens  may  take  leases  as  natural  born  subjects 
may  do  [z). 

VI. — Outlaws. 

Outlaws  may  be  lessees  (a) ;  but  their  leases  for  chattel 
interests  are  forfeited  to  the  Crown,  whether  the  outlawry  be 
incurred  in  a  criminal  or  civil  case  (&) ;  their  freehold  leases, 
however,  are  not  forfeited  on  an  outlawry  in  a  civil  action  (c). 


(0  Sect  15. 

(«)  Co.  Lit.  2,  b.  Calvin's  case,  7 
Co.  17,  a.  Wing.  Max.  10.  1  Bla. 
Com.  372«  Anon.  Ow.  45.  But  see 
BrockB  V.  PhillipBy  (aemb.  S.  C.)  Cro. 
£Uz.  683. 

(x)  1  Bla.  Com.  374.  Bcndl  10. 
pi.  40.     32  H.  8.  c.  16.  s.  13. 

(y)  Fourdrin  v.  Gowdey,  3  Myl.  & 
Keen,  383. 

(?)  7  &  8  Vict  c.  66.  se.  6  and  8. 


(a)  Knowles  v.  Powel,  Mo.  237; 
S.  C.  Ow.  116.    Shep.  Tondi.  235. 

(6)  9  H.  6. 21.  1  Salk.  109.  Reed 
V,  Ward,  w  Warner,  1  Lev.  8;  &  C. 
1  Sid.  150;  1  Keb.  66.  548.  Britton 
V.  Cole,  1  Salk.  395.  Rol.  Ab.  UUa- 
garie,  (B).  pi.  1.  2.  Com.  Dig.  Utla- 
gary,  (D.  2.). 

(r)  2  Rol.  Ab.  807.1.30.  Com.  Dig. 
Utlagary,  (D.  3.). 
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Unless  the  immediate  reversion  be  in  the  Crown^  in  which 
case  the  lease  becomes  absolutely  merged  and  extinguished  {d), 
the  reversal  of  the  outlawry  entitles  the  outlaw  to  have  his 
term  restored  {e),  though  it  may  have  been  sold  during  the 
outlawry  (/).  And  if  the  outlaw^  pending  the  outlawry, 
assign  his  term  to  another,  the  assignee  may,  after  the  re- 
versal, maintain  an  action  for  the  profits  accruing  in  the 
interval  between  the  assignment  and  the  reversal  {ff). 

Leases  which  an  outlaw  takes  as  executor  are  not  forfeit- 
able on  his  outlawry  {h). 


VII. — Attainted  persons. 

Persons  attainted  of  treason  or  felony  may  be  lessees ;  but 
their  leases  are  forfeitable  to  the  Crown  on  oJ£ce  found  it). 


VIII. — Papists. 

The  disabilities  which  formerly  affected  papists  are  now 
removed.  By  the  statute  of  11  &  12  Wm.  3.  c.  4,  it  was 
enacted  {k),  that  if  any  person  educated  in  the  popish  religion, 
or  professing  the  same,  should  not  after  six  months  after  he 
or  she  should  attain  the  age  of  eighteen  years  take  the  oaths 
of  allegiance  and  supremacy,  and  also  subscribe  the  declara- 
tion expressed  in  the  act  of  30  Car.  2  (/),  being  a  declaration 
against  transubstantiation,  the  invocation  or  adoration  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  or  any  other  saint,  and  the  sacrifice  of  the  mass, 
every  person  should,  in  respect  of  him  or  herself  only,  and  not 
to  or  in  respect  of  any  of  his  or  her  heirs  or  posterity,  be  in- 
capable of  inheriting  or  taking  by  descent,  devise,  or  limita- 

(d)  Knowles  V.  Powel,  8up.  (/)  Ibid. 

(e)  Knowles  v.  Powel,  sap.     Eyre  (g)  Ognell's  case,  Cro.  Eliz.  270. 

V.  Woodfine,  Cro.  Eliz.  278;  S.  C.  I  (h)  Rol.  Ab.  Utiagarie,  (B),  pi.  4. 

And.  277.     T.  Jo.  101.     Peyton  v.  Com.  Dig.  Uilagary,  (D.  3.). 

Ayliffe,  2  Vem.  31 2.     Com.  Dig.  Utla-  (t)  Co.  Lit.  2,  b.     Shep.  Toudi.  235, 

gary,  (C.  6.).     And  see  The  President  (it)  1 1  &  12  W.  3.  c.  4.  s.  4. 

and  Scholars  of  St.  John's  College,  Ox-  (0  30  Car.  2.  stat  2. 
ford,  r.  Morcott,  7  Term  Rep.  259. 264. 
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tion^  in  possession^  reversion^  or  remainder^  any  lands, 
tenements^  or  hereditaments;  and  that^  during  the  life  of 
such  person,  or  until  he  or  she  shoiild  take  the  said  oaths, 
and  subscribe  the  said  declaration,  the  next  of  his  or  her 
kindred  which  should  be  a  protestant  should  have  and  enjoy 
the  said  lands,  &c.,  without  being  accountable  for  the  profits 
during  such  enjoyment;  and  that  eveiy  papist,  or  person 
making  profession  of  the  popish  religion,  should  be  disabled 
from  purchasing,  either  in  his  or  her  own  name,  or  in  the 
name  of  any  other  person  or  persons,  to  his  or  her  use,  or  in 
trust  for  him  or  her,  any  manors,  lands,  profits  out  of  lands, 
tenements,  rents,  terms,  or  hereditaments ;  and  that  all  estates, 
terms,  and  any  other  interests,  or  profits  whatsoever  out  of 
lands,  to  be  made,  suffered,  or  done,  to  or  for  the  use  or  be- 
hoof of  any  such  person  or  persons,  or  upon  any  trust  or 
confidence,  mediately  or  immediately,  to  or  for  the  benefit  or 
relief  of  any  such  person  or  persons,  should  be  utterly  void 
and  of  none  effect  (m). 

These  provisions  were  repealed  by  the  act  of  18  Geo.  3. 
c.  60  (n),  which  provided  at  the  same  time  (o),  that  nothing 
therein  contained  should  extend  to  any  person  but  such  as 
should  within  six  calendar  months  after  the  passing  of  the 
act,  or  of  accruing  of  his,  her,  or  their  title,  being  of  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  or,  who,  being  under  that  age,  should, 
within  six  months  after  attaining  that  age,  or  being  of  unsound 
miad,  or  in  prison,  or  beyond  the  seas,  then  within  six  months 
after  the  removal  of  such  disability,  take  and  subscribe  an 
oath  of  allegiance,  abjuration,  and  supremacy. 

By  a  late  act  (/>),  however,  it  is  declared  {q),  that  no  oath 
or  oaths  shall  be  tendered  to,  or  required  to  be  taken  by,  his 
Majesty's  subjects  professing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion, 
for  enabling  them  to  hold  or  enjoy  any  real  or  personal  pro- 
perty, other  than  such  as  may  by  law  be  tendered  to,  and 
required  to  be  taken  by,  his  Majesty's  other  subjects. 

(m)  Denn  dem.  Warren  v.  Feam-  (o)  18  Geo.  3.  c.  60.  s.  4. 

nde,  1  WilB.  176;  S.  C.  3  Salk.  325.  (;>)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  7;  onaffected  by 

(fi)  The  entire  act  of  11  &  12  W.  3.  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  59. 

c.  4,  was  repealed  by  9  &  10  Vict.  (q)  Sect  22. 

C*  Oit*  8.  1  • 
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Section  II. — ^With  reference  to  estate. 

The  estate  of  a  copyholder  is  the  only  one  that  requires 
particular  comment  in  this  section. 

If  a  copyholder  in  fee  take  a  common  law  lease  of  his  copy- 
hold either  immediately  from  the  lord  of  the  manor  (r),  or 
by  assignment  from  one  to  whom  the  lord  has  granted  it  {s) ; 
or  if  he  take  a  lease  of  the  manor  itself  (/)^  his  copyhold  inte- 
rest will  be  extinguished  for  ever. 

But  if  land  be  demised  by  copy  of  court  roll  to  three  sisters 
for  their  lives  successive,  and  the  first  tenant  for  life  accept  a 
common  law  lease  by  indenture  from  the  lord,  her  interest  only 
will  be  extinguished.  The  next  sister  in  succession,  however, 
cannot  enter,  for  her  remainder  does  not  take  effect  until  the 
death  of  the  eldest  sister;  nor  can  the  lord,  as  he  is  estopped 
by  his  deed(w). 

♦ 

Section    III. — With    reference    to   number   and 

CONNECTION. 

Leases  may  be  granted  as  well  to  several  persons  as  to  one 
person;  and  where  granted  to  several,  they  may  take  as  joint- 
tenants,  or  as  tenants  in  common. 


I . — Jaint-tenants, 
If  the  lease  be  granted  to  two  for  a  term  of  years,  or  for 
their  lives,  the  survivor  will  be  entitled  to  the  whole  at  law(f;). 


(r)  Lane's  case,  2  Co.  16,  b.  17,  a.; 
S.  C.  1  And.  191.  pi.  226 ;  1  Leon.  170 ; 
S.  C.,.nom.  Smyth  v.  Lane,  Gouldsb.  34. 
Anon.  Godb.  101.  pi.  117.  Sav.  70, 
case  146.  1  Brownl.  32.  Frenche*s 
case,  4  Co.  31,  a.  Dngworth  v.  Rad- 
ford, W.  Jo.  462.  And  see  Blemmer 
Hasset  v,  Humberstone,  Hutt.  65  ; 
S.  C,  nom.  Bleverhasset  v.  Humber- 
stone, W.  Jo.  48. 

(«)  Lane's  case,  sup. 


(t)  Lane's  case,  sup.  Frenche's  case, 
4  Co.  31,  b.  2  Sid.  139.  Sav.  70-1. 
Belfield  v.  Adams,  3  Bulstr.  81 ;  S.  C, 
nom.  Southcott  v.  Adams,  1  RoL  256. 
Anon.  Cro.  Eliz.  7.  Gybson  v,  Searls, 
Cro.  Jac.  84,  arg.  by  Coke,  cont.;  and 
cont.  Co.  Cop.  172. 

(u)  Curtise  v.  Cottel,  2  Leon.  72. 

(v)  Lits.281.  Co.Lit.l81,b.l82,a. 
Sym's  case,  Cro.  Eliz.  33.  BrudneFs 
case,  5  Co.  9,  a. 
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unless  the  joint  estate  be  previously  severed  (a?).  And  this 
benefit  of  survivorship  accrues  notwithstanding  the  death  of 
one  of  the  lessees  before  entry  (y).  But  if  the  lease  be  taken 
by  partners  as  part  of  their  partnership  property  [z),  or  upon 
a  joint  speculation^  with  a  view  to  drainage,  for  instance  (a) ; 
or  if  the  purchase  money  be  paid  in  unequal  shares  (b) ;  the 
surviving  lessee  will,  in  equity,  be  deemed  a  trustee  of  the 
share  of  the  deceased  co-tenant,  and  accountable  to  his  re- 
presentatives accordingly. 

In  other  cases,  the  rule  of  survivorship  obtains  in  equity  as 
well  as  at  ]aw{c). 

Until  a  very  recent  period,  if  the  lease  were  made  by  inden- 
ture inter  partes,  none  but  those  who  were  parties  to  the  deed 
could  take  as  joint-tenants.  Thus,  if  a  lease  were  made 
between  A.  and  B.,  habendum  to  B.,  C,  and  D.,  for  their  Uves, 
and  the  life  of  the  longest  Uver  of  them,  in  succession,  they 
could  not  take  as  joint-tenants,  C.  and  D.  not  being  parties 
to  the  deed  {d).  But  the  late  act  to  amend  the  law  of  real 
property  (e)  has  enacted  (/),  that  under  an  indenture  executed 
after  the  1st  of  October,  1845,  an  immediate  estate  or  interest' 
in  any  tenements  or  hereditaments,  and  the  benefit  of  a  con- 
dition or  covenant  respecting  any  tenements  or  hereditaments, 
may  be  taken,  although  the  taker  thereof  be  not  named  a  party 
to  the  same  indenture. 

On  the  grant  of  a  lease  to  two  or  more  for  years,  or  for  their 
Uves,  the  estate  survives,  without  express  words  of  limitation, 
to  the  survivor  (^).     So,  if  a  lease  be  made  to  A.  during  the 


(x)  Lit  s.  301.    Co.  Lit  191,  a. 

(y)  Co.  Lit  46,  b. 

(2)  Crawahajr  v.  Maule,  1  Swanst 
508.  521.  Elliott  v.  Brown,  3  Swanst 
489,  n.;  cited  by  Lord  Eldon,  9  Ves. 
597. 

(a)  Lake  v,  Craddock,  3  P.  Wms. 
158;  S.  C,  nom.  Lake  v.  Gibson,  1  Eq. 
Ca.  Ab.  291.  pi.  3. 

(5)  Lake  v.  Gibson,  sap.  Aveling 
«'.  Knipe,  19  Ves.  441. 

(c)  Rex  V.  Williams,  Bunb.  342. 
Jeffereys^.  Small,  1  Vem.  217;  S.  C. 


1  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  370.  pL  1.  ATeling  v. 
Knipe,  sup.  Usher  v,  Ayleward,  1 
Vem.  360. 

(d!)  Greenwood  v,  Tyber,  or  Tyler, 
Cro.  Jac.  563-4,  3rd  point;  S.  C.  Hob. 
314;  Palm.  29.  Windsmore  v.  Hofaart, 
or  Hubbard,  Hob.  313;  S.  C.  Cro.  Eliz. 
57;  Hutt  87. 

(e)  8  &  9  Vict  c  106. 

(/)  Sect  5. 

(jf)  See  post,  as  to  leases  for  lives. 
Lit ss. 281. 301.  Co.UtI8I,b.l91,a. 
Brudncll's  case,  5  Co.  9,  a. ;  1  Mod.  ]  87. 
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lives  of  B.  and  C.^  without  sayings  '^  and  during  the  life  of  the 
survivor/^  if  one  of  the  cestuis  que  vie  die,  the  estate  is  not 
determined,  but  remains  in  A.  for  the  life  of  the  surviving 
cestui  que  vie ;  for  A.  had  an  estate  of  freehold  by  way  of 
limitation  of  an  estate  during  the  lives  of  two  men,  and  by 
construction  of  law  during  the  life  of  the  survivor  of  them  (h). 
And  this  difference  is  observable  between  a  limitation  (as  in 
the  case  just  put)  of  an  estate  of  freehold  during  lives,  which 
is  the  usual  and  ordinary  limitation  of  a  freehold,  and  a  col- 
lateral determination,  as  during  the  time  that  C.  and  D.  shall 
be  of  the  Inner  Temple,  or  shall  be  dwelling  in  Norfolk,  or  be 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  or  the  like ;  for  in  these  cases  the  Mlure 
of  the  one  will  determine  the  estate.  And,  on  the  same 
principle,  if  a  lease  be  made  to  two  or  more  for  a  term  of  years 
if  they  shall  so  long  live,  the  death  of  one  will  determine  the 
estate  (t) ;  and,  therefore,  express  words  of  survivorship,  such 
as,  ''if  A.  and  B.,  or  either  of  them,  shall  so  long  live,^^  are 
necessary  to  continue  the  estate  to  the  survivor  (j).  And, 
hence,  to  determine  a  lease  on  the  death  of  one  of  several 
lessees  for  lives,  the  limitation  should  be  to  them  for  their 
joint  lives  {k). 

If  a  lease  be  granted  to  A.  and  B.  during  the  life  of  A., 
and  B.  die,  A.  takes  the  whole  by  survivorship ;  but  if  A.  die 
first,  the  lease  is  determined  (/). 

If  a  lease  for  years  be  made  to  two  jointly  and  severally, 
the  words  ''  and  severally  ^^  are  void,  and  the  parties  will  hold 
as  joint-tenants  (m). 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  if  a  lease  for  years  be  made  to  a 
bishop  or  parson  and  a  layman,  they  will  hold  as  joint-tenants, 
as  it  is  a  general  rule,  that  no  chattel  can  go  in  succession  in 
the  case  of  a  corporation  sole  (n). 

(A)  Bradnell*8  case,  sop.  (m)  Slingsby's  case,  5  Co.  19,  a.; 
(t)  Ibid.  Jenk.  Cent.  262;  Latch,  264. 
If)  Ibid.  (n)  Co.  Lit  46,  b.  190,  a.    See  also 
(Jl-)  See  as  to  leases  for  lives  post,  post,  p.  542,  as  to  leases  to  Corpora- 
Part  the  Fourtli,  Ch.  VI.  tions. 
(0  Co.  Lit.  181,  b.    Dy.  10,  b. 
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II. — Tenants  in  common. 

To  constitute  a  tenancy  in  common  at  law  among  lesseesj 
express  words  of  severance  are  necessary;  as^  to  hold  to  them, 
their  executors,  &c.^  as  tenants  in  common  (o). 


III. — Husband  and  Wife. 

Husband  and  wife  also  may  tali^e  together  as  joint  lessees  (p) ; 
and  an  action  of  debt  for  rent  may  be  maintained  against 
them  jointly  (q).  The  wife  cannot  renounce  the  lease  during 
coverture  (r).  The  husband  alone  by  deed,  but  not  by  will, 
may  dispose  of  a  chattel  interest  to  the  exclusion  of  the  wife 
surviving  (s).  And  if  he  grant  an  underlease  of  lands  let  to 
him  and  his  wife,  he  may  maintain  an  action  on  the  case  for 
an  injury  to  his  reversionary  interest  without  joining  his  wife 
as  co-plaintiff  (/).  If  the  wife  survive,  the  term  not  having 
been  disposed  of  by  her  husband  in  his  lifetime,  she  will  be 
entitled  to  it  in  her  own  right  {u);  and,  by  continuing  in  pos* 
session,  will  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  rent,  and  performance 
of  conditions  (<r) ;  but  not  to  an  action  of  covenant  (y).  By 
renouncing  the  lease  on  her  husband's  death,  which  she  is 
competent  to  do,  notwithstanding  his  previous  assent,  she 
may  absolve  herself  personally  from  the  lessor's  claims  (z). 
In  an  early  case  (a),  where  a  lease  was  made  to  B.  and  his 


(o)  2  Bla.  Com.  193. 
'   Ip)  Rol.  Ab.  Baron  &  Feme,  (Z), 
pi.  2.  (C),pl.  1. 

(g)  Bro.  Ab.  Dette,  pL  217. 

(r)  Bro.  Ab.  Agreement,  pL  6.  Dette, 
pi.  217. 

(«)  RoL  Ab.  Baron  &  Feme,  (F), 
pL  1.  2.  (6),  pL  4.     Co.  Lit.  351,  a. 

(0  Wallia  V,  Hairiaon,  5  Mees.  & 
Wei  142;  S.  C.  7  DowL  Prac.  Ca.  395; 
2  Horn  &  Hurl.  65. 

(tt)  Butler  V,  Swinerton,  Cro.  Jac. 
657;  S.C.  Palm.  339;  2  Rol.  286.  And 


Bee  Dembyn  v.  Brown,  Mo.  887;  S.  C. 
nom.  Browne  r.  Dunnery,  Hob.  208. 
Anon.  Cro.  Eliz.  61.  Temple  v.  Tem- 
ple, Cro.  EHz.  791. 

(x)  Kirton  v.  Eliott,  2  Bulstr.  69. 
Anon.  BrownL  &  Gold.  31.  RoL  Ab. 
Baron  Sl  Feme,  (Z),  pL  2. 

(^)  Anon.  Brownl.  &  Grold.  31 . 

(2)  Kirton  v.  Eliott,  2  Bulstr.  69. 
Co.  Lit  3,  a. 

(a)  Coxe's  case,  Jenk.  Cent.  279, 
case  1. 
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wife  for  years^  if  B.  and  His  wife  or  their  son  should  so  long 
live^  and  B.  and  his  son  died^  the  court  held  that  the  wife 
was  entitled  by  survivorship ;  for  the  word  or  amounted  to  a 
disjunctive^  it  being  immaterial  whether  it  was  placed  firsts 
last^  or  in  the  middle  of  the  sentence^  and  rendered  the  con- 
struction the  same  as  if  the  limitation  had  been  to  B.^  and 
his  wife^  if  he^  or  his  wife^  or  their  son^  should  live  so  long. 


Section  IV. — ^With  reference  to  oppice. 


I. — Corporations  in  general. 

Corporations  aggregate  or  sole  may  take  lands  or  other 
hereditaments  by  way  of  lease^  provided  they  do  not  contra- 
vene the  provisions  of  the  statutes  of  mortmain  (A).  What 
term  may  be  granted  without  incurring  the  penalty  of  for- 
feiture is  not  clearly  settled.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
Fourth,  it  was  argued  by  Nele  (c),  that  where  a  small  term 
was  recovered  or  given  to  a  man  of  religion,  as  twenty  or 
forty  years,  it  was  not  contrary  to  the  statute  De  Religions, 
though  it  was  otherwise  of  a  term  of  100  or  200  years,  on 
account  of  its  long  continuance  {d) ;  but  the  point  was  not 
judicially  noticed.  Brooke,  in  his  Abridgment  («),  has  a  query, 
whether  a  lease  for  100  years  would  amount  to  mortmain; 
but  he  says,  it  seems  not,  for  it  is  a  usual  time;  but  99 
years  (/)  would  not,  for  they  are  very  usual.  He  makes 
no  doubt  that  a  lease  to  a  religious  person  for  400  years,  or 
for  100  years,  and  so  firom  a  hundred  years  to  a  hundred  years 
until  800  years  should  have  elapsed,  would  be  within  the 

(b)  7  £.  1.  Stat.  2.  c.  1,  called  the  Yiner's  Abridgment,  Mortnuun,  (B) 
Btatate  De  Bdigums,     15  R.  2.  c.  5.  pi.  21,  and  marginal  note,  the  case  does 

(c)  He  was  not  elevated  to  the  bench      not  appear  to  be  correctly  stated. 

till  about  twenty  years  afterwards.  (/)  Printed    in    the    Abridgment 

(d)  3  E.  4.  p.  13.  pi.  8.  Bro.  Ab.  iiii.  XT*  X^Xl  ""d  signifying  99,  that  is, 
Mortmaine,  pi.  27.  four  twenties  and  nineteen.    And  see 

(«)  Bro.  Ab.  Mortmaine,  pi.  39.    In      4  H.  6.  9.  [B],  1.  2  Rol.  170. 
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statute  De  ReRgtosis{g)',  but  he  says^  that  if  a  man  make  a 
lease  for  100  years^  or  the  like^  and  covenant  that  he  or  his 
heirs,  at  the  end  of  the  100  years^  will  make  another  lease 
for  another  hundred  years,  and  so  on,  this  is  not  mortmain, 
because  it  is  but  a  lease  for  100  years,  and  the  rest  is  bat  a 
covenant  (A). 

In  a  recent  case  (i),  it  was  admitted  that  a  lease  of  tithes  to 
the  principal,  fellows,  and  scholars  of  Jesus  College,  in  the 
University  of  Oxford,  for  twenty-one  years,  was  not  within 
the  statute  of  mortmain. 

A  lease  cannot  be  made  to  a  corporation  otherwise  than  by 
deed(A:). 

If  the  corporation  be  aggregate,  the  interest,  thoi^h  for  a 
term  of  years,  will  go  to  their  successors  (/) ;  but  a  lease  for  years 
granted  to  a  bishop  will,  on  his  death,  devolve  on  his  execu- 
tors in  autre  droit  (m).  So,  if  a  lease  be  granted  to  a  bishop  or 
a  parson  and  a  layman,  they  will  be  joint  tenants,  the  bishop 
or  parson  taking  in  his  individual,  and  not  his  corporate 
capacity  (n).  By  custom,  however,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Chamberlain  of  the  City  of  London,  a  chattel  term  may 
go  in  succession  (o), 

A  lease  to  a  corporation  aggregate  for  the  life  of  the  lessor, 
confers  a  good  estate  for  life,  as  the  life  of  the  lessor,  which 
is  wearing  and  will  determine,  is  the  measure  of  its  continu- 
ance ;  but  a  lease  to  a  corporation  aggregate  for  their  own 
lives,  being  equal  to  a  grant  made  to  them  while  they  con- 
tinue a  body  politic,  that  is,  in  contemplation  of  law,  for  ever, 
by  reason  of  the  perpetual  succession  of  its  members,  confers 
not  an  estate  for  life,  but  a  fee-simple  {p). 

Although,  in  general,  corporations  may  dispose  of  their 


(jf)  Bro.  Ab.  Mortmaine,  pi.  39.  (m)  Co.  Lit.  46,  b.    Bac  Ab.  Cor- 

(k)  Ibid.    Yin.  Ab.  Mortmain,  (B),  porations,  (£),  4. 

pL  72.    And  see  ante,  p.  113.  (n)  Co.  Lit  190,  a. 

(t)  Jemis  College  v.  Gibbs,  1  Yo.  &  (o)  Bac.  Ab.  Corpomtions,  (E),  4. 

Col.  Exch.  145.  n.  (c),  7th  ed.    Fulwood's  case,  4  Co. 

(Jc)  Predynian  v.  Wodry,  Cro.  Jac  64,  b.  65,  a. 

109.  (p)  Bac.  Ab.  Corporation,  (E),  1. 

(0  Bac.  Ab.  Corporations,  (E),  4.  Rol.  Ab.  Estate,  (K). 
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lands  to  any  individual  member,  the  capacity  of  a  corpora- 
tion, and  its  constituent  members,  as  individuals,  being  dis^ 
tinct  {q) ;  yet  a  dean  cannot  take  a  lease  from  the  chapter, 
nor  one  of  the  chapter  firom  the  dean  and  the  rest  of  the 
chapter;  as  the  dean  and  chapter  must  all  concur  in  grant- 
ing a  valid  lease  (r) ;  though  it  was  determined  by  the  same 
case  («),  that  any  of  the  prebendaries  (/)  might  take  a  lease 
from  the  dean  and  chapter,  the  prebendaries  not  being  an 
integral  part  of  the  corporation. 

In  like  manner,  if  a  corporation  a^regate  consist  of  two 
bailiffs  and  burgesses,  one  of  the  bailiffs  and  the  burgesses  in 
their  corporate  capacity  cannot  make  an  effectual  lease  to  the 
other  bailiff  in  his  natural  capacity;  the  bailiffs  constituting 
but  one  officer,  and  neither  being  competent  to  act  without 
the  other  (tf). 

Nor  can  a  corporation  sole,  as  a  bishop  or  a  parson,  in  his 
corporate  capacity,  make  a  lease  to  himself  in  his  individual 
capacity  {ai). 


II. — The  Crottm,  and  Us  Officers. 

However  incompatible  it  may  appear  with  the  principles  of 
tenure,  or  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  that  the  King  or  Queen 
should  hold  of  a  subject,  yet  from  several  cases  we  learn  that 
the  Monarch  may  be  a  lessee  for  life  or  years  (y),  though  not 
at  will  {z). 


(5)  1  Kyd  on  Corp.  180. 

(r)  Salter  v.  Groerenor,  8  Mod.  803. 

(«)  Ibid. 

(t)  All  the  members  of  chapter,  ex- 
cept the  dean,  m  erery  cat^iedral  and 
oollegpate  church  in  England,  and  in 
the  cathedral  chnrchee  of  St.  David 
and  Llandaff,  are  now  styled  "  Canons.** 
See  3  &  4  Vict  e.  113.  s.  1. 

(tt)  Salter  V.  Grosrenor,  sup.  By  a 
late  act,  5  &  6  W.  4.  c.  76,  to  provide 
for  the  regnlation  of  mimicipal  corpo- 
rations in  Eng^d  and  Wales,  the 
mmiidpal  corporations  named  in  sche- 


dules (A)  and  (B)  thereto  Are  to  be 
nniformly  styled  "  The  mayor,  alder- 
men, and  borgesses,  of  the  borough  of 
^.**     Sect.  6. 

(x)  Salter  v.  Groevenor,  sup. 

(y)  Warren  v.  Smith,  Cro.  Jac.  364 ; 
S.  C.  11  Co.  66.  77.  Lepur  v.  Wroth, 
1  Leon.  35.  Stillingfleet  v.  Parker,  6 
Mod.  248.  Rd.Ab.  Confirmation,  (H), 
pL  7.  Latch,  240.  Palm.  466.  And 
see  note  (c)  to  1  Scriv.  Cop.  132,  3rd 
ed. 

(z)  Stillingfleet  v.  Parker,  sup. 
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Leases^  however,  intended  to  be  granted  for  the  benefit  of 
the  crown  are  now  taken  in  the  names  of  commissioners  or 
trustees  appointed  under  the  statutes  of  10  Greo.  4.  c.  50,  and 
2  &  3  Wm.  4.  c.  1,  whereby  the  comimssioners  of  her  Majesty^s 
woods,  forests,  land  revenues,  works,  and  buildings  (a),  are 
empowered  to  take  on  behalf  of  her  Majesty,  her  heirs  or 
successors,  of  any  person  or  persons,  or  body  or  bodies  politic, 
or  corporate,  or  collegiate,  any  lease  of  any  manors,  messuages, 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  for  such  period,  at  such 
rent,  and  with  or  without  any  fine,  and  subject  to  such  coye- 
nants,  conditions,  and  provisions,  and  on  such  terms,  and 
to  enter  into  such  contracts  for  that  purpose,  as  to  the  com- 
missioners shall  seem  proper  (6). 

They  are  also  empowered  (c)  to  purchase  of  any  person,  &c., 
any  lease  or  term  of  years,  which  may  be  then  subsisting  in 
any  manors,  Sec.,  whether  the  same  shall  or  shall  not  be  a 
part  or  parts  of  the  possessions  and  land  revenues  of  the 
crown  to  which  the  act  relates  ((f),  and  to  enter  into  such 
contracts  for  that  purpose  as  to  them  shall  seem  proper. 

In  every  case  where  any  lease  shall  be  taken  by  them,  and 
in  every  case  where  any  lease,  not  being  a  lease  of  part  of  the 
possessions  and  land  revenues  of  the  crown  to  which  the  act 
relates,  shall  be  purchased  or  taken  in  exchange,  they  must 
cause  such  lease  to  be  granted  or  assigned,  as  the  case  may 
be,  to  a  trustee  or  trustees  for  her  Majesty,  her  heirs  and 
successors ;  and  they  are  directed  to  indemnify  such  trustees 
respectively,  and  their  heirs,  &c.,  from  the  rents  and  cove- 


(a)  All  acte  required,  directed,  or 
permitted  to  be  done  by  the  commiB- 
Bioners,  may  be  done  by  any  two  of 
them:  10  Geo.  4.  c  60.  b.  16.  2  &  3 
W.  4.  c.  1.  8.  10.  See  ante,  p.  188. 
.    (6)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  s.  47. 

(c)  10  Geo.  4.  e.  50.  s.  48. 

(<i)  The  poflflesdons  and  land  reve- 
nues of  the  crown  to  which  the  act 
relates  comprise  all  honoursy  hnndredsy 
castles,  lordships,  manors,  forests, 
chases,  woods,  parks,  messuages,  lands, 
tithes,  fisheries,  franchises,  services, 


rents,  and  other  land  revenues,  posses- 
sions, tenements,  and  hereditaments 
whatBoever,(advowsons  of  dmrchesand 
vicarages  only  excepted,)  which  belong 
or  hereafter  shall  belong  to  her  Ma- 
jesty, her  heirs  or  sncoeesorsy  within 
the  ordering  and  survey  of  the  coort 
of  Exchequer  in  England  or  Wales,  in 
Ireland,  in  the  Isle  of  Man  and  its 
dependencies,  and  the  Isle  of  Aldemey, 
whether  in  possession,  remainder,  or 
reversion.    See  sect  8  of  the  act. 
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nants  in  such  leases  respectively  reserved  and  contained,  and 
on  the  part  of  the  lessees  to  be  paid  observed  and  performed  {e) . 

And  in  every  case  in  which  any  subsisting  lease  of  any 
part  of  the  possessions  and  land  revenues  of  the  crown  to 
which  the  act  relates  shall  be  purchased  or  taken  in  exchange 
by  the  commissioners,  or  shall  have  been  contracted  for  under 
any  of  the  acts  thereby  repealed,  they  may  either  cause  the 
same  to  be  surrendered,  in  order  that  they  may  merge,  or 
cause  them  to  be  assigned  to  any  trustee  or  trustees  for  her 
Majesty,  her  heirs  or  successors,  to  be  kept  on  foot  distinct 
from  the  inheritance  (/). 

And  it  is  provided  {ff),  that  no  purchase,  except  where  the 
money  shall  not  exceed  100/.,  shall  be  made  by  the  commis- 
sioners without  the  previous  authority  of  the  lord  high  trea- 
surer or  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury  for  the  time 
being  {h),  to  be  signified  by  some  warrant  under  hand.  Such 
authority,  however,  may  be  given  either  generally  for  any  par- 
ticular class  of  cases,  or  for  any  particular  purchase,  and  either 
with  or  without  any  condition  or  restriction,  as  to  the  lord 
high  treasurer  or  commissioners  may  seem  meet. 

For  the  purpose  of  carrying  such  purchases  into  effect,  the 
act  empowers  all  bodies  politic  or  corporate,  ecclesiastical  or 
civU,  and  all  trustees  for  the  time  being,  possessed  of  or  entitled 
to  any  leases  or  terms  of  years,  or  any  manors,  lordships,  &c., 
which  the  commissioners  shall  be  desirous  of  purchasing,  and 
for  all  tenants  for  any  interest  short  of  an  absolute  interest 
therein,  and  for  the  guardians  or  guardian,  or  committees  or 
committee,  of  any  person  interested  therein  who  shall  be  an 
infant,  lunatic,  idiot,  or  otherwise  incapacitated,  to  contract 
with  the  commissioners  for  the  absolute  sale  of  such  leases, 
terms,  manors,  &c.,  and  to  assign,  convey,  or  surrender  the 
same  accordingly  (i). 

(e)  10  Geo.  4,  c.  50.  s.  49.  sioners  of  tlie  Treasury,  may  be  done 

(/)  Sect.  50.  by  any  three  of  them.     10  Geo.  4.  c  50. 

(ff)  Sect.  60.  s.  16.    See  ante,  p.  188.9. 
{h)  AU  acts  required,  directed,  or  (t)  Sect  53. 

permitted  to  be  done  by  the  Ck»mmi8- 

VOL.  I.  N  N 
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Where  any  purchase  shall  be  made  from  any  body  politic, 
corporate,  or  collegiate,  or  person  under  incapacity,  or  not 
having  power  to  sell  except  under  this  provision,  the  value  of 
the  property  purchased  shall  be  ascertained  by  two  able  prac- 
tical surveyors,  one  to  be  nominated  by  the  oommissioBerB, 
and  the  other  by  the  body  politic  or  corporate^  or  person^  con- 
tracting to  sell ;  and  if  such  two  surveyors  shall  not  agree  in 
their  valuation,  then  by  such  third  surveyor  as  the  two  shall 
nominate;  and  each  of  the  two,  if  they  shall  agree  in  and 
make  their  valuation,  or  if  not,  the  surveyor  so  to  be  nominated 
by  them,  are  to  verify  the  survey  and  valuation  on  oath,  or 
(being  one  of  the  people  called  Quakers,)  on  a£Snnation,  to 
be  subscribed  by  him,  and  taken  before  and  certified  by  any 
justice  of  the  peace  or  magistrate  in  a  form  provided  by  the 
act  {k) ;  and  the  price  or  consideration  to  be  paid  or  given  far 
such  purchase  shall  in  no  case  be  less  than  the  sum  at  which 
the  same  shall  be  valued  in  such  survey  (/). 

And  in  all  other  cases,  before  the  making  of  any  purchaae, 
a  like  survey  and  estimate  of  the  hereditaments  proposed  to  be 
purchased  shall  be  taken  as  is  required  in  cases  of  grants  of 
leases  by  the  commissioners  (m),  unless  from  the  circumstances 
before  mentioned  (»),  such  survey  shall  be  deemed  inexpe- 
dient (o). 

All  deeds  or  instruments  by  which  any  estates,  &c.j  in 
England  or  Wales  shall  be  purchased  under  the  act,  are  sub- 
ject to  the  same  regulations  with  regard  to  enrolment,  and 
proof  of  enrolment,  as  are  applicable  to  leases  granted  by  the 
commissioners  (p). 

And  the  66th  section  of  10  Geo.  4,  and  the  25th  &  28th 
sections  of  2  &  3  W.  4,  declare  {q),  that  every  conveyance, 
deed,  or  instrument,  whereby  any  term  of  years  in  heredita- 
ments in  England  or  Wales  shall  be  assigned  to  her  Majesty, 
her  heirs  or  successors,  or  to  a  trustee  or  trustees  for  her 

(k)  10  G«o.  4.  c.  50.  8.  61.  (p)  10  Geo.  4.  e.  60.  b.  63.    2  &  3 

(0  Sect.  64.  W.  4.  c.  1.  as.  13. 16. 21.  22.    And  see 

(m)  See  ante,  p.  189.  ante,  p.  196-7. 
(«)  See  ante,  p.  189.  (q)  10  Geo.  4.  e.  50.  8.  66;  2  &  3 

(o)  Sectioofi  61  and  62.  W.  4.  c.  1.  bb.  26  &  28. 
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Majesty^  her  heirs  or  successors^  shall^  when  so  enrolled,  with- 
ut  any  enrolment  or  acknowledgment  in  any  court  of  law 
or  equity,  or  any  registry  thereof,  be  as  good  as  if  the  same  had 
been  enrolled  in  any  of  her  Majesty's  courts  at  Westminster, 
or  as  if  a  memorial  had  been  entered  or  registered  in  the  office 
appointed  for  registering  of  deeds  and  other  oonyeyances  in 
the  county  or  counties  in  which  the  same  estates  or  any  of 
them  are  situate. 

If  the  premises  purchased  lie  in  Ireland,  the  commissioners 
must  cause  dupHcates  of  all  conveyances,  deeds,  or  instru- 
ments, by  which  they  are  purchased  or  taken  in  exchange  to 
be  transBoitted  to  the  office  of  record  in  Ireland  in  which  the 
original  rentals  or  rent  rolls  of  the  Queen's  rents  shall  be 
preserved;  and  every  such  duplicate  must  be  there  preserved, 
and  be  and  remain  of  record  among  the  other  records  and 
muniments  preserved  in  such  office  (r). 

And  every  such  conveyance,  deed,  or  instrument  of  pre- 
mises in  Ireland,  without  any  enrolment  in  any  court  of  law  or 
equity,  or  any  registry  thereof,  is  declared  to  be  as  good  as  if 
the  same  had  been  enrolled  in  any  of  her  Majesty's  courts  at 
Dublin,  or  as  if  a  memorial  had  been  entered  or  registered  in 
the  office  appointed  for  registering  deeds  and  other  convey- 
ances of  lands  and  tenements  in  Ireland  under  an  act  passed 
in  the  parliament  of  Ireland  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne  («). 

No  memorandum,  contract,  or  agreement,  to  be  made  or 
entered  into  by  or  with  the  commissioners  for  the  purchase 
or  exchange  of  any  estates,  &c.,  or  any  term  or  interest  therein, 
by  the  commissioners,  nor  any  deed,  receipt,  or  other  instru- 
ment, given,  granted,  entered  into,  executed,  or  made,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  any  such  purchase  or  exchange, 
or  which  shall  be  incidental  to,  or  connected  with,  any  such 
purchase  or  exchange,  nor  any  lease,  or  contract  for  any 
lease  or  leases,  nor  any  counterpart  of  any  lease  to  be 
entered  into,  made,  executed,  or  granted,  under  the  powers 
of  the  act,  shall  be  subject  or  liable  to  any  ad  valorem  or 

(r)  Sect.  70.  (*)  Sect.  72. 

N  N  2 
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other  stamp  duty  whatsoever  under  any  present  or  future 
act^  unless  the  same  be  specially  subjected  thereto  by  such 
future  act  (/). 

The  17th  section  of  the  act  exempts  the  commissioners 
firom  all  personal  responsibility  in  respect  of  leases  or  pur- 
chases taken  on  behalf  of  the  crown  (if). 

The  annual  report  which  the  commissioners  are  directed  to 
make(^)  is  to  include  such  leases  and  purchases  as  they  shall 
have  taken  and  made  on  behalf  of  her  Majesty  during  the 
preceding  year. 

We  have  already  (y)  had  occasion  to  advert  to  the  union^ 
by  2  W.  4.  c.  1,  of  the  office  of  the  surveyor-general  of  her 
Majesty^s  works  and  public  buildings  to  the  office  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  woods^  forests^  and  land  revenues; 
the  commissioners  being  caUed^  "  The  Commissioners  of 
her  Majesty^s  woods^  forests^  land  revenues^  works^  and 
buildings '';  and  we  have  also  seen  {z),  thai,  by  the  statute  of 
2  &  8  W.  4.  c.  112,  the  hereditary  land  revenues  of  the 
Crown  in  Scotland  were  placed  under  the  management  of  the 
same  commissioners.  The  powers  conferred  by  this  act  were 
enlarged  in  the  next  session  of  parliament^  by  investing  the 
commissioners  with  the  same  powers  with  regard  to  lands  in 
Scotland,  as  they  enjoyed  with  regard  to  lands  in  England  (a), 
and,  consequently,  of  taking  leases  of  lands  in  Scotland^  on 
behalf  of  the  Crown,  according  to  the  47th  and  other  sections 
of  the  act  of  George  the  4th  (i) ;  though,  instead  of  the  enrol- 
ment there  prescribed,  the  commissioners  are  to  cause  dupli- 
cates of  all  such  leases  to  be  recorded  or  roistered  in  the 
office  of  Chancery  of  Scotland,  and  a  minute  or  docket  of 
such  leases  to  be  entered  and  preserved  in  their  own  office  (c). 

It  is  further  provided  {d),  that  every  conveyance,  deed,  or 

(0  Sect  77.  5  &  6  W.  4.  c  58.    And  see  ante, 

(«)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  s.  17.  And      p.  206. 

see  ante,  p.  199.  (6)  10  Qeo.  4.  c  60.  s.  47;  and  see 

(x)  10  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  s.  125.  Ante,      ante,  p.  544. 

p.  200-1.  (c)  3  &  4  W.  4.  c.  69.  a.  7.    And  we 

Of)  Ante,  p.  187-8.  alao  aect  8;  and  ante,  p.  207. 

(z)  Ante,  p.  204.  (d)^SeciL  9. 

(a)  3  &  4  W.  4.  c.  69;  amended  by 
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other  document^  whereby  any  lands  or  other  heritable  pro- 
perty or  subjects  to  which  the  act  relates,  or  any  term  of 
years  or  interest  therein,  shall  be  conveyed  or  leased  to  her 
Majesty,  her  heirs  or  successors,  or  to  a  trustee  or  trustees 
for  her  Majesty,  her  heirs  or  successors,  under  the  authority 
of  the  act,  shall,  without  any  other  inrobnent  or  registration 
thereof  than  in  the  office  of  chancery  in  Scotland,  be  of  the 
like  force  in  favor  of  her  Majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors, 
as  if  the  same  had  been  or  was  inrolled  or  registered  in  the 
books  of  council  and  session,  or  in  the  general  or  special 
register  of  sasines  in  the  county,  shire,  or  stewartry,  within 
which  the  lands  or  other  heritable  property  or  subjects  shall 
be  situate. 

Provided  (a),  that  a  note  or  memorandum  of  every  such 
conveyance,  deed,  or  other  document,  setting  forth  the  date 
thereof,  the  names  of  the  disponer  or  granter,  and  disponee 
or  grantee,  and  the  leading  names  of  the  lands  or  heritages, 
and  of  the  county  or  counties  wherein  the  same  are  situated, 
shall,  within  fourteen  days  after  the  execution  thereof,  or  as 
soon  thereafter  as  possible,  be  entered  by  the  grantee  in  the 
minute  book  of  the  register  of  sasines  at  Edinburgh,  of 
the  date  on  which  such  note  or  memorandum  is  presented, 
and  also  upon  the  margin  of  the  entry  in  the  register  of 
sasines,  general  or  particular,  of  the  last  instrument  of  sasine 
in  the  property  of  the  lands  or  heritages  alienated,  recorded 
in  such  register;  and  that  such  entries  shall  be  so  made 
without  fee  or  reward  payable  therefor. 


III. — Ecclesiastical  bodies. 

By  an  act  passed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth  (/),  all 
spiritual  persons,  secular  and  regular,  and  of  what  degree 
soever,  were  prohibited  &om  taking  to  farm  any  manors, 
lands,  tenements,  or  other  hereditaments,  for  term  of  life, 
for  term  of  years,  or  at  will,  under  a  penalty  of  101.  for  every 

(c)  Sect  10.  (/)  21  Hen.  8.  c.  13. 
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month  of  their  occupation.  And  though  in  the  reign  of 
George  the  Third  the  severity  of  this  prohibition  was  relaxed 
by  an  act  {g),  which  empowered  spiritual  persons  not  having 
sufficient  or  convenient  glebe  in  right  of  their  benefices  to 
take  to  farm^  for  a  limited  term  of  years^  lands^  tenements, 
or  hereditaments^  with  the  consent  of  the  bishop  of  the  diocese, 
without  being  liable  to  the  penalties  of  the  act  of  Henry  the 
8th,  it  was  afterwards  thought  advisable  to  restrain  all  spi* 
ritual  persons  having  or  holding  any  dignity,  prebend,  canonry, 
benefice,  or  any  stipendiary  curacy  or  lectureship,  firom  taking 
to  farm  for  occupation  more  than  eighty  aeres  without  the 
consent  of  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  (A) ;  a  restraint  continned 
by  a  late  act  of  parliament  (i),  which  provides  {k),  that  it  shaO 
not  be  lawful  for  any  spiritual  person  holding  any  cathedral 
preferment  or  benefice,  or  any  curacy  or  lectureship,  or  who 
shall  be  licensed  or  otherwise  allowed  to  perform  the  duties 
of  any  ecclesiastical  office  whatever,  to  take  to  farm,  for  occu- 
pation by  himself,  by  lease,  grant,  words,  or  otherwise^  for 
term  of  life,  or  oi  years,  or  at  will,  any  lands  exceeding  eighty 
acres  in  the  whole,  for  the  purpose  of  occupying  or  using  or 
cultivating  the  same,  without  the  permissiou  in  writing  of  the 
bishop  of  the  diocese  specially  given  for  that  purpose  under 
his  hand ;  and  that  every  such  permission  to  any  spiritual 
person  to  take  to  fieain  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  any  greater 
quantity  of  land  than  eighty  acres  shall  specify  the  number 
of  years,  not  exceeding  seven,  for  which  such  permission  is 
given ;  and  that  every  such  spiritual  person  who  shall  with- 
out such  permission  so  take  to  farm  any  greater  quantity  of 
land  than  eighty  acres  shall  forfeit  for  every  acre  of  land 
above  eighty  acres  so  taken  to  &rm  the  sum  of  forty  shillings 
for  each  year  during  or  in  which  he  shall  so  occupy,  use, 
or  cultivate,  such  land  contrary  to  the  provision  therein 
aforesaid. 


(ff)  43  Geo.  3.  c.  84.  s.  4,  amraded  (t)  1  &  2  Vict,  c  106,  which 

by  43  Geo.  3.  c.  109.  21  Hen.  8.  c,  13;  and  57  Geo.  3.  c.  99, 

(h)  57  Geo.  3.  o.  99,  repealing  21  except  so  ikr  as  the  btter  act  x«pealed 

Hen.  8.  c.  13,  and  43  Geo.  3.  cc.  84  and  any  other. 

^^^'  (Jc)  Sect  28. 
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The  term  benefice,  as  used  in  this  act^  signifies  benefice 
with  cure  of  souls,  and  no  other,  and  comprehends  all  parishes, 
perpetual  curacies,  donatives,  endowed  public  chapeb,  paro- 
chial chapehies,  and  chapelries  or  districts  belonging,  or 
reputed  to  belong,  or  annexed,  or  reputed  to  be  annexed,  to 
any  church  or  chapel  [I) . 

It  has  been  held,  that  a  lease  to  a  spiritual  person,  contrary 
to  21  Hen.  8.  c.  13,  was  not  void  {m) ;  though  a  court  of  equity 
would  not  lend  its  aid  to  enforce  a  specific  performance  of  a 
contract  for  such  a  lease  (n).  From  the  similarity  of  the  lan- 
guage in  the  two  acts,  it  is  submitted  that  the  cases  cited  are 
applicable  to  the  act  of  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  106. 

The  act  of  Henry  the  8th  extended  to  manors,  lands,  tene- 
ments, or  other  hereditaments ;  but  the  act  of  her  Majesty  is 
confined  to  lands;  and,  hence,  there  is  no  restriction  against 
ecclesiastical  persons  taking  a  lease  of  tithes. 


IV. — Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  and  others  connected  with 

the  Management  of  the  Poor. 

Leases  of  this  description  are  for  aU  practical  purposes 
regulated  by  act  of  parliament. 

By  9  Geo.  1.  c.  7  (o),  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  in  any  parish,  town,  township,  or  place,  were  empow- 
ered (p),  with  the  consent  of  the  major  part  of  the  parish- 
ioners or  inhabitants,  assembled  in  manner  therein  mentioned, 
to  purchase  or  hire  any  house  in  the  same  parish,  township, 
or  place,  and  to  keep,  maintain,  and  employ,  the  poor  there. 

And  by  59  Geo.  3.  c.  12  (g),  the  churchwardens  and  over- 

(/)  Sect  124.    The  theory  of  our  (n)  Morris  v,  Preston,  sup. 

ecclesiastical  constitution  knows  not  (o)  9  Geo.  1.  c  7,  entitled  ^  An  act 

the  character  of  a  clergyman  imem-  for  amending  the  laws  relating  to  the 

ployed.      He   must  either   be  bene-  settlement,  employment,  and  relief  of 

ficed,  or  a  curate  with  a  stipend;  per  the  poor." 
Lord  Eldon,  C,  in  Morris  v.  Preston,  (p)  Sect  4. 

7  Ves.  554.  Iq)  59  Geo.  3.  c.  12,  entitled  '<  An 

(ill)  Woodley  v.  James,  3  Dy.  358,  a.  act  to  amend  the  laws  for  the  relief  of 

Hitchcock  V.  ThurUmd,  3  Leon.  122.  the  poor." 
But  see  Morris  v,  Preston,  7  Ves.  546. 
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seers  in  any  parish  not  having  a  workhouse  for  the  poor 
thereof^  or  an  insufficient  or  inconvenient  workhouse,  were 
empowered  {r),  by  the  direction  of  the  inhabitants  in  vestry 
assembled,  to  build  in  the  parish  a  suitable  workhouse,  and 
to  purchase,  or  take  on  lease,  any  ground  within  the  pariah 
for  the  purpose  of  such  building ;  or  {s),  by  the  direction  of 
the  inhabitants  so  assembled,  to  purchase  or  hire  any  suitable 
and  convenient  house  or  building  for  the  purpose,  in  any 
adjoining  parish,  with  the  consent  of  two  or  more  justices; 
so  that  such  house  or  building  should  not  be  situate  more 
than  three  miles  from  the  parish  for  which  the  same  should  be 
purchased  or  hired. 

They  were  also  empowered  (/),  with  the  consent  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  parish  in  vestry  assembled,  to  hire  and 
take  on  lease,  for  and  on  account  of  the  parish,  any  suitable 
portion  or  portions  of  land  within  or  near  to  the  parish,  not 
exceeding  twenty  acres  in  the  whole;  and  to  employ  the 
poor  in  the  cultivation  thereof  on  account  of  the  parish. 

And  it  was  provided  (u),  that  all  buildings,  lands,  and  here- 
ditaments, which  should  be  purchased,  hired,  or  taken  on 
lease,  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any 
parish,  by  the  authority  and  for  any  of  the  purposes  of  the 
act,  should  be  conveyed,  demised,  and  assured,  to  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  every  such  parish  respect- 
ively,  and  their  successors,  in  trust  for  the  parish;  and  such 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  and  their  successors 
were  thereby  empowered  to  accept,  take,  and  hold,  in  the 
nature  of  a  body  corporate,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  parish, 
all  such  buildings,  lands,  and  hereditaments,  and  also  all 
other  buildings,  lands,  and  hereditaments,  belonging  to  such 
parish  (07). 

And  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  22  (}eo.  3  (y),  more  parti- 
cularly noticed  hereafter  {z),  for  enabling  bodies  politic,  cor- 

(r)  Sect  8.  tion  of  this  clause  will  be  found,  ante, 

(*)  Sect  10.  p.  321. 

(t)  Sect  12.  (y)  22  Geo.  3.  c.  83. 

(u)  Sect  17.  (z)  Post,  p.  554,  where  the  prori- 

(x)  Some  remarks  on  the  construe-  sions  are  fully  set  out. 
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porate^  trustees^  guardians^  and  incapacitated  persons^  to  con* 
tract  for  the  sale  of^  and  to  convey  and  lease^  lands^  &c.^ 
for  the  purposes  in  that  act  expressed^  were  extended  (a)  to 
lands^  &c.^  to  be  purchased  hired  or  taken^  for  the  purposes 
and  under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  59  Gteo.  3. 

The  twenty  acres  so  aUowed  to  be  taken  were  extended  to 
fifty  by  1  &  2  W,  4.  c.  42  (J). 

It  is  to  be  observed^  that  churchwardens  and  overseers  are 
not,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  59  Geo.  3.  c.  12,  a  proper  body 
corporate,  with  all  the  legal  incidents  and  restrictions  belong- 
ing to  such  a  body  by  the  common  law;  and,  therefore,  a 
d^nise  to  them  is  sufficient  to  vest  property  in  them  on  behalf 
of  the  parish  by  their  assent  and  entry,  without  any  accept- 
ance by  them  by  an  instrument  under  the  common  seal  of 
the  supposed  corporation,  as  is  necessary  in  the  case  of  a 
proper  corporation  according  to  the  rules  of  the  common 
law  (c). 

It  is  also  observable,  that  this  statute  (59  Oeo.  3.  c.  12,) 
applies  to  those  cases  only  where  the  rents  are  applicable 
solely  to  parochial  purposes  which  are  under  the  control  of 
the  parish  officers.  And,  therefore,  if  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  take  a  lease  of  land  jointly  with  other  persons,  as, 
with  the  surveyors  of  the  highways,  the  terms  of  the  statute 
are  not  compHed  with,  as  the  land  cannot  be  managed  by 
them  exclusively  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  when  other  persons 
have  the  legal  estate  jointly  with  them,  and  might  apply  part 
of  the  land  to  other  purposes.  The  lessees  would,  therefore, 
be  personally  liable  for  rent ;  the  statute,  under  such  circum- 
stances, not  transferring  that  liability  to  their  successors  in 
office  {d). 

But  it  is  competent  for  any  one  churchwarden  or  overseer 
under  the  act  to  make  or  order  a  distress  to  be  made  without 

(a)  Sect  IB.  (c)  Smith  v.  Adkins, 8  Mees.  &  Wei. 

(h)  1  &  2  W.  4.  c.  42,  entiUed  «  An  862 ;  S.  C.  1  Dowl.  Prac.  Ca.  N.  S. 

act  to  amend  an  act  of  the  59th  year  129. 

of  his  majesty  King  George  the  3rd  (d)  Uthwatt  v,  Elkina,  13  Mees.  & 

for  the  relief  and  employment  of  the  Wei.  772. 
poor." 


554  OF  THB  CONTRACTING  PABTIE8.  [Pabt  III. 

calling  a  meeting  of  all^  and  having  the  authority  of  the  ma- 
jority of  those  present  (c). 

By  22  Geo.  8.  c.  88  (/),  which  authorised  the  miion  or 
incorporation  of  parishes  and  townships  for  the  better  relief 
and  employment  of  the  poor^  every  guardian  of  the  poor 
appointed  in  the  manner  thereby  prescribed  {ff),  was  in- 
vested (A)  with  the  powers  and  authorities  given  to  overseers 
of  the  poor  by  any  other  act  of  parliament^  and  was  declared 
to  be  to  all  intents  and  purposes^  except  with  regard  to  the 
making  and  collecting  of  rates^  an  overseer  of  the  poor  for 
the  parish  or  township  for  which  he  should  be  so  appointed 
guardian.     And  the  guardians  of  the  poor  of  the  several 
parishes^  townships^  and  places^  adopting  the  provisions  of 
the  act  were  directed  (A)  to  provide  a  suitable  and  convenient 
house^  with  proper  buildings  and  accommodations  thereto, 
when  wanted,  either  by  erecting  new  ones  on  land  to  be  pur- 
chased or  rented  by  them  for  that  purpose,  altering  old  ones, 
or  hiring  buildings  for  the  purpose;  and  to  fit  up  and  dispose 
of  the  same  with  the  advice  and  approbation  of  the  visitor,  if 
any,  to  be  appointed  in  manner  thereby  prescribed  (t),  in  such 
manner  as  should  be  most  conducive  to  the  general  purposes 
of  the  act;  but  it  was  declared (/),  that  no  agreement  for 
renting  a  house  should  be  for  a  longer  term  than  twenty-one 
years,  unless  the  guardian  or  guardians  should  have  an  option 
of  vacating  it  at  the  end  of  that  term  on  giving  twelve  months' 
notice  in  writing  of  his  or  their  intention  so  to  do ;  nor  for  a 
shorter  term  than  three  years ;  the  rents  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
poor  rates. 

It  was  also  provided  {k),  that  the  visitor  and  guardian  for 
the  time  being  of  every  parish,  township,  and  place,  or  of  the 
several  parishes,  townships,  and  places,  after  having  adopted 


(e)  Gouldsworihv.KiiightSy  llMees.  Geo.  3.  c.  9;  and  4  &  6  W.  4.  e.  76. 

&  Wei.  337.  8B.  37  and  41. 

(/)  22  Geo.  3.  e.  83,  entiUed  « An  (h)  Sect  17. 

act  for  the  better  relief  and  employ-  (i)  Sect.  10.    And  see  4  &  5  W.  4. 

ment  of  the  poor",  amended  by  1  &  2  c.  76.  sb.  87  and  41. 

Geo.  4.  c.  56.  {J)  Sect  19.  and  ached.  No.  4. 

(g)  Sections  3  and  7.    And  sec  41  (Js)  Sect  21. 


r 


I 
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'  the  provisions  of  the  act^  should  be  one  body  poUtic  and  cor- 

porate^ and  might  accept  take  and  hold^  by  purchase  or  lease^ 
any  lands^  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  of  inheritance,  or  for 
'  lives,  or  years,  or  for  years  determinable  on  the  death  of  any 

I  life  or  lives,  not  exceeding  in  any  city  or  town  one  acre,  and 

not  exceeding  in  the  open  country  twenty  acres,  of  statute 
measure,  for  the  site  of  a  house  or  houses  to  be  built,  and  for 
lands  to  be  occupied  for  the  purposes  of  the  act. 

And  all  bodies  politic,  corporate,  or  collegiate,  corporations 
aggregate  or  sole,  husbands,  guardians,  trustees,  feoffees  in 
trust,  committees,  executors,  administrators,  and  all  other 
trustees  whatsoever,  not  only  for  and  on  behalf  of  themselves, 
their  heirs  and  successors,  but  also  for  and  on  behalf  of  their 
cestuis  que  trust,  whether  infants,  issue  unborn,  lunatics, 
idiots,  femes  covert,  or  other  person  or  persons,  and  all  femes 
covert  who  were  or  should  be  seised,  possessed  of,  or  interested 
in,  any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  which  should  be 
necessary  to  be  purchased  or  rented  for  the  purposes  of  the 
act,  were  empowered  {I)  to  contract  for,  sell,  and  convey,  or 
lease  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  manner  therein  afore- 
said, not  exceeding  the  qxumtity  therein  aforesaid,  unto  the 
said  visitor  and  guardians,  their  successors  and  assigns,  or  to 
such  person  or  persons  as  they  should  nominate  and  appoint, 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  poor  house,  and  the  poor  per- 
sons within  such  parishes,  townships,  and  places,  respectively, 
and  for  all  other  the  purposes  of  the  act. 
The  twenty  acres  were  afterwards  (m)  extended  to  fifty. 
By  an  act  of  4  &  5  Wm.  4  (n),  the  administration  of  relief 
to  the  poor  throughout  England  and  Wales,  according  to 
the  then  existing  laws,  or  such  laws  as  should  be  in  force  at 
the  time  being,  was  subjected  to  the  direction  and  control 
of  the  poor  law  commissioners  for  England  and  Wales  (o). 


(0  Sect  22.  the  poor  in  England  and  Wales." 

(m)  1  &  2  W.  4.  e.  42.  88.  1  and  3.  (o)  Sections  1.2. 15.  See  also  sect. 49. 

»)  4  &  5  W.  4.  c.  76,  entitled  '*  An  Their  office  was  limited  to  five  years; 

act  for  the  amendment  and  better  ad-  bnt  was  continued  by  2  &  3  Vict,  c  83 ; 

ministration  of  the  laws  relating  to  3  &  4  Vict  c  42;  and  lately  by  5  &  6 
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And  it  was  enacted  (/>)  that^  except  where  otherwise  thereby 
provided^  all  the  powers  and  authorities  given  by  the  acts  of 
22  G^o.  3.  c.  83,  and  59  Geo.  3.  c.  12^  and  all  acts  for  amend- 
ing such  acts  respectively,  and  also  all  the  powers  and  autho- 
rities given  by  every  other  act  of  parliament^  general  as  well  as 
local,  for  or  relating  to  the  building,  altering,  or  enlarging,  of 
poorhouses  and  workhouses,  and  to  the  acquiring,  purchasing, 
hiring,  holding,  selling,  exchanging,  and  disposing  thereof,  or 
of  land  whereon  the  same  might  have  been  or  might  there- 
after be  erected,  and  of  preparing  such  houses  for  the  reception 
of  poor  persons,  and  the  dieting,  clothing,  employing,  and 
governing,  of  such  poor,  and  the  raising  or  borrowing  of  money 
for  any  of  such  purposes,  and  for  repaying  the  same,  and  all 
powers  of  regulating  and  conducting  all  other  workhouses 
whatsoever,  and  of  governing,  providing  for,  and  employing 
the  poor  therein,  and  all  powers  auxiliary  to  any  of  the  powers 
therein  aforesaid,  or  in  any  way  relating  to  the  relief  of  the 
poor,  should  in  fixture  be  exerdsed  by  the  persons  authorised 
by  law  to  exercise  the  same,  under  the  control  and  subject  to 
the  rules,  orders,  and  regulations  of  the  commissioners :  Pro- 
vided, that  nothing  therein  contained  should  be  construed  to 
give  the  commissioners,  or  the  assistant  commissioners,  any 
power  to  order  the  building,  purchasing,  hiring,  altering,  or 
enlarging  of  any  workhouse,  or  the  purchasing  or  hiring  of 
any  land  at  the  charge,  or  for  the  use,  of  any  parish  or  union, 
save  and  except  so  far  as  such  powers  were  expressly  thereby 
given. 

The  commissioners  were  empowered  (g),  firom  time  to  time, 
by  writing  under  their  hands  and  seal,  with  the  consent  in 
writing  of  a  majority  of  the  guardians  (r)  of  any  union  («),  or 


Vict  c.  57,  until  31  July,  1847,  and  to 
the  end  of  the  then  next  session  of 
parliament. 

{p)  Sect  21. 

(q)  Sect  23,  and  see  s.  25. 

(r)  By  sect  109,  it  was  declared 
that  the  word  guardian  should  be 
construed  to  mean  and  include  any 
visitor,  goremor,  director,  manager, 


acting  guardian,  vestryman,  or  other 
officer  in  a  parish  or  union,  appointed 
or  entitled  to  act  as  a  manager  of  the 
poor,  and  in  the  distribution  or  order- 
ing of  the  relief  to  the  poor  from  the 
poor-rate,  under  any  general  or  local 
act  of  parliament 

(t)  The  word  union  is  to  be  construed 
to  include  any  number  of  parishes 
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with  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  rate-pajers  and  owners 
of  property  entitled  to  vote  in  manner  thereafter  prescribed^ 
in  any  parish,  to  order  the  overseers  or  guardians  of  any  parish 
or  union  not  having  a  workhouse,  to  build  a  workhouse,  and 
to  purchase  or  hire  land  for  the  purpose  of  building  the  same 
thereon,  or  to  purchase  or  hire  a  workhouse,  or  any  building 
for  the  pujrpose  of  being  used  as,  or  converted  into,  a  work- 
house, and,  with  the  Uke  consent,  to  order  the  overseers  or 
guardians  of  any  parish  or  imion  having  a  workhouse,  or  any 
buildings  capable  of  being  converted  into  a  workhouse,  to 
enlarge  or  alter  the  same  in  such  manner  as  the  commissioners 
should  deem  most  proper  for  carrying  the  providons  of  the 
act  into  execution,  or  to  build,  hire,  or  purchase  any  addi- 
tional workhouse,  or  any  building  for  the  purpose  of  being 
used  as  or  converted  into  a  workhouse,  or  to  purchase  or  hire 
any  land  for  building  such  additional  workhouse  thereon,  as 
the  commissioners  should  deem  most  proper  for  carrying  the 
provisions  of  the  act  into  execution. 

By  5  &  6  W.  4.  c.  69  (^),  it  was  provided  (w),  that  all  the 
powers  and  authorities  by  the  act  of  59  Geo.  3.  c.  12,  given 
to  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  for  taking  land 
or  ground  into  their  hands,  and  for  purchasing,  hiring,  and 
taking  on  lease,  any  land,  should  be  exercised  (under  the 
control  and  subject  to  the  rules,  orders,  and  regulations,  of 
the  poor  law  commissioners,)  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  in 
any  parish  not  under  the  management  of  a  board  of  guardians, 
and  by  the  guardians  of  the  poor  of  any  union  or  parish 
formed  or  established  by  virtue  of  any  statute  or  local  act. 

Doubts  having  been  entertained  on  the  subject,  it  was 
legislatively  declared  {x),  that  the  acts  of  4  &  5  Wm.  4.  c.  76, 


united  for  any  purpoee  whateyer 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
4  &  5  W.  4.  c  76,  or  incorporated 
under  the  act  of  22  Geo.  3.  c.  83,  or 
incorporated  for  the  relief  or  main- 
tenance of  the  poor  under  any  local  act 
(0  5  &  6  W.  4.  c.  69,  entitled  **  An 
act  to  facilitate  the  conveyance  of 
workhouses  and  other  property  of  pa- 


rishes and  of  incorporations  or  unions 
of  parishes  in  England  and  Wales." 

(u)  Sect  4. 

(x)  1  Vict  c.  50,  entitled  <<  An  act 
to  facilitate  the  conveyance  of  lands 
and  buildings  for  the  purposes  of  two 
acts  passed  respectively  in  the  5th  and 
6th  years  of  his  late  Majesty  King 
William  the  4th."    Sect  1. 
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and  5  &  6  W.  4.  c.  69^  did  appl^  to  and  comprise  lands  and 
buildings  and  other  hereditaments  of  copyhold  or  customary 
tenure^  as  well  as  lands^  buildings,  and  other  hereditaments, 
of  freehold  tenure. 

And  by  an  aet  lately  passed  (jf),  every  board  of  guardians 
constituted  imder  the  act  of  4&  5'Wm.4.  c.76,  is  empowered (xr) 
to  accept,  take,  and  hold,  on  behalf  of  the  union  or  parish 
respectively  for  which  they  may  act,  any  lands,  buildings, 
goods,  effects,  or  other  property,  as  a  corporation,  and  in  all 
cases  to  sue  and  be  sued  in  their  corporate  name. 

As  churchwardens  and  overseers  have  no  corporate  seal,  it 
appears  that  they  cannot  appoint  an  attorney  (a). 

It  would  seem  (6)  that  a  lease  made  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
of  4  &;  5  Wm.  4.  c.  76,  is  not  liable  to  stamp  duty;  though 
the  point  is  not  clear. 

(y)  5  &  6  Viet  c.  57,  entitled  ^  An  poor  in  En^and.'' 
act  to  eontinne  until  the  Slat  day  of  (s)  Sect  16. 

July,  1847,  and  to  the  end  of  the  then  (a)  Ex  parte  Annesley;  mxe  Stmt- 

next  session  of  parliament,  the  poor  ford  Bridge  Improyement  Act,  2  Yo. 

law  commission;  and  for  the  ftirther  &  Col.  Exch.  350. 
amendment  of  the  laws  relating  to  tiie         (6)  4  &  5  W.  4.  a  76.  s.  86. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

OF  LEASES  BETWEEN  PARTICULAR  INDIVIDUALS. 

By  Principal  to  Steward  or  Agent — By  Client  to  Attorney — 
By  Ward  to  Guardian — By  Cestui  que  trust  to  Trustee — 
By  Mortgagor  to  Mortgagee. 

T  EASES  granted  to  agents  or  stewards  by  their  principals 
or  employers ;  to  attorneys  by  tbeir  clients;  to  guardians 
by  tbeir  wards^  soon  after  attaining  tbeir  majority;  to  trus- 
tees by  their  cestuis  que  trusty  and  others  in  similar  fidu- 
ciary situations^  though  unimpeachable  at  law^  are  viewed 
with  the  utmost  jealousy  in  equity^  lest  an  undue  advantage 
should  be  taken  by  the  lessees  of  the  influence  or  knowledge 
acquired  by  them  in  their  confidential  character;  and  the 
slightest  appearance  of  unfair  dealing  will  suffice  to  invalidate 
the  transaction. 

But  there  is  no  rule  of  policy^  even  in  equity^  which  abso- 
lutely prohibits  a  steward^  agents  or  attorney^  from  being  the 
lessee  of  his  employer^  principal^  or  client  (a).  And  a  lease 
purely  voluntary  may  be  granted  from  motives  of  kindness 
and  friendship^  even  during  the  continuance  of  the  relation ; 
nor  can  it  be  annulled^  unless  misrepresentation^  circumven- 
tion^ or  undue  means^  be  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  influ- 
encing the  lessor.  The  slightest  hint^  however^  in  the  answer 
to  a  bill>  or  in  the  evidence^  that  the  lessee  had  laid  before 

(a)  Haxrisv.  Tremenheerey  15  Ves.  Lord  Dmigaiinoii,  1  Dm.  &  War.  509. 

84.    Lord  Selaey  v.  Bhoades,  2  Sim.  542.    Molony  v.   Keman,  2  Dm.  & 

&  Sto.  41.  49;  S.  C,  on  appeal,  1  Bli.  War.  31.  38.    Andrews  v.  Mowbray, 

P.  C,  N.  S.,  1.    Ward  v.  Hartpole,  3  1  Wila  Exch.  71.  73.    And  see  Dent 

B1LP.C.470.  Hunter  v.  Atkins,  3  Myl.  v.  Bennett,  4  Myl.  &  Cr.  269,  as  to  an 

Sl  Keen,  113.  135.    Jones  v.  Thomas,  agreement  between  a  patient  and  his 

2  Yo.  &  Col  Exch.  498.  519.    Ker  v.  medical  attendant 
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the  lessor  an  account  of  the  value  of  the  premises^  which 
was  not  perfectly  accurate^  will  be  a  sufficient  inducement 
for  the  court  to  set  aside  such  lease^  whatever  the  parties 
might  intend^  upon  the  general  ground^  that  the  principal 
never  would  be  safe  if  the  agent  could  take  a  gift  firom  him 
upon  a  representation  that  was  not  most  accurate  and  pre- 
cise (A). 

If  the  lease  be  granted  to  the  agent^  not  gratuitously^  but 
upon  consideration^  if  any  doubt  be  raised^  it  is  incumbent 
on  the  lessee  to  shew  that  he  made  as  good  a  bargain  for  Ins 
employer^  as  against  himself^  as  a  provident^  well  managing, 
honorable  steward^  acting  most  adversely^  in  a  fSsiir  sense, 
would ;  and  that  he  paid  the  full  amount  that  he  could  have 
obtained  from  any  other  person  (c).  Thus^  the  lease  in  the 
case  of  Ward  v,  Hartpole  {d)  was  set  aside^  the  lessee,  who 
was  the  agent  and  attorney  of  the  lessor,  having  obtained  it 
for  a  consideration  grossly  inadequate,  the  circumstances  of 
the  lessor  being  at  the  time  in  an  extremely  embarrassed 
state.  And,  in  like  manner,  where  a  reversionary  lease  was 
granted  to  commence  upon  the  determination  of  a  life  of 
seventy,  contrary  to  a  former  resolution  by  the  lessor  not  to 
grant  another  reversionary  lease  where  only  one  life  above 
the  age  of  sixty  was  existing,  and  the  consideration  professed 
to  have  been  given  for  the  lease  was  150/.,  Lord  Eldon 
thought  that  the  defendant  should  have  produced  evidence, 
in  support  of  the  transaction,  that  the  consideration  was 
adequate ;  for  the  fairness  of  the  bargain  was  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed j  and  as  he  had  failed  to  do  so,  an  issue  was  directed; 


(&)  Harris  v.  Tremenheere,  15  Ves. 
39.  40,  per  Lord  Eldon.  Hunter  v. 
Atkinfl,  3  MyL  &  Keen,  138.  Ker  v. 
Lord  Dnngannon,  1  Dm.  &  War.  509. 
542. 

(c)  Harris  v.  Tremenheere,  15  Vee. 
42.  Lord  Selsey  v.  Rhoadee,  2  Sim. 
&,  Sto.  50.  Beaumont  v.  Boolsbee,  5 
Vea.  485;  S.  C.  7  Ves.  599;  11  Ves. 
358.  Lady  Ormondv.  Hutchinson,  13 
Ves.  47 ;   16  Ves.  94.     Medlicott  v. 


CDonel,  1  BaU  &  Beat  164.  Hunter 
V.  Atkins,  3  Myl.  &  Keen,  135.  140. 
Champion  v.  Rigby,  1  RoaSw  &,  MyL 
539;  S.  C.  1  TamL  421.  And  see 
Rossiter  v.  Walsh,  2  Con.  &,  Law.  563; 
S.  C.  4  Dm.  &  War.  485,  noticed  ante, 
p.  391. 

(d)  Ward  «.  Hartpole,  3  BIL  P.  C. 
470.  And  Gartside  v.  laherwood,  1 
Bro.  C.  C.  558,  Appendix,  5th  ed.  by 
Belt. 
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and  the  verdict  upon  the  trial  being  against  the  adequacy  of 
the  consideration,  a  decree  was  made  directing  the  lease  to 
be  delivered  up  (e). 

The  same  equity  affects  an  assignee  of  the  lease  with 
notice  (/). 

Notwithstanding  Lord  Eldon^s  remark  in  Harris  v.  Tre- 
menheere  (ff),  that  when  the  grant  is  founded  on  a  proposal 
for  purchase,  the  court  will  not  permit  motives  of  kindness 
and  gratuity  to  be  mixed  with  it,  it  is  said,  in  the  more  recent 
case  of  Lord  Selsey  v.  Bhoades  (A),  that  the  transaction  may 
be  founded  partly  on  a  pecuniary  consideration,  and  partly  on 
motives  of  bounty ;  but  that,  where  the  consideration  is  thus 
mixed,  the  steward  is  bound  to  make  out  that  his  employer 
was  fully  apprised  of  every  circumstance  respecting  the  pro- 
perty which  either  was  or  ought  to  have  been  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  steward,  and  which  could  tend  to  demon- 
strate the  value  of  the  property,  and  the  precise  measure  and 
extent  of  the  bounty  of  the  employer. 

In  all  cases  of  this  kind,  to  avoid  the  suspicion  of  unfair 
dealing,  the  party  contracting  for  the  lease  should  avail  him- 
self of  the  mediation  of  a  third  person;  the  neglect  of  this 
precaution  being  sufficient  to  justify  an  examination  (i).  The 
court,  said  Lord  Eldon,  never  ought  to  give  costs  upon  the 
result  of  that  examination,  where  the  party  has  not  interposed 
any  other  person  {k) ;  and  in  the  case  of  Selsey  v,  Bhoades, 
he  refused  the  costs  of  the  appeal,  declaring  at  the  same 
time  that  he  should  not  have  given  costs  in  the  court  below, 
as  had  been  done  by  the  Vice-chancellor  (7).   The  costs  which 


(e)  Harris  v.  Tremenheere,  sup. 

(/)  Ker  V.  Lord  Dungannon,  I  Dm. 
&  War.  509.  Molony  v,  Keman,  2 
Dm.  A.  War.  31. 

(g)  15  Yes.  42. 

(h)  Lord  Sebey  v.  Bhoades,  2  Sim. 
A,  Sta.  50,  per  Leach,  V.  C. ;  S.  C.  1 
Bli.  P.  C.  N.  S.  1.  And  see  Dawson 
tr.  Massey,  1  Ball  &  Beat  235.  Lord 
Kingsland  v.  Bamewall,  1  Bro.  P.  C. 


164;  Toml.  ed.  yol.  4,  p.  154;  Jour, 
vol.  18,  p.  264.  Rhodes  v,  Beauvoir, 
6  BU.  P.  C.  N.  S.  195. 

(t)  Harris  v.  Tremenheere,  1 5  Yes. 
40- 1 .  Hunter  v,  Atkins,  3  MyL  8t  Keen , 
1^7 9  ttteq.  Watt  v.  Grove,  Grove  v. 
Watt,  2  Scho.  &  Lef.  492.  502. 

(k)  Ibid.  And  see  Medlioott  v. 
O'Donel,  1  BaU  &  Beat.  156. 

(0  I  Bli.  P.  C.  N.  S.  8. 
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were  allowed  on  the  dismissal  of  the  bill  in  Harris  t;.  Tremen* 
heere.  as  to  some  of  the  yolimtary  leases  sranted  to  the  defend- 
ant,  ;ere  given  on  the  gZd  of  S  leases  being  «i 
inducement  to,  and  provision  upon,  the  defendant's  marriage. 

But,  on  setting  aside  leases  so  granted,  the  lessee  will  be 
allowed  credit  for  valuable  and  lasting  improvements  of  the 
property  (m). 

Length  of  acquiescence,  however,  or  acts  of  confirmatioa, 
may  give  validity  to  leases  which  could  not  originally  have 
been  supported  had  means  been  resorted  to  within  a  reason- 
able time  for  the  purpose  of  setting  them  aside.  Thus^  in 
MedUcott  V.  ODonel  (n),  where  the  plaintiff  had  slept  upon 
his  title  for  twenty-seven  years,  during  which  period  the 
defendant  was  altogether  divested  of  the  fiduciary  character 
of  agent,  and.  every  other  diaracter  which  could  have  infected 
the  transaction  had  ceased  to  subsist,  the  court  refused  to 
interpose  to  vacate  the  leases.  The  same  rule  prevailed  in 
the  case  of  Lord  Selsey  t;.  Bhoades  (o).  James  Lord  Selaey, 
being  tenant  for  life  with  power  of  leasing,  in  the  year  1804, 
concurred  with  Mr.  Peachy,  his  son,  the  next  tenant  for  life, 
in  an  agreement  with  the  defendant,  their  steward,  to  grant 
him  a  lease  for  twenty-one  years,  under  circumstances  which 
it  is  not  necessary  to  particularize.  On  Lord  Selsey's  death 
in  1808,  Mr  Peachy  (then  John  Lord  Selsey)  became  tenant 
for  life,  and  executed  a  lease  in  1809  according  to  the  tenns 
of  the  agreement.  He  died  in  1816,  when  the  reversion  be- 
came vested  in  the  appellant,  who  delayed  the  filing  of  his 
bill  till  1821,  having  in  the  meantime  accepted  the  rent 
reserved  in  the  lease.  "  I  have  looked,'^  said  Lord  Eldon  {p), 
''into  this  case  with  a  desire  to  affect  the  lease ;  for  the  situa- 
tion of  the  parties  was  such  as  to  induce  a  court  of  equity  to 
look  at  the  transaction  with  great  suspicion.    If  the  suit  had 

(m)  Watt  V.  Grove,  Grore  v.  Watt,  Beat  156.  164.    And  see  Blakeney  v. 
2  Seho.  &  Lef.  492.  513.    Attorney-  Bagott,  8  Bli  P.  C.  N.  &237.    Cham- 
General  V.  Baliol  CoOege,  Oxford,  9  pion  v.  Rigby,  1  Rom.  ft  MyL  5S9; 
Mod.  411.    Ward  v.  Hartpole,  3  Bli.  S.  C.  TamL  421. 
P.  C.  470.  490.  (0)  Supra. 

(»)  Medlicott  v.  O^Donel,  1  Ball  ft  ( p)  1  BU.  P.  C.  N.  S.  8. 
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been  iixstituted  recently  after  the  contract^  and  there  had 
been  no  acts  of  confirmation^  probably  the  lease  might  not 
have  stood;  but  James  Lord  Selsey  and  John  Lord  Selsey 
acquiesced  so  long^  being  well  acquainted  with  the  £acts^  that 
it  is  difficult  to  say  that  they  could  have  impeached  the  lease, 
and  the  appellant  cannot  do  that  which  they  could  not  have 
done/'  There  is  no  limited  time,  however,  within  which 
relief  must  be  sought ;  every  case  must  depend  on  the  peculiar 
circumstances  which  give  rise  to  the  application. 

Leases  granted  by  a  client  to  his  attorney  are  governed  by 
the  same  principles  as  those  between  employer  and  steward  {q) . 

As  to  leases  taken  by  a  guardian  of  his  ward,  it  was  said 
by  L.  C.  Manners (r),  ^'Generally  speaJdng,  there  are  no 
transactions  in  a  man's  life  that  ought  in  this  court  to  be 
more  scrupulously  or  with  more  jealousy  examined^  than  those 
which  occur  recently  after  the  ward  attains  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  affecting  his  real  property.  Antecedent  to  that  period  his 
infancy  is  his  protection,  his  disabilities  are  his  seciuity ;  but 
instantly  alter  he  attfdns  the  age  of  twenty-one,  as  if  he  had 
acquired  all  the  prudence  and  experience  necessary  to  the 
management  or  disposal  of  his  property,  with  the  possession 
are  given  the  absolute  control  and  dominion  over  his  estates. 
At  law,  all  his  acts  are  binding,  all  Ids  deeds  are  valid,  unless, 
upon  some  distinct  case  of  fraud,  they  can  be  impeached;  but 
it  is  not  so  in  this  court :  those  relations  of  guardian  and  ward, 
principal  and  agent,  trustee  and  cestui  que  trust,  which  are 
little  regarded  in  a  court  of  law,  are  in  this  court  decisive 
against  the  validity  of  a  transaction  which  between  strangers 
could  not  be  impeached/' 

This  last  position  carries  the  doctrine  higher  than,  perhaps, 
is  recommended  by  sound  policy;  and,  as  to  principal  and 

(q)  Harris    v,    Tremenheere,  sup.  Thomas,  2   Yo.   &  Col.   Exch.   498. 

Lord  Selaey  v.  Khoades,  sup.     Ward  Champion  v.  Rigby,  1  Russ.  &  Myl. 

V.  Hartpole,  sap.     Watt   v.  Grove,  539;    S.  C.  Taml.  421.    BJiodes    v. 

Grove  v.  Watt,  2  Scho.  &  Lef.  492.  Beauvoir,  6  Bli  P.  C.  N.  S.  195. 

503.    And  see  Kenney  v.  Browne,  3  (r)  Dawson  v.   Massey,   1    Ball  & 

Ridg.  P.  C.  462.    Blakeney  v.  Bagott,  Beat.  232. 
3  Bli   P.  C.  N.  S.  237.    Jones  v. 
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agent,  and  trustee  and  cestui  que  trust,  at  least,  is  certainly 
inconsistent  with  the  cases  previously  cited  in  this  chapter. 
Without  doubt,  howerer,  transactions  between  guardian  and 
ward,  occurring  soon  after  the  determination  of  the  relation, 
require  the  most  satisfactory  proof  of  fair  dealing  to  support 
them. 

In  the  case  of  Dawson  v.  Massey  («),  Mr.  Massey,  the  de- 
fendant, and  the  plaintiff's  uncle,  had  been  agent  to  the 
plaintiff's  father  for  thirty  years,  and  in  that  capacity  had 
acquired  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  nature  and  value 
of  the  estate.  He  then  became  guardian  to  the  plaintiff, 
who  was  a  young  man  educated  in  England,  and  had  not 
seen  his  estate  since  he  was  a  boy.  In  September  1 800,  the 
plaintiff  came  of  age,  and  then  apprised  his  uncle  of  his 
intention  to  appoint  an  agent :  the  unde,  displeased  at  his  so 
doing,  urged  him  strongly  against  it,  and  made  use  of  the 
expression,  ''that  no  one  could  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the 
estate  for  years.''  The  plaintiff,  however,  did  appoint  one 
John  Massey,  (not  the  defendant)  his  agent,  and  went  over 
to  Ireland  assisted  by  him,  and  immediately  after  entered 
into  a  treaty  with  his  uncle,  who  then  obtained  five  leases  of 
different  parts  of  his  nephew's  estate;  some  for  ever,  and  the 
remainder  for  four  lives,  the  latter  containing  clauses  of  sur- 
render :  and  the  uncle  soon  afterwards  underlet  those  lands 
at  a  profit  rent  of  nearly  1300/.  per  annum.  It  appeared 
from  the  depositions  of  John  Massey,  the  plaintiff's  agent, 
that  the  lands  were  let  at  an  undervalue ;  that  the  defendant 
refused  to  treat  with  him,  and  actually  turned  him  out  of  the 
room  when  he  was  treating  with  the  plaintiff  for  a  lease,  for 
having  offered  his  opinion  as  to  the  value.  It  also  appeared 
that  the  uncle,  an  elderly  man  without  children,  had  a  con- 
siderable influence  over  his  nephew,  then  very  inexperienced 
in  the  value  of  his  estates ;  and  that  he  held  out  inducements 
both  to  Massey,  the  agent,  and  to  the  plaintiff,  by  letter, 
stating  that  whatever  interest  he  got  in  the  leases  would  ulti- 

(«)  DawBon  v.  MasBey,  1  Ball  &  Beat  219. 


Ch.  Ill]       WHO  LESSOES: PRINCIPAL  TO  STEWARD^  ETC.        565 

mately  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  plaintiff.  It  was  also  proved 
that  persons  who  would  have  bid  for  some  parts  of  the  lands 
taken  by  the  defendant  declined  doing  so^  finding  that  he  had 
proposed  for  them.  It  appeared  that,  before  the  defendant 
got  leases  of  the  principal  part  of  the  estate,  the  plaintiff  and 
his  agent  visited  them,  and  received  several  proposals  for 
leases  which  were  not  accepted.  Upon  these  grounds,  as 
well  as  upon  the  ground  of  the  subsisting  influence  of  the 
uncle  over  the  nephew,  though  the  relation  of  guardian  and 
ward  had  ceased,  and  of  the  absence  of  all  security  for  the 
inducement  held  out  that  the  transaction  would  ultimately 
tend  to  the  advantage  of  the  plaintiff,  the  court  decreed  the 
leases  to  be  set  aside,  and  gave  the  plaintiff  his  costs. 

As  to  the  dealing  being  one  of  a  fisimily  nature,  an  arrange- 
ment  between  the  uncle  and  nephew,  so  that  the  full  value  of 
the  property  or  the  highest  rent  was  not  to  be  taken  as  the 
only  consideration  between  the  parties,  or  the  criterion  by 
which  the  court  was  to  form  a  judgment  of  its  fairness,  his 
lordship  said,  that  that  was  not  the  ground  upon  which  the 
defence  was  rested,  nor  was  there  any  proof  of  it  (/) ;  and, 
indeed,  he  should  expect  some  very  satisfactory  evidence 
before  he  could  act  upon  such  a  case ;  something  to  show  that 
the  young  man  was  well  advised,  and  that  there  was  some 
security  for  what  was  held  out;  but  the  declaration  by  the 
defendant  to  the  plaintiff's  agent  was  calculated  only  to  silence 
the  agent,  and  to  keep  in  check  his  activity  and  exertion  {u). 

The  same  doctrine  was  adhered  to  in  the  case  of  Mulhallen 
V.  Marum  (ar),  where  a  lease  perpetually  renewable  made  by  a 
party  shortly  after  the  attainment  of  his  majority  to  a  person 
standing  in  the  relation  of  his  guardian,  agent,  receiver,  and 
tenant,  was  set  aside  on  grounds  of  public  policy,  notwith- 
standing the  plaintiff  had  delayed  the  filing  of  his  biU  for 
eleven  years  after  the  grant  of  the  lease. 

(0  See  Watt  v.   Grove,  Grove  v.  •        (u)  1  Ball  &.  Beat.  235. 
Watt,  2  Scho.  &  Lef.  492.  501,  per  (x)  MulhaUen  v.  Manim,  3  Dra.  &. 

Lord  Redesdale,  C.  War.  317. 
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And  in  Aylword  v,  Kearney  (^)j  a  lease  obtained  by  the 
guardian's  son  from  tbe  ward  a  few  years  after  he  came  of 
age  was  set  aside  thirty  years  after  its  execution^  the  ward 
being  of  weak  understanding,  and  continuing  during  his  life 
under  the  control  and  influence  of  the  guardian  and  his 
family.  The  length  of  time  was  not  considered,  under  the 
circumstances,  to  amount  to  a  bar. 

A  lease  is  not  void^  even  in  equity,  simply  from  the  circum- 
stance of  its  being  granted  by  a  mortgagor  to  Ids  mortgagee; 
but  if  there  be  anything  more,  the  court  will  look  into  the 
transaction  with  the  greatest  possible  jealousy  (z).  In  the 
case  cited,  the  lease  was  set  aside,  the  mortgagee  having  ob- 
tained it  at  an  unfair  value,  in  consequence  of  the  distressed 
circumstances  of  the  lessor. 

(y)  Aylward  v.  Kearney,  2  Ball  &  (£)  Gnbbios  «.  Creed,  2  Scho.  & 

Beat.  463.  Lef.  214. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

OF  THE  CONTRACT  OR  AGREEMENT. 

TN  the  preceding  parts  of  this  work  we  have  shown  by  and 
■^  to  whom  leases  may  be  granted^  whether  the  contracting 
capacity  rehite  to  person^  estate^  number  and  connection^  or 
oflSce ;  but  as  every  lease  actually  granted  must  necessarily 
be  preceded  by  an  executory  contract^  either  verbal  or  written, 
it  becomes  necessary  to  advert  to  the  requisites,  form,  con- 
struction, and  effect,  of  such  contract ;  an  inquiry  that  may 
be  advantageously  entered  upon  before  we  investigate  the  law 
connected  with  the  duration  of  the  lease,  its  essential  and 
formal  parts,  and  means  of  determination. 

This  will  open  an  extensive  field  for  examination^  and 
without  due  caution  would  lead  to  discussions  claiming  but  a 
remote  relation  to  the  principal  design  in  view.  Aware  of 
the  consequences  of  deviating  from  certain  prescribed  limits, 
I  must,  in  endeavouring  to  explain  this  branch  of  my  treatise, 
confine  myself,  with  very  few  exceptions,  to  those  ceased  which 
have  been  determined  on  Agreements  for  leases  only. 

In  pursuing  this  inquiry,  we  may  consider, 

I.  What  is  a  sufficient  signature  of  the  agreement  within 
the  statute  of  frauds : 

II.  In  what  cases  Equity  dispenses  with  the  necessity  of 
signature  on  the  ground  of  part  performance : 

III.  The  form;  distinguishing  herein  agreements  for  leases 
from  leases: 

IV.  The  effect  and  consequences  of  the  agreement ;  par- 
ticularly with  reference  to  specific  performance ;  and 

V.  The  admissibility  of  parol  evidence  to  explain  or  annul 
the  written  agreement. 
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Section  I. — ^With  regard  to  the  signature. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  statute  of  frauds  {a)  enacts,  that 
no  action  shall  be  brought  whereby  to  charge  any  executor  or 
administrator  upon  any  special  promise  to  answer  damages 
out  of  his  own  estate ;  or  whereby  to  charge  the  defendant 
upon  any  special  promise  to  answer  for  the  debt,  de&ult,  or 
miscarriages,  of  another  person;  or  to  charge  any  person  upon 
any  agreement  made  upon  consideration  of  marriage;  or  upon 
any  contract  or  sale  of  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  or 
any  interest  in  or  concerning  them ;  or  upon  any  agreement 
.that  is  not  to  be  performed  within  the  space  of  one  year  firom 
the  making  thereof;  unless  the  agreement  upon  which  such 
action  shall  be  brought,  or  some  memorandum  or  note  thereof, 
shall  be  in  writing,  and  signed  by  the  party  to  be  charged 
therewith,  or  some  other  person  thereunto  by  him  lawfully 
authorised. 

The  signature  contemplated  by  the  statute  must  be  such 
as  will  amount  to  an  acknowledgment  by  the  party  that  the 
agreement  is  his :  and  unless  the  name  give  such  authenticity 
to  the  instrument,  it  cannot  amount  to  what  the  statute  re- 
quires. The  mere  insertion  by  a  party,  in  his  own  hand- 
writing, of  his  name  in  the  body  of  a  memorandum  of  an 
agreement  for  a  lease,  for  example,  '^Mrs.  Stokes  to  pay 
Moore  24/.  half  yearly^'  is  not  a  formal  signature  within  the 
meaning  of  the  act  {b).  It  is  perhaps  difficult,  except  in  the 
case  of  a  letter  with  a  postscript,  to  find  an  instance  where  a 
name  inserted  in  the  middle  of  a  writing  can  well  have  that 
effect ;  and  there  the  name  being  generally  found  in  a  parti- 
cular place  by  the  common  usage  of  mankind  may  very 
probably  have  the  effect  of  a  legal  signature,  and  extend  to 
the  whole  (c).  Nor  will  the  circumstance  of  a  party  altering 
a  draft  of  conveyance,  and  delivering  it  to  the  attorney  to  be 
engrossed,  amoimt  to  a  signing  {d).    Nor  is  the  statute  oom- 

(a)  29  Car.  2.  c,  3.  (d)  Hswkiiis  v.  Holmee^  1  P.  Wnw. 

(6)  Stokes  V.  Moore,  1  Cox,  219.  770.     Lowiher  v.  CariD,  1  Yem.  22). 

(c)  Ibid. 
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plied  with^  unless  the  agreement^  though  entirely  written  with 
the  party^s  hand,  be  likewise  signed  by  him,  or  something 
equivalent  be  done;  the  absence  of  signature  being  evidence 
that  the  party  considers  the  instrument  incomplete  {e).  So, 
the  bare  entry  of  a  steward  in  his  lord^s  contract  book  with 
his  tenants  is  not  evidence,  of  itself,  of  an  agreement  for  a 
lease  between  the  lord  and  a  tenant  (/). 

But  where  an  agreement  has  been  reduced  to  a  certainty, 
and  the  statute  has  been  complied  with  in  a  material  part, 
the  forms  are  never  insisted  on.  Upon  this  principle,  it  was 
determined,  that  the  subscribing  of  an  agreement,  as  a  witness 
only,  by  one  who  was  acquainted  with  the  contents,  was  suf- 
ficient (ff).  It  is,  therefore,  clear,  that  the  person  sought  to 
be  charged  need  not  be  a  party  to  the  instrument  in  the 
technical  sense  of  that  word :  the  term  party  in  the  statute 
signifying  no  more  than  person  in  general  (A).  Sealing  is  in 
no  case  necessary  (i). 

An  instrument,  however,  not  originally  binding  as  an 
agreement  may,  by  subsequent  acts  of  reference  and  acknow- 
ledgment, for  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  note  in  writing 
should  be  contemporaneous  with  the  agreement  (it),  constitute 
a  valid  contract  within  the  terms  of  the  statute  (/).  A  land- 
lord, in  1781,  treating  for  a  lease,  in  order  to  render  the 
agreement  clear  and  certain,  entered,  in  his  own  handwriting, 
in  a  book  of  register,  the  heads  and  import  of  the  agreement, 
and  described,  in  the  form  of  a  map,  the  farm,  with  the  metes 
and  boundaries  thereof,  under  which  he  wrote,  "  fifty-eight 
acres,  two  rods,  and  five  perches :  lives  of  Isaac  Finnamore, 
aged  twelve;  Mary  Finnamore,  aged  eleven;  Deborah  Finna- 
more, aged  six;  children  of  Thomas  Finnamore;  at  twelve 
shillings  per  acre,  from  the  1st  of  May,  1781'*;  and,  after- 
wards, in  consequence  of  an  application  for  a  specific  perform- 

(e)  Bawdes  v.  Amhunt,  Preo.  Ch.  (0  Wheeler  v.  Newton,  Free.  Ch. 

402.  16;  S.  C.  2  Eq.  Ca.  Ah.  44.  pL  5. 

(/)  Charlewood  v,  Duke  of  Bedford,  (k)  Shippej  v.  Demson,  5  Esp.  190. 

1  Atk.  497.  (0  Powell  v,  Dillon,  2  Ball  &  Beat 

(g)  Walford  v,  Beazely,  3  Atk.  603;  416.    Verlander  v.  Codd,  1  Turn.  &. 

S.  C.  I  Ves.  6.  Ru8S.  352. 

(h)  Ihid. 
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aace,  wrote  the  following  letter  to  Hall  his  steward : — "  Hall, 
I  request  you  to  give  Mr.  Powell  the  article  firom  me  to 
Thomas  Finnamore^  about  the  quarry  or  Hill  fSarm,  that  he 
may  get  leases  drawn.  R.  Neville,  May  9, 1805."  The  court 
held,  that  the  instrument,  when  connected  with  Neville's 
letter,  contained  every  requisite  pointed  out  by  the  statute  (m). 

So,  where  one  having  contracted  by  parol  to  take  a  lease, 
but  being  unable  to  perform  his  agreement,  by  indorsement 
on  the  draft  of  the  lease,  required  the  plaintiff  to  cancel  it  in 
these  terms : — "  I  hereby  request  Mr.  Shippey  to  endeavour 
to  let  the  premises  to  some  other  person,  as  it  will  be  incon- 
venient to  me  to  perform  my  agreement  for  them;  and  for 
so  doing  this  shall  be  a  sufficient  authority,  J.  Derrison",  it 
was  held,  that  the  indorsement  under  the  hand  of  the  party, 
expressing  that  he  had  entered  into  the  agreement,  was  a  dear 
recognition  and  adoption  of  a  prior  contract,  and  was  sufficient 
to  satisfy  the  statute  (n). 

Notwithstanding  the  doubt  thrown  out  upon  the  point  by 
Lord  Bedesdale  (o),  the  better  opinion,  founded  on  more  re- 
cent consideration  (p),  is,  that  an  agreement  may  be  speci- 
fically enforced  against  a  defendant  who  has  signed  it, 
although  it  be  not  signed  by  the  party  seeking  the  perform- 
ance ;  and  that  such  an  agreement  may  be  the  foundation  of 
an  action  at  law  (q).  The  words  of  the  act  (r),  indeed,  seem 
to  admit  of  no  other  interpretation.  A  very  early  case  {s)  is 
commonly  quoted  in  confirmation  of,  and,  as  reported  in  the 
cases  in  Chancery,  fuUy  justifies,  this  doctrine.  It  there  ap- 
pears, that  A.  sold  certain  houses  to  B.  for  2000/.,  and  A 
drew  up  a  note  of  the  agreement  in  writing,  which  B.  signed. 


(ffi)  Powell  V.  Dillon,  sup.  And  see 
Parker  v.  Smith,  1  Col.  608. 

(»)  Shippey  v.  Dernson,  sup. 

(o)  Lawrenson  v.  BuUer,  1  Scho.  & 
JLef.  13. 

(p)  Fowle  V.  Fraeman,  9  Ves.  351. 
Hnddleflton  v.  Briaooe,  11  Ves.  592. 
Allenv.Bennet,3Taimtl76.  O'Roorke 
V.  PerciTal,  2  Ball  &  Beat  58.  Lord 
Ormond  v,  Anderson,  2  Ball  &  Beat 
363.  370.    Western  v.  Russell,  3  Ves. 


&  B.  192.  Martin  v.  liitcbell,  2  Jac 
&  Walk.  426-7.  DoweU  v.  Dew,  1 
Yo.  ft  Col  v.  C.  345.  356.  SnCfanluid 
V,  Briggs,  1  Hare,  26.  34. 

(q)  Laytfaorp  «.  Bryaaiy  2  Bii^.  N. 
C.  735;  S.  C.  3  Scott,  238. 

(r)  « Signed  b j  the  party  to  be 
chai^ged  therewith,'*  &c. 

(«)  HattoD  V.  Crray,  2  Ch.  Ca.  164; 
S.  C.  1  £q.  Ca.  Ab.  21.  pL  10. 


J 


Ch.  IV.  S.  II.  j      OF  THE  SIGNATURE. PART  PERFORMANCE.      571 

but  A.  did  not ;  and  tliat  a  decree  for  a  specific  execution  of 
this  agreement  was  made  in  favor  of  A. ;  but  no  reasons  are 
given.  In  another  book  {f),  the  decree  is  stated  to  have  been 
for  A.^  for  as  he  drew  up  a  note  of  the  agreement  in  his  own 
hand^  and  procured  B.  to  sign  it  on  his  part^  the  signing  of 
B.  was  not  only  a  signing  for  himself^  but  as  authorised  by 
A.  to  close  the  agreement;  and^  therefore^  if  B.  had  come 
into  a  court  of  equity  against  A.^  the  court  would  have  decreed 
the  agreement  against  A.^  and  therefore  vice  versd.  But  this 
reason  rather  militates  against^  than  supports  the  proposition, 
as  it  would  seem  that  the  decision  was  grounded  on  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  agreement  being  virtually  signed  by  the 
plaintiff.  Whether  the  kind  of  reasoning  of  the  court  would 
be  now  sanctioned  is  a  different  question :  probably  it  would 
not  {u)  j  but  as  the  case  stands,  it  seems  to  be  an  authority  for 
the  reverse  of  what  it  is  usually  cited  to  prove.  At  all  events, 
if  the  party  who  is  not  boimd  has  endeavoured  to  obtain  an 
undue  advantage,  or  has  been  playing  what  is  called  fast  and 
loose,  equity  will  not  assist  him  (a?). 


Section  II. — In  what  cases  equity  dispenses  with  sig- 
nature ON  the  ground  of  part  performance. 

A  strict  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  statute  is 
not  in  all  cajses  indispensable  to  the  completion  of  the  con- 
tract in  equity.  Where  the  agreement  has  been  substantially 
in  part  performed,  the  court  will  decree  its  specific  execu- 
tion, notwithstanding  it  be  unsigned,  or  not  even  reduced  to 
writing  (y).  Mr.  Justice  BuUer  once  [z)  conceived  that  part 
performance  took  a  case  out  of  the  statute  at  law  as  well  as  in 
equity;   but,  being  pressed  with  the  consequences  of  that 

(0  GOb.  Lex  Pnet.  p.  240.  108;  cited,  Gilb.  Eq.  Rep.  4  and  11; 

(«)  Wright  V.  Dannah,  2  Campb.  2  Vera.  456.    Anon.  5  Vin.  Ab.  622. 

203.  pi.  38. 

(x)  Lord  Ormond  v.  Anderson,  2  (e)  1  Bro.  €.  C.  413.  417.    Brodie 

BaU  &  Beat.  368.  371.  «.  St.  Paul,  1  Yes.  jim.  333. 

(y)  Lester  v.  Foxcroft,  GoHes  P.  C. 
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opinion  in  case  of  a  demnrrer  to  evidence,  was  obliged  to 
abandon  it  {a), 

Wbat  will  amount  to  a  part  performance  must  of  course 
depend,  in  general,  on  the  nature  of  the  transaction  itself; 
but  it  is  well  established  that  the  act  must  unequivocally 
refer  to,  and  result  from,  the  agreement,  and  be  such  that 
the  party  would  suffer  an  injury,  amounting  to  fraud,  by  a 
refusal  to  execute  the  agreement :  it  must  be  of  such  a  nature 
that,  if  mentioned,  it  would  of  itself  infer  the  existence  of 
some  agreement ;  and  then  parol  evidence  is  admitted  to  show 
what  the  agreement  is  {b). 

By  a  long  series  of  authorities  (c),  it  is  settled,  in  opposi- 
tion to  a  case  decided  soon  after  the  passing  of  the  statute  (<f), 
which  cannot  now  be  recognised  as  law  (e),  that  disbursement 
of  money  by  the  lessee  in  improving  the  premises  is  such  a 
part  performance  as  will  preclude  the  lessor  frt)m  avaiUng 
himself  of  that  statute.  But  a  distinction  has  been  drawn 
between  an  outlay  for  necessary  repairs  or  lasting  improve- 
ments, and  money  paid  for  fancy  or  humour ;  and  it  would 
seem  that  the  latter  will  not  afford  a  means  of  escape  from 
the  statute  (/). 

In  order  to  bring  a  case  within  the  exemption,  it  is  not 
necessary  that  the  lessor  should  actively  promote  the  lessee's 
expenditure :  if  knowingly,  though  but  passively,  he  encou- 
rage him  to  lay  out  money  under  an  erroneous  opinion  of 
title,  and  permit  those  acts  which  he  would  not  have  done, 
and  the  lessor  must  conceive  he  would  not  have  done,  but 
upon  an  expectation  that  an  objection  would  not  be  thrown 
in  the  way  of  his  enjoyment,  a  specific  performance  will  be 


(a)  Ck>oth  V.  Jackson,  6  Yea.  39. 
O'Herliby  v.  Hedges,  1  Scho.  &  Lef. 
ISO. 

(6)  Frame  v.  Dawson,  14  Yes.  386. 

(o)  Seagoodv.MealeyPrec.  Ch.  561. 
5  Yin.  Ab.  522.  pi.  38.  Smith  o.  Tur- 
ner, cited.  Free.  Ch.  561 ;  S.  C.  5  Yin. 
Ab.  523.  pi.  41.  Wills  v.  Stradling,  3 
Yes.  378.  Lester  v.  Foxcroft,  Collee 
P.  C.  1 08.  Toole  V.  Medlicott,  1  Ball  & 
Beat   393.    Gregory  «.  Mighell,  18 


Yes.  328.  And  see  Marshall  v.  The 
Corporation  of  Queenboroogh,  1  Sim. 
&  Sta.  520. 

(d)  Hollis  V.  Whitdng,  1  Yem.  151. 
Hollis  V.  Edwards,  and  Deane  v.  Ixard, 
I  Yeni.  159. 

(e)  Whitchurch  v.Bevis,  2  Bro.aC. 
565. 

(/)  Hollis  V.  Edwards,  sup.;  bat 
see  1  Bro.  C.  C.  417. 
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decreed  in  the  tenant's  favor  (^).  And  the  circumstance  of 
looking  on  is  in  many  cases  as  strong  as  using  terms  of  en- 
couragement (A).  Still,  it  must  be  put  upon  the  lessee  to 
prove  such  a  case  by  cogent  evidence,  leaving  no  reasonable 
doubt  that  he  acted  upon  the  encouragement  suggested  (i). 

In  the  late  case  of  Sutherland  v.  Briggs  {k),  the  plaintiff 
was  the  lessee  of  a  house  and  some  cottages  adjoining  for  a 
term  of  thirty-one  years,  at  a  rent  of  60/.,  and  was  under  a  cove- 
nant to  take  down  two  of  the  cottages,  and  build  a  house 
upon  the  site,  with  suitable  offices.     He  was  also  tenant  from 
year  to  year  of  an  adjoining  meadow,  belonging  to  a  different 
proprietor,  at  a  rent  of  9/.     The  lessor  of  the  house  became 
the  purchaser  of  the  meadow,  and  a  treaty  proceeded  between 
him  and  the  plaintiff  with  regard  to  certain  proposed  repairs 
and  alterations  in  the  house,  in  consequence  of  which^  the 
house  was  made  to  project  over  the  meadow,  part  of  which 
was  attached  to  the  demised  premises,  the  costs  and  expenses, 
far  exceeding  the  sum  he  had  originally  covenanted  to  lay 
out,  being  paid  by  the  plaintiff  and  lessor  in  nearly  equal 
moieties.     The  following  memorandum  was  then  drawn  up 
by  the  lessor,  and  signed  by  the  plaintiff : — "  Mr.  Frampton 
having  advanced  me  the  sum  of  350/.  towards  the  additions 
and  improvements  lately  made  by  me  to  the  house  and  pre- 
mises at  Hayes  in  my  occupation,  in  addition  to  150/.  pre- 
viously allowed  me  for  rebuilding  the  adjoining  cottage,  it  is 
agreed  that  the  rent  of  69/.  now  paid  for  the  house,  &c.,  and 
field,  shall  be  increased  to  80/.  a  year,  clear  of  all  deductions 
whatsoever,  commencing  from  Christmas  last,  dated  the  Srd 
day  of  February  1886. — ^A.  Sutherland.'*    An  ejectment  for 
the  meadow  having  been  brought  against  the  plaintiff,  he 
filed  his  biU,  praying  a  declaration  by  the  court  that  he  was 
entitled  to  the  tenancy  and  occupation  of  it  for  the  residue 
of  the  term  of  thirty-one  years  which  he  had  in  the  house, 
and  for  an  injunction ;  and  it  was  decreed  accordingly.    The 
V.  C.  observed,  that  if  the  act  of  extending  the  house,  in 

(jg)  Dann  v.  Spurrier,  7  Yes.  231.  (0  Ibid. 

(h)  Ibid.  (k)  Snthorland  v.  Briggs,  1  Hare,  26. 
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which  the  tenant  had  an  interest  for  a  term  of  years^  into  the 
meadow^  with  the  landlord's  consent  were  not  eyidence  of  a 
contract  between  them^  he  knew  not  what  act  on  tibie  part  of 
a  tenant  in  possession  of  property  could  possibly  be  so  con- 
sidered; and  he  held  that^  notwithstanding  the  mem<»»ndiiin 
of  the  3rd  of  February^  1886^  did  not  mention  the  tenn 
during  which  the  plaintiff  was  to  hold  the  meadow,  yet 
enough  was  proved  to  support  the  all^ation  in  the  bill^  that 
the  time  for  which  he  was  to  hold  it  was  to  be  commensurate 
with  hifl  lease  of  the  house ;  and  that  the  reservation  of  one 
entire  rent  of  SQL  for  the  whole  and  every  part  of  the  ocmii- 
solidated  property  was  sufficient  to  determine  the  question, 
and  show  that  the  whole  was  to  endure  for  the  same  period ; 
and  he  further  held,  that  the  justice  of  the  case  would  not  be 
satisfied  by  giving  to  the  plaintiff  so  much  of  the  meadow  as 
the  house  stood  upon,  as  the  act  of  building  part  of  the  house 
upon  it  was  an  act  affecting  the  whole  tenement,  namely  the 
meadow,  and  not  that  part  of  it  only  on  which  the  house  stood. 

It  is  almost  needless  to  observe,  that  if  no  expense  be  in* 
curred  by  the  lessee,  a  bare  promise  of  a  lease,  being  in  direct 
contravention  of  the  statute^  cannot  be  enforced  (l). 

Although  courts  of  equity  are  disposed  to  go  every  possible 
length  to  assist  a  party  in  obtaining  reimbursement  of  expen- 
diture upon  another's  property,  of  the  benefit  of  which  he 
may  have  been  deprived  by  the  exercise  of  a  legal  right,  as 
by  the  determination  of  a  tenancy  trora  year  to  year,  yet 
there  is  no  case  in  which  a  lessee,  either  of  a  term,  or  ham. 
year  to  year,  making  any  improvement  upon  the  estate  in  his 
possession,  though  with  the  complete  knowledge  of  the  land- 
lord, has  been  held  entitled,  as  against  that  landlord,  to  have 
his  lease  prolonged  until  he  shall  obtain  reimbursement  f<Nr 
the  improvements  he  has  made ;  for  he  has  a  title  of  which 
he  knows  the  duration.  He  is  not  under  a  mistake  with 
regard  to  the  nature  of  his  title.  He  may  perhaps  be  guilty 
of  great  imprudence,  if  the  expectation  that  his  lease  will  be 
renewed,  or  his  possession  from  year  to  year  continued,  prove 

(I)  Seftgood  V.  Meale,  Prec.  Ch.  561.  Smith  v.  Tamer,  cited,  ibid. 
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unfounded.  But  because  that  expectation  is  disappointed^ 
the  court  cannot  say  that  he  has  acquired  a  right  to  a  pro- 
longation of  his  lease^  or  to  a  lease  for  a  certain  period  {m). 
If^  however^  a  landlord  enter  into  an  arrangement  with  a 
tenant  relative  to  improvements^  and  so  completely  sanction 
them^  as  himself  to  agree  to  advance  part  of  the  money,  im- 
plying that  another  part  is  to  be  in  advance  by  the  tenant,  it 
seems  that  an  equity  is  fastened  upon  the  landlord,  preduding 
him,  when  these  improvements  nre  made  under  his  authority, 
from  saying  there  is  an  end  of  the  lease.  Such  an  arrange- 
ment, though  without  a  specific  agreement,  would  imply  one; 
as  it  would  be  so  contrary  to  good  faith  to  encourage  a  tenant 
in  so  positive  and  direct  a  manner  to  proceed  in  particular 
improvements,  and  then  deny  him  aU  benefit,  that  equity 
would  probably  interfere,  and  hold  it  an  impKed  term  that 
the  tenant  should  have  the  fair  benefit  from  the  improvements 
thus  made  with  the  concurrence  of  the  landlord  (»). 

In  like  manner,  even  the  entry  of  the  lessee  into  the  pre- 
mises, if  distinctly  referable  to  the  contract  alleged  in  the 
pleadings,  will  constitute  a  part  performance  (o);  the  delivery 
of  possession  by  a  party  in  enjoyment  to  the  person  daiming 
under  the  agreement  being  a  strong  and  marked  drcomstance 
to  take  the  case  out  of  the  statute  (ji);  for  the  tenant  is  thus 
protected  from  any  liability  as  a  trespasser,  and  the  landlord 
disabled  from  dealing  with  any  other  person  (q).  But  it  must 
be  dear  that  possession  is  taken  with  a  view  to  a  part  per- 
formance ;  a  wrongful  entry  will  not  avail  (r);  and  the  trans- 
fer of  enjoyment  must  be  unequivocally  connected  with  the 
transaction  in  question;   hence,  if  the  agreement  (not  in 

(m)  Pil]ingv.Aniiitage,  12Ves.85.  100.    Palmer  v.  White,    WaUiB,  by 

(n)  Pilling  v.  Armitage,  12  Ves.  88.  Lyne,  10.   Attwood  v,  Barham,  2  Rubs. 

And  see  Sutherland  v,  Briggs,  1  Hare,  186.    See,  however,  Seagood  v,  Meale, 

26.  Prec  Oh.  561. 

(o)  Earl  of  Ayleeford's  case,  25tra.  (p)  Wills  v.  Stzadling,  3  Ves.  378. 

788.     Laoon  v.  Mertins,  3  Atk.  4.  (q)  Kine  v.  Balfe,  2  Ball  &  Beat 

Anon.5Vin.  Ab.523.  pL40.    Gregory  343.348. 

V,  MigheU,  18  Vee.  333.    Boaidman  (r)  Cole  v.  White,  dted,  1  Bro.C.C. 

V.  Mostyn,  6  Ves.  470.    M orphett  v,  409. 

Jones  1  Swanst  181;  S.  C.  1  Wils. 
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writing)  be  for  an  extension  of  the  term  of  a  lease,  the  mere 
fact  of  the  possession  being  continued  by  the  lessee,  who  of 
course  remains  in  possession  until  he  receives  notice  to  quit, 
can  have  no  weight  in  taking  the  case  out  of  the  statute,  or 
even  call  for  an  answer  («). 

Acts  which  are  merely  introductoiy  or  ancillary  to  the 
agreement,  as  giving  instructions  for  a  lease  (i).  Sec.,  though 
attended  with  expense,  are  not  considered  a  part  perform- 
ance  (u) ;  nor  are  acts,  equivocal  in  themselves,  or  easily  ad- 
mitting of  compensation.  Therefore,  where  a  tenant  in  poe- 
session,  under  an  intimation  from  his  landlord  that  he  might 
be  induced  to  grant  a  further  term  of  ten  years,  but  without 
any  absolute  promise  or  agreement,  expended  a  considerable 
sum  in  rebuilding  a  party-wall,  the  court  refused  his  claim  for 
an  extension  of  his  term,  first,  because  the  act  was  equivocal, 
and  would  have  taken  place  equally  if  there  had  not  been  any 
agreement ;  and,  secondly,  because  the  money  might  be  re- 
covered from  the  landlord  if  the  expense  was  to  be  borne  by 
him,  and  the  parties  be  thus  restored  to  their  former  situation; 
and  the  circumstance  of  the  lessee^s  being  obliged  to  reaort 
to  an  action  to  recover  his  money  was  not  deemed  a  reason 
for  taking  the  case  out  of  the  statute  {w). 

So,  where  there  was  a  parol  agreement  between  the  plain- 
tiff and  defendant,  that,  upon  the  former  obtaining  from  one 
Hammond  a  release  of  his  claim  to  a  certain  messuage,  the 
defendant  would  grant  him,  the  plaintiff,  a  lease  thereof,  and 
the  plaintiff  obtained  the  release  upon  consideration  of  his 
giving  Hammond  the  free  admission  to  the  Pantheon,  value 
15/.  per  annum,  the  court  was  of  opinion  that  this  was  merely 
a  preparatory  act,  and  no  part  performance  (y). 

Payment  of  an  additional  rent  is  also  of  itself  too  equivocal 


(«)  Wills  V.  Stradling,  8  Ves.  878.  Bawdes  v.  Amhnnt,  Free.  Ch.  402. 

Morphett  v.  Jones,  sap.    Seagood  v.  («)  Whitbread  v.  Brockhnrst,  1  Bro^ 

Meale,  Free  Ch.  661.    Sarage  v.  Gar-  C.  C.  412. 

roU,  I  Ball  &  Beat  265.    O'Roorke  (x)  Frame  v.  Dawson,  14  Vea.  386. 

r.  Feraval,  2  Ball  &  Beat  63.  (y)  O'Reilly  v.  Thompson,  2  Cox, 

(0  1    Bro.  C.  C.  409.    And    see  271. 
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a  curcumstance  to  prevent  the  application  of  the  statute  (r). 
But  where  a  lessee  before  the  expiration  of  his  term  entered 
into  a  parol  agreement  for  an  extension  of  it,  at  a  different 
rent,  and  possession  was  continued  for  a  period  exceeding 
twenty  years,  and  the  new  rent  paid  and  received  accordingly, 
the  agreement  was  considered  to  have  been  suj£ciently  carried 
into  execution,  and  a  specific  performance  decreed  (a). 

Whether  the  payment  of  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  consi- 
deration or  purchase  money  would  be  deemed  a  part  perform- 
ance, has  long  been  a  subject  of  controversy,  but  the  court 
seems  now  inclined  to  the  negative  (d).  Indeed,  as  the  ground 
upon  which  relief  is  administered  in  these  cases  is  fraud  (c), 
it  may  be  stated,  as  a  general  rule,  that  nothing  amounts  to 
a  part  performance  that  does  not  put  the  party  in  a  situa- 
tion that  is  a  fraud  upon  him  if  the  agreement  be  not  ful- 
filled (d) ;  and  as  repayment,  especially  with  interest,  is  deemed 
to  place  the  parties  in  their  former  situation,  payment  of 
money  is  not  deemed  a  part  performance  (e). 

And  here  we  may  remark,  that  although  a  written  agree- 
ment for  a  lease,  made  in  pursuance  of  a  power  by  a  tenant 
for  life,  may  be  enforced  in  equity  against  the  remainder- 
man (/) ;  yet,  if  the  agreement  be  by  parol,  the  remainder- 
man will  not  be  bound,  even  though  it  be  partly  performed ; 
as  the  ground  of  relief  in  cases  of  part  performance  is  fraud, 
and  firaud  is  personal  {g).  He  might  be  affected  with  fraud, 
by  showing  that  an  expenditure  had  been  permitted  by  him, 
with  a  knowledge  that  the  party  had  only  a  parol  agreement 
from  the  tenant  for  life  (A),  or  by  proving  his  acquiescence. 


(«)  Wills  V,  Stradling,  3  Yes.  378. 
Lindsay  v.  Lynch,  2  Scho.  &  Lei  1. 

(a)  LordDeBartv.GoddardyWalliB, 
by  Lyne,  347. 

(b)  CUnan  v.  Cooke,  1  Soho.  &  Lef. 
40.  0*Herlihy  v.  Hedges,  I  Scho.  Sc 
Lef.  123.  Frame  v.  Dawson,  14  Yes. 
388. 

(c)  Seagood  v.  Meale,  Free.  Ch.  561 . 
Hawkma  v.  Holmes,  1  P.  Wms.  771. 
Clinan  «.  Cooke,  1  Scho.  &  Lef.  41. 


Morphett  v,  Jones,  1  Swanst  181; 
S.  C.  1  Wils.  100.  O'Herlihy  v. 
Hedges,  1  Scho.  &  Lef.  130. 

(d)  Clinan  v.  Cooke,  sap. 

(e)  Ibid. 

(/)  Shannon  v,  Bradstareet,  1  Scho. 
&  Lef.  52.  Blore  v.  Sutton,  3  Meriv. 
247.  Lowe  v.  Swift,  2  Ball  &  Beat. 
529. 

(g)  Ibid. 

(h)  Blore  V.  Sutton,  3  Meriv.  247. 


VOL.  I. 


P  P 


578  OF  THE  CONTRACT  OR  AGREEMENT.  [Past  IIL 

and  receipt  of  rent  for  several  years^  after  the  death  of  the 
tenant  for  life  (i) ;  but^  without  knowledge,  there  is  nothing  in 
the  mere  circumstance  of  expenditure  to  bind  him  (k). 

Lord  Alvanley  was  of  opinion,  that  the  court  had  gone 
rather  too  far  in  permitting  the  statute  to  be  evaded  by  part 
performance,  and  in  admitting  parol  evidence  of  the  contents 
of  the  agreement ;  and  he  thought  that,  instead  of  holding 
part  performance  to  be  evidence  of  an  unknown  agreement, 
the  court  should  have  ordered  the  money  laid  out  to  be  re- 
paid by  way  of  compensation ;  for  how,  said  he,  does  the 
circumstance  of  having  laid  out  a  great  deal  of  money  prove 
that  he  is  to  have  a  lease  for  ninety-nine  years?  The  common 
sense  of  the  thing  would  have  been  to  let  them  bring  an  action 
for  the  money  (/). 

Lord  Redesdale  too  expressed  his  disinclination  to  carry 
the  cases  further  than  he  was  compeUed  by  former  decisioiu, 
adding,  that  the  statute  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  pre* 
venting  perjuries  and  frauds,  and  that  nothing  could  be  more 
manifest  to  any  person  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  practising 
in  courts  of  equity,  than  that  the  relaxation  of  that  statute 
had  been  a  ground  of  much  perjury  and  much  fraud  (m). 

Lord  Lifford  also  entertained  a  similar  opinion  (n). 

After  a  part  performance  of  a  parol  contract,  the  testimony 
of  one  witness,  supported  by  collateral  circumstances,  will 
prevail  in  favor  of  a  bill  for  specific  execution,  against  a  denial 
of  the  agreement  by  the  answer  (o) .  But  it  is  otherwise  where 
the  alleged  agreement,  being  proved  by  one  witness  only,  is 
positively  denied  by  the  answer,  and  that  denial  is  also  con- 
firmed by  circumstances  {p). 

Notwithstanding  an  admission  of  the  agreement,  the  sta- 
tute may  still  be  insisted  on  as  a  defence  to  the  suit  {q);  and 

(t)  Shannon    v,    Bradstreet,    sop.  (o)  PilUng  v.  Azmitage,  12  Tea.  80. 

Stiles  V.  Cowper,  S  Atk.  692.  See  also  Gregory  v.  Mighdl,  18  Ves. 

(k)  Blore  v.  Sutton,  3  Meriv.  247.  828.     Toole  v.  Medlioott,   I  Ball  ft 

(0  Forster  v.  Hale,  3  Ves.  712.  Beat.  393. 402. 

(m)  Lindsay  v.  Lynch,  2  Scho.  &  (p)  Morphett  v,  Jones,  1  Swanst 

Lef.  1.  5.  172;  S.  G.  1  Wils.  100.    Lmdaay  v. 

(n)  Pahner  v.   White,  Wallis,  by  Lynch,  2  Scbo.  &  Let  1. 

Lyne,  10.  23.  {q)  Moore  v.  Edwards,  4  Yea.  23. 
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in  answer  to  an  objection  that  the  statute  could  not  be 
pleaded^  as  there  was  no  danger  of  perjury,  Lord  Lough- 
borough, C,  observed,  that  that  position  had  been  often 
controverted,  and  was  not  decided :  that  there  was  a  case  in 
Atkyns  that  misled  people,  where  Lord  Hardwicke  was  stated 
to  have  overruled  the  defence  upon  the  statute,  merely  on 
the  ground  that  the  agreement  was  admitted,  but  that,  having 
himself  had  occasion  to  look  into  it,  he  found  it  completely  a 
misstatement,  for  it  appeared  by  Lord  Hardwicke's  own  notes, 
that  it  was  upon  the  agreement  having  been  in  fact  executed 
that  the  case  was  determined  (r).  Where  the  statute  is 
pleaded,  the  defendants  answer  must  expressly  deny  the  acts 
alleged  as  a  part  performance  («). 

Where,  however,  a  party  admitted  a  parol  agreement  for  a 
lease,  and  his  readiness  at  one  time  to  execute  a  lease,  and 
his  wife,  with  his  knowledge,  received  fines  from  the  proposed 
lessee,  he  was  not  allowed  the  benefit  of  the  statute  of 
firauds  {t)  in  answer  to  a  bill  for  a  specific  performance  («). 


Section  III. — Op  the  form  of  the  agreement,  distin- 
guishing HEREIN  AN  AGREEMENT  FOR  A  LEASE  FROM  AN 
ACTUAL  LEASE. 

The  form  of  the  agreement  next  claims  our  attention,  which 
is  required  to  discriminate  between  language  importing  an 
actual  lease,  and  terms  which  amount  to  no  more  than  an 
agreement  for  one.  This  distinction,  as  we  shall  shortly  see, 
led  to  so  much  dispute  and  inconsistency  as  to  call  for  a  check 
from  parliament ;  and  with  this  view,  the  act  "  to  simplify 
the  transfer  of  property ''(a?)  contained  a  provision  (y),  that  no 
lease  in  writing  of  any  freehold,  copyhold,  or  leasehold  land, 

(r)  4  Yes.  24.  English  Act  of  29  Car.  2.  c.  3. 

(«)  Bowers  v.  Cator,    4   Yes.   91.  (u)  Hardy  v.  Wilkinson,   Ridgew. 

Wiflfl  V.  Stradling,  3  Yes.  378.  Lap.  &  Seh.  357. 

(0  7  W.  3.  c.  12,  the  Irish  Act,  the  (x)  7  &  8  Vict  c.  76. 

2nd  section  of  which  is  coached  in  the  (y)  Sect.  4. 
same  Isngoage  as  the  4th  section  of  the 
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should  be  valid  as  a  lease  unless  the  same  should  be  made  by 
deed ;  but  that  any  agreement  in  writing  to  let  any  such 
land  should  be  valid  and  take  effect  as  an  agreement  to  exe- 
cute a  lease ;  and  that  the  person  who  should  be  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  land  in  pursuance  of  any  agreement  to  let  mighty 
from  payment  of  rent  or  other  circumstances^  be  construed 
to  be  a  tenant  from  year  to  year.  The  ISth  section^  however, 
declared  that  the  act  should  commence  and  take  effect  from 
the  31st  of  December^  1844^  and  should  not  extend  to  any 
deed,  act,  or  thing,  executed  or  done,  or  (with  an  exception 
relating  to  contingent  remainders)  to  any  estate,  right,  or 
interest,  created  before  the  1st  of  January,  1845. 

In  the  next  session  (;?),  this  act,  so  far  as  concerns  our  sub- 
ject, was  repealed  as  from  the  1st  of  October,  1845,  and  it 
was  enacted  (a),  that  a  lease  required  by  law  to  be  in  writing 
of  any  tenements  or  hereditaments  made  after  that  day  should 
be  void  at  law  unless  made  by  deed. 

Hence,  instruments  in  writing  made  before  the  1st  of 
January,  1845,  falling  within  the  13th  section,  are  not  affected 
by  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  7  &  8  Vict.  c.  76;  neither  are 
they  within  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  106,  which  comprehends  only  in- 
struments  made  after  the  1st  of  October,  1845.  They  must, 
therefore,  be  governed  by  the  rules  of  the  old  law:  and  in- 
struments under  seal  executed  after  that  day  must  be  inter- 
preted in  like  manner;  for  though  the  last  act  requires  a 
deed  for  the  validity  of  leases  required  by  law  to  be  in  writing, 
it  does  not  declare  that  a  deed  shall  not  operate  as  an  agree- 
ment for  a  lease.  So,  again,  the  old  question  of  lease  or  agree- 
ment may  arise  on  a  written  contract  for  a  demise  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  three  years  where  the  rent  shall  amount  to 
two-thirds  of  the  frill  improved  value,  mentioned  in  the  sta- 
tute of  frauds  (b) ;  as  leases  of  that  description  are  not  required 
by  the  act  of  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  106,  to  be  by  deed. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  act,  by  rendering  a  deed 
necessary  to  the  validity  of  leases  required  to  be  in  writing, 

(2)  8  &  9  Vict  c.  106,  entitled  "An  (a)  Sect  3. 

act  to  amend  tlie  law  of  real  property."  (6)  29  Car.  2.  c  3.  88.  1  and  2. 


J 


Ch.  IY.  8.  III.]      AGREEMENT  DISTINGUISHED  FROM  LEASE.        581 

will  crush  a  mass  of  difSculty  in  its  birth ;  but  as  a  multitude 
of  instruments  made  before  the  1st  of  January,  1845,  must 
yet  await  judicial  construction;  and  as  the  question  of  lease  or 
agreement  may  still  arise  on  instruments  under  seal  executed 
after  that  day,  and  on  written  contracts  not  under  seal  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  three  years,  with  a  reservation  of  a  rent  of 
two-thirds  of  the  full  improved  value,  we  must  notice  the  prin- 
ciples heretofore  propounded  for  ascertaining  the  distinction 
between  the  two.  Litigation,  however,  will  visibly  decrease 
as  existing  agreements  expire,  not  to  be  replaced  by  others 
under  seal,  which  in  practice  are  comparatively  unknown. 

It  is  observable,  that  the  act  of  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  106,  omitted 
the  provision,  ''  that  the  person  who  should  be  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  land  in  pursuance  of  any  agreement  to  let,  might, 
from  payment  of  rent  or  other  circumstances,  be  construed  to 
be  a  tenant  from  year  to  year,'*  contained  in  the  act  of  7  &  8 
Vict.  c.  76,  as  it  declared  but  a  mere  conclusion  of  law  pre- 
viously well  understood. 

With  these  remarks  we  proceed  to  examine  the  decisions 
relating  to  the  distinction  between  leases  and  agreements, 
the  reader  bearing  in  mind  their  exclusive  applicability  to 
instruments,  either  parol  or  under  seal,  entered  into  before 
the  passing  of  the  act  to  simplify  the  transfer  of  property  (c) ; 
to  instruments  under  seal  executed  since;  and  to  mere  written 
contracts  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  years,  reserving  a  rent 
of  two-thirds  of  the  full  improved  value ;  as  all  contracts  not 
under  seal  for  granting  leases  made  after  that  act,  except  in 
the  case  last  mentioned,  operate  as  agreements  only. 

No  particular  form  of  words  is  necessary  to  constitute  a 
valid  agreement  for  a  lease.  The  use,  however,  of  ambiguous 
or  untechnical  expressions  has  been,  and  still  may  be,  a  source 
of  perplexity  and  doubt,  whether  the  instrument  be  a  contract 
for  a  lease,  executory,  and  conferring  an  equitable  title  only; 
or  an  absolute  lease,  creating  an  immediate  legal  estate  in 
possession  or  reversion.  The  consequences  of  the  difference 
claim  for  it  more  attention  than  it  appears  at  first  sight  to 

(r)  7  &  8  Vict.  c.  76. 
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deserve.  If  tbe  instroment  amount  to  a  leaae^  the  lessee  can- 
not^ during  his  rightful  enjoyment^  be  evicted  in  an  eject- 
ment ;  that  form  of  action  requiring  the  plaintiff  to  be  owner 
of  the  legal  estate  {d) :  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  it  operate 
as  an  agreement  only,  it  is  not  competent  for  the  landlord  to 
distrain  (e),  unless  a  tenancy  from  year  to  year  be  implied 
from  circumstances  (/).  Again,  where  copyholds  form  the 
subject  of  the  transaction,  a  forfeiture  may  be  incurred  or 
avoided,  according  to  the  construction  of  the  instrument; 
and  the  amount  of  the  stamp  duty,  and  the  denomination  of 
the  stamp  seem,  in  like  manner,  to  be  dependent  on  the  same 
question.  The  variety  of  these  cases  has  occasioned  many 
apparently  discordant  adjudications ;  and,  as  each  was  founded 
on  the  peculiar  phraseology  of  the  instrument,  it  is  difficult 
to  render  one  subservient  to  the  exposition  of  another;  or  to 
furnish  such  general  principles  as  may  serve  to  illuminate  this 
obscure  labyrinth.  The  chief  rule  propounded  by  the  court 
is,  that  the  instrument  must  be  construed  according  to  the 
intention  of  the  parties ;  but  we  gain  little  or  nothing  from 
it,  being  still  thrown  on  the  particular  terms  of  the  agree- 
ment to  discover  what  that  intention  really  is. 

We  will  notice,  I.  the  cases  which  have  been  held  to 
amount  to  an  agreement;  and,  II.  those  that  have  been 
held  to  amount  to  a  lease. 

I.  The  phrase  "  Memorandum  of  agreement,*'  *' Articles  of 
agreement,''  "  A.  B.  doth  affree  to  let,  and  C.  D.  doth  a^^ree  to 
take,''  or  expressions  of  similar  signification,  exercise  but  little 
influence  in  construction;  and  if  the  whole  instrument  import 
rather  an  intention  to  a  future  act,  than  a  thing  done,  the 
words  will  not  be  construed  to  amount  to  an  actual  letting  or 

(d)  The  case  of  Weakly  dem.  Yea  Hamerton  v.  Stead,  3  Barn.  &  Grea' 

V.  Backnell,  Cowp.  473,  deciding  that  478;  S.  C.  5  Dow.  &  Ry.  206.    Kwfjtd 

an  agreement  for  a  lease  formed  a  v,  Benett,  or  Bennett,  3  Bing.  361; 

valid  defence  to  an  ejectment,  it  should  S.  C.  11  J.  B.  Mo.  222.    Cox  v.  Bent, 

seem,  cannot  he  supported.    See  post,  5  Bing.  185  ;  S.  C.  1  Mo.  &  Pk.  281. 

Sect.  IV.  of  this  Chapter.  Regnart  v.  Porter,  7  Biog.  451 ;  S.  CL 

(«)  Began  v.  Johnson,  2  Taunt.  148.  5  Mo.  &  Pa.  370. 
Dunk  V.  Hunter,  5  Bam.  &  Aid.  322.  (/)  Ihid. 
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taking  {ff) ;  though  certain  terms  used^  taken  by  themselves^ 
might  imply  a  present  demise  {h). 

In  Groodtitle  dem.  Estwick  v.  Way  (i),  an  instrument  was 
produced  in  evidence^  dated  in  1779^  on  paper  unstamped^ 
and  not  under  seal^  purporting  to  be  articles  of  agreement 
between  Lord  Abingdon  and  the  defendant's  father,  by  which 
Lord  Abingdon,  in  consideration  of  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
paid  by  Way,  sold  him  the  goods  in  his  house  at  Bycot.  And 
the  subsequent  part  of  the  agreement  ran  thus: — "And 
further  the  said  Earl  of  Abingdon  doth  hereby  agree  to  let, 
and  the  said  Biehard  Way  agrees  to  rent  and  take,  for  the 
term  of  seven,  fourteen,  or  twenty-one  years,  in  case  the  said 
earl  shall  so  long  live,  at  and  for  the  rent  of  1,400/.  a  year,  to 
be  paid  half-yearly,  (the  said  earl  to  pay  or  allow  aU  manner 
of  tithes  and  taxes  both  ordinary  and  extraordinary,)  all  his 
estate,  &c.,  at  Bycot.  It  is  agreed,  the  said  Bichard  Way 
shall  enter  upon  all  the  said  premises  immediately,  but  not 
commence  payment  of  rent  until  Lady-day  next.  It  is  fur- 
ther agreed,  that  leases  with  the  usual  covenants  shall  be 
made  and  executed  by  the  parties  on  or  before  Michaelmas 
next" ;  and  the  court  considered  the  express  stipulation  that 
leases  should  be  drawn  before  Michaelmas  amounted  to  clear 
evidence  of  the  intention  of  the  parties  that  such  agreement 
should  not  operate  as  a  lease ;  but  only  that  it  should  confer 
a  right  to  the  immediate  possession  till  a  lease  could  be  drawn, 
and  decided  accordingly. 

The  case  of  Doe  dem.  Jackson  v.  Ashbumer  {k)  is  to  the 
same  effect.  The  articles  were  as  follow: — ^''March  4th,  1783. 
Articles  of  agreement  between  Thomas  Scarisbrick  and  D. 
Jackson  entered  into  in  regard  to  his  fulling-mills,  dry-salt- 


(ff)  Plesaiint  v.  Highaio,  Rol.  Ab. 
Estate,  (X),  pi.  3.  Tooker  v.  Squier, 
RoL  Ab.  Estate,  (S),  pi.  10;  and  (X), 
pL  2.  Browne  v.  Warner,  14  Yea. 
1 59.  Phillips  V,  Hartley,  3  Gar.  &  Pa. 
121.    Anon.  Ow.  49. 

(A)  Storgion  v.  Punter,  Noy,  128. 
Doe  dem.  Jackson  v.  Ashbumer,  5 
Term  Rep.  163.    Morgan  dem.  Dow- 


ding  v.  Bissell,  3  Taunt  64.  Staniforth 
V.  Fox,  7  Bing.  690-4;  S.  C.  5  Mo.  & 
Pa.  589. 

(i)  Groodtiile  dem.  Estwick  v.  Way, 
1  Term  Rep.  735 ;  and  distinguished 
from  Poole  V,  Bentley,  12  East,  170, 
and  post,  p.  600. 

{h)  Doe  dem.  Jackson  9.  Ashbumer, 
5  Term  Rep.  163. 
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ing-millsj  and  other  conyenieuces  for  carrying  on  said 
or  trades.  That  the  said  mills  and  conveniences^  with  the 
islands  and  acre  of  land  (/)  Mintsfeet^  called  Ashacre,  he 
shall  enjoy ;  and  I  engage  to  give  him  a  lease  in,  for  the  term 
of  thirty-one  years  from  Whitsuntide,  1784,  at  the  dear  yeariy 
rent  of  110/.  to  be  paid  by  two  equal  payments,  at  Martdmnas 
and  Whitsuntide  following.  And  that  I  will  purchase  one  yard 
in  breadth,  to  be  laid  to  the  race  from  the  High  Clews,  the 
length  of  Charles  Close ;  and  if  it  be  bought,  and  the  purchase 
is  more  than  200/.  per  acre,  he  the  said  D.  Jackson  to  pay 
more  than  it  costs  beyond  that  rate.  And  that  the  old  count- 
ing-house be  brought  out  as  far  as  the  engine-house;  and 
that  towards  the  said  alteration,  T.  Scarisbrick  is  to  famish 
timber  and  slate  for  the  roof.  That  D.  Jackson,  on  his  part, 
engages  to  keep  the  mills,  wear,  and  every  other  matter  in 
repair,  he  having  at  all  times  the  privilege  of  the  roads  to 
make  what  repairs  may  be  wanted.  That  he  the  said  T. 
Scarisbrick  engages  not  to  be  concerned  directly  or  indirectly 
in  any  other  mill  for  manufacturing  dyeing  woods  in  Cum- 
berland, Westmoreland,  Durham,  Northumberland,  and 
Lancashire,  or  Yorkshire.^'  Here  the  superadded  words  were 
deemed  to  qualify  the  term  shall  er^oy,  and  to  restrain  its 
operation  so  as  to  make  the  agreement  merdy  executory.  On 
this  ground  the  case  is  distinguishable  from  Drake  v.  Mun- 
day  {m).  Had  no  restraint  on  the  former  words  been  imposed 
by  the  engagement  to  give  a  lease  in  future,  they  would  have 
operated  as  a  perfect  lease.  Besides,  by  another  part  of  the 
agreement,  the  landlord  was  to  acquire  an  additional  piece  of 
ground  to  be  laid  to  the  miU,  without  which  the  lease  was 
not  to  be  granted;  and  this  also  was  of  imp<Nrtanoe  to  show 
that  there  was  to  be  some  friture  instrument  to  give  a  title  to 
the  plaintiff.     It  is  also  observable,  that  the  agreement  was 

(0  Soinreport:  qu.'<at"{  sixyean,andthat A. wooMsiiffieiaidy 

(m)  Cro.  Car.  207 ;  S.  C.  W.  Jo.  231 ;      repair  it     Bt  in  coimdmOume 


where  A.  covenanted,  granted,  and  mmorum,  B.  coveoanted  to  paj  A.  as 
agreed  with  B.,  that  he  should  have  annual  rent  of  90L  during  the  ax 
and  enjoy  such  a  house  and  lands  for      yean. 
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made  in  March^  1783^  and  was  not  to  take  effect  till  Whit- 
suntide^ 1784.  Under  all  the  circumstances^  as  the  parties 
had  agreed^  the  one  to  give^  and  the  other  to  receive,  a  future 
lease,  the  court  could  not  conceive  that  this  was  intended  to 
be  a  present  lease. 

So,  in  another  case  (n),  an  agreement  was  entered  into  in 
writing  in  these  terms: — ''Srd  March,  1778.  Agreed  this 
day  to  let  Mr.  Smith  my  house,  situate  in  the  Wardwicke, 
Derby,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  thirty  guineas,  he  paying  the 
taxes;  also  an  inclosure  called  the  Ghdlows  Intack,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  71.  The  above  agreement  to  continue  during 
my  life,  supposing  it  to  be  occupied  by  himself,  or  a  tenant 
agreeable  to  me.  A  clause  to  be  added  in  the  lease  to  give 
my  son  a  power  to  take  the  house  for  himself,  if  he  chooses, 
when  he  comes  of  age.^^  No  other  lease  was  ever  prepared, 
and  Smith  took  possession  of  and  occupied  the  premises  till 
his  death.  The  court,  referring  to  that  part  of  the  agreement 
which  stipulated  for  a  clause  to  be  added  in  the  lease,  were 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  those  words,  importing  that  some- 
thing ulterior  the  agreement  was  to  be  done  by  way  of  a 
regular  lease,  showed  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  be  that 
the  writing  in  question  should  operate  only  as  an  agree- 
ment for  a  lease,  and  not  as  the  lease  itself.  And  on  this 
ground  the  case  was  held  to  be  distinguishable  from  Poole  t;. 
Bentley  (o). 

The  case  of  Tempest  t;.  Bawling  (p)  proceeded  on  the  same 
ground.  The  defendant  was  let  into  possession,  and  had  paid 
rent;  and  to  the  instrument  under  which  he  claimed,  an  agree- 
ment stamp  of  16«.  was  affixed.  The  paper  was  entitled : — 
^'  Conditions  of  letting  the  four  farms  after  mentioned,'^  &;c. 
(which  were  offered  in  so  many  lots) ;  and  then  it  proceeded 
thus : — "  The  term  to  be  from  year  to  year :  the  lands  to  be 
entered  upon  on  the  Srd  of  February,  1808,  and  the  housing 
on  the  12th  of  May'';  and  six  months'  notice  to  quit  was  to  be 

(n)  Doe  dem.  Bromfield  v.  Smith,      B.  R.    6  East,  531,  n.  (c). 
6  Eftst,  530;  S.  C.  2  Smith,  570.    Doe  (o)  12  East,  168;  post,  p.  600. 

dem.  Gawood  v.  Banks,  £.  27  Geo.  3.  (p)  Tempest  v.  Rawling,  13  East,  18. 
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given.  Then,  after  stating  certain  regulations  to  be  obserred 
by  the  tenant^  it  proceeded :  "  A  lease  to  be  made  npon  these 
conditions  with  all  usual  covenants/'  And  at  the  foot  of  the 
paper  was  written : — "  I  agree  to  take  lot  1.  [the  premises  in 
question]  at  the  rent  of  &c.^  subject  to  the  covenants/'  It 
was  signed  by  the  defendant^  and  dated  the  24th  of  November, 
1 807 ;  and  the  court  determined^  that  it  was  nothing  more  than 
an  agreement  for  a  lease  which  was  to  be  made  thereafter,  time 
being  given  to  prepare  it,  before  the  term  was  to  conunence. 
They  said  that  in  Poole  t;.  Bentley  {q)  the  tenant  was  to  have 
immediate  possession,  and  to  lay  out  money  in  bnilding,  and 
the  rent  was  to  commence  immediately;  but  that  here  there 
was  no  immediate  occupation  to  be  taken  by  the  tenant. 

In  Bicknell  v.  Hood  (r),  an  instrument,  dated  18th  of  De- 
cember, 18S4,  was  entered  into  to  the  following  effect: — ^B., 
in  consideration  of  the  rents,  covenants,  and  agreements, 
thereinafter  mentioned,  agreed  to  grant  a  lease  to  H.  of  certain 
premises;  to  hold  unto  H.  for  the  term  of  two  years  and  three- 
quarters,  wanting  seven  days,  from  the  25th  of  December 
then  instant ;  yielding  and  paying  the  yearly  rent  of  140i!., 
quarterly,  on  the  25th  of  March,  &c.,  the  first  quarterly  pay- 
ment to  be  made  on  the  25th  of  March,  1835 :  and  which 
said  indenture  of  lease  was  to  contain  covenants  by  H.  to  pay 
the  rent  at  the  times  above  mentioned,  and  also  all  taxes,  and 
all  other  similar  covenants  contained  in  a  certain  lease,  dated 
&c.,  and  made  between  &;c.  And  H.  covenanted  and  agreed, 
when  requested  by  B.,  to  accept  such  lease  upon  the  terms 
above  specified,  and  to  execute  a  counterpart ;  and  that,  until 
such  lease  should  have  been  granted,  it  should  be  lawful  for  B. 
to  distrain  for  all  or  any  part  of  the  rent  which  might  become 
due  from  H.  for  or  in  respect  of  the  rent  of  the  premises 
thereby  agreed  to  be  demised  at  any  time  after  the  execution 
of  the  agreement.  It  was  contended  that  the  clause  relative 
to  the  right  of  distress  constituted  an  immediate  relation  of 
landlord  and  tenant  between  the  parties ;  and,  consequently, 

(q)  12  East,  168,  post,  p.  600. 
(r)  Bicknell  v.  Hood,  5  Mees.  Sl  Wei.  104;  S.  C.  2  Horn  &  HurL  S6. 
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that  the  instrument  operated  as  a  lease^  and  not  as  an  agree* 
ment ;  an  ailment  met  by  the  remark  of  Manle^  B.,  that 
if  the  instrumept  operated  as  a  present  demise,  the  clause 
would  be  idle,  because  the  lessor  would  have  had  power  to 
distrain  without  it ;  and  the  instrument  was  held  to  amount 
to  an  agreement  only. 

So,  in  Stone  v.  B«oger8  {s),  ^'an  agreement  between  B.  B. 
and  G.  B.  (that  is  to  say),  G.  B.  to  have  my  tenement  called 
D.,  situate  at  C,  for  20/.  a  year,  and  the  whole  of  my  keep 
and  maintenance  during  the  life  of  G.  B.,  and  to  take  posses- 
sion immediately,  and  begin  to  pay  rent  at  Michaelmas,'' 
was  held  to  amount  only  to  an  agreement  to  grant  a  fixture 
lease  for  the  life  of  G.  B.;  for,  not  being  under  seal,  an  estate 
of  freehold  could  not  pass  by  it. 

And  where  the  lessee  of  a  farm  entered  into  a  written 
agreement  with  his  lessor,  by  which  the  latter  agreed  to 
manage  the  farm,  the  former  allowing  him  the  sum  oSlZs.  a 
week,  and  allowing  him  and  his  wife  to  have  the  use  of  the 
dweUing-house  and  furniture  therein  free  of  rent,  with  power 
to  either  party  to  put  an  end  to  the  agreement  on  giving  three 
months'  notice,  or  paying  or  receiving  three  months'  wages ; 
the  instrument  was  held  not  to  operate  as  a  lease,  but  only 
as  a  mode  of  remunerating  the  lessor  as  bailiff  (/). 

In  the  late  case  of  Doe  dem.  Wright  v.  Smith  (ti),  a  party 
having  recovered  judgment  in  ejectment  against  his  tenant, 
died  without  having  taken  possession,  and  devised  the  pre- 
mises to  one  Elizabeth  Taylor,  who  obtained  from  the  tenant 
a  paper,  signed  by  him,  which,  after  admitting  that  possession 
under  the  gectmenthad  been  stayed  at  his  request,  proceeded 
thus : — "Now  know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  premises,  I  do  hereby  attorn  tenant  to  the 
said  E.  Taylor,  for  the  said  messuages,  &c.,  and  have  this  day 
paid  to  F.  B.,  the  agent  of  the  said  E.  Taylor,  the  sum  of 
one  shilling  upon  the  attornment,  on  account  and  in  part  of 

(«)  Stone  V.  Rogen9  2  Mees.  &  WeL      Gar.  &  Pa.  494. 
443;  S.  C.  Mur.  &  Huri.  146.  («)  Doe  dem.  Vt^right  v.  Smith,  8 

(0  Doe  dem.  Hughes  v.  Deny,  9      AdoL  &  £U.  255. 
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the  rent  due  and  to  become  due  from  me  for  and  in  respect 
of  the  said  premises:  and  I  do  become  tenant  thereof 
to  the  said  E.  Taylor  from  the  29th  day  of  September  last 
past/^  The  writing  was  produced  as  an  attornment,  but  the 
tenants  counsel  insisted  on  its  being  an  agreement  for  a 
tenancy,  and  incapable  of  being  received  in  evidence  for  want 
of  a  stamp;  it  was  held,  however,  not  to  amount  to  an  agree- 
ment for  a  lease,  nor  strictly  to  an  attornment,  attornment  to 
the  heir  or  devisee  of  a  reversion  not  being  necessary,  bat 
rather  to  an  acknowledgment  of  tenancy. 

Want  of  certainty  with  respect  to  the  commencement  and 
duration  of  the  interest,  or  the  amount  of  rent,  may  render 
the  instrument  an  executoiy  contract.  Thus,  where  A.  demised 
or  agreed  to  demise  to  H.  P.  certain  lands  for  the  term  of 
three  lives,  renewable  for  ever,  at  a  yearly  rent ;  and  it  was 
further  agreed,  that  leases  should  be  perfected  at  the  request 
of  either  of  the  parties;  the  instrument  was  held  to  be  executory 
only,  it  not  being  the  intention  to  grant  a  lease  for  the  life  of 
H.  P.,  but  for  three  lives  to  be  thereafter  named ;  and  to  rest 
in  agreement  until  proper  leases  were  prepared  (or). 

So,  in  the  case  of  Dunk  t;.  Hunter  (y),  the  following  agree- 
ment was  entered  into  between  the  parties : — **  Memorandum 
of  an  agreement  between  Mrs.  Ann  Hunter,  of  Southwick, 
and  David  Dunk,  of  Brighton,  Butcher.  Mrs.  Ann  Hunter 
agrees  to  let  on  lease,  with  purchasing  clause,  for  the  term  of 
twenty-one  years,  all  that  house  and  premises,  St.  James's 
Street,  present  tenant,  Thomas  Lawler,  entering  on  the  said 
premises  by  D.  Dunk,  any  time  on  or  before  the  11th  day  of 
February,  1820,  at  the  net  clear  rent  of  63/.  per  year,  and 
to  keep  all  premises  in  as  good  repair  as  when  taken  to, 
(reasonable  wear  allowed,)  paying  on  entry  50/.  in  ready  cash, 
and  the  rent  payable  quarterly.  The  term  for  seven,  fourteen, 
or  twenty-one  years,  which  term  Mr.  D.  Dunk  is  to  give  one 
clear  year's  notice,  before  the  expiration  of  either  of  the  above 

{x)  Pentland  r.  Stokee,  2  Ball  &       322,  distinguished  from  StanilbrUi  r. 
Bent  68.  Fox,  7  Bing.  590,  post,  p.  606. 

{y)  Dimk  v.  Hunter,  5  Barn.  &  Aid. 
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term  of  years,  if  he  intends  to  leave ;  if  purchases  before  the 
expiration  of  the  above  term  by  D.  Dunk,  he  is  to  pay  on  pur- 
chase 1000  guineas.^^  And  it  was  held,  that  this  was  only  an 
agreement  preparatory  to  a  demise,  and  not  an  actual  demise : 
for  it  did  not  possess  any  one  of  the  forms  of  a  lease ;  nor  could 
the  court  infer  when  the  tenancy  was  to  commence,  or  the 
rent  to  become  due.  Holroyd,  J.,  said  that  the  subsequent 
words  relative  to  the  introduction  of  a  clause  for  purchasing 
showed  that  the  letting  was  to  be  by  a  particular  instrument 
containing  such  a  clause;  and  that  the  stipulation  as  to  the 
payment  of  50/.  upon  entry  was  quite  incoitsistent  with  an 
actual  demise;  for,  if  it  were  an  actual  demise,  the  tenant 
would  have  had  a  right  to  enter  immediately  without  paying 
that  sum. 

And  the  same  principle  prevailed  in  Clayton  v.  Burten- 
shaw(r).  By  an  instrument  under  seal,  A.  agreed  with  B.  to 
take  and  hire  of  him  a  certain  house,  shop,  and  warehouse, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  35/.;  but  no  period  was  prescribed 
for  the  commencement  or  termination  of  the  interest.  It 
was  also  agreed  that  A.  should  take  all  the  stock  in  trade, 
and  also  all  the  fixtures  and  utensils  in  the  shop  and  ware- 
house, and  such  part  of  the  household  furniture  as  he  should 
think  necessary,  at  a  fair  valuation,  on  the  11th  of  October 
then  next;  and  for  the  consideration  and  amount  of  such 
stock,  utensOs,  and  fomiture,  he  agreed  to  pay  1000/.  The 
deed  was  executed  by  A.  only,  and  was  impressed  with  a  SOs. 
stamp.  The  court  held,  that  it  operated  as  an  agreement 
for  a  lease ;  for  there  were  no  words  of  demise,  the  language 
being  that  of  the  persons  only  who  were  to  have  the  benefit 
of  the  lease;  nor  did  it  appear  when  the  interest  was  to  com- 
mence; nor  how  long  it  was  to  continue;  nor  that  the  supposed 
lessor  executed  the  instrument. 

In  Begnart  v.  Porter  (a),  P.  agreed  to  let,  and  R.  to  take,  a 
lease  of  certain  premises,  for  a  term  of  sixty  years  firom  Mid- 


(2)  Clayton  v.  Burtenahaw,  5  Barn.  <a)  Regnart  v.  Porter,  7  Bing.  451 ; 

&  Cres.  41 ;  S.  C.  7  Dow.  &  Ry.  800.        S.  C.  5  Mo.  &  Pa.  370. 
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summer  then  next^  at  the  rent  of  25/.  a  year.  P.  fordier 
agreed  to  complete  the  premises  for  habitation^  and  to  fix  a 
bresummer  in  the  back  front  window,  and  to  allow  B.  15/. 
towards  the  expenses  of  an  oven,  which  R.  agreed  to  erect; 
and  the  said  rent  was  to  commence  at  Michaelmas  day  then 
next  ensuing.  B.  entered,  and  erected  the  OTcn;  but  P.  never 
completed  the  premises  nor  fixed  the  bresummer.  After  the 
expiration  of  nearly  four  years,  during  which  period  he  had 
never  paid  any  rent,  B.,  being  called  on  for  payment,  said, 
that  he  had  the  money  prepared  to  pay  what  was  due,  but 
insisted  on  the  *previous  performance  of  the  stipulations  in 
the  agreement,  and  on  the  allowance  of  certain  sums  he  had 
been  compelled  to  lay  out  on  the  prCTuses.  It  was  held,  that 
the  instrument  did  not  amount  to  a  present  demise;  and  that 
P.  could  not  distrain,  as  no  rent  certain  for  the  occupation 
had  been  agreed  on  between  the  parties,  nor  admitted  by  the 
tenant ;  which  latter  circumstance  was  considered  as  distin- 
guishing the  case  from  Cox  v.  Bent  (6),  where  the  precise 
amount  of  rent  was  so  admitted. 

In  another  case  (c),  J.  agreed  in  writing  with  B.  to  make  a 
good  and  sufficient  lease  by  indenture  of  all,  &c.,  to  B.,  for 
the  term  of  twenty-one  years,  to  commence  from  Michaelmas 
day  then  next  ensuing,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  45/.,  payable 
quarterly  on  the  four  most  usual  days  of  payment  in  every 
year  during  the  term,  the  first  payment  thereof  to  commence 
on  the  29th  September  then  next ;  to  be  entered  upon  imme- 
diately by  the  plaintiff,  he  paying  upon  the  day  of  the  date  of 
the  agreement  25/.  to  J. :  and  in  the  lease  were  to  be  con- 
tained, on  the  part  of  B.,  a  covenant  to  pay  the  rent,  and  all 
rates,  taxes,  and  assessments,  during  the  term ;  to  repair  the 
premises;  to  deliver  them  up  quietly  at  the  end  of  the  term ; 
not  to  assign  or  underlet  without  consent ;  nor  to  exercise 
offensive  trades;  and  all  other  usual  and  reasonable  covenants 
on  the  part  of  B. ;  and,  on  the  part  of  J.,  a  covenant  for  quiet 


(b)  Cox  V.  Beuty  6  Bing.  185,  inte;  (c)  Bnudiier  «.  JaekKm,  6  M 

S.  C.  1  Mo.  ft  Pa.  281.  WeL  649. 
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enjoyment  by  B.  during  the  tenn;  and  also  a  power  for  either 
of  the  parties^  by  notice  in  wiitingy  to  be  delivered  six  months 
previously  to  the  end  or  expiration  of  the  first  seven  or  four- 
teen years^  to  determine  the  lease.  And  B.  agreed  to  accept 
such  lease^  and  to  execute  and  deliver  to  J.  a  counterpart;  and 
it  was  held  to  be  an  agreement  only  for  a  future  tenancy. 

So^  if  the  term  be  to  commence  at  a  future  day^  and  certain 
matters  material  to  the  tenancy  remain  to  be  ascertained  by  a 
third  party^  the  instrument  cannot  operate  as  an  iounediate 
demise  (cf).  Therefore^  where  two  parties  entered  into  an 
instrument^  dated  29th  July^  1829,  to  the  following  effect : — 

''An  agreement  made  between  A.  and  B.  about fiurm 

from  year  to  year.  He  the  said  A.  lets  this  farm  to  B.  at  the 
valuation  of  two  disinterested  persons  to  be  chosen  by  each 
of  them :  B.  is  to  give  two  sureties  to  answer  for  the  rent : 
the  above  valuation  is  to  take  place  in  determining  the  rent 
for  1829  and  the  time  to  come/'  it  was  held  not  to  amount 
to  a  lease,  the  rent  not  being  fixed,  nor  the  sureties  given. 
The  valuation  and  giving  security  were  considered  as  condi- 
tions precedent  {e). 

So,  an  instrument  in  the  following  terms : — "  A  agrees  to 
become  the  tenant  of  Glynn  Farm  at  the  customary  time  of 
entry,  under  the  following  conditions ;  viz.,  that  the  sum  of 
260/.  annual  rent  shall  be  paid  at  the  usual  time  for  the  house, 
premises,  and  lands,  as  agreed  upon;  and  B.  [the  agent  of  the 
landlord]  agrees  to  lay  out  in  the  improvements  and  altera- 
tions of  the  farmhouse  and  new  sheds,  agreeable  to  plan  and 
estimate  produced,  a  sum  not  exceeding  200/.,  with  the  under- 
standing that  spars  for  rafters  for  the  outbuildings  shall  be 
found  from  the  estate;  cartage  of  all  materials,  except  stones 
for  walls,  to  be  done  or  found  by  A.'^  was  held  not  to  be  an 
immediate  demise;  but  to  be  an  agreement  between  the  parties 
that  at  a  future  time  one  of  them  should  become  the  tenant, 
provided  certain  things  were  intermediately  done  by  the  land- 


(d)  Jones  V.  Reyncddfl,  1  <^B.506;         (<)  John  v,  Jenkins,  1  Crompt  ft 
S.  C.  1  6a.  ft  Day.  62.  Mees.  227;  S.  C.  8  Tyrw.  170. 
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lord  or  his  agent^  so  as  to  put  the  premises  into  a  certain 
state  described  by  the  agreement  (/). 

It  is  observable^  that  in  the  cases,  noticed  hereafter,  which 
establish,  as  legal  demises,  instruments  wherein  something 
further  is  agreed  to  be  done,  nothing  more  than  a  regular 
conveyance  was  wanting,  the  terms  of  the  contract  being 
fully  specified  and  ascertained  (y). 

Strong  circumstances  of  inconvenience  apparent  on  the  in- 
strument, and  attendant  on  its  construction  as  a  lease,  may 
also  indicate  the  intention  of  the  parties  that  it  should  be  an 
agreement  only ;  such  as  a  stipulation,  that  out  of  the  rent  " 

mentioned  a  proportionate  abatement  should  be  made  in 
respect  of  certain  excepted  premises,  for  until  the  comple- 
tion of  the  apportionment  the  lessor  could  not  distrain ;  or  a 
stipulation  that  the  tenant  shoxdd  hold  at  and  under  all  usual 
covenants  as  between  landlord  and  tenant  where  the  premises 
are  situate,  for  it  might  be  disputable  what  usual  coyenants 
were  (A). 

Accordingly,  where  C.  agreed  to  let,  and  T.  agreed  to  take, 
a  house  situate  at  Brighton,  from  the  24th  of  June  then  next 
ensuing,  for  the  term  of  twenty-one  years,  determinable  at 
seven  and  fourteen  years;  and  it  was  provided,  that  the  lease 
to  be  granted  should  contain  a  covenant  on  the  part  of  C.  for 
T.  to  purchase  the  fee-simple  for  600/.  at  any  time  within  the 
first  seven  years  of  the  term  to  be  granted,  and  a  covenant 
on  the  part  of  T.  for  payment  of  the  rent  of  85/.,  payable 
quarterly,  dear  of  all  deductions  for  taxes  whatsoever,  and 
that  the  insurance  on  the  sum  of  500/.  was  to  be  paid  by  C, 
and  to  be  repaid  by  T.  as  an  increased  rent;  to  lay outwithin 
twelve  months  100/.  on  the  premises ;  to  keep  the  premises  in 
substantial  repair,  and  all  other  usual  covenants  as  in  leases 
of  houses  at  Brighton ;  and  that  T.  should  execute  a  oounter- 

</)  Gore  «.  Lloyd,  12  lfeeB.&Wel.  (A)  lforgMidein.Dowdiiig«.6iflMll, 

468.  3  Tsimt  65.    Chftpnuui  v.  Towner,  6 

(g)  Pentbnd  «.  Stokes,  2  Ball  &  Meee.  &  WeL  100.    Doe  dem.  Mor- 

Beat  78.  Doe  dem.  Peazfion  v.  Riee,  gan  v,  Powell,  8  Soott's  N.  R.  887. 700. 
8  Bing.  178. 182. 
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part  of  lease  when  tendered  to  him  by  the  solicitor  of  C. ;  and 
that  the  expense  of  the  lease  and  counterpart  should  be  borne 
by  T.;  the  instrument  was  held  to  amount  to  an  agreement 
only^  and  not  a  lease.  The  lease^  said  Alderson,  B.^  is  to 
contain  all  other  usual  covenants  as  in  leases  of  houses  in 
Brighton :  now  we  cannot  tell  what  those  usual  covenants 
are.  A  difficulty  arises  from  the  omission  to  expand  the 
terms  of  the  holding  upon  the  face  of  the  instrument  (t). 

And^  in  like  manner^  where  a  tenant  for  life,  (the  plaintiff,) 
with  power  of  leasing  for  any  term  of  years  or  lives,  in  pos- 
session and  not  in  reversion,  not  exceeding  thirty-one  years 
or  three  lives,  and  at  the  best  rent,  entered  into  an  agree- 
ment, dated  9  February,  1814,  whereby  he  did  "  set  to  [the 
defendant]  a  certain  piece  of  land,  for  the  term  of  twenty-one 
years,  or  one  life,  whichever  might  last  longest,  at  the  rate  of 
5/.  ISs.  9d.  per  acre;  to  commence  tenant  the  25th  of  March 
then  next,  and  the  first  payment  to  be  made  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember then  next ;  leases  to  be  perfected  at  the  request  of  [the 
plaintiff],  and  at  the  costs  of  [the  defendant],  with  the  usual 
clauses  between  landlord  and  tenant ;"  and  on  it  was  endorsed 
the  following  memorandum,  signed  by  the  parties,  ^'  P.  M., 
son  of  [the  defendant],  aged  about  eleven  years,  is  the  life 
named  by  the  said  [defendant],  as  mentioned  to  be  given  him 
by  the  within  agreement;'^  the  instrument  was  held  to  be 
an  agreement,  and  not  a  lease,  as  no  life  was  named  in  the 
body  of  it,  and  the  usual  clauses  were  not  specified,  and  as 
the  effect  of  holding  it  to  be  a  lease  would  be  to  invalidate 
it  as  a  void  execution  of  the  power  (k). 

The  nature  of  the  estate  which  forms  the  subject  of  the 
contract  may  likewise  serve  as  a  guide  to  the  construction;  for 
example,  if  lands  of  copyhold  tenure  be  contracted  for  alone, 
or  be  included  in  the  same  instrument,  jointly  with  freeholds. 
Thus,  where  copyholds  were  let  by  articles  of  agreement, 
with  promise  and  covenant  to  hold  for  a  year,  according  to 


(t)  Chapman  v,  Towner,  6  Mees.  &.  (k)  Clarke  v.  Moore,   1  Jo.  &  La 

Wei.  100.  Tou.  723. 

VOL.  I.  Q  Q 
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the  cnstom  of  the  manor^  and  so  from  year  to  year,  for  five 
years ;  the  court  would  not  allow  these  words  to  operate  as  a 
lease^  lest  a  forfeiture  should  be  incurred  (/). 

The  decision  in  Lady  Montague's  case  {m)  is  to  the  same 
effect;  but  it  is  particularly  remarkable  for  the  distinction 
there  taken,  and  confirmed  by  a  modem  authority  (n),  between 
a  lease  for  a  year  warranted  by  the  custom,  and  so  firom  year 
to  year  during  ten  years ;  and  a  lease  for  a  year  according  to 
the  custom,  and  a  covenant  for  the  holding  of  it  for  a  longer 
time  at  the  will  of  the  lessor :  the  deed  iu  the  former  case, 
operating  as  a  lease  for  ten  years,  and  consequently  working  a 
forfeiture ;  in  the  latter,  the  instrument,  after  the  first  year, 
amounting  to  a  covenant  only.  But  where  a  copyholder  made 
a  lease  for  a  year,  excepting  the  last  day,  and  so  firom  year  to 
year,  excepting  the  last  day  in  every  year,  as  long  as  he  lived, 
(the  lands  by  the  custom  not  being  demisable  for  a  longer 
period  than  a  year,)  the  court,  without  argument,  resolved 
that  he  had  forfeited  lus  estate;  for,  the  term  being  to  continue 
for  two  years  certain,  with  the  exception  of  two  days,  the 
grant  was  in  effect  a  lease  for  more  than  one  year ;  and  the 
intermission  of  the  day  at  the  end  of  each  year  was  a  mere 
evasion  and  immaterial  (o). 

In  like  manner,  one  of  the  grounds  of  the  decision  of  Doe 
dem,  Coore  v,  Clare  {p)  referred  to  the  lands  being  of  copy- 
hold tenure.  The  instrument  produced  was  a  paper  writing, 
upon  an  agreement  stamp,  under  hand  and  seal,  and  in  these 
terms : — *^  Be  it  remembered  that  it  is  agreed  this  4th  of 
October,  1786,  between  Thomas  Tidd  of  the  one  part,  and 
Thomas  Clare  of  the  other  part:  whereas  Mary  Statham 
widow  is  seised  of  or  well  entitled  unto,  &c.,  [describing  the 


(I)  Lenihall «.  Thomas,  2  Keb.  267.  (o)  Lntterel  v.  Wetton,  Ctql  Jm. 

See  also  Richards  v.  Sely,  or  Ceely,  2  308;  S.  C.  1  Bulstr.  215. 

Mod.  79;  S.  C.  8  Keb.  688.  (p)  Doe  dem. Coore  v.  Cbane,2lVm 

(ill)  Lady  Montague^s  case,  Cro.Jao.  Rep.  789.    See  also  Doe  dem.  Nvm 

801 ;  S.  C.  nom.  Hamlen  v.  Hamlen,  1  v.  Lufidn,  4  East,  221 ;  S.  C.  1  Smith, 

Biilstr.  189.  90;  S.  C.  Luffkm  v,  Nann,  1  New  Rep. 

(i»)  Fenny  dem.  Eastham  v.  Child,  168;  11  Vea.  170. 
2  Mao.  &  Selw.  255-8. 
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premiaes^  whicli  were  copyholdj  for  her  life;  and  the  said 
Thomas  Tidd  hath  agreed  with  the  said  T.  Clare  that  in  case 
he  shall  be  seised  of  or  entitled  unto  the  said  messuage^  8cc., 
on  the  death  of  the  said  Mary  Statham^  he  will  immediately 
on  the  death  of  the  said  Mary  Statham  demise  and  let  the 
same  to  the  said  T.  Clare  on  the  terms  and  conditions  here- 
after mentioned :  now  therefore  the  said  T.  Tidd  doth  hereby 
agree  to  demise  and  let  unto  the  said  T.  Clare  all^  &c.^  and 
all  such  copyhold  premises  as  he  shall  or  may  be  entitled  to 
on  the  death  of  the  said  Mary  Statham^  at  Hendon  aforesaid ; 
to  hold  the  same  premises  unto  the  said  T.  Clare^  his  execu- 
tors^ &c.,  from  and  immediately  after  the  death  of  the  said 
Mary  Statham,  for  the  full  and  whole  term  of  twenty-one 
years  firom  thence  next  ensuing  and  fiilly  to  be  complete  and 
ended,  at  and  under  the  yearly  rent  of  12/.  12s.,  dear  of  all 
taxes,  (except  the  land-tax,)  payable  quarterly,  the  first  pay- 
ment to  be  made  on  the  first  quarter-day  next  after  the  death 
of  the  said  Mary  Statham/'  After  a  covenant  by  Clare  to 
take  the  premises,  to  pay  the  rent,  and  repair  them,  Sec.,  during 
the  term,  Tidd  covenanted  that  he  would,  "on  the  death 
of  the  said  Mary  Statham,  and  on  his  becoming  entitled  to 
the  said  prendses,  procure  a  license  to  let  the  said  premises ; 
and  that  the  said  T.  Clare,  his  executors,  &c.,  should  peace- 
ably and  quietly  have,  hold,  occupy,  and  enjoy,  the  same  for 
the  said  term  of  twenty-one  years,  without  any  interruption, 
&c.,  of  or  by  the  said  T.  Tidd,  or  any  person  or  persons  claim- 
ing or  to  claim  the  said  premises  by,  from,  or  under  him." 
For  two  reasons  the  court  decided  that  the  instrument  con- 
stituted an  executory  agreement  only,  and  not  a  lease ;  first, 
because  a  different  determination  would  work  a  forfeiture, 
contrary  to  the  intention  of  the  parties,  who  had  cautiously 
guarded  against  it  by  the  insertion  of  a  covenant  to  procure 
the  lord's  license;  and,  secondly, because  the  stamp  was  con- 
formable to  the  nature  of  an  agreement  for  a  lease,  and  not 
adapted  to  an  absolute  lease  (9). 

(g)  As  to  the  stamp  being  admitted  as  evidence  of  intention,  see  remarivs, 
poety  p.  611. 

qq2 
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And  the  same  principle  was  folly  recognized  in  the  suc- 
ceeding case  of  Fenny  dem.  Eastham  v.  Child  (r).  A  demise 
was  made  of  freeholds  and  copyholds  at  an  entire  rent ;  to 
hold  the  freeholds  for  twenty-one  years^  and  the  copyholds 
for  three  years,  warranted  by  the  custom^  with  a  covenant, 
(after  reciting  that  the  copyholds  were  not  grantable  for  a 
longer  term  than  three  years  successively,)  within  three 
months  next  before  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  three 
years,  under  the  like  covenants,  and  without  any  increase  of 
rent,  to  execute  a  new  lease  of  the  said  copyholds  for  three 
years,  to  commence  after  the  expiration  of  the  former  term  of 
three  years,  and  so  toties  quoties  until  the  term  of  twenty-one 
years  should  be  expired  ^  and  with  a  covenant  for  quiet  enjoy- 
ment, till  such  new  leases  should  be  granted,  for  the  term  of 
twenty-one  years.  And  it  was  adjudged  to  operate  as  a  cove- 
nant only ;  for  otherwise  the  lord  would  have  been  entitled  to 
enter  for  a  forfeiture ;  and  it  was  said  that  the  nature  of  the 
estate  must  always  help  to  govern  the  agreement  of  the  parties 
concerning  it ;  that  a  covenant  coxdd  not  have  the  effect  of 
giving  the  estate  qualities  contrary  to  those  which  the  law  had 
attached  upon  it ;  and  that  this  was  a  covenant  for  such  a  lease 
as  might  be,  and  not  for  such  a  lease  as  could  not  be  granted. 

Again,  if  the  instrument,  by  being  construed  as  a  lease, 
would  be  void,  as  in  the  case  of  a  freehold  being  granted  to 
commence  at  a  friture  day  {s) ;  or  if,  by  being  construed  as  a 
lease,  it  would  be  void  as  a  defective  execution  of  a  power  (/) ; 
the  court  will  regard  it  as  executory  only. 

We  may  add  the  case  of  Doe  dem.  Morgan  v.  Powell  (»), 
which  was  held  to  amount  to  an  agreement  only  on  eight  dif- 
ferent grounds,  most  of  them  already  noticed.  The  instru- 
ment was  under  hand  only,  and  ran  in  these  terms  : — ''  Feb. 
2nd,  1888.  A.  hereby  agrees  for  himself,  his  executors  and 
administrators,  to  let  and  grant  a  lease  to  B.  the  coal,  iron- 

(r)  Fenny  dem.  Eairthftm  v.  Child,  (t)  Clarke  v,  Moore,  1  Jo.  &  Ia 

2  Man.  &  Selw.  255.  Ton.  723,  noticed  ante,  p.  59S. 

(«)  Jonee  dem.  Leader  v.  Duggan,  («)  Doe  dem.  Moigan  r.  Powcfl,  8 

1  Jebb  &  Boiirke,  3  ;  S.  C.  4  Irish  Soott*B  N.  R.  687. 
Law  Rep.  86. 
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mine^  stone^  and  fire  clay  under  C,  with  all  the  mines  belong- 
ing to  him  in  the  parish  of ,  at  the  following  rate,  &c., 

for  the  term  of  seyenty  years  firom  this  2nd  day  of  Febroary ; 
and  that  so  much  royalties  as  will  amount  to  the  sum  of  50/. 
a  year  be  worked  or  paid  for  during  the  said  term,  which  rent 
is  to  commence  in  a  year  from  the  time  a  pit  is  sunk  through 
the  four-foot  coal ;  with  power  to  work  the  said  materials,  and 
to  deposit  rubbish,  and  making  a  wharf,  as  is  usually  granted 
in  leases  of  a  similar  nature,  and  by  W.  T.  D. ;  nevertheless,  if 
at  any  time  during  the  said  term  the  said  B.  should  think  fit, 
from  the  quality  of  the  coal  being  unsound,  or  from  faults, 
on  giving  six  months^  notice,  to  abandon  and  quit  the  same 
as  if  this  agreement  had  never  been  entered  into.  And  we 
hereby  bind  ourselves  to  commence  sinking  a  pit  before  the 
24th  of  June  next.  And  the  said  A.  hereby  engages  that  he 
has  not  incumbered  the  said  estate,  to  prevent  him  from  enter- 
ing into  a  lease  on  the  above  terms  and  agreement ;  which 
lease  is  to  contain  the  usual  covenants,  and  as  entered  into 
by  his  brother.  The  said  A.  is  to  be  allowed  Id.  per  ton  for 
all  minerals  brought  fix>m  other  properties  through  the  pits 
on  his  land.  And  the  said  A.  engages  to  sign  a  lease  upon 
the  said  terms  as  soon  as  it  can  be  prepared.^'  The  court 
held  that  this  was  an  agreement,  and  not  a  lease,  1st,  because 
it  contained  no  words  of  actual  demise ;  2ndly,  because  of  the 
provision  that  A.  had  not  incumbered  the  estate  to  prevent  his 
entering  into  the  lease  "  on  the  above  terms  and  agreement/^ 
Srdly,  as  the  lease  was  to  contain  usual  covenants,  which 
would  render  necessary  resort  to  professional  advice ;  4thly, 
because  A.  agreed  to  sign  a  future  lease ;  5thly,  on  account  of 
the  absence  of  a  provision  that  possession  should  be  taken 
before  the  execution  of  a  lease ;  6thly,  because  an  easement, 
such  as  that  for  depositing  rubbish  in  alieno  solo,  could  only 
pass  by  deed ;  7thly,  on  account  of  the  absence  of  a  certain 
time  for  the  commencement  of  the  rent,  as  a  pit  might  never 
be  sunk  through  the  four-foot  coal ;  and,  8thly,  on  account  of 
the  absence  of  a  stipulation  that  B.  would  complete  the  pit  or 
efiectually  work  the  mines. 
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It  seems  clear  that  the  parties  caimot  contemplate  an  imme- 
diate lease^  when  the  party  assuming  the  character  of  lessor 
has  no  power  to  grant  one,  as  if  he  himself  hold  under  an 
agreement  for  a  lease  from  a  superior  owner  (v). 

Where  the  parties  expressly  declare  that  the  instrument 
shall  operate  only  as  an  agreement  for  a  future  lease,  there 
is  no  room  for  douht  (;r). 


II.  We  now  come  to  the  cases  in  which  the  instrument 
has  been  held  to  operate  as  a  lease. 

The  general  rule  is,  that  where  the  words  are  in  the  present 
tense,  or  imply  a  present  demise,  as,  "  I  demise,^'  or  "  I  agree 
that  A.  B.  shall  hold  and  enjoy'^  {y) ;  or,  '^  It  is  agreed  that 
J.  H.  doth  let,  &c. "  (z) ;  and  are  uncontrolled  by  words  of  an 
evidently  contrary  import,  the  instrument  will  operate  as  a 
lease  (a).  And  where  parties  sign  an  agreement  containing 
all  the  particulars  of  a  demise,  it  may  be  considered  as  impart- 
ing a  present  interest,  though  it  contain  only  words  of  agree- 
ment to  take,  and  no  words  of  demise  by  the  party  signing  as 
landlord ;  for  effect  could  not  be  given  to  the  signature,  except 
by  implying  an  agreement  to  demise,  as  well  as  the  express 
agreement  by  the  tenant  to  take  {b). 

It  is  clear  that  the  circumstance  of  denominating  the  instru- 
ment an  agreement  will  not  constitute  it  an  agreement  only, 
if  from  its  other  parts  it  import  to  be  a  lease  (c) ;  and  also 
that  a  stipulation  for  the  execution  of  a  future  lease,  or  a 


(v)  Hayward  v,  Haswell,  6  AdoL  & 
EU.  265;  S.C.  1  WU.  WoL  &  Dav.  168. 

(x)  Perring  v.  Brook,  7  Car.  &  Pa. 
360;  S.  C.  1  Mood.  &  Rob.  510.  Doe 
dem.  Powell  v.  Morgan,  8  Scott*8  N.  R. 
687.  702. 

'  (y)  Anon.  Mo.  8;  S.  C.  DaL  7;  S.  C, 
nom.  Maiden's  case,  Cro.  Eliz.  33. 
l^sdale  V.  Essex,  Hob.  34;  S.  C.  1  RoL 
397;  Mo.  861;  3Ba]8tr.204;  1  Brownl 
&  Gold.  23.  Drake  v,  Mirnday,  Cro. 
Car.  207;  S.  C.  W.  Jo.  231.  Anon. 
Mo.  49.  WhiUock  v.  Horton,  Cro. 
Jac.  91;  S.  C,  nom.  Whitlock  v.  Hart- 
wefl,    Mo.   776;    S.   C.  WhiUock    v. 


Chartwell,  Noy,  14.  3  Bnlatr.  252. 
Doe  dem.  Jackson  r.  Ashbnmer,  5 
Term  Rep.  167.  Doe  dem.  Moigvi  v. 
Powell,  8  Scott's  N.  R.  687.  698^. 
But  see  Sweeper  v.  Randal,  Cro.  Elk. 
166.    Evans  «.  Thomafl,  Gro.  Jae.  172. 

(2)  Harrington  v.  Wise,  or  Wje^ 
Cro.  Eliz.  486 ;  S.  C.  Noy,  67 ;  Mo. 
459. 

(a)  Chapman«.Blnck,4Bing.N.C. 
187;  S.  C.  5  Scott,  515;  1  Am.  27. 

(5)  Gore  v.  Lloyd,  12  Mees.  &  WeL 
463.  476-9. 

(c)  John  V.  Jenkins,  1  Orampt  & 
Mees.  227.  283;  S.  C.  3  Tyrw.  170. 


J 
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provision  that  the  agreement  shall  be  binding  till  a  lease  more 
folly  prepared  can  be  produced,  are  not  incompatible  with  an 
intention  to  grant  a  present  lease  {d).  This  seems  to  have 
been  the  law  at  an  early  period.  One  covenanted  promised 
and  agreed  with  another  that  he  should  have  occupy  and 
enjoy  certain  lands  for  seven  years,  and  also  covenanted  to 
make  as  good  and  perfect  demise  of  the  premises,  or  security 
for  quiet  enjoyment,  as  the  tenant's  counsel  should  think  fit ; 
and  the  court  clearly  held  these  words  sufficient  to  create  a 
lease;  for  the  terms  imported  present  possession,  and  the 
covenant  was  but  in  majarem  cautelam,  and  for  further  assur- 
ance {e). 

Several  other  cases  have  also  been  determined  on  the  same 
subject. 

Thus,  by  the  instrument  in  the  case  of  Baxter  d.  Abrahall 
V,  Browne  (/),  J.  A.  and  P.  L.  agreed,  *'  with  all  convenient 
speed  to  grant  a  lease  to  the  said  Browne  of,  and  they  did 
thereby  set  and  let  to  him.  All  that,  &c.  To  hold  for  twenty- 
one  years  from  Candlemas  then  next,  at  the  rent  of  290/* 
per  annum,  payable  half-yearly  to  the  lessors ;  with  a  pro- 
viso that  the  said  lease  should  be  yoid  on  non-payment  of 
rent,  alienation,  &c.;  and  that  such  lease  should  contain  usual 
covenants  on  the  part  of  the  lessors  and  lessee,  and  certain 
special  ones  therein  mentioned,  in  one  of  which  the  words 
''this  demise'^  occur.  The  same  concluded  thus: — "As 
witness  the  hands  of  J.  A.,  P.  L.,  and  J.  B.''  And  it  was 
clearly  held  to  be  a  good  lease  in  prcBsenti,  with  an  agreement 


<<0  Goodtitle  dem.  Estwick  v.  Way, 

1  Term  Rep.  735.  Harrington  v. 
Wise,  or  Wyes,  sap.    Poole  v,  Bentley, 

2  Gampb.  286;  S.  C.  12  East,  168. 
Doe  dem.  Pearson  v,  Ries,8  Bing.  178; 
S.  C.  1  Mo.  &  Sc.  259.  Jones  v. 
Reynolds,  1  Q.  B.  506;  S.  C.  1  6a.  & 
Day.  62.  Chapman  v,  Bluck,  4  Bing. 
N.  C.  187;  S.  C.  5  Scott,  515;  1  Am. 
27.  Alderman  v,  Neate,  4  Mees.  & 
Wei.  704;  S.  C.  1  Horn  &  Hurl.  369. 
Chapman  v.  Towner,  6  Mees.  &  WeL 
100.    Wilson  V.  Chiaholm,  4  Car.  & 


Pa.  474.  Doe  dem.  Borne  V.  Saunders, 
Fox  &  Sm.  18.  Curling  v.  Mills,  7 
Scott's  N.  R.  709;  S.  C.  6  Man.  & 
Gnu  173.  Jones  dem.  Leader  v.  Dug- 
gan,  1  Jebb  &  Boa.  3.  10;  S.  C.  4  Irish 
Law  Rep.  86. 

(0)  Tisdale  v.  Essex,  Hob.  34;  S.  C. 
1  Rol.  397;  Mo.  861;  3  Bulstr.  204; 

1  Brownl.  &  Gold.  23.  Anon.  Mo.  8. 
pi.  31 ;  S.  C.  Dal.  7 ;  S.  C,  nom.  Mai- 
don's  case,  Clro.  Eliz.  33. 

(/)  Baxter  dem.  Abrahall  V.  Browne, 

2  W.  Blac.  973. 
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to  execute  a  more  formal  and  perfect  lease  in  fiUuro;  the 
operative  words  "  let  and  set  ^'  being  in  the  present  tense^  and 
a  reference  being  made  to  ^'this  demise/'  There  had  been 
fourteen  years'  uninterrupted  occupation  under  the  instru- 
ment^ five  or  six  of  which  had  expired  since  the  lessor  of 
the  plaintiff's  title  accrued ;  and  he  had  accepted  rent,  and 
thereby  given  the  defendant  every  reasonable  hope  of  his  acqui- 
escence. Under  all  these  circumstances^  the  court  supported 
the  instrument  as  a  lease. 

In  Barry  v,  Nugent  (^)^  the  instrument  was  in  these 
words: — "  Be  it  remembered  that  J.  Barry  hath  let  and  by 
these  presents  doth  demise^  &c.,  unto  R.  F.,  &c.,  for  twenty- 
one  years,  to  commence  the  5th  of  May,  or  1st  of  November, 
whichever  first  happens  after  the  said  J.  B.  recovers  the  said 
lands  [which  were  then  in  litigation]  from  M.  O. ;  the  said 
B.  F.  covenanting  and  agreeing  on  the  foregoing  conditions 
to  pay  J.  B.  110/.  yearly  and  every  year  during  the  said  term, 
&c.;  leases  with  powers  of  distress,  and  clauses  for  re-entering, 
and  all  other  clauses  usual  between  landlord  and  tenant,  to 
be  drawn  and  signed  at  the  request  of  either  party  as  soon  as 
the  said  J.  B.  recovers  the  said  lands  from  M.  O.,  &c. ;  and  the 
court  were  of  opinion  that  the  articles  operated  as  a  present 
demise,  and  that  the  agreement  for  a  more  formal  lease  was 
merely  in  further  assurance.  Lord  Kenyon  afterwards  (A),  in 
commenting  on  this  case,  observed,  that  the  words  were  ex- 
press and  unequivocal,  and  could  have  no  other  meaning  than 
that  given  to  them,  namely,  that  they  should  operate  as  words 
of  present  demise;  they  were  ''hath  set  and  doth  demise;" 
they  were  positive  in  themselves;  and  there  was  nothing  to 
abridge  their  meaning. 

In  Poole  V.  Bentley  (i),  regarded  as  a  leading  authority,  the 
memorandum  in  question,  which  was  in  writing  upon  an 
agreement  stamp,  signed  by  the  plaintiff  and  defendant,  and 
by  virtue  of  which  the  defendant  was  let  into  possession, 

(g)  Barry  v.  Nugent,  3  Dougl.  179,  (t)  Poole  v,  BenUey,  12  East,  168; 

cited,  5  Term  Rep.  1 65.  S.  C.  2  Campb.  286. 

(h)  5  Term  Rep.  167. 
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appeared  to  be  in  the  following  terms : — '^  Memorandum  of  an 
agreement  this  12th  of  June^  1806^  between  J.  Poole  and  P. 
Bentley.  The  said  J.  Poole  hereby  agrees  to  let  unto  the 
said  P.  Bentlej^  and  the  said  P.  Bentley  agrees  to  take  of  the 
said  J.  Poole,  all  that  piece  of  land,  (describing  it,)  for  the 
term  of  sixty-one  years  from  Lady-day  next,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  120/.,  free  and  dear  of  all  taxes,  &c. ;  the  said  rent  to 
be  paid  quarterly;  the  first  qxunrter's  rent  within  fifteen  days 
after  Michaelmas,  1807.  And  that  for  and  in  consideration  of 
a  lease  to  be  granted  by  the  said  J.  Poole,  for  the  said  term 
of  years,  the  said  P.  Bentley  agrees,  within  the  space  of  four 
years  from  the  date  hereof,  to  expend  and  lay  out,  in  five  or 
more  houses  of  a  third  rate  or  class  of  building,  2000/. ;  and 
the  said  J.  Poole  agrees  to  grant  a  lease  or  leases  of  the  said 
land  and  premises  as  soon  as  the  said  five  houses  are  covered 
in ;  and  the  said  P.  Bentley  agrees  to  take  such  lease  or  leases, 
and  to  execute  a  counterpart  or  counterparts  thereof.  This 
agreement  to  be  considered  binding  tiU  one  fully  prepared 
can  be  produced.^'  Signed  by  both  parties  and  witnessed. 
The  court  concurred  in  opinion  that  the  intention  was,  that 
the  tenant  who  was  to  expend  so  much  capital  upon  the  pre- 
mises within  the  four  first  years  of  the  term  should  have  a 
present  legal  interest  in  the  term,  which  should  be  binding 
upon  both  parties ;  though,  when  a  certain  progress  should  be 
made  in  the  buildings,  a  more  formal  lease,  in  which  perhaps 
the  premises  might  be  more  particularly  described  for  the 
conyenience  of  assigning  or  underletting,  might  be  executed. 
And  they  distinguished  the  principal  case  from  Gt)odtitle 
dem.  Estwick  v.  Way  {k) ;  because,  in  the  latter,  the  exact 
date  of  the  instrument  did  not  appear,  but  the  stipulation 
was,  that  leases  with  the  usual  covenants  were  to  be  executed 
before  Michaelmas,  and  the  rent  which  was  to  be  paid  half- 
yearly  was  not  to  commence  till  Lady-day,  though  the  tenant 
was  to  be  let  into  possession  immediately,  which  looked  to  a 
payment  under  the  leases  to  be  granted ;  and  the  agreement 

{k)  1  Term  Rep.  735 ;  ante,  p.  583. 
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also  regarded  several  leases  to  be  executed  in  fatnre:  and  from 
the  case  of  Doe  d.  Bromfield  v.  Smith  (/)^  as  the  instroment 
there  provided  for  a  clause  to  be  added  to  the  lease. 

On  the  authority  of  Poole  v.  Bentley,  the  case  of  Doe  dem. 
Walker  v.  Ghroves  (m)  was  decided.  The  defendant  entered 
upon  the  premises  at  Old  Lady-day^  1798.  The  contract 
between  the  parties  was  in  writings  impressed  with  an  agree- 
ment stamp  only^  and  ran  as  follows : — "  Agreement  made 
this  7th  day  of  March^  1798^  between  T.  Walker  of  the  one 
part^  and  E.  Groves  of  the  other.  The  said  T.  Walker  doth 
hereby  agree  to  let,  and  also  upon  demand  to  execute  unto 
the  said  E.  Groves  a  lease  of  the  &rm-house,  fimn-stead,  and 
fSeurm,  situate  &c.,  as  the  same  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  the 
said  T.  Walker.  And  the  said  E.  Ghroves  doth  hereby  agree  to 
take,  and  upon  demand  to  execute  a  counterpart  of,  a  lease  of 
the  said  farm ;  to  hold  the  same  from  the  5th  of  April,  1798, 
for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  under  the  yearly  rent  of  147/., 
to  be  paid  half-yearly,  on  the  5th  of  April  and  10th  of  Octo- 
ber, which  said  lease  is  to  contain  the  usual  covenants,  and 
an  agreement  for  re-entry  in  case  of  non-payment  of  the  rent, 
or  non-performance  of  covenants ;  and  also  the  farther  cove- 
nants, &c.  That  this  agreement  shall  be  binding  until  the 
said  lease  is  made  and  executed.  And  lastly  that  the  said 
T.  Walker  shall  this  present  season  properly  cultivate,  and 
at  his  own  expense  sow  down  ten  acres  of  tillage  land,  with 
not  less  than  ten  quarters  of  hay-seed  and  ten  stone  of  small 
seeds.''  The  court,  considering  that  the  lease  was  governed 
by  the  decision  in  Poole  v,  Bentley  (n),  decided  that  the  agree- 
ment was  to  operate  as  a  present  demise,  commencing  imme- 
diately from  the  5th  of  April ;  though  a  more  formal  lease  was 
afterwards  to  be  granted.  And  they  said  that  the  case  of  Doe 
V.  Ashbumer  (o)  was  distinguishable ;  for  there  the  landlord 
was  to  acquire  an  additional  piece  of  ground,  without  which 
the  lease  was  not  to  be  granted.    Lord  Ellenboroughy  how- 

(0  6  East,  530  ;  ante,  p.  585.  {n)  12  East,  168. 

(m)  Doe  dem.  Walker  v.  Groves,  15  (o)  5  Term  Rep.  163;  ante,  p.  583. 

East,  244. 
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ever^  observed^  that  he  should  have  had  considerable  doubts, 
if  by  the  terms  of  the  agreement  it  had  been  provided  that 
there  shonld  not  be  an  entry  till  the  execution  of  a  lease. 

In  Wright  v.  Trezevant  [p)  the  agreement  was  in  these 
words : — "  Peter  Trezevant  agrees  to  pay  Frauds  Wright  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds  per  annum,  in  quarterly 
payments,  for  the  house,  garden,  stables,  and  coach-house, 
situated  on  the  rise  of  Brixton  HiU,  called  No.  1,  Frederick- 
place,  for  the  term  of  seven,  fourteen,  or  twenty-one  years,  at 
his  option  at  the  end  of  every  seven  years.  The  rent  to  com- 
mence the  1st  of  January,  1827."  And  Best,  C.  J.,  said,  "  I 
find  here  expressed  sufficient  to  satisfy  all  the  requisites  to  a 
lease :  the  rent  is  specified,  and  the  times  of  payment,  and 
the  term  determinable  at  the  option  of  the  tenant.  I  think 
the  parties  did  intend  this  to  be  a  lease :  the  landlord  by 
agreeing  to  accept  the  rent,  agrees  to  the  equivalent  for  that 
rent,  in  other  words  consents  to  demise." 

Pinero  v.  Judson  (q)  was  also  determined  on  the  authority 
of  Poole  v.  Bentley.  The  agreement  was  in  these  terms : — 
^*  Memorandum  of  agreement  between  T.  W.  Pinero  of  the 
one  part  and  Charles  Judson  of  the  other  part.  The  said 
T.  W.  Pinero,  for  the  considerations  hereinafter  mentioned, 
agrees  to  grant,  seal,  and  execute,  unto  the  said  Charles 
Judson  a  legal  and  effectual  lease  of  all  that  messuage  &c. ; 
to  hold  the  same  unto  the  said  Charles  Judson,  his  executors, 
administrators,  and  assigns,  fix)m  the  25th  of  March  now  last 
past,  for  the  term  of  five  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  80/.,  to 
be  made  payable  quarterly,  and  under  and  subject  to  cove- 
nants by  and  on  the  part  of  the  said  Charles  Judson,  his 
executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  to  pay  the  said  rent  in 
manner  aforesaid,  to  keep  the  premises  in  good  repair,  damage 
by  fire  only  excepted,  and  to  paint  all  the  outside  wood  and  iron 
work  every  third  year  of  the  said  term.    The  said  lease  also 

(p)  Wright  V.  Trezevant,  1  Mood.  187;  S.  C.  5  Scott,  515;  1  Am.  27. 

ft  Malk.  231;  S.  C,  nom.  Wright  v.  (q)  Pinero  v.  Judson,  6  Bing.  206; 

TreyezB&t,  8  Car.  &  Pa.  441.    And  S.  C.  3  J.  B.  Mo.  497.    And  see  Doe 

see  Copley  v.  Hepworth,  12  Mod.  1;  dem.Greenv.Fidler,2Peake'8N.P.  C. 

and  Chapman  v.  Black,  4  Bing.  N.  C.  33. 
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to  contain  a  covenant  by  and  on  the  part  of  the  said  T.  W. 
Pinero,  his  execators,  administrators^  and  assigns,  for  quiet 
enjoTment  upon  payment  of  the  said  rent  and  performance  of 
the  said  covenants.  And  the  said  Charles  Judson  agrees  to 
accept  and  take  the  said  lease  of  the  said  premises  aforesaid 
upon  the  terms  aforesaid,  and  to  execute  a  counterpart  thereof 
immediately,  upon  the  execution  of  the  lease,  and  to  pay  the 
expense  of  preparing  the  said  lease.  And  in  the  meantime 
and  until  such  lease  shall  be  made  and  executed,  to  pay  unto 
the  said  T.  W.  Pinero,  his  executors,  admimstrators,  and 
assigns,  the  aforesaid  yearly  rent  or  sum  of  80/.  in  manner 
aforesaid,  and  to  hold  the  same  premises  subject  to  the  cove- 
nants above  mentioned.  And  the  said  Charles  Judson  fur* 
ther  agrees  to  put  the  said  premises  into  good  and  tenantable 
repair  at  his  own  expense,  and  to  complete  all  such  repairs 
on  or  before  the  2Sth  day  of  April  now  next  ensuing.'^  No 
lease  was  ever  executed.  The  court,  in  delivering  judgment, 
said : — ^We  think  this  instrument  must  be  taken  to  operate  as 
a  lease.  It  is  true  the  parties  contemplate  a  formal  lease  in 
future,  and  if  that  were  the  only  stipulation,  there  might  be 
some  difficulty,  although  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  term 
IB  to  begin  at  once.  But  when  we  come  to  the  latter  words 
of  the  agreement,  that  until  the  lease  is  executed  the  parties 
are  to  stand  in  the  same  relation  as  if  it  had  been  executed, 
there  is  no  longer  any  room  for  doubt.  The  defendants  are 
to  hold  according  to  covenants,  some  of  which  are  inconsistent 
with  a  tenancy  from  year  to  year,  as  that  to  paint  once  in 
three  years,  and  that  for  the  tenants  putting  the  premises  in 
repair  before  he  commences  his  occupation.  These  covenants 
would  be  unreasonable  for  a  tenant  from  year  to  year,  but 
reasonable  and  usual  for  a  tenant  who  takes  a  term.  It  was 
no  doubt  meant  that  there  should  be  a  formal  lease,  but  that 
the  tenant  should  hold  in  the  meantime  under  a  demise  upon 
the  same  terms  as  if  that  lease  had  been  executed ;  and  it  is 
for  his  interest  that  the  instrument  should  receive  such  a 
construction  because  it  is  attended  with  greater  certainty. 
Our  decision  will  be  conformable  with  what  was  laid  down  by 


I 
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Lord  Ellenborough  in  Poole  t;.  Bentley  {r),  that  the  intention 
of  the  parties^  as  declared  by  the  words  of  the  instrument^ 
must  govern  the  construction.  And  he  there  was  led  from 
the  covenant  to  lay  out  money^  to  draw  an  inference  like  that 
which  we  have  drawn  in  the  present  case  from  the  covenant 
to  paint.  The  tenant  was  to  do  that  in  the  first  four  years 
which  waa  inconsistent  with  a  tenancy  from  year  to  year. 

In  Doe  dem.  Phillip  t;.  Benjamin  {s),  a  tenant^  being  in 
possession  under  a  lease  determinable  at  Michaelmas^  1836^ 
at  a  yearly  rent  payable  at  Michaelmas^  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  his  landlord  in  the  following  terms : — '^  Memoran- 
dum made  this  13th  day  of  December^  1834^  between  Jenkin 
Phillip  of  the  one  part^  and  William  Benjamin  of  the  other 
part.  The  said  J.  P.  agrees  to  let  the  feain  of  Cevengrich 
and  Tirbach  to  the  said  W.  B.  for  the  term  of  fourteen  years^ 
determinable  at  the  end  of  seven  years  at  the  option  of  either 
party  upon  giving  twelve  months'  previous  notice^  at  and  for 
the  yearly  rent  or  sum  of  20/.^  payable  half-yearly^  without 
any  deduction  whatever :  a  lease  to  be  drawn  upon  the  usual 
terms  by  Mr.  Thomas  Bishop:  and  the  said  William  Benjamin 
agrees  to  take  it  upon  the  said  terms.  As  witness  our  hands/' 
&c.  The  court  held  the  instrument  to  amount  to  an  actual 
lease^  commencing  immediately^  in  extinction  of  the  then 
existing  tenancy;  and  they  considered  it  no  objection  to  this 
construction  that  the  landlord  would  thus  lose  rent  for  the 
current  year  from  Michaelmas  to  the  13th  of  December ;  for 
though  probably  the  parties  did  not  contemplate  all  the  con- 
sequences of  their  contract,  that  circumstance  could  make  no 
difference  in  point  of  law. 

The  other  cases  referred  to  in  a  former  note  {t)  are  further 
authorities  to  show  that  the  introduction  into  an  agreement 
of  words  referring  to  a  future  lease  does  not  disprove  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  present  demise  being  intended. 

Where  F.,  in  consideration  of  the  yearly  rent  of  £ — ,  to  be 

(r)  12  East,  168.  .    Hodg.  97;  1  Per.  &  Day.  440. 

(•)  Doe  dem.  Phillip  v.  Benjamin,  9  (0  See  note  (d)  of  p.  599,  ante. 

Adol.  Sl  EU.  644;  S.  C.  2  Wil.  Wol.& 
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paid  yearly  as  after  mentioned^  agreed  to  let  the  premises  in 
question  to  G.  from  Michaelmas  day  then  next,  upon  condi- 
tion that  G.  should  paint  and  whitewash  them,  repair  the 
plaistenng,  and  glaze  the  windows ;  and  G.  agreed  to  take  the 
premises,  and  enter  on  the  same,  and  to  paint  and  whitewash^ 
&c.,  the  instrument  was  held  to  be  an  immediate  lease,  and 
not,  as  argued,  founded  on  a  condition  precedent  that  G. 
should  paint,  &;c.  («). 

As  to  Staniforth  v.  Fox(^).  There  the  instrument  was 
impressed  with  an  agreement  stamp ;  and  ran  thus : — "  Sep- 
tember 11, 1830.  An  agreement  between  Greorge  Fox  and 
John  Staniforth.  George  Fox  does  this  day  agree  to  let  Mr. 
John  Staniforth  the  whole  of  his  premises  situate  in  Spring 
Street,  Sheffield^  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  namely,  three 
cottage  houses,  one  stable,  and  victualling  house,  and  all 
other  buildings  thereto  connected;  also  he  does  frirther  agree 
to  build  a  brew-house  and  make  a  large  cellar  under  the  yard 
at  his  own  expense,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  35/.,  to  be  paid  half- 
yearly  :  and  that  the  said  George  Fox  does  further  agree  to 
pay  the  ground  rent,  which  is  4/.  Os.  Sd.  yearly,  for  the  whole 
of  the  premises :  and  that  the  said  George  Fox  has  this  day 
receiyed  from  the  said  John  Staniforth  the  sum  of  4/.  in 
earnest.''  And  it  was  held,  that  the  words  ''does  this  day 
agree  to  let  for  the  term  of  ten  years''  proved  that  the  term 
was  to  commence  on  that  day,  and  therefore  that  the  instm- 
ment  operated  as  an  immediate  demise ;  the  landlord's  agree- 
ment to  build  a  brew-house,  and  make  a  cellar,  being  considered 
merdy  an  accessory  engagement,  and  not  as  part  of  the  ori- 
ginal demise,  nor  tending  to  defer  its  commencement  to  any 
friture  day;  which  distinguished  the  case  from  Dunk  r. 
Hunter  (y),  where,  by  express  stipulation,  the  entry  was  to  be 
at  a  friture  day,  and  to  depend  upon  the  lessee's  paying  down 
50/.,  which  if  he  £edled  to  do,  the  term  might  never  have  com- 
menced. 

(tt)  Doe  dem.  Green  «.  Fidler,  2      S.  C.  5  Mo.  &  Pa.  589. 
Peake,  33.  (y)  5  Barn.  &  AM.  322  ;  ante,  p. 

(ar)  Staniforth  v.  Fox,  7  Bing.  590;      588. 
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In  the  late  case  of  Doe  dem.  Pearson  v.  Bies  {z),  which 
Park^  J.,  said  was  not  distinguishable  from  Poole  v.  Bentley, 
by  a  memorandum  of  agreement  made  21st  September,  1829, 
Enapp  agreed  to  let,  and  Pearson  agreed  to  take,  certain 
premises  for  the  term  of  sixty  years  or  thereabouts,  being  the 
whole  term  for  which  Knapp  had  the  premises  leased  to  him, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  525/.,  dear  of  all  taxes,  to  be  paid  quar- 
terly on  the  four  most  usual  days,  the  first  payment  to  be 
made  for  the  half  quarter  at  Christmas  then  next.  Pearson 
also  agreed  to  insxure  the  premises.  The  lease  and  counter- 
part were  to  be  prepared  by  the  attorney  of  Enapp,  at  Pear- 
son's expense,  and  were  to  contain  all  the  clauses,  covenants, 
and  agreements  that  Knapp  had  entered  into  in  the  lease 
granted  to  him ;  and  Pearson  was  to  have  the  benefit  of  the 
insurance  which  had  been  lately  paid  without  any  charge  or 
expense.  At  the  time  of  this  agreement  the  premises  stood 
in  need  of  considerable  repairs,  and  Pearson  was  let  into 
immediate  possession  to  finish  them  at  his  own  expense. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  held,  that  the  instrument 
was  not  executory,  but  conveyed  a  present  interest,  princi- 
pally on  the  ground  of  the  tenant  being  put  into  immediate 
possession,  and  having  to  pay  only  a  half-quarter's  rent  at 
Christmas;  from  which  the  court  inferred  that  he  was  to  be 
excused  from  paying  any  rent  for  the  half-quarter  which  he 
would  probably  be  obliged  to  devote  to  repairs,  and  during 
which,  consequently,  he  would  have  no  enjoyment  of  the  pre- 
mises ;  and  of  his  taking  the  benefit  of  the  existing  insurance, 
which  was  conclusive  to  show  an  intention  to  pass  an  imme- 
diate interest. 

This  decision  gives  rise  to  two  observations;  the  first, 
relating  to  the  propriety  of  the  decision  itself;  the  second,  to 
one  of  the  reasons  on  which  it  was  founded.  In  the  first 
place  the  agreement  was  for  the  term  of  sixty  years  or  there- 
abouts, being  the  whole  term  for  which  Knapp  had  the  premises 
kased  to  him.    Now,  if  Pearson  were  to  take  the  whole  of 

(2)  Doe  dem.  Pearson  r.  Ries,  8  Bing.  178;  5.  C.  1  Mo.  &  Sc.  259. 
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Knapp's  interest^  the  instroment  could  not  operate  as  a 
demise  by  Enapp ;  for  to  constitute  a  demise^  strictly  speak- 
ings a  reversion  must  be  left  in  the  lessor  (a) ;  and  it  is  respect- 
fully submitted^  that  it  amounted  eithertoan  actual  assignment, 
or  to  an  agreement  for  an  assignment,  though  it  may  be  asked, 
how  Pearson  succeeded  in  an  ejectment  when  the  estate  (legsl 
I  presume)  was  outstanding  in  a  mortgagee?  In  the  second 
place,  the  court  took  into  consideration  the  acts  of  the  parties 
as  evidence  of  their  intention.  A  similar  course  was  taken 
in  the  case  of  Cooke  v.  Booth  (b) ;  but  the  reader  need  only 
refer  to  the  cases  in  the  note  {c)  to  discover  with  what  marked 
disapprobation  that  principle  of  construction  has  been  received 
by  Sir  B.  P.  Arden,  M.  B. ;  Lord  Thiurlow;  Mr.  Justice 
Wilson;  Sir  William  Grant;  Lord  Eldon;  and  Lord  Ellen- 
borough.  The  particulars  wiU  be  found  in  a  future  chapter  {d) . 
In  Hancock  v.  Caffyn  (a),  C.  agreed  with  N.  that,  on  pay- 
ment of  1200/.,  with  interest,  by  instalments  in  three  years,  he 
would  by  indenture  demise  to  N.,  his  executors,  &;c.,  certain 
premises,  and  of  which  possession  had  been,  or  was  intended 
to  be,  given  that  day  to  N. ;  to  hold  to  him  firom  the  day  of 
the  date  of  that  agreement  for  the  term  of  twenty-five  years, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  250/. ;  that  in  the  lease  should  be  con- 
tained the  like  covenants  and  agreements  on  the  part  of  N., 
as  were  contained  on  the  part  of  C.  in  the  lease  under  which 
he  held,  and  all  other  usual  covenants,  &c.  N.  then  cove- 
nanted that  he  would,  until  the  lease  should  be  granted,  pay 
the  said  rent,  and  perform  the  covenants.  And  it  was  pro- 
vided, that,  in  case  at  any  time  before  the  lease  should  be 
granted  the  rent  should  be  unpaid  by  the  space  of  fourteen 
days,  it  should  be  lawful  for  C.  to  enter  and  distrain.  And 
the  court  considered  that  though  the  agreement  in  its  main 
object  and  purport  appeared  to  be  executory,  yet,  as  N.  was  to 

(a)  See  ante,  p.  9,  ei  seq.  244-5.    See  also  Balfour  v.  Wdland, 

ih)  Cowp.819.  ]6Ve8.166. 

(e)  Baynham  v,  Guy's  Hospital,  3  (cQ  See  the  duster  on  RenewaK 

Yes.  298.    Eaton  v.  Lyon,  3  Yes.  694.  poet,  Part  the  Fourth,  Ch.  VII. 


Moore  v.  Foley,  6  Yes.  237.    Iggulden  (e)  Hancock  r.  Caffyn,  8  Biag.  358; 

V.   May,  9  Yes.   333;  S.  C.  7  East,      S.  C.  1  Mo.  &  Sc.  521. 
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be  put  into  immediate  possession^  and  was  to  pay  rent  on 
certain  specified  days^  it  was  difficult  to  say  that  the  mere 
stipulation  of  a  future  lease  should  defeat  the  relation  which 
arose  upon  such  a  stipulation  for  payment  of  rent. 

In  Warman  v.  Faithfull  (/),  by  a  memorandum  of  agree- 
ment, made  the  28th  of  November,  1831,  J.  F.  agreed  to  let 
to  W.  W.  for  a  term  of  seven,  fourteen,  or  twenty-one  years, 
(commencing  at  Christmas-day,  1831,)  at  the  option  of  the 
said  W.  W.,  two  cottages,  &c.,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  24/.,  pay- 
able quarterly,  the  first  payment  to  be  made  at  Lady-day,  1832. 
W.  W.  was  to  keep  the  premises  in  repair,  and,  on  quitting 
possession,  to  leave  all  buildings  erected  by  him  during  his 
occupation;  and  he  bound  himself  to  give  to  J.  F.  six  months^ 
notice,  if  he  should  be  desirous  of  putting  an  end  to  the  agree- 
ment at  either  of  the  terms  before  specified.  Lastly  it  was 
agreed  that  W.  W.  should  pay  all  the  expenses  of  preparing 
a  lease  for  either  of  the  terms  above  stated.  And  it  was  deter- 
mined that,  as  the  specific  rent,  and  times  of  payment,  and 
the  period  of  the  commencement  of  the  tenancy,  were  ascer- 
tained, the  instrument  contained  everything  necessary  to  a 
complete  and  perfect  lease. 

Li  Alderman  v.  Neate(^),  by  an  instrument  dated  the  25th 
of  February,  1782,  it  was  agreed  in  efiect  as  follows : — ^E.  S. 
doth  agree  to  demise  unto  A.  B.,  and  the  said  A.  B.  doth 
agree  to  take,  all  that  messuage,  &c.;  to  hold  unto  the  said 
A.  B.,  from  the  25th  of  March  next  coming,  for  the  term  of 
ninety-nine  years,  at  the  clear  yearly  rent  of  27/.,  payable 
half-yearly;  and  the  said  A.  B.  doth  agree  to  pay  the  said 
rent  accordingly,  and  all  taxes,  &c.,  and  to  keep  the  premises 
in  repair;  and  the  parties  do  agree  that  a  lease  and  counter- 
part of  the  premises  shall  be  prepared  and  executed  on  or 
before  the  1st  of  January  next  ensuing,  with  covenants  and 
agreements  pursuant  to  this  present  contract,  and  such  other 
general  clauses  as  are  usually  contained  in  leases.    There  was 

(/)  Wannaa  v.  Faithful],  5  Barn.  (g)  Alderman  v.  Neate,  4  Mees.  & 

&  Adol.  1042;  S.  C.  3  Nev.  &  Man.      Wei.  704;  S.  C.  1  Horn  &  Hwl.  369. 
137. 

VOL.  I.  R  R 


610  OF  THE  CONTRACT  OR  AGREEMENT.  [Puff  III. 

a  clause  also  enabling  A.  B.  to  purchase  the  premises  if  he 
should  think  fit.  The  court  held  that  it  amounted  to  a  lease, 
as  it  contained  the  provisions  usually  found  in  actual  leases. 

Thus  we  see  that  in  all  these  cases  the  terms  of  the  contract 
were  fully  ascertained,  and  nothing  more  than  a  r^;nlar  oon- 
reyance  was  wanting  (A). 

No  apology  is  necessary  for  the  preceding  detailed  exposi- 
tion. The  peculiarities  of  the  language  and  provisions  of  the 
instruments  rendered  a  particular  notice  necessary ;  and  closer 
condensation  would  only  have  weakened  or  obscured  their 
effect.  The  reader  is  now  enabled  by  examination  to  appre- 
ciate the  merits  of  the  authorities^  and  to  apply  them  to  any 
case  submitted  to  his  consideration. 

From  a  review  of  the  decisions,  however,  it  is  apparent,  that 
the  circumstance  of  immediate  possession  being  taken  has  not 
of  itself  materially  affected  the  construction.  In  Doe.  dem- 
Jackson  r.  Ashbumer  (i),  indeed,  Mr.  Justice  Ashhurst  de- 
clared that  the  permitting  of  a  party  to  enter  was  strong 
evidence  to  show  that  the  landlord  intended  to  give  a  present 
interest ;  and  in  the  late  case  of  Doe  dem.  Pearson  v.  Bies(i^), 
the  judges  concurred  in  that  doctrine;  but  in  the  majority  of 
the  decisions  the  bet  of  entry  does  not  seem  to  have  had  much 
weight  with  the  court. 

Although  an  agreement  between  an  intended  lessor  and 
lessee  may  possibly  amount  at  law  to  a  present  demise ;  yet, 
if,  upon  the  fiace  of  it,  it  appear  that  a  further  instrument  is 
necessary  to  carry  the  intention  of  the  parties  into  execution, 
equity  will  decree  a  specific  performance  of  the  agreem^it  in 
that  particular  (/). 

Where  there  is  any  doubt  whether  an  instrument  operates 
as  a  lease,  or  an  agreement  for  one,  the  prudent  course  is  to 

(h)  Penilaiid  v.  Stokes,  2  Ball  ft      v.  Powell,  8  Scott*8  N.  R.  687.  698-9, 
Beat  78.     And  see  Wright  v.  Treze-      where  Tindal,  C.  J.,  said,  that  it 


▼ant,  or  Tre^ezant,  1  Mood.  Sl  If  alk.  importent  to  oonader  wfaeHier  tho  ia- 

231;  S.  G.  3  Car.  &  Pa.  441.    Doe  stntment  contained  words  of  pvesoit 

dem.  Pearson  v.  Ries,  8  Bing.  178. 182;  demise,  and  whether  poaaesBoa  was 

S.  G.  1  Mo.  Sl  Sc.  269.  actually  giyen  at  the  time. 

(t)  6  Term  Rep.  168.  (I)  Fenner  v.  Hepburn,  2  Yo.  & 

{k)  8  Bing.  178;  S.  C.  1  Mo.  Sl  Sc.  CoL  N.  C.  V.  C.  159. 
259.     And  see  also  Doc  dem.  Morgan 
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have  it  stamped  as  an  agreement  and  also  as  a  lease;    if 
this  be  done^  only  one  penalty  will  be  payable  (m). 

But  if  an  instrument  stamped  witb  an  agreement  stamp 
be  relied  on  at  tbe  trial  as  a  lease  without  objection  by  the 
opposite  party,  the  objection  cannot  afterwards  be  taken  on 
argument  in  banc  (n). 

It  is  not  easy  to  disooTer  on  what  ground  the  kind  of  stamp 
impressed  on  tL  instrument  can  coWol  its  legal  operation 
The  stamp  seems  to  be  rather  the  consequence  than  the 
means  of  construction  (o).  Lord  Kenyon,  however,  considered 
that  it  might  serve  to  indicate  intention,  and  regulated  his 
judgment  accordingly  (i^). 

It  remains  to  observe  that  as  a  party  entering  into  posses- 
sion under  an  agreement  for  a  lease  is  liable  to  eviction, 
without  notice  to  quit,  at  least  till  recognized  as  a  tenant, 
he  should  stiptdate  for  enjoyment  at  all  events  for  a  year, 
although  no  lease  may  be  executed. 


Section  IV. — Or  the  effect  and  consequences  op  the 

AGREEMENT. 

• 

I.  At  law,  the  mere  signing  of  the  agreement  does  not 
establish  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant,  though  it  creates 
a  right  of  action  at  law  for  damages  for  a  breach  of  contract,  or 
of  suit  for  a  specific  performance  of  it.  But  the  lessee's  entry 
into,  and  occupation  of,  the  premises  in  the  interval  between 
the  agreement  and  the  execution  of  the  lease,  unconnected 
with  any  transactions  from  which  a  tenancy  from  year  to 
year  may  be  inferred,  constitute  a  tenancy  at  will  (y),  deter- 


(m)  Peniog  v.  Brook,  7  Car.  &  Pa. 
362,  n.  (c). 

(n)  Doe  dem.  Ph01q>  v,  Benjamin, 
9  Adol.  &  £a  644;  S.  C.  1  Per.  & 
Day.  440;  2  Wa  Wol.  &  Hodg.  P7. 

(o)  See  Doe  dem.  Walker  v.  Groyesy 

15  East,  244.    Clayton  v.  Burtenfihaw, 

5  Bam.  &  Cres.  41;  S.  C.  7  Dow.  & 

Ry.  800. 

.  (p)  Doe   dem.  Coore  v.  Clare,  2 


Term  Rep.  744.    Doe  dem.  Green  v. 
Rdler,  2  Peake's  N.  P.  C.  83. 

(q)  Hamerton  v.  Stead,  3  Bam.  & 
Cres.  478.  483;  S.  C.  5  Dow.  &  Ry. 
206.  Regnartv.  Porter,  7  Bing.  451-3; 
S.  C.  5  Mo.  &  Pa.  370.  Chapman  v. 
Towner,  6  Mees.  &  Wei.  100.  Braytb- 
wayte  v.  Hitchcock,  10  Mees.  &  Wei. 
494-7. 
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minable  without  any  previous  notice  to  quit  (r) ;  but  convert- 
ible^ by  subsequent  payments  of  rent,  into  a  legal  tenancy  from 
year  to  year  {s).  The  tenant  will  then  be  considered  as  hold- 
ing upon  the  terms,  and  subject  to  the  conditions,  of  the 
agreement  (/);  and  that  tenancy  can  only  be  determined  by 
the  usual  notice  to  quit,  or  by  surrender  express  (t*),  or  implied. 

A  verbal  agreement  by  a  landlord  with  his  tenant  holding 
under  a  contract  for  a  lease  to  accept  a  reduced  rent,  which  is 
paid  accordingly,  will  not  determine  the  existing  tenancy,  and 
create  a  new  tenancy  from  year  to  year;  but  vrill  rather  confirm 
the  existing  agreement,  with  a  relaxation  of  one  of  its  terms(ir). 

If  the  agreement  provide  that  the  lease  shall  contain  a 
proviso  for  re-entry  on  breach  of  any  of  the  covenants  stipu- 
lated for,  the  lessee  may  be  ejected  on  proof  of  conduct  which 
would  amount  to  a  breach  if  the  lease  were  executed  (y).  In 
the  case  of  a  holding  over,  the  terms  of  the  written  agree- 
ment would  apply ;  and  in  principle  there  is  no  distinction 
between  that  case  and  the  case  of  a  tenant  who  enters  and  pays 
rent  upon  the  faith  of  an  executory  agreement  for  a  lease  (r). 

Such  holding  under  the  agreement  is  sufScient  to  satisfy  a 
count  against  the  tenant  as  tenant  upon  a  demise,  for  mis- 
management of  the  estate  contrary  to  the  terms  of  the  agree- 
ment, the  count  stating  that  whereas  the  p\BintiS?iad  demised, 
Sec.  (a).  Still,  some  practitioners  consider  it  advisable  in  all 
cases  to  insert  a  stipulation  that,  until  the  lease  be  executed, 
the  tenant  shall  hold  from  a  day  fixed  as  tenant  from  year  to 
year,  under  the  rent,  covenants,  and  provisions,  comprised  in 


(r)  Hegan  v.  Johnson,  2  Taunt.  148. 
And  see  Knight  v.  Bennett,  or  Benett, 
UJ.  B.  Mo.  222;  S.  C.  3  Bing.  361. 

(«)  Ihid.  Hamerton  t> .  Stead,  sap. 
Doe  dem.  Westmoreland,  or  Perfect, 
V.  Smith,  1  Man.  &  Ry.  137.  Clarke 
V,  Moore,  1  Jo.  &  La  Tou.  723-9; 
though,  in  e^piity,  the  tenant  is  regarded 
as  holding  for  Uie  whole  term  accord- 
ing to  his  agreement. 

(0  Doe  dem.  Oldershaw  v.  Breach, 
6  Esp.  106.  Hamerton  v.  Stead,  sup. 
Mann  v,  Lovejoy,  1  Ry.  &  Moo.  355. 


Doe  dem.  Thomson  v,  Amey,  12  AdoL 
&  EU.  476;  S.  G.  4  Per.  &  Day.  177. 
Brydges  v.  Lewis,  3  Q.  B.  603-8;  S.  C. 
2  Ga.  &  Day.  763.  Fisher  v.  Maguiie, 
Armstr.  Mac.  &.  Og.  51. 

(u)  Chapman  V.Towner,  sup.  Btayth- 
wayte  v.  Hitchcock,  sup. 

(x)  Clarke  v.  Moore,  I  Ja  Sl  La 
Tou.  723. 

(y)  Doe  dem.  Thomson  v.  Amey, 
sup. 

(z)  Ibid. 

(a)  Tempest  v.RAwlmg,  18  East,  1ft. 
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the  contract ;  and  this  will  be  admissible  as  evidence  of  a  parol 
lettingfrom  year  to  year^  where  the  agreement  is  not  under  seal. 
Lord  Mansfield^  whose  judicial  attachment  to  equitable 
doctrines  is  well  known^  deemed  a  contract  for  a  lease  equiva- 
lent to  a  lease  actually  granted ;  and  decided  that^  as  equity 
would  decree  a  specific  performance^  an  instrument  operating 
as  an  agreement  only  was  an  available  defence  to  an  action 
of  ejectment  (&) ;  but  this  innovation  upon  principle  has  been 
checked  by  later  decisions  (c),  which  have  established,  on  a 
basis  too  firm  to  be  easily  subverted,  that  the  legal  estate 
must  prevail  in  an  ejectment. 

An  agreement  for  a  lease  does  not  necessarily  import  that 
the  demise  must  be  made  by  the  party  agreeing :  it  may  be 
construed  as  a  contract  to  procure  a  lease  to  be  granted  {d). 
Nor  is  it  tantamount  to  a  covenant  for  title  in  an  absolute 
conveyance  (c). 

Nor  is  a  party  contracting  to  grant  a  lease,  bound  to  obtain 
a  release  of  an  outstanding  equity  of  redemption,  so  as  to 
enable  him  to  be  the  only  demising  party;  it  is  sufficient  if 
he  obtain  the  concurrence  in  the  lease  of  the  owner  of  the 
equity  of  redemption,  though  the  expense  of  such  owner's 
joining  must  be  borne  by  the  lessor  (/). 

If  a  party  under  a  contract  for  a  lease  for  a  specified  term 
enter  into  possession,  and  hold  under  it  till  the  end  of  the 
term,  he  may  be  ejected  without  notice  to  quit  {g). 

An  agreement  for  a  lease  of  a  house  or  land  does  not  imply 
an  obligation  on  the  lessor's  part,  that  the  premises  shall  be  fit 
for  the  purpose  designed  by  the  lessee.  If,  therefore,  a  party 
agree  to  take  the  eatage  of  a  piece  of  land  for  a  certain  term, 
at  a  certain  rent,  he  caimot  resist  payment,  because  some  of 


(b)  Weakly  dem.  Yea  v.  Bucknell, 
Cowp.  473.  Goodtitle  dem.  Edwards 
V.  Bailey,  Cowp.  597. 

(c)  Lowther  r,  Andover,  1  Bro.C.  C. 
397.  Doe  dem.  Hodsden  v.  Staple,  2 
Term  Rep.  684.  Doe  dera  Coore  v. 
Clare,  2  Term  Rep.  739.  Goodtitle 
dem.  Jones  v.  Jones,  7  Term  Rep.  47. 


Doe  dem.  Da  Costa  v.  Warton,  8  Term 
Rep.  2.  Shannon  v.  Bradstreet,  1  Scho. 
&  Lef  67;  and  see  the  note  there. 

(d)  Clarke  v.  Peppin,  2  Vent.  99. 

(e)  Gwillim  v.  Stone,  3  Taunt.  433. 
(/)  Reeves  v.  Gill,  I  Beav.  375. 
(ff)  Doe   dem.   Tilt  v.   Stratton,   4 

Bing.  446;  S.  C.  1  Mo.  &  Pa.  183. 
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his  animals^  with  which  he  stocked  it^  died  from  having  eaten 
on  the  ground  something  of  a  poisonous  nature  (A). 

It  is  not  usual  in  practice,  on  an  agreement  for  a  lease, 
especially  where  it  is  to  be  derived  out  of  a  great  estate,  to 
require  an  investigation  of  the  title  of  the  intended  Ies8or(t) ; 
but  whether  the  production  of  that  title  can  be  enforced  on  a 
bill  for  specific  performance  by  the  lessee,  has  been  the  subject 
of  anxious  discussion. 

Some  words  attributed  to  Lord  Mansfield  {k)  tend  to  show 
that  that  learned  judge,  considered  the  intended  lessee's  right 
unquestionable.  ^^  Whoever  (said  his  lordship)  wants  to  be 
secure  when  he  takes  a  lease  should  inquire  after  and  examine 
the  title  deeds;''  but  he  admitted,  at  the  same  time,  that  it 
was  not  often  done,  because  the  tenant  reUed  on  the  honor  of 
his  landlord. 

In  the  case  of  GwiUim  t;.  Stone  (/),  where  the  plaintiff 
declared  on  an  agreement  by  which  the  defendant  agreed  to 
grant  him  a  lease  of  certain  premises,  and,  after  averring  that 
the  defendant  undertook  to  procure  and  deUver  to  him  an 
abstract  of  title,  (as  to  which  the  agreement  was  in  fsu^t  sil^it,) 
declared  as  a  breach,  that  the  defendant  refused  to  deliver 
such  abstract,  Lawrence,  J.,  ridiculed  the  notion  of  a  mere 
contract  for  a  lease  implying  an  engagement  to  fiimish  an 
abstract,  saying  that  the  alleged  agreement  to  deliver  an 
abstract  was  aU  poetry,  the  mere  fancy  of  the  special  pleader. 
And,  upon  the  authority  of  this  determination,  Oibbs,  C.  J., 
nonsuited  the  plaintiff  in  the  action  of  Temple  t;.  Brown  (t»), 
a  case  sinular  in  its  circumstances,  and  Mr.  Justice  Heath 
seems  to  have  approved  of  the  nonsuit ;  but,  upon  a  motion 
for  a  new  trial,  the  court,  seeing  that  the  question  was  one  of 
immense  magnitude,  at  first  asked  whether  the  parties  would 
put  it  on  the  record  in  the  shape  of  a  special  verdict;    for 


(h)  Sutton  V,  Temple,  12  Mees.  &  Paton  v.  Brebner,  1  Bli.  P.  C.  68. 

Wei.  52.    Hart  v.  Windsor,  12  Mees.  (k)  Keeoh  v.  Hall,  sap. 

&  WeL  68.    Surplice  v.  FamBworUi,  (0  GwiUim  r.  Stone,  STwont.  433; 

8  Scott's  N.  R.  307.  S.  C.  U  Ves.  128. 

(0  Keech   v.  Hall,    1    Dougl.  23.  (m)  Temple  v.  Brown,  6  Taant  60. 
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when  Lord  Chancellor  Eldon  had  8aid(9i)  that  he  would  not 
decide  the  point  in  equity  without  the  aid  of  the  judges  of  the 
courts  of  law  (o),  they  would  be  sorry  to  take  it  on  themselves 
to  decide  it,  without  affording  an  opportunity  for  a  review  of 
their  judgment ;  but,  afterwards,  considering  that  the  cause 
had  originated  in  a  dispute  between  the  two  attorneys,  and 
that  the  clients  had  nothing  to  gain  by  the  decision  of  this 
momentous  question,  they  desired  the  counsel  to  consider 
what  course  would  be  most  for  the  interest  of  the  parties, 
and  adjourned,  and  the  case  was  never  afterwards  argued. 

The  question  was  again  agitated,  but  not  settled,  in  the 
more  recent  case  of  Fildes  v.  Hooker  {p).  The  Master  of  the 
Bolls  (Sir  Wm.  Grant)  declared  that  he  should  hesitate  long 
before  he  decided  that  an  owner  of  real  property,  by  contract- 
ing to  grant  a  lease,  became  bound  to  show  a  title  to  the 
estate  out  of  which  it  was  to  be  granted.  It  was,  however, 
distinctly  determined,  that  the  granting  party  could  not  com- 
pel a  specific  performance  against  the  intended  lessee,  without 
showing  a  title  to  the  property  to  be  leased,  and  that  he  was 
able  to  give  what  he  sought  to  compel  the  other  to  take.  The 
ai^ument  attempted  to  distinguish  between  an  agreement  for 
a  lease  for  only  twenty-one  years,  and  at  a  rack  rent,  and  an 
agreement  providing  for  a  long  term,  or  payment  of  a  large 
fine,  or  for  expensive  improvements;  but  the  court  considered 
that  it  might  be  as  great  an  inconvenience  and  detriment  to 
a  lessee  for  twenty-one  years,  as  any  other  lessee,  to  be  evicted 
in  the  middle  of  his  term ;  and  that  what,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  term,  was  a  lease  at  riM^k  rent,  might  from  various 
circumstances  become  a  beneficial  term  before  the  end  of  it ; 
and,  consequently,  that  a  person  bargaining  for  such  an  inte- 
rest should  not  be  compelled  to  take  it  without  a  title. 


(n)  White  V.  Foljambe,  1 1  Ves.  346-7,  not  leave  mankind  to  speculate  on  any 

was  referred  to.  judgment  I  alone  can  give,  but  I  will 

(o)  According  to  Veeey's  report,  the  have  the  best  assistance  upon  such  a 

term,<'judgeBofthe  courts  of  law/' was  point;  for  I  can  hardly  estimate  the 

not  used.  Lord  Eldon's  words  being,  consequences  of  law  from  either  doc- 

**  But  if  ever  it  should  be  my  duty  to  trine." 
decide  a  question  so  important,  I  will  (p)  Fildes  v.  Hooker,  2  Mori  v.  424. 
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We  may  stop  to  inquire  whether  a  lessee^  or  an  assignee 
of  a  lease^  contracting  generally  to  sell  the  demised  property 
for  the  residue  of  the  term^  is^  with  regard  to  the  production 
of  the  lessor^s  title^  better  circumstanced  than  a  party  con- 
tracting generally  to  grant  a  lease. 

Lord  Eldon  cautiously  abstained  from  pronouncing  an 
opinion  in  two  cases  {q)  which  touched  the  point ;  but  in 
Purvis  V.  Bayer  {r),  L.  C.  B.  Bichards^  after  consultation  with 
what  he  termed  higher  authority  than  his  own  {s),  evidently 
with  Lord  Eldon  {f),  broadly  decided  that  a  party  contracting 
for  the  sale  of  leasehold  property,  without  any  condition 
respecting  the  production  of  the  lessor^s  title,  could  not 
enforce  a  specific  performance  without  such  production. 

A  few  years  afterwards,  Abbott,  L.  C.  J.,  determined  at 
Nisi  Prius  (tt),  on  an  agreement  for  the  sale  of  a  lease  of  a 
public-house,  the  agreement  being  silent  as  to  title,  that, 
without  a  stipulation  for  the  purpose,  a  vendor  was  not  bound 
to  produce  his  landlord's  title,  a  thing  (said  the  learned 
judge)  which  in  most  cases  would  be  utterly  impossible. 
And,  after  noticing  that  the  cases  the  other  way  were  only 
cases  in  equity,  and  that  although  it  might  be  true  that  a 
vendor  on  a  bill  for  a  specific  performance  could  not  compel 
a  purchaser  to  take  a  lease  without  showing  the  lessor's  title, 
declared,  that  still  he  should  hold  that,  in  a  court  of  law,  the 
purchaser  could  not  recover  his  deposit  on  account  of  such 
title  not  being  produced,  imless  the  vendor  had  expressly 
contracted  to  furnish  his  lessor's  title. 

The  authority  of  this  case,  however,  has  been  destroyed  by 
the  more  recent  decision  in  Souter  v.  Drake  (^),  where  the 
court  of  King's  Bench,  rejecting  the  distinction  acted  upon 
in  Greorge  v.  Pritchard,  determined,  that,  unless  there  be  a 

(q)  White  v.  Foljambe,  11  Ves.  377.  Moo.  417. 

Peverell  v.  Lord  Bolton,  18  Ves.  505.  (:r)  Souter    v.   Drake,  5   Bun.  & 

(r)  Purvis  v,  Rayer,  9  Pri.  488.  AdoL  992;  S.  C.  3  Nev.  &  Man.  40. 

(«)  9  Pri.  516-7.  See  also  Spratt  v.  Jeffer}',  10  Bam.  & 

(0  ^  Bam.  &  Adol.  999;  3  Nev.  &  Cres.    249.    261,    the    judgment    of 

Man.  44.  Parke,  J. 

(u)  George  v.  Pritchia-d,  1   Ky.  & 
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stipulation  to  the  contrary^  there  is  in  every  contract  (y)  for  the 
sale  of  a  lease  an  implied  undertaking  to  make  out  the  lessor^s 
title  to  demise^  as  well  as  that  of  the  vendor  to  the  lease  itself; 
that  the  implied  undertaking  is  available  at  law  as  weU  as 
in  equity;  and  that  the  defendant  was  justified  in  refusing  to 
part  with  his  money  or  complete  his  purchase^  until  furnished 
with  proof  of  the  lessor^s  title ;  and  Souter  v,  Drake  itself  has 
been  folly  affirmed  of  late  by  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  (r). 

But  it  does  not  appear  that  Souter  v.  Drake  has  impeached 
the  authority  of  Gwillim  v.  Stone;  in  adverting  to  which 
Lord  Denman  said  (a),  that  the  case  of  Gwillim  v.  Stone  was 
disposed  of  before  the  subject  was  so  much  considered  as  it 
since  had  been  in  the  cases  in  equity:  besides^  that  the  points 
actually  decided  were^  firsts  that  on  a  contract  to  grant  a 
lease  there  was  no  engagement  necessarily  arising  by  impli- 
cation of  law  that  the  lessor  had  sufficient  power  to  grant  such 
a  lease^  and  should  show  a  good  title^  for  the  court  airested 
the  judgment  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  a  good  breach  of 
an  agreement  to  grant  a  lease,  to  state  that  the  defendant 
had  not  shown,  and  had  not  a  sufficient  title ;  and,  secondly, 
that  there  was  no  contract  implied  in  point  of  fact  to  deliver 
an  abstract  of  title  on  an  agreement  to  grant  a  lease. 

The  generality  of  the  proposition  advanced  in  Souter  v. 
Drake  admits  of  exception  in  the  case  of  a  contract  for  the 
sale  of  a  bishop^s  lease.  In  the  case  of  Fane  v.  Spencer  (i), 
determined  by  the  Vice-Chancellor,  July  15,  1815,  the  de- 
fendant, the  purchaser  of  an  estate  held  on  lease  for  lives 
under  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  excepted  to  the  Master's 
report  in  favor  of  the  title,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not 
shown,  by  the  abstract  or  otherwise,  that  the  bishop  had  any 
right  to  make  the  lease  under  which  the  plaintiff,  the  vendor, 
derived  her  title.  There  was  no  condition  in  the  particulars 
of  sale  that  the  purchaser  should  not  require,  nor  the  vendor 


(jf)  See,  however,  Fane  v.  Spencer,  (a)  5  Bam.  &  Adol.  1000;  3  Nev.  & 

infra,  in  this  page.  Man.  44. 

(2)  Hall  V.  Betty,  5  Scott's  N.  R.  (6)  Fane  r.  Spencer,  2  Mori  v.  130,  n. 

o08;  S.  C.  4  Man.  &  Gra.  410.  Sir  Thomas  Plumer,  V.  C. 
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be  bound  to  produce^  the  title  of  the  ground  landlord.  The 
Master^  on  a  reference^  reported  in  fetyor  of  the  title^  and, 
after  several  arguments,  the  V.  C.  overruled  the  exceptions, 
as  the  case  was  one  of  a  bishop's  lease,  and  therefore  distinct 
from  the  question  which  arose  on  ordinary  leases,  the  statute 
prescribing  the  mode  of  granting,  and  the  presumption  arising 
firom  the  use  of  the  bishop's  seal  being  equivalent  to  that 
which  was  founded  on  admission  in  the  case  of  a  copyhold. 

On  the  whole,  it  appears, 

That  a  party  agreeing  to  grant  a  lease,  without  reference 
to  title,  cannot  compel  a  specific  performance  without  pro- 
ducing his  title ; 

That  the  party  agreeing  to  take  the  lease  cannot  enforce 
the  production  of  that  title ; 

That  a  party  agreeing,  without  reference  to  title,  for  the 
sale  of  his  lease,  cannot  (except  in  the  case  of  a  bishop's  lease) 
compel  a  specific  performance  without  production  of  his  lessor's 
title,  as  well  as  his  own ; 

Nor,  without  such  production,  maintain  an  action  at  hiw  for 
a  breach  of  the  agreement. 

It  is  usual,  therefore,  in  practice,  expressly  to  provide,  in 
agreements  for  leases,  that  the  lessor  shall  not  be  bound  to 
produce  his  own  title ;  and,  in  agreements  for  the  sale  of 
leasehold  interests,  that  the  vendor  shall  not  be  bound  to 
produce  his  lessor's  title.  And  if  an  auctioneer  having  the 
management  of  the  sale  of  leasehold  property  omit  such  a 
provision  from  the  particulars  and  conditions  of  sale,  he  is 
guilty  of  gross  negligence,  which  is  a  good  defence  to  an  action 
by  him  against  his  employer  for  work  and  labour  (c). 

Where  a  party  having  entered  into  a  contract  for  a  lease 
took  possession  of  the  premises,  and  after  perusal  of  the  lease 
sent  him  by  the  lessor,  returned  it  with  alterations,  it  was 
held  that  he  had  waived  any  right  he  might  have  had  to  an 
investigation  of  the  lessor's  title  (ef). 

So,  where  one  contracting  for  the  purchase  of  the  benefit 

(c)  Denew  v.Deverell,  citod  by  Loxd      AdoL  1001 ;  3  Nev.  &  Blan.  45. 
Denman  in  Souter  v.  Drake,  5  Bam.  &  (d)  Warren  v.  Richardson,  1  Yo.  1 . 
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of  an  agreement  for  a  lease  of  a  public  house,  and  also  of  the 
stock  and  good  will,  entered  into  possession  before  the  lease 
had  been  granted,  paid  part  of  the  purchase  money,  and  mort- 
gaged his  interest,  it  was  held,  that  he  was  not  entitled  to  call 
for  the  production  of  the  lessor's  title,  or  for  evidence  that 
the  lease  was  made  in  conformity  with  the  power  under  which 
it  was  granted  (e). 

In  the  absence  of  express  stipulation  for  the  purpose,  the 
lessee  has  no  means,  after  the  execution  of  the  lease,  of  com- 
pelling the  lessor  to  produce  his  title  deeds  (/).  To  guard 
against  this  objection,  the  lessee,  keeping  the  probability  of 
an  assignment  in  view,  should  require  from  his  lessor  a  cove* 
nant  for  the  production  of  his  title,  for  the  satisfeu^on  of  a 
future  purchaser  {ff). 

If  a  party  contracting  to  grant  a  lease  to  begin  at  a  future 
specified  day,  (the  agreement  being  silent  as  to  the  time  of 
making  the  lease,)  be  not  prepared,  when  called  upon,  to  show 
that  he  has  sufficient  right,  the  intended  lessee  may  rescind 
the  contract,  and  recover  his  deposit,  even  before  the  day 
prescribed  for  the  commencement  of  the  lease  in  interest  {h)» 
Or  if  the  intended  lessor  disable  himself  from  granting  a  future 
lease,  by  concurring  in  the  interval  in  a  conveyance  of  the 
estate,  inconsistent  with  the  lessee's  right,  he  is  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  his  contract,  and  is  liable  to  be  sued  before  the 
stated  day  arrives,  notwithstanding  the  possibility  of  his  reco- 
vering in  the  interim  the  means  of  fulfilling  it.  This  rule 
was  exemplified  in  two  late  cases  (i).  In  the  former  (il),  the 
agreement,  dated  Srd  January,  1824,  was,  that  the  defend- 
ant should,  with  all  possible  speed  after  he  should  become 
possessed  of  or  in  possession  of  a  certain  public  house,  execute 
a  lease  thereof,  from  the  21st  of  December,  1825,  for  fourteen 
or  twenty-one  yean,  if  required  by  the  plaintiff,  at  the  yearly 

(e)  Haydoa  v.  Bell,  1  Beav.  337.  325;  S.  C.  9  Dow.  &  Ry.  443.   Roper 

(/)  Purvis  v,  Rayer,  9  Pri.  520.  v.  Coombes,  sup.    And  see  Main's  case, 

(ff)  9  Pri.  621.  6  Co.  20,  b.;  S.  C.  Mo.  452;  Cro.  EKz. 

(h)  Roper  V.  Coombes,  6  Bam.  &  450.  479;  Jenk.  Cent.  256;  2  And.  18; 

Cres.  534;  S.  C,  9  Dow.  &  Ry.  562.  Poph.  109. 

(t)  Ford  V,  Tiley,  6  Barn.  &.  Crcs.  (k)  Ford  v,  Tiley,  sup. 
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rent  of  105/. ;  and  the  defendant  was  to  have^  as  the  consi- 
deration^ 5/.  down^  and  100/.  on  the  signing  of  the  lease.  The 
agreement  also  stipulated^  that  if  either  party  ran  from  the 
agreement^  or  did  anything  to  prevent  the  lease  from  being 
executed  by  aU  necessary  parties^  he  should  forfeit  200/.  It 
appeared  in  evidence  upon  the  trials  that  at  the  time  of  the 
agreement  the  house  was  out  upon  a  lease  which  would  not 
expire  till  Midsummer^  1827,  and  that  the  legal  estate  was 
vested  in  trustees  in  trust,  among  other  trusts,  to  receive  and 
pay  to  Betty  Tyler  25/.  per  annum  for  her  life,  and,  subject 
thereto,  to  the  use  of  the  defendant,  if  he  attained  twenty-four. 
On  the  24th  of  June,  1825,  the  defendant,  having  attained 
twenty-four,  joined  with  the  trustees  in  a  new  lease  to  the 
former  lessees,  for  twenty-three  years,  from  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1825;  and  it  was  for  his  concurrence  in  this  lease  that 
the  action  was  brought.  It  was  objected  at  the  trial,  and  the 
question  was  saved,  whether  the  action,  brought  in  1826,  was 
not  premature,  on  the  ground  that  the  lease  which  was  m  ewe 
at  the  time  of  the  agreement  would  not  have  expired  till  Mid- 
summer, 1827,  and  was  still  as  to  these  parties  to  be  deemed 
a  subsisting  lease;  but  the  court  were  of  opinion  that  the  action 
was  maintainable;  because  by  the  lease  of  June,  1825,  the 
defendant  had  given  up  his  right  to  have  the  possession,  and 
had  put  it  out  of  his  power,  so  long  as  that  lease  subsisted,  to 
grant  the  lease  he  stipulated  to  grant;  that  although  it  was 
very  true  that  the  defendant  might  obtain  a  surrender  of  the 
lease  of  1825  before  Midsummer,  1827,  and  then  he  would  be 
in  a  condition  to  grant  the  lease  he  stipulated  to  grant,  yet 
the  obtaining  of  such  a  surrender  was  not  to  be  expected;  and 
having  created  a  present  disability,  his  contract  with  the 
plaintiff  was  broken  by  joining  in  the  lease  of  1825. 

The  latter  case  (/)  was  an  action  of  assumpsit  for  money 
had  and  received.  It  appeared  in  evidence,  that,  on  the  31st 
of  March,  1826^  the  defendant  agreed  to  grant  to  the  plaintiff 
a  lease  of  a  public  house,  for  twenty-one  years,  from  the  29th 

(0  Roper  V.  Coombcs,  6  Bai-n.  &  Cres.  534 ;  S.  C.  9  Dow.  &  Ry.  562. 


i 


Ch.IV.  S.IV.]  IN  EQUITY: — SPECIFIC  PERFORMANCE.  621 

of  September  then  next^  in  consideration  of  1000/.^  of  which 
10/.  were  then  paid  down  by  the  plaintiff;  90/.  were  to  be 
paid  on  the  13th  of  April  then  next;  and  the  residue  on 
having  possession.  No  time  for  granting  the  lease  was  ex- 
pressly fixed  by  the  agreement.  The  sum  of  90/.  was  not  paid 
on  the  13th  of  April;  but  on  the  20th  of  that  month  the 
plaintiff  by  his  attorney  required  the  defendant  to  exhibit  his 
title  to  the  premises.  The  defendant^  on  the  other  hand, 
called  for  payment  of  the  90/.^  and  insisted  that  he  was  not 
bound  to  grant  the  lease^  or  show  a  title,  until  the  29th  of 
September ;  and  thereupon  the  plaintiff  gave  notice  that  he 
would  rescind  the  contract,  and  called  for  repayment  of  the 
10/.  The  defendant  having  refused  to  repay  it,  an  action 
was  commenced  in  Trinity  Term,  1826.  It  appeared  that  the 
defendant  had  not  at  that  time  power  to  grant  a  lease  accord- 
ing to  his  contract ;  and  the  sole  question  was,  whether  the 
plaintiff  at  the  time  when  the  action  was  commenced  had  a 
right  to  rescind  the  contract :  if  he  had  not,  it  followed  that 
the  defendant  was  entitled  to  maintain  an  action  for  the  sum 
of  90/.,  which  was  agreed  to  be  paid  on  the  13th  of  April  : 
and  the  court  held,  that,  as  no  evidence  of  his  right  was  then 
given,  and  as  at  the  trial  it  was  proved,  on  the  contrary,  that 
he  had  no  such  right  at  that  time,  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to 
rescind  the  contract,  and  to  sue  for  the  10/.  which  he  had 
paid;  it  being  but  reasonable  that  the  party  should  not  pay 
so  large  a  sum  as  90/.  without  knowing  that  the  defendant 
had  power  to  complete  his  part  of  the  contract. 

The  tenant  should  be  cautious  how  he  incurs  expense  in 
altering  or  improving  the  premises  before  the  execution  of  the 
lease;  as  he  cannot  maintain  an  action  to  be  reimbursed  on 
the  landlord's  proving  unable  to  make  a  good  title  {m). 

II.  Another  of  the  consequences  of  the  agreement  is  a  right 
to  apply  to  a  court  of  equity  for  a  specific  performance  of  it ; 
but,  to  call  this  branch  of  equitable  jurisdiction  into  operation, 
the  term  and  conditions  of  the  intended  lease  must  either  be 

(m)  Gwillim  v.  Stone,  3  Taunt  433. 
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actually  expressed^  or  the  transaction  must  bear  some  reference 
by  which  they  may  be  ascertained  (n) ;  for  if  a  material  ingre- 
dient in  the  terms  be  omitted,  or  left  in  doubt,  the  court 
regards  the  transaction  as  imperfect,  and  resting  in  treaty 
only.  Therefore,  where  a  tenant  in  possession  under  an 
article  impeached  by  his  landlord  proposed  to  pay  an  in- 
creased rent,  a  bill  by  the  landlord  for  a  specific  execution  of 
the  proposal  was  dismissed,  the  period  when  the  increased 
rent  should  commence  not  being  agreed  on(o).  It  is  the 
same  if  the  agreement  make  no  mention  of  the  term  of  the 
proposed  lease  {p). 

But  though  specific  performance  cannot  be  decreed  of  an 
agreement  to  sell  at  a  price  to  be  settled  by  arbitrators,  if  the 
arbitrators  named  by  the  parties  have  not  made  their  award; 
yet,  if  the  agreement  be  that  a  valuation  shall  be  made,  but 
the  parties  hare  not  appointed  any  persons  to  make  the  valu- 
ation, the  court  will  itself  interfere,  by  reference  to  the 
Master,  to  ascertain  the  value,  and  direct  a  specific  perform- 
ance of  the  agreement  {q). 

And  where  an  agreement  was  entered  into  for  a  lease  for 
three  lives,  or  thirty-one  years,  a  specific  perfimnanoe  was 
decreed  in  Ireland,  the  term  being  customary  and  well  under- 
stood in  that  country.  It  was  considered  that  the  right  ci 
nomination  rested  with  the  tenant ;  and  that  he  was  entitled 
to  the  aid  of  the  court,  provided  he  made  his  application 
within  a  reasonable  time,  and  nominated  lives  in  existence 
when  the  agreement  was  entered  into  (r). 

The  cases  of  Wheeler  v.  IVEsterre  («),  and  Lord  Kensington 
V.  Phillips  (/),  being  decided  on  the  particular  drcumstanees 
attending  them,  were  not  hekd  to  affect  the  question. 

(n)  Gordon  v.  Trerelyaii,  1  Pri.  64.  Lef.  22. 

Verlander  tr.  Codd,  1  Turn.  &  Rdsb.  (9)  Daly  v.  Daggan,  I  Irish  £q. 

352.    Price  v.  Assheton,  1  Yo.  &  Col.  lU^.  311. 

Exch.  82.  441.    And  see  Paiker  v,  (r)  Fltsgenld  «.  YieMB^  2  Dm.  Sl 

Smithy  1  CoL  608.    Butler  v.  Powis,  2  WaL  298.     And   see    CHeriihjr   v. 

Col.  156.  Hedges,  1  Scfao.  &  Lef.  128. 

(0)  Lofd  Onnond  v.  Andenon,  2  ($)  Wheeler  v.  D'Eelene^  2  Dow. 

BaU  &  Beat  363.  P.  C.  359. 

ip)  Clinan   v.  Cooke,   1   Scho.  &  (i)  Lord  Kenangton  v.  PhOlipe,  5 
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But  wh^re  an  agreement  uncertain  in  itself  expressly 
refers  to  another  written  instrument  (u),  or  to  a  plan^  as  an 
existing  document^  forming  a  term  in  the  contract^  parol 
evidence  is  admissible  for  the  purpose  of  identifying  the 
writing  or  plan ;  though,  unless  the  evidence  of  identity  be 
clear  and  satis&ctory^  specific  performance  of  such  an  agree* 
ment  will  be  refused  (x). 

Cases  of  part  performance  appear  to  receive  a  more  indul- 
gent consideration.  Great  difficulty  sometimes  exists  in 
ascertaining  the  precise  stipulations  of  the  agreement, 
although  it  be  partly  carried  into  execution.  Under  such 
circumstances,  the  court  endeavours  to  collect,  if  it  can,  the 
terms  contemplated  by  the  parties  (y).  Thus,  where  a  biU 
was  filed,  praying  for  a  lease  according  to  the  defendant's 
promise,  the  plaintifi*  having  laid  out  money  on  the  premises ; 
and  the  defeudant  insisted  on  the  statute,  there  being  no 
agreement  in  writing,  nor  any  certain  terms  agreed  upon, 
dedaring,  that  what  the  plaintiff  had  laid  out  was  not  on 
lasting  improvements,  but  admitting  that  he  had  built  a 
stable,  which  cost  him  about  lOL;  and  it  was  proved  that  the 
defendant  told  the  plaintiff  that  his  word  was  as  good  as  his 
bond,  and  promised  him  a  lease  when  he  should  have  renewed 
his  own  £rom  his  landlord;  the  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  the 
defendant  was  guilty  of  a  fraud,  and  ought  to  be  punished  for 
it ;  and  so  decreed  a  lease  to  the  plaintiff,  though  the  terms 
were  uncertain;  it  being  in  the  plaintiff's  election  for  what 
time  he  would  hold  it ;  and  he  elected  to  hold  during  the 
defendauf  8  term,  at  the  old  rent(r). 

Lord  lliurlow  also  in  a  case  (a),  which  has  not  escaped 
censure  (d),  directed  a  reference  to  the  Master  for  the  purpose 

Dow.  P.  C.  61.    And  see  F^ton  v.  1  CoL  608. 

ReiUy,  cited,  Wallifl,  by  Lyne,  85.  (2)  5  Vin.  Ab.  623.  pi.  40,  tit.  Con- 

(«)  Clinaii  V.  Cooke,  1  Sebo»  A  Lef.  tract  and  Agreement 

33.  (a)  AUaa  v.  Bower,  3  Bro.  C.  C.  149. 

(x)  Hodges  V.  Horsfall,  1  Ruae.  &  And  aee  Plunket  v.  Lord  Kingaland,  4 

Myl.  116.  Bro.  P.  C.  567;  S.  C.  Toml.  ed.  vol.  1, 

(jf)  Boardman  v.  Moetyn,  6  Ves.  p.  322;  Jour.  vol.  27,  p.  32. 

471.    See  also  Plnnket  v.  Kingsland,  (6)  1  Scho.  &  Lef.  36. 
1  Bro.  P.  C.  322;  and  Parker  v.  Smith, 
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of  ascertaining  tlie  terms  on  which  a  lease  was  to  be  granted 
to  the  plaintiff.  And  in  a  case  that  came  firom  Malton  in 
Yorkshire^  possession  having,  been  delivered  in  pnrsuance  <rf 
a  parol  agreement^  and  a  dispute  arising  upon  the  terms  of 
the  agreement^  the  same  learned  judge  thought  proper  to  send 
it  to  the  Master^  upon  the  ground  of  the  possession  being 
delivered^  to  inquire  what  the  agreement  was.  The  Master 
decided  as  well  as  he  could^  and  then  the  cause  came  before 
Lord  Rosslyn  upon  farther  directions^  who  certainly  seemed 
to  think  Lord  Thurlow  had  gone  a  great  way ;  and  either 
drove  them  to  a  compromise^  or  refused  to  go  on  with  the 
decree  upon  the  principle  on  which  it  was  made  (c). 

So,  in  Mortimer  v.  Orchard  (d),  where  the  plaintiff  having 
built  a  house  on  the  estate  of  the  two  defendants  brought  a 
bill  for  specific  performance  of  an  agreement,  not  according 
to  the  statute  of  frauds,  for  a  new  lease  for  twenty-one  years; 
and  the  terms  of  granting  the  lease,  proved  for  the  plaintiff 
by  the  testimony  of  a  single  witness,  were  different  from  those 
of  the  agreement  set  up  by  the  bill ;  and  both  defendants  in 
their  answers  stated  the  agreement  to  be  different  both  from 
that  proved,  and  that  set  up  by  the  bill ;  Lord  Loughborough 
said  that  it  was  impossible  to  decree  upon  the  prayer  of  the 
bill,  as  then  he  must  decree  contrary  to  the  evidence  for  the 
plaintiff;  that  in  strictness,  therefore,  the  bill  ought  to  be  dis- 
missed ;  but  as  there  had  been  an  execution  of  some  agree- 
ment between  the  parties,  and  he  gave  the  plaintiff  credit  for 
building  the  house,  which  was  not  compatible  with  the  idea 
that  he  was  to  have  only  the  remainder  of  the  old  term,  he 
was  put  to  inquire  into  the  single  fact,  what  was  the  agree- 
ment.  The  plaintiff  having  tendered  a  lease  to  the  defend- 
ants, which  they  had  refused,  the  Master  was  directed  to  look 
into  the  lease  so  tendered,  and  to  settle  a  lease  pursuant  to 
the  agreement  confessed  by  the  answers,  to  which  (said  his 
lordship)  I  will  bind  the  defendants,  and  by  which  only  I  can 


(c)  Cited  by  Lord  Eldon,  6  Yes.  470.      243.    See  Lindny  v.  Lyndi,  2  Sdio. 
((Q  Mortimer  v.Orchardy  2  Yes.  juD.      &  Lef.  1. 
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bind  them^  containing  all  the  covenants  and  clauses  of  the 
ancient  lease. 

Lord  Bedesdale  ako,  in  a  suit-  for  a  specific  performance, 
where  the  agreement  was  silent  as  to  the  duration  of  the 
term,  said,  that  he  should  have  had  great  difSculty  if  there 
had  been  a  part  performance ;  as  then  he  must  have  directed  a 
further  inquiry,  for  the  party  had  not  suggested  by  his  bill  that 
the  agreement  was  for  three  lives,  or  for  any  specific  time  (e). 

In  conformity  also  with  these  determinations.  Lord  Eldon 
declared  that  he  considered  the  court  bound  to  ascertain,  as 
far  as  possible,  the  terms  of  the  agreement  (/) .  He,  however, 
as  well  as  Lord  Bosslyn  (g),  was  of  opinion  that  the  court 
had  gone  quite  far  enough,  and  that,  perhaps,  if  it  were  res 
Integra,  the  soundest  rule  would  be,  that  if  the  party  left  it 
so  uncertain,  the  agreement  should  not  be  taken  out  of  the 
statute  sufficiently  to  admit  of  its  being  enforced  (A). 

Li  the  next  place,  in  seeking  a  specific  performance,  the 
plaintiff  must  not  only  come  to  enforce  a  fair  and  reasonable 
contract,  but  must  show  that  his  own  conduct  in  reference 
to  it  has  been  fair,  and  free  firom  suspicion  (i) ;  for  if  there 
be  a  reasonable  doubt  upon  the  transaction,  the  party  wiU 
be  left  to  his  legal  remedy  for  the  nonperformance  of  the 
contract  (h). 

Thus,  where  a  party  acted  as  if  he  had  abandoned  his  con- 
tract to  take  a  lease,  his  bill  for  a  specific  performance  was 
dismissed  (/)• 

So,  where  the  surrender  of  an  existing  lease  pur  autre  vie 
formed  part  of  the  consideration  for  the  grant  of  a  new  term, 
and  in  the  interval  between  the  commencement  of  the  treaty 
and  the  signing  of  the  agreement  the  life  of  the  cestui  que 
vie  was  despaired  of,  and  shortly  afterwards  expired,  the  sup- 

(fi)  1  Scho.  &  Lef.  40.  borongh,  2  Dm.  &  WaL  441.    Harris 

(/)  Boardmani;.Mo0tyn,6  Ves.47l.  v.  Kemble,  1  Sim.  Ill ;  S.  C.  2  Dow 

(g)  Ante,  p.  624.  &  Cla.  463. 

(A)  BoaandmaD  V.  MoBtyn,  sap.  (Jb)  Floodv.  Finlay^sup.    0*Rourke 

(t)  Flood  V.  Finlay,  2  Ball  &  Beat.  v.  Percival,  snp. 
16.    O'Roarke  v.  PeraTal,  2  Ball  &  (2)  Garrett   v.   The  Eari  of   Bes- 

Beat  58.     Garrett  r.  The  Earl  of  Bes-  borough,  sup. 

VOL.  I.  S  S 
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pression  of  the  fact  of  his  danger^  which  was  known  to  the 
lessee^  but  not  to  the  lessor^  was  deemed  too  sharp  a  practice 
to  be  coimtenanced  in  equity^  and  the  plaintiff's  bill  for  a 
specific  performance  was  dismissed  with  costs  (m). 

Soj  where  a  party  in  possession  of  land  as  assignee  and 
ostensible  owner^  but  in  fact  holding  under  a  secret  trust  for 
the  original  lessee^  then  in  insolvent  circumstances,  obtained 
from  the  landlord,  in  confidence  of  his  (the  assignee's)  being 
the  rightful  tenant,  and  a  responsible  man,  an  agreement  for 
a  renewal  of  the  lease,  the  court  for  his  misconduct  dismissed 
his  bill  for  a  specific  performance  (n). 

To  the  same  effect  was  the  case  of  Blakeney  t;.  Baggott  (o). 
F.  C,  being  tenant  for  life  of  the  lands  in  question,  with 
power  to  lease  for  thirty-one  years,  with  remainder  to  M.  C, 
his  son,  in  tail,  made  a  lease  to  O.,  his  attorney,  for  three 
lives,  of  which  M.  C.  was  one.  M.  C,  while  an  improvident 
young  man,  executed  an  agreement,  written  on  the  counter- 
part of  the  lease  in  the  hands  of  O.,  by  which,  in  considera- 
tion of  2QLf  he  confirmed  the  lease  granted  by  his  father,  and 
engaged  to  renew  it  for  an  additionsd  three  lives.  The  agree- 
ment was  dated  in  1749 ;  and  the  first  three  lives  expired 
in  1817;  and  then  the  representative  of  O.  claimed  a  renewal 
for  other  three  lives,  pursuant  to  the  agreement,  and  filed  his 
bill  for  specific  performance ;  but  it  was  dismissed,  for  the 
agreement  was  deemed  to  be  of  too  doubtful  and  suspicious  a 
character  for  a  specific  performance ;  and  the  time  which  had 
elapsed  was  not  considered  under  the  circumstances  to  imply 
acquiescence ;  and  the  judgment  was  afBrmed  in  the  House 
of  Lords. 

Again,  the  court  will  not  compel  the  acceptance  of  a  lease^ 
unless  the  party  seeking  the  specific  performance  be  able  to 
perform  the  contract  on  his  part,  by  granting  a  secure  lease 
for  the  term  agreed  for ;  therefore,  an  underlessee  of  one  of 


(m)  Ellard  v.  Lord  Llandaff,  1  Ball  (o)  Blakeney  v.  Baggott,  1  Dow.  St. 

&  Beat.  241.  C3a.  405;  S.  C.  3  BU.  P.  C  N.  S.  237. 

(n)  0*Herlihy  v.  Hedges,  1  Scho.  &  Dowling  r.  Mill,  1  Madd.  541. 
Lef.  123.  130. 
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several  houses  which  had  been  originally  comprised  in  one 
demise^  with  a  right  of  re-entry  into  the  whole  on  breach  of 
covenants,  agreeing  to  grant  to  another  a  lease  for  twenty-one 
years,  cannot  compel  a  specific  performance,  as  he  cannot 
secnre  to  the  purchaser  the  specific  property  for  which  he  con- 
tracted; for  if  the  covenants  in  the  original  lease,  though 
well  observed  with  respect  to  the  particular  house,  were  to  be 
broken  as  to  any  of  the  other  houses,  the  original  lessors 
would  be  entitled  to  re-enter  upon  the  whole  of  the  premises. 
The  offer  of  pecuniary  compensation  in  case  of  eviction  will 
not  alter  the  case,  as  such  indemnity  cannot  extend  to  the 
specific  subject  of  the  contract,  the  possession  and  occupation 
of  the  premises  {p). 

On  the  other  hand,  where  a  person  contracts  to  grant  a 
lease  of  an  estate,  and  it  afterwards  turns  out  that  he  is  not 
entitled  to  a  part  of  it,  the  contract  may  generally  be  enforced 
by  the  lessee  as  to  the  part  of  which  the  grantor  is  owner  (q). 
The  rale,  however,  does  not  obtain  where  unfair  dealing  has 
been  practised ;  and,  hence,  where  the  plaintiff,  aware  that 
the  defendant,  a  tenant  for  life,  had  only  a  limited  power  of 
leasing,  contracted  for  a  lease  which  would  have  been  a  fraud 
on  the  settlement,  and  by  his  amended  bill  prayed  that  the 
agreement  might  be  carried  into  execution  so  for  as  the 
defendant  had  power,  without  prejudice  to  the  persons  in 
remainder,  the  court,  considering  the  agreement  a  violation 
of  the  leasing  power,  rejected  the  application,  although  the 
plaintiff  was  capable  of  maintaining  an  action  at  law  for  the 
loss  of  his  bargain,  and  expressed  his  willingness  to  take  a 
lease  determinable  on  the  death  of  the  grantor  (r). 

Nor  will  equity  lend  its  assistance  to  enforce  an  agreement 
or  contract  by  a  person  out  of  possession  to  grant  a  present 
lease  to  a  party  who  is  apprised  that  he  cannot  obtain  posses- 
sion except  by  a  suit,  it  not  being  competent  to  any  person 


(p)  FUdee  v.  Hooker,  2  Meriv.  424;  Beat  64. 

S.  C.  3  Madd.  193.     Warren  v.  Ri-  (r)  2   BaU  &  Beat  58.    See  aim 

chardson,  1  Yo.  1.  Ellard  v.  Lord  Llandaif,  1  BaU  &  Beat 

{q)  O'Rourke  v.  Percival,  2  BaU  &  241. 
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to  deal  on  such  terms,  the  contract  being  an  actual  dealing 
for  a  suit  in  chancery^  and  the  situation  of  the  property,  by 
suppressing  competition,  depriving  the  owner  of  getting  the 
fair  value  for  it  («). 

After  the  dismissal  of  a  bill  for  the  specific  execution  of  an 
agreement,  the  plaintiff  being  unable  to  make  a  good  title, 
an  injunction  may  be  obtained  on  motion  to  restrain  him 
from  proceeding  at  law  on  the  agreement,  the  defendant 
undertaking  to  file  a  bill  for  an  injunction  forthwith.  Actions 
under  these  circumstances  are  discountenanced  by  the  court 
of  Chancery,  as  they  appear  to  be  an  attempt  to  induce  a  jury 
to  act  contrary  to  the  Master  (/). 

Some  consideration  also  must  move  firom  the  party  seeking 
a  specific  performance.  Therefore,  where  a  lessee  obtained 
from  his  lessor  a  document  by  which  she  agreed  to  abate  the 
rent  50/.  a  year,  in  consequence  of  representations  to  her  that 
he  had  expended  large  sums  of  money  in  improving  the  pre- 
mises, it  was  held  that  it  did  not  amount  to  a  contract  by 
him  to  surrender  his  old  lease,  or  by  her  to  grant  a  new  one, 
and  that  as  it  was  wholly  without  consideration,  nothing 
being  to  be  performed  by  the  tenant,  he  could  not  enforce  a 
specific  performance  of  it,  although  the  reduced  rent  had  been 
paid  and  accepted  for  more  than  seven  years  («). 

In  all  cases  the  plaintiff  is  expected  to  exercise  due  dih- 
gence  and  activity  in  enforcing  his  claim.  A  bill  for  the 
specific  performance  of  an  agreement  to  grant  a  lease,  being 
an  appUcation  to  the  discretion,  or  rather  to  the  extraordinary 
jurisdiction  of  the  court,  cannot  be  entertained  in  fi^vor  of 
a  person  who  has  long  slept  upon  his  rights,  and  acquiesced 
in  a  title  and  possession  adverse  to  his  claim  (^).  In  one 
instance,  where  the  plaintiff  had  refirained  firom  filing  his  bill 
until  two  years  after  the  treaty  had  been  broken  off  by  the 
defendant's  declining  to  perform  the  contract,  and  the  only 

(«)  Bayly  v.  Tyrrell,  2  Ball  &  Beat  ton,  Jonea,  Irish  Excfa.,  431.  See  also 

358.  Parker  v.  Smith,  1  Col.  608. 

(0  Mc  Namara  v.  Arthur,  2  Ball  &  {x)  Moore  v.  Blake,  1  Ball  &  Beat 

Beat  849.  62.    And  see  Hudaon  r.  Barfenoiy  3 

(«)  Fitzgerald  v.  Lord  Portariing-  Madd.  440. 
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reason  assigned  for  the  delay  beings  that  the  plaintiff^s 
attorney  had  mislaid  the  papers  relating  to  the  transaction^ 
the  court  refused  a  specific  performance  (^).  Whether  the 
laches  consist  in  not  prosecuting,  or  not  commencing  a  suit^ 
is  immaterial  (^). 

The  doctrine  of  laches  does  not  apply  to  a  contract  in  fact 
executed^  by  the  parties  having  been  in  enjoyment  of  the 
benefits  given  them  by  the  contract  (a). 

As  a  general  rule^  an  assignee  of  an  agreement  for  a  lease 
is  entitled  to  a  specific  performance  in  his  favor;  but  not 
unless  he  can  procure,  if  the  lessor  require  it,  the  assignor's 
personal  liability  for  the  covenants  {b). 

Until  lately,  it  was  doubtful  whether  specific  performance  of 
a  contract  for  a  lease  entered  into  with  a  party  prior  to  his 
bankruptcy  could  be  enforced  by  his  assignees ;  though  the 
inclination  of  the  court  for  a  length  of  time  was  evidently 
unfavorable  to  their  claim. 

The  case  of  Drake  v.  the  Mayor  of  Exon  (c)  arose  on  a 
covenant  to  grant  a  renewal ;  but  it  is  apprehended  that  the 
same  rules  would  apply  to  a  contract  for  an  original  lease. 
The  lessee  became  bankrupt,  and  the  bill  was  filed  by  the 
assignee  of  the  commissioners ;  and  Windham,  J.^  and  Tur- 
ner^ B.,  to  whom  the  case  was  referred,  certified  that  the 
plaintiff  ought  not  to  be  relieved. 

Willingham  v.  Joyce  {d)  involved  circumstances  of  fraud 
and  misrepresentation,  as  well  as  of  insolvency;  but  Lord 
Alvanley,  then  Master  of  the  Bolls,  seemed  clearly  of  opinioii 
that  assignees  could  not  maintain  a  bill  for  a  specific  perform- 
ance, unless  they  chose  to  take  the  lease  as  tenants,  and  ente^ 
into  covenants.    And  shortly  afterwards  Lord  Loughborough 


(y)  Heaphj  v.  Hill,  2  Sim.  &  Stu.  (c)  Drake  v.  The  Mayor  of  Exon, 

29.  I  Ch.  Caw  71 ;  S.  C.  Freem.  Ch.  183;  1 

(2)  Moore  v,  Blake,  1  BaU  A  Beat.  £q.  Ca.  Ab.  53.  pL  1.     Nels.  Ch.  Rep. 

69.  102.    Yandenanker  v.  Deebrough,  2 

(a)  Clarke  v.  Moore,  1  Jo.  &  La  Vem.  96;  S.  C.  1  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  63. 

Tou.  723.  pi.  3.    Moyses  v.  litae,  2  Vem.  194; 

(h)  DoweU  V.  Dew,   1  Yo.  &  Col.  S.  C.  1  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  53.  pL  4. 

V.  C.  345.  358.  (d)  Willingham  v.  Joyce,  3  Vee.  168. 
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declared  (e),  that  it  must  be  a  very  strong  case  that  wonld 
induce  him  to  carry  into  execution  an  agreement  between 
landlord  and  tenant^  the  estate  not  being  executed  at  law, 
where  the  person  who  was  to  become  the  tenant  had  become 
a  bankrupt ;  and  his  lordship  said,  that  the  court  must  cer- 
tainly, upon  the  circumstance  of  the  intervening  bankruptcy, 
do  a  great  deal  more,  in  respect  of  the  defendant,  than  merely 
decree  a  specific  performance;  but  he  declined  stating,  as  a 
general  proposition,  that  bankruptcy  discharged  the  contract. 

The  same  opinion  appears  to  have  been  entertained  by 
Lord  Bedesdale,  though  the  case  before  him  (/)  was  distin- 
guished by  the  circumstance  of  the  bill  being  filed  by  a  party 
claiming  beneficially  xmder  a  secret  trust  created  in  his  fiEivor 
by  the  person  to  whom  the  landlord,  in  ignorance  of  that  fact, 
had  contracted  to  grant  the  lease. 

Flood  V,  Finlay  (^),  before  Lord  Manners,  was  determined 
against  the  assignees,  on  the  ground  of  the  contract  being 
entered  into  with  a  view  to  the  personal  accommodation  of 
the  bankrupt;  and  it  was,  therefore,  thought  unnecessary 
under  the  circumstances  to  decide  the  abstract  question, 
whether  they  could  not  in  any  case  be  entitled  to  a  decree  for 
a  specific  performance. 

Sir  William  Grant,  with  greater  fireedom,  expressed  an 
opinion  that  the  difficidty  of  establishing  the  assignees'  right 
to  a  specific  performance  would  be  insurmountable  (A). 

The  right  of  the  assignees  to  the  benefit  of  a  contract  for  a 
lease  entered  into  with  the  bankrupt  appears  for  the  first  time 
to  be  recognised  by  the  bankrupt  act  of  49  Geo.  S  (i),  the  19th 
section  of  which  provided,  "  that  in  all  cases  in  which  a  com- 
mission of  bankrupt  should  be  sued  forth  against  any  person 
after  the  passing  of  the  act,  and  such  person  should  be  entitied 
to  any  lease,  or  agreement  far  a  kase,  and  the  assignees  should 


(e)  Brooke  v.  Hewitt,  3  Yes.  263-4.  S.  C.  abridged,  2  Rose,  W7. 

(/)  O'Herlihj  v.  Hedges,  I  Scho.  (h)  WeatheraU  «.  Geeriog,  12  Vei. 

&.  Let.  123.  130.    And  see  Feather-  513. 

Btonhaugh  v.  Fenwiok,  17  Ves.  313.  (t)  49  Geo.  3.  c.  121. 

(g)  Flood  V.  Finlay,  2  Ball  &  Beat.  9; 
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accept  the  same^  as  part  of  the  bankrupt's  estate  and  effects  [k), 
the  bankrapt  shonld  not  be  liable  to  pay  the  rent  accruing 
due  after  such  acceptance;  and  that  after  such  acceptance 
the  bankrupt  should  not  be  liable  to  be  sued  in  respect  of  any 
subsequent  non-observance  of  the  conditions^  covenants,  or 
agreements,  therein  contained ;  provided  that  it  should  be 
lawful  for  the  lessor^  or  person  agreeing  to  make  such  lease, 
if  the  assignees  should  decline,  upon  being  required,  to 
determine  whether  they  would  or  would  not  so  accept  such 
lease,  or  agreement  for  a  lease,  to  apply  by  petition  to  the 
court,  praying  that  they  might  either  accept  the  same,  or 
deliver  up  the  lease^  or  agreement  for  the  lease,  and  the  pos- 
session of  the  premises  demised,  or  intended  to  be  demised, 
which  should  thereupon  make  such  order  as  should  seem  meet. 

A  few  years  after  this  act  was  passed.  Lord  Eldon  tacitly 
admitted  the  right  of  the  assignees  to  a  specific  performance. 
A  petition  was  presented,  that  the  assignees  of  a  bankrupt 
might  elect  to  take  or  reject  an  agreement  for  a  lease,  entered 
into  with  the  bankrupt.  It  was  merely  a  parol  agreement, 
strengthened,  however,  by  divers  acts  of  part  performance. 
And  his  lordship  was  of  opinion,  that  a  parol  agreement, 
although  brought  within  the  principle  upon  which  a  court  of 
equity  would  decree  a  specific  performance  upon  acts  of  part 
performance,  was  not  an  agreement  within  the  intent  of  the 
49  Geo.  3,  c.  121.  s.  19  (/)•  Hence  we  may  infer,  that,  had 
the  agreement  duly  complied  with  the  requisites  of  the  statute 
of  frauds,  he  would  not  have  refused  the  petition.  And  in  a 
later  case  before  Sir  Thomas  Flumer  (m),  the  assignees  of  a 
bankrupt  were  decreed  to  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  a  con- 
tract for  a  lease  entered  into  with  him,  without  any  objection 
being  raised  to  their  claiming  in  that  capacity. 

A  clause  similar  to  the  above  is  preserved  in  the  bankrupt 
act  of  Geo.  4  {n) ;  and  in  the  recent  act  (o)  to  amend  the  law 

{k)  Whether  this  right  of  election  (Q  Ex  parte  Sutton;  in  the  matter 

has  not  heen  affected  by  the  act  to  of  Changeur,  2  Rose,  86. 

establish  a  court  in  bankruptcy,  1  &  (m)  Meux  v.  Maltby,  2  Swanst.  277. 

2  W.  4.  c.  66,  will  be  discussed  here-  (»)  6  Geo.  4.  c.  16.  s.  75. 

after,  Vol,  2,  Part  the  Sixth,  Ch.  V.  (o)  7  &  8  Vict  c.  96.  s.  12. 
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of  insolvency^  bankruptcy^  and  execation;  and  it  has  been 
decided  {p),  that  a  specific  performance  will  be  decreed  on  a 
bill  by  the  assignees^  provided  they  wiU  personally  enter  into 
the  covenants  into  which  the  bankrupt  must  have  entered  if 
he  had  been  the  lessee.  The  reasons  for  this  determination 
lie  in  a  narrow  compass.  Prim&  facie^  all  the  rights  of  a 
bankrupt  are  transferred  to  the  assignees:  one  of  those 
rights  is  a  title  to  a  specific  performance ;  and  that  right  is 
not  weakened  upon  the  subject  of  a  lease  by  the  dauae  in  the 
bankrupt  act  before  alluded  to.  Indeed^  the  court  considered 
this  to  be  the  very  case  for  which  the  75th  section  of  that 
statute  had  provided.  It  put  the  assignees  to  elect  whether 
they  woidd  accept  the  benefit  of  the  agreement^  or  decline  it. 
If  they  might  electa  and  should  decide  upon  accepting  the 
benefit^  they  must  be  entitled  to  it  on  making  that  election; 
unless  a  decree  for  a  specific  performance  would  work  a  hard- 
ship or  injustice  to  the  lessor.  Sir  Wm.  Grranf  s  opinion 
above  noticed  {q)  was  allowed  to  create  some  difficulty;  but, 
being  deemed  a  mere  obiter  opinion^  and  not  called  for  by 
the  case  then  before  his  Honor^  was  not  received  as  authority 
by  the  court  of  Exchequer.  That  opinion^  however^  seems 
capable  of  reconciliation  with  the  judgment  in  the  case  o{ 
Powell  V.  Lloyd,  by  referring  the  latter  to  its  true  ground. 
It  was  founded  on  the  section  of  the  bankrupt  act  which  gave 
the  assignees  the  option  of  accepting  or  repudiating  the 
agreement;  but  as  no  such  statute  law  existed  when  the 
case  of  Weatherall  v.  Geering  was  before  Sir  Wm.  Grant, 
the  inconsistency  at  first  sight  apparent  between  the  cases  is 
removed. 

Where  both  the  intended  lessor  and  intended  lessee  become 
bankrupt,  it  seems  that  the  court  of  Review  has  no  jurisdic- 
tion to  compel  a  specific  performance  in  fiivor  of  the  assi^ees 
of  the  latter,  on  their  electing  to  adopt  the  agreement  (r). 

ip)  Powell  V,  Lloyd,  2  Yo.  &  Jery.  Ayr.  214.    Page  v.  Broom,  5  Bear.  36. 

372;  S.  C.  in  an  eartier  stage,  1  Yo. &  (q)  Sap.  p.  630. 

Jerr.  427.    And  see  Willingham  v.  (r)  Ex  parte  Lncai^  Mre  OMhan 

Joyce,  3  Yes.  69.    Crosbie  v.  Tooke,  and  Edge,  3  Deae.  &  Chit  144;  S.  C. 

1  MyL  &  Keen^  431 .  Moit^  «.  Rhodes,  1  Mont  &  Ayr.  93. 
1  Myl.  &  Keen,  435;  S.  C.  1  Mont  & 
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In  the  case  of  Smith  t^.  Phillips  {s),  one  Hobnan  made  an 
equitable  mortgage  of  the  premises  to  the  defendant^  and 
afterwards  entered  into  an  agreement  to  grant  a  lease  of  the 
same  premises  to  the  plaintiff.  Holman  became  a  bankrupt ; 
the  property  was  sold  under  an  order  of  the  court  of  Review, 
made  on  the  petition  of  the  defendant,  the  equitable  mort* 
gagee.  The  defendant  himself  became  the  purchaser,  and 
received  or  retained  out  of  the  purchase  money  the  sum 
secured  by  his  equitable  mortgage.  The  premises  were  sold 
subject  to  the  plaintifPs  claim  under  the  agreement,  and  the 
assignment  expressly  recited  that  they  were  so  sold.  And 
the  plaintiff  was  held  to  have  a  clear  right  to  the  lease  which 
he  contracted  for ;  and  it  was  said  that  that  right  was  to  be 
worked  out  against  the  equity  of  redemption,  which,  having 
been  united  to  the  equitable  mortgage,  could  not  be  separated. 

As  the  acts  for  relief  of  insolvent  debtors  (t)  contain  a  hke 
power  for  the  assignees  to  adopt  or  reject  the  insolvent's 
leases,  or  agreements  for  leases,  it  follows  that  they  must 
stand,  with  reference  to  specific  performance,  in  the  same 
situation  as  the  assignees  of  a  bankrupt. 

Still  there  is  a  difficulty  where  the  person  seeking  a  specific 
execution  of  a  contract  for  a  lease  is  notoriously  insolvent,  but 
has  neither  been  declared  a  bankrupt,  nor  has  taken  the 
benefit  of  the  insolvent  act.  Nor  is  it  capable  of  solution  by 
reference  to  the  practice  of  the  court  on  a  bill  by  an  insolvent 
person  for  the  completion  of  an  agreement  for  an  absolute 
purchase.  Between  purchases  and  leases  there  is  a  marked 
distinction  {u).  In  the  former,  the  bill  tenders  payment  of 
the  purchase  money,  and  thus  relieves  the  vendor  from  future 
risk ;  but,  in  the  latter,  the  responsibility  and  solvency  of  the 
tenant  are  matters  of  important  interest  to  the  landlord 
during  the  continuance  of  the  whole  term.  The  question 
has  frequently  been  presented  to  the  notice  of  the  court,  but 
almost  all  the  cases  in  which  it  has  arisen  have  been  deter- 

(f)  Smith  V.  PhiUipB,  1  Keen,  694.        c.  96.  s.  12. 
(0  7  Geo.  4.  c.  57.  s.  23;  1  &  2  (u)  Buckland  v.  Hall,  8  Vee.  94. 

Vict  c.   110.  B.  50;  and  7  &  8  Vict. 
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mined  on  collateral  points.  It  is  evident^  however^  from  the 
authorities  before  dted  {w),  that  such  an  application  by  an 
insolvent  would  not  be  regarded  with  a  very  favorable  eye. 
This  was  the  impression  of  Lord  Eldon^  who^  in  Buckland  v. 
Hall(y)^  after  premising  that  every  man  taking  a  tenant 
looked  to  the  probability  of  his  rent  being  paid  through  the 
whole  currency  of  the  lease^  continued: — "Therefore,  insol- 
vency admitted,  and  not  cleared  away,  is  a  weighty  objection 
to  a  specific  performance  of  an  agreement  for  a  lease;  the 
party  here  seeking  an  execution  beyond  the  law.  Insolvency 
would  be  of  weight  with  a  jury.  Such  a  question  appears 
never  to  have  been  determined;  and  is  of  too  much  conse- 
quence to  be  decided  upon  motion.  I  shall,  therefore,  only 
say,  that,  at  the  hearing,  in  general  cases,  it  would  have  con- 
siderable weight  with  me ;  in  some  cases  more  than  in  others. 
If  the  tenant  undertakes  for  nothing  but  the  payment  of 
rent,  it  must  be  appreciated  accordingly ;  if,  beyond  that,  he 
undertakes  for  considerable  expenditure  upon  the  premises, 
before  he  is  to  be  placed  in  the  relation  of  lessee,  that  is 
directly  connected,  as  a  most  important  circumstance,  with 
the  fact  of  solvency  or  insolvency.  Therefore,  where  very 
considerable  repairs  are  to  be  done  by  the  lessee,  his  solvency 
is  to  be  looked  to  to  that  extent ;  for  unless  done  before  the 
bill  is  filed,  they  are  to  be  done  after  the  decree ;  not  imme- 
diately upon  tender,  as  in  the  case  of  a  purchase,  unless  the 
biU  can  ofiPer  an  amount  of  the  utmost  possible  repairs  to  be 
paid  into  court.''  In  a  later  case  (zr),  where  a  bill  was  filed 
for  a  specific  performance,  Lord  Eldon  overruled  a  plea  that 
the  plaintiff  was  discharged  under  the  insolvent  act,  49  (reo.  3, 
c.  115 ;  as  that  circumstance  did  not  exist  when  the  bill  was 
filed.  The  consequence  was,  that  the  assignee  under  the  act, 
clerk  of  the  peace,  or  assignee,  was  obliged  to  come  in  by  a 
supplemental  suit. 

{x)  Willingham  v.  Joyce,  3  Ves.  168.  (y)  Bucklaod  v.  Hall,  8  Ve«.  92.  95. 

Brooke  v,  Hewitt,  3  Vea.  253.    O'Her-  See  also  Powell  v.  Lloyd,  2  Ya  & 

lihy  V.  Hedges,  1  Scho.  &  Lef.  123.  Jerv.  379. 

And  see  Boftrdman  v.  Mostyn,  6  Ves.  («)  De  Minckwitz  r.  Udney,  16  Ves. 

467.  466. 
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But  at  last  it  has  been  determined,  that  the  insolvency  of 
the  intended  lessee  is  a  good  ground  of  defence  to  a  bill 
brought  by  him  for  a  specific  performance  {a).    The  insol- 
vency, however,  must  be  proved  in  some  satisfactory  manner. 
It  is  not  necessary  that  the  party  should  be  proved  to  have 
taken  the  benefit  of  the  Insolvent  Debtor's  Act,  or  that  he 
should  have  given  up  all  his  property  for  the  benefit  of  his 
creditors ;  but  there  must  be  such  proof  of  general  insolvency 
as  the  court  can  act  upon,  and  as  judges  upon  great  consi- 
deration have  deemed  sufficient  to  indicate  that  state  of  cir- 
cumstances (i).     In  the  case  in  question,  the  plaintiff  had 
made  compositions  with  his  creditors  in  the  years  1822  and 
1826,  and,  previously  to  the  agreement,  dated  25  June,  1833, 
had  quitted  the  house  he  had  previously  occupied,  having 
prevailed  upon  his  landlord  to  accept  a  composition  of  60/. 
for  an  arrear  of  rent,  amounting  to  81/.  5^.  then  due  to  him, 
of  which  sum  of  60/.,  10/.  only  had  been  paid,  and  that  by 
the  plaintiff^s  brother.     On  the  other  hand,  there  was  the 
evidence  of  three  persons  of  unimpeachable  character,  one  of 
whom  had  been  a  surety  for  the  plaintiff  to  the  amount  of 
1000/.  since  the  year  1833,  who  spoke  to  their  having  had 
dealings  with  him  for  many  years,  and  to  their  opinion  of  his 
responsibility;  and  under  the  circumstances  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls  did  not  think  that  there  was  such  evidence  of  general 
insolvency  as  could  induce  him  to  say  that  the  plaintiff  was 
not  in  a  situation  to  perform  the  covenants  contained  in  the 
lease.    As  to  the  compositions  which  he  had  made  with  his 
creditors  in  1822  and  1826,  his  lordship  did  not  think  that 
he  ought  to  advert  to  them.     How  he  asked  could  those  cir- 
cumstances be  material,  if  he  had  conducted  himself  properly 
since  that  time  ? 

It  appears  that  the  iutended  lessor  has  a  right  to  make 
any  statement  in  his  answer  tending  to  show  misrepresenta- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  the  intended  lessee,  as  to  his 
circumstances  and  respectability:  he  has  a  right  to  aver  his 

(a)  Price  v.  Assheton,  1  Yo.  &  Col.  Exch.  82.  441. 
(&)  Neale  v,  Mackenzie,  1  Keen,  474. 
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general  insolvency^  and  to  put  in  issue  any  facts  whicli  may 
prove  such  insolvency;  but  he  has  no  right  to  introduce  mere 
imputations  on  his  moral  character  (c). 

It  Lb  no  defence  to  a  bill  filed  against  a  landlord  by  a  per- 
son to  whom  the  benefit  of  the  agreement  has  been  assigned, 
that  the  party  with  whom  it  was  originally  made  has  become 
bankrupt  or  insolvent :  provided  the  assignee  be  solvent,  and 
in  a  condition  to  enter  into  the  usual  covenants ;  and  there 
be  no  evidence  that  the  contract  was  entered  into  upon  con- 
siderations personal  to  the  assignor  («f). 

A  specific  performance  will  not  be  decreed  in  favor  of  a 
person  whose  conduct  would  have  effected  a  breach  of  the 
covenants,  and  conferred  on  the  lessor  a  right  of  re-entry, 
had  the  lease  been  granted  to  him  before  (e),  except  perhaps 
in  cases  where  the  court  would  relieve  against  a  forfeiture  for 
the  breach,  on  the  principle  of  compensation  (/);  nor  at  the 
suit  of  one  who  contracts  for  a  lease,  or  renewal  of  a  lease, 
ostensibly  for  his  own  benefit,  but  in  {ad  under  a  secret  trust 
for  another,  whom  the  landlord  would  not  have  accepted  as 
tenant  (^) ;  nor  of  the  cestui  que  trust  (A);  and  stiU  less  at  the 
instance  of  a  felon  (i). 

But  where  one  agreed  to  let  to  another  certain  premises, 
provided  the  intended  lessee,  his  executors,  administrators,  or 
assigns,  should  request  the  same  for  the  special  purpose  only 
of  carrying  on  his  or  their  trade,  or  for  the  special  purpose  of 
residence,  the  court  held  that  a  mere  covenant  by  the  lessee, 
if  he  could,  to  let  a  stranger  have  the  premises,  did  not  take 
away  his  right  to  a  specific  performaace  (*). 


(c)  Pearson  v.  Knapp,  1  MyL  &  Keen, 
312. 

(<i)  Crosbie  v,  Tooke,l  Myl  &  Keen, 
431.  Moxgan  v.  Rhodes,  1  MyL  & 
Keen,  435;  S.  C.  1  Mont  &  Ayr.  214. 

(e)  Boardman  V.  Mo0tyn,6ye8.472. 
Backland  v.  Hall,  8  Yea.  95.  Jones  v. 
Jones,  12  Yes.  188.  Weatherall  v. 
Geering,  12  Yea.  511.  Hill  v.  Bar- 
day,  18  Yes.  63.  Attwood  v.  Barham, 
2  BuBB.  186.  Thompson  v.  Guyon,  5 
Sim.  65.    Dowell  v.  Dew,  1  Yo.  &  CoL 


Y.  C.  345. 363.  Tonno  r.  Lewis,  2  Legal 
Obeeirer,  363,  Rolls,  10  June,  1831. 

(/)  Gonrlay  V.  The  Dnke  of  Somsrw 
set,lYe8.&B.68.  Lovatr.  Lord  Bane- 
lagh,  3  Yes.  &  B.  29.  Dowell  r.  Dew, 
1  Y0.&C0LY.C.345.  See  post,  Ftet 
the  Seventh,  Ch.  I.  as  to  this  doctrine. 

(g)  O'Herlihy  v.  Hedges,  1  Scho.  & 
Lef.  123;  dted,  17  Yes.  313. 

(A)  n>id. 

(t)  Willingham  r.  Joyce,  3  Yea.  169. 

(it)  Williams  v.  Cheney,  3  Vea.  59. 
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In  like  manner^  the  mere  refdsal  by  a  tenant  to  execute 
the  counterpart  of  a  lease  when  tendered^  will  not  prejudice 
his  future  application  for  a  specific  performance^  unless  the 
refusal  amount  to  an  absolute  renunciation  and  abandonment 
of  the  contract :  a  declaration  that  he  thinks  the  agreement 
is  as  good  a  lease  as  he  can  have^  does  not  import  that  he 
will  neyer  execute  a  lease;  nor  can  it  be  construed  as  a  repu- 
diation of  an  agreement  with  which  he  expresses  himself 
satisfied  (/). 

Whether  the  court  will  in  any  case  direct  an  actual  execu- 
tion of  a  lease  after  the  term  has  expired^  to  enable  the  lessor 
to  recover  damages  at  law  for  a  breach  of  covenant^  is  still 
open  to  discussion.  Sir  Wm.  Grant  seems  to  have  been 
satisfied  that  the  determination  of  the  term  intended  to  be 
granted  by  the  lease  would  preclude  the  plaintiff  from  equit- 
able aid.  But  where  an  application  was  made  to  have  a 
cause  advanced  in  the  paper  of  causes^  on  the  ground  that 
the  term  of  years  would  expire  before  the  suit^  which  was  for 
a  specific  performance^  could  come  on  to  be  heard  in  its 
regular  course^  in  which  case  the  decree  which  was  sought 
could  not  be  made  against  the  defendant^  the  cause  was 
advanced  accordingly^  the  plaintiff  undertaking  to  give  due 
notice  to  the  defendant  of  its  being  so  advanced.  An  appli- 
cation being  afterwards  made  by  the  defendant  to  have 
the  cause  replaced  wher^  it  originally  stood^  as  it  had  been 
advanced  without  previous  notice  to  him^  Sir  Wm.  Grant  said^ 
that  a  defendant  had  no  right  to  object  to  a  cause  being 
heard  at  any  time  after  it  had  been  set  down  for  hearings  it 
being  in  the  discretion  of  the  court  to  direct  a  cause  to  be 
advanced  on  sufficient  allegation;  and  that^  in  the  present 
instance^  it  had  appeared  to  him  that^  for  the  sake  of  com- 
plete justice,  the  cause  ought  to  be  so  advanced  (m).  Judging, 
however,  from  the  remarks  of  Sir  Thomas  Plumer,  M.  B.,  it 
appears  probable  that  in  a  case  of  important  rights,  and  losses 

if)  Gourlay  v.  The  Duke  of  Somerset,  1  Yes.  &  B.  68;  S.  C.  19  Ves.  429. 

(m)  Hoylev.  Liyesey,  1  Meriv.  381. 
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arising  in  the  interval^  and  where  a  strong  necessity  is  pre* 
sented^  the  court  would  extend  its  protection  to  the  lessor  (n). 
In  the  case  of  Weston  v,  Pimm  (o),  which  was  dted  by  the 
Master  of  the  BoUs,  and  stated  by  him  to  be  exactly  similar 
in  its  circumstances  to  the  case  of  Nesbitt  v,  Meyer^  it  was 
suggested  that  the  lease  ought  to  be  antedated ;  but  the  bill 
was  dismissed^  on  the  ground  that  the  term  to  be  granted 
by  the  lease  was  determined  by  a  notice  to  quit  given  to 
the  lessee  by  the  lessor. 

The  result  of  the  suit  in  Nesbitt  v.  Meyer  seems^  in  one 
sense^  to  have  been  a  particular  hardship  on  the  plaintiff,  as 
the  bill  was  filed  before  the  expiration  of  the  term^  but  with* 
out  her  fault  the  hearing  was  postponed  until  after  the  lessee's 
interest  had  determined  by  effluxion  of  time.  In  another 
sense^  indeed^  the  circumstances  justified  the  dedsion.  The 
only  breach  alleged  by  the  plaintiff  was  the  cutting  down  of 
ornamental  timber  by  the  defendant.  The  latter  by  lus 
answer  denied  cutting  down  timber^  except  about  eighty 
poles,  which  were  used  in  repairing  the  fences ;  the  value  of 
which  was  estimated  by  the  witnesses  at  about  3/.  And,  on 
examining  the  facts,  the  Master  of  the  Bolls  refused  all  inter- 
ference, on  the  principle  of  protecting  the  plaintiff  £rom  her 
own  imprudence,  and  the  ill-advised  prosecution  of  her  claims. 
But,  as  the  defendant  had  infiringed  upon  her  rights  by  felling 
growing  trees,  without  permission,  the  bill  was  dismissed 
without  costs. 

The  general  rule,  that  all  persons  interested  in  the  subject 
in  question  must  be  parties  to  the  suit,  admits  of  exception, 
applicable  alike  to  plaintiffs  and  defendants;  and  it  is  the 
practice  of  the  court  to  admit  some  to  represent  the  absentees, 
where  the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  rule  would  be  productive 
of  injustice  or  great  inconvenience.  Meux  r.  Maltby  (/>)  was 
a  case  of  the  latter  kind.  A  bill  was  filed  against  certain 
members  (the  treasurer  and  directors)  of  a  joint  stock  com- 

(n)  Neebittv.  Meyer,  1  Swaost  223;      3  Ves.  &  B.  197.     A  fuller  note  of  tbe 

S.  C.  1  Wils.  Ch.  97.  case  la  to  be  found  in  1  BmnsL  225»d. 

(o)  Reported,  nom.  Western  r.  Pira,  (j>)  Meux  v,  Maltby,  2  SwMisi.  277. 
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pany  for  a  specific  performance  of  an  agreement  previously 
entered  into  by  their  vendor  to  grant  a  lease  for  twenty-one 
years  to  one  who  afterwards  became  bankrupt^  (the  plaintiffs 
being  his  assignees)^  and  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the 
defendants  from  obtaining  possession  of  the  premises.  The 
want  of  all  the  persons  interested  in  the  company  as  parties 
being  urged  as  an  objection  to  the  bill^  Sir  Thomas  Plumer 
decided^  in  conformity  with  the  current  of  authorities^  that 
the  suit  had  sufficient  parties^  and  that  the  defendants  might 
be  considered  as  representing  the  company;  but  although  he 
could  not  direct  the  execution  of  the  lease  by  a  part  of  the 
company  on  behalf  of  the  rest,  a  conveyance  of  the  interest 
requiring  the  concurrence  of  all,  yet  he  saw  no  objection  to 
binding  the  rights  of  the  parties  not  before  the  court.  It 
was,  therefore,  decreed  that  the  plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  a 
lease,  and  that  the  defendant,  as  treasurer,  should  be  restrained 
from  disturbing  them  in  their  possession.  But  a  trustee  of  a 
numerous  company,  agreeing  to  take  a  lease  for  the  use  of 
the  company,  cannot  support  a  bill  for  specific  performance, 
without  making  some  of  the  members,  on  behalf  of  themselves 
and  the  others,  parties  to  the  8uit(5'). 

A  party  has  no  right  to  proceed  in  equity  to  compel  a 
defendant  to  accept  a  lease,  and  at  the  same  time  to  proceed 
at  law  to  recover  payment  of  rent  for  use  and  occupation.  K 
equity  decree  a  specific  performance  of  the  agreement,  it  will 
of  course  decree  an  account  of  the  rent  due  under  it ;  and 
the  action  at  law  is  brought  for  the  same  object  (r).  If  the 
plaintiff  be  unwilling  to  wait  for  the  rent  until  the  decree,  he 
may  move,  in  equity,  that  the  defendant  shall  immediately 
pay  that  rent,  which  in  every  event,  would  be  due  from  him 
in  respect  of  his  occupation  («). 

After  a  decree  for  the  specific  performance  of  a  lease,  and 
the  deed  executed  accordingly,  the  court  will  restrain  the 
lessee  ftom.  proceeding  1itt  law  for  damages  occasioned  by  the 


(q)  Douglas  r.  HonfaU,  2  Sim.  &  (r)  Carrick  v.  Young,  4  Madd.  487. 

Stu.  184.  (#)  Ibid. 
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defeudant's  delaying  to  perform  the  agreement;  for  the 
plaintiff  must  make  his  election,  either  to  haye  a  specific  per- 
formance in  equity,  or  damages  at  law  for  breach  of  the 
contract;  but  he  shall  not  have  both  (/).  But  if  the  leasee 
in  such  a  case  commence  an  action  at  law  for  damages,  the 
lessor  cannot  move  in  the  original  cause  for  an  injunction, 
that  cause  being  out  of  court ;  he  must  seek  relief  as  in  a 
new  suit  {ji). 

Two  parties  having  contracted  to  take  a  lease,  one  of  them 
objected  to  a  specific  performance,  on  the  ground  of  a  para- 
lytic stroke  incapacitating  him  from  doing  an  act ;  but  the 
court  ordered  the  other  to  execute  a  counterpart,  and  the 
invalid  to  do  so  when  capable  (v). 

The  law  of  specific  performance  in  its  application  to  agree- 
ments for  renewals,  will  be  found  in  another  part  of  this 
work(«27),  to  which  the  reader  may  apply  for  a  further  illustra- 
tion of  the  principles  contained  in  this  chapter,  the  analogy 
between  agreements  for  leases  and  agreements  for  renewals 
being  too  close  to  admit  of  many  distinctions.  It  has,  how- 
ever, been  thought  advisable  to  keep  the  two  classes  of  cases 
distinct. 


Section  V. — Op  the  admissibility   op  parol  evidence 

TO    EXPLAIN    OB   ANNUL   THE    WRITTEN    AGREEMENT. 

Where  an  agreement  for  a  lease  has  been  regularly  con- 
cluded, parol  evidence  is  not  admissible  at  law  to  supply, 
explain  away,  or  vary  its  terms,  lest  the  statute  of  frauds  be 
eluded,  and  the  same  uncertainty  introduced  by  suppletory 
or  explanatory  evidence  which  that  statute  had  suppressed 
in  respect  to  the  principal  object  (y).     For  example,  if  the 

(0  Ford  V,  Compton,  1  Cox,  296.  1249.    Meree  v,  Ansell,  «  Wih.  275. 

(«)  Ibid.  WoolUft  V.  Hearn,  7  Ve6.218.    See 

(v)  Pegge  v.  Skynner  and  Richard-  also  Seago  v.  Deane,  1  Mo.  &  Pia.  227; 

son,  1  Cox,  23.  S.  C.  4   Bing.  459.     Saondenon  v. 

{x)  Post,  Part  the  Fourth.  Ch.  VII.  Griffiths,  5  Bam.  &  Cres.  909;  S.  C. 

(y)  Preston  v.  Merceaa,  2  W.  Blac  8  Dow.  &  Ry.  648. 
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agreement  specify  the  sum  of  26/.  to  be  the  annual  rent,  the 
court  will  not  receive  parol  evidence  to  show  that  the  tenant 
also  agreed  to  pay  an  additional  yearly  sum  for  ground-rent 
to  the  ground-landlord  {z). 

The  same  rule  obtains  in  equity^  when  the  plaintiff, 
whether  lessor  or  lessee  is  immaterial^  seeks  to  enforce  a 
specific  performance  of  an  agreement  with  a  parol  variation. 
Thus,  where  a  lease  was  agreed  for  by  a  writing  duly  signed, 
to  commence  from  April  then  next,  and  afterwards,  as  the 
bill  stated,  an  alteration  was  made  with  the  consent  of  all 
parties,  by  changing  the  time  at  which  the  term  was  to 
begin,  from  April  to  June  in  the  same  year,  but  the  variation 
was  not  put  into  writing.  Lord  Thurlow  decreed  that  the 
plaintiffs  (the  lessees)  must  confine  themselves  to  their  old 
agreement ;  for  the  different  period  of  commencing  the  lease 
made  a  material  variation  between  the  latter  and  the  former 
agreement,  as  it  gave  the  estate  from  the  owner  so  many 
months  longer;  but  that  if  the  second  agreement  had  been 
that  the  lease  should  commence  from  June,  and  continue, 
not  for  twenty-one  years  absolutely,  but  for  twenty-one  years 
to  determine  in  April,  it  would  do,  because  it  would  be  no 
variation,  but  only  waiving  a  part  (a). 

Rich  V.  Jackson  (ft)  is  a  leading  case  upon  this  subject. 
The  agreement  in  writing  set  forth,  that  one  Wm.  Stiles 
agreed  to  let  and  grant  a  lease  of  the  premises  for  twenty-one 
years,  to  be  reckoned  from  Michaelmas,  1791,  on  Wm.  Jack- 
son's  paying  to  the  aforesaid  Wm.  Stiles  84/.  per  annum  as 
follows,  that  is  to  say  211.  for  every  quarter;  and  the  said 
Wm.  Jackson  did  agree  to  pay  the  said  Wm.  Stiles,  his  heirs, 
executors,  and  administrators,  the  aforesaid  sum  of  84/.  per 
annum,  to  be  paid  quarterly  as  aforesaid.  The  bill  sought  a 
specific  performance,  alleging  that  the  rent  of  84/.  per  annum 

(z)  Preston  V.  Meroeau,  sap.  514.    The  judgment  in  this  case  i» 

(a)  Jordan  o.  Sawkins,  1  Ves.  jun.  more  fully  reported  in  6  Vea.  334,  note. 

402;  S.  C.  3  Bro.  G.  C.  388.     See  also  And  see  Oinan  «.  Cooke,  1  Scho.  A 

Robflon  V.  Collins,  7  Ves.  1 33.  Lef.  39.     Daviee  v,  Fitton,  2  Dm.  & 

(5)  Rich  V.  Jackson,  4  Bro.  C.  C.  War.  225. 
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was  agreed  to  be  paid  clear  of  all  taxes^  and  parol  evidence 
was  offered  in  support  of  the  allegation ;  bnt  Lord  Loogh- 
borough  was  of  opinion^  that  the  plaintiff  was  concluded  by 
the  written  agreement^  which  was^  that  a  lease  should  be 
granted  for  twenty-one  years  at  80  guineas  a  year,  and  the 
tenant  paying  his  20  guineas  a  quarter,  including  in  it  his 
land-tax  receipt.  His  lordship  said  that  he  had  looked  into 
all  the  cases,  but  could  not  find  that  the  court  had  ever  taken 
upon  itself  to  add  to  the  form  of  the  agreement ;  that  in 
repeated  instances  it  had  refused  to  do  so,  though  it  had  been 
insisted  that  the  parol  evidence  of  the  adverse  party  had 
shown  the  written  agreement  to  be  against  conscience.  The 
bill  was  therefore  dismissed,  but  without  costs. 

So,  where  a  lessee  refused  to  execute  a  lease,  under  an 
agreement,  on  the  ground  that  part  of  the  land  intended  to 
be  demised  was  left  out,  the  plaintiff,  who  had  filed  a  bill  for 
specific  performance,  was  not  allowed  to  prove  by  parol  evi* 
dence,  that  the  premises  were  omitted  by  the  joint  direction 
of  both  parties ;  but  his  bill  was  dismissed  (c). 

The  rule  was  fiirther  confirmed  by  Lord  Eldon(<l),  and 
Sir  Wm.  Grant,  M.  R.  (e).  In  the  latter  case,  the  bill  was 
filed  by  Mrs.  WooUam  against  Heam  for  a  specific  perform* 
ance,  stating  that  a  rent  of  78/.  10s.  was  inserted  in  the 
written  agreement  by  mistake,  or  with  some  unfair  view,  the 
real  agreement  being,  that  the  plaintiff  was  to  have  the  lease 
upon  the  same  rent  as  the  defendant  paid  to  his  lessor,  and 
that  he  did  not  pay  more  than  60/.;  in  support  of  which  alle- 
gations she  tendered  parol  evidence;  but  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  although  he  owned  his  opinion  to  be,  that  if  the 
evidence  could  be  received  it  would  make  out  the  plaintiff's 
case,  for,  taking  the  whole  together,  there  was  hardly  a  doubt 
that  the  impression  meant  to  be  conveyed  was,  that  the  rent 
should  be  the  same;  yet,  considering  that  the  statute  had 
been  already  too  much  broken  in  upon  by  supposed  equitable 


(c)  LftWBon  9.  Laude,  1  Dick.  346.         groom,  6  Ves.  828. 

0/)  Marquis  of  Townshend  v.  Stan-  (e)  Woolkra  v.  Hcani,  7  Yes.  21 1. 
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exceptions^  he  refused  to  go  farther  in  receiving  and  giving 
effect  to  parol  evidence^  than  he  was  forced  bj  precedent ; 
and  as  there  was  no  case  in  which  the  court  had  gone  the 
length  now  desired^  his  honor  dismissed  the  biU^  but  without 
costs. 

And,  upon  the  same  principle^  where  a  party  agreed  to 
take  a  lease  upon  certain  terms  which  were  read  to  him  firom 
a  paper  contaiuiag  others  not  read^  the  court  refused  to 
admit  parol  evidence  offered  by  him  to  prove  which  of  the 
conditions  had  been  read^  and  which  had  not  (/)• 

Lord  Hardwicke,  it  is  true,  is  reported  to  have  intimated 
more  than  once  {g),  that  a  plaintiff  might  perhaps  be  allowed 
to  produce  parol  evidence  in  support  of  a  biU  for  a  specific 
performance  of  an  agreement  with  a  verbal  variation ;  but  what 
his  lordship's  judgment  on  the  subject  would  have  been  is 
matter  for  conjecture  only.  In  the  latter  of  the  cases  cited  in 
the  note^  where  parol  evidence  was  offered  by  the  defendant 
(the  lessor)  to  show  that  the  rent  was  to  be  paid  by  the  plaintiff 
(the  lessee)  clear  of  taxes^  his  lordship  said  (h),  '*  Suppose  the 
defendant  had  been  plaintiff^  and  had  brought  the  bill  for  a 
specific  performance  of  the  agreement^  I  do  not  see  but  he 
might  have  been  allowed  the  benefit  of  disclosing  this  to  the 
court ;  because  it  was  an  agreement  executory  only ;  and  as 
in  leases  there  are  always  covenants  relating  to  taxes^  the 
Master  wiU  inquire  what  the  agreement  was  as  to  taxes,  and 
therefore  the  proof  offered  here  is  not  a  variation  of  the 
agreement,  but  is  explanatory  only  what  those  taxes  were : 
I  am  of  opinion  to  allow  the  evidence  of  the  omission  in  the 
lease  to  be  read.''  This  is  certainly  rather  unintelligible. 
The  rq[>ort  in  all  probability  is  inaccurate.  Such  appears 
to  have  been  the  opinion  of  Lord  Bosslyn  and  of  Lord 
Eldon  (i).  Sir  Wm.  Grant,  afterwards,  in  commenting  on 
these  intimations  of  Lord  Hardwicke,  observed  {k),  that  they 

(/)  Brodie  v.  St.  Paul,  1  Ves.  jun.  (h)  3  Atk.  389. 

826.    And  see  1  Scho.  &  Lef.  35.  (i)  6  Ves.  837-8. 

(g)  Walker  v.  Walker,  2  Atk.  100;  (k)  WooUam  v,  Heam,  7  Ves.  219. 

S.  C.  Bamard.  214.    Joynee  o.  Sta-      22]. 
iham,  3  Atk.  388. 

T  T  2 


644  OF  THE  CONTRACT  OB  AGREEMENT.      [Pam  III. 

were  not  decisions^  and  that  it  was  evident  from  the  maimer 
in  which  that  great  judge  qualified  his  own  doubts^  that  he 
thought  it  impossible  to  maintain  such  a  proposition  as  the 
plaintiff  in  Woollam  v.  Heam  was  driven  to  maint^ain  :  and, 
addressing  himself  to  the  case  of  Joynes  v.  Statham,  his 
honor  said : — "  The  parol  evidence  was  received  for  the  pur- 
pose of  resisting  performance  of  the  agreement^  and  received 
likewise^  not  to  contradict,  but  to  show,  that,  as  it  stood,  it 
did  not  fully  express  the  meaning  and  intention  of  the  par- 
ties, there  being  another  stipulation  agreed  upon,  but  not 
introduced  into  the  written  instrument ;  and  even  if  that  had 
been  a  bill  by  the  defendant  to  carry  into  execution  the 
agreement,  he  would  not  have  found  it  necessary  to  offer 
parol  evidence  to  contradict  anything  in  it ;  for  he  allowed 
it  to  contain  the  intention,  as  for  as  it  went;  but  the  provi- 
sion that  the  rent  was  to  be  clear  of  taxes  was  omitted;  and 
Lord  Hardwicke,  from  the  particular  nature  of  that  stipula- 
tion^ expresses  a  doubt,  whether,  if  the  defendant  had  been 
plaintiff,  he  might  not  have  been  permitted  to  give  evidence, 
it  being  usual  to  leave  that  open;  intimating  that  it  would 
be  merely  explanatory  as  to  the  taxes/' 

Lord  Bedesdale  also,  in  noticing  these  dicta  of  Lord  Hard- 
wicke, observes  {I) : — "  It  is  true  Mr.  Atkyns  makes  Lord 
Hardwicke  say,  ^  suppose  the  defendant  had  been  the  plain- 
tiff, and  had  brought  the  bill  for  a  specific  performance  of  the 
agreement,  I  do  not  see  but  he  might  have  been  allowed  the 
benefit  of  disclosing  this  to  the  court.'  This  passage  was 
cited  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  Lord  Hardwicke 
thought  there  might  be  an  addition  to  the  agreement  by 
parol.  I  have  found  a  reference  to  a  note  of  the  same  case  by 
Mr.  Brown,  who  was  King's  counsel  in  Lord  Hardwicke's 
time,  and  in  great  business,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
put  this  case  is  thus  : — ^  But  query,  if  on  a  bill  for  perform- 
ance of  an  agreement,  and  an  attempt  to  add  to  the  agree- 
ment by  parol,  whether  plaintiff  can  do  it  in  that  case.' 

(/)  Clilun  v.  Cooke,  I  Scfao.  &  Lef.  38. 
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Therefore  Mr.  Brown  certainly  did  not  understand  Lord 
Hardwicke  as  saying  that  it  could  be  done ;  and  looking 
attentively  at  the  words  used  by  Atkyns^  I  do  not  think  they 
import  any  thing  positive.  There  is  a  prior  case,  Walker  v. 
Walker,  2  Atk.  98,  where  Lord  Hardwicke  is  made  to  say 
something  similar ;  and  there  seems  to  have  been  somewhat 
of  a  floating  idea  in  the  mind  of  his  lordship  that  by  possi- 
bility a  case  might  be  made  in  which  even  a  plaintiff  might 
be  permitted  to  show  an  omission  in  a  written  agreement, 
either  by  mistake  or  £raud.  However,  I  can  find  no  decision 
except  the  contrary  way." 

It  is  not  to  be  understood  that  the  court  will  never  decree 
a  specific  performance  of  an  agreement  with  a  variation.  The 
restriction  does  not  affect  the  case  of  a  subsequent,  distinct, 
collateral  agreement  in  writing ;  because,  if  the  variation  be 
legally  agreed  for,  it  is  part  of  the  agreement :  if  not  legally 
agreed  for,  it  is  no  variation.  All  the  court  means  to  say,  is, 
that  an  addition  to  a  written  agreement  by  parol  will  not 
vary  the  instrument  (m). 

But  it  is  clear,  by  analogy,  that  such  an  actual  part-per- 
formance by  the  plaintiff  of  a  parol  variation,  as  would 
amount  to  a  fraud  on  him,  in  case  the  original  agreement 
should  be  executed  without  it,  would  justify  the  admission 
of  parol  evidence  on  his  part  to  prove  the  terms  of  the  varia- 
tion, with  a  view  to  its  being  specifically  performed.  Nor  is 
authority  wanting  in  support  of  the  proposition ;  for  we  find 
a  case  in  Viner^s  Abridgment  (»),  where  W.  leased  a  house 
to  N.  for  eleven  years,  and  was  to  allow  20/.  to  be  laid  out  in 
repairs ;  and  the  agreement  was  reduced  into  writings  and 
signed  and  sealed  by  both  parties.  N.  repaired  the  house,  and 
finding  it  to  take  a  much  greater  sum  than  20/.,  told  W.  of 
it,  and  that  he  would  nevertheless  go  on  and  lay  out  more 
money,  if  he  would  enlarge  the  term  to  twenty  years,  or  add 
fourteen,  or  as  many  as  N.  should  think  fit.     W.  repUed  that 

(m)  Ridi  V.  Jackaon,  4  Bxo.  C.  C.      lins,  7  Vee.  133. 
519;  6  Yea,  338,  n.    Robeon  v.  Col-  (»)  Anon.  5  Vin.  Ab.  522.  pi.  38. 
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they  would  not  &il  out  about  that;  and  afterwards  dedaied 
that  he  would  enlaj^e  the  term^  without  mentioning  any  term 
in  certain ;  and  upon  a  question  being  raised,  whether  tins 
new  agreement  made  by  parol^  which  varied  from  the  written 
agreement^  should  be  carried  into  execution,  notwithstanding 
the  statute  of  frauds,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  said,  that  before 
the  statute,  written  agreements  could  not  be  controlled  by  a 
parol  agreement  contrary  to  it,  or  altering  it ;  but  this  was  a 
new  agreement,  and  the  laying  out  the  money  was  a  perform- 
ance on  one  part,  and  ought  to  be  carried  into  execution. 

With  respect,  however,  to  the  admissibility  of  parol  evi- 
deuce  to  alter  the  terms  of  a  written  instrument,  an  important 
difference  has  long  been  established  in  the  circumstance  of 
the  party  offering  it  being  plaintiff  or  defendant.  The  rule 
so  strictly  enforced  against  the  former,  is  frequently  relaxed 
in  favor  of  the  latter;  the  court  considering,  that  equity, 
when  called  upon  to  exercise  its  peculiar  jurisdiction,  by 
decreeing  a  specific  performance,  should  permit  the  party 
charged  to  show  that,  under  the  circumstances,  the  plaintiff 
is  not  entitled  to  have  the  agreement  specifically  per- 
formed (o),  and  numerous  cases,  some  of  which  may  be 
selected  by  way  of  example,  have  enforced  the  distinction. 
Fraud,  mistake,  omission,  and  surprise,  are  the  grounds  on 
which  this  branch  of  equity  is  administered. 

In  explaining  the  reasons  of  the  difference,  Lord  Bedes- 
dale's  words  may  be  adopted  {p) : — "  It  should  be  recollected 
(said  his  Lordship)  what  are  the  words  of  the  statute :  '  No 
person  shall  be  charged  upon  any  contract  or  sale  of  lands, 
&c.^  unless  the  agreement,  or  some  memorandum  or  note 
thereof,  shall  be  in  writing,  and  signed  by  the  party  to  be 
charged  therewith,  or  some  other  person  thereunto  by  him 
lawfully  authorised.'  No  person  shall  be  charged  with  the 
execution  of  an  agreement  who  has  not  either  by  himself  (xt 

(•)  7  Yes.  219.    Flood  v.  Finlny,  2  Ball  &  BmL  51. 
(p)  I  Sefao.  &  Lef.  89. 
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his  agent  signed  a  written  agreement ;  but  the  statute  does 
not  say  that  if  a  written  agreement  is  signed^  the  same  excep- 
tion shall  not  hold  to  it  that  did  before  the  statute.  Now, 
before  the  statute,  if  a  bill  had  been  brought  for  specific  per- 
formance, and  it  had  appeared  that  the  agreement  had  been 
prepared  contrary  to  the  intent  of  the  defendant,  he  might 
have  said,  'that  is  not  the  agreement  meant  to  have  been 
signed.^  Such  a  case  is  left  as  it  was  by  the  statute :  it  does 
not  say  that  a  written  agreement  shall  bind,  but  that  an 
unwritten  agreement  shall  not  bind.'' 

One  of  the  earliest  cases  on  the  point  is  Joynes  v.  Sta- 
tham  {q).  A  biU  was  filed  for  a  specific  execution  of  a  con- 
tract for  a  lease,  in  the  plaintiff's  handwriting,  upon  the  £ace 
of  which  it  appeared  that  he  was  to  pay  a  reiit  of  9/.  only : 
but  the  defendant,  who  could  not  write,  insisting  by  his 
answer,  that  the  agreement  ought  to  have  contained  a  provi- 
sion that  the  rent  was  to  be  paid  clear  of  all  taxes,  in  consi- 
deration of  which  he  had  made  a  proportionable  abatement 
in  the  rent.  Lord  Hardwicke  allowed  him  the  benefit  of  parol 
evidence  to  prove  the  omission,  by  way  of  objection  to  the 
phuntifi^s  bill. 

In  Legal  v.  Miller  (r),  there  was  an  agreement  in  writing 
for  taking  a  house  at  S2/.  per  annum,  and  part  of  the  agree- 
ment was,  that  the  owner  should  put  the  house  in  repair.  It 
was  afterwards  discovered  not  to  be  worth  repairing,  but  that 
it  would  be  better  to  pull  it  down ;  and  without  alteration  of 
the  written  agreement,  the  house  was  pulled  down  by  con- 
sent of  the  tenant,  who,  apprised  of  the  great  expense  it 
would  be  to  the  landlord,  agreed  by  parol  to  add  8/.  per 
annum  to  the  32/.  The  tenant  brought  a  bill  for  a  lease  on 
the  foot  of  the  written  agreement,  under  which  he  was  to  pay 
only  the  32/.  rent;  but  Sir  John  Strange,  M.  R.,  admitted 
parol  evidence,  on  the  defendant's  part,  to  prove  the  subse- 
quent agreement,  and  to  rebut  the  equity  insisted  on  by  the 

(q)  Joynee  o.  Statham,  3  Atk.  388. 
(r)  Legal  v.  MiUer,  2  Yes.  299.    See  also  Price  v.  Dyer,  17  Vea.  364. 
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bill;  and^  being  satisfied  firom  the  evidence  tbat  a  specific 
performance  should  not  be  decreed^  dismissed  the  bill. 

The  great  case  of  the  Marquis  of  Townshend  t;.  Stangroom 
before  Lord  Eldon  {s),  and  subsequent  cases  before  Lord 
Manners  {fj,  Sir  Wm.  Grant  {u),  Sir  Thomas  Plumer  {x),  and 
Sir  Edward  Sugden  (y),  were  decided  on  the  same  ground, 
and  fiilly  explain  and  illustrate  the  distinction  taken  between 
the  situation  of  a  plaintiff  seeking  the  performance  of  a 
written  agreement  with  a  parol  variation,  and  of  a  defendant 
offering  the  variation  to  rebut  the  plaintiff's  equity. 

It  may  be  taken  as  a  general  rule,  that  if  a  parol  agree- 
ment varying  the  terms  of  a  written  agreement  be  set  up  by 
the  defendant  in  a  suit  for  specific  performance,  and  sup- 
ported by  evidence  affording  a  presumption  or  suspicion  of 
its  existence,  an  iaquiry  will  be  directed  {z). 

Mere  variations  verbally  agreed  to,  however,  are  not  of 
themselves  sufficient  to  prevent  the  execution  of  a  written 
contract,  if  the  situation  of  the  parties  in  all  other  respects 
remain  unaltered.  There  must  be  some  consideration  for 
the  change;  some  su^estion  of  omission,  firaud,  or  mis- 
take ;  or  the  variations  must  have  been  so  acted  upon,  that 
the  original  agreement  can  no  longer  be  enforced  without 
injury.  This  was  determined  by  Sir  Wm.  Grant  in  the  case 
of  Price  v.  Dyer  (a).  The  biQ  prayed  a  specific  performance 
of  an  agreement  for  a  lease  by  Dyer,  which  ran  in  these 
words : — ''  Memorandum  of  agreement  between  John  Dyer, 
of  East  Ham,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  and  Daniel  Price,  of 
Comhill,  London,  wherein  I  do  agree  to  let  unto  the  said 
Daniel  Price  the  house,  stabling,  gardens,  and  field,  at  the 
net  rent  of  60  guineas  per  annum,  on  lease  of  seven,  fourteen, 
or  twenty-one  years,  Daniel  Price  paying  all  taxes;  to  oom- 

(<)  Marquis  of  Townshend  v.  Stan-  (x)  Ganrard  o.  Grinlmgy  2  Swanst. 

groom,  6  Yes.  328.    See  also  Hosier  244;  S.  C.  1  Wi]a.  460. 

V.  Read,  9  Mod.  86.  (y)  Davies  v.  Fitton,  2  Dm.  &  War. 

(0  Flood  V,  Finlay,  2  Ball  &  Beat  9.  225. 

(tt)  WooUam  v.  Heam,  7  Yes.  211.  (z)  Yan  v.Corpe,8MyL&Keen,269. 

Clarke  v.  Grant,  14  Yes.  519.  (a)  Price  v.  Ujer,  17  Yes.  356. 
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mence  at  Lady-day  next;  and  Daniel  Price  does  agree  to  take 
the  fixtures  as  stated  on  the  other  side  at  a  £Edr  valuation. 
John  Dyer,  East  Ham,  8th  of  March,  1809.''  About  ten 
days  afterwards,  the  defendant,  by  parol,  agreed  to  demise  to 
the  plaintiff  an  additional  piece  of  land ;  and  the  rent  was  to 
be  increased  to  65/.  The  plaintiff  took  possession  on  the 
25th  of  March,  1809.  The  defendant  set  up  a  parol  agree- 
ment, of  the  2nd  of  April,  1809,  made  at  the  office  and  in 
the  presence  of  his  solicitor,  by  which  the  parties  mutually 
abandoned  the  terms  of  the  written  agreement,  and  agreed 
that  the  lease  should  not  be  for  the  term  of  twenty-one  years 
absolute  in  all  events,  but  should  be  determinable  by  Dyer  at 
the  expiration  of  seven  or  fourteen  years,  unless  the  plaintiff 
should  within  the  first  seven  years  build  two  good  rooms 
southward  of  the  dweUing-house ;  but  that  if  the  plaintiff  did 
build  the  said  two  rooms  within  that  time,  then  the  lease  was 
to  be  absolute  for  the  whole  term  of  twenty-one  years;  though 
the  precise  sum  to  be  laid  out  in  building  the  said  rooms  was 
not  then  finally  agreed  upon ;  and  it  was  also  at  the  same 
time  agreed  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant,  that  the 
annual  rent  should  be  65/.;  and  that  the  plaintiff  should 
insure  the  premises  against  fire ;  and  should  not  underlet  or 
assign  without  a  written  license  from  the  lessor ;  and  that 
the  field  should  not  be  broken  up  or  ploughed;  and  that  all 
the  usual  covenants  should  be  inserted  in  the  lease.  The 
defendant's  solicitor  took  a  note  of  the  new  agreement  in  the 
following  words : — "  Lease  for  seven,  fourteen,  or  twenty-one 
years,  in  consideration  of  Mr.  Price  laying  out  the  sum  of 

/.  in  building  two  rooms  southward  of  the  dweUing-house, 

within  the  first  seven  years,  then  the  lease  to  be  absolute  for 
twenty-one  years ;  rent  65/.  per  annum ;  Mr.  Price  to  insure 
the  premises ;  not  to  let  or  assign  without  leave  in  writing  of 
the  lessor;  and  that  the  field  should  not  be  broken  up  or 
ploughed."  The  Master  of  the  Bolls,  in  giving  judgment, 
observed,  that  there  were  two  things  to  be  considered;  first, 
whether  the  agreement  of  the  8th  of  March,  1809,  was  origi- 
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nally  sucli  as  the  oourt  would  have  carried  into  execution;  if 
it  iraB,  then  whether  what  passed  subsequently  ought  to  pie- 
vent  a  specific  performance.  His  honor  said,  that  the 
answer  did  not  state  any  objection  to  the  agreement,  as  being 
unfair  or  incorrect ;  and  that  he  did  not  see  how  it  was  pos- 
sible to  deny  effect  to  a  written  agreement,  upon  the  ground 
that  it  did  not  fairly  state  the  meaning  of  the  parties,  where 
the  defendant  did  not  allege  that  to  be  the  case  in  &ct,  or 
even  according  to  his  own  conception  of  it :  that  the  agree- 
ment must  therefore  be  taken  to  have  been  originally  unex- 
ceptionable, and  that  the  variations  verbally  agreed  on  were 
not  sufficient  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  written  agree- 
ment, the  situation  of  the  parties  in  all  other  respects  remain- 
ing unaltered :  that  the  defendant  had  expended  nothing  upon 
the  fiedth  of  having  the  added  stipulations  performed :  that  he 
had  sustained  no  positive  loss,  and  would  only  be  disappointed 
of  that  advantage  which  he  expected  to  derive  from  the 
gratuitous  covenants  of  the  plaintiff:  that  gratuitous  they 
clearly  were,  as  it  could  not  be  seriously  represented  that  the 
obHgation  to  build  could  be  considered  a  privilege  conferral 
upon  him :  and,  therefore,  his  honor  did  not  deem  himself 
warranted  upon  authority  or  principle  in  refusing  a  specific 
performance  of  the  written  agreement;  but  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  he  did  not  think  the  plaintiff  entitled 
to  the  costs  of  the  cause.  i 

According  to  the  better  opinion  (b),  a  written  contract  may 
be  discharged  by  parol;  but  then  the  waiver  and  abandon- 
ment must  be  mutual,  and  must  amount  to  a  total  dissolu- 
tion of  the  contract,  placing  the  parties  in  the  situation  in 
which  they  stood  before  the  agreement  was  entered  into  (c) ; 
though  such  a  defence  must  be  established  with  the  greatest 
clearness  and  precision  {d). 

(()  Gonum  o.  Salisbury,  1  VenL  240 ;  (c>  Ibid.    Bat  lee  the  concliukMi  of 

S.  C.  1  £q.  Ca.  Ab.  22.  pi.  15.    Coles  Lord  Thurlow's  judgment  in  Jordan 

V.  Trecothick,  9  Ves.  250.    Price  v.  v.  Sawkina,  1  Ves.  jun.  404. 

Dyer,  17  Ves.  368.  Robinson  v.  Page,  (cQ  Robinson  v.  Page,  S  Ross.  119. 
3  RusB.  119. 
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In  oonclnsion^  we  may  remark^  that  if  a  plaintiff  fiEul  in 
obtaining  a  specific  performance  of  the  contract^  and  on  the 
terms  prayed  by  his  bill^  he  cannot  get  a  decree,  in  the  same 
suit,  upon  the  agreement  or  terms  established  by  the  defend- 
ant's answer  and  evidence.  For  this  purpose  he  must  file 
another  bill  {e). 

(e)  Legal  v.  Miller,  2  Ves.  299.    WooUam  v.  Hearn,  7  Ves.  222.    See  also 
Clarke  v.  Grant,  14  Vea.  525. 


^art  tbt  jfourt|&. 


OP  THE  TEEM  OP  THE  LEASE. 

r\UB  next  subject  of  inquiry  relates  to  the  periods  or  terms 
^^  for  which  leases  may  be  granted,  and  will  be  noticed 
under  the  following  divisions: — 
L  As  to  leases  at  will. 

II.  As  to  leases  for  any  aliquot  part  of  a  year;  for  a  year 
certain ;  or  from  year  to  year. 

III.  As  to  leases  for  an  absolute  term  of  years. 

lY.  As  to  leases  for  a  term  of  years  determinable  with 
a  life  or  lives,  or  on  any  other  event. 

y .  As  to  leases  for  a  term,  with  the  grant  of  an  accessional 
term  on  an  event. 

VI.  As  to  leases  for  a  life  or  lives. 

YII.  As  to  renewable  leases. 


CHAPTER  I. 

AS  TO  LEASES  AT  WILL. 

LEASES  at  will  may  be  created  by  express  terms,  or  may 
arise  by  construction  or  impUcation  of  law.  In  modern 
practice,  the  former  are  comparatively  unknown,  and,  with 
respect  to  the  latter,  the  law  has  undergone  considerable 
change.  Pormerly,  all  leases  for  uncertain  periods,  unaccom- 
panied by  livery  of  seisin,  were  held  to  constitute  tenancies 
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at  will  merely.  If  a  termor  granted  the  land  generally^  the 
grantee  was  but  tenant  at  will;  as  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
grantor  meant  to  pass  his  whole  interest^  an  estate  at  will  was 
held  to  satisfy  the  grant  (a).  So^  a  demise  for  such  term  as 
both  parties  should  please  created  but  an  estate  at  will^  the 
term  being  altogether  uncertain  (£)• 

But  though  leases  for  uncertain  terms^  unaccompanied  by 
Uvery^  still  confer  primd  facie  but  estates  at  will  (c),  the  judges 
since  the  days  of  Croke  {d)  have  eyinced  a  disposition  to 
construe  tenancies  of  this  description  into  tenancies  from 
year  to  year^  particularly  if  an  annual  rent  be  reserved  (e). 
The  reservation  of  an  annual  rent  is  indeed  one  principal 
criterion  of  distinction  betweeen  tenancies  from  year  to  year 
and  tenancies  at  will  (/).  And^  in  the  absence  of  more  direct 
evidence  of  the  actual  periods  of  reservation^  payment  and 
acceptance  of  the  rent  at  particular  times  of  the  year  are 
equivalent  to  an  actual  reservation  on  those  days,  and  admis- 
sible to  prove  the  nature  of  the  tenancy  (^).  Acknowledg- 
ment of  the  existence  of  an  arrear  of  half  a  year's  rent  is 
admissible  for  the  same  purpose  (A). 

Yet,  notwithstanding  this  disposition,  tenancies  at  will  are 
not  wholly  unknown ;  and  the  remark  ascribed  to  Mr.  Jus- 
tice WiLnot  (i),  that  "  in  the  country,  leases  at  will,  in  the 
strict  legal  notion  of  a  lease  at  will,  being  found  extremely 
inconvenient,  exist  only  notionally,  and  were  succeeded  by 
another  species  of  contract  which  was  less  inconvenient/'  if 


(a)  Griffin's  cue,  2  Leon.  78.  Ger- 
rnain,  or  Jerman,  v.  Orchard,  Holt, 
331 ;  S.  C.  1  Salk.  346 ;  3  Salk.  222; 
Sldn.  528 ;  12  Mod.  11 ;  I  Freem.  500. 
Doe  dem.  Hull  v.  Wood,  14  Mee«.  & 
WeL  682-4. 

(h)  The  Bishop  of  Bath's  case,  6  Co. 
35,  h.     1  Rol.  Ah.  851,  Estate,  (A).  7. 

(c)  Roe  dem.  Bree  v,  Lcm,  2  W. 
Blac.  1178. 

(d)  nrid.  cites  Cro.  EUz.  775. 

(€)  2  BU.  Com.  147.  16  Yes.  252. 
Doe  dem.  Hull  v.  Wood,  14  Mees.  & 
WeL  682-4. 


(/)  Roe  dem.  Bree  v.  Lees,  2  W. 
Blac  1173.  Doe  dem.  Hollingsworth 
V,  Stemiett,  2  Esp.  717.  Pope  v.  Gar- 
land, 4  Yo.  &.  Col.  Exeh.  394.  399. 
Doe  dem.  Hull  v.  Wood,  sup. 

(£f)  Knight  V.  Benett,  3  Bing.  361 ; 
S.  C.  11  J.  B.  Mo.  222.  Doe  dem. 
Hollingsworth  v.  Stennett,  2  Esp.  718. 

(h)  Cox  V.  Bent,  5  Bing.  185 ;  S.  C. 
1  Mo.  Sl  Pa.  281.  See  also  Regnart  v. 
Porter,  7  Bing.  451 ;  S.  C.  5  Mo.  & 
Pa.  370. 

(t)  Timmins  v.  Rowlinson,  3  Burr. 
1609. 
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indeed  it  was  ever  made^  mxiat,  it  is  apprehended,  be  under- 
stood to  signify^  that  it  is  no  longer  nsoal  to  create  anch 
estates  by  express  words^  and  that  the  judges  inchne  strongly 
against  implying  them  {k).  Sir  W.  Blackstone's  report  <rf 
Mr.  Justice  Wihnot's  observation  differs  firom  BorroVs :  he 
is  there  stated  to  have  said^  that  tenancy  firom  year  to  year 
had  almost  extinguished  tenancy  at  will,  which  was  a  most 
unreasonable  and  inconvenient  tenure  to  both  parties  (/). 

As  an  instance  of  a  lease  at  will  created  in  express  terms, 
we  may  state,  that  if  premises  be  let  for  such  length  of  time 
as  both  parties  shall  hke,  and  the  lessor  reserve  a  compensa- 
tion accruing  de  die  in  diem,  and  not  referable  to  a  year,  or 
any  aliquot  part  of  a  year,  the  contract  does  not  create  a 
holding  firom  year  to  year,  but  a  tenancy  at  will,  strictly  so 
called  (m). 

If  a  party  contracting  for  the  purchase  of  land  be  let  into 
possession,  he  is  tenant  at  will  by  implication  of  law  (»). 

According  to  Doe  v.  Stennett  (o),  a  tenancy  of  this  kind 
may  also  arise  by  the  tenant  whose  lease  is  expired  being 
permitted  to  continue  in  possession,  pending  a  treaty  fiir  a 
fiirther  lease.  But  it  deserves  consideration  whether  this 
would  not  rather  be  a  tenancy  by  sufferance  {p)» 

The  tenancy  may  be  determined  by  either  party  at  any 
time ;  but  (supposing  the  lease  to  be  expressly  at  will,  and 
not  by  construction  of  law  firom  year  to  year,)  if  the  rent  be 
payable  quarterly,  and  the  lessor  determine  his  wiU  after  the 
commencement  of  a  new  quarter,  he  will  lose  all  the  rent 
that  would  be  due  for  that  quarter ;  and  the  lessee  will  be 
entitled  to  the  emblements  {q).    So,  the  lessee  at  will  may 


{k)  Haxgr.  Co.  Lit  55,  a.  n.  (8).  (p)    See    Smkiii,  or   Siiii|»kiii,  9. 

2  Dla.  Com.  147.  Ashorst,  1  Crompt  Mees.  &  IUml  261; 


(Z)  TimminB    v.    Rowliaon,  1   W.      a  C.  4  Tyrw.  781. 
Blac.  535.  (?)  Leigfaton  v.  Theed,  1  Ld.  Rajm. 


(m>  Richardson    v,    Langridge,   4  707;  S.  C.  2  Salk.  413;  a  C, 

Tannt  128.  Layton  v.  Field,  or  Fefld,  Hott,  415; 

(f»)  Ball  V.  CoDimoxe,  5  Tyrw.  753;  3  Salk.  222.    Co.  Lit  65,  a.  li.    2  Bit. 

S.  C.  1  Gale,  96.  Com.  146.    Kiglily  v.  Bulklj,  1  Sid. 

(o)  Doe  dem.HoUing8wortfa  v.  Sten-  338-9.    Anon.  Keilw.  6&  pL  6.    Anw. 

nett,  2  Esp.  717.  12  Mod.  610. 
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determine  his  will  when  he  pleases ;  but  then  he  must  pay 
the  rent  for  all  the  quarter  in  which  the  tenancy  is  deter- 
mined (r).  And  it  is  submitted  that  the  remark  in  Title  v. 
Grrevett  («),  that  if  a  tenant  at  will  enter  upon  a  quarter^ 
though  but  one  day^  he  cannot  determine  his  will^  must  be 
understood  with  the  qualification  that  he  cannot  determine 
it  without  paying  his  quarter's  rent. 

So,  if  the  lessee  himself  determine  the  will  before  the 
severance  of  the  com,  he  will  not  be  entitled  to  the  emble- 
ments, his  interest  being  defeated  by  his  own  act  (/). 

Generally  speaking,  the  death  of  either  party  will  deter- 
mine a  tenancy  at  will(tt). 

A  few  exceptions  may  be  mentioned.  If  two  joint  tenants 
make  a  lease  at  will,  rendering  rent,  and  one  die,  all  survives 
to  the  other;  and,  if  the  lessee  continue  his  possession,  the 
survivor  may  maintain  an  action  for  the  whole  rent(^). 

And,  on  the  other  hand,  if  a  lease  be  made  to  three,  ren- 
dering rent,  the  death  of  one  does  not  effect  a  determination 
of  the  wiQ ;  but  the  survivors  are  chargeable  with  the  whole 
rent(y). 

A  lease  at  will  made  by  a  feme  sole  is  not  determined  by 
her  marriage,  without  some  express  act  of  the  husband  to  put 
an  end  to  the  tenancy  (2:).  Nor  is  a  lease  made  to  a  feme 
sole  determined  by  her  marriage  (a).  Nor,  if  husband  and 
wife  lease  the  wife's  land  at  wiQ,  rendering  rent,  is  the  death 
of  the  husband  a  determination  of  the  wiU  (&). 

By  making  a  feoffment,  even  without  the  tenant^s  know- 
ledge (c),  or  by  granting  a  lease  for  years  to  a  stranger  to 

(r)  Ibid.  Dowe's  ease,  AI.  4.    Tim-  3  Dy.  269,  b.  pi.  (20). 

berley  v,  Grobham-How,  T.  Jo.  5.  (2)  Henstead's  case,  5  Co.  10,  a. 

(«)  Title  V,  Grevetty  2  Ld.  Baym.  Co.  lit  55,  b. 

1008.  (a)  Ibid. 

(0  Gland's  cam,  5  Co.  116,  a.  (&)  Henstead'a  case,  5  Co.  10,  b. 

(«)  CrockereUv.  Owerell,  HoH,417.  Co.«Lit.  55,  b.   1  RoL  Ab.  861,  Estate, 

James  V.  Dean,  11  Ves.  391.    Attorney  (Z).  5.    See  as  to  leases  by  husband 

General  v.  Lord  Foley,  2  Dick.  363-6.  and  wife,  ante,  p.  138. 

(x)  Henstead's  case,  5  Co.  10,  b.  (c)  Ball  v.  CoUimore,  5  Tyrw.  753 ; 

Co.  Lit.  55,  b.  S.  C.  1  Gale,  96. 

{y)  Hen8tead*s  case,  5  Co.   10,  a. 
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commence  presently^  the  lessor  determines  the  estate  of  his 
tenant  at  will^  although^  in  the  latter  case^  it  be  stipulated 
that  the  new  lessee  shall  not  enter  until  after  the  day  npon 
which  the  rent  upon  the  lease  at  wiU  will  become  due(iO. 
An  agreement  by  the  lessor  for  the  sale  of  the  freehold  to 
the  tenant  at  will  has  the  same  effect  {e).  In  shorty  it  may  be 
stated  in  general  terms^  that  any  act  by  the  lessor  incon- 
sistent with  the  continuance  of  the  estate  at  will  will  deter- 
mine it  (/). 

But  such  an  estate  will  not  be  terminated  by  the  outlawry 
of  the  lessor^  until  a  seisure;  nor  by  an  extent  upon  him, 
until  the  liberate  (g). 

On  the  other  hand^  the  tenant,  by  leasing,  or  exercising 
other  acts  of  ownership  incompatible  with  the  nature  of  his 
estate,  may  determine  the  tenancy,  and  give  the  lessor  a  right 
to  a  general  action  of  trespass  without  entry  (A). 

In  debt  for  rent  due  upon  a  lease  at  will,  the  plaintiff  must 
show  an  occupation ;  for  the  rent  is  due  only  in  respect  there- 
of; and,  therefore,  it  must  appear  to  the  court  when  the  lessee 
entered,  and  how  long  he  occupied  (t) ;  but  in  debt  for  rent 
on  a  lease  for  years  at  common  law  (A),  the  plaintiff  need  not 
set  forth  any  entry  or  occupation ;  for  though  the  defendant 
neither  enter  nor  occupy,  he  must  pay  the  rent,  it  being 
due  by  the  lease  or  contract  (I).  This  proposition,  however, 
apparently  assumes  an  execution  of  the  lease  by  the  lessee. 


(d)  Dinadale  v.  Bee,  or  DoiiBdAle  v. 
Iflles,  2  Ley.  88 ;  T.  Baym.  224 ;  3 
Keb.  166.  207 ;  S.  C,  nom.  Hmehman 
V.  nes,  1  Vent.  247. 

(e)  Daiuelfl  v.  D»Tifl(m,  16  Yes. 
249.  252. 

(J)  Hinehnmn  v.  Ike,  1  Vent.  247. 

{3)  Ibid. 

(k)  CountesB  of  Shrewsbory^s  case, 
5  Co.  13>  b.  Mofls  V.  Gallimore,  1 
DougL  279.  288.  Birch  v.  Wright,  1 
Term  Rep.  882. 


(0  BellMis  V.  Bnrtirif^  Holt,  199; 
&  C.  1  Salk.  209.  &  P.  1  Vent.  41. 
4  Leon.  18.  And  see  Gostwide  v. 
Blason,  1  Mod.  8;  8.  C  1  Sid.  423; 
S.  Cy  nom.  Gostrike  v.  HMon,  2  Keb. 
543. 

(h)  Ae  to  leeeee  under  powers,  tee 
Kngent  dem.  Atkins  v.  Sedy,  Ale.  & 
Ni^.  359.  Tsylor  dem.  Atkyns  v. 
Horde^  1  Burr.  60.  125^  snd  snte, 
p.  517. 

(0  See  eaaes  in  note  (t)  Mq>. 
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AS  TO  LEASES  FOR  ANY  ALIQUOT  PART  OF  A  YEARj  FOR  A 

YEAR;  OR  FROM  YEAR  TO  YEAR. 

T  EASES  may  also  be  granted  by  express  terms  for  a  year, 
-^  or  any  part  of  a  year ;  but  the  lessee  is  still  regarded  as 
a  tenant  for  years^  a  year  being  the  shortest  period  of  which 
the  law  in  this  case  takes  notice  (a). 

If  a  lease  be  granted  for  a  year^  the  tenant  is  bound  to  quit 
at  the  end  of  the  year  without  notice  (6). 

If  the  lease  be  expressly  for  a  year  certain^  at  a  rent  payable 
at  specified  periods^  and  the  tenant  hold  over  after  the  expi- 
ration of  the  year,  without  any  new  agreement,  he  becomes 
tenant  at  sufferance  {c),  and  so  remains  until,  by  payment  of 
rent,  or  other  acknowledgment  of  tenancy,  he  is  converted  by 
construction  of  law  into  a  tenant  from  year  to  year  {d), 

A  lease  for  twelve  months  wiU  enure  for  forty-eight  weeks 
only;  but  a  lease  for  a  twelvemonth  will  last  for  a  whole 
year  (e). 

A  lease  from  year  to  year,  according  to  some  early  cases  (/)^ 
will  confer  a  title  for  two  years  certain ;  though,  in  treating 


(a)  2  Bla.  Com.  140.  Lit.  s.  67. 
Simpkio,  or  Simkin,  v.  Ashnrst,  4 
Tyrw.  781.  783 ;  S.  C.  1  Crompt.  Mees. 
&  Rob.  261.  Lloyd  v,  Rosbee,  2 
Campb.  453-4. 

(5)  JohnBtonev.  Hudlestone,4  6am. 
&.  Cres.  922.  937 ;  S.  C.  7  Dow.  & 
Ry.  411. 

(c)  Winch,  32.  1  Dy.  62,  a.  pi.  (34). 
Co.  Lit  57,  b.  Right  dem.  Flower  v. 
Darby,  1  Term  Rep.  159.  162.  And 
see  Doe  dem.  Tilt  v.  Stratton,  4  Bing. 
446 ;  S.  C.  1  Mo.  &.  Pa.  183;  3  Car.  & 
Pa.  164. 

(d)  Mann  v,  Lovejoy,  1  Ry.  &  Moo. 


355.  Right  dem.  Flower  v.  Darby, 
sup.  Doe  dem.  Calyert  v.  Frowd,  4 
Bing.  557 ;  S.  C.  1  Mo.  and  Pa.  480. 
Doe  dem.  Clarke  v.  Smarridge,  9  Jur. 
781 ;  S.  C.  Law  Joui.  N.S.  vol.  14, 
p.  327,  Q.  B, 

(e)  Catesby's  case,  6  Co.  62,  a.  2 
Bla.  Com.  141.    1  Steph.  Com.  265. 

(/)  Agard  v.  King,  Cro.  Eliz.  775. 
Legg  V.  Strudwick,  or  Stradwick,  Holt, 
417;  S.  C.  2  Salk.  414;  &  11  Mod. 
203,  where  the  term  and  judgment  are 
differently  reported.  And  see  Crock- 
ereU  v,  Owerell,  Holt,  417. 
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of  the  effect  of  a  demise  for  a  year^  and  so  from  year  to 
year  {g),  we  stall  see,  from  the  discrepancy  of  the  authorities, 
how  the  law  upon  the  point  has  fluctuated.  But  it  has  lately 
been  decided  (A),  that  a  tenancy  from  year  to  year,  so  long  as 
both  parties  please,  is  determinable  at  the  end  of  any  year, 
the  first  as  well  as  any  subsequent  one,  unless,  in  the  creation 
of  the  tenancy,  the  parties  introduce  provisions,  showing  that 
they  contemplated  a  tenancy  for  two  years  at  the  least. 

The  interest  acquired  by  a  tenant  from  year  to  year  is 
transmissible  to  his  representatives  (i) .  Lord  Mansfield,  how- 
ever, is  reported  {k)  to  have  drawn  a  distinction  between  a 
demise  to  one,  without  naming  his  executors,  from  year  to 
year  as  long  as  both  parties  should  please,  and  a  demise  of  the 
like  kind  extending  to  executors ;  and  to  have  said  that  the 
former  would  determine  at  the  end  of  the  year  after  death 
without  notice;  but  that  the  latter  continued  till  the  executor 
determined  it  by  notice. 

Whether  a  term  for  a  single  year,  or  for  two  or  more  years, 
passes  under  a  demise  for  a  year,  and  so  from  year  to  year  as 
long  as  both  parties  shall  please,  has  occasioned  some  discus- 
sion. The  decisions  and  dicta  on  the  subject  do  not  exhibit 
much  consistency. 

The  very  early  cases  appear  to  determine  that  a  demise  of 
this  description  would  enure  for  three  years.  In  Potkins's 
case,  which  arose  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  8th,  and  is  the 
first  perhaps  on  record  (/),  the  judges,  according  to  Coke(m), 
were  divided  in  opinion,  two  being  opposed  to  two;  though, 


(ff)  Infra,  in  this  page. 

(h)  Doo  dem.  Clarke  v.  Smarridge, 
9  Jut.  781  ;  S.  C.  Law  Jour.  N.  S.  vol. 
14,  p.  327,0.  B. 

(0  Doe  dem.  Shore  v.  Porter,  3 
Term  Rep.  13.  James  v.  Dean,  11 
V  es.  wfot 

{k)  Mackay  v,  ACackreth,  4  Dougl. 
21 3 ;  S.  C.  cited,  3  Term  Rep.  13 ;  S.  C. 
2  Chit.  461,  where  the  distinction  is 
not  noticed.  And  see  Gulliver  dem. 
Tasker  «.  Burr,  1  W.  Blac.  596. 


(0  Potkins's  ease,14H.8.10.[B].6. 

(m)  6  Co.  35,  b.  It  is  observaUe, 
however,  that  the  words  of  the  demise 
are  not  correctly  reported  by  Coke. 
The  lease  was  p*ttrme  dTtm  on,  a  com* 
meneer  oTfate  de  Saint  Midkelya  dmrr 
tanq :  oTJln  dk  an,  et  tie  Uprotkeit^  cm, 
decminan  ti  longemcfU  eomecitpartiet 
plait;  while  Coke  states  tiie  demise  to 
have  been  pro  term.  wiUtu  cnmi  ft  tie 
dt  ttfio  anno  m  annttm  qvMmditt  aia- 
habw  partHnu  plaeueriL 
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he  adds,  it  is  now  resolved,  per  totam  curiam,  that  in  such 
case  after  three  years  ad  maximum,  it  was  but  a  lease  at  will, 
because  beyond  that  the  term  had  not  any  certain  continuance 
or  determination. 

Winch  also  reports  that  a  lease  for  a  year,  and  so  from  year 
to  year  at  the  pleasure  of  the  parties,  confers  a  term  for  three 
years,  and  not  for  two  («).  And  Keble,  in  like  manner,  states 
that,  in  Costrike  v.  Mason  (o),  a  case  decided  in  the  King^s 
Bench,  21  Car.  2.,  a  lease  in  similar  terms  was  held  to  operate 
as  a  demise  for  three. years,  not  at  will  after  the  first  year; 
but  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  his  reports  are  not 
entitled  to  much  confidence ;  and  the  point  is  not  reached  by 
the  report  in  1  Modem,  and  1  Siderfin. 

So,  in  Panton  v.  Isham  (/>),  where  the  letting  was  for  a 
week,  and  so  from  week  to  week  as  long  as  both  parties 
should  please,  the  court  held  that  the  demise  could  be  no 
more  than  a  term  for  three  weeks,  and  that  for  the  residue 
the  lessee  was  tenant  at  will. 

When  the  same  point  came  before  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas  in  8  &  9  W.  3  {q),  they  held  the  lease  good  for  two 
years,  and  after  that  at  will;  relying,  singularly  enough,  on 
Potkins^s  case  in  support  of  the  determination.  And  the  case 
of  Stanfill,  or  Stanfitt,  v,  Hickes  (r),  decided  very  soon  after- 
wards in  the  same  court,  is  to  the  same  effect ;  though  the 
real  question  for  decision  related  to  the  legality  of  a  distress. 
To  his  note  of  the  case,  Salkeld  adds,  "  The  reporter  tells  us 
the  law  is  contrary.*' 

Next  in  succession  is  a  series  of  judgments  and  dicta  by 
Chief  Justice  Holt,  which  I  shall  submit  in  chronological 
order,  directly  at  variance  with  the  decisions  in  the  cases 
already  quoted. 

(n)  Anon.  Winch,  32.    Tr.  20  Jac.  Raym.  170;  S.  C.  Belasyse  r.  Bur- 

(o)  Costrike  V.  Mason,  2  Keb.  543.  bridge,  Lntw.  Nels.  fol.  ed.  of  1718, 

And  see  S.  C,   nom.   Gostwicke  v.  p.  66. 
Mason,  1  Mod.  3 ;  1  Sid.  423.  (r)  Staniill  v.  Hickes,  1  Ld.  Baym. 

(p)  Panton  r.  Isham,  3  Lev.  359.  280 ;  S.  C,  nom.  Stanfitt  v.  Hickes,  3 

HiL  5  W.  &  M.  Salk.  135.    And  see  Stomiil  r.  Hicks, 

(q)    Bellasis  v.  Burbriche,   1   Ld.  2  Salk.  413. 
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"  The  question  was  first  determined  by  Holt  at  the  Lincoln 
Summer  Assize  in  the  year  1699  («),  when  he  held  that  a 
demise  of  lands  to  B.  for  a  year,  and  so  from  year  to  year, 
was  not  a  lease  for  two  years,  and  afterwards  at  will;  but  was 
a  lease  for  every  particular  year ;  and  that  after  the  year  was 
begun,  the  defendant  could  not  determine  it  before  the  year 
was  ended. 

Two  years  afterwards,  in  the  case  of  Leighton  v.  Thecd  (/), 
he  said,  that  under  such  a  demise  the  lessor  might  determine 
his  will  at  the  end  of  any  year;  but  that  should  any  new 
year  be  begun,  it  could  not  be  determined  before  the  end  of 
the  year.  So,  in  12  Mod.  {u)  he  is  reported  to  have  said,  that 
the  lease  enured  for  one  year  absolutely,  and  that  the  lessee, 
by  continuing  on  the  first  day  of  the  second  year,  was  bound 
for  another  year. 

He  continued  of  the  same  opinion  in  the  3rd  year  of  Queen 
Anne's  reign  {a;),  dedarmg  that  a  lease  in  the  same  terms 
was  binding  but  for  one  year ;  but  that  if  the  lessee  without 
countermand  of  the  lessor  entered  upon  the  second  year,  he 
was  bound  for  that  year,  and  so  on. 

CrockereU  v.  OwereU  (^)  in  a  measure  involved  the  point, 
but  the  court  did  not  determine  whether  the  lease  conferred 
a  term  for  two  years  certain  or  not. 

Legg  V.  Strudwick,  decided  in  the  7th  year  of  the  reign 
of  Queen  Anne,  demands  peculiar  attention,  as  being  one 
of  the  cases  on  which  Lord  Ellenborough  founded  his  asser- 
tion (to  which  I  shall  presently  more  particularly  advert) 
that  Holt's  opinion  in  Lely  v.  Green  had  been  overruled. 
The  case  in  question  is  reported  by  Holt  (z),  by  Salkeld  (a), 
and  in  the  11th  volume  of  Modem  Reports  (6).     Holt  and 

(«)  Lely  V.  Green,  cited,  1  Ld.  Raym.  6  Mod.  215. 
708  ;  S.  C.  Holt,  414 ;  2  Salk.  413.  (y)  CrockereU  v.  OwereD,  5  Abm^ 

(t)  Leighton  v.   Theed,   13  W.  3,  Holt,  417. 
1  Ld.  RAym.  707-8.    And  see  S.  C,  (e)  Legg  v.  Stmdwick,  Holt,  417. 

nom.  Layton  v.  Field,  3  Salk.  222.  (a)  2  Salk.  414. 

(«)  Anon.  12  Mod.  610,  13  W.  3,  (6)  S.  C,  nom.  Legg  v.  Stradwiek 

probably  the  same  case.  1 1  Mod.  203. 

{x)  Dod  V.  Monger,  Holt,416 ;  S.C. 
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Salkeld  concur  in  their  statement  of  the  facts  and  judg- 
ment^ both  of  which  are  dififerently  represented  in  11  Mod. 
According  to  the  book  last  mentioned^  a  lease  was  made 
to  J.  B.  from  the  25th  of  March^  unto  the  full  end  and 
term  of  one  year^  and  so  de  anno  in  annum  quamdiu  ambabus 
partibus  placuerit ;  and  Holt^  C.  J.,  said^  '^Such  a  lease  as 
this  is  not  a  lease  for  two  years^  or  a  lease  at  will^  but  'tis  a 
lease  for  every  particular  year^  and  yet  you  may  distrain  for 
ten  years'  rent  at  the  end  of  ten  years ;  because  one  lease 
springs  so  out  of  the  other^  and  out  of  the  same  contract^  as 
that  when  one  year  is  ended,  there  is  an  end  of  that  lease, 
and  when  the  lessee  enters  on  another  year,  'tis  another 
lease  for  a  year,  et  sic  ioties  quoties"  Holt  and  Salkeld,  on 
the  contrary,  report  the  demise  to  have  been  to  A.,  habendum 
de  anno  in  annum,  et  sic  ultra  quamdiu  ambabus  partibus  pla- 
cerety  and  the  court  to  have  been  of  opinion,  that  after  the  two 
years  the  lessor  or  lessee  might  determine  the  tenancy ;  but 
that  if  the  lessee  held  on,  he  was  not  then  tenant  at  will,  but 
for  a  year  certain ;  for  his  holding  on  must  be  taken  to  be 
an  agreement  to  the  original  contract  and  in  execution  of  it. 
Before  I  offer  any  comment  on  the  variance  between  these 
reports,  I  shall  proceed  to  the  remark  of  Lord  Ellenborough 
already  alluded  to.  In  the  course  of  argument  in  the  case 
of  Denn  t?.  Cartright  (c),  the  decision  of  Holt  in  Lely  v. 
Green,  that  a  demise  for  a  year,  and  so  from  year  to  year, 
did  not  operate  as  a  lease  for  two  years  unless  the  second 
year  had  commenced,  being  pressed  on  the  attention  of  the 
court.  Lord  Ellenborough  said,  ''There  is  another  case  in  the 
same  page  of  the  book(£Q,  of  Bellasis  v.  Burbrichc,  and 
another  in  the  subsequent  page,  of  Legg  v.  Strudwick,  which 
overrule  that  opinion :  and  these  latter  agree  with  common 
experience,  that  a  demise  for  a  year,  and  so  on  from  year  to 
year,  must  enure  as  a  tenancy  for  at  least  two  years ;  and  so 
it  is  declared  to  be  by  Mr.  Justice  BuUer  in  Birch  v. 
Wright  (e),  where  he  considers  the  cases  in  Salkeld," 

(e)  Denn  dem.  Jacklin  V.  Cartright,  {d)  Salk.  413. 

4  East,  31-2.  (c)  Birch  r.  Wright,  1  Term  Rep.  300. 
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Without  impugning  the  propriety  of  Lord  EUenborougli's 
dictiun^  I  may  endeavour  to  show^  that  if  it  rest  on  the  cases 
of  Bellasis  v.  Burbriche^  and  Legg  v.  Strudwick^  it  has  not 
the  advantage  of  a  very  solid  foundation. 

Firsts  as  Bellasis  v.  Burbriche  was  decided  in  the  Common 
Pleas  between  two  and  three  years  before  Holfs  determina- 
tion in  Lely  v.  Oreen^  it  cannot  strictly  be  said  to  have  over- 
ruled that  determination :  and  so  far  firom  Mr.  Justice  BuUer's 
having  given  the  case  the  confirmation  of  his  own  authority, 
he  expressly  declared  (/)  that  Bellasis  v.  Burbriche  and  Lely 
V.  Oreen  were  short  loose  notes  jumbled  together  and  not  to 
be  relied  on. 

Secondly^  as  to  Legg  v.  Strudwick.  The  conflicting  reports 
of  it  have  already  been  noticed.  Now,  if  that  contained  in 
11  Mod.  be  correct,  the  case,  instead  of  overruling  Holt's 
opinion,  is  a  firesh  corroboration  of  it  by  Holt  himself.  If, 
on  the  other  hand.  Holt's  and  Salkeld's  are  to  be  preferred, 
where  the  demise  is  stated  to  have  been  de  anno  in  annum,  et 
sic  ultra  quamdiu  ambabus  partibus  placeret,  it  can  scarcely 
be  quoted  as  overruling  that  opinion,  applied,  as  it  was,  to  a 
demise  for  a  year,  and  so  firom  year  to  year  as  long  as  both 
parties  should  please. 

With  respect  to  Lord  EUenborough's  remark,  that  Mr. 
Justice  Buller,  in  Birch  v,  Wright,  where  he  considered  the 
cases  in  Salkeld,  declared  that  a  demise  for  a  year,  and  so  on 
firom  year  to  year,  enured  as  a  tenancy  for  at  least  two  years, 
I  shall  merely  add,  that  I  am  unable  to  discover  this  declara- 
tion in  the  report :  that  learned  judge  did  not  deny  that  such 
might  be  the  operation  of  the  lease ;  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  expressed  any  opinion  on  the  point. 

In  1736,  we  find  Lord  Hardwicke,  C.  J.,  at  the  sittings, 
ruling,  on  the  authority  of  Lely  v.  Green,  Salk.  413,  that  a 
demise  for  a  year,  and  so  firom  year  to  year,  was  a  lease  for 
every  particular  year,  and  good  for  every  year  that  the  lessee 
entered  into  (ff). 

(/)   I  Term  Rep.  380. 
(g)  Combes  v.  Cole,  Ca.  temp.  liardw.  by  Lee,  305. 
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In  another  case  in  the  Exchequer  {h),  in  1756^  a  question 
arose  as  to  the  interest  taken  by  the  plaintiff  under  a  lease 
made  to  him  by  the  defendant^  to  hold  from  Michaelmas  day 
for  one  whole  year,  and  so  for  two  or  three  years,  or  any  such 
further  term  of  years  as  the  said  defendant  and  plaintiff  should 
think  fit  and  agree  on ;  yielding  and  paying  for  the  said  one 
year,  and  from  thence  yearly  and  every  year,  during  such 
term  or  terms,  as  should  be  thereafter  granted,  35/.  per 
annum;  and,  according  to  Ambler's  report,  the  court 
declared  their  opinion  to  be  clearly,  that  it  was  a  lease  but 
for  one  year  only,  without  a  subsequent  agreement;  and  that 
if  it  had  been  doubtful  on  the  words  of  the  habendum, 
those  under  the  reseryation  fully  explained  them. 

The  report  of  the  case  by  Wilson  gives  a  different  decision, 
and  in  these  terms : — "  Per  Cur.  A  lease  to  hold  to  R.  Harris, 
from  Michaelmas  for  one  year,  and  so  for  two  or  three 
years,  or  any  further  term  of  years  as  the  said  N.  Evans 
and  B.  Harris  shall  think  fit  and  agree,  from  and  after 
the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  one  year,  is  a  lease  for 
two  years,  and  after  every  subsequent  year  begun  is  not 
determinable  till  that  be  ended,  like  2  Salk.  414.'^  Mr. 
Blunt  (the  editor  of  the  2nd  edition  of  Ambler's  Reports) 
searched  in  vain  for  any  entry  of  the  case  in  the  record  books 
of  the  court  of  Exchequer;  and  infers  that  Ambler  was  pro- 
bably the  more  correct  in  his  report,  being  one  of  the  counsel 
engaged  in  the  cause. 

In  the  case  of  Groodright  v.  Richardson  (i),  before  the  court 
of  King's  Bench  in  1789>  where  a  question  was  made  as  to 
the  estate  taken  under  a  lease  for  the  term  of  three,  six,  or 
nine  years,  from  the  Feast  day  of  St.  Thomas  the  Apostle 
next  ensuing  from  the  date  thereof,  and  to  be  ftilly  complete 
and  ended  on  the  said  Feast  day  of  St.  Thomas  the  Apostle, 
which  should  be  determinable  in  the  years  1788, 1791,  1794, 
Lord  Kenyon  said,  ^^  It  is  like  a  lease  for  a  year,  and  so  from 


(h)  Harris  v.  Evans,  Ambl.  329;  (i)  Goodright  dcm.  Hall  v.  Richard- 

S.  C.  1.  Wils.  262.  son,  3  Term  Rep.  462.    a.d.  1789. 
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year  to  year,  where,  if  the  lessee  wish  to  determine  it  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  he  must  give  reasonable  notice  to  the  other 
party,"  which  would  seem  to  imply  that,  in  his  lordship's 
opinion,  no  more  than  a  term  for  one  year  certain,  determin- 
able with  notice,  would  pass. 

In  the  case  of  Johnstone  v.  Hudlestone  {k),  the  demise  was 
for  one  year  then  next  ensuing  and  folly  to  be  complete  and 
ended,  and  so  from  year  to  year  for  so  long  time  as  the  de- 
fendant and  plaintiff  should  respectively  please ;  but  the  point 
did  not  call  for  a  decision,  as  the  lessee  had  occupied  the 
premises  for  a  period  exceeding  two  years  before  he  gave 
notice  to  quit. 

The  like  remark  applies  to  Buckworth  v,  Simpson  (/),  where 
the  demise  and  circumstances  were  very  similar. 

Doe  V.  Green  (m)  bears  more  closely  on  the  point.  A  lease 
was  made  ^'  for  one  year  firom  the  date  thereof,  and  so  on 
from  year  to  year,  until  the  tenancy  hereby  created  shall  be 
determined  as  after  mentioned,"  at  the  yearly  rent  of  10/.,  to 
be  paid  quarterly,  '^  and  three  months  shall  be  sufficient  notice 
to  be  given  from  either"  of  the  parties.  And  it  was  further 
agreed  ^^  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Joshua  Chadbom 
to  determine  the  tenancy  by  either  of  us  giving  unto  the 
other  three  months^  notice  of  either  of  their  intentions." 
And  it  was  held,  that  the  language  of  the  contract  clearly 
contemplated  a  term  longer  than  one  year,  and  that  three 
months^  notice  to  quit  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  was  insuffi- 
cient. And  this  (said  Lord  Denman,  C.  J.,)  is  consistent 
with  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  Birch  v.  Wright  (n),  and  with 
sound  reason. 

And  a  still  later  case  (o)  is  to  the  same  effect.  Certain 
premises  were  let  for  the  term  of  six  months  firom  the  1st  day 


{k)  Johnstone  V.  Hudlestone,  4  Barn.  1839  ;  and  Doe  dem.  Monck  v.  Geekie, 

&  Cres.  922.    a.d.  1825.  5  Q.  B.  841. 

(0  Buckworthr.Simpflon,  ICrompt.  (n)  1  Term  Rep.  378. 

Mees.  &  Ros.  834.    a.d.  1835.  (o)  Regina  v.  The  Inhabitants  of 

(m)  Doe  dem.  Cliadbom  v.  Green,  Chawton,  I  Q.  B.  247 ;  S.  C.  4  Per.  & 

9  Adol.  &  Ell.  658 ;  and  seo  note  {d),  p.  Day.  525.    a.  d.  1841. 
661  ;  S.  C.  1  Per.  &  Dav.  454.     a.d. 
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of  January^  1830^  and  so  on  for  six  months  to  six  months 
nntil  one  of  the  said  parties  should  give  to  the  other  of  them 
six  calendar  months'  notice  in  writing  to  determine  the 
tenancy;  at  and  under  the  rent  of  13/.  for  every  six  months^ 
the  first  payment  to  be  made  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1830. 
And  it  was  held^  that  this  was  clearly  a  taking  for  two  half 
years,  which  made  a  whole  year.  If,  therefore,  for  m?  months 
we  substitute  a  year,  it  leads  to  the  inference  that  a  demise 
for  a  year,  and  so  on  from  year  to  year,  amounts  to  a  letting 
for  at  least  two  years  certain. 

To  sum  up  the  cases,  it  appears,  that  Potkins's  case;  Co- 
strike  V.  Mason,  according  to  Keble's  report;  the  anony- 
mous case  in  Winch ;  and  Panton  v.  Isham,  are  authorities 
for  holding  that  a  lease  for  a  year,  and  so  on  from  year  to 
year,  would  confer  a  term  for  three  years : 

That  Holt  invariably  adhered  to  the  opinion,  that  it 
amounted  to  a  demise  for  one  year  only;  but  that  the  lessee 
by  entering  on  a  second  year  was  bound  for  that  whole  year ; 
and  so  toties  quoties ;  and  that  Lord  Kenyon,  in  Goodright 
dem.  Richardson  v.  Hall,  entertained  the  same  impression  : 

That  the  cases  of  Bellasis  v.  Burbriche,  and  StanfiU,  or 
Stanfitt,  V.  Hickes,  are  authorities  for  the  position,  that  a 
term  for  two  years  certain  would  pass;  and  are  corroborated 
by  the  declaration  of  Lord  Ellenborough,  and  (as  that  learned 
judge  has  assured  us)  of  Mr.  Justice  BuUer  also ;  and  also  by 
the  recent  decisions  in  Doe  dem.  Chadbom  v.  Green,  and 
Begina  t;.  The  Inhabitants  of  Chawton.  The  case  of  Harris 
V,  Evans,  being  so  differently  reported,  has  not  much  claim 
to  confidence  either  way. 

On  the  whole,  the  weight  of  authority  and  reason  appears 
to  favor  the  conclusion  that  a  term  for  two  years  certain  will 
pass  by  such  a  lease. 

So,  a  demise  not  for  one  year  only,  but  from  year  to  year, 
operates  as  a  lease  for  two  years  at  least  {p).    And,  in  like 

(j>)  Denn  dem.  Jacklin  v.  Cartiight,  4  East,  29. 
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manner^  a  lease  for  three  years^  and  so  from  three  years  to 
three  years,  creates  a  term  for  six  {q). 

By  a  case  in  the  &8th  year  of  Henry  the  8th  (r),  it  appears 
that  a  parson  leased  his  rectory  '^  for  a  term  of  three  years, 
and  after  the  end  of  the  three  years  to  the  end  and  term  of 
other  three  years  then  next  and  immediately  ensuing,  and  so 
afber  the  end  of  the  said  three  years  to  the  end  and  term  of 
other  three  years,  during  all  the  term  of  the  natural  life  of 
the  lessor ;''  and  by  the  opinion  of  many  benchers  of  the 
Middle  Temple,  and  divers  judges  of  C.  B.,  the  lessee  took 
only  an  estate  for  nine  years,  if  the  lessor  should  so  long 
live ;  for  there  wanted  words  to  prove  that  he  had  an  estate 
for  the  Ufe  of  the  lessor :  but  if  it  had  run,  ^'  and  so  from 
three  years  to  three  years  during  the  Ufe,^^  that,  perhaps, 
would  have  enured  otherwise  {s).    It  was  said  also  that  if  he 
had  an  estate  in  the  rectory  for  the  life  of  the  parson,  he 
ought  to  have  had  livery  of  seisin. 

Another  very  similar  case  came  before  the  court  of  K.  B. 
in  Hilary  term,  and  again  in  Michaelmas  term,  in  the  13th 
year  of  the  reign  of  James  the  1st  {t).  As  Bolle  reports  the 
case,  it  appears  that  a  parson  had  made  a  lease  of  his  tithes 
to  J.  S.  for  three  years,  and  at  the  end  of  those  three  years 
for  three  more  years,  and  so  from  three  years  to  three  years, 
during  his  (the  lessor's)  life ;  and  that  Coke  was  of  opinion 
that  it  was  a  good  lease  for  twelve  years;  '' because,  (he 
said),  for  three  years,  and  at  the  end  of  those  three  for  three 
mare,  amounted  to  six ;  and  so  from  three  years  to  three  years 
amounted  to  six  more.''  According  to  Bulstrode's  report,  in 
Michaelmas  term,  the  words  were,  '^for  three  years,  and  so 
from  three  years  to  three  years,  and  so  from  three  years  to 
three  years  during  his  life;''  and  he  states  that  the  whole 
court  were  clearly  of  opinion,  that  it  was  a  good  lease  for 

(9)  Co.  Lit  45,  b.     1  Lev.  46.  158 ;  S.  C,  nom.  Newbenie  r.  Rjuh- 

(r)  Anon.  Dy.  24,  a.  pi.  (151).  bone,   1   RoL  287;   1   RoL  Ab.  850, 

.    (»)  And  see  Plowd.  522.  Estate,  (A.)  1. 
(0  Wrathboncv.Newber}',3Bulstr. 
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twelve  years.  And  Doddridge^  J.^  added : — ''If  he  Iiad  said, 
and  so  from  the  said  three  years  for  three  years,  this  had  been 
a  lease  but  for  nine  years. 

Where  a  party  took  apartments  ''for  twelve  months  cer- 
tain, and  six  months'  notice  afterwards/'  Lord  Ellenborough 
was  clearly  of  opinion  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  quit  it  at  the 
end  of  the  twelve  months,  on  giving  six  months'  previous 
notice.  He  thought  that  the  word  certain,  applied  to  the 
first  twelve  months,  showed  that  every  thing  afterwards  was 
uncertain  and  depended  on  the  notice  («). 

(«)  Thompaonv.Maberley,2CAmpb.  Green,  9  Adol.  &  Ell.  658.  661 ;  S.  C. 
573.    And  see  Doe  dem.  Chadbozn  v.      1  Per.  &  DftT.  454. 
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CHAPTER  III, 

AS  TO  LEASES  FOR  AN  ABSOLUTE  TERM  OF  YEARS. 

"pERHAPS  the  most  usual  mode  of  leasing  in  this  country 
is  for  terms  absolute.  The  ordinary  husbandry  lease  is 
for  twenty-one  years  (a).  It  is  said  (i),  that  at  a  very  early 
period  of  our  history  leases  for  more  than  forty  years  were 
deemed  bad ;  but  this  law^  if  it  ever  existed^  was  soon  obso- 
lete (c) ;  yet  even  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  we  find 
Lord  Egerton  pronoimcing  openly^  that  he  would  give  none 
aid  in  Chancery  for  the  maintenance  of  any  perpetidties^  nor 
of  any  lease  for  hundreds  or  thousands  of  years^  made  of  lands 
holden  in  capite;  because  the  latter  were  grounded  upon 
frauds  and  the  former  were  fights  against  God  {d). 

The  laws  of  our  own  day^  except  in  particular  instances  (e), 
impose  no  restraint  on  the  duration  of  leases  {f),  of  course 
supposing  them  not  to  exceed  the  lessor's  own  estate  in  the 
property  demised. 

If  a  man  lease  his  land  for  years^  the  lease  is  good  for  two 
years^  being  a  number  with  which  at  least  the  plural  will  be 
satisfied  (^). 

A  lease  from  hour  to  hour^  or  firom  month  to  months  or 
from  year  to  year,  during  forty  years,  is  a  good  lease  for  forty 
years  {h).  So,  a  lease  for  a  year,  and  so  from  year  to  year 
till  six  years  expire,  is  a  certain  lease  for  six  years  (t) ;  and  a 

(a)  Attomey-GenenJ  v.  Owen,  10  and  dvil.  See  ante,  p.  176,  et  aeq. 

Yes.  560.  (/)  Browne  v.  l^he,  8  Bli.  P.  C. 

(6)  Co.  Lit.  46,  b.  46,  a.  1  Vent  58.  N.  S.  272.  298. 

(c)  2  Bla.  Com.  142.  (g)  Bishop  of  Bath's  ease,  6  Co. 

{d)  Cary,  1 1 .  Risden  v.  Tuffin,  Toth.  35,  b.  36,  a. 

187.  (/i)  Plowd.  273.  522. 

(e)  As  to  restrictions  in  the  case  of  (i)  Dod  r.  Monger,  Holt,  416;  S.  C. 

leases  by    corporations    ecclesiastical  6  Mod.  215. 
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lease  for  a  year^  and  so  from  year  to  year^  as  long  as  both 
parties  agree^  till  six  years  expire^  is  also  a  lease  for  six  years^ 
determinable  at  every  year's  end  at  the  will  of  either  party  {k) . 

Terms  for  years  last  during  the  whole  anniversary  of  the 
day  from  which  they  are  granted :  if  it  were  otherwise,  the 
last  day,  on  which  rent  is  almost  uniformly  made  payable, 
would  be  posterior  to  the  lease  (/). 

In  the  case  of  Hanbury  v.  Litchfield  (m),  where  the  plain- 
tiff contracted  to  take  of  the  defendant  a  lease  for  thirty-one 
years  of  certain  copyhold  property,  held  of  the  manor  of 
Ealing,  of  which  holding  the  plaintiff  had  notice,  and  it  ap- 
peared that,  by  the  custom  of  the  manor,  the  lord  could  not 
license  a  lease  for  more  than  twenty-one  years,  he  was  decreed 
to  accept  a  legal  lease  for  twenty-one  years,  with  a  covenant  for 
a  further  term  of  ten  years,  and  compensation  for  the  differ- 
ence in  pecuniary  value.  The  bill  was  framed  with  a  view  to 
a  different  relief,  but  as,  upon  the  whole  statement  of  it,  such 
appeared  to  be  the  equity  between  the  parties,  the  court,  in 
order  to  avoid  future  litigation,  made  the  decree  accordingly, 
under  the  prayer  for  general  relie£ 

(Jc)  Ibid.  (m)  Hanbuzy  v,  Litchfield,  2  Myl. 

(0  Acklaiidi>.  Lailey,9  Adol.&  £11.      &  Keen,  629. 
879. 894 ;  S.  C.  1  Per.  &  Dav.  636.  647. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

AS  TO  LEASES  FOE  A  TERM  OP  YEARS  DETERMINABLE  WITH 
A  LIFE  OR   LIVES,  OR  ON  ANY  OTHER  EVENT. 

T  EASES  for  years  determinable  with  a  life  or  lives,  or  on 
any  other  event,  are  also  of  daily  occurrence.  They 
confer  a  chattel  interest  only ;  and  it  has  been  holden  that 
a  grant  by  a  lessee  for  lives  of  all  his  estate  and  interest  in 
the  premises,  habendum  for  ninety-nine  years  if  the  lives  or 
any  of  them  shall  so  long  live,  conveys  not  a  freehold,  but  a 
term  of  years  determinable  with  the  interest  of  the  lessor  (a). 
On  the  same  principle,  a  power  of  leasing  for  years  deter- 
minable with  a  life  will  not  authorise  a  lease  for  lives  abso- 
lutely, under  which  a  freehold  interest  must  pass  (d). 

If  a  lease  be  granted  for  twenty-one  years  if  C.  so  long 
Uve,  and  C.  be  dead  at  the  time,  the  term  is  absolute  (c).  But 
if  a  lease  be  granted  to  B.  if  C.  live  for  twenty-one  years,  and 
C.  be  dead  at  the  time,  the  lease  is  void,  for  the  condition  is 
precedent  (rf). 

If  it  be  the  intention  that  the  lease  should  continue  until 
the  decease  of  the  survivor  of  several  cestuis  que  vie  during 
the  term,  care  should  be  taken  to  insert  proper  disjunctive 
words,  as,  "  if  A.,  B.,  and  C,  or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of 
them,  shall  so  long  live ; "  for  it  is  settled,  that  a  lease  for 
years  if  A.  and  B.,  or  if  A.,  B.,  and  C.  shall  so  long  live,  will 
determine  by  the  death  of  one  {e) ;  though,  according  to  Wil- 

(a)  Earl  of  Derby  v,  Taylor,  1  East,  &  C.  Jenk.  Cent.  505,  case  79. 
502.  (d)  Jenk.  Gent  305,  case  79. 

(5)  Evans  v,  Vaughan,  4  Bam.  &  (e)  BrownL  30.  39. 292.  Bradnell's 

Cree.  261  ;  S.  C.  6  Dow.  and  Ry.  349.  case,  5  Co.  9,  a.    1  RoL  197.  3  Bulatr. 

(c)  Bradshaw's  case,  9  Co.  60,  b;  31.   1  Vent  163.  Hughes  9.  Crowther, 


Ch.  IV.] 


FOR  YEABS  DETERMINABLE. 


671 


kinson's  case  {/),  if  the  words  be  generally^  if  the  lessees 
shall  so  long  live^  perchance  it  will  be  more  doubtful. 

Where  a  lease  was  made  to  A.  and  B.  for  one-and-twenty 
years^  if  the  said  A.  and  B.^  or  any  child  or  children  betwixt 
them  begotten^  should  live  so  long^  it  was  decided  that  the 
death  of  B.  within  the  term  did  not  defeat  it;  for  the  dis- 
junctive or  before  the  word  child  made  all  the  limitation  in 
the  disjunctive ;  and  the  lease  was  held  to  endure  so  long  as 
any  of  the  persons  named  in  the  proviso  should  live  {g). 

K  it  be  intended  that  the  term  should  cease  on  the  happen- 
ing of  the  first  or  last  of  several  events^  the  words  used  to 
denote  the  period  of  determination  must  be  dear  and  unam- 
biguous. 

A  substantial  difference  exists  between  a  lease  to  A.  and 
B.  for  sixty  years  if  they  shall  so  long  live,  where  the  lives  are 
merely  collateral  to  the  estate  for  years,  and  a  lease  to  one 
for  the  lives  of  A.  and  B.  In  the  latter  case,  the  fireehold 
does  not  determine  by  the  death  of  one  of  them,  but  the 
lessee  has  an  estate  by  way  of  limitation  during  the  lives 
of  two  persons,  and,  by  construction  of  law,  during  the  life  of 
the  survivor  of  them  (A).  To  determine  the  lease  on  the 
death  of  one,  the  habendum  should  be  for  the  joint  lives  of 
A.  and  B. 

Where  a  house  was  demised  to  a  widow  for  forty  years, 
''upon  condition  that  if  she  should  so  long  continue  a  widow, 
and  should  dwell  in  the  said  house^^;  and  she  continued  a 
widow,  and  lived  in  the  house  till  her  death,  which  occurred 
within  the  forty  years ;  it  was  doubted  whether  her  executor, 


13  Co.  66 ;  S.  C.  Brownl.  &  Gold.  180. 
Bailes  v,  V^^enmaiiy  2  Vent.  74.  Daniel 
9.  WaddingtoD,  Cro.  Jac.  377  ;  S.  C. 
1  Rol.  309;  3  Bolstr.  130.  Lessee 
Newton  «.  Byrne,  cited,  1  Crawf.  & 
Dix,  555. 

(/)  Wilkinson's  case,  Hca  76. 

{g)  Baldwin  v.  Cocke,  or  Coke,  or 
Cooke,  sometimes  cited  as  Truepenny's 
case,  1  Leon.  74 ;  S.  C.  1  And.  161 ; 
Mo.  239;  Cro.  Eliz.  270;  2  Bulstr.  131 ; 


Ow.  52;  Gouldsb.  71.    Anon.  Jenk. 
Cent.  279,  case  1.    Co.  Lit.  225,  a. 

ill)  Bradnell's  case,  5  Co.  9,  a. 
1  Rol.  197.  3Bulstr.3L  1  Vent.  163. 
Hughes  V.  Crowther,  13  Co.  66 ;  S.  C. 
Brownl.  &  Gold.  180.  Anon.  1  And. 
151,  case  199.  1  Brownl  30.  39. 292. 
Fitzpatrick  v.  Hawkesworth,  1  Crawf. 
&  Dix,  554.  And  see  Hills  v.  Hills, 
Mo.  876.     1  Vent  163. 


672  OF  THE  TERM  OF  THE  LEASE.  [PaBT  IV. 

or  the  reversioner^  was  entitled  to  the  residue  of  the  term. 
Popham,  C.  J.,  Qtiwdy,  and  Clench,  held  that  the  words 
"  upon  condition  that  if  *^,  having  no  corresponding  conclu- 
sion, so  as  to  render  the  sentence  complete,  were  insensible, 
and  amounted  to  neither  a  condition  nor  a  limitation.  But 
they  agreed,  that  had  the  lease  been  to  her  for  forty  years  if 
she  should  so  long  continue  unmarried,  and  should  inhabit 
the  house,  it  would  have  determined  either  by  her  marriage 
or  death  (i).  And  Popham  noticed  a  distinction  between  a 
lease  of  a  house  for  forty  years,  if  the  lessee  should  dwell  in 
the  same  for  his  life,  and  a  lease  for  forty  years,  if  he  should 
dwell  there  during  the  term ;  the  term,  in  the  former  case, 
continuing  till  its  expiration  by  effluxion  of  time,  notwith- 
standing the  lessee's  death,  if  he  performed  die  condition  of 
residence;  but  ceasing,  in  the  latter,  on  the  lessee's  decease  {k). 

In  a  later  case  (/),  a  lease  was  made  for  twenty-one  years, 
if  the  lessee  should  so  long  live,  and  continue  in  the  lessor's 
service.  The  lessor  died;  and  Anderson,  Owen,  and  Glan- 
vile  held  that  the  lease  continued;  for  the  cesser  of  the  service 
was  occasioned  by  the  act  of  God,  and  not  attributable  to 
any  laches  on  the  part  of  the  lessee.  But  Walmsley  was 
strongly  opposed  to  this  construction,  considering  that  the 
continuance  of  the  lease  was  limited  by  the  duration  of  the 
service.     Croke  concludes  his  report  with  a  qu4Bre. 

A  tenancy  for  ninety-nine  years  determinable  on  lives  is 
not  a  holding  ^'  for  any  term  or  number  of  years  certain,  or 
from  year  to  year'',  within  the  act  (m)  for  enabling  landlords 
more  speedily  to  recover  possession  of  lands  and  tenements 
unlawfully  held  over  by  tenants  (n). 

(t)  Hardy  v.  Seyer,  Cro.  Eliz.  414  ;  (Q  Wrenford  v.  Gylee,  Cro.  Eliz. 

S.  C,  nom.  Sawer  v.  Hardy,  Ow.  107 ;  643;  S.  C,  nom.  Wameford  r.  Giles, 

S.  G.,  nom.  Sawyer  v.  Hardy,  Poph.  99 ;  Noy,  70.  And  see  Wrotfa's  case,  Plowd. 

S.  C,  nom.  Sayer  v.  Hardy,  Gould»b.  454. 

179 ;  1  RoL  Ab.  410,  Condition,  (H).  1.  (m)  1  Geo.  4.  c.  87. 

And  see  Doe  dem.  Lockwood  v.  Clarke,  (»)  Doe  dem.  Pemberton,  v.  Roe,  7 

8  East,  185.  Bam.  and  Cres.  2. 

(it)  Poph.  99. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

AS  TO  LEASES  FOR  A  TERM  WITH  THE  GRANT  OF  AN 
ACCESSIONAL  TERM  ON  AN  EVENT. 

TN  the  early  reports,  we  sometimes  meet  with  cases  where 
the  lessee  is  to  take  an  accessional  term  on  some  specified 
event.  Thus,  a  lease  granted  to  H.  for  eighty-one  years  if 
B.  should  so  long  live,  and  from  and  after  the  day  of  the 
death  of  B.  for  81  years,  was  held  by  Bridgman,  C.  J.,  to 
constitute  but  one  entire  t«rm,  and  not  a  remainder  or  fixture 
interest  (a). 

La  another  case  (i),  a  lease  for  life,  with  a  proviso  that  if 
the  lessee  should  die  before  the  end  of  sixty  years  thence 
next  ensuing  his  executors  should  enjoy  the  land,  as  in  title 
and  right  of  the  lessee,  for  the  term  of  so  many  years  as  should 
amount  to  the  entire  number  of  sixty  years,  to  be  computed 
from  the  date  of  the  indenture,  was  held  not  to  constitute  a 
lease  for  years  in  the  lessee,  nor  a  remainder  in  his  execu- 
tors, because  nothing  of  the  said  term  was  limited  to  the 
lessee  for  life,  so  as  to  enure  as  a  remainder  to  him  and  his 
executors. 

The  subject  was  much  discussed  in  the  case  of  Spark  v. 
Spark,  which  was  presented  to  the  court  in  three  several 
shapes;  first,  upon  demurrer  in  an  action  of  trespass;  secondly, 
as  a  special  verdict  on  an  ejectment ;  and,  thirdly,  upon  de- 
murrer in  an  action  of  debt ;  but  it  is  not  easy  to  collect  the 
exact  terms  of  the  grant  or  demise  on  which  the  question 

(a)  HenniagB  v.  Brabason,  1  Lev.  2  Dy.  150,  a.;  S.  C,  nom.  Granew  v, 
45;S.C.  1  Keb.  154;  S.  C,  nom.  Hem-  Parker,  Benl.  72.  pi.  115.  And  see 
ming  V.  Brabaaon,  O.  Bridgm.  by  Bann.  Kirke  v.  Bails,  1  And.  1 9,  case  39 ;  S.  C. 
ly  a  very  full  report.  Mo.  100;  S.  C,  nom.  Kyrke  v.  Balea, 

(b)  Oravenor  v.  Parker,  1  And.  1 9,  Bendl.  41 ;  S.  C,  nom.  Cranmer's  case, 
case  38;    S.  C.  Parker  v.  Gravcnor,  3  Dy.  309,  a.;  2  I..eon.  5;  3  Leon.  20. 

VOL,  I.  •  X  X 
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arose.  As  it  is  first  reported  by  Croke  (c),  it  appears,  that  a  lease 
for  life  was  made  to  J.  D.  by  indenture ;  and  that  afterwards 
by  another  indenture,  he  [Le.,  the  lessor]  (rf),  let  it  to  J.  S.  for 
ninety-nine  years  after  the  expiration  or  determination  of  the 
first  lease,  si  tarn  diu  vixerit ;  "  and  further  granted  to  J.  S., 
survivor  of  them,  that  after  the  death  of  the  survivor  of  the  said 
J.  S.  [and  J.  D.]  {d)  the  lands  should  remain  to  the  executors 
of  J.  S.  for  twenty-one  years ;''  that  J.  D.  died,  and  after  him 
J.  S.  died  intestate;  and  whether  his  administrator  should 
have  the  term,  or  whether  it  ought  to  have  vested  in  the 
executor  as  a  purchase,  and  not  in  the  testator,  was  the  sole 
question;  but  no  opinion  was  given  on  the  point  on  account  of 
some  exception  taken  to  the  pleadings. 

When  next  it  came  before  the  court,  the  case  was  stated 
thus  {e) : — ^Nicholas  Spark,  seised  in  fee,  by  indenture  let  it  to 
W.  S.  for  eighty  years  if  he  live  so  long,  "the  remainder  afl«r 
his  decease  to  the  executors  or  assigns  of  the  said  W.  S.  for 
forty  years  :^'  W.  S.  died  intestate,  and  his  wife  took  letters  of 
administration;  and  the  question  was,  whether  the  remainder 
for  forty  years  vested  in  W.  S.,  or  if  it  fidled  because  he  had 
not  made  any  executor.  And  all  the  justices  delivered  their 
opinions  severally,  that  the  term  vested  in  W.  S. ;  that  the 
plaintiff  should  have  it  as  administratrix;  and  that  it  should 
be  assets  in  her  hands ;  for  the  intention  of  the  lessor  appeared 
that  the  executors  or  assigns  of  W.  S.  should  have  it;  so  by 
the  word  assigns  was  intended  that  W.  S.  might  dispose  and 
make  an  assignment  thereof,  and,  therefore,  that  it  vested 
in  him,  and  should  go  to  his  executors  or  administrators  as 
assigns  in  law,  and  as  a  thing  which  came  unto  them  from 
their  testator,  and  not  as  a  perquisite  by  themselves.  And 
Walmsley  said,  that  it  never  yet  was  questioned  by  any  that 
if  these  two  terms  had  been  in  one  clause,  but  that  they 
should  have  vested  in  W.  S.,  as  if  it  had  been  habendum 
for  eighty  years  if  he  should  live  so  long,  and  for  forty  years 

(c)  Spark  v.  Spark,  Cro.  Etiz.  658.      not  in  the  report 
Pnach.  41  Eliz.  (e)  Cro.  Eliz.  666.    Pasdi.  41  Eliz. 

{d)  The  words  within  brackets  are 
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after  his  decease  to  his  executors ;  and  Croke  states  that  it 
was  afterwards  adjudged  accordingly. 

The  pointy  however,  was  again  agitated^  Trin.  43  Eliz.(/)^ 
when  it  appeared  that  :^-one  Robert  Spark  was  seised  in  fee^ 
and  let  it  by  indenture  to  W.  J.  for  life,  and  afterwards  by 
another  indenture  let  it  to  W.  S.,  the  intestate,  for  ninety- 
nine  years  if  he  should  live  so  long,  to  begin  after  the  death 
of  W.  J. ;  ''  and  further  by  the  same  deed  vult  et  cancedit  that 
after  the  decease  of  the  survivor  of  the  said  W.  J.  and  W.  S., 
or  other  determination  of  the  said  estates,  the  said  land  should 
remain  to  the  executors  and  assigns  of  W.  S.  for  forty  years  ; 
that  afterwards  W.  J.  died;  that  W.  S.  entered,  and  let  it  to 
the  defendant  for  years,  to  begin  after  his  death,  and  died;  and 
that  for  rent  in  arrear  the  plaintiff  brought  the  action.  The 
same  question  arose;  but  the  court  did  not  dehver  any  opinion 
certainly  therein,  because  none  was  there  to  argue  on  the 
defendant's  part;  yet  they  all  agreed  that  if  the  case  were,  as 
it  was  put  at  the  first,  that  the  lease  was  made  to  W.  S.  for 
ninety-nine  years,  if  he  lived  so  long,  and  if  he  died  within 
the  term  that  it  should  be  to  his  executors  and  assigns  for 
forty  years,  the  term  for  forty  years  would  not  vest  in  W.  S., 
but  in  his  executors  by  purchase,  because  it  was  a  conditional 
limitation,  and  a  mere  possibility  to  vest ;  for  there  was  a 
condition  precedent  that  it  should  not  be  a  lease,  tmless  he 
died  within  the  term,  which  peradventure  should  not  be, 
for  he  might  survive  the  term.  The  case,  however,  was 
adjourned. 

Although  no  farther  mention  of  it  is  made  by  Croke,  it 
came  again  before  the  court,  Mich.  44  &  45  Eliz.,  and  is 
reported  by  Yelverton  {g)  and  Moore  {k).  According  to  the 
former,  a  man  made  a  lease  for  Ufe,  and  afterwards  demised 
to  A.  for  ninety  •nine  years,  if  he  should  so  long  live,  to  com* 
mence  after  the  death  of  the  tenant  for  life, ''  and  if  A.  died 
during  the  term  of  ninety-nine  years,  or  that  the  term  other- 
wise  determined,  and  after  the  death  of  the  lessee  for  life, 

(/)  Cro.  Elia.  840.  (g)  YeW.  9.  (h)  Mo.  666. 
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then  the  lessor  granted  for  himself  and  his  heirs  that  the  land 
should  remain  to  the  executors  of  A.  for  twenty  years;"  the 
lessee  for  life  died;  A.  demised  for  twenty  years,  yielding 
rent,  and  died  intestate;  B.  took  administration,  and  brought 
debt  for  the  rent,  and  it  was  held  that  the  action  would  not 
lie;  for  Gawdy  and  Yelverton  conceived  that  the  contingent 
lease  of  the  twenty  years  never  vested  in  A.,  but  that  if  he 
had  made  executors  they  should  take  by  way  of  purchase, 
executors  being  a  name  of  purchase ;  but  Popham  and  Fenner^ 
agreeing  for  the  matter  in  law  as  to  the  action  of  debt,  con- 
ceived that  the  executors  of  A.  should  never  take,  for  the 
estate  ended  before  the  interest  commenced  or  arose  to  the 
executors. 

Moore's  report  (i)  of  the  terms  of  the  demise  corresponds, 
in  eflFect,  though  not  in  exact  words,  with  Yelverton's ;  and 
he  states  that  it  was  adjudged  that  the  action  would  not  lie^ 
because  the  executors  and  assigns  were  to  take  by  purchase 
the  term  of  twenty  years,  and  the  term  was  never  in  the 
intestate  himself  to  grant  or  dispose  of,  and  the  administrator 
should  not  take  a  thing  limited  in  purchase  to  the  executor. 

Noy^s  report  of  the  case  {k)  is  but  a  brief  note,  and  throws 
no  light  on  the  subject. 

The  conflict  of  opinion  among  the  judges  may,  perhaps,  be 
ascribed  to  the  circumstance  of  the  demise  being  presented  to 
the  court  in  different  terms. 

But  it  is  now  settled,  contrary  to  the  current  of  ancient 
authorities  (/),  that  a  lease  from  A.  to  B.  for  ninety-nine  years 
if  he  should  so  long  live,  and  after  his  death,  if  he  happen 
to  die  within  the  said  term,  or  other  end  or  determination  of 
the  said  term,  the  remainder  thereof  to  C.  for  and  during 
the  residue  of  the  said  term,  vests  in  C.  as  many  of  the 
ninety-nine  years  as  are  unexpired  at  B.'s  death;  for  the 

{%)  Mo.  666.  Mo.  247,  pL  388.    1  Bolstr.  193.   Sbep. 

(h)  Noy,  32.    Tr.  43  Eliz.  Touch.  274;  and  the  Rector  of  Che- 

(0  Cecil's  caae,  8  Dy.  253,  b.  Green  dington's  case,  1  Co.  153 :  S.  C^  nom. 

V.  Edwards,  Cro.  EUz.  216;  S.  C.  Mo.  Lloyd  v.  WUkiDson,  Mo.  478. 

297;  1  And.  258;  1  Leon.  218.    Anon. 
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word  term  in  legal  signification  may  mean  not  only  the 
estate  and  interest  which  passes  for  that  time,  bnt  also  the 
limits  and  limitation  of  time;  and  as  the  acceptation  of  that 
word  in  the  former  sense  would  frustrate,  while  in  the  latter 
it  would  promote,  the  evident  intention  of  the  parties,  the 
courts  will  construe  the  word  liberally,  ut  res  magis  valeai 
qu&m  pereat,  and  so  continue  the  term  to  C.  after  the  death 
of  B.  {m). 

The  means  provided  for  remedying  the  inconveniences 
occasioned  by  want  of  proof  of  the  decease  of  persons  upon 
whose  lives  estates  depend  will  be  noticed  at  the  end  of  the 
next  chapter. 

(m)  Wright,  or  Right,  dem.  Plow-      Eybdb  v.  Vaughan,  4  Bam.  &  Cres. 
4en  V,  Cartwright,  1  Burr.  282;  S,  C.      261-8;  S.  C.  6  Dow.  &  Ry,  U9, 
I  Ken.  529.    Co.  Lit  45,  b.    And  see 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

AS  TO  LEASES  FOR  LIYES. 

T>  ETWEEN  leases  for  years  and  leases  for  a  life  or  Ktcs 
■^^  there  are  many  important  points  of  distinction,  which 
relate  as  well  to  the  intrinsic  nature  of  the  estate  or  interest 
itself,  as  to  the  mode  of  its  creation  and  means  of  deter- 
mination. 

The  circxmistance  of  a  lease  for  life  conferring  a  freehold 
is  the  principal  characteristic  distinguishing  it  from  a  lease 
for  years,  by  which,  as  we  have  seen  (a),  the  lessee  takes  only 
a  chattel  interest. 

Another  point  of  distinction  is,  that  it  cannot  be  made  to 
commence  in  fiUuro,  supposing  the  estate  to  be  granted  by  a 
common  law  lease,  and  not  by  an  instrument  operating  under 
the  statute  of  uses  (6),  or  by  way  of  use  under  the  late  act  of 
8  &  0  Vict.  c.  106  (c),  on  account  of  the  necessity  of  its  being 
accompanied  or  perfected  by  livery  of  seisin  (rf),  respecting 
which  a  few  remarks  will  be  found  towards  the  conclusion  of 
this  chapter. 

Neither  can  it  be  created  by  parol  {e),  as  some  chattel 
leasehold  interests  may  (/). 

The  right  of  the  lessee  or  his  representatiyes  to  the  emble- 
ments, on  the  determination  of  the  tenancy,  is  another  feature 
of  distinction  between  a  lease  for  life  and  a  lease  for  a  term 
of  years  absolute. 

(a)  Ante,  p.  3.  Chap.  I. 

(b)  The  Earl  of  Leicester's  case,  1  (d)  Biffwiek's  cMe,  5  Co.  93,  b. 
Vent  278.  281,  paged  by  mistake  291.      94,  a. 

Bayley  V.  Warburton,  Com.  494-7.  (e)  8  East^  166. 

(c)  This  will  be  more  fully  noticed  CO  See  the  statute  of  frauds,  29 
in  the  chapter  which  treats  of  the  In-  Car.  2.  c  3.  And  post.  Part  the  fifth, 
strument  of  demise,post,'Part  the  Fifth,  Chi4>.  I. 
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A  lease  for  a  life  or  lives  may  be  granted  to  one  person^  or 
to  several  persons ;  and  where  granted  to  several^  the  term 
may  be  made  to  endure  for  their  joint  lives,  or  for  the  lives 
and  life  of  the  survivors  and  survivor;  or  the  lessees  may  be 
made  to  take  beneficially  in  succession ;  or  the  estate  may  be 
held  for  the  life  or  lives  of  a  stranger  or  of  strangers  alone,  or 
as  joint  cestuis  que  vie  vrith  the  lessee  or  lessees.  In  fact, 
the  modifications  of  holding  are  almost  endless. 

The  habendum  of  a  lease  for  the  lessee's  life  is  usually  to 
him  and  his  assigns  for  and  during  the  term  of  his  natural 
life;  though  less  formal  words  may  be  equally  efficacious. 
Thus,  a  demise  from  day  to  day,  or  from  week  to  week,  or 
from  month  to  month,  or  from  year  to  year,  during  the  life 
of  the  lessee,  accompanied  with  livery,  or,  if  made  since  the 
late  statute  of  7  &  8  Vict.  c.  76  (^),  without  livery,  will 
amount  to  a  good  lease  for  life  (A) .  And,  according  to  Dyer  (i), 
a  similar  interest  passed  by  a  demise  for  three  years,  and  so 
from  three  years  to  three  years  during  the  life  of  the  lessee, 
if  Uvery  were  given  j  but  where  a  lease,  unaocompanied  with 
livery,  was  made  by  a  parson  of  his  rectory  to  one  for  three 
years,  and  so  from  three  years  to  three  years,  and  so  from 
three  years  to  three  years,  during  his  life,  it  was  held  to  create 
an  interest  for  twelve  years  {k).  But  this,  it  is  submitted,  is 
altered,  as  to  the  livery,  by  the  acts  just  referred  to. 

If  a  tenant  in  fee-simple  make  a  lease  to  A.  for  life,  without 
mentioning  whose  life,  or  using  any  words  of  explanation  or 
qualification,  the  lessee's  will  be  the  life  intended,  on  the 
principle  of  construiug  the  grant  most  strongly  against  the 
lessor  (/). 


(^)  7  &  8  Vict.  c.  76.  This  act, 
whidb  proYided  (sect  2,)  for  the  con- 
yejrance  of  freeholds  by  deed  without 
livery  of  seisiii,  was  repealed  in  this 
respect  by  8  &  9  Vict,  c  106,  s.  1,  as 
from  the  1st  of  October,  1845;  aod  the 
latter  act  provided,  (sect  2,)  that  after 
that  day,  all  corporeal  tenements  and 
hereditaments,  shall,  as  regards  the 
conveyance  of  the  immediate  freehold 
thereof,  be  deemed  to  lie  in  grant  as 


well  as  livery. 

(h)  Plowd.  522.  And  see  Plowd. 
273. 

(t)  Anon.  Dy.  24,  a.  pi.  (151). 

(k)  Wrathbone  v,  Newbery,  8 
Bnlstr.  158 ;  S.  C.  nom.  Newberrie  v. 
Rathbone,  1  RoL  287.    Plowd.  273. 

(0  Co.  Lit.  42,  a.  Smith  u  Doe 
dem.  Jersey,  7  Pri.  458.  Doe  dem. 
Pritchard  v.  Dodd,  5  Bam.  &  Adol. 
689;  S.  C.  2  Nev.  &  Man.  838. 
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But  if  tenant  in  tail  made  such  a  lease  before  the  passing 
of  the  act  for  the  abolition  of  fines  and  recoveries  (m),  the 
lessor's  life  was  the  one  intended ;  for  a  different  construction 
might  have  worked  a  wrong  by  creating  a  discontinuance  (n). 
It  is  submitted^  however^  that  such  a  lease  now  made  by  a 
tenant  in  tail^  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act 
referred  to  (o),  would  pass  an  estate  for  the  life  of  the  lessee. 

Even  in  the  case  of  a  tenant  in  fee-simple,  though  a  demise, 
in  the  granting  part  of  a  lease,  to  one  for  the  term  of  hi* 
natural  life,  be  primd  facie  for  the  life  of  the  lessee,  yet 
other  parts  of  the  instrument  may  be  received  in  evidence 
to  indicate  the  life  referred  to  by  the  word  his.  Thus,  where 
A.  demised  certain  premises  to  B.,  his  executors,  adminis- 
trators, and  assigns,  habendum  to  the  said  B.,  his  executors, 
administrators,  and  assigns,  for  and  during  the  term  of  his 
natural  life ;  and  the  lease  contained  a  covenant  by  B.,  at  the 
end  of  the  said  term,  or  other  sooner  determination  of  the 
lease  by  the  death  of  the  said  A.,  or  otherwise,  to  yield  up 
the  premises;  and  a  covenant  by  A.  for  quiet  enjoyment  by 
the  lessee,  his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  during 
the  natural  life  of  A.,  the  court  held,  that  the  lease  must  be 
taken  to  have  been  granted  for  the  life  of  A.,  and  not  of  the 
party  whose  executors  and  administrators  were  included  with 
himself  in  the  grant  {p). 

When  it  is  intended  that  a  lease  to  two  or  more  persons 
shall  determine  on  the  death  of  either,  the  grant  should  be 
for  their  joint  lives. 

But  where  the  interest  is  to  continue  with  the  survivor, 
it  is  sufficient  to  grant  it  to  them  generally  for  their  lives, 
without  inserting  words  of  survivorship,  which,  however,  are 
perfectly  harmless  (g) ;  and,  on  the  death  of  either,  the  entire 
estate  will  survive  to  the  other  (r).     But  if  the  lease  be 

(m)  3  &  4  W.  4.  c.  74.  (p)  Doe  dem.  Pritchard  r.  Dodd,  5 

(n)  Co.  Lit  42,  a.    Diacontinnaace  Bani.&  AdoL689;  S.C.  2  Nev.  &  Man. 

was  in  effect  abolished  by  ibe  late  sta-  838. 

tate  of  limitations,  3  &  4  W.  4,  c.  27.  (q)  4  Co.  63,  b. 

«.  39.    For  the  law  respecting  leases  (r)  Bradnell'scaae,5Co.  9,a.  Anon. 

by  Tenants  in  tail,  see  ante,  p.  65.  1  And.  151,  case  199.      1  BrownL  it 

(o)  3  &  4  W.  4.  c  74.  Gold.  30.    And  see  Newman  r.  Dan* 
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granted  for  a  certain  term  of  years  if  the  lessees  shall  so  long 
live^  the  interest  will  determine  by  the  death  of  one. 

Where  a  lease  is  made  to  two  for  their  lives,  they  should 
cautiously  abstain  from  making  partition,  the  effect  of  which 
is  to  constitute  each  of  them  tenant  for  his  own  life  of  his 
own  moiety,  and  thus  defeat  the  possibility  of  his  taking  the 
other  moiety  by  survivorship.  On  the  death  of  either,  his 
share  will  revert  to  the  lessor  («).  If,  instead  of  being  tenants 
for  their  lives,  the  lessees  hold  for  years,  with  a  proviso  deter- 
mining the  lease  on  their  deaths  within  the  term,  and  they 
make  partition,  on  the  death  of  either,  his  assignee,  or  exe- 
cutors, as  the  case  may  be,  will  be  entitled  to  lus  share 
during  the  life  of  the  survivor  (t). 

Where  an  agreement  was  entered  into  in  the  following 
terms  : — "  Agreed  this  day  to  let  to  Mr.  Smith  my  house, 
situate  in  the  Wardwicke,  Derby,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
thirty  guineas,  he  paying  the  taxes ;  also  an  inclosure  called 
the  Gallows  Intack,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  7/.:  the  above 
agreement  to  continue  during  my  life,  supposing  it  to  be 
occupied  by  himself  or  a  tenant  agreeable  to  me :  a  clause 
to  be  added  in  the  lease  to  give  my  son  a  power  to  take  the 
house  for  himself,  if  he  chooses,  when  he  comes  of  age  :'^  and 
a  question  arose,  what  interest  the  tenant  was  entitled  to 
under  it ;  the  court  said,  that  it  would  be  a  lease  for  the  joint 
lives  of  the  lessor  and  lessee,  with  proper  covenants  to  restrain 
him  from  parting  with  the  personal  occupation  of  the  premises 
during  his  life,  without  her  consent :  that  the  first  material 
words  '^  that  the  agreement  is  to  continue  during  my  Ufe** 
imported  that  the  term  could  in  no  event  exceed  the  lessor's 
life;  and  that  the  words  ^^supposing  it  to  be  occupied  by  himself, 
or  a  tenant  agreeable  to  me"  were  words  of  condition  requir- 
ing the  lessee  either  personally  to  occupy  the  premises,  or  to 
occupy  them  by  some  other  tenant  agreeable  to  the  lessor,  still 

age's  case,  1  Dy.  46,  a.  30  Ass.  8.  and  the  life  of  each.    Smith  v.  Oakes, 

Fitzpatrick  v.  Hawkesworth,  1  Crawf.  14  Sim.  122. 

&  Dix,  554.    The  words  during  their  («)  4  Co.  73,  b.    30  Ass.  8. 

j(nni  and  natural  lives,  in  hteiilement,  {t)  Farington*s  case,  1  Dy.  67,  a. 

held  to  mean,  during  their  j<nnt  lives,  pi.  (18). 
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regarding  it^  however^  aa  in  effect  the  occupation  of  the  lessee 
himself;  that  his  interest^  therefore^  ended  with  his  life ;  and, 
as  he  continued  in  possession  to  the  last  upon  the  terms  of 
the  agreement,  the  court  could  not  refer  his  possession  to 
any  other  title,  and  consequently  held,  that  an  ejectment 
was  well  brought  against  his  executrix  upon  his  death  with- 
out giving  her  any  notice  to  quit  («). 

In  a  late  case  {x),  J.C.,  by  indenture,  dated  29th  Sept.  1779, 
duly  enrolled,  between  himself  of  the  one  part,  and  Mary 
Edwards  of  the  other  part,  demised  certain  premises  to  the 
said  Mary  Edwards,  to  hold  the  same  to  her  and  her  heirs 
"  for  and  during  the  natural  lives  of  the  said  Mary's  son,  John 
Edwards,  her  daughter,  Martha  Edwards,  and  Alexander 
Edwards's  grand-daughter,  and  the  life  of  the  survivor  of 
them.''  Alexander  was  a  son  of  Mary :  he  never  had  a 
grand-daughter  prior  to,  nor  at  the  time  of  making  the 
indenture,  but  he  had  a  daughter  Elizabeth  and  two  other 
children  then  living,  and  Elizabeth  had  a  daughter  in  1797; 
and  since  that  time,  and  during  the  lives  of  John  and  Martha, 
two  of  the  cestuis  que  vie  named  in  the  lease,  Alexander  had 
twelve  other  grand-daughters,  all  of  whom  were  living  at  the 
time  of  the  trial;  Martha  died  in  1830,  and  John  in  1 835 ;  and 
the  question  was,  whether  the  estate  created  by  the  lease  was 
or  was  not  determined  by  the  death  of  John.  The  defend- 
ant contended  that  the  lease  was  to  endure  for  the  life  of 
Alexander's  first  daughter  who  should  come  in  esse  after  the 
making  of  the  lease,  or  any  grand-daughter  living  at  the 
death  of  the  two  other  cestuis  que  vie  named,  and,  conse- 
quently, that  it  did  not  determine  on  the  death  of  John 
Edwards.  The  court  said,  that  the  only  doubt  was  whether 
any  estate  passed  at  all;  but,  being  bound  to  construe  the 
lease  most  strongly  against  the  grantor,  they  ought  to  hold 
that  it  did  pass  some  estate,  but  that  they  could  not  engraft 
upon  the  words  of  the  limitation  the  name  of  a  person  not 

(«)  Doe  dem.  Bromfield  v.  Smith,      1  Mees.  6l  Wei.  553;  S.  C.  1  Tjrw.  & 
6  East,  530;  S.  C.  2  Smith,  570.  Gr.  1006;  2  Gale,  137. 

(x)  Doe  dem.  Pemberton  v.  Edwards, 
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then  in  existence;  and  it  was  held^  that  the  estate  was  good 
for  the  two  lives,  but  not  for  that  not  in  existence  at  the  time 
the  lease  was  granted. 

Until  lately,  if  a  lease  were  made  by  indenture  inter  partes, 
several  persons  could  not  take  as  joint  lessees  for  lives  unless 
they  were  all  named  parties  to  the  deed  {y);  but  this  has  been 
altered  in  some  respects  by  two  recent  acts.  The  former  (r) 
provided  (a),  that  any  person  not  being  a  party  to  any  deed 
might  take  an  immediate  benefit  under  it,  in  the  same  manner 
as  he  might  under  a  deed-poll ;  but  did  not  extend  to  leases 
made  before  the  1st  of  January,  1845  {b) ;  and  at  best  it  was 
open  to  much  objection,  by  its  referring  to  a  deed-poll  as  the 
apparent  standard  for  measuring  the  amount  of  benefit  taken 
by  the  person  not  party  to  the  deed,  as  it  precluded  him  from 
taking  advantage  of  an  estoppel,  which,  as  we  have  seen  (c),  can 
only  arise  in  cases  where  an  indenture  is  adopted.  But  the 
provision  has  since  been  repealed  by  the  statute  of  8  &  9  Vict, 
c.  106  (d),  which  enacted  (e),  that,  under  an  indenture  executed 
after  the  1st  of  October,  1845,  an  immediate  estate  or  interest 
in  any  tenements  or  hereditaments,  and  the  benefit  of  a  con- 
dition or  covenant  respecting  any  tenements  or  hereditaments, 
may  be  taken,  although  the  taker  thereof  be  not  named  a 
party  to  the  same  indenture.  The  old  law,  therefore,  must 
be  applied  to  cases  where  the  lease  was  made  previously  to 
1845. 

The  lessees  are  sometimes  appointed  to  take  successively  in 
the  order  in  which  their  names  occur  in  the  demise;  as  where 
a  lease  was  made  to  B.  O.,  "  habendimi  to  him  and  Joan  his 
wife  for  their  lives,  et  eorum  diviius  viventi  successive  uni  post 
alteram  sicut  scribuntur  et  nominantur  in  ordine";  this  was 
held  to  be  a  good  remainder  to  Joan  (/). 

It  appears  to  be  immaterial  whether  all  the  lessees,  or  one 

(y)   Windsmore    v.   Hobart,  Hob.  (6)  Sect  13. 

313.  Kirkman  v.  Reignold^  2  Leon.  1.  (c)  Ante,  p.  55. 

Anon.  3  Leon.  34.  (c2)  8  &  9  Vict  c.  106,  <<  An  act  to 

(«)  7  &  8  Vict  c.  77,  «*  An  act  to  amend  the  law  of  real  property." 

amplify  the  transfer  of  property.'*  (e)  Sect  5. 

(a)  Sect  n.  (/)  Wheadont^. Sugg, CrcJac. 372. 
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of  them  only^  be  named  in  the  premises^  if  the  habendnm 
seyer  their  interests  by  giving  successive  estates  for  life. 
Accordingly^  if  land  be  leased  to  three  by  the  premises^  with 
an  habendum  to  one  for  life^  remainder  to  another  for  life, 
remainder  to  the  third  for  life,  they  will  take  in  succession, 
and  not  as  joint-tenants  {g). 

A  similar  case  is  to  be  found  in  Moore's  Reports  (A).  A 
lease  was  made  to  three  persons,  habendum  to  them  and  to 
the  survivor  of  them  in  manner  and  form  following,  viz.,  to 
one  for  life,  remainder  to  the  other  for  life,  remainder  to  the 
third  for  life ;  Brown  thought  that  the  habendum  was  void, 
and  that  the  lessees  were  joint-tenants ;  but  Dyer  and  Weston 
held,  that  this  did  not  confer  a  joint  tenancy  on  the  lessees, 
but  that  they  took  by  way  of  remainder. 

So,  where  a  lease  was  made  to  a  mother  and  son,  habendum 
to  them  for  the  term  of  their  lives,  and  the  life  of  the  longest 
liver  of  them,  successively  to  one  of  them  after  the  other,  as 
was  directed  in  the  indenture,  and  not  jointly,  the  court  held, 
that  the  entire  fireehold  was  in  the  mother  only,  with  the 
remainder  to  the  son,  and  not  in  both  jointly  (t). 

In  one  of  the  early  cases  above  cited  {k),  Weston  said,  that 
by  custom  in  the  west  country  a  lease  to  three,  habendum 
successive  should  enure  by  way  of  remainder,  the  lessees 
taking  in  priority  as  they  were  named  in  the  lease. 

But,  in  the  absence  of  custom,  to  enable  the  lessees  to  take 
in  this  manner,  the  order  of  succession  must  be  clearly  ascer- 
tainable from  the  terms  of  the  deed.  In  Windsmore  v.  Ho- 
bart  (/)  above  quoted,  a  leading  case  on  this  subject,  it  appears, 
that  by  indenture  between  Lord  Sturton  and  Thomas  Hobart, 
the  former  demised  to  the  said  Thomas  Hobart  certain  pre- 
mises, to  hold  to  the  said  Thomas  Hobart,  and  Nicholas,  John, 
and  Henry  Hobart,  his  sons,  for  the  term  of  their  lives,  and  the 

(g)    Anon.    Dy.   160,  b.  pi.  (43).  (0   Windsmore,  or  Winsmor^  v. 

Plowd.  153,  a.  COWL,  eannoi  be  relied  Hobart,  Hob.  313;  HattST;  S.  a  noin. 

on.  Windsmore  v.  Hubbard,  Gro.  Elii.  57; 

(A)  Anon.  Mo.  26.  pL  87.  Ow.  138;  S.  C.  nom.  Windsmore  v. 

(t)  Anon.  3  Dy.  361,  a.  pi.  (8).  Hulbord,  Godb.  51 ;   cited,  Cro.  Jae. 

{k)  Anon.  Mo.  26.  pi  87  564. 
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life  of  the  survivor  of  them^  successively;  and  the  court  was 
clearly  of  opinion^  Ist^  that  the  sons,  not  being  parties  to  the 
deed,  could  not  take  in  possession ;  2ndly,  that  they  could  not 
take  jointly  by  way  of  remainder,  because  of  the  word  nu:- 
cessive;  and,  Srdly,  that  they  could  not  take  in  succession,  for 
the  uncertainty  who  should  begin,  and  who  should  follow  (m). 
The  like  point  was  raised  in  the  case  of  Greenwood  v. 
Tyber,  or  Tyler  (n).  There,  by  indenture  between  Arthur 
Long  and  Alice  his  wife  of  the  one  part,  and  John  Fisher  of 
the  other  part,  the  premises  in  question  were  demised  to  the 
said  John  Fisher,  and  Anne  his  wife,  and  Joan  their  daughter, 
habendum  to  them,  tU  supradictum  est,  et  eorum  diutius 
viventi  successive,  from  Michaelmas  following,  for  the  term 
of  their  lives,  rendering  annually  during  their  lives,  ut  supra-^ 
dictum  est,  \is,  4sd.  at  the  two  usual  feasts,  and  a  heriot  after 
the  death  of  every  of  them.  After  agreeing  that  Anne  and 
Joan  could  not  take  as  joint-tenants  with  John  Fisher,  on 
account  of  their  being  omitted  as  parties  to  the  indenture, 
the  court  resolved,  that  they  should  take  by  way  of  remainder 
the  one  after  the  other,  and  as  if  the  clause  had  been  in  the 
deed,  sicut  nominantur  in  chartd,  as  Dy.  361  (o) ;  for,  unless 
they  should  take  in  that  way,  the  deed  would  be  void  as  to 


(m)  And  see  Mo.  26.  pi.  87 ;  and 
Owen  V.  App  Rees,  Cro.  Car.  94 ;  S.  C. 
nom.  Owen  v.  Price,  Hetl.  22.  Anon. 
Mo.  8.  pi.  32.  Bro.  Ab.  Leases,  pi.  54. 
B.  N.  C.  127,  the  second  page  of  that 
number,  tit.  Joyntenants.  The  paging 
of  B.  N.  C.  is  very  faulty  throughout. 

(n)  Greenwood  v.  Tyber,  Cro.  Jac. 
563;  S.  C.  Hob.  314,  nom.  Greenwood 
V.  Tyler.  Hobart  gives  the  habendum 
in  diese  terms  :^^Habend.  lee  dits 
tenements  al  John  Fisher  et  Anne  sa 
femme  et  Johan  lour  file  et  eorum 
diutius  yiven.  successiy^  a  festo  S. 
Michaelis  Archangeli,  donque  prochein 
ensuant  le  date  del  dit  indenture  usque 
le  fine  et  terme  de  lour  vies  naturall, 
redant  proinde  annuatim  durant.  vitis 
Siuis  ut  prsedict  est  le  yearly  rent  de 
13*.  4<2.,  ovesque  nn  harriot  de  lour 


best  animal  post  eorum  deeessum  sire 
exitum,  Anglic^,  going  out,  cujuslibet 
eorum:  ove  covenant  de  part  John 
Fisher  et  sa  femme  et  Johanne  lour 
file  de  payer  touts  free  rents  et  antres 
charges  and  duties  issuant  hors  de 
ceste  terre  durant  lour  vies  ut  profertur 
apres  le  feast  d.  S.  Michael  avant  dit." 

Palmer,  who  reports  the  case,  p.  29, 
nom.  Tyler  v.  Fisher  &  Greenwood, 
gives  the  habendum  thus : — *^  Haben- 
dum al  eux  et  diutius  viventium  pur 
lour  vies  successive  del  jour  de  S. 
Mich,  proch.  ensuant  le  jour  apres 
Mich." ;  but  makes  no  mention  of  the 
words,  «<  wipradict'wm,  est,  on  which, 
according  to  Croke,  so  much  stress 
seems  to  have  been  laid  by  the  judges 
of  the  King's  Bench. 

(o)  Noticed  sup.  p.  684. 
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them^  wliich  the  law  would  not  permit,  if  by  any  means  or 
construction  it  could  be  made  good :  that  by  this  construction, 
that  the  husband  first  should  have  it,  and  afterwards  the  feme, 
and  afterwards  the  daughter,  every  part  of  the  deed  would 
stand  and  be  good;  and  that  this  was  enforced  by  the  words 
ui  supradictum  est,  which  was  as  if  they  had  been  named. 
They  said  also  that  the  case  was  distinguishable  from  Winds- 
more  V,  Hobart  {p),  principally  on  the  ground  that  the  latter 
did  not  show  which  of  the  brothers  should  take  before  the 
other;  while  in  the  principal  case,  the  first  part  of  the  deed, 
and  not  the  habendum  only,  showed  that  they  should  all  take; 
that  the  limitation  ut  supradictum  est  showed  that  the  lessor 
intended  such  one  aft;er  the  other;  that  the  reservation  of 
the  rent  and  heriot,  ut  supradictum  est,  showed  that  the  one 
after  the  other  should  pay  the  rent  and  heriot;  that  the 
limitation  was,  et  eorum  dkUius  viveni.  successive,  et  vwent. 
successive  (g),  for  the  term  of  their  lives;  the  successive  being 
before  the  limitation  for  all  their  liyes ;  that  in  the  other  case 
(Windsmore  v.  Hobart)  the  limitation  was  to  them  for  the 
term  of  their  lives,  and  then  the  successive  did  not  divide  it ; 
therefore  it  much  differed  from  the  said  case.  And  it  was 
adjudged  that  the  lease  in  question  was  good  by  way  of  re- 
mainder. But  a  writ  of  error  being  brought  in  the  Exchequer 
Chamber,  the  matter  was  ultimately  settled  by  compromise; 
but  not  before  the  judges  there  had  intimated  their  opinion 
that  there  was  no  material  difference  between  Windsmore  r. 
Hobart  and  the  principal  case,  so  that  the  judgments  could 
not  stand  both  together. 

Remainder-men  may  thus  take  in  succession,  though  they 
be  not  parties  to  the  indenture  of  demise  (r) ;  in  which  respect 
they  differ  firom  joint  lessees  for  lives,  in  cases  not  affected  by 
the  late  acts  above  referred  to. 

Where,  in  consequence  of  their  not  being  named  parties  to 
the  indenture,  persons  cannot  take  as  joint-tenants  with  the 

{p)  Ante,  p.  684.  nvi  are  repeated  by  miiitakiw 

(q)  So  in  Cro.  Jae.  564,  though  it         (r)    Wmdonore   v,   Hobart,   aopi 
seems  that  the  words  et  vhaU.  tueeet-      Greenwood  r.  Tyber,  sap. 
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lessee  named  a  party:  and  where,  in  consequence  of  the  con- 
structiou  of  the  insLnent,  the;  cannot  ^e  in  remainder, 
their  lives  will  form  no  part  of  the  limitation  of  the  estate ; 
but  the  lessee^  party  to  the  deed,  will  hold  for  his  own  life 
only(«). 

Leases  are  frequently  made  for  the  lives  of  the  lessees 
themselves  and  of  persons  strangers  to  the  lease.  These  are 
good  limitations,  and  create  an  interest  for  all  the  lives  named. 
Thus,  if  a  lease  be  made  to  one  for  his  own  life  and  the  lives 
of  two  others,  the  interest  will  endure  for  the  three  lives ; 
and  although  the  lessee  cannot  in  his  own  person  have  any 
benefit  beyond  his  own  life,  yet  he  may  grant  it  to  another; 
and  his  underlessee,  or  assignee,  may  enjoy  the  premises  after 
his  death  (/). 

It  is  a  common  practice  to  grant  leases  for  the  lives  of 
persons  unconnected  alike  with  the  estate  or  contracting 
parties ;  and  the  interest  may  be  made  to  determine,  as  in 
the  case  of  several  lessees,  on  the  death  of  one,  or  to  continue 
until  the  decease  of  the  survivor  of  the  cestuis  que  vie.  If  it 
be  granted  for  the  lives  of  two  or  more  persons,  it  will  endure 
until  the  death  of  the  survivor,  without  words  expressive  of 
its  continuance  during  the  life  of  the  survivor;  for  the  lessee 
has  an  estate  of  freehold  by  way  of  limitation  during  the 
lives  of  the  cestuis  que  vie,  and,  by  construction  of  law, 
during  the  life  of  the  survivor  (te).  But  a  lease  for  100  years 
if  two  or  more  persons  shall  so  long  live,  will  determine  by 
the  death  of  one ;  the  lease  in  that  case  being  conditional, 
and  not  determinable  by  limitation  of  estate,  and  the  lives 
being  collateral  to  the  lease,  which  is  but  a  chattel  {x). 

A  lease  pur  autre  vie  confers  an  estate  of  freehold  simply, 
and  not  a  freehold  of  inheritance  (y).    The  heir  may  take  as 

(«)  KirkmAD  v.  Reignold,  2  Leon.  1.  (u)  Brudnell's  case,  5  Co.  9,  a. 

(0  Roo8  V.  Adwick,  Cro.  Eliz.  491;  (x)  Ibid. 

S.  C.  nom.  Roese's  case,  5  Co.  13,  a;  (^)  Grey  v.  Mannock,  2  Ed.  339; 

S.  C.  nom.  RooB  v,  Adwick,  Mo.  398;  dted,  6  Term  Rep.  292.    Doe  dem. 

S.  C.  nom.  Rosee  v,  Ardwick,  Gouldsb.  Blake  v.  Luxton,  6  Term  Rep.  289. 

157.    Utty  Dale's  case,  Cro.  Eliz.  182.  Low  v.  Barron,  3  P.  Wms.  262;  S.  C. 

And  see  Anon.  Mo.  8.  pi.  32.    Hills  r.  2  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  394.  pi.  I.    Baker  v. 

Hills,  Mo.  876.  Bayley,  2  Vem.  225. 
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special  occupant^  and  hence  the  term  deicendible  freehold 
has,  with  no  great  propriety  perhaps,  been  applied  to  it ;  for 
it  must  be  remembered  that  he  does  not  succeed  to  the  pos- 
session on  any  principle  of  inheritance,  but  simply  by  being 
specially  designated  in  the  lease  as  the  successor  of  the 
lessee  (z) .  An  interest  of  this  kind  confers  no  title  to  dower  (a) ; 
nor  is  it  within  the  statute  De  donis  (6). 

But  if  a  lease  be  made  to  a  man  and  his  heirs,  during  three 
lives,  of  lands  in  borough-English,  the  freehold  will  derolye 
on  the  youngest  son,  though  it  be  a  newly  created  estate; 
because  the  custom  is  so  annexed  to  the  land  as  to  affect  that 
estate  (c). 

Sometimes  the  demise  pur  autre  vie  is  to  the  lessee  his 
heirs  and  assigns;  sometimes,  to  him,  his  executors,  adminis- 
trators, and  assigns. 

At  common  law,  where  the  grant  was  to  the  lessee  pur  autre 
vie,  without  naming  some  one  to  succeed  him,  any  person, 
after  his  death,  might  enter  on  the  vacant  possession,  and 
enjoy  the  estate,  as  general  occupant,  until  the  death  of  the 
survivor  of  the  cestuis  que  vie  (rf). 

By  making  the  grant  to  the  lessee,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
the  heir  succeeded  as  special  occupant. 

Whether  the  executor  or  administrator  could  take  as  spe* 
cial  occupant  has  been  the  subject  of  some  diversity  of 
opinion,  authorities  of  eminence  being  found  on  each  side. 
Lord  Hardwicke  (e)  and  Lord  Eldon  (/)  considered  that  they 
could ;  but  Lord  Bedesdale  thought  otherwise,  and  referred 
to  the  statute  of  frauds,  which,  he  said,  seemed  to  have  sup- 
posed that  there  could  be  no  special  occupant  to  take  on 
the  death  of  a  person  holding  pur  autre  vie,   except  his 


(e)  Ibid.  Bipley  v.  Waterworth,  7 
Vea.  437-8.    And  see  7  Vee.  443. 

(a)  Low  V.  Burron,  sup. 

(5)  Baker  v.  Bayley,  sup.  Low  v. 
Burron,  sup. 

(c)  Baxter  v,  DoudsweU,  or  Dowda- 
weU,  2  Lev.  138;  S.  C.  3  Keb.  475. 
Townaend's  case,  cited,  2  Ld.  Ra^m. 
1028.    Gementa  v,  Scudamore,  Salk. 


243.    Baker  v.  Baylej,  2  Vem.  225-6L 

(d)  Co.  Lit  41,b. 

(«)  Puke  of  Marlborough  r.  Lord 
Godolphin,  2ye8.61.80.  Williams  v. 
Jekyl,  EUiot  v.  Jekyl,  2  Ve8.681.  West- 
£Eding  o.  Westfaling,  3  Atk.  460.  466. 

(/)  Ripley  v,  Waterwortli,  7  Ve«. 
425.  Milner  v.  Lord  Harewood,  18 
Vea.  273. 
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heir  {ff).  The  better  opinion,  however,  appears  to  be,  that 
executors  or  administrators  can  take  as  special  occupants 
things  lying  in  livery ;  but  not  such  as  lie  in  grant,  the  latter 
being  incapable  of  occupation,  and  the  freehold  in  the  former 
never  devolving  on  them  in  their  representative  capacity  (h). 

The  practical  importance  of  the  question,  as  far  as  it  relates 
to  our  subject,  was  superseded  by  the  statute  of  frauds  (i), 
which  provided  (A:),  that  from  thenceforth  any  estate  pur  autre 
vie  should  be  devisable  by  a  will  in  writing,  with  certain  forma- 
lities ;  and  if  no  such  devise  thereof  should  be  made,  the  same 
should  be  chargeable  in  the  hands  of  the  heir,  if  it  should 
come  to  him  by  reason  of  a  special  occupancy,  as  assets  by 
descent,  as  in  case  of  lands  in  fee-simple ;  and  that  in  case 
there  should  be  no  special  occupant  thereof,  it  should  go  to 
the  executors  or  administrators  of  the  party  that  had  the 
estate  thereof  by  virtue  of  the  grant,  and  should  be  assets  in 
their  hands. 

Still,  as  in  cases  where  no  devise  was  made  of  such  estates, 
it  was  questionable  to  whom  the  surplus,  after  payment  of  the 
debts  of  the  deceased  owner,  would  belong,  it  was  afterwards 
enacted  (/),  that  such  estates  pur  autre  vie,  in  case  there 
should  be  no  special  occupant  thereof,  of  which  no  devise 
should  have  been  made  according  to  the  said  act  for  preven- 
tion of  frauds  and  perjuries,  or  so  much  thereof  as  should 
not  have  been  so  devised,  should  go,  be  applied,  and  distri- 
buted, in  the  same  manner  as  the  personal  estate  of  the 
testator  or  intestate. 


(g)  Campbell  v.  Sandys,  1  Scho.  & 
Lef.  288.  His  Lordship  referred  to 
Rol.  Ab.  Occupant,  G.  2,  and  3  Dy. 
328,  b.  pi.  (10).  Lord  Windsor's  case, 
3  Leon.  35,  semb.  S.  C  Com.  Dig. 
Estates,  F.  L  Salter  v.  Butler,  Cro. 
Eliz.  901 ;  S.  C.  Yelv.  9  ;  Noy,  46  ; 
S.  C.  nom.  Salter  v.  Boteler,  Mo.  664. 

(A)  Bac.  Ab.  Estate  for  Life  and  Oc- 
cupancy, [B].  3.  And  see  Savery  v. 
Dyer,  Ambl.  140;  S,C.  1  Dick.  162. 


Butl.  n.  to  Co.  Lit  Index,  tit  Dower, 
in  1 3th  Ed.  fol.,  A.D.  1 788.  Hargr.  Co. 
Lit  4 1,  b.  n.  (4).  And  a  valuable  note, 
Sugd.  Pow.  6th  Ed.  Vol.  i.,  p.  245. 
St.  John's  College  v,  Fleming,  2  Vem. 
320;  S.  C.  1  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  275.  pi.  12 ; 
and  Raithby's  note  to  Vem.  3  P.  Wros. 
264.  n.  [D].  6th  Ed. 

(t)  29  Car.  2.  c.  3. 

(*)  Sect  12. 

(/)  14  Geo.  2.  c  20.  s.  9. 
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Previously  to  this  statute^  the  administrator  took  the  sur- 
plus for  his  own  benefit  as  a  general  occupant  (m). 

Further  provision  has  been  made  upon  the  sub)ect  by  the 
late  act  for  the  amendment  of  the  laws  with  respect  to 
wills  (n) ;  the  second  section  of  which  repeals  (among  other 
matters)  so  much  of  the  statute  of  frauds  as  related  to  the 
devise  of  any  estate  pur  autre  vie^  or  to  any  such  estate  being 
assets ;  and  also  so  much  of  the  act  of  14  Geo.  2.  c.  20,  as 
related  to  estates  pur  autre  vie,  except  so  feur  as  the  same  acts 
or  either  of  them  related  to  any  wills  or  estates  pur  autre  yie 
to  which  the  act  now  under  notice  does  not  extend. 

After  enabling  (o)  persons  to  dispose  of  their  real  and  per- 
sonal estate  by  will,  and  declaring  that  the  power  thereby 
given  shall  extend  to  estates  pur  autre  vie,  whether  there 
shall  or  shall  not  be  any  special  occupant  thereof,  and  whether 
the  same  shall  be  freehold,  customary  freehold,  tenant  right, 
customary  or  copyhold,  or  of  any  other  tenure,  and  whether 
the  same  shall  be  a  corporeal  or  an  incorporeal  hereditament, 
it  was  further  enacted  {p),  that  if  no  disposition  by  will  shall 
be  made  of  any  estate  pur  autre  vie  of  a  freehold  nature,  the 
same  shall  be  chargeable  in  the  hands  of  the  heir,  if  it  shall 
come  to  him  by  reason  of  special  occupancy,  as  assets  by 
descent,  as  in  the  case  of  freehold  land  in  fee-simple ;  and  in 
case  there  shall  be  no  special  occupant  of  any  estate  pur  autre 
vie,  whether  freehold  or  customary  freehold,  tenant  right, 
customary  or  copyhold,  or  of  any  other  tenure,  and  whether 
a  corporeal  or  incorporeal  hereditament,  it  shall  go  to  the 
executor  or  administrator  of  the  party  that  had  the  estate 
thereof  by  virtue  of  the  grant ;  and  if  the  same  shall  come  to 
the  executor  or  administrator  either  by  reason  of  a  special 
occupancy  or  by  virtue  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  assets  in  his 
hands,  and  shall  go  and  be  applied  and  distributed  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  personal  estate  of  the  testator  or  intestate. 

(m)  Oldhiun  v.  Pickering,  12  Mod.  Salk.  137. 
103;   S.  C.  2  Salk.  464  ;   Carth.  376 ;  («)  1  Vict  c.  26. 

Comb.  388.  475;  Holt,  503;  S.  C.  nom.  (o)  Sect  3. 

Olderoon  v.  Pickering,  1  Ld.  Raym.  96 ;  (jp)  Sect  6. 

S.   C.  nom.  Oldison  v.  Pickering,    2 
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The  act  does  not  extend  to  any  will  made  before  the  Ist  of 
Januaiy,  1838 ;  nor  to  any  estate  pur  autre  vie  of  any  person 
who  died  before  that  day  (g). 

Two  attesting  witnesses  are  substituted  (r)  for  the  three 
required  by  the  statute  of  firauds. 

If  the  lease  be  granted  to  a  man,  his  heirs,  executors, 
administrators,  and  assigns,  the  heir,  in  default  of  a  devise, 
will  take  as  special  occupant,  in  preference  to  the  executor  or 
administrator  («). 

Where  lands  were  devised  to  Hannah  Tinunis,  her  heirs  and 
assigns,  to  hold  to  the  said  Hannah  Timmis  and  her  assigns 
during  the  life  of  Gteorge  Timmis ;  and  a  question  arose,  who 
was  entitled  to  take  as  special  occupant  on  the  decease  of  the 
lessee,  her  heir  or  executor ;  the  court  held,  that,  as  the  haben- 
dum could  not  be  rejected  altogether,  as  the  effect  of  that 
would  be  to  give  an  estate  in  fee  to  Hannah  Timmis,  where- 
as the  estate  intended  to  be  given  to  her  was  for  the  life  of 
Greorge  Tinmiis;  no  doubt  could  be  entertained  that  the  words 
'^  during  the  life  of  George  Timmis  ^^  must  be  allowed  to 
limit  the  duration  of  the  estate,  and  to  explain  and  qualify 
the  meaning  of  the  word  heim  in  the  premises,  so  as  to 
make  the  person  designated  by  that  word  take  as  special 
occupant  (^. 

In  the  case  of  an  agreement  for  a  lease  for  lives,  the 
privilege  of  naming  them  belongs  to  the  lessee  (i«) ;  but  he 
cannot  name  lives  not  in  existence  at  the  making  of  the 
agreement  [x). 

Demises  of  corporeal  hereditaments  for  a  freehold  interest, 
if  made  by  a  commom  law  lease,  must  be  perfected  by 
livery  of  seisin  (y);  and,  as  livery  must  operate  instanter  (^),  it 

(9)  Sect.  34.  (S^)  Barwick's  case,  5  Co.  PS^b.  The 

(r)  Sect.  9.  reader  is  referred  to  Part  the  Fifth, 

(«)  Atkinson  v.  Baker,  4  Term  Rep.  Chap.  I.,  for  the  law  renting  to  the 

229.  Instrument  of  demise,  and  the  effect 

(0  Doe  dem.  Timmis  v.  Steele,  4  of  the  late  acts  of  7  &  8  Vict.  e.  76,  and 

Q.  B.  663;  S.  C.  3  6a.  &  Dav.  622.  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  106. 

(«)  Twyfordv.  Bnckly, 3Keb.203.  (s)  Barwick's  case,  sup.    Butleri^. 

\x)  Wheeler  v,  D'Esterre,  2  Dow  Fincher,  2  Bulstr.  302 ;  S.  C.  1  Rol. 

P.  C.  359.  229.    Greenwood  v.  Tyber,  or  Tyler, 
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follows  that  such  a  freehold  lease  cannot  be  made  to  com- 
mence injutwro  (a).  If  it  purport  to  commence  at  a  future 
day^  it  is  a  nullity  tiU  seisin  be  delivered ;  and  the  fr-eehold  in 
the  interval  remains  in  the  lessor  (£).  The  same  restriction^ 
however^  does  not  apply  to  limitations  under  the  statute  of 
uses  [c),  by  which  a  freehold  interest  may  take  effect  though 
granted  to  commence  at  a  future  day^  the  immediate  freehold 
residting  in  the  meantime  to  the  grantor  {d) ;  and  hence  we 
find  that  livery  is  not  necessary  to  the  validity  of  a  lease  for 
life  made  in  pursuance  of  a  power,  unless  expressly  required, 
though  if  made  it  will  not  prejudice  the  lease  [e). 

Seisin  may  be  delivered  either  by  the  lessor  himself,  or  by 
his  attorney.  If  delivered  by  the  former,  a  freehold  lease 
may  be  good,  though  purporting,  with  reference  to  its  dat^ 
to  commence  in  fiUurOy  provided  the  solemnity  of  livery  be 
deferred  untU  after  the  day  appointed  for  the  commencement 
of  the  term  (/).  When  delivered  by  the  latter,  a  distinction 
was  recognised  in  the  early  cases  between  a  general  and  a 
special  power  of  attorney ;  and  it  was  held  (^),  that,  under  a 
general  power  given  by  the  lease  to  deliver  seisin,  the  attorney 
could  not  give  validity  to  a  lease  professing  to  grant  a  freehold 
in  futurOf  by  postponing  livery  till  the  arrival  of  the  day  of 
commencement.  At  the  same  time,  it  was  well  understood 
that  such  a  lease  might  be  supported  by  livery  .made  after  the 


Cro.  Jac.  563  ;  S.  C.  Hob.  314  ;  S.  C. 
nom.  Tyler  v.  Fisher  and  Greenwood, 
Pa]m.  29;  cited,  Cro.  Car.  95.  Tiler's 
case,  2  Rol.  366,  misprinted  368,  semb. 
S.  C.  Hatter  v.  Ash,  1  Ld.  Raym.  84; 
S.  C.  3  Ley.  438.  Co.  Lit  217,  a. 

(a)  Ibid. 

(5)  Freeman  dem.  Vernon  v.  West, 
2  Wils.  165-7.  Barwick's  case,  sup. 
Walker  v.  The  Dean  and  Chapter  of 
Norwich,  Ow.  136. 

(0  27  Hen.  8.  c.  10. 

((0  1  Sand,  on  Uses,  142,  5th  ed. 
by  Sand.  &  Warn. 

(e)  The  E^l  of  Leicester's  case,  1 
Vent.  278.  281,  paged  291  by  mistake. 
Bayley  v.  Warburton,  Com.  494-7. 

(/)  Butler  t>.  Fincher,  sup.    Green- 


wood V.  Tyber,  or  Ty^er,  sup.  Anon.  2 
Kol.  109.  Tiler's  case,  sup.  And  see 
Banks  v.  Brown,  Mo.  759.  Freemaa 
dem.  Vernon  v.  West,  2  Wik.  165-7. 

(gr)  Greenwood  x.  Tyber,  or  Tyler, 
sup.  Cro.  Eiiz.  585.  Anon«  2  Rol.  109. 
Tiler's  case,  sup.  Owoi  v.  App  Rees, 
Cro.  Car.  94 ;  S.  C,  nom.  Owen  «. 
Price,  Heti.  22.  Hennings  v.  Panchai^ 
den,  Cro.  Jac.  153.  Mellows  v.  May, 
Cro.  Eliz.  873;  S.C.  Mo. 636;  the  liar- 
mer  of  which  reports  states,  that  by  all 
the  court  the  lease  was  h<4d  Toid,  and 
that  livery  made  so  long  time  after 
would  not  help  it.  Moore,  on  the  con- 
trary, states  that  the  lease  was  hdd 
good,  because  lively  was  executed  after 
the  day  of  the  date. 


Ch.  VI.]  FOR   LIVES.  693 

day  of  commencement^  provided  the  attorney  were  authorised 
by  a  special  power  to  defer  livery  till  that  time  (A). 

But  this  distinction  was  shaken  by  the  case  of  Freeman  v. 
West  (i).  There,  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Worcester,  on  the 
£6th  of  November,  1750,  demised  certain  premises  to  the 
plaintiffs  lessor ;  to  hold  to  him  and  his  heirs  from  the  day  of 
the  date  thereof  for  three  lives ;  and  in  the  lease  power  was 
given  by  the  Dean  and  Chapter  to  their  attorney  to  take 
possession  of  the  premises,  and  to  deliver  seisin  thereof  to 
the  plaintiff's  lessor,  according  to  the  tenor,  effect,  and  true 
meaning  of  the  said  lease;  in  pursuance  of  which  power, 
seisin  was  delivered  on  the  28th  of  May,  1751,  about  six 
months  afterwards ;  and  the  court  determined,  that  the  lease 
was  good,  saying  that  there  was  no  difference  between  livery 
by  the  lessor  himself,  or  by  his  attorney,  according  to  the 
tenor,  effect,  and  true  meaning  of  the  lease,  six  months  after 
the  date ;  that,  by  the  warrant  of  attorney  to  deliver  seisin 
in  the  case  before  them,  the  intention  of  the  parties  was,  that 
the  deed  should  be  substantiated  by  the  livery,  and  that  in 
the  meantime  the  freehold  was  in  the  grantor.  The  reporter 
adds : — "  N.B.  The  court  said  they  would  presume  that  the 
power  given  to  the  attorney  was  to  make  livery  at  any  day 
subsequent  to  the  lease,  which  they  said  was  the  true  mean* 
ing  of  the  deed/' 

If  any  doubt  could  remain  after  this,  it  has  since  been 
dispelled  by  the  case  of  Boe  v.  Bashleigh  {k),  where  it  was 
determined  that  a  general  power  to  make  livery  according 
to  the  form  and  effect  of  the  lease  authorised  the  attorney 
to  deliver  seisin  at  any  convenient  day  subsequent  to  its 
date. 

It  was  early  decided,  that  if  a  lease  were  not  executed  by 
the  lessor  himself  until  after  the  day  appointed  for  its  com- 

(h)  Greenwood  v,  Tjber,  or  Tyler,  2  Wik.  165;  decided  before  the  case 

aop.    Tiler's  case,  sup.    Owen  v.  App  of  Pugh  v.  The  Duke  of  Leeds,  Cowp. 

Rees,  or  Price,  sap.    And  see  Walter,  714 ;  and  see  ante,  p.  450;  and  post, 

or  Waller,  v.  The  Dean  and  Chapter  as  to  the  Habendum, 

of  Norwich,  Mo.  875;  S.  C.  Ow.  136.  (k)  Roe  dem.  Heale  v.  lUshleigh, 

(»)  Freeman  dem.  Vernon  v.  West,  3  Bam.  &  Aid.  156. 
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mencement^  livery  made  by  attorney  after  the  execation 
would  be  good^  although  the  power  were  general  (/). 

Instant  livery  on  a  lease  for  life  made  to  commence  m 
futuro  would  formerly  amount  to  a  disseisin  (m) ;  but  a  feoff- 
ment made  after  the  Ist  of  October,  1845,  is  deprived  of  its 
tortious  operation  by  the  late  act  to  amend  the  law  of  real 
property  (»). 

If  a  man  make,  according  to  the  common  law  (o),  a  lease 
for  years,  with  remainder  in  fee,  livery  must  be  made  to  the 
tenant  for  years  (p) ;  but  if  tenant  for  years  enter  before 
livery,  the  term  will  be  good,  but  the  remainder  void  (g).  K 
a  lessor  appoint  the  lease  to  commence  at  a  future  day,  the 
remainder  over  in  fee,  there,  although  livery  be  made  to  the 
lessee,  yet  both  livery  and  remainder  are  void,  there  being 
no  present  estate  to  which  the  livery  can  be  annexed,  or  on 
which  it  can  rest  in  the  meantime  (r). 

After  a  consistent  possession  for  a  long  time,  as  twenty  («), 
or  j&ve-and-twenty  years  (^,  livery  will  be  presumed. 

A  lease  for  life  made  by  feofiment,  with  a  clause  that  it 
shall  be  void  on  non*payment  of  rent,  cannot  be  determined 
without  entry ;  for  as  it  could  not  commence  by  words,  with- 
out livery,  so  a  similar  solemnity  is  necessary  to  determine 
it  (tf).  With  a  lease  for  years  the  case  is  different  (^),  as  it  is 
with  a  lease  for  life  created  by  way  of  limitation  of  use,  the 
seisin  to  serve  the  use  being  granted  to  a  third  party,  and  not 
to  the  lessee  himself. 

To  remedy  the  inconveniences  occasioned  by  want  of  proof  of 
the  decease  of  persons  upon  whose  lives  estates  might  depend. 


(Z)  Hemiinga  v.  Pancharden,  sap.  (p)  lit.  8.  60.  Co.  Lit  49,  a.  b.  Vm. 

Butler  V,  Fincher,  sap.  Ab.  FeoflEtaienty  L.  pL  88. 

(fit)  Bull  v.  Wyatt,  Cro.  Car.  388.  {q)  Ibid.    Plowd.  156. 

Anon.  2  RoL  109.    And  see  Tiler*8  (r)  Co.  Lit  21 7,  a. 

case,  2  Rol.  366.    Hatter  v.  Aih,  1  («)  Rees  dem. Chamberlain  v.  Llojd, 

Ld.  Raym.  84;  S.  C.  3  Ley.  438.  Wi^tw.  123. 

(n)  8  &  9  Vict  e.  106.  s.  4.  (/)  Biden  v.  LoTeday,  cited,  I  Yen. 

(o)  See  poet,  Part  the  Fiflfcb9Chi^.L,  196. 

as  to  the  effect  of  the  late  acts  of  7  &  8  <«)  Plowd.  135-6. 

Vict  c  76,  and  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  106,  on  \x)  Ibid, 
the  Instrument  of  Demise. 
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on  their  going  beyond  the  seas  or  absenting  themselves,  a  sta- 
tute was  passed  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second  (y),  which, 
after  noticing  that  estates  had  been  granted  by  lease  for  one  or 
more  life  or  lives,  or  for  years  determinable  upon  one  or  more 
life  or  lives,  and  that  the  persons  for  whose  lives  such  estates 
had  been  granted,  had  often  gone  beyond  the  seas,  or  so 
absented  themselves  for  many  years,  that  the  lessors  and 
reversioners  could  not  find  out  whether  such  persons  were 
alive  or  dead,  provided  {z),  that  if  the  persons  for  whose  lives 
such  estates  might  be  granted  should  remain  beyond  the  seas, 
or  elsewhere  absent  themselves  in  this  realm,  for  seven  years 
together,  and  no  sufficient  proof  should  be  made  of  their  lives 
in  any  action  commenced  for  recovery  of  such  tenements  by 
the  lessors  or  reversioners;  such  persons  should  be  accounted 
as  naturally  dead. 

But  (a)  that  if  any  eviction  should  take  place  in  conse- 
quence, and  afterwards  such  person  should  return  from  beyond 
seas,  or  should  on  proof  in  any  action  to  recover  the  lands  be 
made  appear  to  be  living,  or  to  have  been  living  at  the  time 
of  the  eviction;  then  the  party  evicted,  his  executors,  admin- 
i9trators,'or  assigns,  might  re-enter  and  re-possess  the  lands 
for  his  former  estate,  and  recover  for  damages  the  full  profits 
of  the  lands  with  lawful  interest  from  the  time  of  eviction,  as 
well  when  the  persons  upon  whose  lives  such  estates  might 
depend  should  be  dead  at  the  time  of  bringing  of  the  action, 
as  if  they  were  then  living. 

Though  lessors  and  reversioners  only  were  mentioned  in 
the  act.  Holt,  C.  J.,  was  of  opinion  that  a  remainder-man  was 
within  the  equity  of  it  (A). 

And  though,  by  virtue  of  its  provisions,  a  party  who  has 
been  absent  seven  years  without  having  been  heard  of,  is 
presumed  to  be  dead,  there  is  no  legal  presumption  as  to  the 
time  of  his  death  (c).     The  fact  of  his  having  been  alive  or 

Q/)  19  Car.  2.  c.  6.  Mees.  &  Wei.  894;  and  Mar.  &  Hurl, 

(z)  Sect  2.  291,  in  Exch.  Chamb.  in  Error;  S.  C. 

(a)  Sect  5.  in  K.  B.,  5  Bam.  &  Adol.  86;  S.  C, 

(h)  Holman  v.  Exton,  Carth.  246.  nom.  Doe  dem.  Slade  v.  Nepean,  2 

(c)  Nepean  v.  Doe  dem.  Knight,  2  Ney.  &  Man.  219.  6  East,  85. 
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dead  at  any  particular  period  during  the  seven  years  must 
he  proved  hy  the  party  relying  on  it  (rf). 

Both  at  law  and  in  equity^  where  it  is  necessary  to  produce 
proof  of  the  cestui  que  vie  being  alive^  the  party  will  be 
entitled  to  obtain  it  by  the  means  open  to  every  other 
defendant,  and  of  course  by  a  commission  for  the  examina- 
tion of  witnesses  {e).  And  in  the  case  cited,  the  court 
ordered  that  the  plaintiffs  should  be  at  liberty  to  sue  out  a 
commission  for  the  examination  of  witnesses  in  New  South 
Wales,  to  prove  whether  one  of  the  cestuis  que  vie  named 
in  the  lease  was  living  or  dead,  and  if  dead,  when  he  died; 
that  the  defendants  should,  in  six  days  after  notice,  join  and 
strike  commissioners'  names  with  the  plaintiffs'  clerk  in 
court ;  and  that,  in  default  thereof,  the  plaintiffs  should  be 
at  Uberty  to  take  out  such  commission  directed  to  their  own 
commissioners. 

Evidence  by  a  person  residing  near  the  property  in  dispute, 
that  the  tenant  for  life  had  not  been  seen  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  fourteen  years,  is  su£Bicient  to  found  a  presumption 
of  his  death,  although  no  member  of  his  family  be  called  to 
prove  it.  If  any  of  them  have  heard  of  him  in  the  interval, 
they  may  be  called  to  rebut  the  presumption  (/). 

In  a  late  case  {ff),  a  lease  ptur  autre  vie  contained  a  covenant 
by  the  lessee  that  he  would,  within  threeononths  after  notice, 
produce  to  the  lessor  the  cestui  que  vie,  [named  Charles  Ran- 
die,]  or  otherwise  make  it  appear  to  him,  within  that  time,  or 
within  a  reasonable  time,  if  the  cestui  que  vie  should  happen 
to  be  in  foreign  parts,  by  a  good  and  su£Bicient  certificate,  that 
he  was  Uving;  and  there  was  a  proviso  for  re-entry  on  non- 
performance  of  all  the  covenants  contained  in  the  lease.  It 
appeared  that  the  requisite  notice  was  given  by  the  lessor  in 
December,  1833,  and  that  in  March,  1834,  the  lessee  gave 
notice  to  the  lessor  that  the  cestui  que  vie  was  living,  and  was. 


(d)  Ibid.    Holman  v.  Exton,  Pree.  (/)  Doe  dem.  Lloyd  v. 
Ch.  246.     And  see  Watson  v.  England,  Bam.  &  Aid.  433. 

14  Sim.  28.  (</)  Randle  r.  Lory,  6  AdoL  6l  EB. 

(e)  Brown  v.  Vetee,  2  Sw-anst  235.  218. 
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and  had  been  for  upwards  of  three  months,  in  foreign  parts. 
In  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  the  lessee  produced  an  affidavit, 
sworn  on  the  4th  of  October  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  of  Cornwall,  that,  in  the  year  1829,  the  deponent 
resided  in  Gongo  Locko  in  the  Brazils,  and  was  employed  as 
a  captain  in  conducting  a  mine  under  Colonel  Skerrett,  of 
the  Brazilian  Mining  Association ;  that  one  Charles  Randle 
was  employed  under  the  said  company,  in  the  year  aforesaid, 
as  a  derk  or  cashier,  and  that  he  continued  in  such  situation, 
and  held  the  same,  until  some  time  in  the  year  1831,  when  he 
left  the  company,  and  went  to  reside  about  thirty  miles  distant 
in  the  country,  where  he  remained  to  the  best  of  the  depo- 
nent^s  knowledge,  information,  and  belief,  until  the  month  of 
January  then  last  past,  when  the  deponent  left  the  country ; 
and  that  from  the  time  when  Charles  Bandle  quitted  the 
employ  of  Colonel  Skerrett  in  1831,  to  the  time  the  deponent 
left  South  America  in  January  1834,  he  frequently  heard  of 
the  said  Charles  B;andle,  and  a  few  days  before  the  deponent 
left,  he  heard  that  the  said  Charles  Bandle  was  then  in  the 
country.  And  the  deponent  further  said,  that  he  was  con- 
vinced that  the  said  Charles  Randle  was  alive  and  well  at  the 
time  the  deponent  left  Ammca  in  the  month  of  January,  1834. 
The  court  held  the  affidavit  to  be  insufficient,  as  the  witness  did 
not  himself  assert  the  fact  of  the  cestui  que  vie  being  aUve, 
but  merely  stated  circumstances  from  which  one  jury  might 
infer  it,  but  another  might  not.  As  to  the  case,  said  Lord 
Denman,  C.  J.,  which  was  put  by  counsel,  of  the  receipt  of 
letters;  where  anything  is  properly  to  be  inferred  from  a 
party  having  been  alive  at  a  particular  time,  a  letter  then 
written  by  him  is  no  doubt  direct  proof  that  he  was  alive  at 
that  time,  and  supports  the  inference ;  but  that  is  a  very 
di&erent  case  from  the  present.  According  to  the  argument 
for  the  plaintiff,  a  certificate  of  Charles  Bandle  having  been 
alive  at  any  time  within  seven  years  would  have  satisfied 
this  covenant,  because  he  could  not  have  been  presumed  dead 
till  the  end  of  the  seven  years. 
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Greater  fieusilities  being  required  for  the  proof  of  the  ezirt- 
ence  of  persons  on  whose  lives  estates  might  depend^  another 
act  was  passed  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne  {h),  which^  after 
noticing  that  divers  persons  as  guardians,  and  trustees  for 
infants,  and  husbands  in  right  of  their  wives,  and  other 
persons  having  estates  determinable  upon  a  life  or  lives,  had 
continued  to  receive  the  profits  of  such  lands  after  the  deter- 
mination of  the  particular  estates,  and  that  the  proof  of  the 
death  of  the  persons  on  whose  lives  such  particular  estates 
depended  was  very  difficult,  enacted,  that  any  person  who  shall 
have  any  claim  to  any  remainder,  reversion,  or  expectancy,  in 
any  estate  after  the  death  of  any  person  within  age,  married 
woman,  or  any  other  person  whatsoever,  upon  affidavit  made 
in  the  court  of  Chancery  by  the  persons  so  claiming  such 
estate  of  his  title,  and  that  he  hath  cause  to  believe  that  such 
minor,  married  woman,  or  other  person,  is  dead,  and  that 
his  death  is  concealed  by  such  guardian,  &c.,  may  once  a 
year,  if  the  person  shall  think  fit,  move  the  court,  to  order 
such  guardian,  &c.,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  court  shall 
direct,  on  personal  or  other  due  service  of  such  order,  to  pro- 
duce to  such  person  and  persons  (not  exceeding  two)  as  shall 
in  such  order  be  named  by  the  party  prosecuting  such  order, 
such  minor,  &c.,  and  that  if  such  guardian,  &c.  shall  neg- 
lect to  produce  such  infant,  &c.  accordingly,  then  the  court 
is  required  to  order  such  guardian,  &c.  to  produce  such 
minor,  &c.  in  the  court  of  Chancery,  or  otherwise  before 
commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  court,  at  such  time  and 
place  as  the  court  shall  direct,  two  of  which  commissioners, 
it  was  declared,  shall  be  nominated  by  the  party  prosecu- 
ting such  order  at  his  costs ;  and  that  in  case  such  guardian, 
&c.  shall  neglect  to  produce  such  infant,  &c.  in  court,  or 
before  such  commissioners  whereof  return  shall  be  made  by 
such  commissioners,  and  that  return  filed  in  the  Petty  Bag 
office,  the  minor,  &c.  shall  be  taken  to  be  dead,  and  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  claiming  any  interest  in 

(h)  6  Anne,  c.  18. 
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remainder^  or  reversion^  or  otherwise^  after  the  death  of  such 
infant^  &;c.^  to  enter  upon  such  lands  as  if  such  in&nt^  &c. 
were  actually  dead. 

But(i)  that  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  court  by  affidavit,  that 
such  minor^  &c.  is  or  lately  was  at  some  certain  place  beyond 
the  seas  in  the  affidavit  to  be  mentioned,  it  shall  be  lawfiil  for 
the  party  prosecuting  such  order^  at  his  costs,  to  send  over  one 
or  both  the  said  persons  appointed  by  the  order  to  view  such 
minor,  Ssc. ;  and  that  in  case  such  guardian,  &c.  shall  neglect 
to  produce  to  such  person  or  persons  a  personal  view  of  such 
infant,  &c.,  then  such  person  or  persons  are  required  to  make  a 
true  return  of  such  neglect  to  the  court,  which  return  it  is 
declared  shall  be  filed  in  the  Petty  Bag  office,  and  thereupon 
such  minor,  &c.  shall  be  taken  to  be  dead;  and  that  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  person  claiming  any  interest  in  remainder, 
reversion,  or  otherwise,  after  the  death  of  such  infant,  &c., 
to  enter  upon  such  land  as  if  such  infant,  &c.  were  actually 
dead. 

That  if  (^)  it  shall  afterwards  appear  upon  proof  in  any 
action,  that  such  infant,  &c.  was  alive  at  the  time  of  such 
order  made,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  infant,  &c.,  his 
executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  to  maintain  an  action 
against  those  who  since  the  order  received  the  profits  of  such 
lands,  or  their  executors  or  administrators,  and  to  recover 
fall  damages  for  the  profits  of  the  same  received  firom  the 
time  that  such  infant,  &c.  was  ousted  of  the  possession  of 
such  lands. 

That  (I)  if  any  such  guardian,  &c.  shall  by  any  affidavit, 
or  otherwise,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court,  make  appear 
that  he  has  used  his  utmost  endeavours  to  procure  such 
infant,  &c.  to  appear  in  court  or  elsewhere,  according  to 
the  order,  and  that  he  cannot  procure  such  infant,  &c.  to 
appear,  and  that  such  infant,  &c.  is  or  was  living  at  the 
time  of  such  return  made  and  filed  as  aforesaid,  then  it  shall 

(%)  Sect.  2.  {k)  Sect  3*  (I)  Sect  4. 
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law  or  in  equity  to  account  for  mesne  profits^  it  being  the 
lessor's  own  negligence  not  to  enter.  But  he  determined 
that^  in  a  case  of  frauds  or  where  an  in£EUit  might  be  con- 
cerned^ or  the  lessor  mistaken  as  to  his  right  of  entry  in 
consequence  of  the  lessee^s  having  two  daughters  of  the  same 
name  by  different  wives^  and  one  of  these  daughters  being 
cestui  que  vie^  and  dyings  the  other  being  still  alive^  the  per- 
son in  possession  would  be  decreed  to  account  for  the  mesne 
profits  from  the  time  of  the  expiration  of  the  lease  (s). 

{a)  Duke  oi  Bolton  v,  Deane,  Proc.  Ch,  516. 
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AS  TO  RENEWABLE  LEASES. 


Section  I. — ^Op  the  nature  op  ''tenant  right '^  op 

RENEWAL. 

"DENEWABLE  leases  are  not  of  such  common  occurrence 
in  this  coimtry  as  in  Ireland^  where  great  part^  one- 
seventh  it  is  said  (a)^  of  the  lands  are  held  under  leases  for 
Uves  with  covenants  for  perpetual  renewal  on  payment  of 
certain  fines  {b).  In  the  West  of  England  (c),  however,  and 
in  some  districts  of  the  North  also  {d),  leases  are  usually 
granted  with  covenants  for  renewal 

It  has  long  been  customary  for  the  crown,  ecclesiastical 
corporations,  and  coUegiate  bodies  {e),  and  it  is  often  usual 
with  private  individuals,  on  the  determination  of  a  lease,  or 
the  surrender  of  the  existing  portion  of  it,  to  grant  a  new 
term  to  the  lessee  in  possession;  from  which  practice  an 
erroneous  notion  has  sprung  (/),  that  such  lessee  has  a  pre- 
scriptive  right  to  continue  in  the  tenancy  in  preference  to 


(a)  Lloyd  &  600.  401,  temp.  Plunk. 

(6)  Irish  Tenantry  Act,  19  &  20 
Geo.  3.  c.  30,  Preamble.  Boyle  v. 
Lysaght,  1  Ridgew.  P.  C.  384. 402 ;  S.  C. 
1  Vem.  &  Scriy.  135.  Sir  Samuel 
Romilly,  in  Iggulden  v.  May,  9  Ves. 
331,  said  that  the  greatest  part  was  so 
held.  In  a  note  to  0*Neil  v.  Jones,  1 
Ridgew.  P.  C.  179,  the  7th  part  is  said 
to  have  been  so  held ;  and  see  1  Scho. 
&  Lef.  447. 

(c)  Daniels  v,  Davison,  16  Ves.  254. 
Pickering  v.  Vowles,  1  Bro.  C.  C.  198. 
Brown  v.  Tighe^  8  Bli.  P.  C.  N.  S.  272. 


S.  C.  2  ChL  &  Fin.  396. 

(d)  14  Ves.  332.  Brown  v.  Tighe, 
sap.  Doe  dem.  Bromley  v,  Bettison, 
12  East,  305. 

(e)  As  to  leases,  generally,  by  cor- 
porations ecdeeiastica],  eleemosynary, 
and  municipal,  and  the  restraints  im- 
posed on  their  powers  of  granting  re- 
newals, see  p.  238.  251 ;  and  p.  312,  et 
teq. 

(J)  Watson  V.  The  Master  &c  of 
Hemsworth  Hospital,  14  Ves.  339. 
And  see  1  Bro.  C.  C.  198.  12  Ves.  86. 
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any  other  person  (^).  Serious  hardship  woiild^  indeed^  be 
oeeasioned,  if  a  landlord^  by  repeated  renewals  to  the  same 
individual^  his  descendants^  or  representatives^  granted^  per- 
haps^ in  consideration  of  family  connexion^  punctuality  in 
payment  of  rent^  or  superior  agricultural  qualifications^  were 
to  create  an  ownership  against  himself^  and  in  favor  of  others 
who  might  be  destitute  of  any  of  these  claims  upon  his  indul- 
gence. Accordingly,  we  find  that,  independently  of  local 
custom  {h),  the  demand  is  not  enforceable  at  law,  nor  have 
applications  to  equity  for  the  purpose  been  attended  with 
greater  success  (i).  The  technical  expression,  tenant  right  of 
renewal,  is  therefore  extremely  inaccurate  (j).  This  right  (as 
it  is  termed)  confers  no  positive  interest,  either  vested  or 
contingent :  it  is  a  naked  possibility,  depending  solely  on 
the  caprice  of  the  lessor ;  and  Lord  Eldon  said  {k)  that  he 
had  known  family  settlements  that  had  gone  on  for  150 
years  put  an  end  to  by  the  lessor's  refusal  to  renew ;  though 
in  a  later  case  (/)  a  presumption  was  held  to  have  arisen, 
under  peculiar  circumstances,  on  an  uninterrupted  possession 
of  nearly  150  years.  In  the  case  alluded  to,  successive 
leases  for  twenty -one  years  of  the  tithes  of  com,  grain,  and 
hay,  in  the  parish  of  S.,  at  a  rent  and  fine  certain,  had  been 
granted  by  the  impropriate  rectors  for  the  time  being,  to  the 
vicars  for  the  time  being  of  S.,  from  the  year  1682  to  the 
year  1805,  when  the  last  lease  for  the  same  term  of  twenty- 


(g)  According  to  Anon.  2  Ch.  Ca. 
207-8;  A.  D.  1675,  by  the  French  l&w, 
no  churchman  could  make  a  lease  to 
any  but  the  old  tenant,  unless  it  were 
first  refused  by  him. 

(h)  See  Watson  v.  The  Master  &c. 
of  Hemsworth  Hospital,  14  Ves.  324. 
882. 339. 

(t)  Lee  V,  Vernon,  7  Bro.  P.  C.  482; 
Toml.  Ed.  Vol.  5,  p.  10.  And  see 
Darrell  v.  Whitchot,  2  Rep.  in  Ch.  69. 
60.  Ed.  1 7 15,  where  it  is  said,  that  there 
is  no  tenant  right  against  the  King;  and 
Norris  v.  he  Neve,  3  Atk.  27.  88. 

(j)  Pickering  v,  Vowles,  1  Bro.  C. 


C.  198. 

(h)  White  V,  White,  9  Ves.  557. 
And  see  the  evidence  ofVinoent  Stuckey, 
Esq.  before  the  Select  Committee  on 
Church  leases,  7th  of  June,  1838,  p. 
33.  No.  443 ;  and  Bell  dem.  Smydi  r. 
Nangle,  1  Jebb  &  Sy.  199 ;  S.  C,  nom. 
Smyth  V,  Nangle,  7  Cla.  A  Hn.  405; 
1  West's  Appeal  Cases,  184 ;  S.  C. 
Bell  dem.  Smyth  v.  Nan^e,  2  Jebb  ft 
Sy.  629.  Nangle  v.  Smith,  1  Irah 
Eq.  Rep.  119. 

(/)  The  Attorney-General  r.  The 
Bishop  of  Ely,  4  Russ.  102. 
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one  years  was  made ;  and  the  court  presumed  that  what  had 
been  enjoyed  so  long  by  one  party,  and  conceded  by  the 
other,  was  founded  on  a  rightful  title,  and  could  not  have 
depended  on  the  mere  caprice  or  pleasure  of  the  rector  for 
the  time  being ;  and  that,  as  the  lease  had  been  originally 
granted  by  way  of  augmentation  of  the  vicarage  under  the 
letter  of  Charles  the  2nd  (m),  and  as  such  augmentation 
was  confirmed  and  made  perpetual  by  the  act  of  29  Car.  2, 
c.  8.  s.  2,  the  vicar  was  entitled  to  a  renewal  of  the  lease. 

So  valuable,  however,  is  the  prospect  of  renewal  considered, 
being  available,  as  it  is,  for  most  purposes  of  sale,  mortgage, 
devise,  and  family  settlement,  that  it  enhances  the  price  of 
the  lease  on  a  sale,  the  purchaser  speculating  on  the  improba- 
bility of  his  being  removed  so  long  as  he  pays  the  fines  and 
rent  demanded,  and  otherwise  performs  the  duties  of  a 
tenant  (n).  And  lately,  on  the  petition  of  trustees  of  a 
renewable  leasehold  held  under  the  Bishop  of  Winchester, 
this  tenant-right  or  interest  was  so  far  recognised  by  the 
court  of  Chancery,  that  an  order  was  made  that  they  should 
be  at  liberty  to  take  steps  for  obtaining  a  clause  for  compen- 
sation for  it  inserted  in  an  act  pending  in  parliament  for 
making  a  new  street,  which  would  require  part  of  their 
property  (o). 

Strictly  speaking,  a  right  of  renewal  must  be  the  result  of 
express  compact ;  and  to  secure  it  is  the  object  of  the  cove- 
nant for  renewal  occasionally  contained  in  leases.  This  will 
be  examined  in  the  next  section. 


(m)  This  letter  (dated,  1  June,  12  Car. 
2.)  toihe  biflhops  oontamed  the  following 
clause : — **  That  no  lease  be  granted  of 
any  rectories  or  parsonages  belonging 
to  yoor  see,  belonging  to  yon  or  yoor 
successors,  until  yon  shall  proYide  that 
the  respective  yicarages  or  corates' 
places  where  are  no  vicarages  endow. 
ed,  have  so  much  revenue  in  glebe, 
tithes,  or  other  emoluments,  as  com- 
monly will  amount  to  100{.  or  80Z.  per 
annum,  or  more  if  it  will  bear  it; 
and  in  good  form  of  law  settle  it  upon 


them  and  their  saceeesors.  And  where 
the  rectories  are  of  small  value,  and 
cannot  admit  of  such  proportions  to 
the  vicar  and  curate,  our  will  is,  that 
one  half  of  the  profit  of  such  a  rectory 
be  reserved  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
vicar  or  curate,  as  is  agreeable  to  the 
rates  and  proportions  formerly  men- 
tioned." Gibs.  CkMlex,  756;  &  2  ed. 
p.  721. 

(n)  Lee  v.  Vernon,  sup. 

(o)  Jones  V.  Powell,  4  Beav.  96. 


VOL.  I. 


Z  Z 
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Section  II. — Of  the  express  contract  for  renewal. 


I. — As  to  the  renewal  being  optional  or  compulsory. 

Sometimes  the  contract  gives  an  option  to  the  lessee 
exclusively  to  renew  {p) ;  but  more  frequently  it  is  mutual^ 
the  lessor  engaging  to  grants  and  the  lessee  to  take^  the 
renewal.  In  one  case(^)^  where  a  party  holding  certain 
premises  as  lessee  under  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin^  agreed  to 
underlet  them  for  a  longer  term  than  he  was  then  possessed 
of^  and,  to  carry  the  agreement  into  effect,  covenanted  that 
he  would  endeavour  to  procure  such  renewals  as  would  enable 
him  to  renew,  so  as  to  complete  the  full  term  agreed  on,  the 
sub-lessee  paying  a  proportion  of  the  renewal  fine,  an  agree- 
ment  was  implied,  that  the  sub-lessee  would  take  such  renewal, 
though  the  lease  contained  no  express  covenant  by  him  for 
that  purpose. 

And  the  late  case  of  Curry  v.  Stanley  (r)  is  an  authority  for 
the  same  position. 

On  the  other  hand,  where  a  lease  was  granted  for  three 
lives  or  the  longest  liver  of  them,  '^  or  whatever  life  or  lives 
shall  for  ever  or  hereafter  be  nominated  or  appointed,  added 
or  inserted  at  the  back  of  this  indenture,  or  label  affixed 
thereto,  paying  for  each  and  every  life  so  renewed  a  pepper- 
corn if  demanded  '^;  with  a  reddendum  of  a  certain  price  per 
acre ;  and  the  ordinary  lessee's  covenants ;  but  the  deed  did 
not  contain  an  express  covenant  for  perpetual  renewal;  the 
Master  of  the  Bolls  in  Ireland  refused  to  decree  a  specific 
performance  of  a  contract  for  sale  representing  the  property 
to  be  held  under  a  lease  for  lives  renewable  for  ever ;  but  on 

(jp)  Rubery  v,  Jervoise,    1   Term  Bell  v.  Nangle,  1   Jebb  &  Sy.  199. 

Rep.  229.  235.    Bayley  v.  The  Ck>rpo-  203. 

ration  of  Leominster,  1  Ves.  jun.  476 ;  (j)  Lord  Frankfort  v.  Thorpe,  2  Ball 

S.  C.  3  Bro.  C.  C.  529.    City  of  Lon-  &  Beat  372. 

don  V.  Mitford,  14  Ves.  41.    Maxwell  (r)  Curry  v.  Stanley,  1  Hay.  &  Jo. 

V.  Ward,  11  Pri.  3 ;  S.  C.  13  PrL  674.  487. 
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appeal^  Sir  E.  Sngden^  C,  apparently  considering  that  the 
habendum  amounted  to  a  covenant  for  perpetual  renewal, 
offered  the  parties  a  case  for  the  opinion  of  a  court  of  law ; 
but  the  suit  was  finally  compromised  (s). 

If  the  covenant,  obviously  by  mistake,  make  the  renewal 
compulsory  on  the  lessee,  instead  of  giving  him  the  option, 
a  court  of  equity  will  rectify  the  error  {fj. 


II. — As  to  the  quantity  of  interest  contracted  for. 

The  question.  What  quantity  of  interest  is  contracted  for, 
can  only  be  solved  by  the  construction  given  to  the  agreement 
for  renewal.  And  we  may  here  observe  that,  with  reference 
to  its  construction,  it  is  immaterial  whether  it  be  contained 
in  an  instrument  under  seal,  or  not  under  seal;  and  equally 
so,  whether  the  construction  be  arrived  at  through  the  me- 
dium of  a  court  of  law,  in  an  action  for  damages  for  neglect 
of  performance ;  or  of  a  court  of  equity,  on  a  bill  for  a  specific 
performance  (ti).  The  true  construction  of  the  instrument 
must  be  the  same  in  every  court;  though  it  is  a  common 
practice  for  equity,  when  the  construction  is  doubtful,  to  send 
a  case  for  the  opinion  of  a  court  of  law ;  or  to  retain  a  bill  for 
a  time,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  a  plaintiff,  by  an  action  at 
law,  to  obtain  the  legal  construction  of  the  contract  {x). 

The  courts  in  England  (for  I  shall  not  particularly  examine 
the  practice  of  the  Irish  Judicature,  which  proceeds  on  a 
local  equity  (y),  and  the  Irish  tenantry  act  {z) ,)  are  strongly 

(9)  Sheppard  v.  DooLm,  1  Flan.  &  Iggoldenv.  May,  sup.  Dowlingv.  Mill, 

Kel.  598 ;  S.  C.  5  Irish  Eq.  Rep.  6;  1  Madd.  541.  548.     Maxwell  v.  Ward, 

S.  C.  on  appeal,  3  Dru.  &  War.  1.  sup. ;  S.C.  11  Pri.  3 ;  1  McClel.  458. 

{i)  Ashton  V.  Bretland,  9  Mod.  58 ;  (y)  For  information  on  this  point, 

S.  C.  2  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  57.  the  reader  may  refer  to  the  cases  of 

(tt)  Eaton  V,  Lyon,  3  Yes.  692.    Ig-  Boyle  v.  Lysaght,  1  Ridgew.  P.  C.  384, 

gulden  V,  May,  9  Yes.  329  ;  7  East,  and  Magrane    v.  Arehbold,   1   Dow, 

246;  3  Smith,  269.     MaxwelU.  Ward,  P.  C.   107.   109,  which    explain   the 

13  Pri.  677.  681.      Brown  v.  Tighe,  principles  on  which  perpetual  renewals 

8  Bli.  P.  C.  N.  S.  417.  have  been  decreed  in  Ireland  ;  and  to 

(pti)  Reece,  or  Rees,  v.  Lord  Dacre,  the  cases  mentioned  in  note  (X;),  post, 

3  Hargr.  Jurisc.  Exerc. 206. 237;  S. C.  p.  761. 

1  Hargr.  Jurid.  Aig.  438  ;  9  Yes.  332.  (z)  19  &  20  Geo.  3.  c.  30. 

Z  Z  2 
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opposed  to  perpetual  renewals  (a) ;  and  Lord  Thurlow  almost 
brought  himself  to  a  belief^  though  he  never  proceeded  so 
far  in  judgment^  that  any  man  who  entered  into  such  a  cove- 
nant must  be  supposed  so  little  to  understand  the  nature  of 
a  bargain  and  of  property^  that  the  court  ought  not  to  execute 
it  by  a  specific  performance  {b).  But  notwithstanding  that 
learned  Judge^s  denunciation  of  this  species  of  contract^  it  is 
now  indisputably  settled  that  an  action  may  be  maintained 
on  it  at  law^  and  that  equity  will  carry  it  into  specific  execu- 
tion in  cases  containing  evidence  of  a  perpetual  renewal 
having  been  intended  by  the  parties  {c) ;  and  instances 
haire  been  suggested  in  which  its  introduction,  so  far  from 
being  unreasonable,  might  be  equally  beneficial  to  both  lessor 
and  lessee ;  as  in  the  case  of  a  party  taking  a  lease  of  unpro- 
ductive sea-beach  upon  a  building  speculation,  with  an  option 
to  relinquish  it  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  first  granted,  or 
retain  it  for  ever  under  perpetual  renewals  {d). 

Strong  proof  of  intention,  however,  is  requisite  to  support 
such  a  contract;  and,  in  the  absence  of  an  intention  to  that 
effect,  expressed  or  clearly  implied,  equity  will  not  decree  a 
specific  performance,  although  the  parties  themselves  might 
possibly  have  contemplated  a  perpetual  renewal  (e). 

Nor  will  a  specific  performance  of  a  covenant  for  perpetual 
renewal  be  decreed,  if  it  be  improyident,  absurd,  and  unequal, 
as  if  the  lessor  grant  a  lease  of  premises  worth  120/.  a  year^ 
at  a  yearly  rent  of  3/.,  and  a  covenant  for  renewal  for  ever  on 


(a)  Fonuyal  v.  Crew,  3  Atk.  87; 
S.  C.  9  Mod.  446.  Taylor  v,  Stibbert^ 
2  Ves.  jun.  443.  Bajnham  v.  Guy's 
HospitiU,  3  Ves.  298.  Per  Willes,  J., 
in  Cooke  v.  Booth,  Cowp.  823.  Moore 
V.  Foley,  6  Vea.  237.  Maxwell  v. 
Ward,  11  Pri.  13;  S.C.  18Pri.674; 
McQel.  458. 

(h)  Tritton  V,  Foote,  2  Cox,  174. 
Iggulden  V.  May,  9  Ves.  330.  Attor- 
ney-General V.  Brooke,  18  Ves.  326. 
Brown  v.  Tighe,  8  Bli.  P.  C.  N.  S.  272. 
287  ;  S.  C.  2  Cla.  &  Fin.  396. 

(c)  Moore  v.  Foley,  6  Ves.  236. 


Baynham  v.  Guy's  Ho^ital,  3  Vea. 
298.  Iggulden  v.  May,  9  Yea.  334. 
Maxwell  v.  Ward,  sup.  WiUan  v. 
Willan,  16  Vea.  84;  S.C.2Dow,  P.C. 
275.  DowUng  v.  MiH,  1  Madd.  548-9. 
Brown  v.  Tigfae,  sup.  Ajid  see  The 
City  of  London  v.  Mitford,  14  Ves.  41, 
a  case  of  express  eoyeoant  for  per- 
petual renewal, 

(d)  Iggulden  v.  May,  9  Ves.  331 ; 
7  East,  243. 

(e)  Moore  v.  Foley,  6  Ves.  237. 
Harnett  v.  Yeilding,  2  Sdio.  &  Let 
549. 
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payment  of  a  fine  of  3/.  every  ten  years,  without  any  other 
consideration  (/). 

So,  where  one  being  administratrix  of  her  husband,  for  the 
benefit  of  their  children,  made  an  underlease  of  certain  lands 
which  she  held  under  a  church  lease,  to  the  appellant,  at  a 
yearly  rent,  taking  at  the  same  time  a  fine  of  70/.,  and  cove- 
nanted that,  as  long  as  she  held  the  head  lease  in  question, 
and  as  often  as  she  obtained  a  renewal  from  the  archbishop, 
she,  her  executors,  &c.,  would  renew  the  sublease,  under  a 
penalty  of  70/.,  it  was  held  that  the  contract  was  so  improvi- 
dent that  a  renewal  could  not  be  enforced,  particularly  as  the 
covenantor  was  administratnx ;  and  that  the  option  to  pay  the 
70/.  was  meant  as  an  alternative,  and  the  only  means  of 
making  it  reasonable.  And  it  was  declared  by  Lord  Eldon 
and  Lord  Redesdale,  that  even  if  Mrs.  Archbold  had  been 
absolute  owner  the  contract  would  have  been  bad  (^). 

And  the  same  rule  prevails  where  the  covenant  has  been 
inserted  by  mistake  {h). 

So  again,  if  the  lessors  be  trustees,  and  a  lease  perpetually 
renewable  would  be  in  violation  of,  or  inconsistent  with,  the 
nature  of  their  trust,  the  court  will  not  compel  the  execution 
of  a  covenant  for  the  purpose  (t).  And  the  same  course  is 
adopted  where  the  term  covenanted  to  be  granted,  though 
not  perpetually  renewable,  would  exceed  the  term  prescribed 
by  the  founder  of  a  charity.  Thus,  where  the  founder  of  the 
Hospital  of  Felstead,  in  Essex,  directed  that  no  lease  should 
be  made  for  any  longer  term  than  twenty-one  years,  and  the 
trustees  demised  the  premises  for  that  term,  with  a  covenant 
to  renew  until  the  twenty-one  years  should  be  made  up  sixty 
years,  the  lessee's  bill  for  specific  execution  was  dismissed, 
the  court  considering  the  performance  of  such  a  covenant  as 

(/)  Kedshaw  v.  The  GoTernor  and  (h)  Redahaw  v.  The  Govemer  and 

Company  of  the  Bedford  Level,  1  Eden,  Company  of  the  Bedford  Leyel,  1  Eden, 

346.     And  see  Attorney-General  v.  346.    Ashton  v.  Bretland,  9  Mod.  58 ; 

Brooke,  18  Ves.  826.  S.  C.  2  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  57. 

(ff)  Magrane  v.  Archbold,  1  Dow,  (t)  Attorney-General  v,  Brooke,  18 

P.  C.  107.    Bnt  see  Hackett  v.  McNa-  Vea.  319. 
mara,  Lloyd  &  Goo.  283,  temp.  Plunk.  C. 
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much  in  yiolation  of  the  founder's  intention^  and  as  prejudi- 
cial to  the  charity,  ajs  an  original  grant  for  sixty  years  (>)• 

The  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case  of  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral V,  Smith  {k),  which  Sir  William  Grant  (/)  said  was  the  only 
one  of  the  kind  he  had  met  with^  were  held  to  warrant  a  decree 
for  perpetual  renewal,  the  lessee  having,  by  great  activity  and 
at  considerable  expense,  recovered  for  the  charity  an  estate 
which  had  got  into  the  hands  of  patentees  as  concealed  land. 
Certain  it  is  that,  unless  the  lease  be  founded  on  ample  con- 
sideration, and  obviously  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity,  a 
perpetual  renewal  will  not  be  enforced  (m).  The  burthen  of 
proving  the  sufficienqr  of  the  consideration  is  cast  on  the 
lessee  (n). 

And  here  we  may  observe,  that  if  premises  be  granted  to 
trustees  upon  trust  to  let,  set,  and  manage  the  same  to  the 
best  advantage,  and  to  apply  the  yearly  rents  among  the 
creditors  of  the  grantors,  a  specific  performance  of  an  agree- 
ment for  a  lease  with  a  covenant  for  renewal  will  not  be 
refused  on  the  ground  of  its  being  a  breach  of,  or  inconsistent 
with,  the  nature  of  such  trust  j  for  trusts  of  this  kind  are 
temporary  and  generally  short.  Creditors  hardly  ever 
expect  that  such  a  trust  will  endure  for  more  than  twenty- 
one  years.  It  is  their  interest  to  get  the  highest  rent  for 
twenty-one  years ;  and,  at  the  granting  of  the  lease,  they 
look  to  the  circumstance  of  present  advantage,  and  are  not 
to  be  supposed  to  look  to  a  subsequent  period.  If  they 
were  told  that  they  might  let  the  estate  at  a  lower  rent  with- 
out the  covenant  for  renewal,  they  would  no  doubt  reject  it. 


0")  Lydiatt  v.  Foach,  2  Vem.  410. 
Taylor  v.  Dulwich  Hospital,  1  P.  Wma. 
655 ;  S.  C.  2  £q.  C&.  Ab.  198.  pL  2. 
Watson  V.  Hinsworth  Hospital,  2  Vem. 
596  ;  S.  C.  1  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  pi.  8.  Wat- 
son V.  Tbe  Master  &c.  of  Hemsworth 
Hospital,  14  Ves.  324.  333.  Somer- 
▼ille  V,  Chapman,  1  Bro.  C.  C.  61. 

{k)  Attorney-General  v.  Smith,  2 
Vem.  746.    See  also  Watson  v.  The 


Master  &c.  of  Hemsworth  Hosjnta], 
14  Ves.  333.  Attorney -General  r. 
Warren,  2  Swanst  SOS. 

(0  14  Ves.  333. 

(m)  Attomey-Greneral  v.  Brooke^ 
18  Ves.  319.  326.  Attomey-Genenl 
V.  Warren,  2  Swanst  291.  303. 

(n)  As  to  leases  by  Trustees  of  Cha- 
rities, see  ante,  p.  347. 


Ch.  VII.  &  II.]      RKNBWAL  : — QUANTITY  OF  INTEEB8T. 


711 


and  desire  to  get  the  highest  rent^  looking  to  their  present 
^vantage  (o). 

The  case  of  Fumiyal  t;.  Crew  {p)  famishes  an  example  of  a 
decree  for  specific  performance  of  a  covenant  for  perpetual 
renewal^  on  the  principle  of  intention.  There,  the  defendant's 
grandfather,  Mr.  John  Crew,  being  seised  of  the  premises  in 
question  in  fee,  on  the  24th  of  October,  1682,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  surrender  of  a  former  lease,  in  which  there  were 
two  liyes  in  being,  and  of  186/.,  demised  them  to  Moor  and 
his  assigns,  for  the  Uves  of  Moor,  his  wife,  and  his  son,  and 
the  life  of  the  longest  liver,  at  a  yearly  rent  of  43*.  8rf. : 
and  Moor  covenanted  with  Crew,  that,  at  the  death  of  any  of 
the  lives  before  mentioned,  he  (Moor),  his  executors,  &c., 
would  pay  to  Crew,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  within  twelve 
months  next  ensuing  such  death,  the  sum  of  68/.  in  the  nature 
of  a  fine  {q),  for  to  add  one  other  life  to  the  remaining  two 
lives,  and  so  to  continue  the  renewing  of  such  lease  or  leases, 
paying  as  aforesaid  to  the  said  John  Crew  68/.  for  every  life 
so  added  or  renewed  as  aforesaid  from  time  to  time.  And 
Crew,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  &c.,  covenanted  with  Moor,  his 
executors,  &c.,  that  he.  Crew,  his  heirs,  &c.,  would,  for  the 
consideration  of  68/.  as  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  to  Crew,  his 
heirs,  &c.,  at  Crew  Hall,  or  at  the  place  where  the  said  hall 
then  stood,  execute  one  or  more  lease  or  leases  under  the 
same  rents  and  covenants  with  the  lease  of  1682,  and  therein 
add  such  life  or  lives  of  such  person  or  persons  as  should  be 
then  and  at  such  time  nominated  to  be  added  by  the  said 
Moor,  his  executors,  Sec.,  within  the  term  of  twelve  months 
next  after  the  death  of  any  such  life  as  aforesaid.  The  plain- 
tiff was  assignee  of  Moor.    Lord  Hardwicke  was  of  opinion 


(o)  Kirkham  r.  Chadwick,  ]  3  Ves. 

547. 

(p)  Furnival  v.  Crew,  3  Atk.  83; 
S.  C.  9  Mod.  446 ;  Approved  of  in 
Baynbam  v.  Guy's  Hospital,  3  Ves. 
295 ;  Moore  v.  Foley,  6  Ves.  237;  and 
Iggulden  V.  May,  7  East,  245. 

(q)  The  conclusion  of  this  covenant, 
and  the  succeeding  covenant,  are  taken 


from  a  note  attached  to  the  3rd  edition 
of  Atkyns  by  Sanders,  and  as  the  co- 
venant appeared  in  the  registrar's 
book,  and  not  from  the  covenant  as  it 
is  set  out  in  the  text  of  Atkyns's  Re- 
port. Part  of  Lord  Ilardwicke's  j  ndg- 
ment  is  scarcely  intelligible  when 
applied  to  the  covenant  in  the  text  of 
Atkyns. 


I 
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that  the  words  "  and  so  to  continue  the  renewing  of  such 
lease  or  leases  to  Thomas  Moor^  or  his  assigns^  paying  as 
aforesaid/'  clearly  meant,  not  barely  continuing  a  new  life, 
but  continuing  and  filling  up  the  estate  from  time  to  time; 
and  that  the  or  (in  lease  or  leases)  must  be  construed  and; 
comprehending  new  leases  :  and  that  the  words  "  for  eveiy 
life  so  added  as  aforesaid '^  signified  any  of  the  lives  in 
the  future  leases.  And  he  decreed  in  favor  of  a  perpetual 
renewal,  declaring  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  have  the 
like  covenants  inserted  upon  every  new  renewal,  as  well  upon 
the  death  of  the  new  lives,  as  upon  the  death  of  the  old. 

It  seems  to  be  considered  that  the  words  "  firom  time  to 
time,''  or  "  and  so  toties  quoties"  added  to  the  covenant  will 
have  the  same  effect  (r);  though,  in  Baynham  v,  Guy's  Hos- 
pital («),  the  words  ^'  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  here- 
after" were  held  to  be  controlled  in  tins  respect  by  the  other 
parts  of  the  covenant. 

A  covenant  in  the  following  terms : — ''And  further  it  is 
agreed  between  the  said  parties,  that  the  said  W.  F.,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  is  to  pay  the  sum  of  15/.  sterling  upon  the 
death  of  any  of  the  lives  that  shall  first  happen;  that  in  con- 
sideration thereof  the  said  M.  H.,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall 
perfect  a  new  lease  of  the  premises  for  three  lives,  under 
the  yearly  reservations  and  covenants  aforesaid,  whereof  two 
of  the  said  lives  are  to  be  part  of  the  said  three  lives ;  and 
upon  the  same  terms  upon  all  times  hereafter  upon  the  death 
of  any  life,  the  renewing  of  a  life,  or  changing  of  a  life ;  the 
said  lease  to  be  perfected  at  the  costs  and  charges  of  the  said 
W.  F.,  his  heirs  and  assigns,"  has  likewise  been  held  to 
amount  to  a  covenant  for  perpetual  renewal  (t). 

But  an  agreement  in  a  lease  for  lives,  ''that,  upon  the 
renewing  or  inserting  of  any  life  or  lives,  there  shall  be  paid 

(r)  Fumiyal  v.  Crew,  sap.     Iggiil-  Scriv.  156. 

den  V.  May,  7  East,  242-3 ;  3  Smith,  ($)  Baynham  «.  Gny^s  Hospital,  3 

269.     Maxwell  v.  Ward,  11  Pri.  3  ;  Ves.  295. 

S.  C.  13  Pri.  674  ;  1  McGeL  458.  And  (0  Lord  Qermont  v.  The  Marquis 

see  Atkinson  r.  Pilsworth,  I  Vem.  &  of  Downahire,  cited.  Batty,  541,n.  (b). 
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by  the  lessee,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  unto  the  lessor,  his  heirs 
or  assigns,  the  full  sum  of  16/.  16«.  4J.  sterling,'^  was  held 
not  to  import  a  perpetual  renewal  («). 

The  covenant  firequently  stipulates  that  the  lessor  shall 
renew  ''  under  the  same  rent  and  covenants''  as  those  con- 
tained in  the  original  lease;  and  two  or  three  cases  are  to  be 
found  where  it  was  held  that  these  words  rendered  necessary 
the  insertion  of  a  like  covenant  for  renewal  in  each  succeeding 
lease,  thus  virtually  converting  the  covenant  into  one  for  per- 
petual renewal.  This  was  decided  by  the  House  of  Lords,  on 
appeal,  in  the  case  of  Bridges  v.  Hitchcock  (a?).  The  appellant 
demised  a  mill  and  premises  to  Stapleton,  through  whom 
the  respondents  claimed,  for  twenty-one  years,  at  a  yearly 
rent;  and  covenanted  that  if  the  lessee,  his  executors,  &c., 
should  at  any  time  thereafter  before  the  expiration  of  the 
term  be  minded  to  renew  and  take  a  further  lease  of  the  pre- 
mises, then,  upon  application  made  at  any  time  before  the 
last  six  months  of  the  said  term,  he  (the  appellant),  his  heirs 
or  assigns,  would  grant  such  farther  term  as  should  by  the 
lessee,  his  executors,  &c.,  be  desired,  without  any  fine,  "  and 
under  the  same  rents  and  covenants  only''  as  in  that  lease.  It 
appeared  that  the  respondents  had  expended  1800/.  in  con- 
verting the  corn-mill  into  a  mill  for  manufEU^turing  brass  and 
iron,  and  in  building  a  substantial  brick  mill-house  in  the 
place  of  the  com  mill-house  formerly  standing.  On  a  bill 
filed  in  the  court  of  Exchequer,  the  appellant  was  decreed  to 
execute  a  new  lease  to  the  respondent,  Hitchcock,  for  twenty- 
one  years,  under  the  same  rents  and  covenants  as  in  the  old 
lease,  which  new  lease  was  to  be  settled  by  one  of  the  Barons 
in  case  the  parties  differed.  Pursuant  to  this  decree,  the  new 
lease  was  settled  by  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  and  contained  a 
covenant  to  grant  a  further  lease  at  the  end  of  the  new  term. 


(«)  Bell    dem.    Smyth  v.   Nangle,  1  Irish  £q.  Rep.  lid. 
IJebb.  &Sy.  199;  S.  C.2Jebb&Sy.  {x)  Bridges  v.   Hitchoock,   1  Bro. 

629 ;  S.  C,  on  appeal,  nom.  Smyth  v.  P.  G.  522  ;   Toml.  Ed.  Vol.  5,  p.  6 ; 

Nangle,  7  Cla.  &  Fin.  405 ;  I  WeeVs  Jonr.  Vol  20,   p.  87,  decided  A.D. 

Appeal  Cases,  184.     Nangle  v.  Smith,  1715. 
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Against  this  decree  Bridges  appealed^  insisting  that  the  cove- 
nant for  a  farther  lease,  after  the  expiration  of  the  new  lease, 
was  in  the  nature  of  a  perpetuity  upon  the  appellant's  estate, 
and  might,  according  to  the  decree,  be  demanded  firom  time 
to  time  continually,  which  was  contrary  to  the  meaning  of 
the  covenant  in  the  first  lease,  and  of  the  parties  thereto. 
On  the  other  side,  it  was  contended,  that  the  covenant  entered 
into  by  the  appellant  to  grant  such  farther  lease  as  should  be 
demanded,  under  the  same  rents  and  covenants  only  as  in  the 
original  lease,  was  the  only  foundation  and  encouragement 
which  the  parties  had  for  expending  so  much  money  upon 
the  premises  as  they  had  done,  and,  accordingly,  that  it  was 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  covenant  that  the  lessee 
should  be  at  liberty  to  renew  as  often  as  he  should  require. 
It  was  finally  ordered  that  the  appeal  should  be  dismissed, 
and  the  decree  of  the  Exchequer  afSrmed. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  absence  of  all  remark  by  the 
court  of  appeal  in  Bridges  v,  Hitchcock  renders  it  impossible 
to  state  the  ground  of  the  decree.  Lord  Hardwicke  appears 
to  have  considered  that  it  was  influenced  by  the  fact  of  the 
tenant's  having  expended  a  considerable  sum  on  the  premises. 
"  It  was  mentioned,"  said  his  Lordship  {y),  '^  that  1800/.  had 
been  laid  out  by  the  tenant  in  turning  the  corn-mill  into  a 
wire-mill,  and  therefore  he  was  entitled  to  a  building  lease. 
Suppose  the  court  had  decreed  him  another  term  only  of 
twenty-one  years ;  it  might  appear  to  be  a  satisfaction  for 
the  sum  so  expended ;  but  the  court  of  Exchequer  were  of 
opinion  to  decree  him  a  lease  with  the  same  covenant  of 
renewal  firom  time  to  time."  Lord  Ellenborough,  however,  and 
afterwards  the  Exchequer  Chamber  {z),  referred  the  decision  to 
a  different  ground :  His  Lordship  denied  that  it  turned  on  the 
covenant  to  grant  under  the  same  covenants ;  he  said  that 
it  had  the  additional  circumstance  of  the  covenant  to  grant 
such  fiirther  lease  as  the  lessee  should  desire ;  so  that  the 


(y)  In  FmniYal  v.  Crew,  3  Atk.  89. 
(z)  In  Iggulden  v.  May,  7  East,  245;  3  Smitli,  279 ;  2  New  Rep.  452. 
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covenant  left  it  to  the  lessee  himself  to  say  what  interest  he 
would  require  to  be  granted  to  him^  without  any  restriction 
or  Umitation^  except  that  no  covenant  should  be  introduced 
not  contained  in  the  original  lease :  nor  was  it  unfair  (added 
his  Lordship)  to  infer  from  thence^  that  he  who  might  have 
asked  a  lease  for  any  number  of  years^  did  not  exceed  what 
was  intended  by  requiring  one  with  a  covenant  to  renew. 
And  Lord  Thurlow  seems  to  have  inclined  to  the  same 
opinion  (a). 

By  the  decision  of  this  case^  however^  Lord  Hardwicke  was 
influenced  in  Fumival  r.  Crew  (b)^  already  quoted^  where  he 
decreed  in  favor  of  a  perpetual  renewal,  having  first  noticed 
that  in  the  case  of  Bridges  v.  Hitchcock  the  court  of  Exche- 
quer, and  afterwards  the  House  of  Lords,  had  held  that,  under 
the  words  the  words  ''the  same  rents  and  covenants,'^  the 
covenant  for  renewal  ought  to  be  inserted. 

Cooke  V,  Booth  (c),  though  decided  chiefly  on  a  principle 
which  will  be  more  particularly  noticed  in  a  future  page  {d), 
clearly  admitted  the  propriety  of  the  rule  laid  down  in  Bridges 
i;.  Hitchcock,  that  "  under  the  same  rents  and  covenants^' 
included  the  covenant  for  renewal. 

Should  these  cases  (Bridges  v.  Hitchcock,  Fumival  v.  Crew, 
and  Cooke  v.  Booth,)  be  considered  as  having  decided  that  a 
right  to  a  fresh  covenant  to  renew,  and  so  totiee  qttoties,  arose 
from  the  words  ''under  the  same  rents  and  covenants,''  it  is  cer- 
tain that  more  recent  decisions  are  of  a  different  tendency. 
One  case  (e),  however,  which  came  before  Lord  Macclesfield 
in  the  interval  between  Bridges  v.  Hitchcock  and  Fumival 
V.  Crew,  and  seems  to  establish  the  reverse  of  the  doctrine 
propounded  by  those  cases,  deserves  to  be  fully  mentioned, 
with  a  view  to  appreciate  the  remarks  made  on  it  by  Lord 
Hardwicke  in  Fumival  v.  Crew.    Skinner  demised  the  house 


(a)  Tritton  v.  Fooie,  2  Cox,  174.  (e)  Hyde  ».  Skixmer,   2   P.  Wins. 

(6)  Fumival  v.  Crew,  3  Atk.  83 ;  196 ;  S.  C.  1  Hargr.  Jur.  Arg.  425 ; 

S.  G.  9  Mod.  446.  8  Hargr.  Juiisc.  Exerc.  193;  3  Ridgew. 

(c)  Cooke  V.  Booth,  Cowp.  819.  P.  C.  393. 

(d)  Post,  p.  725. 
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in  question  to  Hyde  for  five  years^  and  covenanted  to  renew 
the  lease  at  the  same  rent  and  on  the  same  covenants,  upon 
the  request  of  Hyde  within  the  term.  Hyde  died  within  the 
term,  having  laid  out  a  considerable  sum  of  money  in  im- 
proving the  premises ;  and  his  executors,  within  the  term,  re- 
quested Skinner  to  make  a  new  lease  to  them  for  fifty  years, 
at  the  old  rent.  It  was  objected,  that  the  request  ought  to 
have  been  made  by  the  lessee  himself,  and  not  by  his  execu- 
tors, who  might  be  insolvent  persons,  and  that  the  lessor  might 
be  in  danger  of  losing  his  rent.  The  Lord  Chancellor,  how- 
ever, said: — ''The  executors  of  every  man  are  implied  in 
himself,  and  bound  without  naming;  and  the  meaning  of 
this  covenant  was  to  the  end  the  lessee  might  be  reimbursed 
the  money  which  he  had  laid  out  in  the  improvement  of  the 
premises,  for  which  reason  it  is  immaterial  whether  the  tes- 
tator or  the  executors  required  the  renewal  of  the  lease;  it 
need  not  be  personal.  But  then  the  request  for  making  of  a 
lease  for  fifty  years  is  too  much ;  for  it  might  have  been  as 
well  for  100  or  200  years ;  but,  the  usual  term  of  leasing  being 
for  twenty-one  years,  let  the  defendant  demise  the  premises 
to  the  plaintifi^  for  twenty-one  years,  or  for  any  lesser  term  as 
the  plaintiff  shall  elect.  And  though  the  lease  is  to  be  made 
on  the  same  covenants,  yet  that  shall  not  take  in  a  covenant 
for  the  renewing  this  new  lease,  forasmuch  as  then  the  lease 
would  never  be  at  an  end^\  His  Lordship  then  disposed  of 
the  objection  that  the  executors  might  be  insolvent.  Li  answ» 
to  this  case  when  it  was  quoted  in  Fumival  v.  Crew,  Lord 
Hardwicke  said,  that  it  could  not  be  applied  as  an  authority 
in  the  case  before  him,  nor  could  hardly  be  an  authority  in 
any ;  for  the  decree  looked  something  more  like  an  award  and 
a  compromise  than  a  decree :  and,  though  cited  by  counsel  in 
the  case  of  Cooke  v.  Booth,  it  was  not  noticed  by  the  judges, 
their  opinion  being  principally  guided  by  the  construction 
supposed  to  have  been  put  on  the  covenant  by  the  parties 
themselves. 

In  this  case  of  Hyde  v.  Skinner,  as  well  as  in  Bridges  r. 
Hitchcock,  previously  noticed,  the  circumstance  of  the  plaintiff 
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haying  expended  money  on  the  premises  seems  to  have  been 
taken  into  consideration  in  estimating  his  right;  bnt  there 
are  later  cases^  decided  independently  of  such  particular  cir- 
cumstances^ which  establish  the  rule  that  the  mere  words 
''  under  the  same  rent  and  covenants^'  do  not  imply  a  repeti- 
tion of  renewals. 

The  case  of  Davis  v,  the  Taylors'  Company  (/),  decided  by 
Sir  Joseph  Jekyll  in  1736^  went  to  this  extent.  A  lease  was 
made  by  the  defendants  to  the  plaintiff^s  testator,  of  a  house 
for  twenty-one  years^  with  a  covenant  by  the  defendants^  at 
the  end  of  the  first  seven  years,  upon  the  surrender  of  that 
lease,  to  make  a  new  lease  for  twenty- one  years,  ''at  the  same 
rent  and  with  the  same  covenants^'  as  were  reserved  and  con- 
tained in  the  old  lease.  The  bill  was  for  a  specific  performance 
of  the  covenant,  and  the  question  was,  whether  the  covenant 
for  renewal  should  be  inserted  in  the  new  lease.  The  Master  of 
the  RoUs  was  of  opinion  that  it  should  not,  there  being  no  words 
to  show  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  parties  that  the  lease 
should  be  renewed  toties  quoiies,  for  that  in  effect  would  be  to 
give  the  plaintiff  a  fee;  andhe,  therefore,  decreed  the  defendants 
to  make  a  new  lease,  but  without  the  covenant  for  renewal. 

Russell  V.  Darwin  (^),  before  Lord  Camden  in  1767,  was 
to  the  same  effect.  A  lease  was  made  to  Richard  Russell,  his 
executors^  &c.,  for  ninety-nine  years,  if  three  persons  or  any 
of  them  should  so  long  live,  rendering  rent ;  and  the  lessor 
covenanted,  upon  the  death  of  any  of  the  cestuis  que  vie  (by 
name),  to  add  a  new  third  life,  upon  payment  of  200^.,  within 
six  months;  or,  upon  the  death  of  two  of  them  (by  name), 
within  six  months  to  add  two  new  lives,  upon  payment  of 
500^. ;  or  upon  the  death  of  ail  of  them  (by  name),  upon  pay- 
ment of  1150^.,  to  make  a  new  lease  or  grant  for  any  three 
new  lives  to  be  nominated  and  appointed  by  the  said  Richard 
Russell,  his  executors,  &c.,  for  the  like  term  as  was  thereby 

(/)  Davis  V.  The  Taylors'  Company,  ($r)  RnsBell  v,  Darwin,  2  Bro.  C.  C. 

dted  from  Melmoth's  M.S.  Reports,  638-9,  5th  Ed.  by  Belt,  n.  (f)  ;  S.  G. 

3  Bidgew.  P.  C.  395;   S.  C.  1  Hargr.  Cowp.  822. 
Jnrid.  Aig.  427;  3  Juriac.  Exerc.  195. 
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demised^  "  at  and  under  the  like  rent^  covenants^  and  agree- 
ments therein  contained/'  All  three  lives  dropped^  and  the 
only  question  respecting  the  new  lease  was,  whether  it  should 
contain  a  covenant  for  renewal,  in  the  same  words,  or  to  the 
same  effect,  as  that  inserted  in  the  original  demise.  Lord 
Camden  was  of  opinion  that  the  defendants  were  not  under 
any  obligation  to  grant  any  further  lease  than  for  three  new 
lives  only ;  and  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  have  any 
covenant  inserted  for  any  fiirther  renewal,  the  words  of  the 
old  covenant  not  obliging  the  lessors  to  grant  a  new  lease 
but  upon  the  death  of  some  one  of  the  three  persons  named 
in  that  lease;  and,  they  being  all  dead,  the  plaintiff  could  daim 
no  further  renewal  (h) ;  and,  therefore,  his  lordship  decreed  the 
defendants,  upon  payment  to  them  of  the  fine  of  1150/.,  to 
grant  to  the  plaintiff  a  new  lease  for  ninety-nine  years,  renew- 
able (i)  on  the  deaths  of  three  persons  named  in  the  prepared 
lease,  but  without  any  covenant  for  any  fiirther  renewal. 

In  the  next  case  of  Beece,  or  Bees,  v.  Lord  Dacre  {k),  the 
lessor  covenanted,  on  the  droppii^  of  any  two  of  the  three 
lives  on  which  the  lease  was  held,  to  grant  a  new  lease  for 
ninety-nine  years,  if  the  two  new  lives  and  the  old  life,  or 
either  of  them,  should  so  long  continue;  such  new  lease  to 
have  and  contain  ''the  same  covenants,  reservations,  provisoes, 
conditions,  and  agreements.^'  The  lessee  filed  his  bill  for  a  new 
lease,  and  insisted  on  the  insertion  of  a  firesh  covenant  for 
renewal.  Lord  Thurlow  at  first  thought  of  dismissing  it,  but 
at  last  ordered  the  plaintiff  to  bring  his  action  at  law  on  the 
covenant.  No  action,  however,  was  brought,  and  the  plain- 
tiff ultimatdy  abandoned  his  claim,  having  consented  to  take 
a  lease  without  the  covenant  for  renewal. 

In  Tritton  v.  Foote  (/),  before  Lord  Thurlow  in  1789,  the 

(h)  So  in  the  report    Should  it  not  332;  2  Bro.  C.  C.  638.  A.D.  1788. 
be,  that  the  plaintiff  could  claim  no  (/)  Tritton  v.  Foote,  2  Bro.  C.  C. 

further  covenant  for  further  renewal  1  636;  S.  C.  2  Coi^  1 74,  where  the  judg- 

(t)  So  in  the   report,  though,  no  ment  ia  more  fully  reported.    And  see 

doubt,  a  mistake  for  deisrminable.  Lord  Brougham's  remarks  on  this  cue 

(k)  Reece,  or  Rees,  v.  Lord  Dacre,  in  Brown  v.  Tighe,  8  Bli.  P.  C.  N.  S. 

3  Hargr.  Jurisc.  Exerc.  206-7;  237;  272,  287;  S.  C.  2  CU.  &  Fin.  396. 
S.  C.  1  Hargr.  Jurid.  Arg.438 ;  9  Ves. 
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lease  was  for  twenty-one  years^  with  a  covenant  by  the  lessor^ 
at  the  end  of  the  term  to  execute  a  new  lease  for  the  farther 
term  of  seven  years^  to  commence  from  the  end  of  the  former 
twenty-one;  '^ subject  to  the  same  rents^  and  pursuant  to  the 
same  exceptions,  covenants,  reservations,  and  conditions,  and 
agreements,  in  all  rofpecis,  as  were  contained  in  the  original 
lease/'  The  same  question  as  before  arose,  the  plaintiff 
having  tendered  a  lease  containing  a  covenant  for  granting  a 
second  lease  for  seven  years,  and  filed  his  bill  on  its  execution 
being  refused.  It  will  be  observed,  that  the  words  in  this 
case  were  more  general  and  comprehensive  than  the  words  in 
the  former  cases :  in  addition  to  which,  Bridges  i;.  Hitchcock, 
Fumival  v.  Crew,  Cooke  v.  Booth,  and  Bicece,  or  Bices,  v. 
Lord  Dacre,  were  cited  to  the  court  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff; 
but,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  preceding  decisions,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  his  present  inclination  was  to  dis- 
miss the  biU;  but  Mr.  Mansfield  suggesting  that  in  that  case 
the  plaintiff  would  not  have  his  lease  for  seven  years,  his 
lordship  declared  him  entitled  to  a  lease  for  seven  years  only; 
and  said,  that  he  had  not  an  idea  that  the  intention  of  the 
lessor  was  to  renew  the  covenant  of  renewal,  or  that  it  could 
be  so  construed  in  a  court  of  equity ;  and  that  he  made  this 
decree  for  the  same  reasons  that  Lord  Mansfield  gave  in  the 
case  before  him. 

Baynham  v.  Guy's  Hospital  (m)  seems  also  an  authority  for 
the  same  doctrine,  though  the  point  for  the  court  to  decide 
was,  whether  the  lessee  was  not  precluded  by  his  own  laches 
from  obtaining  any  renewal  at  all.  But  his  counsel  are  not 
reported  to  have  urged  his  daim  on  the  words  ''at  and  under 
the  yearly  rents  and  covenants  hereinbefore  reserved'',  con- 
tained in  the  covenant  for  renewal. 

The  next  case  on  the  subject  is  Moore  v.  Foley  (n).  Lord 
Foley  granted  certain  premises  to  Robert  Moore  for  tiie 

(m)  Baynbam  v.  Giiy*a  Hoepital^  3  on  this  case  in  Brown  v.  Tighe,  8  Bli. 

Ve8.295.    A.D.  1796.  P.  C.  N.  S.  272.  290;  S.  C.  2  Cla.  & 

(»)  Mooreii.Foley,6Ves.282.  A.D.  Fin.  S96. 
1 80 1 .    See  Lord  Brougham's  remarks 
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lives  of  his  three  children^  Bobart,  James,  and  Maiy,  and 
of  the  longest  liver  of  them^  and  covenanted,  that  when  any 
one  of  the  cestuis  que  vie  should  die,  the  survivors,  within  a 
year  after  the  death  of  such  one  as  should  first  happen  to  die, 
should  pay  to  Lord  Foley  42/.  6s.,  and  that  Lord  Foley,  upon 
that  payment,  and  surrender  of  the  former  lease,  would  grant 
another  lease  for  the  lives  of  the  survivors,  and  the  life  of 
such  other  person  as  they  should  name,  and  the  life  of  the 
longest  liver  of  them,  ''at,  for,  and  under  the  like  rent,  cove- 
nants, and  conditions,  as  were  therein  contained  and  reserved'': 
and  moreover  "  it  was  mutually  granted  and  agreed,  that,  in 
such  grant  to  be  made  by  Lord  Foley,  his  heirs  or  assigns, 
unto  Robert  Moore,  the  elder,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  it  should 
be  covenanted  and  agreed,  that  when  and  as  often  as  any 
one  of  the  said  three  persons  for  whose  lives  the  said  grant 
should  be  made  should  happen  to  die,  then  the  survivors  of 
them  should,  within  one  year  after  the  death  of  such  one 
person,  pay  to  Lord  Foley,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  the  sum  of 
4bZL  6«.,  and  surrender  the  grant  then  in  being;  and  Lord 
Foley,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  should,  upon  the  payment  of  the 
said  money,  and  surrendering  up  of  such  grant,  at  the  request 
and  charges  of  the  said  survivors  of  such  lessees,  execute 
another  grant  unto  the  said  survivors  of  such  lessees,  for  and 
during  the  lives  of  such  two  of  the  said  persons  as  should  be 
then  living,  and  for  the  life  of  such  other  person  as  the  said 
survivors  of  the  said  lessees  should  nominate, '  under  the  like 
rents,  covenants,  provisoes,  and  conditions,  as  were  therein 
contained';  provided  that  when  any  two  of  such  persons  for 
whose  life  such  grant  should  happen  to  be  made  should 
happen  to  die  within  one  year,  and  before  such  new  grant 
ought  to  be  made,  according  to  the  true  meaning  of  the  said 
lease,  then  the  survivor  of  such  lessees  should,  within  one 
year  next  after  the  death  of  such  second  person  of  the  said 
three  persons  for  whose  lives  such  grant  should  be  made,  pay 
to  Lord  Foley,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  the  simi  of  102/.  6t.,  and 
that  Lord  Foley,  lus  heirs  or  assigns,  should,  upon  receipt  of 
the  said  money,  and  surrendering  up  of  the  grant  then  in 


Ch.  VII. S.  II.]  renewal:— QUANTITY  OP  INTEREST.  721 

beings  at  the  request  and  charges  of  such  surviying  lessee^ 
execute  another  grant  unto  such  surviving  lessee,  for  the 
lives  of  such  surviying  lessee,  and  of  such  two  other  per- 
sons as  such  surviving  lessee  should  nominate,  'at  for  and 
under  the  Uke  rents,  covenants,  and  conditions,  as  were 
therein  mentioned  and  contained  \  Provided,  that  if  at  any 
time  Robert  Moore,  the  elder,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  should, 
upon  the  death  of  any  one  or  more  of  them  the  said  Robert, 
James,  and  Mary,  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  to  Lord  Foley,  his 
heirs  or  assigns,  the  said  respective  sums,  or  to  surrender  the 
grant  then  in  being,  and  accept  a  new  grant,  it  might  be 
lawful  for  Lord  Foley,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  enter  and  hold 
until  he  and  they  should  have  received  the  said  several  and 
respective  sums  with  interest,  and  then  he  and  they  should 
make  such  grants,  &;c.,  as  he  and  they  ought  to  have  made  if 
the  money  had  been  paid  at  the  Hme"  Sir  Wm.  Grant  was 
of  opinion,  upon  the  whole,  that  the  lessee  was  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  four  renewals :  one  under  the  covenant  in  the 
original  grant ;  then  having  got  his  three  lives  again,  he  had 
the  stipulation  for  renewal  when  any  one  of  them  should  die. 
There  being  no  words  clear  in  this  case,''  said  his  Honor, 
nor  any  words  relative  to  perpetual  renewal ;  but  the  par- 
ties themselves  having  limited  it,  the  question  is,  whether  the 
proviso  that  the  renewal  shall  be  under  the  same  rents,  cove- 
nants, and  conditions,  as  the  first  lease,  shall,  in  the  absence 
of  more  positive  stipulation,  amount  to  a  perpetual  renewal. 
Upon  Tritton  v.  Foote,  and  Russell  v.  Darwin,  I  am  bound  to 
bold  that  a  covenant  for  renewal  under  the  same  covenants 
does  not  include  the  covenant  to  renew,  but  that  it  means 
only  a  second  lease,  not  a  perpetuity  of  leases.'' 

The  next,  and  perhaps  the  strongest  case,  is  Iggulden  v. 
May  (o),  in  which  the  naked  point  was  presented  to  the  court. 
The  covenant,  drawn  with  singular  brevity  and  simplicity, 
provided,  that  at  the  end  of  eighteen  years  of  the  term  of 

(o)  Iggulden  v.  May,  1  Ves.  325.  In      point  was  raued,  but  not  touched  by 
Dowling  o.  Mill,  1  Madd.  541,  dedded      the  decudon. 
subeequently  to  Iggulden  v.  May,  the 

VOL.  I.  3  A 


fi 
ti 


722  OF  THE  TERM  OF  THE  LEASE.  [Past  IT. 

twenty-one  years  (for  which  the  lease  was  granted),  or  before, 
upon  request  of  the  lessee,  the  lessor  would  seal  and  deUver  to 
the  lessee  a  new  lease  of  the  premises,  for  the  like  fine  or  con- 
sideration of  5/.  Ss,y  for  the  like  time  and  term  of  twentjr-one 
years,  at  the  like  yearly  rent  of  6«.  9d., ''  with  all  covenants, 
grants,  and  articles'',  as  in  the  then  present  indenture  were 
contained.  The  lease  contained  no  other  express  coveiant;  a 
circumstance  which  wasui^ed  in  ai^oment  forthe  plaintiff  as 
decisive  of  the  intention  that  every  lease  should  include  the 
covenant,  and  that  there  should  be  a  perpetual  renewal;  as, 
unless  that  covenant  were  preserved,  those  words  would  be 
useless.  Lord  Eldon,  admitting  that  the  general  doctrine  on 
the  general  words  was  oppoaeA  to  the  readmission  of  the  cove- 
nant for  renewal  in  the  renewed  lease,  was  not  su£Bciaitly 
satisfied  as  to  the  legal  meaning  of  the  covenant;  and  therefore 
ordered  the  plaintiff's  bill  to  be  retained  for  twelve  months, 
with  liberty  to  brii^  an  action.  The  plaintiff  then  resorted 
to  the  court  of  King's  Bench  (p),  and  afterwards  carried  the 
question  on  appeal  to  the  Exchequer  Chamber  (9),  in  both  of 
which  courts  judgment  was  given  against  Mm.  In  answer  to 
the  plaintiff's  argument  that  tbe  word  covenanis  could  not  be 
satisfied  without  the  insertion  of  a  covenant  for  renewal,  it 
was  said  (r),  "  that  that  word  would  be  UteraUy  satisfied  by 
the  lessor's  granting  a  lease  with  a  covenant  for  good  titte, 
and  quiet  enjoyment,  and  the  lessee  himself  being  bound  by 
no  other  covenant  on  his  part  than  that  contained  in  the  first 
iadenture,  viz.,  to  pay  the  rent;  with  power  of  entry  and  dis- 
tress : " — In  passing  we  may  observe,  that,  as  the  first  indenture 
contained  no  other  express  covenant  than  the  one  for  renewal, 
the  court,  in  alluding  to  the  lessee's  covenant  to  pay  rent, 
probably  meant  the  implied  covenlmt  on  the  Beddendum  {s). 

Kenny  tr«  Forde  (f),  determined  in  Ireland,  is  consistent 
witk  these  dedsions.   There>  a  lease  was  made  for  the  lives  of 


(p)  7  East,  237.  the  Fifth,  Ch.  IX.,  aa  to  the  Beddsn- 

Iq)  2  New  Rep.  449.  dum. 

(r)  7  East,  243-4.  2  New  Rep.  452.  (t)  Kenny  v.  Forde,  Batty,  5S4. 
(#)  See  9  Ves.  330;  and  post,  Part 
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A.,  B.,  &  C.^  and  contained  a  oorenant  by  the  lessor  with  the 
lessees^  their  and  every  of  their  heirs^  executors^  administra- 
tors;  and  assigns,  and  with  the  survivor  of  them,  that,  at  the 
death  of  any  of  the  said  three  lives  thereinbefore  mentioned, 
their,  or  any,  or  either  of  their  heirs,  executors,  administra- 
tors, and  assigns,  at  all  times  thereafter,  upon  payment  of 
one  year's  rent  to  the  lessor,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  it  should  be 
lawful  for  any  and  every  al  the  surviving  lessees,  their  or  any 
or  either  of  their  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns, 
to  put  in  any  new  life  as  he  or  they  should  nominate  and 
appoint ,'  and  the  lands  and  premises  therein  before  demised 
to  be  enjoyed  during  the  said  life,  '^  at  the  rents,  covenants, 
and  reservations  therein  before  expressed^';  and  on  a  case  sent 
from  the  court  of  Chancery  to  the  court  of  King's  Bench  in 
Ireland,  the  judges  oartified,  that  the  covenant  was  not  one 
for  perpetual  renewal.  They  also  certified,  that  a  former  lease 
mentioned  to  have  been  surrendered  as  part  of  the  considera- 
tion for  the  lease  above  mentioned,  could  not  be  resorted  to 
for  the  purpose  of  expounding  the  covenant  for  renewal,  and 
of  giving  to  it  its  l^al  construction  and  effect. 

The  latest  case(te)  was  peculiar  in  the  language  of  the  cove- 
nant on  which  the  question  arose.  A  lease  was  granted  in 
1663  of  certain  lands  in  the  coimty  of  Carlow,  in  Ireland,  and 
also  of  the  timber  then  growing  or  lying  thereon,  with  power 
to  make  sale  and  disposal  thereof  as  the  lessee,  his  executors, 
administrators,  or  assigns,  should  think  fit,  without  impeach^ 
ment  of  waste,  they  planting  500  trees  of  oak  or  ash  in  the 
room  of  them,  for  the  term  of  ninety-eight  years,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  161.  for  the  first  three  years,  and  of  30/.  for  the 
remainder  of  the  term;  and  the  lessor  covenanted,  for  himself, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  request  of  the  lessee,  his  execu- 
tors, administrators,  and  assigns,  from  time  to  time  to  renew 
the  said  lease,  and  perfect  such  other  fitrther{s)  assurances  as 
the  lessee,  his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  should 

(tf)  Brown  v,  Tighe^  8  Bli.  P,  C.  N.S«      counterpart,  but  not  in  the  part  of  tlie 
272;  S.  C.  2  Oa.  &  Fin.  396.  lease  executed  hy  the  lessor.  2  Cla.  & 

(x)  The  word  Jurther  was  in  the      Fin.  398,  n. 

3  A  2 
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reasonably  require^  for  the  better  strengtbeniiig,  confirming^ 
and  sure  making  of  the  said  demised  premises  nnto  the  lessee, 
his  executors^  administrators^  and  assigns,  ''at  snch  rents,  and 
under  snch  covenants  as  contained  in  the  said  indenture  of 
lease/^at  the  charge  of  the  lessee,  his  executors,  administrators, 
and  assigns.  In  1779,  the  lease  was  renewed  for  ninety-eight 
years,  and  the  indenture  contained  all  the  same  clauses,  provi- 
sions, and  covenants,  as  in  the  original  lease,  and,  amongst 
them,  a  covenant  for  renewal  in  the  same  words  as  were  con* 
tabled  in  the  original  lease.  The  last-mentioned  lease  being 
within  a  few  years  of  expiration,  the  lessee  filed  his  bill  in 
Ireland  to  enforce  a  renewal,  which  had  been  refused  by  the 
reversioner;  but  the  court,  though  at  first  inclined  to  consider 
the  covenant  as  amounting  to  an  agreement  for  a  perpetual 
renewal,  upon  further  consideration  held  it  to  be  a  covenant 
for  &rther  assurance  only;  and  the  judgment  was  afterwards 
affirmed  on  an  appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords,  great  stress  being 
laid  on  the  provision  requiring  the  lessee  to  plant  500  oak  or 
ash  trees  in  the  place  of  those  sold,  which  was  deemed  in- 
compatible with  the  supposition  that  the  lessor  intended  to 
part  with  Ids  whole  interest  under  a  covenant  for  perpetual 
renewal. 

On  the  whole,  it  is  indisputably  settled,  that  the  words 
^'  under  the  same  rent  and  covenants'^  are  not  of  themselves 
sufficient  to  include  the  covenant  for  renewal  (y).  Nor  will 
a  covenant  to  grant  a  lease  ^'in  the  same  form''  indude  the 
covenant  for  renewal  {z). 

Where  a  party  covenanting  to  renew  is  prevented  by  a 
subsequent  act  of  parliament  from  performing  his  contract  to 
its  full  extent,  the  court  will  decree  it  to  be  specifically  exe- 
cuted to  such  extent  as  remains  lawful;  as  where  the  dean 
and  chapter  of  St.  Paul's,  having,  before  the  restraining 
act  (a),  made  a  lease  of  Doctors'  Commons  for  ninety-nine 

(y)  And  see  Earl  of  Inchiquin  v,  (s)  Iggulden  v.  May,  2  New  Rep. 

Biunell,  3  Ridgew.  P.  C.  376 ;  3  Hai^.  452. 
Jurisc.  Exer.  178;    1  Hai^gr.  Jurid.  (a)  IS  EUz.  c  10. 

Arg.  411. 
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jears^  with  a  coyenaiLt  for  renewal^  at  the  expiration  of  that 
term,  for  ninety-nine  years  longer^  were  decreed  to  make  a 
lease  for  forty  years,  which  was  allowed  by  the  statute  of 
14  Eliz.  ell  (A). 


III. — As  to  the  acts  of  the  parties  being  received  in  evidence  in 

aid  of  construction. 

In  this  place  we  may  notice  how  strongly  the  conrts  have 
generally  opposed  the  doctrine,  advanced  in  Cooke  v.  Booth  (c), 
and  apparently  sanctioned  by  Lord  Hardwicke  ((f),  that  the 
acts  of  the  parties,  or  their  impression  of  the  effect  of  their 
covenant,  could  be  admitted  as  a  key  to  its  construction. 
Cooke  V,  Booth  was  a  case  out  of  Chancery  for  the  opinion 
of  the  court  of  King's  Bench ;  in  which  it  was  stated,  that  a 
lease  was  granted  for  three  lives,  and  that  the  lessor  cove- 
nanted, that  if  the  lessee,  his  heirs,  &c.,  should  be  desirous, 
on  the  decease  of  the  lives  or  any  of  them,  to  add  one  life  to 
the  then  two  in  being,  in  lieu  of  the  life  so  dying,  then  he, 
the  lessor,  on  the  surrender  of  the  lease  in  being,  and  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  money  for  every  life  to  be  added  in  lieu  of 
the  life  of  every  of  them  so  dying,  would  grant  a  new  lease  for 
the  lives  of  the  two  persons  named  in  the  former  lease  as 
should  be  then  Uving,  and  of  such  other  person  as  the  lessee, 
his  heirs,  &c.,  should  name,  in  Ueu  of  the  person  named  in 
the  preceding  lease,  as  the  same  should  respectively  happen 
to  die,  under  the  same  annual  rent,  and  the  same  covenants 
therein  contained.  The  lease  bore  date  the  22nd  of  December, 
1749,  and  there  had  been  successive  renewals,  containing  the 


(&>  BetesworUi,  or  Betsworth,  v. 
The  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St  Paul's, 
Sel.  Ga.  in  Ch.  66;  S.  C.  2£q.  Ca.  Ab. 
26.  pL  30 ;  S.  C,  on  appeal,  where  the 
decree  below  was  rerersed,  3  Bro.  P.  C. 
389;  Toml.  Ed.  Vol.  1,  p.  240 ;  Gro. 
&  Rud.  of  Law  &  Eq.  254.  In  the 
book  last  named  it  is  said,  deariy  by 
mistake,  that  the  House  of  Lords  de- 


creed the  Dean  and  Chapter  to  renew 
for  twenty  [instead  of  forty]  years. 

(c)  Cowp.  819. 

(i)  Fumival  v.  Crew,  3  Atk.  88; 
S.  C.  9  Mod.  446.  The  same  mode  of 
construction  was  adopted  in  the  Irish 
House  of  Lords  in  Atkinson  v.  Pils- 
worth,  1  Vem.  &  Scriv.  157.  161. 
A.D.  1787. 
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same  clause  of  renewal,  firom  the  time  of  a  former  lease 
granted  by  the  ancestor  of  the  lessor  in  1688^  down  to  the 
date  of  the  lease  in  question;  viz.^  a  renewal  by  the  lessor  in 
1725 ;  another  in  1746 ;  another  in  1748^  which  was  granted 
to  the  lessee  upon  the  same  lives  as  the  lease  in  question  (e) ; 
and  then  the  lease  of  December^  1749^  was  granted.  Upon 
the  fact  of  these  repeated  renewals  the  court  gave  their 
opinion  in  favor  of  a  perpetual  renewal.  Lord  Mansfidd  and 
Mr.  Justice  Ashhurst  founded  theirs  entirely  on  that  fact  (/); 
declaring  that  the  parties  themselves  had  put  the  construc- 
tion upon  it ;  for  there  had  been  firequent  renewals^  and  in 
all  of  them  the  covenant  for  renewal  had  been  uniformly 
repeated.  And  Lord  Mansfield  asked^  "  How  then  shall  the 
court  say  the  contrary?''  Mr.  Justice  WiQes  rested  his 
opinion  chiefly  on  that  fact :  and  both  he  and  Mr.  Justice 
Buller  considered  the  case  governed  by  the  decision  in 
Bridges  t;.  Hitchcock. 

Not  long  afterwards^  the  court  of  King's  Bench  refused  to 
admit  evidence  of  the  acts  of  the  parties  in  aid  of  the  con- 
struetion  of  a  covenant  in  unambiguous  terms^  though  Cooke 
r.  Booth  was  cited  as  an  authority  for  such  admission  (g). 

Sir  B.  P.  Arden^  M.B.,  afterwards  Lord  Alvanley,  was  the 
next  to  condemn  this  principle  of  construction.  ''  I  strongly 
protest/'  said  his  Honor  (fi),  "  against  the  ai^ument  used  by 
the  learned  judges  in  Cooke  v.  Booth,  Cowp.  819,  as  to  con- 
struing a  legal  instrument  by  the  equivocal  acts  of  the  parties, 
and  their  understanding  upon  it,  which  I  will  never  allow  to 
a£fect  my  mind.  That  case  was  sent  to  law  by  Lord  Bathurst. 
The  learned  judges  thought  fit  to  return  an  answer  to  the 
Chancellor,  that  the  legal  effect  was  a  perpetual  renewal, 
upon  the  ground  that,  by  voluntary  acts  which  the  parties 
might  or  might  not  have  done,  the  parties  themselves  had  put 


(e)  If  for  the  same  lives,  of  what  dem.  Atkyns  v.  Horde,  IBarr.  60.106. 

use  was  the  lease  in  question  t  quare.  (g)  ClLtlon  v.  Walmesley,  5  Teim 

(/)  Lord  Mansfield  seems  to  have  Rep.  564. 

entertained  a  similar  notion  with  regard  (A)  Baynham  v.  Gny's  Hospital,  3 

to  the  powers  in  the  case  of  Taylor  Ves.  298.    Eaton  r.  Lyon,  3  Yea.  694. 
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a  oonstruction  upon  it.  Mr.  Justice  Willes  stated  that  as  his 
only  ground.  Lord  Mansfield  made  it  his  chief  ground  j  but 
that  ground  was  disapproved  by  Lord  Thurlow^  and  is^  I 
thinks  totally  unfounded.  I  never  will  construe  a  covenant 
so.  I  never  was  more  amazed;  and  Mr.  Justice  Wilson, 
who  argued  it  with  me,  was  astonished  at  it.  When  it  came 
back.  Lord  Bathurst,  not  having  retained  the  great  seal  long 
enough  for  it  to  come  on  again  before  him,  it  came  before 
hcxci  Thurlow,  who  said,  that,  sitting  as  Chancellor,  when  he 
asked  the  opinion  of  a  court  of  law,  whatever  his  own 
opinion  might  be,  he  was  bound  by  that  of  the  court  of 
law  (t) ;  therefore  he  decreed  a  renewal;  but  said  he  should 
be  very  glad  if  Mr.  Booth  would  carry  it  to  a  superior  tri- 
bunal. We  had  a  consultation,  and  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Booth 
upon  it,  but  he,  being  only  tenant  for  life,  refused  to  appeal.^' 

Sir  Wm.  Grant  also,  who  succeeded  Sir  B.  P.  Arden  as 
Master  of  the  Bolls,  in  commenting  on  the  case,  said  {k) : — 
"  Even  if  the  acts  of  the  parties,  which  are  said  to  have  been 
upon  this  foundation  of  a  perpetual  renewal,  were  in  evidence 
before  me,  I  should  not  act  upon  them ;  for  certainly  that  is 
not  a  very  legal  mode  of  construction,  that  a  man  having 
done  an  act  without  being  bound  to  do  it,  or  firom  mistake, 
shall  therefore  be  bound  for  ever  without  the  power  of 
retractiag.'' 

Lord  Eldon  declared  (/),  that  he  never  could  assign  a 
satisfactory  reason  why  Lord  Bathurst  made  those  circum- 
stances part  of  the  case ;  and  stated,  as  his  opinion,  that  in 
no  form  of  action  would  it  be  competent  to  bring  upon  the 
record  the  fsict  with  reference  to  former  leases,  as  explain- 
ing the  contract  contained  in  the  last  leases;  an  opinion  in 
which  it  would  seem  {m)  Lord  EUenborough  coincided ;  and 

(t)  This  was  not  the  uniform  prac-  v.  Ward,  11  Pri.  18;  S.  C.  13  Pri. 

tice  of  Lord  Thurlow;  for  he  sent  the  674. 

ease  of  Utterson  v. Vernon,  3  Term  (k)  Moore  v,  Foley,  6 -Yes.  238. 

Rep.  539 ;  4  Term  Rep.  570,  twice  to  And  see  Balfour  v.  Wdland,  16  Yes. 

a  court  of  law  for  their  opinion.    See  156. 

9  Yes.  S29.    At  all  events,  this  aHeged  (Q  In  Iggulden  v.  May,  9  Yes.  833. 

practice  of  Lord  Thurlow  has  not  heen  (m)  Iggulden  v.  May,  7  East,  244-5. 

followed  by  later  judgea  See  Maxwell 
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vhen  the  case  of  Iggulden  v.  May  came  before  the  Exche- 
quer chamber  on  a  writ  of  error  {n),  Sir  James  Mansfield,  the 
organ  of  the  court,  pronounced  the  following  words : — *^  It  is 
true  that  similar  renewals  were  allowed  to  operate  upon  the 
judgment  of  the  court  of  Eing^s  Bench  in  Cooke  v.  Booth ; 
but  we  think  that  was  the  first  time  that  the  acts  of  the 
parties  to  a  deed  were  ever  made  use  of  in  a  court  of  law  to 
assist  the  construction  of  that  deed.  Suppose  the  original 
lessor  to  have  declared  in  the  presence  of  fifty  witnesses,  that 
he  intended  to  bind  himself  by  the  lease  to  a  perpetual 
renewal;  his  declaration  could  not  have  been  allowed  to 
alter  the  construction  of  the  lease  itself.  If  so,  why  should 
the  subsequent  renewals,  which  are  not  evidence  either  so 
strong  or  so  unequivocal  as  the  declaration  of  the  lessor,  be 
allowed  to  alter  the  construction  ? '^  His  lordship  further 
declared,  that  the  case  had  been  impeached  on  all  occa- 
sions, and  that  the  court  of  King's  Bench  were  misled  by 
the  renewals  stated  in  the  case  sent  from  the  court  of 
Chancery ''  (o). 

It  is  right,  however,  to  notice  some  more  recent  cases, 
where  the  exploded  mode  of  construction  in  Cooke  v.  Booth 
appears  to  have  been  revived.  In  one  (/?),  the  point  for  the 
consideration  of  the  court  was,  whether  an  instrument 
amounted  to  an  actual  lease,  or  an  agreement  for  a  lease 
only;  and  L.C.J.  Tindal  said(5'): — ''Upon  the  general  and 
leading  principle  in  such  cases,  we  are  to  look  to  the  words 
of  the  instrument,  and  to  the  acts  of  the  parties,  to  ascertain 
what  their  intention  was:  if  the  ^ords  of  the  instrument  be 
ambiguous,  we  may  call  in  aid  the  acts  done  under  it  as  a 
clue  to  the  intention  of  the  parties.^'  In  another  (r),  various 
questions  were  presented  for  consideration,  one  of  which  was, 
whether  an  instrument  operated  as  a  yearly  or  quarterly 

(n)  2  New  Rep.  449.  451.  And  see  Haooock  v.  GaU^  8  Bios. 

(o)  See  also  the  conclusion  of  Baron  358 ;  S.  C.  1  Mo.  &  Sc  521 . 
Smith's  judgment  in  Brown  v.  Tighe,  (g)  8  Bing.  181;  1  Mo.  &  Sc  264. 

2  Cla.  &  Fin.  405.  409,  n.  (r)  Wilkinson  v.  Hall,  3  Bing.  N.  C. 

(p)  Doe  dem.  Pearson  v.  Ries,  8  508;  S  C.  4  Scott,  301. 
Bing.   178;  S.  C.   1   Mo.  &  Sc.  259. 
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letting;  when  his  lordship^  in  the  course  of  his  judgment^ 
said  («) : — ''  Look  again  at  the  situation  of  the  parties^  which 
rendered  it  improbable  the  premises  should  be  demised  on  a 
yearly  holding,  the  lords  of  the  Treasury  being  the  owners, 
who  purchased  the  property  only  for  the  purpose  of  disposing 
of  it  to  advantage ;  and  how  much  more  easily  would  that  be 
effected  if  they  had  the  power  of  dismissing  the  occupier  at 
the  end  of  three  months.  But  it  does  not  rest  there ;  for 
the  same  construction  has  been  put  on  these  deeds  by  the 
conduct  of  the  parties  themselves,  the  lords  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  day  they  took  the  property  having  given  notice  to  the 
defendants  to  quit  at  the  end  of  a  quarter,  and  the  defendants 
having  never  objected  to  such  notice/'  And  the  same  learned 
judge  again,  in  a  case  (t)  relating  to  the  legality  of  a  distress, 
which  depended  on  an  instrument  beiag  a  lease  or  only  an 
agreement  for  one,  said,  that  the  court  might  look  at  the  acts 
of  the  parties  also;  for  there  was  no  better  way  of  seeing  what 
they  intended  than  seeing  what  they  did  under  the  instru- 
ment in  dispute.  And  Park,  J.,  also  said,  that  the  intention  of 
the  parties  must  be  collected  from  the  language  of  the  instru- 
ment, and  might  be  elucidated  by  the  conduct  they  had 
pursued. 

Pollock,  L.C.B.,  too,  in  construing  a  covenant  to  carry 
on  certain  iron  works,  declared,  that,  in  accordance  with  his 
interpretation  of  it,  it  appeared  that  the  parties  had  so  dealt 
with  the  covenant  themselves  for  a  considerable  number  of 
years  while  the  lease  was  in  operation  (t^). 

In  a  later  case  (a?),  where  the  question  was,  whether  an 
instrument  operated  as  a  lease  or  an  agreement  only,  and  it 
was  argued,  on  the  authority  of  Wilkinson  v.  Hall,  that  the 
acts  of  the  parties,  although  subsequent  to  the  commencement 
of  the  holding,  might  be  taken  into  consideration;  Lord 
Abinger,  C.  B.,  asked : — "  Can  it  be  said  that  the  legal  inten- 


(«)  a  Bing.  N.  C.  531 ;  4  Scott,  333.  &  Wei.  175.  193. 

(t)  Chapman  v,  Bluck,  4  Bing.  N.  C.  (x)  Alderman  o.  Neate,  4  Mcee.  & 

187;  S.  C.  5  Scott,  515;  1  Am.  27.  WeL  704. 
(»)  Foley  v.Addenbrooke,  13  Meea. 
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tion  of  the  instrament  k  to  be  ascertaiiied  by  the  tsmbeequent 
conduct  of  the  parties''?  aud  added^  ^'all  that  the  Chief 
Justice  meant  to  say  was^  that  the  facts  re£ei!Ted  to  by  him 
strengthened  his  yiew  of  the  intention  of  the  instrument  ^). 
And  in  the  subsequent  case  of  Doe  t;.  Powell  {z),  where  it 
was  ai^ed^  on  the  authority  of  Doe  v.  Ashbumer  (a).  Doe  r. 
Bies(£),  and  Chapman  t;.  Bluck(c),  that  a  letter  written  by  a 
landlord  subsequently  to  the  instrmnent  in  question,  showed 
that  he  understood  it  to  amount  to  an  actual  leaae^  and  not 
to  an  agreement  only;  Maule,  J.,  dedloed,  that  the  eoort 
could  only  look  at  the  instrument  itself  and  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  demise.  ''  As  to  the  materials  (continued  the 
learned  Judge)  to  which  the  court  is  to  refar  in  coming  to  a 
decision  upon  the  construction  of  instruments  of  this  nature, 
it  has  been  contended  by  my  Brother  Wilde,  that  the  inten- 
tion of  the  parties  may  be  collected  £rom  their  subsequent 
conduct;  and  for  this  he  mainly  relies  upon  a  dictum  of  my 
L.  C.  J.  in  Doe  dem.  Pearson  t;.  Bies.  In  that  case,^  the  instru- 
ment had  refer^Qce  to  the  demise  of  a  house  which  was  at 
the  time  out  of  repair,  and  of  which  it  was  necessary  that  the 
tenant,  by  whom  the  repairs  were  to  be  done,  should  be  hi 
possession  for  the  purpose  of  doing  them  for  some  time  before 
he  could  have  any  beneficial  occupation ;  and  accordingly  he 
was  let  into  immediate  possession,  though  the  rent  was  not 
to  commence  until  a  future  day.  AU  that  that  case  amounts 
to  is  this,  that  we  are  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of 
the  property,  and  not  that  collateral  acts  of  the  parties  may 
be  looked  at  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  their  inten- 
tion at  the  time  of  contracting.''  Erie,  J.,  also  said,  that 
extrinsic  evidence  was  only  admissible  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  the  state  and  circumstances  of  the  premises,  which 
could  not  appear  firom  the  instrument  itself.  And  the  L*  C.  J. 
(Tindal)  himself,  in  modification  of  his  former  remarks,  said, 

(y)  4  Mees.  &  WeL  716.  5  Term  Rep.  168. 
(z)  Doe  dem.  Morgan  v.  PoweD,  8  (()  Doe  dem.  Peanon  o.  Bim,  anp. 

Scott'8  N.  R.  687.  p.  728. 
(a)  Doe  dem.  Jackson  v.  Ashbumer,  (c)  Chapman  v.  Block,  aa^  p.  729. 
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that  there  were  many  cases  (Doe  dem.  Jaekson  v,  Ashbiimer^ 
5  T.  R.  168^  bemg  one  of  the  earliest^)  where  it  had  been  held, 
that,  in  construing  an  instrument  of  this  description,  regard 
must  be  had  to  the  intention  of  the  parties ;  and  that  for  this 
purpose  the  court  must  look  at  the  instrument  itself,  and 
at  the  subject-matter  to  which  it  related ;  but  that  further  or 
wider  than  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  they  had 
any  right  to  go. 

In  this  Tiew  we  may  perhaps  reconcile  the  remarks  of  Lord 
C.  J.  Tindal,  and  of  Mr.  Justice  Park,  in  Chapman  v.  Bind:, 
with  the  opinions  of  Lord  Alvanley,  Sir  W.  Grant,  Lord 
Eldon,  Lord  EUenborough,  and  the  other  learned  judges  before 
named  (cQ. 

IV. — As  to  the  liabilities  at  law  of  the  lessor,  and  persons 

claiming  through  or  under  him. 

If  the  lessor  refuse  to  perform,  or  by  alienation  of  his 
estate,  or  otherwise,  render  himself  incapable  of  performing, 
his  agreement,  he  is  immediately  liable  to  an  action  for 
damages  for  the  breach  (e) ;  although,  by  repurchasing  the 
estate  before  the  time  specified  for  renewal,  he  might  restore 
his  capacity  to  make  the  required  lease  (/).  His  executors 
and  administrators  are  placed  in  the  same  situation  {g).  As 
to  them,  it  is  immaterial  whether  the  contract  be  under  seal 
or  not ;  but  his  heir  is  not  liable  unless,  in  the  first  place, 
the  contract  be  under  seal ;  and,  in  the  second,  provide  for 
its  performance  by  the  heir;  and  unless,  in  the  third  place, 
the  heir  take  assets  by  descent  firom  the  covenantor  (A). 

The  charge  of  the  covenant  runs  with  the  reversion  by 

■ 

(d)  See  also  Bell  dem.  Smyth  v.      Winch^  29. 

Nangle,  IJebb  &  Sy.  199.  213.  (/)  Ibid.    Ford  r.  Tiley,  6  Bam.  & 

(e)  Scot  V.  Mayn,  or  Main's  case,  Ores.  325 ;  S.  C.  9  Dow.  &  Ry.  448. 
Cro.  Eliz.  450;  S.  C.  2  And.  18.  pL  12;  Roperv.Coombee,  6BBni.  &CreB.534. 
Jenk.Cent69  case  49)  p.  256;  affirmed,  (jg)  Funuyal  v.  Grew,  S  Atk.  87; 
in  error,  Cro.  Eliz.  479;  5  Co.  20,  b.;  S.  C.  9  Mod.  446. 

Mo. 452;  Poph.  109;  cited,2  RoL347-8.  (4)  Seea«  to  theliabiUty  of  the  Heir, 

408.    Hardr.  387.    Wabond  v.  HiU,      post,  Part  the  l^th.  Chap.  I. 
Hutt  48;  S.  C,  nom.  Hill  v.  Waldron, 
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virtue  of  the  statute  of  32  Hen.  8  (z),  and  subjects  the  assignee 
or  purchaser  of  the  reversion,  whether  it  be  a  freehold  or  a 
chattel  interest,  to  the  claim  of  the  lessee,  and  consequently  to 
an  action  for  refusing  to  renew  (k).  Should  the  assignee  of  the 
reversion,  on  the  arrival  of  the  period  for  renewal,  refuse  to 
perform  the  covenant,  the  lessee  may  sue,  at  his  option,  the 
assignee,  or  original  lessor,  or  both  at  the  same  time.  And 
should  he  commence  a  distinct  action  against  each,  and  take 
several  executions,  the  last  taken  in  execution  may  have  an 
auditd  guereld{l),  a  proceeding  nearly  obsolete,  from  the 
indulgence  now  shown  by  the  courts  in  granting  summary 
relief  upon  motion  (i») .  Should  the  original  lessor  be  resorted 
to,  it  would  seem  that  he  might  maintain  an  action  on  the 
case  founded  on  the  tort  against  the  assignee,  and  recover 
not  only  the  damages  awarded  to  the  lessee,  but  also  all  the 
costs  which  the  lessor  sustained  in  defending  such  action  (n). 

Hence,  whenever  a  lessor  who  has  covenanted  for  renewal 
disposes  of  the  reversion,  he  should,  if  possible,  shelter  him- 
self from  future  liability  by  procuring  the  lessee  to  release 
him  from  the  future  performance  of  the  covenant.  Without 
this  precaution,  his  covenant  will  remain  in  full  operation 
imtil  it  be  performed  and  satisfied  by  the  assignee. 

Where  a  lessee  of  lands  belonging  to  the  Duchy  of  Com* 
wall  covenanted  with  his  under-lessee  to  apply  for,  and  do 
his  utmost  endeavours  to  procure,  a  renewal  of  the  letters 
patent  under  which  he  held  the  premises  in  question ;  it  was 
held,  that,  although  the  performance  of  the  covenant  would 
have  been  excused  by  the  refusal  of  the  officers  of  the  Duchy 
to  grant  a  renewal,  or  by  his  declining  to  pay  a  fine  extrava- 


(0  32  Hen.  8.  c  34. 

{h)  Istoed  V,  Stoneley,  1  And.  82. 
Mo.  159.  pi  300.  Rnbery  o.  JerroiBe, 
I  Tenn  Rep.  229.  Roe  dem.  Bam- 
ford  V,  Hayley,  12  East,  469.  Vemon 
v.Smith,  5  Barn.  &  Aid.  11.  And  see 
Tanner,  alias  Davis,  v.  Florence,  1  Ch. 
Ga.  259,  where  the  Lord  Keeper  said, 
that  a  covenant  to  renew  was  a  real 
covenant  that  bound  the  assignee  [i.e. 


of  the  reversion]  ateommon  Uw.  But 
it  issabmitted  that  this  positUm  eaimoi 
be  maintained, 

(I)  Brett  V.  Comberland,  Cni.  Jae. 
521-3.  See  Whitway  V.  PinsentyStj.SOO. 

(m)  Archb.  Prae.  by  Oiit  302, 7  ed. 

(n)  Burnett  v.  Lynch,  5  Ban.  Sl 
Cree.  589;  S.  C.  8  Dow.  &  Ry.  368. 
Hancock  v.  Gaflyn,  8  Bing.  358 ;  S.  C 
1  Mo.  &Sc.  521. 
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gaut  and  unieasonable  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  the 
property,  yet  his  refusal  to  pay  a  fine  which  fell  short  in 
amount  of  three  years'  annual  value  {o),  which  the  court  held 
to  be  reasonable,  was  a  breach  of  the  covenant ;  and  it  was 
further  decided,  that  there  was  no  better  criterion  or  test  of 
the  real  value  of  the  premises  than  the  rent  actually  received 
by  the  lessee  firom  his  under-tenants  (p). 

And  here  we  may  remark,  that  a  covenant  to  procure  a 
renewal  to  be  granted  to  trustees  is  not  performed  at  law  by 
the  covenantor's  obtaining  a  renewal  in  his  own  name,  and 
offering  to  assign  the  lease  to  them  {q). 


v. — As  to  the  rights  at  law  of  the  lessee,  and  persons  claiming 

through  or  under  him. 

The  right  of  renewal  constitutes  a  part  of  the  tenant's 
interest  in  the  land ;  and  the  grant  of  the  additional  term 
is,  for  many  purposes,  considered  as  a  continuation  of  the 
former  lease  (r). 

If  there  be  nothing  in  the  lease  to  show  that  the  renewal 
was  intended  to  be  confined  personally  to  the  lessee,  the 
right  under  the  covenant  may  devolve  on  his  executors, 
without  their  being  particularly  named  (*). 

In  a  word,  whoever  takes  the  lease  takes  also  an  interest 


(o)  Simpflon  v.  Clayton,  4  Bing.  N.  C. 
758;  S.  C.  6  Soott,  469;  1  Am.  299. 
The  mode  of  calculating  the  fines  to  be 
paid  on  leases  of  lands  in  Devonshire 
for  long  terms  determinable  on  lives  is 
as  follows: — The  gross  annual  value 
is  first  taken;  then  the  amount  of  the 
land-tax,  church-rates,  poor-rates,  re- 
served rent  and  repairs,  is  deducted  to 
ascertain  the  clear  value  thereof,  and 
about  seventeen  years'  purchase  of  the 
dear  value  is  charged  on  a  lease  for 
three  lives  of  the  purchaser's  nomina- 
tion. The  numberofyears' purchase  of 
leases  for  reversionary  interests  must 
in  all  cases  depend  upon  the  ages  of  the 
life  or  lives  in  existence  at  the  time. 


Attorney-General  v.  Cross,  3  Meriv. 
536. 

(l>)  Simpson  v,  Clayton,  sup. 

(g)  Scudamore  v.  Stratton,  2  Bos. 
&,  PuL  455. 

(r)  Winslowi;.Tighe,  2Ball&Beat. 
195.  205.  Rawe  v.  Chichester,  2  Ambl. 
715.  719;  S.  C.  1  Bro.  C.  C.  198,  n.; 
S.  C,  nom.  Bromfield  v,  Chichester,  or 
Raw  V.  Duthelly,  2  Dick.  480.  Ran- 
dall V.  Russell,  3  Meriv.  197.  See 
poet,  p.  762. 

(«)  Hyde  9.  Skinner,  2  P.  Wms. 
196;  S.  C.  1  Hargr.  Jurid.  Arg.  425  ; 
3  Jurisc.  Exerc.  1 93.  Isteed  v.  Stoneley, 
1  And.  82.  Roe  dem.  Bamford  v. 
Hayley,  12  East,  469. 
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in  the  lenewaL  The  benefit,  running  with  the  land^  is 
transmitted  by  assignment  (/) ;  and  an  assignee  of  an  nndi- 
^ed  share  may  mafntiMTi  an  action  for  a  breach  in  respect 
of  that  ahare  (if). 

Where  a  condition  precedent  is  to  be  performed  on  the 
lessee's  part,  as  to  snzrender  his  existing  t^rm,  to  request  a 
renewal,  to  tender  a  new  lease,  to  pay  a  certain  fine,  or  the 
like,  he  must,  at  law,  stricdy  ccmiply  with  the  condition  to 
eataUiah  his  right  to  the  renewal,  or  to  an  action  for  the 
lessor's  neglect  or  refusal  {x).  Accordingly,  where  a  lease 
was  granted  for  sixty-one  years,  and  the  lessors  coTcnanted 
that,  at  any  time  within  one  year  after  the  expiration  of 
twenty  years  of  the  said  term  of  sixty-one  years  thereby 
granted,  at  the  request  and  costs  of  the  lessee,  and  on  his 
paying  to  the  lessors  6/.,  they  would,  upon  such  request  and 
payment,  execute  another  lease  for  the  further  term  of 
twenty  years,  to  commence  from  and  after  the  expiration  of 
the  said  term  of  sixty-one  years  thereby  granted;  and  so  in 
like  manner  at  the  end  and  expiration  of  ev^y  tw^ity  years 
during  the  said  term  of  sixty-one  years  thereby  granted,  for 
the  like  consideration,  and  upon  the  like  request,  would 
grant  another  lease  of  the  premises  to  the  lessee,  for  the 
further  term  of  twenty  years,  to  commence  at  and  firom  the 
expiration  of  the  term  then  last  before  granted,  at  the  like 
rent,  &c. ;  it  was  hdd,  that  as  the  lessee  had  omitted  to  apply 
for  a  renewal  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  and  second  twenty 
years  of  the  term,  he  could  not  claim  a  renewal  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  third  twenty  years;  and  that  as  the  lessor's  agree- 
ment was  to  grant  a  further  lease  on  a  condition  precedent,  to 
be  performed  by  the  lessee,  the  latter  had  forfeited  his  right 
by  his  own  neglect  (y). 

{t)  Isteed  V.  Stoneley,  I  And.  82.  (x)  Roberyr.  Jerroiae,  ITennRep. 

FonuTal  v.  Grew,  8  Atk.  88  ;  S.  C.  229.  And  see  Bajnham  v.  Guy's  Hqs>~ 

9  Mod.  446.    Boe  dem.  BamfoTd  «.  pite],8Ve8.295.  Eftton  v.  Lyon,  3  Ves. 

Hayley,  12    East,  469.     Ternon    v.  692.   Maekay«.Mackredi,2Cliil461. 

Smithy  5  Barn.  &  Aid.  11.    Kerne's  firman  v.  Lord  Ormonde,  1  Beat  347. 

case.  Mo.  27,  semb.  cont  850. 


(«)  Simpson  v.  Clayton,  4  Bing.  N.  C.  <y)  Robery  v.  Jerroise,  1  Tenn  Rep. 

758. 780 ;  S.  C.  6  Seott,  469 ;  1  Am.  299.      229. 
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But  if  the  lessor^  by  alieiiatiofii^  or  otherwise  {z),  render 
himself  incapable  of  fulfilling  his  agreement,  an  offer  on  the 
tenant's  part  to  perform  a  condition  precedent,  as  a  preluui- 
nxry  step  to  an  action,  may  safely  be  dispensed  with  (a). 

Except  with  regard  to  construction,  recourse  is  seldom 
had  to  a  court  <^  law  in  questions  relating  to  renewals,  as 
equity  affords  more  substantial  relief,  by  a  specific  perform- 
ance of  the  contract  itself,  than  can  be  obtained  at  law  by  an 
unsatisfSBtctory  award  of  pecuniary  compensation ;  and,  not* 
withstanding  Lord  ThurloVs  condemnatory  remark  (&),  the 
practice  of  equity  in  matters  of  this  kind  is  too  firmly  esta- 
blished to  be  shaken.  This  subject  will  be  pursued  in  the 
next  division. 


VI. — As  to  the  liabilities  in  equity  of  the  lessor,  and  persons 
claiminff  through  or  under  him,  considered  particularly  with 
reference  to  specific  performance  of  the  contract  to  grant  a 
renewal. 

The  lessor,  of  course,  is  bound  by  lus  covenant  specifically 
to  renew;  and  where  one  A.,  holding  under  a  corporation,  (of 
which  he  was  a  member,)  and  in  the  habit  of  obtaining 
renewals  on  fiivorable  terms,  demised  to  B.  at  a  certain  rent, 
with  a  covenant  to  renew  at  the  same  rent  as  often  as  the 
corporation  should  renew  to  him ;  A.  was  compelled  to  renew 
to  B.  on  the  former  terms,  although  the  corporation  raised 
the  rent  payable  by  A.  {c) ;  though  it  appears  that  he  might 
have  avoided  a  specific  performance,  by  abandoning  his 
lease,  and  allowing  the  covenantee  to  stand  in  his  place  (d). 

A  late  act  of  parliament  {e)  has  made  provision  for  renewals 

(z)  See  ante,  p.  731.  (c)  Evans  ©.  Walahe,  2  Scho.  &  Lef. 

(a)  Scott  V,  Mayn,  or  Main's  case,  419.    ReveU  r.  Huasey,  2  BaU  &  Beat 

Cro.  Elix.  450 ;  S.  C.  Jenk.  cent  256 ;  280. 

affirmed  in  eiTor,  Cro.Eliz.  479;  5  Co.  (d)  Ibid. 

20,  b. ;  Mo.  462 ;  Poph.  109 ;  dted,  (0  11  Geo.  4  &  1  W.  4.  c65,  which 

2  RoL  402;  Uaidr.  387«    Hodiam  «.  repealed,  but  incorporated  the  provi- 

The  East   India  Company,  1   Term  sions  of,  the  statutes,  29  Geo.  2.  c.  31 ; 

Rep.  638.  11  Geo.  3.  c.  20;  43  Geo.  3.  c  75.  s.  4 ; 

(6)  Ante,  p.  708.  and  9  Geo.  4.  c  78. 
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of  leases  granted  hj  infants,  femes  coyert,  idiots,  lunatics, 
persons  of  unsonnd  mind,  and  persons  ont  of  the  jnrisdiction 
of  the  court;  and,  after  declaring  (/)  that  the  provisions  of  the 
act  rektiag  to  a  lunatic  should  extend  to  and  include  any 
idiot  or  person  of  unsound  mind,  or  incapable  of  managing 
his  affairs,  unless  there  should  be  something  in  the  subject  or 
context  repugnant  to  such  construction,  enacted. 

By  section  16,  That  when  any  person  being  under  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  or  a  feme  covert,  might,  in  pursu- 
ance of  any  covenant  or  agreement,  if  not  under  disability, 
be  compelled  to  renew  any  lease  made  or  to  be  made  for  the 
life  or  lives  of  one  or  more  person  or  persons,  or  for  any  term 
or  nmnber  of  years  absolute,  or  determinable  on  the  death  of 
one  or  more  person  or  persons,  it  should  be  lawful  for  such 
infant,  or  his  guardian  in  the  name  of  such  infant,  or  sudi 
feme  covert,  by  the  direction  of  the  court  of  Chancery,  to  be 
signified  by  an  order  to  be  made  in  a  summary  way  upon  the 
petition  of  such  infant,  or  his  guardian,  or  of  such  feme  covert, 
or  of  any  person  entitled  to  such  renewal,  from  time  to  time 
to  accept  of  a  surrender  of  such  lease,  and  to  make  and  execute 
a  new  lease  of  the  premises  comprised  in  such  lease  for  and 
during  such  nmnber  of  lives,  or  for  such  term  or  terms  deter- 
minable upon  such  number  of  lives,  or  for  such  term  or  terms 
of  years  absolute,  as  was  or  were  mentioned  in  the  lease  so 
surrendered  at  the  making  thereof,  or  otherwise  as  the  court 
by  such  order  should  direct: 

By  sect.  18,  That  where  any  person  who,  in  pursuance  of 
any  covenant  or  agreement  in  writing,  mighty  if  within  the 
jurisdiction  and  amenable  to  the  process  of  the  court  of 
Chancery,  be  compelled  to  execute  any  lease  by  way  of  re- 
newal, should  not  be  within  the  jurisdiction,  or  not  amenable 
to  the  process,  of  the  said  court,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the 
said  court  of  Chancery,  by  an  order  to  be  made  upon  the 
petition  of  any  person  or  any  of  the  persons  entitled  to  sudi 
renewal,  (whether  such  person  should  be,  or  should  not  be 

(/)  Sect.  2. 
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under  any  disability,)  to  direct  such  person  as  the  said  court 
should  think  proper  to  appoint  for  that  purpose,  to  accept  a 
surrender  of  the  subsisting  lease,  and  make  and  execute  a 
new  lease  in  the  name  of  the  person  who  ought  to  have  re- 
newed the  same ;  and  that  such  deed  executed  by  the  person 
so  appointed  should  be  as  valid  as  if  the  person  in  whose  name 
the  same  should  be  made  had  executed  the  same,  and  had 
been  alive,  and  not  under  any  disability;  but  that  in  every 
such  case  it  should  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  said  court  of 
Chancery,  if  under  the  circumstances  it  riiould  seem  requisite, 
to  direct  a  bill  to  be  filed  to  establish  the  right  of  the  party 
seeking  the  renewal,  and  not  to  make  the  order  for  such  new 
lease  unless  by  the  decree  to  be  made  in  such  cause,  or  until 
after  such  decree  should  have  been  made: 

By  section  19,  That  where  any  person  being  lunatic  was  or 
should  be  entitled,  or  had  a  right,  or  in  pursuance  of  any 
covenant  or  agreement  might,  if  not  under  disability,  be  com- 
pelled, to  renew  any  lease  made  or  to  be  made  for  the  life  or 
lives  of  one  or  more  person  or  persons,  or  for  any  term  or 
number  of  years  absolute,  or  determinable  on  the  death  of 
one  or  more  person  or  persons,  or  otherwise,  it  should  be 
lawful  for  the  committee  of  the  estate  of  such  lunatic,  in  the 
name  of  such  lunatic,  by  the  direction  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, entrusted  by  virtue  of  the  Sing's  sign  manual  with  the 
care  and  commitment  of  the  custody  of  the  persons,  and 
estates  of  the  persons,  found  idiot,  lunatic,  or  of  unsound 
mind,  to  be  signified  by  an  order  to  be  made  in  a  summary 
way  upon  the  petition  of  such  committee,  or  of  any  person 
entitled  to  such  renewal,  firom  time  to  time  to  accept  of  a 
surrender  of  such  lease,  and  to  make  and  execute  to  any 
person  a  new  lease  of  the  premises  comprised  in  such  lease  to 
be  surrendered  by  virtue  of  the  act,  for  and  during  such 
number  of  lives,  or  for  such  term  or  terms  of  years  determin- 
able upon  such  number  of  lives,  or  for  such  term  or  terms  of 
years  absolute,  as  were  mentioned  or  contained  in  such  lease 
so  surrendered  at  the  making  thereof,  or  otherwise  as  the 
Lord  Chancellor  so  entrusted  by  such  order  should  direct; 

VOL.  I.  S  B 
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and  that  this  provision  should  extend  as  well  to  cases  where 
the  lunatic  should  not  be  compellable  to  renew^  but  it  should 
be  for  his  benefit  to  do  so^  as  to  cases  where  a  renewal 
might  be  effectually  enforced  against  the  lunatic,  if  of  sound 
mind: 

By  section  ^0,  That  no  renewed  lease  should  be  executed 
by  virtue  of  the  act,  in  pursuance  of  any  covenant  or  agree- 
ment, unless  the  fine  (if  any),  or  such  other  sum  or  sums  (if 
any),  as  ought  to  be  paid  on  such  renewal,  and  such  things 
(if  any)  as  ought  to  be  performed  in  pursuance  of  such  cove^ 
nant  or  agreement  by  the  lessee  or  tenant,  should  be  first 
paid  and  performed,  and  that  coimterparts  of  every  renewed 
lease  to  be  executed  by  virtue  of  the  act  should  be  duly  exe- 
cuted by  the  lessee : 

By  section  21,  That  all  fines,  premiimis,  and  sums,  which 
should  be  had,  received,  or  paid,  for  or  on  account  of  the 
renewal  of  any  lease,  after  a  deduction  of  all  necessary  inci- 
dental charges  and  expenses,  should  be  paid,  if  such  renewal 
should  be  made  by  or  in  the  name  of  an  infant,  to  his  guardian, 
and  be  applied  and  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  such  in&nt, 
in  such  manner  as  the  said  court  should  direct ;  if  such  re- 
newal should  be  made  by  a  feme  covert,  to  such  person  or  in 
such  manner  as  the  said  court  should  direct  for  her  benefit; 
if  such  renewal  should  be  made  in  the  name  of  any  person 
out  of  jurisdiction,  or  not  amenable  as  aforesaid,  to  such  per- 
son or  in  such  manner,  or  into  the  court  of  Chancery  to  such 
account,  and  to  be  applied  and  disposed  of,  as  the  said  court 
should  direct ;  and  that  if  such  renewal  should  be  made  in 
the  name  of  a  lunatic,  to  the  committee  of  the  estate  of  such 
lunatic,  and  be  applied  and  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  such 
lunatic  in  such  manner  as  the  Lord  Chancellor  so  intrusted 
should  direct ;  but  that,  upon  the  death  of  such  lunatic,  all 
such  sum  and  sums  as  should  arise  by  such  fines  or  preminmi^ 
or  so  much  thereof  as  should  remain  unapplied  for  the  benefit 
of  such  lunatic  at  his  death,  should,  as  between  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  real  and  personal  estates  of  such  lunatic,  be 
considered  as  real  estate,  unless  such  lunatic  should  be  tenant 
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for  life  only^  and  that  then  the  same  should  be  considered  as 
personal  estate : 

By  section  81^  That  every  sarrender,  and  lease^  agreement, 
conyeyance,  mortgage,  or  other  disposition,  respectively 
granted,  and  accepted,  executed,  and  made,  by  virtue  of  the 
act,  should  be  and  be  deemed  as  valid  and  effectual  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  as  if  the  person  by  whom,  or  in  whose 
place,  or  on  whose  behalf,  the  same  respectively  should  be 
granted,  or  accepted,  executed,  and  made,  had  been  of  full 
age,  unmarried,  or  of  sane  mind,  and  had  granted,  accepted, 
made,  and  executed,  the  same,  and  that  every  such  surrender 
and  lease  respectively  made  and  accepted  by  or  on  behalf  of 
a  feme  covert  should  be  valid  without  any  fine  being  levied  by 
her(^): 

By  section  86,  That  the  powers  and  authorities  given  by 
the  act  to  the  court  of  Chancery  in  England  should  extend 
to  all  land  within  any  of  the  dominions,  plantations,  and 
colonies,  belonging  to  the  crown,  except  Scotland : 

By  section  88,  That  the  powers  and  authorities  given  by 
the  act  to  the  courts  of  Chancery  and  Exchequer  in  England, 
should  and  might  be  exercised  in  like  manner,  and  were 
thereby  given  to,  the  courts  of  Chancery  and  Exchequer  in 
Ireland,  with  respect  to  land  in  Ireland : 

By  section  89,  That  the  powers  and  authorities  given  by 
the  act  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Oreat  Britain  so  intrusted, 
should  extend  to  all  land  wheresoever  within  any  of  the 
dominions,  plantations,  and  colonies,  belonging  to  the  crown, 
except  Scotland  and  Ireland : 

By  section  40,  That  the  powers  and  authorities  given  by 
the  act  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain  so  intrusted, 
should  and  might  be  exercised  in  like  manner  by,  and  were 
thereby  given  to,  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  so  intrusted, 
with  respect  to  all  land  in  Ireland,  but  not  farther  or 
otherwise : 

-By  section  42,  That  the  powers  and  authorities  given  by 

(g)  Fines  were  abolished,  and  more  simple  modes  of  assurance  snbstitated, 
by  3  &  4  Wm.  4.  c  74. 
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the  act  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain  so  intnuted, 
should  and  might  be  exercised  in  like  manner  hj,  and  were 
thereby  given  to,  the  lord  keeper  or  ooinmissioners  of  the 
great  seal  of  Great  Britain  for  the  time  being  entrusted  as 
aforesaid;  and  that  the  powers  and  authorities  given  by  the 
act  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  sointmstedy  should  and 
might  be  exercised  in  like  manner  by^  and  were  thereby  given 
to^  the  lord  keeper  or  commissioners  of  the  great  seal  of 
Lreland  for  the  time  being  so  intrusted. 

The  provisions  of  the  act  respecting  original  leases  of  the 
lands  of  infiEuits^  persons  of  unsound  mind,  and  of  femes  covert, 
will  be  found  in  an  earlier  part  of  this  work  (A). 

Where  a  receiver  applied  to  the  court  of  Chancery  in  Ire- 
land for  a  reference  to  the  Master  to  ascertain  whether  a 
lunatic  was  bound  to  grant  a  renewal.  Sir  Edward  Sugden, 
C,  refused  him  the  costs  of  the  application,  as  he  ought  in 
the  first  instance  to  have  applied  to  the  committee  to  bring 
the  subject  before  the  court  (i). 

The  covenantor's  heir,  in  case  of  an  estate  in  fee-simple 
descending  on  him,  or  an  estate  pur  autre  vie  devolving  on 
him  as  special  occupant,  is  bound  in  like  manner.  The 
liability  extends  also  to  his  executors  and  administrators  in 
the  case  of  a  chattel  interest  of  the  reversion,  or  an  estate 
pur  autre  vie  devolving  on  them;  as,  on  the  other  hand,  a 
specific  performance  of  a  contract  to  take  a  renewal  will  be 
decreed  against  the  lessee's  executors,  if  they  have  assets;  the 
plaintiff  offering  to  permit  their  covenants  to  be  so  qualified 
as  to  render  them  no  further  liable  thereon,  than  they  wouU 
have  been  on  the  covenants  which  ought  to  have  been  entered 
into  by  the  testator,  in  case  a  proper  lease  had  been  made  to 
him  in  his  lifetime  {k). 

A  lessee  for  a  term  of  years,  with  a  totiei  quoiie»  covenant 
for  renewal,  having  died  intestate,  his  administratrix  underlet 

(A)  A«  to  kMes  by  Infiuite,  aiite»  (t)  He  Doobn,  3  Con.  &  Law.  232; 

p.  28 ;  by  Penons  of  mMomid  mind,  S.  C.  8  Dra.  &  War.  442. 

anto,p.87;andbyFeoieBcoTertyante,  (k)  Phillips  v.  ETcnvd,  5  Son.  IM. 
p.  48. 
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the  premises  at  an  increased  rent^  with  a  covenant  that  she, 
her  execntors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  as  often  as  she  or 
they  should  obtain  a  renewal,  would  execute  to  the  under- 
lessee  a  hew  lease  for  such  term,  save  one  year,  as  the  said 
administratrix  should  herself  procure,  at  the  like  yearly  rent 
&c.  Upon  her  death,  administration  de  bonis  turn  was  obtained 
by  the  defendant,  who  it  was  contended  was  not  affected  by 
the  covenant  of  the  administratrix;  but  it  was  held,  that  the 
act  of  the  administratrix  was  both  a  legal  and  equitable  dis- 
appropriation of  this  property  firom  the  assets  of  the  intestate ; 
and  that  the  defendant,  who  had  entered  into  the  receipt  of 
the  rents  reserved  by  the  underlease,  had  no  right  to  do  so 
unaffected  by  the  acts  and  covenants  of  the  administratrix ; 
and  that  the  lands  were  in  his  hands  bound  by  the  covenant 
if  they  were  so  in  hers  {/). 

But  the  issue  of  a  tenant  in  tail  who  covenants  to  renew 
are  not  bound  to  perform  his  contract,  for  they  claim  per 
formam  doni,  and  paramount  the  covenant  (m). 

When  the  covenantee  pays  a  valuable  consideration,  he, 
and  an  persons  claiming  under  him,  being  considered  as 
purchasers  pro  tanto,  are  entitled  to  a  renewal  against  a 
person  claiming  under  a  prior  voluntary  conveyance  from  the 
covenantor  (»). 

In  point  of  liability,  a  purchaser  of  the  reversion  is  differ- 
ently circumstanced  at  law  and  in  equity.  At  law,  as  we 
have  seen  (o),  he  is  subject,  by  virtue  of  the  statute  of  82 
Hen.  8  {p),  to  an  action  for  damages  for  refusing  to  renew, 
whether  he  had  notice  or  not  of  the  vendor's  covenant  to 
that  effect ;  but  in  equity,  where  relief  unattainable  at  law 
is  sought,  and  the  various  modifying  circumstances  of  the 
case  are  taken  into  consideration,  the  lessee  must  establish 

(0  HAckett  V.  McNamans  Lloyd  &  Vol.  6,  p.  356 ;  Jovr.  Vol.  27,  p.  226. 231 . 

Goo.  temp.  Plunk.  283.    Bat  see  Ma-  (n)  Furnival  v.  Crew,  3  Atk.  83 ; 

grane  v.  Archbold,  1  Dow,  P.  C.  107;  S.  C.  9  Mod.  446.    See  also  Aflhton  v. 

ante,  p.  709.  Bretland,  9  Mod.  58;  S.  C.  2  £q.  Ca. 

(m)  See  Earl  Brook  v.  Bulkeley,  Ab.  57.  pi.  7. 

2  Yee.  498.    Earl  of  Shelbome  v.  Bid-  (o)  Ante,  p.  731-2. 

dolph,  4  Bzo.  P.  C.  594;  Toml.  Ed.  (p)  32  Hen.  8.  e.  84. 
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hifl  right,  by  fixing  the  purchaser  witii  preyions  notice  of 
(the  lessee's)  chdm.  A  purchaser  with  notice  mustreneir. 
Thns,  where  the  lessee  of  college  lands  granted  an  nndo*- 
lease,  and  covenanted  to  renew  hia  own  lease,  and  to  grant  an 
additional  term  of  three  years  to  his  nnderlessee,  and  after- 
wards obtained  a  renewal,  but  assigned  over  the  renewed  term 
without  adding  the  three  years ;  the  assignee,  having  notice 
of  the  underlessee's  claim,  was  compelled  to  perform  the 
covenant  {q). 

The  same  equity  extends  against  a  party  claiming  as  a 
jointress,  or  as  tenant  in  tail,  under  a  settlement  made  sub- 
sequently to  the  lease  and  covenant  for  renewal  (r);  against  a 
purchaser  from  tenant  in  tail,  who  had  granted  a  lease  with 
such  a  covenant  {s) ;  and  also  against  a  purchaser  ficom  a 
tenant  in  tail,  who  had  covenanted  to  renew  a  lease  originally 
granted  with  a  covenant  for  renewal  by  his  fistther,  tenant  for 
life  with  power  of  leasing,  though  the  tather^s  covenant  was 
void  as  to  his  son,  the  vendor  {t). 

So,  where  an  estate  was  settled  to  the  use  of  the  settlor 
for  life,  remainder  to  his  son  for  life,  remainder  to  the  first 
and  other  sons  of  the  marriage  of  his  son  in  tail  male,  with 
remainder  to  the  settlor  in  fee,  with  the  usual  estates  to 
trustees  to  preserve  contingent  remainders,  and  two  inter- 
vening terms  to  trustees,  and  with  a  power  of  leasing  to  the 
fiEither  and  son  successively;  and  the  father  exceeded  his 
power  by  granting  leases  for  ninety-nine  years  if  three  persons 
should  so  long  live,  and  covenanting,  upon  the  death  of  either 
of  the  persons  named,  and  surrender  of  the  existing  lease,  to 
grant  a  new  lease,  and  so  upon  the  death  of  either  of  the 
persons  to  be  named  in  any  fixture  lease  or  leases ;  and  after- 
wards, in  pursuance  of  a  power  of  sale  reserved  to  him  and 
his  son,  they  sold  the  estate  with  notice;  it  was  held,  that 
the  purchaser  was  bound  to  perform  the  covenant  to  its  fbU 
extent.     It  was  argued  that  the  effect  of  the  notice  could 

(q)  Fmch  v.  The  Earl  of  Salisbury,  land,  9  Mod.  58;  S.  C.  2  £q.  Ck.  Ab. 

Finch,  212.  57.  pL  7. 

(r)  Tanner,  alias    Davis,    v.   Flo-  («)  Earl  Brook  r.Bulkeley, 2  VeflL498w 

renoe,  1  Ch.  Ca.  259.    Aahton  v.  Bret-  (0  Ibid. 
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only  be  notice  that  the  party  had  executed  a  lease;  and  being 
tenant  for  life^  the  notice  could  only  convey  an  idea  that  the 
lease  was  such  as^  in  equity^  and  according  to  his  estate,  the 
tenant  for  life  was  enabled  to  make ;  but,  said  Lord  Lough- 
borough : — "  The  notice  in  all  these  cases  is  not  the  title  to 
make  it,  but  that  such  lease  in  fact  exists;  and  the  argument 
cannot  apply  to  actual  notice  interposed  before  payment  of 
the  money  and  execution  of  the  deed.  The  matter  was  entire, 
and  the  purchaser  might  have  retained,  if  he  could  have  qua- 
lified his  refusal.  The  great  argument  is,  that  as  the  leases 
would  have  been  void  as  against  the  son  and  issue  in  tail, 
they  cannot  extend  further  than  such  an  interest  as  Wood, 
the  tenant  for  Ufe,  could  give  under  the  terms  of  the  power. 
It  is  supposed  under  that,  that  the  son  would  have  had  a 
right  to  decline  performance  of  the  covenant,  and  even  to 
enter  upon  the  tenants  claiming  under  the  leases,  if  they  were 
a  contravention  of  the  power ;  for  they  were  void  at  law ;  and 
that  the  trustees  to  protect  the  issue  in  tail  would  have  had 
a  right  to  enter  to  avoid  these  leases.  I  admit  it ;  but  upon 
what  ground  does  Stibbert,  the  purchaser,  take  to  himself 
that  right  ?  These  leases  are  not  void :  undoubtedly  they  are 
good  for  the  life  of  Wood ;  and  if  the  intermediate  estates 
should  fail  in  his  life,  and  an  estate  should  be  taken  after  his 
death  under  his  reversion  in  fee,  they  would  be  good  to  all 
intents  and  purposes.  They  are  not  void,  therefore,  in  them- 
selves, but  they  are  voidable  unquestionably,  where  they 
interfere  with  the  interests  of  parties  claiming  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  marriage  settlement.  Therefore  the  issue 
in  tail  may  avoid  them ;  but  how  that  consideration  can  reach 
a  person  not  standing  under  that  consideration,  how  it  can 
affect  the  interest  of  an  estate  taken  totally  out  of  the  settle- 
ment by  execution  of  the  power  to  sell,  I  cannot  conceive. 
When  that  power  is  executed,  the  estate  is  taken  out  of  the 
settlement :  the  only  claim  under  the  settlement  is  as  to  the 
price''.    Specific  performance  was  ultimately  decreed (w). 

(«)  Taylor  v.  Stibbert,  2  Yes.  Jun.  437.     Danielfl  v.  Davison,  16  VO0.  249. 
254  ;  S.  C.  17  Yes.  433. 
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All  the  cases  just  dted  in  which  a  ^>ecific  perfomumce 
was  obtained  proceeded  on  the  ground  of  notice;  and^  not- 
withstanding an  early  case(dr)^  in  which  a  decree  was  made 
apparently  without  reference  to  that  circiunstance^  it  is  aj^re- 
hended  that  equity  would  not  compel  a  renewal  against  a 
purchaser  who  was  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  the  coyenant. 

Hence,  should  a  purchaser  without  notice  refuse  to  renew, 
the  lessee  must  obtain  redress  by  an  action  at  law  either 
against  such  purchaser^  or  the  lessor. 

It  is  material^  however,  to  mention,  that  as  notice  of  the 
existence  of  a  lease  is  notice  of  all  its  contents  (y),  so  the 
possession  of  a  tenant  even  under  an  agreement  for  a  lease  is 
8u£Scient  to  put  a  purchaser  on  inquiry,  and,  consequently,  to 
fix  him  with  notice  of  the  terms  of  the  agreement  {z);  but  if, 
at  the  time  of  the  purchase,  the  tenant  in  possession  be  not 
the  original  lessee,  but  merely  hold  under  a  derivative  lease, 
and  have  no  knowledge  of  the  covenant  contained  in  the 
original  lease,  it  has  never  been  considered  that  it  was  want 
of  due  diligence  in  the  purchaser,  which  is  to  fix  him  with 
implied  notice,  if  he  do  not  pursue  his  inquiries  through  eveiy 
derivative  lessee,  until  he  arrive  at  the  person  entitled  to  the 
original  lease,  which  can  alone  convey  to  him  information  of 
the  covenant  {a). 

Where  the  renewal  is  sought  against  one  who  was  a  stranger 
to  the  ori^al  lease,  but  who  has  afterwards  agreed  to  renew, 
the  plaintiff  must  prove  a  consideration  to  support  such  agree- 
ment, as  a  mere  voluntary  agreement  is  nudum' pactvm,  which 
ia  court  of  equity  will  not  order  to  be  specifically  executed. 
Thus,  a  tenant  for  life  granted  a  lease  for  thirty-one  years, 
and  covenanted  that  his  son,  the  remainder-man,  when  of  ag^ 
should  confirm  it.     Soon  after  the  son  attained  his  majority. 


(or)  Richardflon    v.    Sydenliam,    2  438.    Daniels  v.  DaTiBOD,  16  Yes.  24S; 

Tern.  447  ;  S.  C.  1  £q.  Ca.  Ab.  pL  5.  S.  C.  17  Yea.  433. 
The  point  of  notice  was  not  expressly  (g)  Ibid.     Hanbuiy  v,  litdificld,  t 

adverted  to  in   Ashton  v.  Bretland^  Myl.  &  Keen,  629. 
cited  sap.  p.  742.  (a)  Hanbnry  v.  litdifidd,  2  Mjl 

(y)  Tanner,  alias  Davis,  v.  Florenoa,  &  Keen,  629.  633.    And  we  ante,  p. 

1  Ch.  Ok  259.    Taylor  v.  Stibbert,  ^  862-3. 
Yea.  Jan.  437.    HaU  v.  Smith,  14  Yes. 
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the  lessee  wrote  to  him,  stating  the  agreement  with  his  father, 
and  that  in  consequence  of  it  he  had  laid  out  considerable 
sums;  and  the  defendant  wrote  in  answer: — '"The  agreement 
certainly  does  not  bind  me ;  but  the  money  you  have  laid  out 
certainly  entitles  you  to  a  renewal  from  me,  which  I  shall  be 
happy  to  give  you  on  this  consideration.''  For  the  plaintiff 
it  was  contended,  that  as  he  had  laid  out  money  in  conse- 
quence of  the  agreement,  it  would  be  a  fraud  not  to  carry  it 
into  execution;  but  the  court  held,  that  the  intention  of  lay- 
ing  out  further  sums  not  being  mentioned  in  the  letter,  the 
promise  was  nudum  pactum,  which  equity  would  not  perform 
in  specie;  and  that  the  circumstance  of  subsequent  expendi- 
tnre,  as  it  was  voluntary,  could  not  vary  the  nature  of  the 
case.  It  was  admitted,  however,  that  had  the  promise  to 
renew  been  founded  upon  an  expressed  intention  to  lay  out 
more  mon^,  the  plaintiff  would  have  been  entitled  to  a 
specific  performance  (d). 

To  the  same  effect  is  a  more  recent  ca8e((;).  Sir  Charles 
Mill,  being  tenant  for  life,  with  remainder  to  such  uses  as  his 
son  (the  defendant),  in  case  he  should  survive  his  father, 
should  appoint,  with  remainder  to  the  father  in  tail  general, 
with  remainder  to  the  survivor  in  fee,  on  the  falling  of  a  life 
named  in  a  lease  granted  by  the  father  in  1777  for  ninety- 
nine  years  determinable  on  three  lives,  and  in  consideration 
of  20/.,  renewed  that  lease;  with  an  habendum,  from  the  ex- 
piration thereof,  two  of  the  lives  being  then  in  existence,  for 
the  term  of  ninety-nine  years  if  J.  D.,  a  new  life,  should  so  long 
live;  and  in  the  lease  was  contained  a  covenant  for  renewal 
in  the  same  terms  as  were  used  in  the  preceding  demise  in 
1777.  A  memorandum  of  the  same  date  as  the  lease  was 
indorsed  on  it  in  the  following  words:  "I  Charles  Mill,  of 
&c.,  son  and  heir  apparent  of  the  within-named  Sir  Charles 
Mill,  do  hereby  give  my  free  consent  to  the  grant  of  the 

(6)  Robertflon  v.  St  John,  2  Bro.  Bagott,  3  Bli.  P.  C.  N.  S.  237.    See 

C.  C.  140.   And  see  Taylor  v,  Dulwich  '  also  Fitzgerald  v.  Lord  Portarlingtony 

Hospital,  1  P.  Wms.  655-6  ;  S.  C.  2  Jo.  Ir.  Exch.  431. 

£q.  <X  Ab.  198.  pi  2.    Pilling  v.  Ar-  (c)  Dowling  v.  Mill,  1  Madd.  541. 
mitage^  12  Vee.  78  ;  and  Blakeney  v. 
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within  written  indenture  of  lease,  and  the  premises  therein 
mentioned,  for  the  term  therein  likewise  mentioned.  Wit- 
ness my  hand  the  day  of  the  date  within  mentioned/'  A 
bill  being  filed  for  a  specific  performance  of  the  covenant,  the 
question  was,  whether  the  defendant  was  to  be  considered  as 
a  party  to,  or  bound  by  the  lease.  Sir  Thomas  Plumer,  V.C., 
held,  that  the  indorsement  did  not  make  the  defendant  a 
party  to  the  lease;  and  that  it  was  not  an  agreement  to  grant 
a  new  lease  on  the  determination  of  that  term,  but  simply  an 
expression  of  the  defendant's  consent  to  a  grant  of  the  term 
mentioned  in  the  lease,  namely,  a  term  for  ninety-nine  years 
determinable  on  three  lives;  and  that  the  memorandum 
endorsed,  being  destitute  of  consideration,  amounted  merely 
to  a  voluntary  gratuitous  consent  to  the  lease,  and  cast  no 
obligation  on  the  defendant  to  renew. 

So,  where  a  lease  not  warranted  by  a  power  was  granted 
by  a  tenant  for  life,  containing  a  covenant  for  perpetual 
renewal,  it  was  held  that  the  remainder-man,  by  accepting 
the  reserved  rent  for  many  years  after  he  came  into  posses- 
sion, did  not  confirm  it  so  far  as  to  make  the  covenant  tat 
renewal  binding  on  him  {d) ;  though,  under  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  of  Earl  Brook  v,  Bulkeley  {e),  where 
a  father,  tenant  for  life,  with  a  common  power  of  leasing, 
with  remainder  to  his  son  in  tail,  granted  a  lease,  and  cove- 
nanted{f)  to  renew,  and  the  son,  after  lus  father's  death, 
entered  into  a  similar  covenant^  a  renewal  was  decreed  against 
the  son.  "  Though  it  is  true,''  said  Lord  Hardwicke,  "  that 
the  son  is  not  bound  by  the  covenant  of  his  &ther,  as  his 
father  exceeded  his  power,  yet,  as  he  was  entitled  to  his 
father's  estate,  whatever  assets  his  father  left,  either  real  or 
personal,  would  be  liable  to  that  covenant.  A  bill  might  be 
brought  for  a  satisfaction  out  of  assets,  or  an  action  for 
damages  on  the  foot  of  that  covenant ;  and  therefore  the  sou, 

(d)  Higgins  v.  Rosse,  8  BIL  P.  C.  (/)  An  expreas  oorenant  is  binding 
i  12.  at  law  without  Any  conadentioii.    See 

(e)  Earl  Brook  v,  Bulkeley,  2  Ves.  Shubrick  v.  Salmond,  3  Bur.  1637-9. 
498.  May  v.  Trye,  Freem.  K.  B.  447. 
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partly  in  point  of  honor  to  satisfy  the  coYonant  of  his  &ther^ 
and  partly  to  deliYer  himself  from  such  a  litigation  and  trouble^ 
coYenanted.  If  so,  then  I  am  of  opinion  that  is  a  sufficient 
consideration  to  bind  him/' 


VII. — As  to  the  rights  in  equity  qf  the  lessee,  and  persons 

claiminff  through  or  under  him. 

We  now  proceed  to  inquire,  in  faYor  of  whom  the  contract 
to  take  a  renewal  runs  in  point  of  benefit  in  equity:  in  other 
words,  in  whose  faYor  a  specific  performance  will  be  decreed; 
a  branch  of  our  subject  more  easily  explained  by  first  taking 
the  couYcrse,  and  showing  in  whose  faYor  a  specific  perform- 
ance wiU  not  be  decreed;  though  for  an  exposition  of  the 
general  principles  on  which  the  conrt  decrees  a  specific  per- 
formance  of  an  agreement  for  a  lease  the  reader  is  referred 
to  a  prcYious  chapter  (g). 

It  seems  to  be  admitted  that  a  party  who  has  treated  the 
land  in  an  unhusbandlike  manner,  or  been  guilty  of  breaches 
of  covenant  which  confer  a  right  of  re-entry  on  the  lessor, 
has  no  claim  to  this  species  of  equitable  assistance  {h) ;  imless 
the  covenant  broken  be  of  such  a  kind  as  would  warrant  the 
court  in  granting  an  injunction  to  restrain  an  ejectment, 
should  the  lessor,  under  the  clause  of  re-entry,  (in  the  case 
of  an  actual  lease^)  try  to  evict  the  lessee  for  a  breach. 

Where  the  assignees  of  a  bankrupt  or  insolvent  seek  a  spe- 
cific performance,  it  is^  I  apprehend,  immaterial  whether  they 
require  an  original  lease  under  an  agreement^  or  a  renewed 
lease  under  a  covenant  or  agreement  for  renewal ;  the  same 
rules  of  equity  being  apparently  applicable  to  both  cases. 
On  this  subject,  therefore,  I  shall  merely  refer  the  reader  to  a 
prior  chapter  where  the  cases  have  already  been  examined  at 
some  length  (t). 

If  the  lessee  be  guilty  of  fraud  by  wilfully  concealing 
the  fact  of  the  cestui  que  vie  being  dead,  or  at  the  point 

(ff)  Ante,  p.  621.  (A)  Ante,  p.  636.  (i)  Ante,  p.  629,  et  teq. 
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of  dissolution^  and  act  under  such  concealment  for  bis  own 
advantage^  the  court  will  not  compel  the  lessor  to  renew :  on 
the  contrary^  he  may  take  adyantage  of  the  forfeiture^  and 
eject  the  lessee  {k). 

But  where  a  lease  has  been  actually  granted  at  an  inade- 
quate fine^  on  the  fraudulent  representation  of  the  lessee  that 
only  one  life  on  which  the  lease  was  granted  had  £Edlen^  when 
in  fact  two  of  the  cestuis  que  vie  were  dead,  equity  will 
compel  him  to  pay  the  additional  sum  which  he  would  have 
been  bound  to  pay,  had  the  circumstances  been  fairly  stated 
to  the  lessor,  with  interest  at  4  per  cent.  (2).  Nor  will  the 
lessee  be  allowed  the  option  of  rescinding  the  contract,  and 
holding  under  his  old  lease  (m).  In  the  case  cited,  the 
lessee^s  ignorance,  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  new 
lease,  of  the  second  cestui  que  vie's  death  did  not  avail  him, 
as  he  was  aware  of  the  circumstance  at  the  time  of  the  lease 
being  actually  delivered  up  to  him  by  tlie  lessor ;  for  although 
the  fraud  originated  after  the  execution  of  the  deed,  yet  as 
before  its  delivery  to  the  lessee  he  concealed  a  fact,  which 
would  have  induced  the  lessor,  had  he  been  made  acquainted 
with  it,  to  withhold  such  delivery,  the  lease  was  in  a  correct 
sense  of  the  word  obtained  by  fraud  (n). 

An  act  of  parliament  (o),  already  referred  to  ( /?),  has  also 
made  provision  for  renewals  of  leases  taken  by  infSuits,  femes 
covert,  idiots,  lunatics,  and  persons  of  unsound  mind.  And  it 
was  enacted  (q),  that  in  all  cases  where  any  person  being 
under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,'  or  a  feme  covert,  was  or 
should  become  entitled  to  any  lease  or  leases  made  or  granted, 
or  to  be  made  or  granted,  for  the  life  or  lives  of  one  or  more 
person  or  persons,  or  for  any  term  of  years  either  absolute  or 
determinable  upon  the  death  of  one  or  more  persons  or  per- 
son, or  otherwise,  it  should  be  lawful  for  such  person  under 

(k)  Pendred  v.  Grifatfa,  4  Bro.  P.  C.  Cox,  260. 
612  ;  S.  C.  Toml.  Ed.  toL  I,  p.  314  ;  (m)  Ibid. 

Joum.  vol.  26,  p.  383.    ElUurd  t.  Llaa-  (n)  Ibid, 

daff,  1  Ban  Sl  Beat  241.  (o)  11  G«o.  4  &  1  W.  4.  c  65. 

(I)  Lord  Abingdon  v.  Butler,  3  Bro.  (jp)  Ante,  p.  529. 

C.  C.  112 ;  S.  C.  1  Vee.  jon.  206  ;  2         (q)  Seet  12. 
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the  age  of  twenty-one  years^  or  for  his  or  her  guardian,  or 
other  person  on  his  behalf,  and  for  such  feme  covert,  or  any 
person  on  her  behalf,  to  apply  to  the  court  of  Chancery  in 
England,  and  the  courts  of  equity  of  the  counties  palatine  of 
Chester,  Lancaster,  and  Durham  (r),  respectively,  as  to  land 
within  their  respective  jurisdiction,  by  petition  or  motion  in 
a  summary  way ;  and  that,  by  the  order  and  direction  of  the 
said  courts  respectively,  such  infant,  or  feme  covert,  or  his 
guardian,  or  any  person  appointed  in  the  place  of  such  in£Emt 
or  feme  covert  by  the  said  courts  respectively,  should  and 
might  be  enabled  from  time  to  time  by  deed  or  deeds  to 
surrender  such  lease  or  leases,  and  accept  and  take,  in  the 
place  and  for  the  benefit  of  such  person  imder  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  or  feme  covert,  one  or  more  new  lease  or 
leases  of  the  premises  comprised  in  such  lease  surrendered  by 
virtue  of  the  act,  for  and  during  such  number  of  lives,  or  for 
such  term  or  terms  of  years  determinable  upon  such  number 
of  lives,  or  for  such  term  or  terms  of  years  absolute,  as  was 
or  were  mentioned  or  contained  in  the  lease  or  leases  so 
surrendered  at  the  making  thereof  respectively,  or  otherwise, 
as  the  said  courts  should  respectively  direct : 

And  {s)  that  in  all  cases  where  any  person  being  lunatic 
should  become  entitled  to  any  lease  or  leases  made  or  granted, 
or  to  be  made  or  granted,  for  the  life  or  lives  of  one  or  more 
person  or  persons,  or  for  any  term  of  years  either  absolute,  or 
determinable  upon  the  death  of  one  or  more  person  or  per- 
sons, or  otherwise,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  committee  of 
the  estate  of  such  person  to  apply  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Oreat  Britain,  being  entrusted  by  virtue  of  the  Sling's  sig^ 
ifiRHTml  with  the  care  and  commitment  of  the  custody  of  the 
persons  and  estates  of  persons  found  idiot,  lunatic,  or  of 
unsound  mind,  by  petition  or  motion  in  a  summary  way;  and 
that,  by  the  order  and  direction  of  the  said  Lord  Chancellor 
so  entrusted,  such  committee  should  and  might  be  enabled 

(r)  And  also  of  the  courts  of  Gh«ai      1  W.  4,  e.  70.  s.  14. 
Session  of  the  principality  of  Wales         («)  Sect  18. 
before  their  abolition  hy  11  Geo.  4  A. 
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from  time  to  time^  by  deed  or  deeds^  in  the  place  of  Ruch 
Itmatic^  to  surrender  such  lease  or  leases^  and  accept  and 
take,  in  the  name  and  for  the  benefit  of  such  lunatic,  one  or 
more  new  lease  or  leases  of  the  premises  comprised  in  such 
lease  or  leases  surrendered  by  yirtue  of  the  act,  for  and 
during  such  number  of  lives,  or  for  such  term  or  terms  of 
years  absolute,  or  determinable  as  therein  aforesaid,  as  was 
or  were  mentioned  or  contained  in  the  lease  or  leases  so 
surrendered  at  the  making  thereof  respectively,  or  otherwise, 
as  the  said  Lord  Chancellor  so  entrusted  should  direct : 

And  {t)  that  every  sum  of  money  and  other  consideration 
paid  by  any  guardian,  trustee,  committee,  or  other  person,  as 
a  fine,  premium,  or  income,  or  in  the  nature  of  a  fine,  pre- 
mium, or  income,  for  the  renewal  of  any  such  lease,  and  all 
reasonable  charges  incident  thereto,  should  be  paid  out  of  the 
estate  or  effects  of  the  infant  or  lunatic  for  whose  benefit  the 
lease  should  be  renewed,  or  should  be  a  charge  upon  the 
leasehold  premises,  together  with  interest  for  the  same,  as  the 
said  courts  and  Lord  Chancellor  so  entrusted  respectively 
should  direct  and  determine;  and  that,  as  to  leases  to  be  made 
upon  surrenders  by  femes  covert,  unless  the  fine  or  considera- 
tion of  such  lease  and  the  reasonable  chaises  should  be  other- 
wise paid  or  secured,  the  same  together  with  interest  should 
be  a  charge  upon  such  leasehold  premises  for  the  benefit  of 
the  person  who  should  advance  the  same : 

And  further  {u),  that  every  lease  to  be  renewed  as  aforesaid 
should  operate  and  be  to  the  same  uses,  and  be  liable  to  the 
same  trusts,  charges,  incumbrances,  dispositions,  devises,  and 
conditions,  as  the  lease  to  be  firom  time  to  time  surrendered 
was  or  would  have  been  subject  to  in  case  such  surrender  had 
not  been  made. 

The  powers  given  by  the  act  to  the  court  of  Chancery  and 
the  Lord  Chancellor  may  be  exercised  by  other  judicial  dig- 
nitaries, as  we  have  already  had  occasion  to  notice  (or). 

{t)  Sect.  14.  (t)  See  ante,  p.  739,  sectioiis  i^  tiie 

(«)  Sect  15.  act  36  e<  «9. 
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If  a  lease  be  vested  in  a  trastee  for  the  lunatic^  the  court 
will  order  a  renewal  to  be  taken  in  the  trustee's  name^  without 
changing  the  estate ;  but  if  the  lease  be  in  the  lunatic  him- 
self^ and  only  taken  out  of  him  by  the  act  of  the  courts  the 
new  lease  ought  to  be  made  to  the  lunatic  himself^  and  not 
to  his  committee  {y), 

Renewals  are  compellable  by  persons  having  fiduciary^ 
qualified^  or  partial  interests  in  the  premises^  as  trustees^ 
executors^  mortgagees^  tenants  for  life^  &c.  [z). 

It  is  to  be  observed^  that  trustees  have  not  an  arbitrary  and 
capricious  power  with  respect  to  the  renewal  of  leases.  They 
are  bound  to  renew^  provided  the  renewal  will  be  beneficial  to 
the  cestuis  que  trust  (a).  Such  an  arbitrary  and  capricious 
power  may  be  given  {b) ;  but  it  is  not  conferred  by  a  settle- 
ment requiring  them  to  renew  "  as  occasion  may  require^  and 
as  they  may  think  proper'';  by  which  is  to  be  understood^  as 
they  may  think  proper  for  the  interests  of  their  cestuis  que 
trust.  The  exercise  of  a  power  of  renewal  does^  indeed^ 
require  a  discretion^  for  otherwise  a  trustee  would  be  bound 
to  comply  with  any  unreasonable  demands  on  the  pio't  of  the 
lessor;  but  not  an  arbitrary  and  capricious  discretion (c). 

Executors^  and  guardians^  for  this  purpose^  are  considered 
as  trustees. 


VIII. — As  to  the  relief  given  in  equity  against  the  tenanfs 

laches  in  applying  for  a  renewal. 

The  same  strict  compliance  with  the  conditions  on  which  a 
renewal  is  to  be  obtained  at  law,  is  not  requisite  in  equity ; 
the  object  of  the  latter  branch  of  the  judicature  being  a  sub- 


(y)  Ex  parte  Jennyn,  3  Swuut 
1 31,  n.  (a).  The  13th  sect,  of  1 1  Geo. 
4  &  1  W.  4.  o.  65y  contains  nearly  the 
same  words  as  29  Qeo,  2.  c.  31ythe 
act  in  force  when  this  decision  was 
made. 

(2)  See  fbrther  on  this  subject,  posty 

p.  762. 

(a)  Lord  Milaington  v.  Lord  Mul- 


graye,  3  Madd.  491  ;  S.  C,  nom.  Lord 
Milsington  v.  Lord  Portmore,  5  Madd. 
471.  Lord  Montford  v.  Lord  Cadogan^ 
17  Ves.  485 ;  S.  C,  on  appeal,  19  Ves. 
635  ;  2  MeriT.  3.  Colegrave  v.  Maaby, 
6  Madd.  72;  S.  C.  2  Russ.  238. 

(6)  See  an  example  in  Milles  v. 
MDleSyG  Ve8.76]. 

(c)  See  cases  cited  in  i|ote  (a)  snp. 
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stantial  performance  of  the  contract^  sa  far  bs  circamatanoes 
will  permit.  And^  therefore^  where  the  plaintiff  can  ahow 
that  he  has  done  eyerything  in  his  power^  but,  by  unayoidable 
accident^  by  frauds  surprise^  or  ignorance^  not  wilful^  has  been 
prevented  from  executing  his  covenant  literally^  the  conrt^  on 
his  making  compensation,  will  interpose  in  his  &vor  {d). 

The  case  of  Rawstome  v.  Bentley  {e)  affords  an  example. 
Certain  premises  held  of  the  manor  of  Highbury,  in  which 
manor  no  lease  could  be  granted  of  copyhold  lands  holden 
thereof  for  more  than  twenty-one  years,  were  there  demised  for 
twenty-one  years,  at  a  rent  of  1/.  per  annum ;  and  the  lessw 
covenanted,  before  the  end  of  the  term  to  renew  for  a  term 
of  twenty-one  years,  and  to  renew  from  the  end  of  auidh  term, 
for  twenty-one,  twenty-one,  and  fifteen  years  more,  malriTig 
in  the  whole  a  term  of  ninety-nine  years,  at  the  said  rent  of 
1/.  The  plaintiff  entered,  and  expended  upwards  of  700/.  in 
building  on  the  premises;  but,  at  the  expiration  of  the  first 
term  of  twenty-one  years,  in  1775,  an  arrear  of  rent  being 
due,  and  no  application  being  made  for  a  renewal,  possession 
of  the  premises  was  obtained  by  the  lessor's  executor  under 
an  ejectment.  The  plaintiff  first  demanded  a  renewal  in 
1788,  and  some  time  afterwards  filed  his  bill,  accounting  for 
the  previous  delay  by  showing  that  he  had  been  abroad  under 
difiSculties,  and  that  a  commission  issued  against  him  in  1781, 
which  was  afterwards  superseded  in  1787.  The  court  consi- 
dered that  the  lease  was  ori^ally  intended  to  be  for  ninety- 
nine  years,  but  that  the  custom  of  the  manor  was  an  obstacle 


(d)  Eaton  v.  Lycm,  3  Yea.  692. 
Rawstome  v.  Bentley,  4  Bro.  C.  C. 
415.  Kane  v.  Hamilton,  1  Ridgew. 
P.  C.  180-6.  Batenuui  v.  Murray,  1 
Ridgew.  P.  C.  187,  and  n.  p.  201 ;  S.  C. 
Bio.  p.  C.  TomL  Ed.  toL  5,  p.  20. 
Sweet  V.  Andenon,  2  Bro.  P.  C.  430  ; 
S.  C.  Toml.  Ed.  toI.  2,  p.  257.  Earl 
of  Rosa  V.  Woraopp,  4  Bro.  P.  C.  4 1 1 ; 
S.  G.  TomL  Ed.  vol.  1,  p.  281.  Charies 
V.  Rowley,  6  Bro.  P.  C.  73 ;  a  C. 
TomL  Ed.  toL  2,  p.  485.  Magratli  v. 
Lord  Moskeny,  1  Ridgew.  P.  G.  469 ; 


S.  C.  1  Yem.  &  Senr.  166.  ICae 
Alpine  v.  Swift,  1  Ball  &  Beat  285. 
Firman  v.  Lord  Ormonde,  1  Beat.  347. 
351.  Lord  Erskine  conaidered  tUs 
role  as  too  Umited ;  Sanders  «.  Popc^ 
12  Yes.  282.  And  see  tiie  remarks  of 
L.  C.  B.  Ridiards  in  Maxwell  V.  Ward, 
11  Price,  16-17  ;  and  Statham  v.  Tlie 
Trustees  of  the  LiTerpool  Docks,  3  Yow 
ds  Jenr.  565. 

(e)  Rawstome  v.  BmAay,  4  Bra. 
C  C.  415. 
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to  the  grant  of  a  term  of  tliat  duration ;  and^  under  all  the 
curcnmstances^  the  plaintiff  was  deemed  to  be  a  proper  subject 
for  equitable  relief. 

This  species  of  equity  was  formerly  carried  to  i^  length  that 
became  in  some  degree  alarming.  The  court  got  into  the  habit 
of  construing  terms  and  conditions  of  covenants  as  being  only 
in  terrorem;  but  in  modem  times  that  practice  has  been  much 
restrained;  and  it  is  now  settled^  that  a  party  cannot  avail 
himself  of  equitable  circumstances^  unless  he  can  show  that 
there  has  been  no  fraud,  wilful  neglect,  or  misconduct,  on 
his  own  part  (/) ;  and  that  the  case  is  one  which  admits  of 
compensation  (^). 

Accordingly,  where  a  lessor  covenanted  for  renewal  on  the 
request  of  the  lessee  within  three  months  before  the  expira* 
tion  of  the  then  granted  lease,  and  the  lessee,  being  still  in 
possession,  neglected  to  apply  for  a  renewal  till  within, a 
month  of  its  expiration,  and  the  defendant  in  the  meantime 
had  agreed  to  demise  the  premises  to  other  persons.  Lord 
Hardwicke  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  omission  to  apply 
at  the  time  agreed  on  was  a  bar  to  relief;  observing,  that  if  a 
lessee  were  relievable  in  such  a  case,  he  knew  not  where  the 
court  could  stop;  it  would  be  saying  that  the  lessee  should  be 
loose,  and  the  lessor  bound  {h),  "  It  may  be  observed,^'  adds 
Mr.  Fonblanque,  ''that  the  case  referred  to  was  a  lease  of  a 
colliery,  which,  from  the  nature  of  the  property,  might  have 
influenced  the  judgment  of  the  court;  and  the  Chai^cellor 
certainly  does  appear  in  the  note  which  I  have  of  the  case  to 
have  adverted  to  such  circumstance  (t);  but  his  lordship  seems 
to  have  rested  his  decision  upon  general  principles,  and  not 
upon  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  case.'' 

(/)  Eaton  V,  Lyon,  3  Ves.    693.  Ball  &  Beat.  285.    Firmati  v.  Lord 

Pendred  i;.  Griffith,  4  Bro.  P.  C.  512 ;  Ormonde,  1  Beat  347.    Kane  v.  Ha- 

S.  C.  Toml.  Ed.  voL  1,  p.  214.    Davis  mUton,  1  Bidgew.  P.  C.  180-6. 

V,  Oliver,  1  Bidgew.  P.  C.  1.  Magrath  (h)  Allen  v,  Hilton,  1  Fonbl.  Tr.  Eq. 

i;.  Lord  Moskerry,  1  Bidgew.  P.  G.  432,  n.  5th  edit;  cited  in  The  City  of 

469;    S.  C.  1   Vem.  &   Scriv.   166.  London  w.  Mitford,  14  Yea.  50-58. 

Walker  v.  Jeffreys,  1  Hare,  34L  (i)  See  also  14  Yes.  58. 

(g)  Ibid.     Mac  Alpine  v.  Swift,  1 

VOL.  I.  3  c 
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The  case  of  The  City  of  London  v.  Mitford  (k),  being  also 
a  demise  for  years^  with  a  coyenant  for  renewal  at  the  plain- 
tiff's request  within  one  month  before  the  end  of  the  term, 
establishes  the  same  doctrine. 

So,  where  a  lease  was  granted  for  ninety-nine  years,  if 
three  persons  or  either  of  them  should  so  long  live,  with  a 
covenant  on  the  lessor's  part  to  renew,  at  the  lessee's  request, 
on  the  dropping  of  the  first  life ;  the  lessee's  neglect  to  apply 
for  renewal  till  the  decease  of  the  third  life  was  held  to  ex- 
tingcdsh  his  right  to  a  renewal  in  equity,  as  well  as  at  law  (/). 

So,  where  a  lease  was  granted  for  lives  absolutely,  and  the 
tenant  having  the  option  of  renewing  at  the  decease  of  the 
first  of  three  lives  on  which  the  lease  was  held,  omitted  to 
apply  for  the  purpose  until  after  the  death  of  a  second  life, 
the  court  refused  its  assistance  (m). 

Another  example  is  afforded  by  Eaton  v.  Lyon  (n),  a  case 
expressly  determined  on  the  same  principle  as  that  last  quoted. 
George  HockenhuU  demised  certain  premises  to  Daniel  and 
Stanley  Orred  for  the  lives  of  three  persons,  and  the  life  of 
the  survivor,  at  a  yearly  rent  of  10/. ;  and  the  lessees  cove- 
nanted that  they  would  within  six  months  next  aft^  the 
decease  of  any  of  the  nsid  three  persons  give  notice  to  the 
lessor  of  the  decease  of  such  person  or  persons,  and  would, 
within  the  further  space  of  six  months,  surrender  that  demise, 
and  accept  of  a  new  lease  of  the  premises,  and  therein  add 
one  or  two  life  or  lives  to  the  life  or  lives  then  in  being,  as 
the  case  should  require ;  paying  for  the  same,  if  but  one  USe 
to  be  added,  the  sum  of  5/. ;  if  two,  10/.  And  the  lessor 
covenanted  that  he  would,  at  the  decease  of  any  of  the  life  or 
lives  aforesaid,  at  the  request  of  the  lessees,  or  of  the  survivor, 
&c.,  grant  a  new  lease  of  the  premises,  and  add  one  or  more 

(h)  The  CSty  of  London  v.  Mitford,  Bro.  C.  C.  529.    Hnries  v,  Brjint, 

14  VeB.  41.  4  Ross.  89. 

(0  Baynbam  v.  Guy's  Hospital,  3  (»)  Eaton  v.  Lyon,  S  Vea.  690.  But 

Ves.  295.   And  see  Rubery  v.  Jervoiae,  see  this  case  distrngoidied  from  Bajiey 

1  Term  Rep.  229.  v.  The   Corporation  of   Leaminster, 

(m)  Bayley  v.  The  Corporation  of  in  Maxwdl    v.  Ward,   13  Pri.  679 ; 

Leominster,  1  Ves.  jun.  476  ;  S.  C.  3  1  McClel.  465. 
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life  or  Uves  in  the  room  of  the  life  or  lives  so  dying.  In  17  82^ 
one  of  the  cestnis  que  vie  died;  and  in  December^  1782^  being 
within  six  months  after  such  deaths  one  Jackson^  by  the 
direction  of  Helen  Qrred^  the  party  then  entitled  to  the  leajse^ 
went  to  the  house  of  Daniel  Daulby  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
notioe  of  sueh  death  to  John  Hockenhnll^  then  being  the 
reversioner^  residing  in  Daulby^s  hoiue^  and  to  apply  for  a 
fresh  life  to  be  added  to  the  lease.  Jackson  did  not  see 
Hockenhull,  being  informed  that  he  was  very  ill  in  bed^  and 
cotdd  not  speak  so  as  to  be  understood ;  nor  did  he  desire 
Daulby  to  inform  him  of  his  ( Jackson^s)  business.  Hocken- 
huU  died  on  the  20th  December^  1782.  Helen  Orred  died  in 
1787^  without  adopting  any  farther  steps  for  procuring  a  re- 
newal. Under  these  circumstances^  the  Master  of  the  Bolls^ 
considering  that^  according  to  the  fiedr  construction  of  the 
covenant,  notice  should  have  beeoi  given  on  the  expiration  of 
the  first  life ;  and  that  as  Helen  Orred  had  neglected  to  give 
such  notice  within  a  reasonable  time  after  Hockenhull^s  deathj 
she  had  forfeited  her  right  of  renewal.  The  communication 
with  Daulby  was  held  to  be  insufficient  for  the  purpose;  for, 
though  HockenhuU  was  too  ill  to  be  seen,  there  was  no  reason 
why  he  should  not  have  left  the  notice ;  or  given  it  to  the 
person  who  was  entitled  upon  his  death. 

A  more  recent  case  (o),  founded  on  the  decision  in  Saton 
V.  Lyon,  remains  to  be  noticed.  The  defendant  i^  1792 
demised  the  premises  in  question  to  E.  M.  Brown  for  ninety •« 
nine  years,  if  he  (the  lessee),  E.  Candler,  and  E.  P.  Maxwell, 
or  any  of  them,  should  so  long  live,  subject  to  a  cQv^ant,  that 
if  the  said  E.  M.  Brown,  his  executors,  &c.,  shpuld  at  any 
time  or  times  thereafter  upon  the  death  of  any  or  either  of 
the  said  life  or  lives  be  desirous  to  renew,  by  adding  a  new 
life  or  Hves  in  the  room  of  the  person  or  persons  so  dying, 
and  of  such  desire  should  give  notice  in  writing  to  the  defend- 
ant, his  heirs,  &c.,  within  one  year  next  after  the  death  of 
any  or  either  of  the  said  person  or  persons  for  whose  life  or 

(o)  Maxwell  V.   Ward    11  Pri.  3  ;  S.  C.  13  Pri.  674  ;  1  M'Uel.  458. 
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lives  the  said  premises  were  then  heldj  then  the  defendant^ 
his  heirs^  &c.^  would  at  the  costs  of  E.  M.  Brown^  his  execu- 
tors^ &c.^  at  any  time  within  the  space  of  one  year  next  after 
the  death  of  such  life  or  lives,  execute  to  the  said  E.  M. 
Brown^  his  executors^  &c.^  a  new  lease  of  the  premises  for  a 
new  term  of  ninety-nine  years^  to  be  determinable  on  the 
death  or  deaths  of  such  said  life  or  lives  thereinbefore  men- 
tioned^ as  should  be  then  in  beings  and  the  life  or  lives  of 
such  other  person  or  persons  as  the  said  E.  M.  Brown,  or  his 
executors^  &c.^  should  nominate^  in  the  room  of  the  life  or 
lives  so  dying,  under  the  like  rents  and  covenants^  &c.^  and 
so  toties  quoties  as  any  life  or  lives  should  die.  The  lessee, 
the  first  life^  died  in  1803;  but  no  renewal  being  called  for 
until  1808^  the  defendant  then  refused  an  application  for  that 
purpose.  The  second  of  the  lives  dropped  in  August^  1817; 
and  the  thirds  in  February,  1818^  both  within  a  twelvemonth; 
and  on  the  6th  of  Aprils  1818,  a  formal  notice  of  an  intention 
to  renew  was  delivered  by  the  plaintiffs  to  the  defendant. 
The  first  question  was,  whether,  as  a  proper  application  had 
not  been  made  on  the  dropping  of  the  first  life^  but  as  such 
application  had  been  duly  made  on  the  falling  of  the  second^ 
the  plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  a  renewal  for  two  new  Uvea ; 
that  is^  whether  the  demand  made  within  the  year  after  the 
death  of  the  second  lifcj  gave  them  a  right  to  substitute 
another  life  in  lieu  of  the  first.  On  this  point  the  court  gave 
a  decided  opinion,  founded  on  the  principle  of  the  construc- 
tion of  a  covenant  being  the  same  in  equity  as  at  law^  that 
the  requisition  made  after  the  expiration  of  the  second  life 
did  not  entitle  the  plaintiffs  to  a  renewal  for  the  first.  The 
next  question,  whether  the  parties,  having  complied  with  the 
conditions  of  the  covenant  on  the  determination  of  the  second 
life,  and  of  the  third  also,  were  in  a  situation  to  insist  on  a 
renewal  of  the  second  and  third  lives,  notwithstanding  their 
omission  on  the  dropping  of  the  firsts  was  considered  to  have 
been  already  determined  by  the  case  of  Eaton  v,  Lyon.  The 
Lord  Chief  Baron  (Alexander)  declared  himself  unable  to 
discover  any  broad,  clear^  intelligible  ground  upon  which 
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he  could  distinguish  the  point  determined  in  it  firom  the  pre- 
sent ;  and,  after  comparing  the  particular  words  and  expres- 
sions in  the  two  cases,  said,  that  he  should  feel  himself  bound 
to  dismiss  the  bill ;  but  regarding  the  question  as  one  of  very 
great  nicety  and  difficulty,  he  gave  the  plaintiffs  the  advan- 
tage of  retaining  the  bill  for  twelve  months,  to  enable  them 
to  take  the  opinion  of  a  court  of  law,  by  bringing  an  action 
for  the  breach  of  covenant,  or  by  adopting  any  other  course, 
other  than  an  action  of  ejectment,  as  they  might  be  advised. 
If  no  action  were  brought  within  that  period,  the  bill  was  to 
stand  dismissed,  but  without  costs. 

In  the  case  of  M'Alpine  v.  Swift  (p),  where  a  lessee  for  a 
specified  number  of  years,  ending  in  November,  with  the 
benefit  of  a  covenant  for  renewal  at  the  expiration  of  the  term, 
for  three  lives,  provided  he  nominated  the  lives  within  the  last 
six  months  of  the  term,  omitted  to  do  so  tilLthe  January 
following,  the  court  reftised  to  relieve  him ;  and  adverted  to 
the  impossibility  of  calculating  the  amount  of  injury  the  lessor 
might  have  sustained  by  the  Uves  not  being  named  within  the 
time  agreed  on,  as  the  lives  named  in  November  might  have 
expired  by  January. 

But  in  a  later  case  in  Ireland  {q),  somewhat  similar  in  its 
circumstances,  where  the  same  difficulty  of  making  compen- 
sation was  urged  in  argument  against  the  plaintiff's  right  to 
a  renewal.  Hart,  C,  declared  that  he  saw  no  difficulty;  for 
the  duration  of  human  life  with  its  casualties  was  the  sub- 


(p)  M'Alpine  v.  Swift,  I  BaQ  & 
Beat.  285.  And  see  Kane  v,  Hamilton, 
1  Eidgew.  P.  C.  180-6. 

(q)  Firman  v.  Lord  Ormonde,  1 
Beat  347.  And  see  Sweet  v,  Ander- 
son, 2  Bro,  P.  C.  430  ;  S.  C.  Toml. 
Ed.  vol.  2,  p.  256.  In  Ireland  it  has 
long  been  tiie  practice  in  case  of  the 
tenant^s  neglect  to  renew,  to  calculate 
the  value  of  a  life  at  seven  years'  pur- 
chase, and  to  compensate  the  lessor  by 
the  aasessment  of  septennial  fines,  with 
interest  for  the  delay.  Bateman  v, 
Murray,  1  Eidgew.  P.  C.  187. 196-7. 


Harrison  v.  Prendergast,  cited,  1 
Ridgew.  P.  C.  191 ;  S.  C.  WaDis,  by 
Lyne,  188,  n.  Kane  v.  Hamilton,  I 
Eidgew.  P.  C.  180-3-6.  Boyle  v.  Ly- 
saght,  1  Ridgew.  P.  G.  384.404;  S.  C. 
1  Vem.  &  Scriv.  135.  O'Neil  v. 
Jones,  1  Ridgew.  P.  G.  170-4.  Sweet 
V.  Anderson,  2  Bro.  P.  G.  430  ;  S.  G. 
Toml.  £d.  vol.  2,  p.  256.  Keating  v. 
Sparrow,  1  Ball  &  Beat.  367.  873. 
O'Hara  v.  Bourke,  Wallis,  by  Lyne, 
191,  n.  Shore  V.  Lord  Damley,WaUif» 
by  Lyne,  192,  n. 
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ject  of  daily  calculation^  acted  on  in  every  court  of  justice ; 
and  that^  by  applying  those  calculations  to  the  snbject  in 
question^  the  result  would  ascertain  the  compeDsation.  In 
this  case  the  tenant^  having  been  misled  by  the  lessor's 
steward^  was  relieved  against  an  omission  to  nominate  a  life 
in  due  time. 

Where  a  party  contracted  to  grant  another  a  lease  for  lives 
renewable  for  ever^  and  gave  him  possession  acoordingiy,  and 
the  tenant  agreed  to  lay  out  a  certain  sum  on  the  premises 
within  three  years^  but  died  within  that  period^  leaving  an 
infant  heir^  who  did  not  attain  his  majority  till  nineteen  yean 
afterwards^  and  no  one  came  forward  in  the  interval  on 
behalf  of  the  infant  either  to  take  the  lease,  or  to  defray  the 
necessary  expenditure^  it  was  held  that  the  in&nt  could  not 
take  advantage  of  his  infancy^  to  excuse  the  non-assertion  of 
his  right  imder  the  agreement^  the  immediate  assertion 
rights  and  performance  of  his  part  of  the  contract^  being 
tial  to  the  interest  of  the  other  party ;  and  that  if  the  con- 
tract were  to  continue  executory  during  the  whole  minority^ 
it  would  not  be  giving  the  landlord  the  benefit  of  that  in 
consideration  of  which  he  stipulated  to  grant  the  lease  (r). 

Gross  laches  in  applying  for  a  renewal  wiU  not  be  relieved 
against  in  equity^  although  the  property  be  brought  into 
settlement  {s). 

If  a  lessee  for  lives^  with  a  covenant  for  perpetual  renewal, 
underlet  with  a  covenant  for  perpetual  renewal  on  the  drop- 
ping of  lives^  provided  the  lives  named  by  the  underlessee  be 
the  same  as  those  from  time  to  time  named  by  the  mesne 
lessor;  and  with  a  farther  provision^  that  his  covenant  shall 
be  void  unless  the  underlessee,  within  twelve  months  after  the 
death  of  a  nominee,  nominate  a  new  life,  he  cannot  claim  a 
forfeiture  of  the  underlessee's  right  of  renewal  on  the  ground 
of  laches,  if  he  himself,  by  omitting  to  obtain  a  renewal  from 
the  head  landlord,  has  never  been  in  a  position  to  call  upon  the 
underlessee  to  take  a  renewal  (/) .    And  on  renewal  of  the  head 

(r)  Griffin  v.  Griffin,  1  Scho.  &  Lef.       398  ;  S.  C.  4  Dm.  &  War.  240. 
352.  (0  Fitzgerald  v.  O'Connelly  1  Jo.  & 

{$)  Townley  v.  Bond,  2  Con.  &  Law,       La  Ton.  1 35. 
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lease  in  suck  a  case,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  lessee  to  give  notice 
of  it  to  the  nnderlessee  before  he  can  proceed  against  him  by 
ejectment  for  a  forfeiture  consequent  on  neglect  to  call  for  a 
renewal  («). 

An  omission  to  give  notioe  in  writing,  though  the  covenant 
prescribe  that  mode^  wiU  not  entail  on  the  leasee  the  penal- 
ties of  laches,  if  it  can  be  shewn  that  a  fair  intimation  of  an 
intention  to  renew  has  been  given  in  any  other  way  (^). 

If,  in  an  underlease  of  renewable  leaseholds,  the  under- 
leasee^s  right  of  renewal  be  made  forfeitable  on  non-payment 
to  his  lessor,  within  three  months  after  he  shall  have  obtained 
a  renewal^  and  after  notice  thereof  shall  have  been  given  to 
the  underlessee,  of  a  proportionable  part  of  the  fine,  costs, 
and  expenses;  to  disentitle  the  underlessee  to  a  renewal,  the 
service  of  the  notice  must  be  clearly  proved,  so  as  to  satisfy 
the  mind  of  the  court  that  the  intention  of  the  lessor  to 
insist  on  the  forfeiture,  and  the  information  as  to  the  fSncts 
which  were  peculiarly  within  his  knowledge,  were  fully 
brought  home  to  the  tenant.  The  court  cannot  establish  a 
forfeiture  on  suspicions  (y). 

Ignorance  is  considered  wilful,  where  a  person  neglects 
the  means  of  information  which  ordinary  prudence  would 
suggest  {z) ;  and  it  is  dear  that  ignorance  of  a  man's  own 
rights,  conferred  by  an  instrument  actually  in  his  possession 
or  power,  where  the  other  party  is  consequently  innocent  of 
concealment,  or  of  any  conduct  contributing  to  keep  him 
ignorant  of  its  contents,  cannot  excuse  the  performance  of 
any  conditions  imposed  on  the  person  claiming  under  the 
instrument  (a). 

And  accident  is  not  unavoidable  which  reasonable  diligence 
might  have  prevented.  In  illustration  of  these  two  princi- 
ples may  be  cited  the  late  case  of  Harries  v.  Bryant  (6).  The 
plaintiff,  having  taken  an  assignment  of  a  lease  for  three 

(«)  Wallace  v.  Patten,  1  Iriah  Eq.  Lloyd  &  Goo.  392,  temp.  Plunk. 

R^.  338.  (2)  Harries  v.  Bryant,  4  Russ.  89. 

(«)  Maxwell  v.Wttxd,  11  Pri.  16.  (a)  Maxwell  v.  Ward,  11  Pri.  3  ; 

(y)  Lawleas  v.  Grogan,  1  Dru.  &  S.  C.  13  Pri.  674-6  ;  1  M'Clel.  458. 

Wal.  53.    And  see  John  v,  Armstrong,  (6)  Harries  v.  Bryant,  4  Russ.  89. 
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lives^  which  contamed  a  covenant  for  renewal  on  the  falling 
of  each  life^  provided  application  were  made  for  renewal 
within  six  months  after  the  life  dropped^  allowed  almost  ten 
months  to  elapse  between  the  death  of  the  first  cestui  que  vie 
and  his  application  for  renewal;  and  excused  lus  delay  by 
alleging  that  he  neither  knew  that  the  deceased  person  was 
the  life  named  in  the  lease,  nor  that  he  was  dead,  until  after 
the  expiration  of  the  six  months ;  but  the  court  dismissed  lus 
bill  with  costs ;  as  ordinary  prudence  would  have  su^ested, 
and  reasonable  diligence  would  have  required,  that  he  should 
ascertain  who  the  lives  were,  and  take  measures  to  secure 
early  information  of  their  deaths.  All  this  he  appeared  to 
have  neglected;  his  ignorance,  therefore,  was  wilftd,  and  the 
accident  not  unavoidable. 

If  the  reversion,  subject  to  a  lease  with  a  covenant  for  per- 
petual renewal,  become  vested  in  two  individuals  in  different 
rights,  and  the  lessee,  after  a  refusal  by  them  to  renew, 
and  a  bill  filed  by  him,  but  not  pursued,  accept  from  one  ci 
them  a  fresh  lease  of  a  moiety  of  the  premises,  with  the  same 
stipulations  and  covenant  for  perpetual  renewal  as  were  con- 
tained in  the  demise  of  the  entirety,  it  may  perhaps  be  doubtful 
whether  the  acceptance  of  the  new  lease  does  not  amount  to 
an  abandonment  of  the  right  of  renewal  as  to  the  other 
moiety.  Lord  Eldon  said,  that  he  did  not  know  that  upon 
that  circmnstance  alone  the  court  would  refuse  execution  of 
the  covenant  [i.e.,  as  to  the  other  moiety  under  the  original 
covenant  for  renewal];  but  that  it  was  a  strong  drcumstanoe; 
for  the  interest  under  that  lease  was  very  different  from  a 
lease  of  the  whole  at  a  single  rent,  from  a  person  representing 
the  whole  estate ;  especially  as  there  was  pro  tanio  a  derelic- 
tion of  the  right  to  a  lease  of  the  whole;  and  the  demand 
that  was  made  by  suit  was  not  pursued  (c). 

As  a  general  rule,  the  costs  of  obtaining  relief  must  fiill  on 
the  plaintiff  (rf). 

(c)  The  City  of  London  v.  Mitford,  v.  The  Marqnis  of  Waterfatd,  1  Sefao. 
14  Ves.  41.  57.  &  Lef.  451,  n.    Barrett  v.  PeuMD,  2 

(d)  Firman  v.   Lord  Ormonde,   1  Ball  &  Beat  189. 
Beat.  347.  352.    Dean,  or  Freeman, 
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The  greater  latitude  said  to  have  been  allowed  in  Ireland 
in  cases  of  laches^  founded  on  what  has  been  termed^  a  heal 
equity,  or  the  old  equity  of  the  kinffdom{e)y  received  a  check  in 
the  English  House  of  Lords  when  the  cases  of  Kane  v,  Hamil- 
ton {f)y  and  Bateman  v.  Murray  (y),  came  before  them  in 
their  appellate  capacity.  The  alarm  created  by  the  decision 
of  Bateman  v,  Murray  occasioned  the  statute  19  &  20  G-eo.  3. 
c.  30^  commonly  called  the  Irish  Tenantry  Act^  by  which, 
after  reciting  that  great  parts  of  the  lands  in  Ireland  were 
held  under  leases  for  lives  with  covenants  for  perpetual 
renewals  upon  payment  of  certain  fines  at  the  times  therein 
specified,  and  that  from  accidents  such  tenants  frequently 
neglected  to  pay  or  tender  such  fines  within  the  times  pre- 
scribed, it  was  provided,  that  courts  of  eqxdty,  upon  adequate 
compensation  being  made,  should  relieve  such  tenants  against 
such  lapse  of  time,  if  no  circumstances  of  fraud  should  be 
proved  against  them,  unless  it  should  be  proved  to  the  satis- 
faction of  such  courts  that  the  landlord  had  demanded  such 
fines,  and  that  the  same  had  been  refused  or  neglected  to  be 
paid  within  a  reasonable  time  after  such  demand;  thus 
reviving  the  old  equity  referred  to.  The  cases  of  Boyle  v. 
Lysaght  (A),  and  Magrane  v.  Archbold  (i),  contain  a  succinct 
history  of  renewable  leases  in  Ireland,  and  of  the  principles 
on  which  renewals  have  been  decreed.  For  the  construction 
of  the  Tenantry  Act,  which  is  not  within  the  scope  of  these 
pages,  the  reader  may  refer  to  the  cases  collected  in  the 
note  {k). 


(e)  See  Sweet  v.  Anderson)  2  Bro. 
P.  C.  430  ;  S.  C.  Toml.  Ed.  vol.  2,  p. 
256.  Earl  of  Ross  v.  Worsopp,  4  Bro. 
P.  C.  411 ;  S.  C.  TomL  Ed.  vol  1,  p. 
281.  O'NeO  V.  Jonee,  1  Kidgew.  P.  G. 
170.  Boyle  v.  Lysaght,  1  Ridgew. 
P.  C.  384.  405  ;  S.  C.  1  Vem.  &  Scrir. 
135. 

(/)  Kane  v.  Hamilton,  Wallis,  by 
Lyne,  172  ;  S.  C.  1  Ridgew.  P.  C.  180. 

(g)  Murray  v.  Bateman,  Wallis,  by 
Lyne,  181.  Bateman  o.  Mniray,  1 
Ridgew.  P.  C.  187. 


(h)  Boyle  V,  Lysa^t,  sap. 

(t)  Magrane  v,  Archbold,  1  Dow, 
P.  C.  107.  109.  See  also  Magrath  v. 
Moskerry,  1  Ridgew.  P.  C.  469;  S.  C. 
1  Vem.  &  Scriv.  166. 

(X;)  Boyle  v.  Lysaght,  sap.  Deano, 
or  Freeman,  v.  The  Marqnis  of  Water- 
ford,cited,  1  Scho.  &  Lef.  451,  n.  Jack- 
son V,  Saunders,  1  Scho.  &.  Lef.  443. 
Keating  v.  Spairow,  1  Ball  &  Beat. 
367.  Jessop  v.  King,  2  Ball  &  Beat. 
81.  Wallace  V.  Patten,  1  Irish  £q.  Rep. 
388.     Trant  v,  Dwyer,  1  Dow  &  Cla. 
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(Pav  it. 


Of  course^  the  lessor  may  waive  his  right  to  a  forfeitiire  by 
laekes  of  the  tenant's  right  to  renew;  and  sneh  waiver  may 
be  absolute^  cnt  conditional,  as  on  immediate  payment  of 
arrears  of  rent  and  the  renewal  fines:  and,  in  the  latter 
ease,  the  tenant's  failure  to  comply  with  the  terms  wiU  dose 
his  right  to  eqnitable  relief  (/)• 


Section  III. — ^As  to  trusts  being  grafts  on  renewed 

TERM. 

A  most  important  and  salutary  branch  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  equity  is  called  into  operation  to  prevent  trustees  oi^  and 
parties  having  limited  or  qualified  interests  in,  a  renewable 
leasehold,  £rom  deriving  an  unfiiir  advantage  ficom  their  pecu- 
liar character  or  situation. 

No  point  of  law  can  be  better  estabUdied  than  that  a  trustee 
renewing  a  lease  taken  by  him  in  that  capacity  shall  hold  the 
renewal  for  ihe  benefit  of  the  cestnis  que  trust  (m).  And 
where  a  testator  devised  certain  leasehold  premises  to  his 
daughter  for  life,  for  her  sole  and  separate  use,  with  remain- 
ders over,  without  appointing  trustees,  and  the  daughter's 
husband,  representing  himsdf  to  be  entitled  to  the  privilege 


125.  Veaeyv.  BodUn,  1  Dow&Ckk 
456.  John  v.  Armstrong,  Uoyd  &, 
Goo.  392,  temp.  Plmik.  Baldwin  v. 
Bridges,  Uoyd  &  Goo.  408,  temp. 
Plnnk.  Batler  v.  Lord  Portazliiigton, 
I  Con.&  Lftw.  1;  S.  C.  4  Ir. £q.  Rep.  1. 
O'Reilly  v.  Feathenfcon,  2  Dow  A.  Cla. 
30.    See  likewise  1  Sl  2  Vict  c  62. 

(Q  Townley  V.  Bond,  2  Con.  &  Law. 
393;  S.  C.  4  Dm.  Sl  War.  240. 

(m)  Holt  V.  Holt,  1  Cb.  Ga.  190. 
Anon.  6  Mod.  57,  ease  68.  DarreD  v. 
VVhitdiot,2Rep.inCh.59.  Edwards 
V.  Lewis,  3  Atk.  538.  Rawe  v.  Chi- 
diester,  2  AmbL  715.  719 ;  5.  C.  1 
Bro.  C.  G.  by  Belt,  198,  n. ;  S.  C.,  nom. 
Bromfield  «.  Chichester,  Raw  v.  Da- 


thelly,  2  Dick.  480.  Griffin  v.  Griffin, 
1  Scho.  &  Lef.  352.  Fits^bon  v. 
Scanlan,  1  Dow,  P.  C.  261.  Pickering 
V.  Vowles,  1  Bro.  C.  C.  197-8.  Nigiit- 
ingiJe  V.  Iawsod,  1  Bro.  C  C.  440. 
Ex  parte  Phelps,  9  Mod.  357.  Stone 
V.  Theed,  2  Bro.  a  C  247-8.  Eillick 
V.  Flezney,  4  Bro.  C.  C.  161.  Lord  sl 
Holmes,  cited,  AmbL  719.  Keeeh  v. 
Sandfoid,  (sometimes  caUed  the  Rom- 
ford Market  Case^  SeL  Ga.  in  Ch.  61; 
S.  C.  2  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  741.  pL  7.  And 
see  Vemey  v.  Ven^y,  1  YesL  428-9  ; 
&  C.  AmbL  88.  Pienan  «.  Shore^ 
1  Atk.  480.  Neebitt  v.  Tredennick, 
1  Ball  &  Beat  29.  46.  MannseU  v. 
O'Brien,  Jones,  Ir.  Ezeh.  176. 
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of  renewal  under  the  will  oi  the  former  tenant,  ohtatbied  a 
grant  of  a  reversionary  term,  his  representatives  were  decreed 
to  hold  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  persons  entitled  under  the 
will{»). 

To  such  a  length  has  this  doctrine  been  carried,  that  where 
a  trustee  procured  a  new  lease,  it  being  perfectly  clear  that 
the  lessor  would  never  have  renewed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
cestui  que  trust,  the  rule  was  still  adhered  to  (o). 

In  a  late  case  before  the  House  of  Lords  (p),  it  appeared 
that  certain  premises,  in  settlement,  were  publicly  advertised 
to  be  let,  the  former  lease  having  expired;  and  that  the  trustee 
obtained  a  lease  to  himself,  having  expressly  disclaimed,  when 
he  made  proposals,  aU  intention  of  taking  in  the  character  of 
trustee;  but  notwithstanding  this  precaution,  and  subsequent 
unimpeached  possession  for  about  eighteen  years,  he  was  held 
to  have  renewed  for  the  cestui  que  trust,  and  his  representa- 
tive was  ordered  to  account  accordinglyi 

But  if  a  trustee  obtain  a  nenewal  of  a  lease^  the  subject  of 
his  trust,  and  additional  lands  be  demised  to  him  by  the  same 
instrument,  at  an  entire  rent ;  the  cestui  que  trust  will  be 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  renewal  only  to  the  extent  of  the 
original  lands  {q). 

So,  if  executors  renew  in  their  own  names,  for  their  own 
benefit,  they  shall  hold  the  renewed  lease,  as  part  of  the  testa- 
mentary estate  (r).  And  the  same  rule  was  extended  to  a 
case  where  a  stranger  wrongfully  interfered  in  the  affairs  of 
a  deceased  testator,  and  procured  a  renewal  in  his  own  favor. 


(n)  Parker  v.  Brooke,  9  Yes.  583. 

(o)  Keechv.  SandfordyOrTheRimi- 
ford  Market  case,  Sel.  Ca.  in  Ch.  61  ; 
S.  C.  2  £q.  Ca.  Ab.  741.  pi.  7.  FitsE- 
gibbon  V.  Scanlan,  1  Dow,  P.  C.  269. 
Ex  parte  Andrews — Re  Emett,  1  Madd. 
575-6.  Ex  parte  James,  8  Yes.  337. 
345. 

(p)  Fitz-gibbon  v,  Soanlan,  1  Dow, 
P.  C.  264. 

(g)  Acheson  v.  Fair,  2  Con.  &  Law. 
208  ;  S.  C.  3  Dru.  &  War.  512. 


(r)  Holt  V,  Holt,  1  Ch.  Ca.  190. 
Anon.  2  Ch.  Ca.  207.  Rawe  v.  Chi- 
chester, AmbL  715  ;  S.  C.  1  Bro.C.  C. 
by  Belt,  198,  n. ;  S.  C,  nom.  Brom- 
field  V.  Chichester,  or  Raw  v,  Dntfaelly, 
2  Dick.  480.  Lackin  v.  Rnshwortfa, 
Rep.  temp.  Finch,  392  ;  a  C  2  Rep. 
in  Ch.  113,  2nd  edit  Pickering  v. 
Yowles,  1  Bro.  C.  C.  197-8.  Abney  v. 
Miller,  2  Atk.  597.  Moody  «.  Mat- 
thews, 7  Yes.  174.  James  v.  Dean, 
11  Yes.  383. 
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haying  coerced  the  actual  executor  to  surrender  a  subsisting 
lease^  part  of  the  testator's  estate  («). 

If  a  mortgagee  obtain  a  renewal^  the  new  lease  will  be 
subject  to  the  trusts  and  limitations  of  the  former  one  [t), 
notwithstanding  the  term  comprised  in  the  mortgage  be 
expired  before  the  renewal  be  obtained  (ti). 

Bo^  on  the  other  hand^  if  a  lessee  mortgage^  and  renew^  the 
new  lease  will  be  a  graft  on  the  old  one  for  the  mortgagee's 
benefit  (^). 

On  the  same  principle^  if  one  partner  priyately  obtain  in 
his  own  name^  and  for  his  own  individual  benefit,  a  lease  of 
the  premises  where  the  joint  trade  is  carried  on,  the  renewed 
term  will  be  held  in  trust  for  the  partnership  (y). 

In  like  manner,  if  one  interested  in  a  lease  jointly  with 
another,  though  not  in  partnership,  renew  in  his  own  name, 
he  is  a  trustee,  hj  implication  for  the  benefit  of  the  other  to 
the  extent  of  his  share  (z).  If  the  other  be  an  infiEuat,  and 
the  renewed  lease  prove  advantageous,  he  is  entitled  to  his 
sha^  of  the  advantage;  but  if  not  beneficial,  the  trustee  must 
sustain  the  loss.  This  is  the  peculiar  privilege  of  the  unpro- 
tected condition  of  an  infant.    The  infant,  however,  claiming 


(«)  Mnlrany  v.  Dillon,  1  Ball  & 
Beat  409.  Griffin  v.  Griffin,  1  Scho. 
&  Lef .  352. 

(0  Darrell  v.  Whitehot,  2  Rep.  in 
Ch.  59.  Rawe  v.  Chichester  ;  Brom- 
field  V,  Chichester;  or  Raw  v.  Du- 
theUy,  sap.  Luckin  v.  Rnshworth,  Rep. 
temp.  Finch,  392  ;  S.  C.  2  Rep.  in  Ch. 
113,  2nd  edit. 

(«)  Rakestraw  v.  Brewer,  2  P. 
Wms.  511.  And  see  Nesbitt  v.  Tre- 
dennick,  1  Ball  &  Beat.  29. 

(x)  Smith  V.  Chichester,  1  Con.  & 
Law.  486.  All  well-prepared  mort- 
gages of  renewable  leaseholds  impose 
an  obligation  to  renew  on  the  mort- 
gagor, and  empower  the  mortgagee  to 
renew,  in  case  of  his  neglect,  and  de- 
clare that  the  fine  and  expenses  shall  be 
a  charge  on  the  premises,  and  carry 
interest    Unless  l^e  mortgage  contain 


sach  a  provision,  the  mortgagor  is  not 
oompeUable  to  renew;  but  if  the 
mortgagee  obtain  a  renewal,  which  it 
is  competent  to  him  to  do,  Uie  amoont 
of  the  finesand  expenses  will  be  added 
to  the  principal  of  the  mortgage,  and 
carry  interest  Bfanlore  v.  Bale,  S 
Vem.  84.  Lacon  v.  Mertmsy  3  Atk.  4 ; 
S.  C.  nom.  Lncan  v.  Mertins,  1  Wils. 
34.  Hamilton  v.  Denny,  1  Ball  & 
Beat  199.  202. 

(y)  Featherstonhangh  v.  Fenwick, 
1 7  Ves.  298.  311.  Alder  v.  Fooracre, 
3Swanst489.  Fawcett  v.  Whitehonse, 
1  Russ.  &  Myl.  1 32. 

(z)  Palmer  v.  Yomig,  1  Vem.  276; 
S.  C.  1  £q.  Ca.  Ah.  380,  (B).  pL  2. 
Hamilton  v.  Denny,  1  Ball  &  Beat. 
199.  202.  Ex  parte  Grace,  1  Bos.  & 
Pul.  376.  Jackson  v.  Welsh,  Uoyd  & 
Goo.  346,  temp.  Plnnk. 
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the  benefit  of  tlie  renewal^  must  contribute  his  proportion  of 
the  expenses  (a). 

If  a  stranger  to  the  estate^  by  suppressio  veri,  or  guggestio 
fahif  obtain  a  grant  of  a  reversionary  term^  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  old  tenant^  it  should  seem  that  he  will  be  converted 
into  a  trustee  (i). 

But  it  may  be  inferred  from  the  case  last  cited  {c)y  that 
there  is  no  equity  in  favor  of  the  owner  of  a  leasehold  held 
under  repeated  renewals^  against  a  stranger  who  procures  a 
grant  of  a  reversionary  term^  to  commence  on  the  determina^ 
tion  of  the  subsisting  lease^  without  giving  notice  to  the  lessee 
of  his  application  to  the  lessor.  Nor  is  there  any  equity 
against  a  stranger  who  procures  a  fr^h  term  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  former  one  usually  renewed  {d). 

And  it  has  been  determined  in  a  late  case  in  the  Irish  Ex* 
chequer  (e)  that  if  an  under-lessee  obtain  a  renewal  from  the 
head  landlord,  without  consulting  lus  own  immediate  land- 
lord, he  is  not  converted  into  a  trustee  of  such  renewed  lease 
for  such  immediate  landlord,  although  the  latter  may  have  a 
tenant-right  of  renewal.  And  further,  that  payment  of  rent 
by  the  underlessee  to  the  head  landlord,  with  the  privity  of 
the  mesne  landlord,  will  not  constitute  the  under-lessee  his 
agent  in  the  sense  in  which  that  word  is  used  in  cases  on  this 
subject. 

By  an  early  case  (/),  the  report  of  which  is  so  obscure  as 
to  render  an  acquaintance  with  the  facts  extremely  difficult, 
it  appears,  that  the  plaintiff  had  a  trust  in  a  lease  by  patent 
from  King  Charles  the  Ist,  which  was  afterwards  renewed  by 
King  Charles  the  2nd,  and  other  trustees  were  named  therein. 
The  defendant,  being  one  of  the  trustees,  insisted  that  he  was 

(a)  Ex  parte  Grace,  sup.  v.  Tredennick,   1   Ball  &  Beat    29. 

\h)  Parker  t>.  Brooke,  9  Ves.  383.  Lesley's  case,  Freem.  Gh.  52. 

But  see  Lee  v.  Lord  Vernon,  7  Bro.  P.  (e)  Mannaell  v.  O'Brien,  Jones,  176. 

C.  432  ;  S.  C.  Toml.  Ed.  voL  6,  p.  10.  (/)  DarreU  v.  Whitchot,  2  Rep.  in 

(c)  Lee  9.  Lord  Vernon,  sap.  Ch.  59.    The  obscurity  of  the  report 

{(i)  Earl  of  Sandwich  «.  Earl  of  has  rendered  it  neoeasary  to  transoribe 

Litchfield,  CoUes,  P.  C.  104.    Stokes  it  nearly  yerbatim. 
«.  Clarke,  CoUes,  P.  C.  192.    Nesbitt 
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a  joint-patentee  for  the  valuable  consideration  of  500/.;  but 
the  plaintiff  insisted  that  the  defendant  came  in  as  his  trustee, 
and  not  (ff)  to  be  subject  to  the  same  trust  in  the  new  lease 
as  he  was  under  the  old.  But  the  defendant  insisted  that 
the  new  patent  was  to  the  new  trustees  for  services  done  by 
them  to  Charles  the  2nd^  and  his  own  500/.  -,  yet  the  plaintiff 
urged  that  there  was  a  continued  trust,  and  that  the  defendant 
and  the  King  declared  he  (A)  had  a  respect  for  the  old  tenants, 
and  that  as  the  defendant  came  in  under  the  tenant's  interests, 
he  ought  to  be  in  trust  for  the  pUdntiff ;  and  though  there 
was  no  tenant-right  against  the  King,  yet  that  the  King  did 
consider  the  tenants,  and  that  the  case  was  the  same  as  that 
of  a  mortgagee  or  trustee  renewing  a  church  lease,  in  which 
case  the  court  had  given  relief;  but  die  ooort  of  Chancery 
with  the  judges  declared  their  opinion  that  there  was  no 
ground  to  relieve  the  plaintiff,  and  so  disnussed  his  bilL 

If  a  tenant  for  life  of  a  leasehold  estate  under  a  will  or 
settlement  obtain  a  renewal  for  his  awn  benefit  in  his  own 
name,  or  in  the  name  of  a  trustee,  the  new  lease  will  be 
subject  to  the  other  provisicms  of  the  will  or  settlement 
relating  to  that  property  (i) ;  and  though,  in  the  case  of  set- 
tlement, the  tenant  for  life  be  himself  the  author  of  it  {k). 

And  the  same  rule  prevails  though  the  settlement  contain 
an  express  provision  that  a  particular  renewal  obtained  by 
the  tenant  for  life  in  the  name  of  a  child  in  lieu  of  one  of 


(g)  Thus  in  the  report;  bnt  the 
seiuie  seemB  to  require  the  rejection  of 
ike  word  not, 

(k)  So  in  tiie  report. 

(i)  Taster  v.  Marriott,  AmbL  668. 
Ketch  V.  Sandford}  (known  also  as  the 
Rmnford  Market  case,)  SeL  Ca.  in  Ch. 
61 ;  S.  C.  2  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  741.  pi.  7 ; 
cited,  Ambl.  719;  SMeriy.  196.  Anon. 
6  Mod.  57,  case  68.  Edwards  v. 
Lewis,  8  Atk.  588.  Rawe  v.  Chiches- 
ter, AmbL  715  ;  S.  C.  1  Bro.  C.  C. 
by  Belt,  1 98,  n.;  S.  C,  nom.  Bromfield 
V,  Chichester,  or  Raw  v,  Duthelly,  2 
Dick.  480.    Owen  v,  Williams,  Ambl. 


784.  £ga«  V.  Dolphin,  2  BaU  A:  Beat 
290.  Bowles  v.  Stewart,  1  8cho.  & 
Lef.  209.  James  v.  Dean,  11  Yes. 
883  ;  S.  C.  15  Yes.  236.  Brookman  v. 
Hales,  2  Yes.  &,  B.  45.  Haxdman  v. 
Johnson,  3  Meriv.  347.  Randall  v. 
Rnssell,  3  Meriy.  190.  Giddings  v. 
Giddings,  3  Ross.  241.  Waters  v. 
BaUey,  2  Yo.  &  CoL  Y.  C.219.  Buck- 
ley  V,  Laaanae,  Lloyd  &,  Goo.  387, 
temp.  Plunk. 

(h)  Piekeiingv. Yowles,  1  Bro. CO. 
197.  Colegraye  «.  Manby,  6  Madd. 
72,85-6;  S.  C.  2  Russ.  238. 
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the  existing  cestuis  que  vie  shall  be  held  upon  the  trusts  of 
the  settlement  (/). 

A  husband  renewing^  or  taking  a  grant  of  a  reversionary 
term^  in  right  of  his  wife^  tenant  for  life^  is  subject  to  the 
same  equity  {m). 

So,  on  the  other  hand^  if  a  legatee  of  a  reversionary  interest 
in  leaseholds^  with  the  privity  of  tenant  for  life^  renew  the 
lease  in  his  own  name^  he  will  be  deemed  a  trustee  during 
the  life  of  such  tenant  for  life ;  and  if  he  covenant  to  repair 
the  premises^  such  covenant  will  be  considered  to  have  been 
entered  into  on  the  behalf  of  the  tenant  for  life^  as  well  as  his 
own^  and  he  will  be  entitled  to  be  indemnified  out  of  the 
assets  of  the  tenant  for  life  for  dilapidation  occasioned  by  the 
neglect  of  the  latter  to  repair  (n). 

And  where  a  testator  charged  an  annuity^  given  by  his  willj 
on  ''his  leasehold  interest  during  his  interest  in  the  said 
leasehold^  each  and  every  year  during  the  term  of  the  said 
leasCj'^  the  annuity  was  held  to  be  a  charge  on  a  renewal  of 
the  term  obtained  by  the  devisee  for  life  (o). 

The  quantily  of  the  interest  vested  in  the  testator  under  the 
lease  at  the  time  of  his  decease  cannot  alter  the  nature  of  the 
equity  arising  upon  the  tenant  for  lifers  renewal;  for  though  it 
be  but  a  year^  or  a  quarter  or  less  portion  of  a  year;  nay^  though 
the  original  term  may  have  expired  in  the  testator's  Mfetime^ 
if  he  still  continue  to  hold  as  tenant  from  year  to  year^  the 
renewed  term  will  follow  the  limitations  of  the  old  term  (p); 
but  the  equity  does  not  extend  to  cases  in  which  the  testator 
was  merely  tenant  at  sufferance^  or  at  vn]i{g),  such  tenancies 
determining  by  the  death  of  either  landlord  or  tenant  {r). 

The  circumstance  of  the  tenant  for  life  surviving  the  settled 

(0  Tanner  v.  Elworthy ;  Elworthy  &  Beat  548.  And  see  Webb  v.Liigar, 

V.  Tanner,  4  Beav.  487.  2  Yo.  &  CoL  247  ;  and  Moody  v,  Mat- 

(m)  Parker  v.  Brooke^  9  Vee.  588.  thews,  7  Ves.  174. 

See  also  Stokes  v.  Clarke,  Golles,  P.G.  (p)  James  v,  Dean^  11  Ves.  383 ; 

192.  S.  a  15  Ves.  236. 

(n)  Marsh  v.  WeUs,  2  Sim.  &  Sto.  {q)  n>id. 

87.  (r)  Ibid.     CroekeoreU   v,    Owerell, 

(o)  Winslow  V.   Tighe,  2  BaU  &  Holt,  417. 
Beat  195.    Stubbs  v.  Wroth,  2  BaU 
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term  {»),  or  of  tlie  new  term  being  revermonary  {t),  is  also 
immaterial. 

The  case  of  Owen  v,  Williams  {u)  furnishes  a  remarkable 
instance  of  the  extent  to  which  equity  will  go  to  secure  the 
interests  of  all  parties  claiming  under  a  devise  or  settlement 
of  a  leasehold.  There^  the  tenant  for  life  under  the  will  of 
Kyflin  Williams  made  application  for  a  renewal^  but,  being 
satisfied  that  she  had  no  chance  of  success,  in  consequence 
of  an  opposing  application  by  Lord  Grosvenor,  accepted  from 
him  a  sum  of  3000/.  to  forego  her  pretensions ;  and  it  was 
held  to  be  dear  that  the  money  must  be  applied  to  the  same 
uses  as  were  specified  in  K.  Williams's  will:  as  she  could  not 
renew,  the  court  would  not  suffer  her  to  sell. 

But  where  (^)  a  testator,  being  seised  in  fee  of  a  moiety  of 
an  estate,  and  in  possession  of  the  other  moiety  as  tenant 
from  year  to  year  to  St.  John's  College,  Oxford,  the  original 
lease  under  which  he  had  held  the  same,  at  a  certain  reserved 
rent,  having  expired,  devised  the  whole  of  the  estate  to  his 
wife  for  life,  with  remainders  over ;  and  after  his  death  she 
procured  a  new  lease  of  the  moiety  for  fourteen  years,  at  a 
rent  of  40/.,  in  consideration  of  a  premium  of  400/.  paid  to 
the  college ;  and  afterwards  purchased  the  reversion  in  fee  of 
that  moiety  of  a  Mr.  Hull,  to  whom  it  had  been  conv^ed  in 
exchange  by  the  college ;  although  it  was  determined,  that 
the  renewed  term  of  fourteen  years  was  subject  to  the  various 
trusts  of  the  will,  yet,  as  the  situation  of  the  parties  was 
altered  by  the  act  of  the  landlord  without  any  intervention 
of  the  tenant  for  life,  the  college  having  aliened  to  a  stranger; 
and  as  the  benefit  attending  the  benefit  of  the  tenant-right 
of  renewal  with  the  college  was  gone,  and  no  right  or  interest 
of  the  remainder-man  had  been  acquired  or  defeated  by  her 
purchase,  and  the  remainder-man  stood  wholly  unconnected 
with  HuU's  reversionary  interest,  there  was  no  ground  for 

(«)  Rawe  V.  Chichester,  sup.  James  S.  C.  1  Bro.  C.  C.  199,  n.  f,  5th  edit 

V.  Dean,  sap.  by  Belt. 

(i)  Taster  v.  Mazriott,  AmbL  668.  {x)  RandaU  v.  RoawQ,  3   Mem. 

Parker  v.  Brooke,  9  Yes.  583.  190.    Hardman  v,  Johnson,  3 

(u)  Owen  V,  Williams,  Ambl.  734;  347. 
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converting  her  into  a  trustee  for  them.  The  court,  however, 
intimated,  that  if  the  widow  had  purchased  from  the  college, 
it  might  be  said  that  she  thereby  intercepted  and  cut  off  the 
chance  of  future  renewals,  and,  consequently,  made  use  of 
her  situation  to  prejudice  the  interests  of  those  who  stood 
behind  her ;  and  that  there  might  be  some  sort  of  equity  in 
their  claim  to  have  the  reversion  considered  as  a  substitution 
for  those  interests.  But  the  court  was  not  aware  of  any 
decision  to  that  effect. 

A  testator  may,  indeed,  give  a  devisee  for  life  a  right  of 
renewal  for  his  own  individual  benefit ;  but,  to  confer  such 
an  interest,  the  intention  must  be  very  clearly  expressed  (y). 
In  the  case  cited,  the  testator  gave  and  devised  several  leases 
and  premises  to  his  wife,  for  and  during  so  many  years  of 
the  terms  thereby  granted  as  she  should  happen  to  live ;  and 
from  and  immediately  after  her  decease,  ''if  the  terms  granted 
in  and  by  the  said  several  leases  should  be  still  in  being '^i 
then  he  gave  the  same  over;  but  these  words,  admitted  to  be 
awkward,  were  held  insufficient  to  give  her  a  separate  right 
of  renewal;  though  in  fact  she  survived  the  term  originally 
bequeathed  by  the  will(r).  The  words  "and  all  my  estate 
and  interest  therein  "  are  equally  inefficacious,  notwithstand* 
ing  the  tenant  for  life  survive  the  term  vested  in  the  testator 
at  his  death  (a). 

A  quasi  tenant  in  taQ  of  a  lease  for  lives,  being  considered 
the  absolute  owner,  is  not  bound  by  the  same  equities  as  a 
tenant  for  life ;  and,  therefore,  if  he  surrender  a  lease  for 
lives,  devised  to  him  and  the  heirs  of  his  body,  and  take  a 
new  one,  he  will  hold  the  new  lease  discharged  of  the  limita^ 
tions  declared  by  the  will  in  favor  of  remainder-men,  though 
he  afterwards  die  without  issue  [b);  and  his  devisee  is  equally 
exempt  (c). 

A  purchaser  or  mortgagee  with  notice  of  the  trust  stands 

(y)  Rawe  v.  Chichestw,  sup.  347.  Ba&daU  v.  Rasell,  3  Meriy.  190. 

(2)  Ibid.  Parker  v.  Brooke,  9  Vefl.  (&)  Blake  v.  Blake,  1  Cox,  266. 

583.  (c)  Ibid, 
(a)  Hardman  v,  Johnson,  3  Meriy. 
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in  the  same  position  as  the  trustee.  Thus^  where  an  execn* 
tor  in  trust  for  an  infant  residuary  legatee  surrendered  the 
remaining  portion  of  a  lease  belonging  to  his  testator^  and, 
without  payment  of  any  fine  or  other  consideration,  took  a 
new  lease  in  his  own  name  for  the  same  term  as  was  unex- 
pired of  the  old  lease,  and,  having  mortgaged  it,  assigned  the 
equity  of  redemption  to  a  trustee  to  sell  for  payment  of  his 
own  debts,  and  the  trustee  sold  it  to  a  purchaser  with  notice, 
the  court  decreed  the  sale  to  be  set  aside,  and  the  injGmt 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  new  lease  (d). 

Where  a  prebendary  granted  a  lease  of  his  prebend  to  one, 
who  by  writing  declared  a  trust  of  it  in  fayor  of  the  lessor, 
and  the  lessor  afterwards,  on  the  surrender  of  this  lease, 
granted  a  new  one  to  another  party,  without  any  dedaration 
of  trust,  it  was  held  that  the  second  lessee  was  entitled  for 
his  own  benefit,  and  that  there  was  no  resulting  trust  in  fivirar 
of  the  lessor,  or  his  representatives  (e). 


Section  IV. — ^As  to  the  obligation  of  tenant  for  life 

TO  renew. 

In  this  place  we  may  notice  that,  unless  the  nature  of  the 
estate  (/),  or  a  settlement,  or  will,  expressly,  or  by  necessary 
implication,  require  a  renewal,  a  tenant  for  life  of  the  legal 
estate  in  leaseholds,  where  there  are  limitations  over,  is  not 
compellable  to  obtain  a  renewal  for  the  benefit  of  remainder- 
men (g) ;  and  there  is  no  difference  whether  the  leaseholds 
be  held  for  years  absolutely,  or  for  lives,  or  for  years  deter- 


((2)  Walley  v.  WaQey,  1  Vem.  484; 
S.  G.  1  Eq.  Ca.  Ab.  332.  pL  7.  Parker 
V.  Brooke,  9  Yes.  583.  Buckley  «. 
Tiftnmir.e,  Lloyd  Sl  Goo.  327,  temp. 
Plunk.  Webb  v.  Lugar,  2  Yo.  &,  CoL 
Exch.  247. 

(«)  Pilkington  r.  Bayley,  7  Bro. 
P.  C.  526 ;  S.  C.  TomL  Ed.  voL  7,  p. 
883;  S.  C.  MS.  Jour,  tub  atmo  1777-8. 
p.  112. 


(/)  Nightmgale  v.  Lawwn,  1  BnK 
G.  G.  443. 

(ff)  Ibid.  Vemeyv.yeniej,  1  Vea. 
428  ;  S.  C.  AmbL  88.  Stone  v.  Hieed, 
2  Bro.  G.  G.  247-8.  Wbite  v.  White, 
4  Yea  24.  33 ;  S.  G.  5  Yes.  554  ;  9 
Yes.  554.  557.  561.  James  v.  Dean, 
15  Yes.  242.  Capel  r.  Wood,  4  Rina 
500.  OTemdl  v.  OTeRan,  Uoyd 
Sl  Goo.  79,  temp.  Phmk. 


Ch.  VII.  8.  IV.] 


renewal: — TENANT  POE  LIFE. 


771 


minable  on  lives  (A) ;  though  the  claim  of  the  tenant  for  life  to 
exemption  is  particularly  strong  where  the  leasehold  is  held 
on  lives^  and  he  himself  is  one  of  the  cestuis  que  vie  (t).  But 
it  is  apprehended  that  the  tenant  for  life  would  he  obliged  to 
surrender  his  estate,  provided  he  could  do  so  without  preju^ 
dice  to  his  own  interest,  in  order  to  enable  the  remainder-man 
to  obtain  a  renewal  {k). 

In  case  the  tenant  for  life  takes  the  equitable,  instead  of 
the  legal,  estate,  the  point  may  possibly  admit  of  doubt  (/). 

Where,  from  the  nature  of  the  gift,  or  the  directions  of  the 
will  or  settlement,  the  lease  is  to  be  kept  alive,  the  tenant 
for  life  is  compellable  to  do  all  acts  for  procuring  the  neces- 
sary renewals  (m).  And  in  the  early  case  of  Lock  t;.  Lock  (n), 
the  court  availed  itself  of  slight  words  indicating  such  an 
intention.  There,  the  testator  bequeathed  a  term  of  twenty* 
pne  years,  held  of  a  college,  to  his  wife  for  life,  and  after  her 
decease  to  his  son  James,  she  paying  10/.  per  annum  to  James 
during  her  life,  and  not  to  alien  without  the  son^s  consent ; 
and  it  was  held,  that  these  terms  were  au  implication  that 
the  widow  should  renew  and  keep  the  term  on  foot ;  and, 
there  being  but  seven  years  of  twenty-one  to  come,  she  was 
decreed  to  renew,  and  the  Master  to  settle  the  proportion. 

In  Trench  v.  St.  George  (o),  the  testator,  after  directing 
his  debts  to  be  paid,  and  charging  the  payment  upon  all  his 
property  real  and  personal,  gave  to  certain  trustees  all  his 
estate,  real  and  personal,  upon  trust  to  permit  his  wife  to 
receive,  out  of  the  rents,  issues,  and  profits,  of  his  lands, 
]  00/.  a  year  for  life,  and  after  payment  of  his  debts,  funeral 


(A)  White  V.  Wliite,  sup.  p.  770. 

(t)  See  the  eases  in  note  (g),  p.  770 ; 
and  also  Graham  v.  Lord  Londonderry, 
dted,  2  Bro.  C.  C.  246;  and  also 4  Vee. 
27,  n.  (22),  2nd  edit 

(k)  4  Ves.  28.  n.  (22),  2nd  edit 

(l)  Vemey  v.  Vemey,  1  Vee.  428; 
S.  C.  Ambl.  88.  Capel  v.  Wood,  4 
Rom.  500.  White  v.  White,  sup.  It 
IB  obeervable  that  Ambler,  in  his  report 
of  Vemey  v.  Vemey,  makes  no  men- 
tion of  this  doubt;  but,  on  the  con- 


trary, represents  Lord  Hardwicke  to 
have  said,  that  where  the  cestui  que 
trust  is  one  of  the  lires  named  in  the 
lease,  the  court  would  not  compel  the 
trustees  to  surrei^det  that  lease,  in  order 
for  a  renewal  at  the  expense  of  the 
cestui  que  truqt  for  life.  But  see  Reeves 
r.  Creswick,  3  Yo.  &  Ckl  Exch.  715. 

(m)  White  v.  White,  9  Ves.  561. 

(»)  Lock  r.  Lock,  2  Vem.  666. 

(o)  Trench  v,  St  George,  1  Dm.  4t 
Wal.  417. 
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expenses/ and  legacies,  he  gave  the  residae  of  his  real  and 
personal  estate  to  the  tmstees,  in  trust  for  his  son  Philip 
(who  died  in  the  testator's  lifetime)  and  his  heirs  for  ever, 
subject  to  a  provision  of  8000/.  for  yonnger  children,  in  case  he 
should  have  more  than  one  at  the  time  of  his  decease;  and, 
after  making  provisions  for  his  children  upon  contingencies 
which  did  not  happen,  he  declared  that  in  case  (as  the  event 
happened)  he  should  have  no  other  children  living  at  the  time 
of  his  death  except  his  daughter  Melesina,  then  he  gave  the 
residue  of  his  real  and  personal  estate  to  his  trustees,  in  trust 
for  the  sole  use  of  Melesina  for  life,  and  after  her  decease  to 
the  use  of  the  first  son  of  her  body,  and  her  heirs  for  ever, 
subject  to  such  provisions,  not  exceeding  8000/.,  as  she  should 
by  deed  or  wiU  make  for  her  younger  children;  and  in 
failure  of  such  issue  male  of  the  said  son  of  Melesina,  then 
to  the  second,  third,  fourth,  &c.,  with  remainder,  to  the 
daughters  of  Melesina;  and  after  giving  directions  respecting 
the  maintenance  and  education  of  his  children,  he  gave  the 
residue  of  his  real  and  personal  estate  to  the  survivor  of  his 
children ;  and  it  was  held,  that  the  first  son  of  Melesina  was 
not  bound  to  contribute  to  the  payment  of  fines  for  renewals 
effected  in  her  lifetime. 

But  in  a  recent  case  (/)),  where  certain  freeholds  and  renew- 
able leaseholds  were  given  by  will  to  trustees,  to  hold  to  the 
use  of  A.  for  ninety-nine  years,  with  remainder  to  the  use  of 
B.  for  life,  with  remainder  to  his  first  and  other  sons  in  tail 
male,  with  remainder  to  his  daughters  in  tail,  with  divers 
remainders  over,  with  a  power  to  tenant  for  life  in  possession 
to  charge  the  estates  with  jointure,  and  with  a  power  also  to 
the  trustees,  at  the  request  of  B«,  to  sell  the  renewable  lease- 
holds, and  to  lay  out  the  money  arising  firom  such  sale  in  the 
purchase  of  fireehold  lands  in  the  coimty  of  Longford,  to  be 
settled  to  the  same  uses,  and  B.  was  appointed  sole  executor, 
it  was  held,  that  there  was  nothing  to  show  an  intention  to 
give  to  the  remainder-man  more  than  the  residue  unexpired 

( j>)  O'Femll  V.  O'Fenal),  Uoyd  &  Goo.  79,  temp.  Plonk. 
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at  the  death  of  the  tenant  for  life^  who  might  either  renew 
or  let  the  term  expire. 

So,  in  Capel  v.  Wood  {q),  where  a  testator  gave  to  Mary 
•Wood,  for  life,  certain  premises  held  under  the  dean  and 
chapter  of  Westminster,  suhject  to  the  payment  of  all  fines 
and  rents  as  they  became  due  yearly  and  for  every  year,  and 
after  her  decease  to  trustees,  in  trust  to  manage  and  do  the 
best  for  the  interests  and  improvements  thereof  as  their  judg- 
ment should  direct ;  to  receive  the  rents,  and  thereout  during 
the  time  of  their  trust  to  pay  all  fines,  rents  due,  and  other 
demands,  until  W.  C.  should  attain  twenty-one,  when  the 
premises  were  to  be  assigned  to  him  and  his  heirs,  it  was 
held  that  the  tenant  for  life  was  not  bound  to  renew ;  Lord 
Qifford  declaring  that  more  than  an  inference  should  appear 
on  the  face  of.  the  wiU  to  induce  the  court  to  impose  such  an 
obligation  on  the  tenant  for  life.  And  the  decision  was 
afiSrmed  by  Lord  Lyndhurst  on  appeal. 

The  court  will  direct  an  account  to  be  taken  of  the  renewals, 
and  at  whose  expense  they  have  been,  in  order  to  regulate  the 
proportions  to  be  paid  by  the  tenant  for  life  and  remainder- 
man (r).  But  this  part  of  the  subject  will  be  more  fully 
examined  hereafter. 

If  a  tenant  for  life  in  a  settlement  of  a  leasehold  estate  for 
lives  covenant  with  the  trustees,  that,  as  oft;en  as  any  of  the 
cestuis  que  vie  shall  die,  he  will  endeavour  to  renew  by  pur- 
chasing of  the  lord  of  the  fee  new  lives  or  a  new  life  in  the 
room  of  such  lives  or  life  as  shall  die,  his  covenant  is  performed 
by  procuring  his  own  life  to  be  inserted  in  lieu  of  that  of  a 
deceased  cestui  que  vie,  although  by  nominating  himself  he 
leave  the  estate  at  his  death  in  the  same  situation  as  if  he 
had  not  renewed  at  all  («). 

(9)  Capel  V.  Wood,  4  Riifls.  500.  («)  Scndamore  v,  Stratton,  1  Bos.  & 

(r)  Pickering  v.  Vowlea,  I  Bro.  C.  C.  PuL  455.     But  see  White  v.  White,  9 

179.    NightiDgale  v.  Lawson,  1  Bro.  Yes.  554,  in  eqwitjf;  and  post,  p.  775 . 

C.  C.  440. 
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Section  V. — ^As  to  fines  fob  rene^als^  and  contribution. 

Questions  frequently  arise  among  persons  having  different 
interests  in  a  lease,  as  to  their  liability  to  contribute  to  the 
fines  and  expenses  of  renewal.  We  may  consider  the  subject, 
first,  as  to  parties  claiming  under  the  deed  or  will  originally 
settling  the  property;  and^  secondly,  as  to  parties  daiming 
derivatively,  as  underlessees. 

First,  as  to  parties  claiming  under  the  deed  or  wilL 

The  cases  relating  to  contribution  between  tenant  for  life 
and  remainder-man  appear  on  the  whole  to  Warrant  the 
following  conclusions: — 

If  the  will  or  other  instrument  do  not  exptessly,  or  by 
necessary  implication,  require  a  renewal,  the  tenant  for  life 
of  the  legal  estate  is  neither  bound  to  reneiir^  nor  td  eontri^ 
bute  to  the  expenses  of  renewal  (^);  though  it  is  apprehended 
that  he  would  be  compelled  to  do  all  neccissiUy  acts  for  en-* 
abling  the  remainder-man  to  obtain  a  renewal  at  his  own 
costs,  provided  the  estate  of  the  tenant  for  life  would  receive 
no  prejudice  from  the  transaction  (tt). 

If  the  tenant  for  life  have  only  an  equitable  estate,  the  point 
may  admit  of  doubt  {ai). 

If  renewals  be  directed  to  be  made,  and  no  fund  be  pro- 
vided for  defraying  the  fines  and  expenses,  and  the  estate  be 
held  for  the  lives  of  strangers  to  the  tenant  for  life,  and  neither 
the  tenant  for  life,  nor  the  remainder-man,  can  pay  for  re- 
newal, the  court  will  order  the  rei^uisite  sum  to  be  raised  by 
sale  or  mortgage  of  a  competent  part  of  the  estate  itself;  and 
should  a  mortgage  be  made,  the  tenant  for  life  would  be 
bound  to  keep  down  the  interest  of  the  sum  borrowed,  and 
give  security  for  payment  also  of  such  part  of  the  capital  as 
may  be  deemed  equivalent  to  the  benefit  he  may  derive  under 
the  transaction  (y); 

(t)  See  thiB  ca8eb  cited  ante,  p.  770,  (x)  See  ante,  p.  771,  n.  (Q. 

hote  (g).  (m)  White  v.  Wliiie,4  Ve^  24;  &  C. 

(tt)  See  4  Yes.  27,  n.  5  Yes.  554 ;  S.  C,  on  appeal,  9  Yea.  24. 
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Under  the  same  circumstances  of  renewals  being  directed, 
but  no  fund  provided  for  defraying  the  fines  and  expenses,  if 
the  tenant  for  life  be  one  of  the  cestuis  que  vie,  and  also 
owner  of  the  legal  estate,  he  is  neither  bound  to  renew  in 
future,  nor  to  contribute  to  the  expenses  of  future  renewal : 
the  remainder-man,  if  he  think  proper  to  take  the  benefit, 
must  bear  the  entire  charge  {z).  It  is  apprehended,  however, 
^that  the  tenant  for  life  must  do  all  necessary  acts  for  enabling 
the  remainder-man  to  renew  (a),  provided  he  (the  tenant  for 
life)  can  do  so  without  prejudice  to  his  estate. 

But,  supposing  an  intention  can  be  implied  from  the  terms 
of  the  will,  or  nature  or  formation  of  the  gift,  that  the  tenant 
for  life  is  to  be  obliged  to  renew,  he  is  not  at  liberty  to  put 
himself,  as  to  contribution,  in  a  different  situation  by  making 
himself  one  of  the  cestuis  que  vie,  from  that  in  which  he  would 
be  if  any  other  life  were  in  the  lease,  unless  upon  the  whole 
will,  or  other  instrument,  it  appear  that  it  was  intended  that 
he  should  be  at  liberty  to  do  so  {b). 

If  the  tenant  for  life,  being  one  of  the  cestuis  que  vie,  have 
only  an  equitable  interest,  his  liability  may  possibly  admit  of 
doubt  (c). 

If,  under  the  same  circumstances  of  renewals  being  directed, 
without  the  provision  of  a  fund  to  answer  the  charge,  the 
tenant  for  life,  whether  one  of  the  cestuis  que  vie  or  not, 
renew,  and  advance  money  for  the  purpose,  he  will  be- 
come an  incumbrancer  on  the  estate,  and  his  representa- 
tives will  be  entitled  to  so  much  as  shall  be  calculated  to 
be  the  value  of  the  renewed  estate  left  at  his  decease,  with 
compound  interest  at  4  per  cent,  per  annum  on  that  sum 
from  the  time  of  its  being  advanced  {d).    And  the  same 


Playten  v.  Abbott,  2  Myl.  &  Keen,  97. 
The  Earl  of  Shaftesbory  v.  The  Duke 
of  Brlarlboroiigh,  2  Myl.  &,  Keen,  111. 
Reeyee  v.  Creswick,  3  Yo.  Sl  Col.  Exch. 
715. 

(«)  White  V.  White,  4  Vos.  33.  9 
¥68.562. 

(o)  4  Ves.  27,  n. 

(6)  White  v.White,9  Yes.  561.   Sec 


Scudamore  v,  StrattoD,  1  Bos.  &,  Pul* 
455,  at  law. 

(c)  Veniey  w.  Yerney,  1  Yes.  428; 
S.  C.  Ambl.  88.  White  v.  White,  4 
Yes.  33;  and  ante,  p.  770,  n.  (g). 

(d)  Nightingale  v.  Lawson,  1  Bro. 
C.  C.  440.  Adderley  v.  Oayerijig,  2 
Bro.  C.  C.  658;  S.  C.  2  Cox,  192. 
White  V.  White,  9  Yes.  558-9.  561. 
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rule  prevails  though  the  settlement  contain  no  directions  for 
a  renewal  (e). 

If,  under  the  same  circumstances,  the  remainder«nian  ad* 
Tance  the  money,  the  tenant  for  life  not  being  one  of  the 
cestuis  que  vie,  the  converse  of  the  rule  applies  {fy, 

If  a  will  or  settlement  indicate  an  intention  that  renewals 
should  be  effected,  and  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  fines 
and  expenses  out  of  the  rents  and  profits,  or  by  mortgage  or 
sale  of  the  settled  estate^  the  manner  of  raising  the  fines,  and 
the  contribution  of  the  tenant  for  life,  must  be  determined  by 
the  intention  to  be  collected  from  the  whole  instrument  {g). 

In  a  late  case  (A),  a  testator  devised  certain  freehold  and 
copyhold  hereditaments  to  trustees,  upon  trusty  out  of  the 
rents  and  profits,  or  by  mortgage,  sale,  or  other  disposition  of 
the  premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  raise  such  sums  as  should 
be  necessary  for  dischai^ng  the  fines  and  fees  of  the  trustees' 
admission  to  the  copyholds,  and  the  costs  of  keeping  the 
buildings  in  repair,  and  the  land-tax,  quit  rents,  and  other 
outgoings;  and,  subject  thereto,  upon  trust  to  pay  his  widow 
a  life  annuity,  in  lieu  of  dower,  and,  subject  thereto^  rxpoa 
trust  for  Elizabeth  Wright  for  life,  with  remainders  over;  and 
Sir  John  Leach,  M.R.,  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  testator  that  the  fines  and  fees  should  be  raised  by 
sale  or  mortgage,  and  that  Elizabeth  Wright  should  bear  no 
other  burthen  in  respect  of  such  fines  than  the  interest  of  the 
mortgage.  This  decision  is  as  applicable  to  the  case  of  fines 
for  renewals  of  lea3eholds,  as  to  the  case  of  fines  for  admission 
to  copyholds. 

But  in  a  case  (t)  which  came  before  the  same  learned  judge 
very  shortly  afterwards,  where  leasehold  property,  held  partly 
for  lives,  and  partly  for  years,  was  devised  to  trustees,  upon 
trust  to  renew  the  premises,  and,  out  of  the  rents,  issues,  and 

(e)  Lawrence  v.  Maggfl,  1  £d.  453;  Myl.  &  Keen,  ]  11.  119. 

S.  C.  cited,  1  Bro  C.  C.  198.  (h)  Playten  v.  Abbott,  sop. 

(/)  White  V.  White,  9  Yea  557-8.  (t)  The  Earl  of  Sbafteaboiy  v.  The 

(^)  Playters  v.  Abbott,  2  Myl.  &  Duke  of  Mariboroog^,  2  MyL  &  Keen, 

Keen,  97.  108.    The  Earl  of  Shaftes-  HI. 

bury  V,  The  Duke  of  Marlbon>agb«  2 
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profits^  to  pay  the  fines  and  expenses  of  renewal^  and  in  the 
next  place  upon  trust  for  the  benefit  of  certain  persons  who 
took  fireehold  and  copyhold  property  in  strict  settlement  under 
the  same  will^  it  was  held^  that  the  tenant  for  life^  and  the 
other  persons  in  remainder  who  should  successively  be  in 
possession  of  the  same  estates^  were  bound  to  sustain  all 
expenses  of  the  several  renewals  of  the  leases^  which^  during 
the  period  of  their  enjoyment  respectively^  were  made  neces- 
sary by  the  directions  of  the  will.  The  trust  as  to  the  renewals 
was  considered  to  override  all  beneficial  interest  in  the  leases; 
and  in  this  respect  the  case  was  said  to  be  distinguishable 
from  all  others  that  had  occurred. 

The  same  principle  was  acted  on  in  the  late  case  of  Green* 
wood  V.  Evans  {k), 

K  a  testator  authorise  a  sum  to  be  charged  on  the  estate 
from  time  to  time  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  renewals^ 
and  a  tenant  for  life>  on  renewing,  consistently  with  the 
testator's  intention,  constitute  himself  one  of  the  cestuis  que 
vie,  he  will  not  be  bound  again  to  renew,  on  the  falling  of 
another  life ;  though  he  will  be  compelled  to  join  in  a  mort* 
gage  of  the  estate,  to  enable  the  remainder-man  to  renew, 
and  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  sum  raised  during  his  life  (/). 

Wh^e  a  testator  seised  in  fee  of  a  farm,  and  possessed  of 
a  lease  of  the  rectorial  tithes  of  the  parish  of  A.,  in  which  the 
farm  lay,  devised  the  farm  to  his  nephews  in  tail,  and  the 
tithes  to  his  brother,  upon  condition  that  his  brother,  his 
executors,  &c.,  owners  of  the  tithes,  should  at  all  times,  after 
his  (the  testator's)  decease,  free  and  discharge  the  said  fjEum 
from  all  maimer  of  tithes  payable  out  of  the  same  to  the 
owner  of  the  said  tithes  of  A.,  and  the  brother  devised  his 
interest  in  the  lease  to  his  son,  who  obtained  several  renewals, 
and  in  1782  sold  the  existing  lease  to  A.  N.,  with  notice  of 
the  trusts  of  the  will,  it  was  held,  that  a  party  claiming  under 
A.  N.'s  will,  and  who  took  a  renewal  in  1817,  held  the 
renewed  term  upon  the  trusts  of  the  wiU,  that  he  had  no 

Qc)  Greenwood  v.  Evans,  4  Beav.  44.  (I)  White  v.  White,  sup. 
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beneficial  title  to  the  tithes^  and  that  the  owner  of  the  fiurm 
was  not  bound  to  contribute  to  the  fines  paid  for  renewal  (m). 

in  the  late  case  of  Wadley  v.  Wadle7(n)^  a  testator  devised 
his  copyhold^  held  by  him  for  four  lives,  renewable  on  pay- 
ment of  a  fine,  to  trustees,  upon  trust  for  his  wife  for  life, 
she  keeping  good  the  renewals;  and,  subject  thereto,  upon 
trusfc  to  let  the  same,  and  after  paying  the  chief  and  other 
rents,  land-tax,  and  keeping  full  the  lives,  to  pay  the  residue 
to  his  son  for  life ;  and,  after  his  decease,  upon  trust  to  sell, 
and  dispose  of  the  proceeds  of  sale  among  the  testator's 
grandchildren.  The  widow  died  insolvent,  having  omitted 
to  replace  a  life  which  dropped  in  her  bfetinie.  Seven  years 
after,  another  life  feU,  the  first  not  having  been  replaced. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  decreed,  that  two  new  lives 
should  be  named,  the  son  being  bound  to  supply  a  substitute 
for  the  second  life,  but  not  for  the  first ;  that  so  much  of  the 
expenses  of  renewal  as  would  have  been  payable,  had  one 
been  effected  by  the  widow,  and  interest  thereon  at  five  per 
cent,  calculated  to  the  decease  of  the  second  life,  and  costs, 
should  be  charged  by  way  of  mortgage  at  four  per  cent,  on  the 
corpus  of  the  devised  estate;  and  that  the  son  should  pay 
the  difference,  and  keep  down  the  interest  on  the  mortgage. 

The  old  rule,  which  required  the  tenant  for  life  to  pay  one- 
third,  and  the  remainder-man  two-thirds  of  the  amount  (o), 
has  long  been  exploded  {p).  It  was  succeeded  by  one  in 
which  the  capital  provided  was  to  be  paid  by  the  remainder- 
men, the  tenant  for  life  keeping  down  the  interest  {q) ;  but 
this  also,  being  founded  on  a  wrong  calculation,  yielded  in  its 
turn  to  the  modem  rule,  which  proceeds  on  the  principle  of 


(m)  Webb  v.  Lugar,  2  Yo.  &.  Col. 
ExdL  247. 

(n)  Wadley  v.  Wadley,  2  Col.  11. 

(o)  Rowell  V.  Walley,  1  Ch.  Rep. 
218.  Ballet  v,  Sprainger,  Prec  Ch. 
62.  CorniBli  v.  Mew,  1  Ch.  Ca.  271. 
Graham  v.  Lord  Londonderry,  cited, 
2  Bro.  C.  C.  246.  Lock  v.  Lock,  2 
Vem.  666.  n.  (3),  8rd  edit  by  Raithby. 

(p)  Vemey  v,  Vemey,  1  Ves.  428; 


Sl  C.  AmbL  88.  Nightingale  v.  Law- 
son,  1  Bro.  C.  C.  440-3;  1  Cos,  181. 
Stone  V.  Theed,  2  Bro.  C  C.  243-8. 
White  V.  White,  4  Yea.  32. 33;  9  YeSw 
560. 

(q)  Backeiidge  v.  Ingram,  2  Yes. 
jun.  652.  666.  Whitev.White^  4  Yea. 
33.  See  also  Lord  Penrhyn  v.  Hoghes, 
5  Yes.  107. 
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actual  benefit  and  enjoyment  derived  by  the  respective  parties 
under  the  renewal  (r) ;  and  the  position  that  the  tenant  for 
life  is  bound  to  pay  the  interest^  must  be  understood  with 
this  allowance,  that  he  is  further  bound  to  have  charged  upon 
him  a  due  proportion  of  the  benefit  he  takes  in  the  estate  by 
the  application  of  the  principal  paid  for  the  purchase  of  the 
renewed  interest  in  the  estate  (s). 

There  is  great  difiiculty,  however^  in  assessing  the  amount 
of  contribution  between  tenant  for  life  and  remainder-man, 
according  to  their  actual  enjoyment,  in  the  case  of  leaseholds 
for  life;  as,  the  time  of  renewal  being  necessarily  uncertain, 
there  are  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  proportion  to  be  borne 
by  the  tenant  for  life  until  his  death  {t).  And  as  it  would  be 
impossible,  as  Lord  Eldon  remarked  {u),  to  determine  ab  ante, 
without  the  hazard  of  determining  wrong,  the  court  would 
make  the  tenant  for  life  give  security  for  what  might  event-* 
ually  become  due.  And  there  is  no  difference  between  a 
renewable  term  for  years^  and  a  lease  for  lives  renewable  {r); 
though,  in  the  case  of  leaseholds  for  years,  when  the  period 
of  renewal  is  certain,  the  trustees  may  retain  an  annual  sum 
out  of  the  rents  and  profits,  from  the  tenant  for  life,  so  as  to 
insure  a  due  contribution  on  his  part  towards  the  expense  of 
renewal  (if)  i 

Life  insurances  present  a  ready  mode  of  obtaining  a  fund 
for  renewal  of  leases  held  on  lives,  or  for  years  determinable 
on  lives*  And  in  a  case  before  cited  (a),  the  Master,  by  his 
repoift,  approved  of  a  proposal  to  insure  each  of  the  lives  upon 
which  the  leases  were  held  against  the  life  of  the  Duke  of  Marl-> 


(r)  stone  v.  Theed,  2  Bro.  C.  C. 
448.  Wliite  v.  White,  sup.,  and  on 
appeal,  9  Ves.  554.  Allan  v.  Back- 
house, 2  Ves.  &  B.65.  79;  S.C.  Jacob, 
631.  Lord  Montfort  v.  Lord  Cadogan, 
17  Ves.  485.  Greenwood  v.  Evans^  4 
Beay.  44. 

(«)  Per  Lord  Eldon,  in  White  v, 
White,  on  appeal,  9  Ves.  560. 

(0  The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  v.  The 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  2  Myl.  &  Keen, 
111*    121*     Greenwood  v:  Etans,  4 


Bear.  44. 

(u)  9  Ves.  556.  The  Earl  of  Shaftes- 
bury V,  The  Duke  of  Marlborough,  2 
Myl.  &  Keen,  122. 

(x)  9  Ves.  559. 

(z)  The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  v.  The 
jbuke  of  Marlborough,  2  Myl.  Sl  Keen, 
121. 

(a)  The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  v.  The 
Duke  of  Marlborongh,  2  MyL  &  Keen^ 
HI.  124.  And  see  Greenwood  v« 
Eyaiis,  4  Beav.  44. 
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borough,  for  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide  for  future  renewals 
of  the  respective  leases  in  case  of  any  of  the  lives  dropping 
during  the  life  of  the  duke ;  the  annual  premiums  upon  the 
policies  to  be  paid  by  the  receiver  out  of  the  rents  and  profits 
of  the  leasehold  estate. 

In  a  still  later  case  (6),  certain  freehold  and  copyhold  pro* 
perty,  held  on  two  leases  for  lives,  was  devised  to  trustees,  in 
trust  for  £.  I.  C.  for  life,  with  remainder  to  her  children  abso- 
lutely. Upon  the  testatrix's  decease  there  remained  only  one 
cestui  que  vie  surviving  in  each  lease,  and  as  no  funds  were  pro* 
vided  by  the  will  for  the  renewal,  the  only  means  of  meeting 
the  expenses  were  to  raise  the  amount  on  mortgage  of  the 
renewed  leases  themselves.  This  course  of  proceeding  was 
sanctioned  by  the  court,  and  the  following  arrangement 
directed  to  be  carried  into  effect : — ^The  period  of  enjoyment 
by  the  tenant  for  life  under  each  of  the  old  leases  bdng  the 
joint  duration  of  her  own  life  and  that  of  the  then  surviving 
cestui  que  vie,  and  the  period  of  her  enjoyment  under  each 
corresponding  renewed  lease  being,  in  like  manner,  the  joint 
duration  of  her  life  and  those  of  the  new  cestuis  que  vie,  or 
the  longest  liver  of  them,  the  difference  between  the  values 
of  the  estates  for  these  two  periods  gave  the  benefit  derived 
by  the  tenant  for  life  from  the  renewals  in  question.  The 
residue  of  the  increased  value  necessarily  expressed  the 
benefit  derived  from  the  renewals  by  Mrs.  C.'s  children.  The 
fines  and  expenses  of  renewal  being  divided  in  these  propor- 
tions, the  total  amount  which  fell  to  the  share  of  the  tenant 
for  life  was  directed  to  be  insured  upon  her  life,  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  upon  her  decease  for  the  payment  of  a 
corresponding  part  of  the  principal  of  the  mortgage  debt  to 
be  raised.  The  policy  of  assurance  was  assigned  to  the  mort* 
gagee,  and  directions  were  given  for  payment  of  the  premiums 
on  the  policy,  and  for  keeping  down  the  interest  on  the  entire 
mortgage  debt  out  of  the  annual  rents  and  pi'ofits  of  the 
estates. 

If  a  tenant  for  life,  upon  whom  a  testator  has  imposed  the 

(6)  Reeves  v.  Creswick,  3  Yo.  &  CoL  Exch.  715. 
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obligation  of  renewing^  out  of  the  rents  and  profits,  at  the 
customary  times,  have  omitted  to  do  so,  his  assets  are  liable  to 
contribute  after  his  death,  not  only  such  sums  as  would  have 
been  requisite  had  he  performed  his  duty,  but  such  additional 
sums  also,  in  the  shape  of  increase  of  fines,  &c.,  as  may  have 
been  occasioned  by  his  default.  In  other  words,  the  remain- 
der-man has  a  right  to  call  on  the  assets  of  the  tenant  for  life 
to  put  him  in  the  situation  he  would  have  been  in  if  the  pro** 
visions  of  the  deed  or  will  had  been  duly  carried  into  effect  (c). 
But  if  the  remainder-man,  under  these  circumstances,  renew 
at  an  exorbitant  fine,  the  court  will  not  make  the  amount  of 
that  fine  the  basis  of  its  calculation  of  the  sum  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  assets  of  the  tenant  for  life  {d).  In  the  case  in  question, 
a  reference  was  directed  to  the  Master,  to  ascertain  what 
would  have  been  a  reasonable  sum  to  have  been  paid  by  the 
tenant  for  life  at  the  time  at  which  he  ought  to  have  renewed; 
and  the  consideration  of  interest  and  costs  was  reserved. 

If  a  renewal  by  the  tenant  for  life  directed  to  renew  out 
of  the  rents  become  impossible  by  circumstances  over  which 
he  has  no  control,  the  remainder-man  has  no  right  to  the 
rents  which  would  otherwise  have  been  applied  to  keep  the 
estate  alive«  TUs  happened  in  a  case  where  lands  held 
under  a  crown  lease  were  settled,  in  trust  to  pay  certain 
annuities,  and  the  surplus  rents  to  T.  for  life,  a  fund  for  re- 
newals being  directed  to  be  reserved  out  of  the  rents :  a 
renewal  from  the  crown  becoming  impracticable,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  act  of  Parliament,  it  was  held  that,  as  no  renewal 
could  be  obtained,  no  accumulation  of  the  rents  for  fines 
could  take  place ;  and  that  the  annuities  should  be  paid,  and 
the  surplus  rents  to  T.  for  life,  for  so  much  of  the  lease  as 
remained  (e). 

(0)  Lord  Montfort  v.  Lord  Cadogan,  {d)  Colegrave  v.  Manby,  sup. 

17  Veis.  485;  S.  C.  19  Yes.  635.  640;  (e)  Kichardaon  v.  Moore,  M.  R.,  I 

and  2  Merir.  3,  on  appeal    Colegrave  May,  1817,  cited,  6  Madd.  82.    Tardiff 

V.  Manby,  6  Madd.  72;  S.  C.  2  Rass.  v.  Robinson,  L.  C,  Jannaiy,  1819, 

238.    Bennett  v.  CoUey,  5  Sim.  181;  cited,  6  Madd.  82,  and  n.  (2).    Bat  see 

8.  C,  affirmed  on  appeal,  2  Myl.  &,  ColegraTe  t>.  Manby,  6  Madd.72;  S.C., 

Keen,  225 ;  S.  C.  Cooper's  Sel.  Ca.  affinned  on  appeal,  2  Ross.  238. 
t«mp.  Brougham,  C,  248. 
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Where  the  tenant  for  life  renews  out  of  the  rents  and  profits, 
in  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  the  will  or  settlement,  he  is 
entitled  for  his  own  exdusive  benefit  to  the  fines  paid  for  the 
renewal  of  underleases  (/). 

If  one  of  two  joints-tenants  of  a  lease  pay  for  the  renewal, 
he  has  a  lien  on  the  share  of  his  co-tenant,  though  under 
settlement^  for  a  moiety  of  the  fines  and  expenses ;  for  the 
renewal  enures  to  the  uses  of  the  settlement  (^). 

In  a  former  page  {h),  we  have  seen  that  fines  paid  for  the 
renewal  of  leases  for  the  benefit  of  infants^  lunatics^  and  femes 
covert^  are  by  section  14  of  the  act  of  11  Oeo.  4.  and  1  W.  4. 
c.  65^  directed  to  be  pharges  on  the  renewed  estate. 

Secondly^  as  to  parties  claiming  derivatively  as  under- 
lessees. 

An  underlessee  of  a  renewable  leasehold  usually  protects 
himself  by  a  covenant  from  his  immediate  lessor,  that  he 
(the  lessor),  on  his  own  estate  being  renewed,  will  renew  to 
the  underlessee*  K  the  lessee  thus  covenant  to  renew  with- 
out fine  or  any  other  expense  whatsoever,  except  that  of  the 
lease  (t)^  or  covenant  to  renew  in  general  terms,  without 
alluding  to  the  fines  or  expenses  {k),  the  court  will  decree  a 
performance  of  the  covenant  in  favor  of  the  underlessee, 
without  contribution,  although  the  original  lessor  may  de- 
mand an  enormous  fine  compared  with  that  formerly  paid  on 
each  renewal,  unless  the  covenantor  will  abandon  the  property, 
imd  allow  the  underlessee  to  stand  in  his  place  (/). 

Lately,  a  lessee  of  lands  held  under  a  demise  from  the 
Archbishop  of  Armagh  underlet  part  by  indenture  for  the 
term  of  twenty  years,  and  for  such  frurther  terms  as  should 
or  might  for  ever  thereafter  be  added  thereto  by  virtue  of  the 
covenant  for  renewal  thereinafter  contained;  yielding  and 

(/)  MOleB  V.  Mines,  6  Yea  761.  (k)  Etbds  v.  WaUie,  3  Sdio.  h 

(ff)  Hamilton  v.  Denny,  1  Ball  Sl  Lef.  519.    Thomas  v.  Borne,  1  Dn. 

Beat  199.  Sl  WaL  657. 

(h)  Ante,  p.  750.  (0  Etsus  v.  Wakhe,  sop.    Re?eU 

(•)  Reyell «.  Hussey,  2  BaU  &  Beat  v,  Huseey,  sap. 
280. 
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paying  during  that  demise  and  eveiy  renewal  thereof  a  cer- 
tain rent;  and  covenanted  that  he  would  firom  time  to  time 
and  at  all  times  thereafter^  as  often  as  he  or  they  should 
obtain  a  renewal  from  the  archbishop  of  the  town-lands  of  B., 
whereof  the  premises  thereby  demised  were  part^  execute 
unto  the  underlessee  a  new  lease  of  the  thereby  demised 
premises^  for  such  term  of  years  (one  less  only  excepted)  as 
should  be  obtained  from  the  archbishop,  at  and  under  the 
yearly  rent  and  fees,  and  subject  to  the  like  clauses,  cove- 
nants, and  agreements,  therein  contained;  he  the  underlessee 
paying  a  proportion  of  whatever  fees,  fines,  rise-rent,  lease^ 
money,  and  expenses,  the  said  lessee  should  pay  to  the  arch- 
bishop for  renewal  of  his  grand  lease ;  the  said  several  and 
respective  proportions  to  be  at  such  rate  as  23  acres  (the 
quantity  contained  in  the  underlease)  bore  to  350  acres  (the 
number  contained  in  the  grand  lease);  the  said  fines,  &;c.,  so 
to  be  ascertained  and  adjusted,  to  be  paid  by  the  underlessee 
in  one  month  after  notice  given  in  writing  by  the  lessee  of 
the  amount  and  particulars  thereof;  or,  in  failure  of  payment, 
that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  lessee  to  enter  upon  the 
demised  premises,  and  distrain  for  the  same  as  for  non-pay- 
ment of  rent ;  and^  farther,  that  he  the  lessee  should  not  at 
any  time  or  times  thereafter,  under  any  pretence  or  pretext 
whatever,  neglect,  omit,  or  leave  out  the  premises  thereby 
demised,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  any  future  or  subsequent 
renewal  of  his  grand  lease  with  the  see  of  Armagh;  but 
should  from  time  to  time  continue  to  renew  the  same  with 
his  other  lands  as  theretofore;  it  being  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  that  indenture  and  of  the  parties  thereto,  that, 
upon  the  regular  payment  of  the  said  yearly  rent,  fees,  fines 
and  expenses,  and  the  due  performance  of  the  several  clauses, 
covenants,  and  conditions,  contained  therein,  the  said  under- 
lessee  should,  under  and  by  virtue  of  such  renewal  so  to  be 
had  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  have  a  durable  and  permanent 
interest  in  the  premises.  The  lessee  having  renewed  the 
grand  lease,  filed  his  bill  to  compel  the  underlessee  to  take  a 
renewal  of  the  premises  comprised  in  the  underlease,  and  to 
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pay  his  proportion  of  the  fines.  The  defendant  resisted 
performance^  on  the  ground  that  the  lessee  was  under  no 
absolute  obligation  to  procure  a  new  leaae^  and  grant  a 
renewal^  and,  therefore,  that  it  was  optional  with  him,  the 
defendant,  to  accept  of  a  renewal  or  not.  The  court,  how- 
ever, considered  it  clear,  in  point  of  construction,  that  the 
defendant  was  bound  to  take  the  renewal;  and,  in  point  of 
equity,  that  the  agreement  was  not  unreasonable  nor  against 
conscience  (m). 

Where  a  party  (the  plaintiff),  being  possessed  of  certain 
lands  for  a  term  of  years  under  a  lease  from  the  Archbishop 
of  Dublin,  demised  twenty-one  acres^  parcel  of  the  lands,  to 
another  (the  defendant)  fbr  twenty-one  years,  and  covenanted 
that  as  often  as  he  should  obtain  a  renewal  of  the  lease  under 
which  he  held  the  premises  thereby  demised,  and  the  said 
other  premises,  upon  the  defendant's  paying  all  arrears  of  his 
rent,  and  one  full  third-part  of  such  fine  as  the  plaintiff  should 
pay  for  obtaining  such  renewal  of  the  said  lease  under  which 
he  the  said  plaintiff  then  held  the  premises  thereby  demised, 
and  the  other  parts,  he  would  execute  to  the  defendant  a 
renewal  of  his  term ;  and  the  defendant  contended  that  he 
was  bound  to  ipay  his  fine  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of 
the  land  demised  to  him,  and  not  one-third  of  the  whole  fine 
paid  by  his  lessor  to  the  archbishop ;  the  court  held,  that  the 
lease  expressly  provided,  that  the  tenant  should  pay  one^third 
of  the  whole  of  the  renewal  fine ;  for  it  was  that  he  should 
contribute  one-third  of  the  fine  paid  by  the  plaintiff  to  the 
archbishop  for  those  and  other  lands  comprised  in  the  original 
lease ;  and  that  there  was  no  distinct  or  separate  fine  paid 
to  the  archbishop  for  the  lands  comprised  in  the  defendant's 
lease  (n). 

But  where  a  lessee  underlet  for  a  term  of  eighteen  years,  and 
covenanted,  at  the  end  of  that  term  granted,  to  grant  a  new 
lease  of  the  premises  for  a  further  term  which  would  expire 

(m)  Curry  v,  Stanley,  1  Hay.  &  Jo.  (n)  Lord  Frankfort  r.  TlHinie,  3 

487.  Ball  Sl  Beat.  ."^ZQ. 


Ch.  VII.  s.  v.]  KENBWAL: FINES  AND  CONTRIBUTION.  785 

at  Christmas  1834,  and  the  onderlessee  covenanted  that  he 
would  from  time  to  time  during  the  eighteen  years  pay  such 
part  of  the  fine  and  fees  which  upon  every  renewal  of  the 
original  lease  should  be  payable  by  his  lessor  in  respect  of 
the  premises  underlet,  and  the  mesne  lessor  renewed  for  a 
period  exceeding  the  new  interest  covenanted  to  be  granted 
to  the  underlessee,  it  was  held  that  the  underlessee  was  not 
boimd  to  pay  a  proportion  of  the  fine  in  respect  of  the  whole 
of  the  renewed  term  granted  to  the  mesne  lessor,  but  such 
part  of  it  only  as  was  commensurate  with  his  interest  in  the 
premises  (o). 

So,  where  a  lessee,  (A),  under  a  dean  and  chapter  for 
twenty-one  years,  renewable  every  seven,  underlet  to  another, 
(B),  and  covenanted,  within  two  months  after  the  dean  and 
chapter  should  have  renewed  the  lease  under  which  he  then 
held,  to  execute  to  B.  a  lease  for  such  further  term  as  would 
make  up  a  term  of  sixty-one  years  firom  the  29th  day  of 
September,  1778,  [of  which  term  twenty-four  years  were 
then  unexpired,]  B.  firom  time  to  time  surrendering  his  then 
subsisting  lease,  and  paying  upon  every  such  renewal  such  a 
proportion  of  the  fine  which  A.  should  have  paid  to  the  dean 
and  chapter  on  renewing  the  lease  or  leases  under  which  he 
should  hold  the  premises,  as  should  have  been  imposed  on 
account  of  any  new  buildings  erected  or  to  be  erected  by  B. 
upon  the  premises ;  it  was  held,  that  B.  was  not  bound  to 
contribute  to  the  fine  paid  on  any  renewal  subsequent  to  that 
which  first  enabled  A.  to  make  up  the  term  agreed  to  be 
granted  {p). 

In  the  case  of  Davis  v.  Hone  {q)^  a  lessee  under  a  dean  and 
chapter  lease  underlet  at  double  the  rent  payable  by  him  to 
his  lessors,  and  covenanted,  from  time  to  time,  on  obtaining 
renewals  firom  his  lessors,  to  renew  to  the  underlessee,  upon 
his  paying  800/.  as  a  fine,  and  also  double  the  yearly  rent, 

(o)  Charlton  v.  Driver,  2  Brod.  &  341;  S.  C,  on  appeal,  nom.  Hone  v. 

Bing.  346;  S.  C.  5  J.  B.  Mo.  59.  Davis,  2  Dow,  P.  C.  54fi.     And  see 

(p)  Clatton  V.  Fleming,  8  Sim.  105.  Curry  r.  Stanley,  1  Hay.  &  Jo.  487. 

(q)  Davis  v.  Hone,  2  Scho.  &  Lef.  496. 
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and  no  more^  to  be  reserved  and  made  payable  by  the  mesne 
lessor  to  the  dean  and  chapter ;  and  it  was  provided,  that  in 
case  the  sub-lessee  should,  upon  any  future  renewal  to  be 
made  by  the  dean  and  chapter,  apprehend  that  the  reserved 
rent  was  too  much  advanced,  it  should  be  at  his  option 
whether  he  would  accept  of  a  renewal  or  refuse  the  same, 
and  be  content  with  the  residue  of  his  unexpired  term;  and 
it  seems  to  have  been  conceived  that  the  option  was  intended 
to  guard  against  the  effect  of  an  increase  of  rent  if  insisted 
upon  by  the  dean  and  chapter,  independently  of  any  endeavour 
by  the  mesne  lessor  to  procure  if  he  could  a  renewal  at  an 
increased  rent  and  small  fine. 

Where  an  annuity  for  life  was  granted  by  a  feme  sole,  and 
secured  upon  tithes  held  by  her  under  a  lease  from  the 
dean  of  St.  Asaph,  and  she  afterwards  renewed  the  lease, 
married,  and  died,  and  her  husband  administered,  and  re- 
newed with  his  own  money,  it  was  held,  that  the  annuity  was 
a  charge  upon  the  renewed  term  generally;  and  that  the 
grantee  was  not  bound  to  contribute  to  the  expense  of 
renewal  (r). 

If,  in  the  case  of  a  sub-tenancy  of  a  renewable  leasehold, 
the  lessee  and  underlessee  depart  from  the  strict  terms  of 
their  contract,  for  example,  by  the  former  demanding,  and 
the  latter  paying,  a  larger  fine  than  was  originally  stipulated 
for,  and  by  an  additional  term  being  granted  to  the  latter, 
the  court  will  not  decree  a  specific  performance  on  the  strict 
letter  of  the  contract,  but  will  enforce  an  equitable  modifica- 
tion of  it,  reference  being  had  to  the  intervening  conduct  of 
the  parties  themselves  (s). 

(r)  Moody  r.  Matthews,  7  Ves.  174.  Yo.  &  Col.  Ezch.  247. 
And  see  Winalow  v.  Tighe,  2  Ball  &  («)  Davis  v.  Hone,  2  Sckio.  &  Let 

Beat.  195.    Stubbs  v.  Wroth,  2  BaU  341;  S.  C,  on  appeal,  nom.  Hone  r. 

&  Beat.  548;  and  Webb  v.  Lugar,  2  DaviB^  2  Dow  P.  C.  546. 
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Section  VI. — ^As  to  the  surrender  of  existing  interests 

AS  A  preliminary  STEP  TO  A  RENEWAL. 

Formerly,  a  renewal  could  not  be  obtained  by  a  lessee 
without  a  surrender  of  all  the  underleases  derived  out  of  the 
original  lease;  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  every 
underlessee  had  it  in  his  power  to  prevent  or  delay  a  renewal 
by  refusing  to  surrender  his  interest.  And  even  a  court  of 
equity  could  not  compel  such  surrender,  notwithstanding  an 
offer  by  the  original  lessee  to  make  a  new  lease  to  his  lessee 
for  the  term  then  to  come,  and  at  the  same  rent  (/).  But  the 
inconvenience  was  remedied  by  the  statute  of  4  Oeo.  2.  c.  E8  (t«); 
which  enacted,  ^'  that  in  case  any  lease  shall  be  duly  surren- 
dered in  order  to  be  renewed,  and  a  new  lease  made  and 
executed  by  the  chief  landlord  or  landlords,  the  same  new 
lease  shall,  without  a  surrender  of  aU  or  any  the  underleases^ 
be  as  good  and  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  all  the 
underleases  derived  thereout  had  been  likewise  surrendered 
at  or  before  the  taking  of  such  new  lease ;  and  all  and  every 
person  and  persons  in  whom  any  estate  for  life  or  Uves,  or  for 
years,  shall  &om  time  to  time  be  vested  by  virtue  of  such  new 
lease,  and  his,  her,  and  their,  executors  and  administrators, 
shaU  be  entitled  to  the  rents,  covenants,  and  duties,  and  have 
like  remedy  for  recovery  thereof,  and  the  underlessees  shall 
hold  and  enjoy  the  messuages,  lands,  and  tenements,  in  the 
respective  underleases  comprised,  as  if  the  original  leases  out 
of  which  the  respective  underleases  are  derived  had  been  still 
kept  on  foot  and  continued;  and  the  chief  landlord  and  land- 
lords shaU  have  and  be  entitled  to  such  and  the  same  remedy 
by  distress  or  entry  in  and  upon  the  messuages,  lands,  tene- 
ments, and  hereditaments,  comprised  in  any  such  underlease 
for  the  rents  and  duties  reserved  by  such  new  lease,  so  far  as 
the  same  exceed  not  the  rents  and  duties  reserved  in  the  lease 


{t)  Colchester  v.  Amott,  2  Vem.  («)  4  Geo.  2.  c.  28.  s.  6.    And  sec 

383;  S.  C.  Free.  Ch.  124.  6  &.^  Vict,  c,  108.  s.  17,  ante,  p.  278. 
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out  of  which  such  underlease  was  derived  {x),  as  they  would 
have  had  in  case  such  former  lease  had  been  still  continued^ 
or  as  they  would  have  had  in  case  the  respective  underleases 
had  been  renewed  under  such  new  principal  lease^  any  law^ 
custom^  or  usage^  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding.^^ 

Hence,  independently  of  the  late  acts  of  7  &;  8  Vict.  c.  76^ 
and  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  106  (y),  notwithstanding  the  destruction 
of  the  mesne  reversion  by  surrender,  the  mesne  lessor's  rights 
and  remedies  against  the  underlessee  remain  unaffected; 
but  this  benefit  is  confined  to  the  particular  case  of  a  sur- 
render for  the  purposes  of  renewal  {z). 

And  it  was  provided  by  a  statute  of  39  &  40  G«o.  3  (a), 
that  where  any  person  then  holding,  or  who  should  there- 
rfter  hold,  any  lease  of  any  person  having  spiritnal  or  ecde- 
siastical  promotion,  should  hold  the  same,  or  any  specific 
part  of  the  lands  or  tenements  thereby  demised,  in  trust  for 
any  other  person,  or  should  have  granted  any  under-lease  of 
any  specific  part  of  his  holding,  and  be  under  any.  engage- 
ment for  renewal  thereof,  when  his  own  lease  should  be 
renewed,  it  should  be  lawful  for  such  person  as  first  men- 
tioned, to  surrender  his  lease,  in  order  that  separate  and 
distinct  leases  might  be  granted  by  the  original  lessor  of  such 
specific  parts  of  the  premises  as  should  have  been  held  in 
trust,  or  subject  to  such  engagements  for  renewal  to  the 
respective  underlessees  and  cestuia  que  trust  iqK>n  £Edr  and 
reasonable  terms,  subject  to  an  apportionment  of  the  accus- 
tomed rent  and  other  payments ;  and  that  every  such  sur- 
render, and  the  new  leases  to  be  granted  thereon,  should  be 
effectual  in  law  and  equity,  notwithstanding  such  under- 
lessees  and  cestuis  que  trust,  or  any  of  them,  should  be 
infants,  issue  unborn,  femes  covert,  persons  absent  from  the 
reahn,  or  otherwise  incapacitated  to  act  for  themselves,  pro- 

(x)  SeeDoedem.Palkv.  Marchetti,  of   hia  estate.      See   poet,   Put  the 

1  Barn.  &  AdoL  715.  Seventh,  Ch.  L  Sect.  III. 

(y)  By  which  farther  proTimon  is  (2)  See  Signior  Thre*r  r.  Barton, 

made  for  preflerving  the  rights  and  •  Mo.  94.    Webb  v.  RnaBeU,  3  Tenn 

liabilities  of  a  mesne  reversioner  not-  Rep.  393.  402. 

withstanding  the  merger  or  surrender  (a)  39  &  40  Geo.  3.  c.  41.  a.  10. 
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vided  that  such  new  leases  should  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
persons  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  such  surrendered  lease^  and 
be  expressly  so  declared  in  the  body  of  each  such  new  lease 
respectively. 

If  a  mortgagee  by  assignment  of  a  dean  and  chapter 
lease  for  lives  refuse  to  surrender^  a  court  of  equity  will  not 
compel  him^  as  he  is  an  incumbrancer ;  for  he  may  object  to 
the  lives  proposed^  and  insist  that  the  lives  in  being  are 
better^  or  oblige  the  tenant^  the  mortgagor^  to  propose  other 
lives^  or  redeem  him :  but  it  will  be  otherwise  if  a  lease  for 
years  only  be  mortgaged;  for^  upon  surrendering  the  old 
lease,  in  which  there  is  only  a  remainder  of  a  term  to  come^  a 
new  and  longer  term  would  be  granted^  which^  being  a  better 
security^  is  an  advantage  to  the  mortgagee  {b), 

(&)  Winne  v.  Bampton,  3  Atk.  476. 
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